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THE 

PREFACE. 

\XT  E  have  taken  the  earlielf  opportunity  that  a 
judicious  infpedtion,  and  mature  confidera- 
tion  of  events  could  give  us,  of  prefenting  to  the 

public,  A  COMPLEAT  HlSTORY  OF  THE  LATE 

War,  not  lefs  important  than,  we  hope,  ufeful 
and  correct,  written  with  an  impartiality  which 
fhould  be  the  guide  of  every  hiftorian,  and  from 

which  we  have  not  deviated  through  national 
afFedtion. 

We  have  taken  up  our  History  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  have  bellowed 
all  the  pains  upon  it,  fo  interelling  a  fubjedt  re¬ 
quires,  which,  however,  we  mull  acknowledge, 
deferves  much  more  fkilful  workmen.  None 
was  ever  more  formed  to  excite  curiofity,  from 
the  importance  of  events,  the  dignity  of  the  per- 
fons  engaged,  the  greatnefs  of  the  adtions  per¬ 
formed,  and  the  amazing  revolutions  of  fortune ; 
for  the  Reader  will  here  find  the  fcattered  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  war,  which  has  been  carried  on  in 
the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  united  in  one 
connedted  narrative,  and  continued  to  the  peace. 
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To  effed  this  from  the  materials  that  offered, 
has  Deen  a  work  of  more  labour,  than  may  at 
firft  appear,  and  to  render  thefe  tranfadions 
(which  have  not  been  lefs  our  amazement,  than 
the  world’s  in  general)  the  more  confpicuous  and 
clear,  we  have  added,  in  Notes,  the  accounts 
ti  animitted  from  the  commanders  of  our  fleets 
anu  armies,  and  published  by  authority,  when 
fails  were  recent,  and  the  immediate  objed  of 
univerfal  attention.  Thefe  will  illuftrate  and 
confirm  the  Hiftory ;  and  our  readers  muft  be 
pleafed  to  fee  fo  many  curious  and  important 
pieces,  which  while  they  give  the  cleared:  evi¬ 
dence,  fupport  the  national  character  to  future 
ages.  In  many  places  we  find  them  filled  with 
the  adions  of  inf  nor  officers,  which,  with  lefs 
care  in  their  fuperiors,  would  have  been  loft  in 
the  multiplicity  of  events :  This  care,  not  lefs 
Commendable  than  ufeful,  will  excite  officers  to 
feize  every  opportunity  of  immortalizing  their 
fame,  and  doing  honour  to  their  refpedive  corps. 
Some  of  thefe  letters  muft  be  ufeful  in  forming 
the  young  foldier,  as  they  are  very  expreffive  of 
that  charader,  pointing  out  the,  care,  circum- 
fpedion,  anxiety,  and  perfeverance  to  form  a 
^ocfe,  or  a  Granby, 
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Taken. 

Merlin,  retaken 
Stork 

De fir  eyed. 
Bridgewater 
Triton 


FRENCH  Ships  loft  by  Accident . 
Guns. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Origin  of  the  troubles  in  North  America .  Admiral  Bcf- 
cawen  and  General  Braddock  font  thither .  Operations 

intended .  fwo  French  men  of  war  taken .  Braddock 

defeated .  Gen.  Johnfon  repulfes  the  French.  French 

thr  eaten  an  mvafon .  Fort  St.  Philip  befeged  and  taken. 

1  realp  with  Buff  a  ^  the  fpirit  of  it.  Alliance  with  the 
Kmg  of  P  ruff  a.  Ground  of  the  Quarrel  between  her  Im¬ 

perial  Majefty  and  that  Monarch.  Treaty  of  Peterfbourg. 
Ft  eaty  of  l  er failles.  King  of  P  ruff  a  enters  Saxony  and 
Bohemia .  Battle  of  Lowojit'z ,  Saxon  army  fur  renders. 


THE  original  plan  of  this  work  propofed  no  more 
than,  that  each  volume  fhould  contain  a  narra¬ 
tive  of  thofe  events  which  diftinguifh  its  own 
Year.  But,  becaufe  we  have  entered  upon  our 
undertaking  in  the  heat  of  an  a]  mo  ft  general  and  very  im¬ 
portant  war,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  unnecelTary  or 
difagrecable  to  look  a  little  farther  back.  It  would  be 
difficult,  perfectly  to  underftand  the  operations  of  the 
fever al  powers  at  war,  without  reviewing  the  tran- 
fa&ibns  of  the  preceding  years  ;  nor  would  it  be  eafy 
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to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  thefe,  without  examining 
the  caufes  which  more  nearly  or  remotely  operated  to 
produce  thole  tioubles  that  have  involved  fo  many  parts  of 
the  world  in  one  common  diflradlion. 

The  war  in  which  all  parties  and  interefls  feem  now  to 
be  fo  perfectly  blended,  arofe  from  caufes  which  originally 
had  not  the  leafl  connection  :  the  uncertain  limits  of  the 
Engliih  and  French  territories  in  America  5  and  the  mutual 
claims  ot  the  Roufes  of  Auftria  and  Brandenbourg  on  the 
duichy  of  Silefia.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the  two  former 
powers  feizing  on  a  country  in  which  they  confidered  the 
right  of  the  natural  Inhabitants  as  nothing,  ihould  find  it  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  fettle  their  own.  For  a  long  time 
neither  of  thefe  powers  were  fufhciently  acquainted  with 
the  geography  ot  America,  to  enable  them  to  afcertain  the 
limits  of  their  feveral  pretenfions  with  any  tolerable  exact- 
nefs  ;  nor,  indeed,  were  thefe  matters  deemed  of  Suffici¬ 
ent  moment  to  call  for  a  very  laborious  difcuffion.  At  the 
treaty  ot  Utrecht,  whilft  fomany  more  important  Interefts, 
or  what  then  feemed  more  important,  were  difcuffed,  the 
limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  then  called  Acadia,  were  expreffed 
only  in  general  terms,  and  left  to  be  put  on  a  more  certain 
footing  by  fubfequent  negotiations.  Thefe  negotiations 
purfued  with  no  vigour,  and  drawn  out  into  an  excellive 
length,  feemed  only  to  increafe  the  former  confufion. 
After  the  acceihon  of  the  prefen t  Royal  Family,  a  French 
connection,  perhaps  neceifary  from  the  circumfta-nces 
of  the  time,  and  afterwards  a  certain  negligence  of  all 
affairs  but  thofe  of  our  domeftic  polity,  fuffered  this 
important  point  to  vanifli  almoft  wholly  out  of  our  confi- 
deration.  During  this  interval,  our  colonies  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  North  Amerca,  extended  themfelves  on  every 
fide.  ’Whilft  agriculture  and  the  maritime  commerce  flou- 
rifhed  on  their  coaffs,  the  Indian  trade  drew  feveral  of  our 
wandering  dealers  far  into  the  inland  country,  and  beyond 
the  great  mountains.  Flere  they  found  themfelves  in  a  de¬ 
lightful  climate,  in  a  foil  abundantly  fruitful,  and  watered 
with  many  fair  and  navigable  rivers.  Thefe  advantages, 
joined  to  thole  of  the  Indian  trade,  appeared  to  compensate 
for  its  remotenefs  from  the  fea.  It  was  judged,  that  as  the 
firft  fettlers  on  the  coaft,  we  had  a  good  right  to  the  inland 
country ;  and,  if  fo,  to  the  navigation  of  the  Miffifippi, 
which  opened  another  door  to  the  ocean.  With  thefe 
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Views,  a  company  of  merchants  and  planters,  obtained  a 
charter  for  a  confiderable  tra<ft  of  land  near  the  river 
Ohio,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Alleganey  mountains,  but 
within  the  province  of  Virginia  ;  and  the  adventurers  be¬ 
gan  to  fettle  purfuant  to  the  terms  of  their  patent. 

Now  began  to  Ihoot  forth  the  feeds  of  another  difpute, 
which  had  long  lain  unobferved,  but  which  proved  alto¬ 
gether  as  thorny  and  intricate  as  that  concerning  the  limits 
of  Acadia.  The  French  pretending  to  have  firft  difco- 
vered  the  mouths  of  the  Miffifippi,  claimed  the  whole 
adjacent  country,  towards  New  Mexico  on  the  caff,  quite 
to  tne  Apalachian  or  Alleganey  mountains  on  the  weft. 
They  drove  off  the  new  fettlers,  and  built  a  new  fort  called 
du  Quefne,  on  the  forks  of  the  River  Monongahela,  a 
fituation  which  commanded  the  entrance  into  all  die  coun¬ 
try  on  the  Ohio  and  Miffifippi, 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  decide 
concerning  the  right  of  either  nation  in  this  conteft.  It  is 
evident  enough,  that  the  confideration  of  the  rffht  had 
much  lefs  influence  on  both  parties,  than  the  confideration 
of  conveniency.  Should  the  French  be  able  to  unite  Ca- 
nada  to  their  colonies  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miffifippi  by  a 
pofieffion  of  all  that  vaft  country  which  lies  between  them 
the  Englifh  colonies  muft  lofe  all  ftiare  in  the  Indian  trade 
in  tune  of  peace  ;  and  in  time  of  war  be  exoofed  to  conti¬ 
nual  dangers,  or  to  the  ruinoufly  chargeable  defence  of  a 
frontier  more  than  1500  miles  in  length.  If  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  French  fhould  fail  to  make  good  thefe  claims 
on  the  Ohio,  and  thofe  on  Nova  Scotia,  their  two  colo¬ 
nies  entirely  difunited,  and  the  entrance  into  one  ftiut  up 
for  the :  winter  /eafon  by  froft,  and  the  entrance  into  the 

0uth-^CUlt  m  iea^ons  bY  the  banks  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Miffifippi,  muft  certainly  lole  all  their  value  to  France 

and  in  their  fall  involve  much  of  the  fortune  of  their  crreat 
fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies.  D 

Both  nations  being  fully  perfuaded  of  this,  no  longer 
looked  on  the  affair  of  the  Ohio  as  a  matter  of  indifference. 

I  hey  prepared  to  cut  the  gordian  knot  of  the  lon^-  and  in¬ 
tricate  negotiation  by  the  fword.  Ships  were  lined  out 
and  fome  troops  f.lently  fent  off  from  Breft.  General 
Braudoc.c  failed  to  \  irgnna  with  about  i  eoo  regular 
troops;  24  men  of  war  under  the  Admirals  Bof-  i7re. 
cawen  and  Moftyn  were  ordered  to  America,  to  in- 
tercept  tie  French  fupplies.  ^  Orders  were  fent  to  our 
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colonies  to  arm  ;  and  three  operations  were  actually  under¬ 
taken,  one  againft  Port  du  Queine  under  Braddock ;  the' 
other  two  againft  the  French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
the  fort  of  Crown  Point  on  the  Frontiers  of  New  York. 
I  he  two  courts  in  the  mean  time  breathed  nothing  but 
peace,  and  exchanged  reciprocal  profeftions  of  friendfhip, 
and  good  will,  which  deceived  neither  party. 

They  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  paffions  and  characters 
of  the  ruling  men  influence  all  public  concerns  as  much  as 
the  public  interefts  themfclves,  thought  they  faw  other 
caufes  operating  to  haften  this  breach.  On  the  death  of 
a  great  Minifter,  which  happened  feme  time  before,  the 
adminiftration  was  new  moulded.  Some  perfons  then  taken 
in,  were  conftdered  as  belonging  to  a  party  not  perfectly 
united  with  the  remains  of  the  old  adminiftration.  It  v/as 

1' 

thought,  that  the  leading  man  of  this  party  propofed  to 
work  out  the  old  Servants  of  the  crown,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  a  more  uniform  fyftem.  As  long  as  peace  fubfifts, 
government  is  fupported  bv  itfelf;  and  any  change  is  dif¬ 
ficult.  But  the  conduCt  of  a  war,  is  a  thing  critical  to  a 
miniftrv.  The  leader  of  this  party  therefore,  confcious  of 
his  own  talents,  which  ail  men  acknowledged  to  be  con- 
fpicuous,  and  of  his  connections  which  were  confiderable, 
warmly  pufhed  on  a  war,  feconded  by  the  fairnels  of  the 
public  motives,  and  the  general  voice  of  the  people.  In 
this  war  his  friends  relied,  that  things  muft  neceftarily  be  fo 
embarraired,  that  the  old  party  would  find  themfelves 
obliged  to  retire,  and  to  leave  the  ftage  clear  for  them  to 
ferve  their  country  according  to  their  own  plans,  and  on 
their  own  terms.  This  defign  was  believed  to  be  pufhed 
forward  by  another  great  man  of  that  party,  who  had  play¬ 
ed  a  game  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  before,  and  in  whom 
an  advanced  age  had  not  abated  any  thing  of  his  natural 
fire  and  love  of  violent  councils. 

Things  came  to  a  crifis  by  the  taking  of  two  French 
men  of  war  by  the  Admirals  Bofcawen  andMof-  • 
June  10.  tyn.  The  operations  by  land  were  carried  on  with 
vigour  ;  but  whether  conduCIed  with  equal  judg¬ 
ment,  weftand  too  near  the  time  to  decide.  However,  the 
French  fort  at  Beaufejour  was  taken,  and  foon 
June  16.  after  thofe  on  St.  John’s  river  were  abandoned; 

by  which  v/e  remained  mailers  of  all  Nova  Scotia. 
The  principal  expedition  was  that  againft  Fort  du  Quefne, 

under 
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under  General  Praddock.  That  General  abounding  too 
much  in  ms  own  fenle  for  the  degree  of  military  knowledge 
he  pofTefTed,  commanding  in  a  country  which  he  did  not 
know,  and  carrying  on  a  fpecies  of  war  in  which  he  had  no 
experience,  luffered  himfelf,  when  he  had  advanced  within 
jo  miles  of  fort  du  Qpiefne,  to  be  iurprifed  by  an  ambuf- 
cade  of  French  and  Indians.  His  army  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  panic  from  the  unufual  appearance,  and  July  o. 
horried  cries  of  the  favages  ;  they  fled  in  confu- 
fion  ;  they  were  totally  defeated  with  a  confiderable  /laugh¬ 
ter,  efpecially  of  their  officers.  The  General  himfelf,  after 
having  five  horfes  killed  under  him,  was  mortally  wounded; 

wiping  away  all  the  errors  of  his  conduct  by  an  honourable 
death  for  his  country. 

The  nation  was  fomething  confoled  for  this  lofs  in  the 
fignal  advantage  gained  by  General  Johnfon,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  expedition  defigned  againft  Crown 
Point.  He  was  attacked  in  his  intrenchments  by  Sep.  7. 
the  French  General  Diefkau,  but  the  affailants 
wanting  cannon,  and  firing  from  too  great  a  diftance,  were 
totally  defeated,  and  Diefkau  himfelf  was  made  prifoner. 
1  his  victory,  tho’  very  honourable  for  Mr.  Johnfon  and 
the  provincial  troops  under  his  command,  yet  as  it  was 
gained  late  in  the  feafon,  and  as  the  army  was  in  no  very 
good  condition,  it  had  no  conlequences.  On  the  whole 
we  feemed,  after  allowing  for  this  victory,  and  for  the  dif- 
odgment  of  the  French  from  Nova  Scotia,  to  have  had  the 
worft  part  in  the  campaign  ;  confidering  the  fanguine  ex- 
pccStafions  which  had  been  formed,  and  the  great  fuperiori- 

I  •  5  or  were  able  to  have  ex- 

•  cited,  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

During  this  rummer,  our  court  took  a  refolution  not  to 
wan  the  precarious  operation  of  our  arms  in  America  for 
re,  ids  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  but  to  ftrike  fuch 
•a  blow  as  would  at  once  put  a  fecurity  into  our  hands,  for 
the  evacuating  the  places  the  enemy  had  fortified  in  our 
cm  tones,  and  di  fable  them  in  the  two  mod  material  points 

merchantmans0  tradel  and  their  leamen-  Their 

,  chant  imps  were  every  where  attacked,  as  ifw-rhad 

been  aftnall,  declared,  and  vatt  numbers  b,oj'<  la  „„ 

nk  ;  Vle  ,FreT  made  a]1  Europe  refound  with  com- 
r’  ,ntS  ot  rw'lat  they  called  a  proceeding  fo  uniuft  and  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations  fo  flagrant  and  unpreccdent- 
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ed.  Bui,  whether  it  was  that  they  were  really  in  no  con¬ 
dition  to  adf,  or  that  they  intended  to  influence  the  other 
c.ouitS  *n  *Heir  favour,  by  a  fhew  of  extraordinary  modera¬ 
tion,  they  contented  themfelves  with  this,  and  neither  de¬ 
clared  war,  nor  made  any  fort  of  reprifal  for  feveral  months, 
alter.  At  lenght  they  began  to  act ;  feveral  bodies 
1756.  of  troops  moved  to  the  coafts  of  Picardy,  Nor¬ 
mandy  and  Britany  ;  and  ail  things  threatened  an 
invafion  on  lome  part  oi  this  kingdom.  Under  the  fhadow 
of  this  ffratagem,  they  got  ready  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon 
a  fleet  of  twelve  men  of  war  of  the  line,  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,  which  convoyed  an  army  of  about 
April  18.  li,oco  men,  under  command  of  the  Duke  de 
Richlieu  to  the  ifland  of  Minorca.  In  a  few 

April 2'*  °Pene^  the  trenches  before  St. 

^  1  Philip's  fort. 

This  was  done  whilft  the  nation  trembled  under  a  fhame- 
ful  panic,  too  public  to  be  concealed,  too  fatal  in  its  con¬ 
fluences  to  be  ever  forgotten.  The  real  invafion  did  not 
leffen  our  fears  of  the  imaginary  one  ;  it  threw  us  into  a 
Confunon  that  iuffered  us  to  be  fenflble  of  nothing  but  our 
own  weaknefs.  W e  did  not  look  upon  ourfelves  fufEciently 
fecured  by  the  arrival  of  the  Hanoverian  and  Heflian  troops, 
which  the  fame  weaknefs  had  induced  us  to  call  to  our  afliff- 
ance.  The  miniffry  feemed  to  have  been  infedfed  with  the 
common  terror ;  for  though  they  had  very  early  notice 
of  the  1'rench  defigns,  fuch  was  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
invafion,  or  fuch  the  ill-contrived  difpolition  of  our  navy, 
that  Admiral  Byng  was  not  difpatched  to  the  Mediterranean 
before  the  5th  of  April,  and  then  with  a  fquadron  of  no 
more  than  10  fhips  of  the  line. 

The  engagement  with  the  French  fleet  under  M.  Ga~ 
liffoniere  ;  the  retreat  of  Byng  by  which  the  gar- 
May  12.  rifon  of  fort  St.  Philip  was  cut  off  from  all  hopes 
of  relief ;  the  furrender  of  that  garrifon  after 
June29.  nine  weeks  open  trenches  ;  the  fentiments  of  the 
court  and  the  public,  on  the  different  merits  of 
the  governor  and  the  admiral ;  the  oppofition  of  feme,  who 
thought  the  one  too  highly  honoured,  and  the  other  too 
feverely  ceniured  ;  and  the  meafures  which  rather  indigna¬ 
tion  at  our  Ioffes  and  difgraccs,  than  a  cool  fenfe  of  things 
obliged  us  to  take,  are  known  to  all  the  world.  Our  affairs 
^yerc  in  fuch  a  Condition  that  we  were  driven  to  the  expe- 

✓  dient 


an  Admiral,  a  perfon  of  a  noble  family,  as  a  fa-  ’ 
crifice  to  the  difcipline  of  our  navy.  ’  17S7* 

From  this  melancholy  pidlure,  let  us  turn  our  eyes  ano- 


our  affairs,  made  no  fecret  of  their  defign  of  attacking 
his  Majefty’s  German  dominions.  Thefe  countries  evi¬ 
dently  had  no  fort  of  connexion  with  the  matiers  which 
gave  rife  to  the  war.  But  being  under  a  Sovereign  fo 
remarkably  affedlionate  to  his  native  country;  they  judged 
he  might  be  terrihed  into  a  relaxation  of  his  rights  in 
America,  to  preferve  Hanover  from  the  calamities  with 
which  it  was  threatened.  Their  politics,  however,  in  this 
inftance  proved  as  unfuccefsful  as  they  were  unjuft.  No 
motion  was  made  towards  an  abatement  in  our  claims  with 
regard  to  America ;  his  Majefty  took  other  methods  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  Germany.  His  Britifh  fub- 
jedls  by  their  reprefcntatives,  not  more  generoufly  than  rea¬ 
sonably,  refolved  to  defend  the  Hanoverians  if  attacked  in 
their  quarrel.  To  anfvver  this  purpofe,  the  miniftry  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  fubfidy  treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  Rufiia,  in 
virtue  of  which  fhe  was  to  hold  55,000  men  in  readinefs 


were  then  fufficiently  plaufible  ;  though  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  can  never  fubfift  again.  The  long  ill  und’erftahding 
between  the  King  of  Pruftia  and  our  court,  and  his  clofe 
connexion  with  that  of  Vcrfaiiles,  raifed  no  ill-grounded 
apprehenfions  that  he  might  be  induced  to  add  a  dangerous 
part  on  this  occafion.  Rufiia  was  therefore  a  proper  ally, 
who  had  both  a  political  and  perfonal  enmity  to  this  mo¬ 
narch,  and  v/ho  would  be  fure  to  employ  a  great  power 
with  great  vigour  in  fuch  a  caufe.  But  tiiis  fyftem  was  in 
a  Short  time  totally  reverfed.  "Fhe  King  of  Pruilia  had 
been  too  well  apprifed  of  the  clofe  conjunction  ol  the  courts 
of  Peterfburg  and  Vienna,  and  of  the  real  motive  to  that 
conjundiion,  to  have  the  leaft  defign  of  embroiling  himfelf 
with  England.  Matters  were  therefore  very  foon  explain¬ 
ed,  and  the  treaty  between  his  Pruflian  majefty  and  this 
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court,  to  keep  all  foreigners  out  of  the  Empire,  was  figned 
at  EfOpdon  in  January  1756.  Thefe  treaties  were  cenfured 
as  in  confident  with  each  other;  hut  in  reality  they  were 
conliftent  enough,  aiming  precifely  at  the  fame  object,  to 

oppofe  the  fchemes  meditated  by  France  for  difturbin*  the 
atrairs  of  Germany. 

It  reflecting  on  the  fentiments  of  thefe  courts,  there  was 
fomething  unexpe&ed  in  the  alliance  between  great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Pruflia  ;  it  was  foon  followed  by  another  alliance  of 
a  nature  infinitely  more  furprifing.  I  he  Emprefs  Queen 
of  Hungary,  finding  England  in  no  difpofition  to  co-operate 
in  her  defigns,  had  recourfe  to  other  meafures.  The  houfe 
or  Auftria,  which  had  formerly  united  Europe  to  preferve 
her  from  the  power  of  France,  now  entered  herfelf  into  the 
rnofl:  intimate  union  with  that  power.  By  this  extraordinary 
revolution  the  whole  political  fyfdem  of  Europe  aiTumed 
a  new  face ;  it  was  indeed  a  revolution  fo  extraordinary, 
that  we  finall  be  jufiified  if  wTe  interrupt  the  courfe  of  this 
narrative,  to  look  back  at  the  caufes  which  produced  it. 

1  he  houfe  of  Brandenbourg,  a  little  more  than  two  cen¬ 
turies  ago,  was  in  a  very  humble  condition.  But  by  the 
part  flic  took  in  the  reformation,  which  put  into  her  hands 
the  efdates  of  the  Teutonic  order;  by  a  marriage  from 
which  file  acquired  the  duchy  of  Cleves ;  and  by  an  un¬ 
common  lucceflion  of  able  princes  who  carefully  improved 
every  turn  in  the  affairs  of  Germany  to  their  advantage, 
fhe  raifed  herfelf  by  degrees  to  a  confiderable  Bate,  to  an 
electorate,  and  at  laid  to  a  royalty,  not  only  in  name  but  in 
power.  The  late  King  of  Pruflia,  in  order  to  ftrengthen 
this  power,  though  he  paft  almofd  his  whole  reign  in  the 
moil  profound  peace,  gave  his  whole  attention  to  his  army; 
frugal  in  all  other  refpe&s,  in  this  alone  he  was  expenfive; 
it  was  his  bufinefs,  and  what  was  perhaps  of  greater  mo¬ 
ment,  it  was  his  only  diverfion.  Thus  in  a  reign  apparently 
inactive,  there  v/as  always  kept  up  an  army  of  near  100,000 
men,  in  as  much  exercife  as  they  could  have  in  war,  and 
formed  with  the  mold  perfect  difcipline. 

When  his  prefen t  Majefiy  came  to  the  throne,  he  imme¬ 
diately  fhewed  a  difpofition  of  employing  effectually  that 
military  force,  which  his  father  had  fpent  his  life  only  in 
forming  and  training.  Pie  managed  his  difpute  with  the 
Bifhop  of  Liege  by  the  fummary  method  of  force;  and 
feeined  difpofed  to  carry  all  things  with  fo  high  an  hand,  as 


made 
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made  him  indeed  much  refpedled,  but  much  dreaded  too 
by  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  who  faw  that  there  was 
another  power  to  be  feared  in  Germany,  befides  that  of 
Auflria.  But  thefe  were  fmall  matters,  rather  figns  of  the 
difpofition  of  this  Prince,  than  exertions  of  it.  He  medi¬ 
tated  much  greater  things  ;  and  only  waited  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  make  good  the  antient  claims  of  his  family  on  the 
mod:  confiderable  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Silefia.  The  right 
to  that  dutchy  had  been  a  very  intricate  affair  ;  but  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  availing  herfelf  of  the  greatnefs  of  her 
power,  and  of  a  diffention  between  the  Eledtor  Frederick 
II.  and  his  fon,  prevailed  with  the  Elector  to  give  up  that 
right  for  an  equivalent ;  then  file  perfuaded  his  fon  to  con¬ 
firm  the  treaty ;  and  at  the  fame  time  for  a  trivial  confi- 
deration  to  give  up  the  equivalent  itfelf.  The  King  of 
Prufiia,  not  thinking  himfelf  bound  by  thefe  adts,  though 
confirmed  be  a  long  poffeffion,  took  advantage  of  his  own 
power,  and  the  embarrafled  circumffances  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  to  refume  what  their  power  and  the  embarraffcd 
circumffances  of  his  family  had  formerly  deprived  him  of. 
For  immediately  on  the  death  of  Charles'  the  6th, 
when  the  Auftrian  greatnefs  feemed  irrecoverably  Dec. 
loft,  he  entered  into  Silefia,  and  made  himfelf  mailer  1740. 
of  the  whole  country  with  little  oppofition.  Then 
uniting  with  the  French  and  Bavarians,  he  fecured  his 
conquefts  by  two  decifive  victories,  and  by  a  trea-  j 
ty  which  yielded  him  the  greateft  part  of  Silefia  ~  Une  1 1# 
and  the  whole  county  of  Glatz.  But  the  caufe  1 
of  the  Emperor  which  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  embraced, 
foon  caufed  a  renewal  of  hoftilities  ;  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  faw  herfelf  defeated  in  three  pitched  June  2, 
battles;  her  new  ally  the  King  of  Poland,  driven  1744, 
from  his  German  dominions,  and  the  King  of 
Pruftia  entering  Drefden  in  triumph,  where  he  gave  the 
law  in  a  treaty,  by  which  Silefia  was  once  more 
folemnly  confirmed  to  him  :  in  return  to  which  Dec.  1745. 
he  guarantied  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  the  reft 
of  her  dominions. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary  could  not  eafily  lofe  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  wound  fhe  had  received  in  the  lofs  of  one  of 
the  fineft  and  richeft  parts  of  all  her  dominions.  Silefia, 
which  file  had  juft  yielded,  extended  in  length  200  miles 
along  the  courie  of  the  large  and  navigable  river  Oder. 

A 


IO  The  History  of  the  War.  iy-6. 

A  country  of  the  moft  exquifite  fertility  and  highefl  cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  abounding  with  men,  abounding  with  valuable  manu- 

T  yI-!d,‘ng  a  clear  year]y  revenue  of  800,000 
pounds  ftei  ling.  I  he  peace  was  hardly  concluded  by  which 
o-.e  rehgP.ed  this  valuable  territory,  than  fte  fet  on  foot 
practices  tor  recovering  it.  She  entered  into  a  tieaty  with 
the  court  of  Peterfbourg,  of  an  innocent  and  limply  defen- 
T\/T  live  nature,  to  tar  as  appeared  to  the  public  ;  but 

iuay  22,  hx  fecret  and  feparate  articles  were  added  to  it ; 
1746,  one  of  which  provides,  that  in  cafe  his  Pruffian 

majefty  fliould  attack  her  majefty  the  Emprefs 
yu  .  en,  or  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  or  even  the  republic  of 
eland,  taat  this  attack  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  of  Drefden  ;  that  the  right  of  the  Emprefs  Queen 
to  oiicha  ceded  by  that  treaty  fhould  revive  ;  and  that  the 
conti  acting  powers  fliould  mutually  furnifh  an  army  of 

00,000  men  to  re-invelt  the  Emprefs  Queen  with 'that 

dutchy. 

To  this  fo  extraordinary  a  treaty,  the  King  of  Poland 
was  invited  to  accede  ;  and  he  did  fo  far  accede  to  it,  as  to 
fhew  he  perfectly  agreed  in  his  fentiments  with  thefe  courts, 
.but  his  lit  u  at  ion  in  the  jaws  of  a  formidable  enemy,  and  the 
experience  of  palled  misfortunes,  had  rendered '  him  fo 
weary,  that  he  declined  figning  the  treaty  ;  but  Hill,  with 
the  confent  of  the  parties  concerned,  whom  he  full y  con- 
rinced  of  his  refolution  to  co-operate  in  all  their  meafures. 

(Kmed  and  they  agreed,  that  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms 
he  fhould  have  a  ihare  in  the  fpoij,  on  the  footing  of  a 
treaty  (or  the  eventual  portion,  of  the  King  of 
May  18,  Pruffia’s  dominions  made  in  the  laft  war.  lOn 
1745-  thefe  conditions  the  King  of  Poland  without  a£tu- 
ally  figning,  was  underflood,  and  received  as  a 
party  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfbourg. 

in  confequence  of  thele  meafures,  all  fort  of  means  were 
employed  to  embroil  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  affairs  in  the 
North,  and  particularly  to  render  him  perfonally  odious  to 
the  Czarina.  When  their  machinations  had  taken  full  ef¬ 
fect,  and  Ruffia  was  fixed  in  an  unalterable  enmity  to  that 
monarch,  preparations  of  magazines  and  armies  were  made 
in  Bohemia  and  Moravia;  and  the  King  of  Poland,  under 
pretence  of  a  military  amufement,  drew  together  about 
16000  men,  with  which  he  occupied  the  flrong  and  im¬ 
portant  Poll  of  Pirna.  1  he  Queen  of  Hungary  faw  that  fhe 

flood 
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flood  in  need  of  yet  flronger  fupports  than  thefe  in  the 
arduous  bufinefs  (he  had  undertaken.  She  found  that  Great 
Britain,  which  had  often  done  fo  much  for  her  diftrefs, 
would  do  little  for  her  ambition  :  fhe  therefore  had  recourfe 
to  France,  who  joyfully  accepted  an  alliance,  that  promifed 
to  confound  the  whole  Germanic  body,  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  Emprefs  at  Verfailles  the  ifl  of  May  1756,  a  re¬ 
markable  aera  in  the  political  hiflory  of  Europe. 

The  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfbourg,  the 
fountain  of  the  prefent  troubles,  and  the  fleps  taken  to  put 
that  treaty  in  execution,  though  formed  and  carried  on 
with  as  much  fecrecy  as  earneflnefs,  could  not  efcape  the 
vigilance  of  his  Pruffian  majefty,  who  watched  all  their  mo¬ 
tions,  and  had  perfedl  intelligence  of  their  mofl  hidden  de- 
figns.  When,  therefore,  he  perceived  that  by  the  breach 
between  England  and  France,  the  Emprefs  Queen  would 
take  advantage  of  thefe  troubles  to  avail  herfelf  of  her  al¬ 
liances  and  her  armament;  he  ordered  his  minifter  at  Vienna 
to  demand  a  clear  explication,  and  proper  afhirances  con¬ 
cerning  the  preparations  he  faw  making:  and  receiving  only 
a  dry  and  equivocal  anfwer,  that  the  Emprefs  had  taken 
meafures  for  her  own  fecurity  and  that  of  her  allies  and 
friends,  the  King  believed  himfelf  no  longer  bound  to  pre- 
ferve  any  terms  ;  a  dangerous  war  was  to  be  kept  out  of  his 
own  territories  at  any  rate;  and  being  always  in  perfect  rea- 
dinefs  for  adtion,  he  fell  upon  Saxony  with  a  confiderable 
£rmy. 

At  firfl  the  King  of  Pruflia  feemed  only  to  demand  a 
free  paflage  for  his  troops,  and  an  obfervance  of 
the  neutrality  profefied  by  the  King  of  Poland  ;  Aug.  29. 
but  as  he  had  very  good  reafon  to  diftruft  fuch  a 
neutrality,  he  demanded  as  a  fecurity,  that  the  Saxon 
troops  fhould  quit  the  ftrong  poll  they  occupied,  and  dif- 
perfe  themfelve  immediately.  This  demand  was  refuled, 
and  the  King  of  Pruilia  in  confequence  of  that  refufal, 
immediately  formed  a  fort  of  blockade  about  the  Saxon 
camp  at  Pirna,  with  a  view  to  reduce  it  by  famine,  fmee 
its  inacceflible  fituation  rendered  an  attack  unadvifeable. 
There  were  in  Bohemia  two  Auflrian  armies  under  M. 
Brown  and  M.  Picolomini  ;  to  keep  them  in  awe,  M. 
Schwerin  had  entered  Bohemia  from  the  county  of  Glatz  ; 
and  M.  Keith  had  penetrated  into  that  kingdom  on  the  fide 
of  Mifnia.  But  the  King  of  Pruflia,  not  entirely  confiding 
in  thefe  difpofitions  ?  and  Hill  apprehenfive  that  M.  Brown 
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might  be  able  to  convey  feme  relief  to  the  Saxons,  refolv- 
fd  bnnS  htm  t0  a^ion,  to  the  fuccefs  of  which  he  knew 

,Vft  Z\r^C  7Tlt  gready  con.tlibute-  He  therefore 
-  the  blockade  of  the  Saxon  aimy,  joined  his  forces  under 

-  r  P ch’  and  enSaSeii  the  Auftrians  at  Lowof.tz. 
Dec.  i.  here  he  obtained  a  viCtory,  which  though  it  was 

,  p,  n0t  ujHifputed  with  regard  to  the  field  of  battle, 

L,W ‘l  h  rena,tJ  t0JhBC°nfeqUenCeS  k  was  as  dec i five  as 
P  uld  be  ^lflied.  M.  Brown  found  it  impracticable  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  Saxons,  notwithftanding  the  judicious  efforts  he 
made  for  that  purpofe;  and  that  Army,  after  a  vain  attempt 
toreure  from  their  difficult  port,  which  had  one  fault,  that 
it  was  as  difficult  to  leave  it  as  to  force  it,  were  obliged  to 
furrender  pnfoners  of  war.  The  King  of  Poland  quitted 
his  Grerman  dominions ;  and  the  Pruffians  took  up  their 
winter  quarters  in  Saxony,  feized  upon  the  revenues,  levied 
exorbitant  contributions,  and  obliged  the  country  to  furnifh 
i  ecruits.  I  his  unhappy  people  faw  their  country  exhauft- 
cd,  and  forced  to  bear  the  burthen  of  a  war  againft  itfelf. 
it  was  tnen  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  confulting  the  rules 
of  pohey  more  than  thofe  of  politenefs,  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  or  the  archieves  at  Drefden,  in  doing  which  fomerough- 
nefs  was  ufed  towards  the  Queen  ;  but  he  made  himfelf 
amends  for  the  clamour  induftrioufly  raifed  on  this  pretence 
bv  acquiring  the  originals  of  thefe  pieces,  which  evinced’ 
to  the  world  the  reality  of  the  defign  againft  him,  and 
which  therefore  in  a  great  meafure  juftified  the  means  he 
had  taken  to  come  at  them,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary 
k  vermes  he  ufed  towards  the  unfortunate  Saxons. 


CHAP.  II. 

State  of  the  Er.gllfh  minijlry.  The  characters  and  defwns 
of  the  jeveral  factions.  A  coalition.  Ofivego  taken* by 
toe  French.  Calcutta  taken  by  the  Nabob  Austria  re- 
duced  by  Admiral  JVatfon .  6 


W^HILST  the  King  of  Pruffia  parted  the  winter 
in  the  mort  vigorous  preparations  for  carrying  on 
the  war,  his  ally  Great  Britain  prefented  a  very  different 
face  6f  things.  i  he  lofs  of  Minorca  plunged  the  people 
into  the  u  tin  off  grief  mixed  with  fhame,  for  fuch  a  blot 
on  the  national  honour,  and  with  indignation  not  only 
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againft  thofe  who  had  ailed  weakly,  but  thofe  who  had 
proved  inefficiently  for  the  lofs  of  that  important  pofleffion. 
The  public  refentment  which  at  firft  feemed  to  have 
no  other  objeil  than  Byng,  was  foon  turned  againft  the 
miniftry.  The  clamour  in  parliament  was  great ;  without 
doors  it  was  exceffive.  Addreffes  praying  a  ftriif  enquiry 
into  the  caufe  of  our  misfortunes,  were  prefented  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  miniftry,  notwithftanding 
this  general  difcontent,  had  a  real  ftrength ;  and  they 
might  have  flood,  had  they  agreed  amongft  themfelves. 
The  commons  could  not  be  brought  to  any  angry 
votes;  and  the  refult  of  the  enquiry  into  the  lofs  of 
Minorca,  was  as  favourable  as  they  could  have  wifhed. 

But  Mr.  F - x  thought  it  not  advifeable  to  bear  a  large 

proportion  of  the  odium  cauled  by  counfels,  in  which  he 
had  little  fhare.  Perhaps  he  thought  this  embarraftment, 
a  fituation  not  unfavourable  to  the  arrangement  he  had 
always  aimed  at  ?  he  therefore  fuddenly  threw  up  an  em¬ 
ployment,  which  he  hoped  to  refume  augmented  with 
greater  power. 

On  the  removal  of  this  principal  prop,  the  whole  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  miniftry  fell  to  pieces.  The  D.  ofN.  the 
Ld.  Ch.  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  refigned ;  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  by  whofe  manoeuvres  they 
were  difplaced,  naturally  fucceeded  to  the  ma-  Dec.  4. 
nagement  of  affairs.  They  who  had  refigned  1756. 
gave  them  no  apparent  opposition  in  parliament; 
but  whether  it  was,  that  the  new  .miniftry  were  them¬ 
felves  too  frefh  from  oppofttion,  and  fome  of  them  too 
full  of  the  popular  manners  that  introduced  them' to  court 
to  be  perfectly  agreeable  in  the  clofet,  or  that  they  had 
made  their  bottom  too  narrow,  after  holding  their  em¬ 
ployments  for  fome  months,  to  the  great  concern  of  the 
public,  they  in  their  turn  were  obliged  to  quit 
their  pofts.  Fhus  was  the  helm  of  government  April  5. 
a  fecond  time  abandoned.  The  cafe  of  the  1757. 
King  and  the  nation  was  at  that  juncture  truly 
deplorable.  We  were  without  any  ally  who  could  do  us 
the  leaft  fervicc,  engaged  in  a  war  hitherto  unfuccefsful, 
with  the  moft  formidable  power  in  Europe;  we  almoft 
defpaired  of  our  military  virtue ;  public  fpirit  appeared 
utterly  extinguifhed,  whilft  the  rage  of  faction  burned  with 
the  utmoft  violence  5  our  operations  were  totally  fufpend- 

ed  : 


*• 
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fojj0“d  haVi‘nS  no  mini%  eftablifhed,  we  had  no  plan  to 

forTtr  frai°fns,  divide?  the  ruli°g  men  of  the  nation, 
tv  th  gl0,fs  °f  thre  P_eoPle  feemed  to  have  no  further  views 

that  rn  ?'dr?S  i°f  th,e’r  gnevances>  by  whatever  means 
that  could  be  brought  about;  the  firftofthefe  fadions 

was  compofed  of  thole  who  had  grown  to  place  and  power, 

or  had  formed  their  connexions  under  the  old  miniftrv 

1  hey  were  fome  of  the  moll  refpedable  perfons  in  the 

nauon,  and  had  undoubtedly  the  greateft  parliamentary 

ntereft  They  had  at  the  fame  time  another  interell 

haidly  lefs  confiderable,  that  of  the  monied  people  ;  but  in 

lome  points,  and  thofe  material  too,  they  were  weak. 

I  hey  were  not  at  all  popular ;  a  matter  of  great  confi- 

deration  in  a  g°vernment  like  ours;  and  they  were  fup- 

pofed  oy  the  grofs  of  the  people,  not  to  be  under  the 

direction  of  great  political  abilities. 

feconc*  ^Xion,  though  not  fufpeXed  of  the  want 
o  sufficient  abnity,  was  yet  more  unpopular  than  the 
ormer  ;  they  had  not  attempted  to  preferve  even  the  ap¬ 
pearances  efiential  to  popularity;  and  to  them  the  more 
eiiential,  as  their  parliamentary  ffrength  was,  however 
refpeXable,  much  inferior  to  the'firft.  If  their  influence 
at  one  court  was  able  to  ballance  that  of  the  old  miniftry 
by  means  of  a  then  powerful  connexion,  that  very  con¬ 
nexion  made  them  far  worfe  at  another  court,  and  worfe 
with  the  generality  of  the  people,  who  entertained  or  pre¬ 
tended  at  leaft  to  entertain,  fufpicions  of  a  nature  the  more 
dangerous,  as  they  were  only  dropped  in  hints  and  whif- 

peis,  and  never  could  come  to  a.  full  and  open  explana¬ 
tion. 

7  he  third  party,  had  little  parliamentary  and  lefs  court 
influence;  but  they  had  a  prodigious  popularity,  which 
fupplicd  every  other  defeX.  The  abilities  of  their  leader 
w.cre1  ,°f  .^e  lining  kind  ;  his  application  equal  to 

his  abilities;  his  difintereftednefs  was  confefTed  by  his  ene¬ 
mies;  and  though  it  would  have  fhined  in  the  days  of  he- 
roifm,  was  now  the  more  valued,  and  fet  off  to  the  greater 
advantage  by  the  general  felfifhnefs  which  prevailed  among 
the  men  of  bufinefs.  The  nation  repofed  the  mold  perfeX 
confidence  in  his  integrity  and  love  to  his  country.  This 
party,  confcious  where  its  ffrength  lay,  cultivated  with 
great  care  the  popularity  which  was  the  bafis  of  their 

power  y 
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power;  even  perhaps  fo  as  to  impair  on  feme  occailon 
the  dignity  of  government. 

Thefe  three  fa&ions  differed  from  each  other  extremelv 
with  regard  to  power,  the  grand  objecl  of  all  factions.  But 
in  the  general  fcheme  of  their  politics,  the  two  firft  were 
pretty  much  agreed.  Looking  on  France  as  the  moll  con- 
Ifant  and  moll  dangerous  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  they 
dreaded  the  increafe  of  her  power  and  influence  among  the 
neighbouring  nations  as  the  greatell  of  all  evils.  To  pre¬ 
vent  fo  dangerous  an  aggrandifement,  they  thought  it 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  preierve  a  conftant  attention  to  the 
ballance  of  power,  and  to  feek  our  particular  fafety  and 
liberty  in  the  general  fafety  and  liberty  of  Europe.  A 
clofe  conne&ion  was  therefore  to  be  kept  up  with  the 
powers  of  the  continent,  not  only  by  continual  negotiati¬ 
ons,  but  by  large  fubfldies,  and  even  by  a  Hilling  them  with 
our  troops  if  the  occalion  fhould  require  fuch  aiMance. 
For  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  fecure  the  more  effectually 
our  prefent  happy  dlablifliment,  a  confiderable  regular 
land  force  ought  to  be  conllantly  maintained.  Our  navy, 
they  thought,  ought  by  no  means  to  be  neglected ;  but 
it  was  only  to  be  cultivated  and  employed  lubferviently 
to  the  more  comprehenfive  continental  fyflem.  Thefe 
parties  were  far  from  being  friends  to  arbitrary  power, 
or  in  any  fort  averfe  to  parliaments  ;  they  loved  the  conili- 
tution ;  but  they  were  for  preserving  the  authority  of  go¬ 
vernment  entire,  and  in  its  utmoft  lawful  force.  To  make 
government  more  eafy,  knowing  that  many  would  dillurb 
it,  from  clilaftedtion  or  difgull,  or  miftaken  notions  of 
liberty,  tney  tnought  it  juit  to  rule  men  by  their-  interells, 
if  they  could  not  by  their  virtues,  and  they  had  loin’ 
been  in  the  pra&ice  of  procuring  a  majority  in  parliament^ 
by  the  diffribution  of  the  numerous  lucrative  places  and 
employments  which  our  conftitution  leaves  in  the  difpofai 
of  the  Crown.  Several  believed  that  no  other  method  was 
practicable,  confidering  the  nature  of  mankind,  and  our 
particular  form  of  government. 

But  the  third  and  popular  party,  was  influenced  by 
different  principles.  .  1  hey  looked  indeed  on  the  power  of 
F  raiice  in  the  fame  light  with  the  two  former,  and  were 
ot  the  fame  opinion  concerning  the  neceflitv  of  fettirm 
bounds  to  it.  In  the  means  of  attaining  this  end  they 
cirtered.  Our  fituation.  they  thought  dictated  a  narrower, 

but 
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but  a  more  natural,  a  fafer,  and  a  lefs  expenfive  plan  of 
politics,  than  that  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  other 
party.  We  ought  never  to  forget,  faid  they,  that  we  are 
an  illand  :  and  that  this  circumflance,  fo  favourable  both 
to  our  political  and  to  our  civil  liberty,  prefcribes  to  us  a 
conduct  very  different  from  that  of  any  other  nation. 
Our  natural  ftrength  is  a  maritime  ftrength,  as  trade  is 
our  natural  employment ;  thefe  muff  always  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  they  mutually  fupport  each  other.  But,  if 
turning  our  back  to  our  real  interefts,  and  abandoning  our 
natural  element,  we  enter  that  inextricable  labyrinth  of 
continental  politics ;  if  we  make  ourfelves  parties  in 
every  controverfy;  if  we  exhauft  our  wealth  in  purchafing 
the  ufelefs  and  precarious  ffiendfhip  of  every  petty  prince 
or  if  ate ;  if  we  waffe  the  blood  of  our  people  in  all  the 
quarrels  that  may  arife  on  the  continent;  fo  far  from  go¬ 
ing  in  the  right  way  to  reduce  France,  that  we  attack  her 
on  the  ffrong  fide,  and  only  deftroy  ourfelves  by  our  ill  judg¬ 
ed  efforts  againff  the  enemy.  That  we  can  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  fuperiority  of  France  on  the  continent,  whilft 
we  preferve  our  fuperiority  at  fea  ;  that  we  can  always  cut 
the  finews  of  the  enemy’s  ftrength  by  deftroying"  their 
traffic  ;  that  to  fear  an  invafton  from  a  power  weak  in  its 
marine,  is  the  idleft  of  all  fears  ;  that  in  cafe  an  invafton 
were  poffible,  a  well  trained  national  militia,  fupplying  by 
their  zeal  the  defedts  of  their  difeipline,  would  prove  our 
beft  protedtion  ;  that  a  ftanding  army  is  in  whatever  fhape 
dangerous  to  freedom ;  and  that  a  government  like  ours, 
connedfed  by  its  very  elfence  with  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jedf,  can  never  be  in  want  of  the  fupports  of  defpotic  power. 
As  little  is  parliamentary  influence  neceffary.  A  govern¬ 
ment  pleaftng  to  the  people,  as  every  good  government 
muft  be,  can  never  be  generally  oppofed ;  and  men  need 
no  bribes  to  perfuade  them  to  their  duty. 

Thefe  notions,  fo  oppoftte  in  their  extreams,  might  be 
reconciled  in  a  medium,  and  ufed  to  temper  each  other. 
For  as,  on  one  hand,  it  would  be  very  abfurd  to  make  no 
fort  of  advantage  of  ourinfular  iltuation,  but  to  eno-ao-e  in 

o  ^  ^  ^  o  o 

all  the  buiinefs  of  the  continent  without  referve,  and  to 
plunge  ourfelves  into  real  evils  out  of  a  dread  of  poftible 
mifehiefs;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  to  think  ourfelves  whollv 
unconcerned  in  the  fortunes  of  our  neighbours  on  the 
continent,  or  to  think  of  aiding  them  in  any  cafe,  only 
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by  the  way  of  diverfion  with  our  fleets,  would  be  a  way 
of  proceeding,  ftill  more  extravagant  than  the  former.  If 
fuch  notions  were  reduced  to  pra&ice,  we  might  foon  lofe 
all  thofe  advantages  derived  from  a  fituation  which  we 
abufed. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  fuch  a  temperament,  could  not 
be  perceived  during  the  ferment  of  that  time,  in  which 
thefe  topics  were  bandied  to  and  fro  with  infinite  heat. 
The  refignation,  or  rather  deprivation,  of  the  popular  mi- 
niftry,  only  increafed  their  popularity,  and  the  general 
difcontent ;  the  people  could  not  believe  that  good  mea- 
fures  could  be  purfued,  when  thofe,  in  whom  alone  they 
confided,  were  not  employed ;  almoft  all  the  corporations 
of  the  kingdom  prefented  the  deprived  minifters  with  their 
freedom,  and  addrefled  them  in  the  warmeft  manner,  tefti- 
fying  the  nr  ft  intire  approbation  of  their  conduct,  and 
the  fincereft  concern  to  fee  them  out  of  employment. 

This  conflidl  between  an  old  eftablifhed  intereft,  and  the 
torrent  of  popularity,  continued  for  a  long  time,  and  the 
nation  was  almoft  ruined  by  it.  It  isnoteafy,  nor  perhaps 
quite  proper,  to  attempt  to  trace  the  fteps  by  which  fo  hap¬ 
py  a  coalition,  as  we  have  feen  take  place,  was  brought 
about.  But  it  was  formed  in  fuch  manner,  has  held  to¬ 
gether  with  fuch  folidity,  and  produced  fuch 
excellent  effects,  as  I  believe  the  moll:  fanguine  June  29. 
could  not  have  hoped  for  at  that  time.  Mr.  P.  1757. 
was  again  reftored  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
ftate,  the  D.  of  N.  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafuryw^* 
Mr.  F.  was  appointed  paymafter  of  the  forces.  This  ar* 
rangement,  which  gave  very  general  fatisfa&ion,  was  how¬ 
ever  difiiked  by  thofe,  whom  their  violent  attachment  to 
theii  paity  had  infpired  with  a  narrow  and  exclufive  fpirit. 

It  was  the  beft  meafure,  becaufe  it  was  an  healing  mea- 
fure;  and  it  was  little  lefs  than  impoffible  for  anv  parti¬ 
cular  party  to  carry  on  public  bufinefs  on  its  fingle  bot¬ 
tom.  b 

It  was  high  time  that  our  domeftic  diffientions  fhould  be 
compofed  at  1  aft.  brom  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  in  which  we  had  any  concern,  we  heard  Auo-.  i4. 
of  nothing  but  loffies  and  calamities.  In  America  1 7  c6 
we  loft  the  Fort  of  Ofwego.  That  fort,  fitua- 
ted  at  the  mouth  of  the  Onondaga  river,  commanded 
a  commodious  harbour  on  the  Lake  Ontario.  It  was  built 
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by  General  Shirley,  and  jdefigned  to  cover  the  country  of 
the  Five  Nations;  to  fecure  the  Indian  trade;  to  interrupt 
the  communication  between  the  French  northern  and 
louthern  eftablifhments  ;  and  to  open  a  way  to  our  arms  to 
attack  the  forts  of  Frontenac  and  Niagara.  For  thefe 
purpofes,  fome  frigates  had  been  fitted  out  for  cruizing, 
and  a  number  of  boats  prepared  for  the  tranfportation  of 
troops  ;  but  they  all  fell  to  the  enemy  with  the  fort,  where 
100  pieces  of  cannon  were,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
provifion.  1600  men  were  made  prifoners  of  war.  The 
place  made  but  a  trifling  refiftance,  fcarce  holding  out 
three  days  ;  the  attempts  to  relieve  it  were  too  late.  The 
French  demolifhed  the  fort. 

Our  Ioffes  were  not  confined  to  America.  The  E.  India 
company  received  a  blow,  which  would  have  fhaken  an 
eftablifhment  of  lefs  ftrength  to  its  foundations.  The  news 
of  the  war  between  France  and  England  had  not  yet  reach¬ 
ed  India,  but  a  new  and  very  formidable  enemy  was  railed 
up  in  that  quarter.  The  Nabob  of  Bengal  (the  Nabobs 
are  a  fpecies  of  viceroys  to  the  Grand  Mogul,  grown 
aimoft  independent  in  their  feveral  provinces,)  irritated  at 
the  protection  given  to  one  of  his  fubjeCIs  in  the  Englifh 
fort  of  Calcutta,  and,  as  it  is  faid,  at  the  refufal  of  fome 
duties  to  which  he  claimed  a  right,  levied  a  great  army, 
and  laid  liege  to  that  place.  The  Governor,  terrified  by 
the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort  with  feve¬ 
ral  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  fettlement,  who  faved 
themfelves  with  their  moff  valuable  effects  on  board  the 
Ihips. 

Thus  deferted.  Mr.  Hollwel,  the  fecond  in  command, 
bravely  held  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity,  with  a  few 
gallant  friends,  and  the  remains  of  a  feeble  garrifon,  A 
very  noble  defence  was  infufficient  to  keep  an  untenable 
plaqe,  qr  to  affeCl  an  ungenerous  enemy.  The  fort  was 
taken,  and  the  garrifon  being  made  prifoners, 
June 26.  were  thruft  into  a  narrow  dungeon.  Hollwel, 
with  a  few  others,  came  out  alive,  to  paint  a 
feene  of  the  moff  cruel  diftrefs  which  perhaps  human 
nature  ever  fuffered.  The  Eaft  India  company  loft  their 
principal  fettlement  in  Bengal,  and  a  fort,  which  fecured 
to  them  the  moft  valuable  part  of  their  trade. 

In  the  fpace  of  this  unfortunate  year,  we  were  ftripped 
of  Minorca  and  Ofwcgo ;  we  apprehended  an  invafion 
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of  Great  Britain  itfelf :  our  councils  were  torn  to  pieces 
by  factions  ;  and  our  military  force  was  every  where  in 
contempt.  Amidft  thefe  lo/Tes,  we  confidered  as 
Feb.  13.  fome  advantage,  the  red udf ion  of  the  principal 
fort  of  Angria,  a  piratical  prince,  who  had  been 
many  years  troublefome  to  the  Englifll  trade  in  the  Eaft 
Indies.  This  fervice  was  performed  by  Admiral  Watfon 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

CHAP.  III. 

State  of  the  confederacy  a  gain  ft  the  King  of  PruJJia .  French 
pafs  the  Wefer .  King  of  Frujfia  enters  Bohemia .  Battle 
of  Prague i  Prague  mvejled .  Count  Daun  takes  the  con:-' 
?nand  of  the  Aujlrian  army ,  Battle  of  Colin f 

WHAT  turn  the  Englifh  politics  were  like  to  take 
in  the  year  1759,  feemed  for  fome  time  uncertain. 
T  he  new  minidry  did  not  feem  well  effablifhed  ;  nor  was 
it  well  known,  whether  they  would  purfue  the  plans  and 
preferve  the  connexions  of  the  old.  Abroad,  every  thing 
was  prepared  for  opening  the  campaign  with  the  utmoft 
€clat.  All  Europe  was  in  motion. 

France,  in  order  to  demonftrate  to  the  Queen  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  the  advantageous  choice  fhe  had  made  in  connecting 
herfelf  with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  formed  two  great  ar¬ 
mies.  The  firft  was  compofed  of  near  80,000  men,  the 
flower  of  the  f  rench  troops,  attended  with  a  vail  artillery 
and  commanded  by  M.  d’Etrces,  a  General  of  the  belt 
eftablifhed  reputation  fhe  had  in  her  fervice.  Under  him 
ferved  M.  de  Contades,  M.  Chevert,  and  the  Count  de  St. 
Germain,  all  officers  of  high  character,  and  all  fit  to  com¬ 
mand  in  chief,  if  M.  d’Etrees  had  not  been  appointed  to 
that  eminence.  This  formidable  army  palled  the  Rhine, 
and  marched  by  Weftphalia,  in  order  to  invade  the  Kino  of 
Pru  ilia’s  dominions  in  quality  of  allies  to  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  Empire,  and 
to  no  other  intent,  as  it  was  pretended  ;  but  in  reality,  with 
a  view  to  reduce  Hanover  alio.  They  judged  that  their 
operations  againft  tfie  King  of  Pruflia  might  be  executed, 
and  their  fchefne  to  drive  the  King  of  England  into  fome 
concefiions  with  regard  to  America,  might  be  compleated 
by  on £  and  the  tame  blew.  1  he  fecond  army  was  comv- 
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manded  by  the  Prince  de  Soubife;  it  confifted  of  about 
25,000  men.  This  army  was  deftined  to  ftrengthen  the 
Imperial  army  of  execution ;  but  before  it  had  palled 
the  Rhine,  it  made  itfelf  mafter  of  Cleves,  Meurs  and 
Gueldres,  whilft  a  detachment  from  d’Etrees’s  army  feized 
upon  the  town  of  Emden,  and  whatever  elfe  belonged  to 

Pruffia  in  Eaft  Friefland. 

'  *  .  » 

As  foon  as  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  entered  Saxony  in 
the  beginning  of  the  preceding  fummer,  procefs  was  com¬ 
menced  again#  him  in  the  Emperor’s  Aulic  council,  and 
before  the  diet  of  the  Empire.  It  is  not  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  how  the  affair  muff  have  been  decided  ;  when  thofe 
who  feared  the  King  of  Pruffia,  believed  they  had  a  fair 
opportunity  to  reduce  him  :  and  when  thofe  who  feared  the 
houfe  of  Auffria,  were,  by  that  very  fear,  obliged  to  fup- 
port  the  power  they  dreaded  :  accuftomed  as  they  were 
to  the  influence  of  a  family  in  which  the  Empire  had  fb 
long  been  in  a  manner  hereditary ;  and  over-awed  by  the 
appearance  of  a  confederacy,  the  moft  formidable  the 
world  had  ever  yet  feen.  Accordingly  the  King  of  Pruffia 
was  condemned  for  contumacy:  and  the  Fifcal  had  orders 
to  notify  to  him  that  he  was  put  under’  the  ban  of  the 
Empire,  and  adjudged  fallen  from  all  the  dignities  and  pof- 
feffions  which  he  held  under  it.  The  circles  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  were  ordered  to  furnifh  their  contingents  of  men  and 
money  to  put  this  fentence  in  execution  ;  but  the  contin¬ 
gents  were  collected  flowly,  the  troops  were  badly  compo- 
fed,  and  probably  this  army  had  never  been  able  to  act,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  Affiftance  offered  under  the  Prince 
de  Soubife. 

The  Auftrians,  who  were  principals  in  the  quarrel,  were 
not  behind  their  auxiliaries  in  the  greatnefs  of  their  pre¬ 
parations  \  they  made  the  moft  ftrenuous  efforts,  by  which 
they  affembled  a  body  of  upwards  of  100, coo  men  in 
Bohemia,  and  committed  the  command  to  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain,  affiftedbyM.  Brown.  In  the  north  all  things 
threatened  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  Czarina  true  to  her 
refentments  and  her  engagements,  had  fent  a  body  of  60,000 
men  commanded  by  M.  Apraxin,  who  were  in  full  march 
to  invade  the  Ducal  Pruffia,  whilft  a  ftrong  fleet  was  equip¬ 
ped  in  the  Baltick,  to  co-operate  with  that  army.  Altho’ 
the  King  of  Sweden  was  allied  in  blood  and  inclination  to 
his  Pruffian  majefty,  yet  thejealoufy  which  the  Senate  en¬ 
tertained 
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tertained  of  their  fovereign j  the  hope  of  recovering  their 
antient  poflefiions  in  Pomerania  by  means  of  the  nrefent 
troubles,  and  in  fine  their  old  attachment  to  France/ newly 
cemented  by  intrigues  and  fubfidies,  made  their  ill  in¬ 
clinations  to  the  caufe  of  Prulfia  more  than  fufpiciouS. 
Hitherto  indeed  nothing  more  than  the  tendency  of  their 
councils  was  fully  known.  The  Duke  of  Mecklenbour» 
took  the  fame  party,  and  agreed  to  join  the  Swedilh  army 
when  it  mould  be  affembled,  with  6000  men  a  proceed- 
ing  which  he  has  fince  had  realon  to  repent  bitterly.  Thus 
were  the  forces  of  five  mighty  ftates  *,  each  of  which  had 
in  their  turn  been  a  terror  to  all  Europe,  united  to  reduce 
the  heir  of  the  Marquifles  of  Brandenbourg  /  and  in  fuch 
a  point  of  danger  and  glory,  had  the  great  and  formidable 
abilities  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  placed  him,  with  little,  in 
companion,  that  could  enable  him  to  fuftain  the  violence  of 
fo  many  mocks,  except  what  thofe  abilities  fupplied.  But 
his  artonilhing  oeconomy,  the  incomparable  older  of  his 
finances,  the  difcipline  of  his  armies  beyond  all  praife,  a 
fagacity  that  forefavv  everything,  a  vigilance  that  attended 
every  thing,  a  conftancy  that  no  labour  could  fubdue,  a 

e  glance 

that  catches  the  deciiive  moment,  all  thefe  feemed  to  form 

thibnn?f  bai  unCf  t0  ‘he.  vaft  weiSht  aSainft  him,  turned 
the  wifhes  of  his  friends  into  hopes,  and  made  them  depend 

htion"^01110^  that  ^  n0t  Whhin  the  P°Wer  of  calcu- 

The  only  army  that  appeared  in  his  favour  was  a  body 

r6611  30  arJ  40,000  Hanoverians  and  Heffians,  who 
wnh  fame  reinforcements  of  his  own  troops,  formed  an 
army  of  observation,  commanded  by  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  o.  Cumberland  ;  this  army  was  ported  on  the 
Wefer,  to  watch  the  motions  of  M/d’Etrees.  The  vaft 
and  unwieldy  body  of  the  French,  encumbered  as  the 
-  rench  ar™les  always  are  by  an  immenfe  baggage,  and  an 

innumerable  multitude  of  mouths  without  hands,  mSe  a 
very  flow  progrefs  through  the  rough  and  barren  Cmi-i*r- 
that  lies  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Wefer,  All  the  abili- 
ties  of  the  French  general  were  employed  in  finding  fubfif- 
tence  for  his  troops.  His  Royal  Highnefs  on  the  other 
nd,  difplayed  great  abilities  in  throwing  all  poffible  in 

fir  ,ts  ry- ■ But •"* 

removed  by  the  fuperiorit^of  numbers,  the  Hanoverian 
*  Auftria,  Ruffia,  France,3  Sweden,  the  Empire. 
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army  gradually  gave  way,  yielding  to  that  fuperiority, 
and  the  French  troops  palled  the  Wefer  without  oppo- 
iition.  '  \ 

In  the  mean  time,  his  Pruffian  majerty  being  determined 
according  to  his  maxim,  to  lay  the  cloth  as  from  home 
as  poifible ;  made  his  difpolitions  for  carrying  the  war  into 
Bohemia  as  fpeedily  as  the  feafon  would  admit.  Three 
great  bodies  of  his  troops  entered  into  that  kingdom  by 
three  very  different  ways,  but  nearly  at  the  fame  time. 
M.  Schwerin  penetrated  into  it  from  Silefia.  The  Prince 
of  Bevern  entered  with  the  corps  under  his  command  from 
Lufatia,  and  defeated  as  a  preliminary  to  a  more  decifive 
vidiory,  a  body  of  28,000  Auftrians  who  oppo- 
Apr.  21,  fed  him.  The  King  himfelf  prepared  to  enter 
Bohemia  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  corps  com¬ 
manded  by  thefe  Generals  ;  and  as  he  feemed  difpofed  to 
march  towards  Egra,  the  enemy  imagined  he  intended  to 
execute  fome  defign  diftindt  from  the  objedf  of  his  other 
armies.  With  this  idea  they  detached  a  body  of  20,000 
men,  $0  obferve  his  motions.  The  King  of  Prullia  find¬ 
ing  that  this  feint  had  all  its  effedl,  made  a  fudden  and 
maflerly  movement  to  his  left,  by  which  he  cut  off  all 
communication  between  that  detachment  and  the  main 
army  of  the  Auflrians.  Spirited  with  this  advantage,  he 
pufhed  onwards  with  the  utmofl  rapidity  to  Prague,  where 
he  joined  the  corps  under  the  prince  of  Bevern  and  M, 
Schwerin,  who  had  advanced  with  inconceivable  diligence 
to  meet  him.  Never  were  operations  executed  with  more 
judgment,  celerity  and  fuccefs. 

The  Auftrian  army  was  little  fhort  of  ico,COO  men,  and 
the  fituation  of  their  camp,  fortified  by  every  ad- 
May  6.  vantage  of  nature,  and  every  contrivance  of  art* 
fuch  as  on  common  occafions  might  juftly  be 
confidered  as  impregnable  ;  but  the  Pruffians,  being  near¬ 
ly  as  numerous  as  the  enemy,  infpired  by  a  fociety  pf dan¬ 
ger  with  their  King,  and  filled  with  that  noble  enthufiafm, 
which,  whilft  it  urges  to  daring  enterpriles,  almoft  enfures 
their  fuccefs,  palled  morafles,  chined  precipices,  faced 
batteries,  and  after  a  bloody  and  obflinate  refinance,  totally 
defeated  the  Auflrians,  They  took  their  camp,  military 
chert,  cannon,  all  the  trophies  of  a  complete  victory.  The 
lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  vidtprs,  as  well  as  die  vanquished, 
was  very  great;  but  both  fides  had  yet  a  greater  lots  in 
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the  death  of  two  of  the  beft  generals  in  Europe.  M.  Schwe¬ 
rin  was  killed  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  with  the  colo¬ 
nels  ftandard  in  his  hand  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  M„ 
Brown  received  a  wound,  which,  from  the  chagrin  he 
fuffered  rather  than  from  its  own  nature,  proved  mortal. 

About  40,000  of  the  Auftrian  army  took  refuge  in 
Prague.  The  reft  fled  different  ways.  The  King  of  Pruftia 
loft  no  time  to  inveft  the  place,  and  to  cut  off  all  fuccours. 
If  on  one  hand  fuch  an  immenfe  garrifon  made  an  attack 
unadvifeable,  on  the  other  that  formidable  number  itfelf 
feemed  to  make  the  reduction  of  the  place  by  famine  the 
more  certain.  The  King  of  Pruftia  not  relying  folely  on 
this,  prepared  to  bombard  the  town.  On  the  29th  of 
May,  at  midnight,  after  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  of  rain  and 
thunder,  as  if  it  were  to  difplay  how  much  more  ruinous 
the  malice  of  men  may  be,  than  the  greateft  terrors  of  na¬ 
ture,  on  the  fignal  of  a  rocket,  four  batteries,  which  dif- 
charged  every  twenty-four  hours  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  bombs,  befides  a  vaft  multitude  of  red  hot  balls,  be¬ 
gan  to  pour  deftrudtion  on  that  unfortunate  city,  which  was 
loon  in  flames  in  every  part.  The  garrifon  made  a  vigo¬ 
rous  defence,  and  one  well  conducted  and  defperate  fally  : 
but  they  were  repulfed  with  great  lofs.  The  principal 
magiftrates,  burgeffes,  and  clergy,  feeing  their  city  on  the 
point  of  being  reduced  to  an  heap  of  rubbifh,  made  the 
moft  moving  iupplications  to  the  commander  to  liften  to 
terms.  The  commander  was  deaf  to  their  prayers.  "T  welve 
thoufand  of  the  moft  ufelefs  mouths  were  driven  out  of 
the  city.  The  Pruftians  forced  them  in  again’.  The  affairs 
of  the  emprefs  feemed  verging  to  inevitable  definition  ;  a 
whole  army  was  upon  the  point  of  furrendering  prifoners 
of  war;  the  capital  of  Bohemia  on  the  point  of  being  ta¬ 
ken,  and  with  it  all  the  reft  of  that  flourifhing  kingdom. 
*1  he  fanguine  friends  to  the  King  of  Pruftia  began  to  com¬ 
pute  the  diftance  of  Vienna. 

In  this  defperate  fxtuation  of  affairs,  Leopold  Count 
Da un  entered  on  the  ftagc,  and  began  to  turn  the  fortune 
of  the  war.  This  General  never  had  commanded  in  chief 
before  ;  but  he  was  formed,  by  a  long  courfe  of  experience 
in  various  parts  of  Europe,  under  the  greateft  Generals, 
and  in  the  moft  illuftrious  feenes  of  adlions.  Though  of  a 
very  noble  family,  he  had,  without  the  leaft  aftiftance  from 
court  favour,  rifen  ipfenfibly  by  the  flow  gradation  of  mere 
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merit,  with  much  efleem  and  without  any  noife.  This 
General  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  Prague,  the  day 
after  the  great  battle.  He  collected  the  fugitive  parties  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  and  retired  to  a  poll  of  great  flrength, 
from  whence  he  fed  the  troops  in  Prague  with  hopes  of  re¬ 
lief.  But  as  no  man  better  underflood  the  fuperiority  of 
the  Pruffian  troops,  and  as  he  was  fenfible  of  the  impreflion 
which  the  late  defeat  had  left  upon  his  men,  he  carefully 
avoided  to  precipitate  matters  by  an  hafly  action.  He 
knew  that  the  fituation  he  had  chofen  would  embarrafs 'the 
Pruilians^  that  a  large  party  of  their  army  mufl  be  always 
employed  to  watch  him ;  that  this  would  weaken  their  ef¬ 
forts  again#  the  great  body  fhut  up  in  Prague,  whilfl  his 
own  forces  gained  time  to  recover  their  fpirits,  and  to  in- 
creafe  in  flrength  by  the  daily  fuccours,  which  his  court 
exerted  all  their  powers  to  fend  him:  with  thefe  ideas  he 
waited  in  his  entrenched  camp  at  Colin,  to  a Cl  as  events 
fhould  direCt. 

The  King  ofPruflia  was  not  lefs  fenfible  than  Count 
Daun  of  the  effeCts  of  this  conduct.  He  determined  at  all 
adventures  to  diflodge  him  from  the  pofl  he  held  j  but 
whether  it  was  that  the  King  feared  to  weaken  his  army, 
which  had  actually  an  army  to  befiege,  or  whether  he  was 
blinded  by  a  train  of  uniform  fuccefs,  which  made  him 
believe  his  arms  irrefiftable  under  every  difadvantage,  or 
whatever  were  his  motives  or  neceffities,  the  whole  army 
employed  in  this  undertaking,  including  the  Prince  of 
Bevern’s  corps,  did  not  exceed  32,000  men,  cavalry  and 
infantry ;  and  with  thefe  he  was  to  attack  60,000  men, 
in  one  of  the  flrongeft  fituations  which  could  be 
June  1 8.  chofen,  and  defended  by  a  vafl  train  of  artillery. 
Whatever  the  moft  impetuous  and  well  regula¬ 
ted  courage,  whatever  an  ardor  infpired  by  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  fo  many  victories  could  do  towards  overcoming 
every  kind  of  difadvantage,  was  done  by  the  Pruilians  on 
this  occafion.  They  returned  to  the  attack  feven  times  : 
in  none  of  their  victorious  battles  had  their  bravery  been 
more  confpicuous.  Both  the  King's  brothers  were  in  the 
field  ;  and  they  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expected  from 
the  King  of  Pruflia's  brothers.  The  King  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  cavalry,  made  one  furious  and  concluding 
charge.  Every  thing  was  tried,  and  every  thing  was  un- 
fuccefsful.  The  want  of  a  fuffieiently  numerous  infantry, 
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in  a  ground  where  his  cavalry  could  not  fupport  them,  the 
want  of  an  equal  artillery,  the  advantageous  fituation  of  the 
enemy,  their  numbers,  their  bravery,  their  General,  obli¬ 
ged  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  quit  the  field.  What  his  lof$ 
was  is  not  fo  certain ;  it  was  undoubtedly  great  in  the  ac¬ 
tion,  but  ftill  greater  by  defertions,  and  the  innumerable 
ill  confequences  that  follow  a  defeat. 

Though  the  King  of  PrufTia  was  defeated  in  this  battle, 
and  though  he  brought  on  his  defeat  in  a  great  meafure, 
by  fome  errors  of  his  own,  yet  whatever  fmail  blemifh  his 
military  fkill  might  have  fuftered,  his  reputation  v/as  railed 
higher  than  ever,  in  the  opinion  of  all  judicious  men, 
by  the  noble  and  candid  manner  in  which  he  acknowledged 
his  miftake,  by  the  firmnefs  with  which  he  bore  his  mif- 
fortune,  and  by  thofe  aftonifhing  ftrekes  of  genius  and 
heroifm,  by  which  he  retrived  his  lofs.  The  fmiles  of 
fortune  make  conquerors  5  it  is  her  malice  which  difcovers 
heroes. 

•  •  '  •  ■  •  .  • 
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CHAP.  IV. 

«  « 

Confequence  of  the  battle  of  Colin .  King  of  P  ruff  a  evacu¬ 
ates  Bohemia .  Battle  of  Hajlenbeck .  Convention  of 
Clojler-feven .  Expedition  to  Rochfort.  Ruffians  enter 

Pruffia.  Auflrians  befiege  Schwcidnitz .  French  and 
Imperialifls  make  incurfions  into  Brandenburg h.  Swedes 
enter  Pomerania .  Battle  of  Nor  kitten.  General  Leh- 

wald  defeated.  Bad  condition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

'VTEVER  was  the  old  obfervation,  une  bat  aille  perdue 
a  un  mauvais  cu ,  more  verified  than  in  the  confe¬ 
quences  of  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Colin.  Though  the 
King  retired  unpurfued  by  his  enemies,  he  was  obliged  to 
rejoin  his  own  army  before  Prague  without  delay,  and  to 
raife  the  blockade  of  that  place.  The  imprifoned  Auftrians 
with  joy  received  Count  Daun  their  deliverer,  and  their 
united  forces  became  greatly  fuperior  to  the  Pru Ilians. 
The  King  was  in  a  fhort  time  obliged  to  evacuate  Bohemia, 
and  take  refuge  in  Saxony.  The  Auftrians  harafled  him  as 
much  as  poffible ;  but  their  armies,  notwithflanding  their 
great  fuperiority,  were  not  in  a  condition  from  theTr  late 
fuffe rings  to  make  any  decifive  attempt  upon  him,  as  the 
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frontiers  of  Saxony  abound  with  fituations  eafilv  de- 
fended.  ^ 

.  ^  King  of  PrufHa’s  misfortunes  now  poured  in  upon 
him  at  once,  and  from  every  quarter.  The  army  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  continually  re¬ 
tired  before  the  French,  after  they  had  pafled  the  Wefer, 
came  however  to  a  refolution  to  make  a  fland  at  Haften- 
beck,  within  a  few  Miles  of  Hammelen,  where  it  was 
judged  that  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy  might  be 
the  lead:  prejudicial;  but  notwithftanding  the  advantages 
of  the  fituation,  the  bravery  of  the  Hanoverians,  and  the 
condudt  of  the  Duke,  the  allied  army  was  driven  from  the 
field  of  battle,  and  retreated  towards  Stade.  By 
July  25*  taking  this  route  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  driven 
into  a  fort  of  cul  de  jac.  Unable  by  his  fituation 
to  retire*  or  by  his  ftrength  to  advance,  he  was  compelled 
to  fign  the  remarkable  capitulation  of  Clcfier- 
Sept.  7.  feven,  by  which  38,000  Hanoverians  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  were  difperfed  into  different 
quarters  of  cantonment.  The  French  army  had  a 
little  before  this  changed  its  commander.  D’Etrees, 
the  favourite  of  all  the  military  men,  was  removed  from 
the  command,  which  was  conferred  on  the  Duke  de  Rich- 
lieu,  who  excelled  him  and  all  mankind  in  the  profeflion  of 
a  courtier.  The  Hanoverians  wrere  now  quite  fubcued, 
and  all  the  French  force,  let  loofe  by  this  treaty,  was  ready 
to  fall  in  upon  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  dominions. 

An  enterprize  was  concerted  in  England  again#  the  coaft 
of  F  ranee,  to  make  a  diverfion  in  his  favour,  by  drawing 
a  part  of  the  French  army  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
country.  England  propofed  to  compafs  another  great  de- 
fign,  and  which  fhe  had  equally  at  heart,  by  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  which  was  to  give  an  effectual  blow  to  the  marine  of 
France.  The  deftination  of  this  armament  wras  kept  a  pro¬ 
found  fecret,  and  whilft  it  excercifed  the  penetration  of  all 
the  politicians  of  Europe,  it  filled  France  with  the  moft 
ferious  alarms.  The  Englifh  Fleet  at  laft  appeared  before 
Rochfort.  Some  time  was  (pent  before  it  could 
Sep.  21.  be  refolved  what  plan  was  to  be  followed  in  the’ 
attack  ;  at  laft  it  was  refolved  to  fecure  the  fmall 
ifle  of  Aix,  from  whence  forne  obflrudiion  was  apprehended 
to  their  landing-.  The  if] and  was  foon  reduced;  but  as 
a  good  deal  of  time  was  confuined  \n  theft  deliberations  and 

adiions, 


1757-  2^#  History  of  the  War;  27 

a&ions,  the  militia  of  the  country  had  time  to  gather,  and 
there  was  an  appearance  of  two  camps  on  the  fhore.  The 
commanders  now  took  into  confideration  the  badnefs  of  the 
coaft,  the  danger  of  landing,  the  time  the  enemy  had  to 
put  the  place  in  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as  might  make 
any  fudden  attempt,  or  coup  de  main ,  unfuccefsful :  in 
confequence  of  thefe  deliberations,  they  unanimoufly  re- 
folved  to  return  without  making  any  attempt. 
Sep.  29.  The  difappointment  of  the  nation  was  equal 
to  the  fanguine  hopes  we  had  conceived ;  nothing 
could  exceed  the  general  difcontent.  The  military  men 
blamed  the  plan  of  the  expedition.  The  Minifters,  and 
with  them  the  public  voice,  exclaimed  at  the  execution. 
A  court  of  enquiry ,  of  officers  of  reputation,  cenfured  the 
commander;  a  court  martial ,  of  officers  of  reputation, 
acquitted  him.  *  The  expedition  ferved  only  in  England  to 
increafe  and  imbitter  our  diflention3,  and  to  turn  our  at¬ 
tention  to  vain  difputes.  It  did  nothing  towards  relieving 
the  King  of  Pruffia. 

The  Ruffians,  who  had  made  for  a  long  time  a  dilatory 
march  and  feemed  uncertain  of  their  own  refolution,  all 
at  once  haftened  their  motions.  They  entered  the  Ducal 
Pruffia  under  M.  Apraxin  and  General  Fermer,  and  marked 
their  progrefs  by  a  thoufand  inhuman  cruelties.  A  large 
body  of  Auftrians  entered  Silefia,  and  penetrated  as  far  as 
Breflau.  Then  they  made  a  turn  backwards,  and  laid  fiege 
to  the  important  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz,  j u ft  1  y  confidered 
as  the  key  of  that  dutchy,  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  war. 
Another  body  entered  Lufatia,  and  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  Zittau.  Twenty-two  thoufand  Swedes  pierced 
into  the  Pruffian  Pomerania,  took  the  towns  of  Anclam  and 
Demmein,  and  laid  the  whole  country  under  contributions. 
Richlieu,  freed  from  all  opposition  on  the  fide  of  Hanover, 
made  his  way  into  Halberftad,  and  the  old  marche  of 
Brandepburgh,  firft  exa£ling  contributions,  and  then  plun¬ 
dering  the  towns.  The  army  cf  the  Empire,  reinforced  by 
that  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  after  many  delays,  was  at 
laft  on  full  march  to  enter  Saxony ;  this  left  the  Auftrians  at 
liberty  to  turn  the  greateft  part  of  their  forces  to  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Silefia.  General  Haddick  pierced  through  Lufatia, 
palled  by  the  Pruffian  armies,  and,  fuddenly  prefenting 
himfelf  before  the  gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  King  of  Pruffia’s 
capital  under  contribution;  and  though  he  retired  on  the 
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approach  of  a  body  of  Pruffians,  yet  he  ftill  kept  polTeflion 
o  is  former  port,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  King  with  Silefia.  The  fate  which  feemed  to 
1  ^  ^reatened  ^le  Emprefs  fome  months  ago,  was  now 
oo  ed  upon  as  the  certain  lot  of  her  antagonift.  All  his 
endeavours  to  retrieve  his  affairs  had  hitherto  been  equally 
brave  and  unfuccefsful.  General  Lehwald  had  orders  at 
any  hazard  to  engage  the  Ruffians:  with  thirty  thoufand 
he  attacked  double  that  number  ftrongly  entrenched,  at  a 
place  called  Norkitten;  but  after  feveral  of  thole 
Aug.  30.  wonderful  efforts,  which  the  Pruffians  alone 
knew  how  to  make,  he  was  compelled  to  retire; 
but  he  retired  in  excellent  order,  without  being  purfued’ 
having  killed  five  times  more  of  the  enemy,  than  he  had 
loft  of  his  own  men,  and  more  formidable  after  his  defeat 
than  the  Ruffians  after  their  vid^ory.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
exerted  himfelf  upon  every  fide ;  his  enemies  almoft  always 
fled  before  him ;  but  whilft  he  purfued  one  body,  another 
gained  in  fome  other  part  upon  him,  and  the  winter  came 
on  faft,  as  his  ftrength  decayed,  and  his  adverfaries  multi-* 
plied  from  every  quarter.  The  following  letter  which  ap~ 
peared  in  the  public  papers  about  this  time,  paints  the  con¬ 
dition  of  that  diftreffed  monarch,  in  fo  full  a  manner,  that 
I  fhall  attempt  no  other  defcription  of  it, 

“  Many  perfons,  who  fa w  the  King  of  Pruffia,  when 
he  paffed  lately  through  Leipfic,  cannot  exprefs  how  much 
he  is  altered.  They  fay  he  is  fo  much  worn  away,  that 
they  fcarce  knew  him.  This,  indeed,  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at;  he  hath  not  a  body  of  iron,  like  Charles  XII. 
and  he  endures  as  great  fatigues  as  he  did.  He  is  as  much 
on  horfeback  as  Charles  was,  and  often  lies  upon  the 
ground.  His  inward  bufferings  cannot  be  lefs  than  his  out¬ 
ward  :  let  us  caft  our  eyes  on  a  map  of  the  Pruffian  domi¬ 
nions  ;  and  meafure  what  he  hath  left  of  the  many  fair  pof- 
fcfiions  he  had  in  the  month  of  April  laft,  of  which  a  fpace 
of  feven  months  hath  ftript  him.  Whence  can  he  have 
men?  he  is  fhut  out  from  the  Empire  ;  and  from  whence 
can  he  draw  money?  the  dutchy  of  Guelders,  thedutchy 
of  Cleves,  the  principality  of  Moers,  the  county  of  Lin- 
gen,  the  county  of  Lipftadt,  the  principality  of  Minden, 
Eaft-Friefland,  Embden,  and  its  infant  company,  part  of 
the  archbifhoprick  of  Magdeburgh,  fome  other  parts  of 
the  marche,  Ducal  Pomerania,  a  great  part  of  Silefia,  a 
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great  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia,  Berlin  itfelf,  almoft 
all  his  dominions,  in  fhort,  are  either  taken  from  him,  or 
laid  under  contribution,  and  poffeffed  by  his  enemies,  who 
collet  the  public  revenues,  fatten  on  the  contributions,  and 
with  the  money  wThich  they  draw  from  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  and  other  conquefts  defray  the  expences  of  the 
War.  This  piClure  certainly  differs  greatly  from  that  which 
the  King  of  Pruffia  might  have  fketched  out,  the  day  he 
took  arms  to  enter  Saxony.  Add  to  this  the  Duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland’s  convention,  which  deprived  him  of  all  his  allies, 
and  left  him  without  any  affiftance  whatever,  excepting 
four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  the 
Britifh  parliament  may  give  him.  Add  likewife  fome  do- 
meftic  uneaflne^^es.5, 


CHAP.  V. 

Battle  of  Rofbach ,  Schwaidnitz  taken  by  the  Aujlriam • 

Prince  of  Bevern  attacked  in  his  entrenchments .  Brefau 
taken  by  the  Aujirians.  King  of  Pruffia  marches  to 
Silefea .  The  battle  of  Liffa .  Brefau  retaken .  Aujiri¬ 

ans  driven  out  of  Silefa. 

*  |  'HI S  was  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  fituation,  when  the 
x  will  of  Providence,  and  his  own  wonderful  abilities, 
as  wonderfully  changed  the  feene.  His  majefty  deferred 
to  bring  on  a  decifive  aCtion,  diftrefled  as  his  affairs  were, 
until  the  approach  of  winter ;  had  he  marched  to  attack 
the  Imperial  army,  whilft  it  was  at  a  confiderable  difiance, 
he  muft  either  have  left  Saxony  expofed  to  the  infults  of 
the  Auftrian  parties,  or  have  greatly  weakened  his  own 
forces  employed  in  the  principal  aCtion.  He  therefore  fuf- 
fered  the  army  of  the  Empire  to  advance  to  the  frontiers 
of  Mifnia,  and  even  to  threaten  the  fiege  of  Leipfic,  be¬ 
fore  he  began  to  aCf  againft  them:  he  however  moved  to¬ 
wards  them,  leaving  an  army  in  Lufatia  to  obferve  the 
Auftrians.  On  his  firffc  motions,  the  enemy  retired  with 
precipitation.  But  when  they  had  reinforced  themfelves 
with  numbers  and  courage  fufficient  to  perfuade  them  to 
advance,  the  King  of  Pruflia  in  his  turn  retired.  His  re- 
folution  feemed  to  have  been  to  fight  as  near  Mifnia  as  pof- 
fihle,  and  as  deep  in  the  winter,  as  he  conveniently  might; 
for  if  he  fhould  have  the  good  fortune  to  lucceed  againft 
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the  Imperial  army,  fuch  a  blow,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  would 
effedtually  di fable  them  from  adling  any  thing  to  his  preju¬ 
dice,  for  that  year  at  leaft;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he 
fhould  fail,  Saxony  was  at  hand,  in  which  it  would  prove 
difficult  for  the  enemy  to  make  any  impreffion  whilft  the 
winter  continued.  As  for  the  time  to  be  loft  by  following 
this  plan,  and  the  advantage  it  would  afford  the  Auftrians 
in  their  defigns  on  Silefta,  they  were  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  advantages  which  the  King  received  from  it.  He 
knew  that  Schweidnitz  was  ftrong,  and  excellently  provi¬ 
ded  ;  the  prince  of  Bevern  was  lfrongly  pofted  near  it  to 
obffrudt  the  enemy’s  operations;  the  winter  would  lean 
heavier  on  the  befiegers  ;  and  on  the  -whole,  he  had  reafon 
to  truft  that  his  troops,  animated  by  his  own  prefence  and 
example,  would  prove  far  fuperior  to  the  enemy,  in  endu¬ 
ring  all  the  hardlhips  of  a  winter  campaign. 

After  fome  time  fpent  in  various  movements,  between 
the  allied  army  of  the  Imperialifts  and  French  on  one  fide, 
and  the  Pruffians  on  the  other,  the  King  refolved  to  give 
battle  to  his  enemies,  who  were  now  advanced  to  the  con¬ 
fines  or  Mifnia.  On  the  24th  of  Odfober,  the  King  had 
taken  his  refolution  ;  at  that  time  his  army  happened  to  be 
divided  into  feveral  corps,  fome  of  them  at  a  diffance  of  no 
lefs  than  twenty  leagues  afunder ;  yet  fuch  were  the  fpirit 
and  excellent  difpofftions  of  the  Pruffians,  that  the  jundfion 
of  all  thefe  corps  were  fully  effedfed  on  the  27th,  and  the 
King  advanced  towards  the  enemy.  The  enemy  fell  back 
at  his  approach,  and  repaffed  the  Sala  ;  they  were  followed 
-  clofe.  The  two  armies  met  near  the  village  of 
0V*5'  Rofbach. 

I  he  united  army,  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Saxe 
Hilburghaufen  and  the  prince  of  Soubife,  was  50,000  men 
compieat.  But  the  troops  of  the  Circles  were  new  railed, 
and  many  of  them  not  well  affedted  to  the  fervice,  nor  to 
their  french  allies.  rJ  he  Pruffians  did  not  amount  to 
25,000;  but  then  they  were  Pruffians,  and  led  on  by  the 
King  of  Pruffia.  As  foon  as  the  armies  were  formed,  an4 
the  battle  going  to  begin,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  fo 
many  nations,  and  to  determine  between  force  and  virtue, 
the  King  of  Pruffia  addrefled  his  troops  nearly  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words. 

My  dear  friends,  the  hour  is  comd,  in  which  all  that 
is,  and  all  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  us,  depends  upon 
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“  the  fwords  which  are  now  drawn  for  the  battle.  Time 
<c  permits  me  to  fay  but  little  ;  nor  is  there  occafion  to 
tc  lay  much.  You  know  that  there  is  no  labour,  no  hun- 
iC  ger,  no  cold,  no  watching,  no  danger  that  I  have  not 
<c  fhared  with  you  hitherto;  and  you  now  fee  me  ready  to 
lay  down  my  life  with  you,  and  for  you.  All  I  afk,  is 
<c  the  fame  pledge  of  fidelity  and  aftedlion  that  I  give.  And 
<c  let  me  add,  not  as  an  incitement  to  your  courage,  but 
<c  as  a  teftimony  of  my  own  gratitude,  that  from  this 
cc  hour,  until  you  go  into  quarters,  your  pay  fhall  be 
<c  double.  Acquit  yourfelves  like  men,  and  put  your con- 
fidence  in  God.”  The  effedt  of  this  fpeechwas  fuch  as 
cannot  be  defcribed.  The  general  emotion  burft  in  an  uni- 
verfal  fhout,  and  the  looks  and  demeanor  of  the  men  were 
animated  to  a  fort  of  heroic  phrenfy.  In  this  difpofition, 
which  prognofticated  the  fuccefs,  engagement  began. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  adtion,  the  French  cavalry  came 
on  with  great  fpirit,  but  they  were  repulfed ;  fome  regi¬ 
ments  having  gained  an  eminence,  defended  themfelves 
bravely,  but  in  the  end  they  were  totally  routed.  The  in¬ 
fantry,  both  French  and  Imperialills,  made  but  a  faint  re- 
fi fiance.  1  he  King  of  Pruffia  in  perfon,  expofed  to  the 
hotteft  fire,  led  on  his  troops  ;  the  enemy  gave  way  in  every 
part ;  they  were  feized  with  a  panic,  and  fled  in  the  utmoft 
diforder.  They  left  3000  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle; 
63  pieces  of  cannon,  and  many  colours.  Eight  French 
generals,  250  officers  of  different  ranks,  and  6000  private 
men  were  taken.  Night  alone  faved  from  total  deffrudfion 
the  fcattered  remains  of  an  army  that  in  the  morning  was  fo 
numerous  and  fo  formidable. 

I  have  not  undertaken  on  this,  nor  fhall  I  undertake  upon 
any  other  occafion,  in  thefe  preliminary  chapters,  to  enter 
into  the  detail  of  all  the  various  manoeuvres  of  every  battle  $ 
they  are  matters  little  underftood  by,  and  little  interefting 
to,  the  generality  of  readers.  B  elides,  the  accounts  arc 
fometimes  inaccurate,  and  feldom  or  never  confiffent  with 
each  other. 

The  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  was  fuch 
as  hardly  wanted  to  be  improved  ;  the  enemy  was  left  to¬ 
tally  incapable  of  adfion.  I  he  King  was  fet  free  on  that 
fide  ;  but  it  was  a  freedom  which  gave  him  no  refpite  from 
hjs  labours;  it  only  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  undergo¬ 
ing' 

*  o 


fo.;ce,  and  had  now  begun  to  make  a  proportionable 


had  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  Generals  there,  feemed 
'  Aaken  by  fomething  v/hich  then  appeared,  and  ftill  feems 
ambiguous  in  their  conduct.  The  Auftrians  after  a  fie^e 
from  the  27th  of  Oaober  to  the  nth  of  November, 
carried  on  under  infinite  difficulties  and  with  a  prodigious 
lofs,  ^had  reduced  Schweidnitz,  and  obliged  the  Pruffian 
garriion  of  4000  men  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war.  Soon 
after,  as  they  had  intelligence  of  the  viaory  of  Rofbach, 
and  knew  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  on  full  march  to  the 
relief  of  Silefia,  the  Auftrians  refolved  to  lofe  no  time  to 
attack  the  prince  of  Severn  in  his  ftrong  camp  under  the 
walls  of  Sreflau.  A  treble  fuperiority  incited  them  to  this 
attempt.  They  attacked  the  prince’s  army  with  great  reso¬ 
lution,  and  their  attack  was  fuftained  with  amaz- 
Nov.  22.  mg  intrepidity.  The  /laughter  of  the  Auftrians 
was  prodigious.  A  gfeat  part  of  their  army  had 
retire^  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  reft  were  preparing 
to  retire  ;  when  all  at  once  the  Pruffian  Generals  unexpect¬ 
edly  took  the  lame  refolution.  A  part  of  their  army  had 
Suffered  a  great  deal  in  the  engagement.  They  became 
apprehcnfive  of  a  total  defeat,  in  cafe  their  intrenchments 
Should  be  forced  in  any  part.  With  thefe  ideas  they  re¬ 
treated  from  the  ftrong  poft  they  occupied,  and  retired  be¬ 
hind  the  Oder..  The  Auftrians  returning,  with  aftonifh- 
rnent  Saw  themfelves  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle,  which 
they  had  but  juft  been  obliged  to  relinquish.  What  is  re¬ 
markable,  and  what  gave  rife  to  many  conjectures,  the 
Prince  of  Severn  going  to  reconnoitre  without  efcort,  and 
attended  only  by  a  groom,  was  taken  two  days  after  the 
battle  by  an  advanced  party  of  Croats,  a  Small  body  of 
whom  had  crofted  the  Oder. 

This  advantage,  though  dearly  bought,  was  immediately 


well  as  at  Schweidnitz,  they  found  vaft  /lores  of  provifion, 
ammunition  and  money.  All  Silefia  was  on  the  point  of 
falling  into  their  hands.  Fortune  feems  every  where  to 
have  thrown  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  affairs  into  diffraction, 
in  order  to' raife,  and  as  it  were,  to  round  his  glory  in  efta- 
bhShing  them  ;  and  to  have  been  even  So  jealous  of  his  ho- 
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riour  as  not  to  permit  his  own  excellent  generals  and  incom¬ 
parable  troops  to  triumph  any  where  but  in  his  own  pre¬ 
fence. 

The  King  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  with 
thofe  troops  which  he  had  a  few  days  before  collected  from 
places  an  hundred  miles  diftant  from  each  other,  began  a 
march  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  more,  and  led  them 
from  engaging  one  fuperior  army,  to  engage  another  flill 
more  fuperior ;  from  danger  to  hardfhip,  and  from  hard- 
fhip  to  renewed  danger.  In  the  molt  rapid  march  he  palfed 
through  Thuringia,  through  Mifnia,  through  Lufatia,  in 
fpite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Generals  Haddick  and  Marfhal, 
who  were  polled  in  Lufatia  to  obflrudl  him ;  and  entering 
Silefia  arrived  the  2d  of  December  at  Parchwitz  upon  the 
Oder.  Here  he  was  joined  by  the  Prince  of  Bevern’s  corps 
who  croiTed  that  river  to  meet  him. 

About  this  time  an  incident  happened  which  was  very 
•emarkable ;  one  of  thefe  agreeable  adventures  that  relieve 
:he  mind  amidft  the  perpetual  horror  that  attends  a  narra- 
:ive  of  battles  and  bloodfhed.  The  garrifon  of  Schweid- 
litz  had  feen,  with  the  greatefl  reluctance,  the  capitulation 
vhich  bound  their  hands  from  the  Service  of  their  King 
md  Country.  Whilfl  the  Auflrians  were  conducting  them 
o  prifon,  on  their  route  they  chanced  to  hear  of  the  victory 
heir  mater  had  gained  at  Rofbach ;  animated  with  this 
lews,  they  unanimoufly  rofe  upon  the  efcorte  which  con¬ 
tacted  them,  and  which  happened  not  to  be  very  ffrong, 
nd  entirely  difperfed  it.  Thus  freed,  they  marched  on 
lot  very  certain  of  their  way,  in  hope  to  rejoin  fomc  corps 
>f  the  Pruflian  troops.  T  he  fame  fortune  which  freed 
hem,  led  them  directly  to  the  army  commanded  by  the 
Cing  himfelf,  which  was  haflening  to  their  relief.  Great 
/as  the  joy  on  both  fides  at  this  unexpected  meeting,  for 
he  priioners  had  heard  nothing  of  his  Majefty’s  march, 
rhis  little  incident,  whilft  it  added  a  conliderable  ftrength  . 
0  the  army,  added  likewife  to  its  fpirit,  and  feemed  an 
appy  omen  of  fuccefs  in  the  future  engagement. 

As  his  Pruflian  majefty  approached  to  Breflau,  the  Auf- 
ians  confiding  in  their  fuperiority,  abandoned  their  flrong 
amp  (the  fame  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Prince  of 
►evern)  and  refolved  to  give  the  King  battle.  He  was 
marching  with  the  utmoft  diligence  not  to  difap- 
)ec,s.  point  them  5  and  they  met  near  the  village  of 
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Leuthen.  The  ground  which  the  Auftrians  occupied  was 
N  very  advantageous,  and  every  advantage  of  the  fituation 
was  improved  to  the  utmoft,  by  the  diligence  and  (kill  of 
Count  Daun;  who  remernbring  that  he  was  the  only  Ge¬ 
neral  who  had  ever  carried*the  field  from  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia,  knew  better  than  any  body  how  difficult  it  was  to  ob¬ 
tain  fuch  a  victory.  All  the  difpofitions  were  made  ac¬ 
cordingly  ;  the  ground  they  occupied  was  a  plain,  except 
that  in  fome  part  it  had  fmall  eminences ;  thefe  they  fur- 
rounded  with  artillery  ;  the  ground  was  alfo  interfperfed 
with  thickets,  which  they  fought  to  turn  to  their  advantage. 
On  their  right  and  left  were  hills  on  which  they  planted 
batteries  of  cannon.  The  ground  in  their  front  was  inter¬ 
fered  by  many  caufeways ;  and  to  make  the  whole  more 
impracticable,  the  Auffrians  had  felled  a  vaft  many  trees, 
and  fcattered  them  in  the  way.  The  King  of  Prufiia  was 
not  terrified  with  this  fituation,  nor  with  the  confcioufnefs 
that  above  70,000  excellent  troops,  commanded  by  Count, 
Daun,  were  fo  polled.  The  Prufiians,  who  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed,  as  it  is  faid,  36,000  men,  attacked  them  with  their 
ufual  refolution.  It  was  almoft  impofiible,  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  engagement,  for  the  Pruffian  horfe  to  a£t,  on 
account  of  the  impediments  we  have  juft  mentioned,  but  a 
moft  judicious  difpofition  of  the  King  himfelf  overcame 
that  di  fad  vantage ;  he- had  in  his  firft  dilpofitions  placed 
four  batallion$  behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right  wing,  fore- 
feeing  that  General  Nadafti,  who  was  placed  with  a  corps 
de  referve  on  the  enemies  left,  defigned  to  take  him  in 
flank.  It  happened  as  he  had  forefeen  ;  that  General’s 
horfe  attacked  the  King’s  right  wing  with  great  fury ;  but 
he  was  received  with  10  fevere  a  fire  from  the  four  battali¬ 
ons,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  in  diforder.  Then  the 
King’s  flank  well  covered  and  fupported,  was  enabled  to 
a<5t  with  fuch  order  and  vigour,  that  the  enemy’s  right  was 
obliged  to  give  way.  The  Pruffian  artillery,  which  was. 
incomparably  ferved,  and  filenced  that  of  the  enemy,  con¬ 
curring  to  maintain  the  King’s  infantry,  and  to  enable  them 
to  act  in  grounds  where  their  horfe  could  give  them  but 
little  affiftance.  The  Auftrians  made  a  gallant  refiftance 
during  the  whole  battle.  The  panic  of  the  enemy  did  not 
here,  as  at  Rofbach,  do  half  the  bufinefs ;  every  foot  of 
ground  was  well  difputed.  The  Auftrians  rallied  all  their 
forces  about  Leuthen,  which  was  defended  upon  all  Tides 
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with  intrenchments  and  redoubts.  After  reiterated  attacks 
made  with  the  utmoffi  impetuofity,  and  fuftained  with  great 
firmnefs,  the  Pruffians  mattered  the  pott ;  then  the  Auttri- 
ans  fled  on  all  parts;  they  were  entirely  routed.  The 
King  purfued  them  to  LifTa.  6000  of  the  Auftrians  were 
flain,  15,000  were  made  prifoners;  and  an  immenfe  artil¬ 
lery,  upwards  of  200  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken. 

This  great  and  decifive  action  was  fought  on  the  very 
fame  day  of  the  next  month  after  the  no  lefs  important  and 
decifive  battle  of  Rofbach.  The  confequences  that  follow¬ 
ed  the  adtion  of  Leuthen,  declared  the  entirenefs  of  the 
victory.  Notwithftanding  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  the  fiege 
of  Brefiau  was  immediately  undertaken,  and  profecuted  with 
fuch  fpirit,  that  by  the  29th  of  December  it  furrendered  ; 
and  with  it  furrendered  the  garrifon  of  13,000  men  prifo- 
ners  of  war;  the  blockade  of  Schweidnitz  was  formed  as 
clofely  as  the  inclemency  of  the  winter  would  permit; 
whilfl  the  Pruflian  parties  not  only  re-pottefied  thofe  parts 
of  Silefia  which  belonged  to  the  King,  but  penetrating  into 
the  Auttrian  divifion,  reduced  Jagerndorf,  Troppau,  and 
Tetfchen,  and  left  to  the  Emprefs  Queen,  except  a  forlorn 
garriion  in  Schweidnitz,  no  fort  of  footing  in  that  country, 

m  which  a  few  days  before  fhe  reckoned  her  dominion  per¬ 
fectly  eftablifhed. 

CHAP.  VI. 

I 

Ruffians  and  Swedes  retire .  Hanoverians  rcfu?nc  their  arms . 
Cruelty  of  the  French .  Condition  of  their  army .  Cajlle 

of  Harburg  befieged.  Recapitulation  of  the  events  of  the 
year  1757.  J 

j\S  the  misfortunes  of  his.  Pruflian  Majetty,  after  the 
battle  of  Colin,  came  on  him  all  at  once,  fo  his  fuc- 
cefles  after  his  victories  at  Rofbach  and  LifTa,  flowed  upon 
him  all  at  once  likewife,  and  in  a  full  tide.  The  Ruffians 
though  they  had  repulfed  General  Lehwald,  fuflbred  fo 
much  in  that  action,  and  their  barbarous  method  of  mak-* 
ing  war  had  fo  deftroyed  the  country,  that  they  fcemed  to 
themfelves  to  have  no  way  of  fafety  left  but  in  retiring;  out 
of  the  Pruffian  territories.  This  extraordinary  retreat  of 
o  great  an  army,  and  fo  lately  victorious,  and  till  poifefTed 
a  £ood  fea’Port  m  the  country,  coujd  fcarcely  be  ac- 

D  2  counted 


s 


t 


36  7he  History  of  the  War,  175;. 

counted  for  on  thofe  motives  we  have  aligned,  and  aftonifhed 
^li  Europe,  whilft  it  left  Gen.  Lehwald  at  liberty  to  turn 
his  arms  into  Pomerania  againft  the  Swedes.  The  Swedes 
on  this  occafion  did  nothing  worthy  of  their  ancient  military 
fame;  but  every  where  retiring,  left  the  Pruftians  an  eafy 
conqueft,  not  only  of  the  Pruflian  but  cf  every  part  of  thp 
Swedifh  Pomerania,  excepting  the  port  of  Stralfund  ;  they 
left  their  allies  of  Mecklenbourg  quite  expofed  to  all  the  re- 
fentment  ol  the  King  of  Pruftia,  who  chaftifed  them  with 
the  moft  fevere  contributions  and  levies.  The  French, 
who  had  been  ravaging  the  old  marche  of  Brandenburg, 
evacuated  that  country  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Rof- 
bach.  But  one  of  the  greateft  revolutions  of  fortune  in  the 
war,  and  one  of  the  moft  glorious  and  important  confe- 
quences  of  that  victory,  was,  that  the  Hanoverian  troops 
were  enabled  to  refume  their  arms. 

From  the  moment  the  capitulation  of  Clofter- feven  was 
figned,  the  Duke  theRichlieu,  who  came  to  the  command 
only  to  reap  the  advantages,  and  fully  the  honour  of  an¬ 
other’s  conqueft,  feemed  to  think  of  nothing  but  how  to  re¬ 
pair,  from  the  plunder  of  the  unhappy  Flanoverians,  the 
fortune  which  he  had  fhattered  by  a  thoufand  vices.  The 
moft  exorbitant  contributions  were  levied  with  the  moft  in¬ 
flexible  feverity ;  every  exaction,  which  was  fubmitted  to, 
only  produced  a  new  one  ftill  more  extravagant ;  and  all 
the  orderly  methods  of  plunder  did  not  exempt  them  from 
the  pillage,  licencioufnefs,  and  infolence  of  the  French  fol- 
diery.  However,  in  juftice  to  merit,  we  muft  exempt  from 
this  general  charge  the  conduct  of  the  duke  de  Randan, 
Governor  of  Hanover  for  the  French  ;  who  faved  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  Electorate  from  utter  ruin  by  the  ftriCtnefs  of 
his  difeipline,  by  the  prudence,  the  juftice  and  moderation 
of  all  his  conduct ;  a  condudt  which  does  more  real  honour 
to  his  name,  than  the  moft  fplendid  victories. 

The  Duke  de  Richlieu’s  rapacioufnefs  and  opprefiion, 
whilft  they  leaned  fo  heavily  on  the  conquered  people,  did 
the  conquering  army  no  kind  of  fervice.  Intent  only  on 
plunder,  which  he  did  not  confine  to  the  enemy,  he  relaxed 
every  part  of  military  difeipline;  and  that  numerous  army 
which  M.  d’Etrees  had  fuftained,  and  brought  in  health  and 
fpk  its  through  the  difinal  defarts  of  Weftphalia,  under  all 
the  oppofition  of  a  fkilful  adverfary,  were  now,  in  full  peace, 
in  the  quiet  pofleflion  of  a  conquered  and  plentiful  country, 

reduced 
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reduced  in  their  numbers,  decayed  in  their  health,  and  their 
fpirits,  without  cloaths,  without  fubfiftance,  without  order, 
without  arms.  In  this  condition  they  began  at  laftto  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  Hanoverians,  with  the  yoke  of  the  capitula¬ 
tion  about  their  necks,  were  ftill  formidable.  As  they  had 
broke  almoft  every  article  of  that  treaty,  they  made  no  Tem¬ 
ple  to  add  another  breach  in  order  to  fecure  them  in  all  the 
reft.  They  attempted  a&ually  to  take  their  arms  from  the 
Hanoverian  and  Heftian  troops.  Thefe  gallant  troops,  who 
had  with  a  filent  grief  and  indignation  feen  the  diftrefles  of 
their  ruined  country,  were  ravifhed  to  find  that  the  vidory 
at  Rofbach  encouraged  their  fovereign  to  refent  at  laft  this 
and  all  the  other  indignities  they  had  fuffered.  They  began 
to  collect:  and  to  ad,  and  under  the  command  of  the  gallant 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  reinforced  with  a  body  of 
Pruilian  troops,  they  broke  from  their  confinement.  They 
reduced  the  town  of  Harburg,  and  laid  clofe  fiege  to  the 
caftle,  which  it  muft  be  owned  was  defended  very  bravely. 
In  all  other  refpeds  the  t  rench  did  not  feem  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  their  ground  any  where.  Thofe  troops,  which 
a  few  months  before  had  fo  fubmitted  as  to  make  it  necef- 
fary  to  declare  that  they  were  not  prifoners  of  war ,  in  order 
to  explain  their  condition,  were  now  011  the  point  of  pufh- 
ing  their  adverfaries  to  almoft  the  fame  ftreights.  Such 
was  the  force  of  b  rench  military  difeipline,  and  fuch  the 
triumphs  of  Voltaire’s  hero. 


The  King  ofPrufiia  now  fawthe  full  effed  of  his  coun- 
fels  and  his  labours.  His  dominions  were  freed  ;  his  allies 
were  enabled  to  aftift  him ;  and  his  enemies  defeated,  broken 
and  flying  every  where  before  him.  In  what  light  pofterity 
will  view  thefe  things  is  uncertain;  we,  under  whofe  eyes, 
as  we  may  fay,  they  were  atchieved,  fcarcely  believed  what 
we  had  feen.  And  perhaps  in  all  the  records  of  time,  the 
compafs  of  a  fingle  year,  on  the  feene  of  a  fingle  country 
never  contained  fo  many  ftriking  events,  never  difplayed  fo 
many  revolutions  of  fortune;  revolutions  not  only  beyond 

W  arm]gt  ^ve  ^cen  expeded,  bdt  far  beyond  what  the 
molt  fagacious  forefight,  reafoning  from  experience,  and  the 

^7?  thl^h  could  poftibly  have  imagined.  The  King 
of  f  ruftia  at  firft  triumphant:  the  whole  power  of  the  A  Li¬ 
lians  totally  defeated  ;  their  hopes  utterly  ruined  :  then 

ruddenlyre-eftablifhed,  their  armies  vidorious, 
nd  the  King  of  I  ruftia  in  his  turn  hurled  down;  defeated; 

D  3  abondoned 
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abandoned  by  his  allies;  furrounded  by  his  enemies;  on 
the  very  edge  of  defpair:  then  all  at  once  raifeu  beyond  all 
hope,  he  fees  the  united  Auffrian,  imperial,  and  French 
power  levelled  with  the  ground;  40,00c  Ha  rovevians,  a 
whole  army,  fubmit  to  80,000  French,  and  are  only  not  pri¬ 
soners  of  war.  The  French  are  peacable  mailers  of  all  the 
country  between  the  Wefer  and  the  Elbe  :  anon,  thefe  fub- 
dued  Hanoverians  refume  their  arms;  they  recover  their 
country,  and  the  French  in  a  little  time  think  themfelves 
not  fecure  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Rhine.  500,000  men  in 
action.  Six  pitched  battles  fought.  Three  great  armies 
annihilated c  The  French  army  reduced  and  vanquifhed 
without  fighting.  The  Ruffians  victorious,  and  flying  as  if 
they  had  been  vanquifhed.  A  confederacy,  not  of  fmaller 
potentates  to  humble  one  great  power,  but  of  live  the 
greatefl  powers  on  earth  to  reduce  one  fmall  potentate;  all 
the  force  of  thefe  powers  exerted  and  baffled.  It  happened 
as  we  have  related ;  and  it  is  not  the  hiflory  of  a  century, 
but  of  a  lingle  campaign. 

C  H  A  P.  VII. 

Preparations  for  an  expedition  to  Louijbourg ,  Laid  afide , 

Fort  William- Henry  taken .  Exploits  of  Admiral  Watfon 
and  Colonel  Clive  in  India .  Chandenagore  a  French  fort 
taken.  Victory  over  the  Nabob.  Nabob  taken  and  beheaded . 
Revolution  in  Bengal.  Treaty  advantageous  to  the  Eajl - 
India  company.  Admiral  Watfon  ales. 

1 

VST"  IT  FI  regard  to  the  part  we  had  in  the  tranfa&ions 
**  of  this  year,  though  it  was  not  fo  full  of  linking 
events,  nor  does  it  afford  fuch  a  fplendid  fubjeCI  for  narra¬ 
tive,  yet  it  is  as  interrefling  to  an  Englifh  reader,  and  may 
perhaps  prove  more  inftruCtive  ;  as  it  fhews  us  in  fo  flrong 
a  light,  the  miferable  confequences  of  our  political  divihons, 
which  produced  a  general  unfieadinefs  in  all  out  purfuits, 
and  infufed  a  langour  and  inaClivity  into  all  our  military  ope¬ 
rations.  For,  whilfl  our  commanders  abroad  knew  not  who 
were  to  reward  their  fervices  or  punifh  their  negleds,  and 
were  not  affured  in  what  light  even  the  befl  of  their  aCIions 
would  be  confidcred,  (having  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they 
might  not  be  judged  of  as  they  were  in  themfelves,  but  as 
their  appearances  might  anfwer  the  end  of  fome  ruling  fac¬ 
tion  ; 
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tion ;)  they  naturally  wanted  that  firmnefs  and  that  enter- 
prizing  refolution,  without  which  the  beft  capacity,  and  in¬ 
tentions  the  moft  honeF,  can  do  nothing  in  war.  The  at¬ 
tachment  of  moft  men  to  their  parties,  weakened  their  af¬ 
fection  to  their  country.  It  has  been  imagined  that  mini- 
fters  did  not  always  wifh  fuccefs  even  to  their  own  fchemes 
led:  obnoxious  men  fhould  acquire  credit  by  the  execution 
of  them ;  as  it  was  fufpected  that  officers  even  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  their  own  reputation,  did  not  exert  their  faculties 
to  the  utmoft,  led:  a  difagreeable  miniderial  fydem  fhould 
edablifh  the  credit  of  its  counfels  by  the  vigour  of  their 
operations.  For  my  part,  I  think  that  thefe  refinements,  in 
which  there  is  often  as  much  malice  difeovered  as  penetra¬ 
tion,  have  carried  the  matter  infinitely  too  far.  But  certain 
it  is,  that  the  fpirit  of  perfonal  parties  and  attachments,  ne¬ 
ver  carried  to  greater  lengths  than  at  that  time,  proved  of 
very  bad  confequences,  if  it  had  no  other  eftedl  than  to 
raife  and  to  give  a  colour  to  fuch  fufpicions  as  we  have  fird: 
mentioned.  Whatever  was  the  caufe,  it  is  mod:  certain, 
that  our  fuccefs  in  America  this  year,  no  more  anfwered  to 
the  greatnefs  of  our  preparations  and  our  hopes  than  it  did 
in  the  two  preceding. 

The  attack  upon  Crown  Point,  which  had  been  a  princi¬ 
pal  obj  eel  of  our  attention  in  the  beginning,  feemed  at  this 
time  to  be  laid  afide;  and  an  expedition  to  Louifbourg,  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  more  confiderable  objedl  in  itfelf,  fupplied  its 
place.  Lord  Loudoun  was  to  command  the  land  forces  in 
this  expedition  ;  Admiral  Holborn  the  navy.  The  former 
left  New  York  with  a  body  of  6000  men,  and 
failed  to  Halifax,  where  he.was  joined  by  the  latter,  July  9, 

who  had  failed  from  Corke  on  the  7  th  of  May  with 
a  confiderable  fleet,  and  much  the  fame  number  of  land 
forces,  which  his  Lordfhip  had  brought  from  New  York. 
When  the  united  armies  and  fleets  were  on  the  point  of  de¬ 
parting  for  Louifbourg,  news  arrived  at  Halifax,  that  the 
Breft  fleet  confining  of  feventeen  fhips  of  the  line  befides 
frigates,  with  great  fupplies  of  military  Fores,  provilions, 
and  men,  were  arrived  at  the  harbour  which  they  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  attack.  This  news  immediately  fufpended  their 
preparations.  Councils  of  war  were  held  one  after  another. 
rl  he  refult  of  the  whole  was,  that  as  the  place  was  fo  well 
reinforced,  the  fleet  of , the  French  rather  fu per ior  to  our 
navy,  and  the  feafon  io  far  advanced,  it  was  the  more  pru- 

L  4  dent 
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<!eru  courfe  to  defer  the  enterprife  to  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity.  This  refolution  feems  to  have  been  moft 
eligible  in  their  circumftances,  becaufe  the  council  of  war 
was  almoft  unanimous  in  it. 

Loid  Loudoun  returned  to  New  York,  and  the  Admiral 
now  freed  from  the  care  of  the  tranfports  fet  fail  for  Lou if- 
bourg,  in  hopes  as  it  was  faid,  of  drawing  the  French  fleet 
to  an  engagement.  But  upon  what  grounds  this  hope  was 
conceived,  I  confefs  I  cannot  fee;  as  it  could  not  be  ima¬ 
gined,  that  the  French  fleet  having  no  fort  of  occafton  to 
fight  in  order  to  protedf  Louifbourg,  would  chufe  out  of  a 
bravado  to  bring  on  an  unneceffary  battle.  However  it 
v/as,  the  Englifh  fquadron  continued  to  cruize  off  that  har¬ 
bour  until  the  25th  of  September,  when  they  were  overtaken 
by  a  terrible  ftorm,  in  which  one  of  our  iliips  was  loft,  eleven 
difmafted,  and  the  reft  returned  to  England  in  a  very  {bat¬ 
tered  condition.  Fhis  was  the  end  of  the  expedition  to 
Louifbourg  from  which  fo  much  was  expected.  But  it  was 
not  the  worft  confequences  which  attended  it. 

Since  Ofwego  had  been  taken,  the  French  remained  en¬ 
tirely  mafters  of  all  the  Jakes,  and  we  could  co  nothing  to 
obftruCl  their  collecting  the  Indians  from  all  parts,  and 
obliging  them  to  a£t  in  their  favour.  But  our  apprehenficns, 
(or  what  fhall  they  be  called?)  did  more  in  favour  of  the 
French  than  their  conquefts.  Not  fa  tided  with  the  lofs  of 
that  important  fortrefs,  we  ourfelves  abandoned  to  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  the  enemy  all  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  the 
only  body  of  Indians  who  preferved  even  the  appearance  of 
friendfhip  to  us.  The  forts  we  had  at  the  Great  carrying 
Place  were  dcmolifhed;  Wood  Creek  was  induftricufly 
flopped  up  and  filled  with  logs  ;  by  which  it  became  evident 
to  3JI  thofe  who  knew  that  country,  that  our  communication 
with  our  allied  Indians  was  totally  cut  off;  and  what  was 
worfe,  our  whole  frontier  left  perfe&ly  uncovered  to  the 
irruption  of  the  enemies  favages,  who  foon  availed  them- 
felves  ol  our  errors.  For  after  the  removal  of  thefe  barriers, 
and  the  taking  of  Fort  William  Henry,  of  which  we  fhall 
{peak  prefently,  they  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword  the  fine 
fettlements  which  we  poftefted  on  the  Mohawks  river  and 
on  thofe  grounds  called  the  German  flats.  Thus  with  a 
vaft  increafe  of  our  forces,  and  the  cleareft  fuperiority  over 
the  enemy,  v/e  only  abandoned  our  allies,  expofed  our  peo¬ 
ple,  and  relinq uifhed  a  large  and  valuable  trad  of  country. 
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The  French  foon  made  us  feel  effectually  the  want  of  what 
we  had  loft,  and  what  we  had  thrown  away. 

A  confiderable  fort  called  Fort  William-Henry,  had  been 
built  on  the  fouthern  edge  of  the  Lake  George,  in  order  to 
command  that  lake,  and  to  cover  our  frontiers  ;  a  garrifon 
of  2500  men  defended  it.  General  Webb  with  about  4000 
men  was  pofted  at  no  great  diftance.  No  fooner  had  the 
French  learned  that  my  Lord  Loudoun  with  the  body  of  the 
army  was  gone  on  the  Louifbourg  expedition,  than  they 
prepared  to  take  advantage  of  his  ablence.  They  drew  toge¬ 
ther  all  the  forces  which  they  had  at  Crown-Point,  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  the  adjacent  polls  ;  they  added  a  confiderable 
body  of  Canadians,  and  a  greater  number  of  Indians  than 
they  had  ever  yet  employed;  the  whole  made  near  8coo 
men.  t  With  thefe  and  a  very  good  artillery,  Monfieur 
Montcalm  prepared  to  befiege  Fort  William-Henry.  It  is 
faid  that  the  advances  of  this  commander  were  not  made 
with  fo  much  fecrefy  as  to  prevent  General  Webb  from 
having  early  intelligence  of  his  motions ;  but  unfortunately 
no  credit  being  given  to  this  intelligence,  orders  were  not 
fent  to  colledl  the  militia  in  fufticient  time,  which  in  con¬ 
junction  with  his  own  forces,  and  with  thofe  in  the  fort  had 
either  obliged  the  French  to  relinquifh  their  attempt,  or  to 
have  made  it  a  very  great  hazard.  But  the  fiege  being 
now  regularly  formed,  and  the  befiegers  meeting 
but  little  oppofition  from  within,  and  no  diftur-  Aug.  3. 
bance  at  all  from  without,  the  place  was  in  fix 
days  furrendered  by  the  advice  of  General  Webb  ;  gth. 
whofe  intercepted  letter  M.  Montcalm  fent  into 
the  fort. 

The  garrifon  marched  out  with  their  arms,  and  engaged 
not  to  ferve  during  eighteen  months.  The  French  favages 
paid  no  regard  to  the  capitulation,  but  falling  upon  our 
men  as  they  marched  out,  dragged  away  the  little  eftedls 
they  had  left,  bawling  the  Indians  and  Blacks  in  our  lcr- 
vice  out  of  their  ranks,  fealping  fome,  carrying  off  others, 
and  committing  a  thoufand  outrages  and  barbarities,  from 
which  the  French  commander  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
re  drain  them.  All  this  was  fullered  by  2000  men  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  from  a  diforderly  crew  of  favages. 
However,  the  greateft  part  of  our  men,  though  in  a  bad 
condition,  got  to  Fort  Edward,  fome  by  flight  ;  fome 
having  furrendered  themfelves  to  the  French,  were  by 

them 


no  more 
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th7  .l™.1  llome;„  The  enemy  demolifhed  the  fort,  car- 
n,  oft  tne  prOvifton,  ammunition,  ' artillery,  and  the  vef- 
11  -  ,  wft-ch  we  had  prepared  on  the  lake,"  and  departed 
y.  itrsout  attempting,  any  thing  farther.  Neither  was  any 
thing  iarther  attempted  on  our  fide.  And  thus  was  finiflied 
t,'f  ™lrd  campaign  in  North  America,  where  we  had 
actually  near  20,000  regular  troops-,  a  great  number  of 
provincial .  lorces,  and  a  great  naval  power  of  upwards  of 
twenty  mips  of  the  line. 

t  A  war  between  the  maritime  powers  is  felt  in  all  parts  of 
tne  world..  Not  content  with  inflaming  Europe  and  Ame¬ 
rica^  the  diffientions  of  the  French  and  Englifh  purfued  the 
tracts  of  their  commerce,  and  the  Genges  felt  the  fatal  ef- 
hCis  of  a  quarrel  on  the  Ohio.  But  here  the  fcene  is 
changed  greedy  to  the  advantage  of  our  nation;  the  bra- 
\ei7  ^Admiral  Watfon  and  Colonel  Clive,  re-eftablilhed 
tne  military  honour  of  the  Englifn,  which  was  finking  there 
as  it  had  done  in  all  other  places.  Admiral  Watfon  with 
tnan  three  fhips  of  the  line,  failed  from  Madrafs, 
and  afer  a  tedious  voyage  arrived  at  the  port  of 
BaJ  afore  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  where  flrength- 
ening  his  force  with  what  recruits  he  could  draw 
together,  he  entered  the  Ganges,  and  after  a  fhort  refinance 
__  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Bufbudgia  fort  which 

Jan.  30.  commanded  that  part  of  the  river.  This  opened 
him  a  paflage  to  the  fort  of  Calcutta,  the  late  prin¬ 
cipal  fettle  merit  of  tne  company  in  Bengal,  and  the  fcene  of 
tne  deplorable  lufTerings  of  fo  many  of  our  unfortunate 
countrymen.  Animated  with  revenge  at  the  affe&ing  fight 
of  this  place,  our  fhips  and  land  forces  attacked  it  with  fo 
much  fpirits,  that  the  Indians  furrendered  it  on  the  fame 
day  it  was  approached.  A  few  days  after  Hugly,  fituated 
higher  up  the  Ganges,  was  reduced  with  as  little  difficulty. 

The  Nabob,  who  faw  that  the  torrent  of  the  Englifh  va¬ 
lour  could  not  be  refilled  by  fuch  feeble  dams  as  forts  de¬ 
fended  by  Indians,  drew  down  a  whole  army  confining  of 
io,oco  horfe,  and  12,000  foot.,  to  drive  them  from  their 
conquefls.  Infinitely  inferior  as  our  troops  were  in  number, 
they  did  not  hefitate  to  attack  the  Nabob’s  army, 
teb.  5.  1  hough  our  forces  did  not  entirely  rout  the  In¬ 

dians,  yet  they  made  a  great  daughter  among#: 
them;  and  they  had  fo  much  the  advantage  of  the  fiefd, 

^  that  the  Nabob  was  in  a  fhort  time  glad  to  con- 

^  *  elude  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  which  the  Englifh 

Eaft> 
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Eaft-India  company  was  re-eflablifhed  in  all  its  antient  pri¬ 
vileges  ;  an  immunity  from  all  taxes  was  granted,  and  a 
reftitution  promifed  for  all  that  the  trade  had  fuffered  in  the 
taking  of  Calcutta. 

When  all  obftruCtion  on  the  fide  of  the  Indians  was  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  company’s  officers  had  taken  poficflion  of 
their  antient  eftablifhments,  the  Admiral  turned  his  arms 
againft  the  French.  He  refolved  to  attack  Chandenagore, 
fituated  fomewhat  higher  on  the  river  than  Calcutta  ;  a 
place  of  confiderable  Strength  and  the  principal  fettlement 
of  the  French  in  that  part  of  the  Eaft-indies.  In  this  ex¬ 
pedition  Colonel  Clive  commanded  7 00  Europeans  and  1600 
Black  foldiers.  The  Admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock  com¬ 
manded  the  fleet,  if  it  may  be  called  a  fleet,  which  confifted 
of  no  more  than  three  {hips  of  the  line,  the  Kent,  the  T  y- 
ger,  and  the  Salifbury.  The  French  prepared  in  the  belt 
manner  they  could  to  receive  them,  and  funk  feveral  large 
veffels  both  above  and  below  their  fort;  but  the  Admiral 
having  by  carefully  founding  found  a  fafe  paffage  without 
being  driven  to  the  neceflity  of  weighing  up  any  of  the 
Chips,  made  fo  fevere  a  fire  upon  the  fort,  in  which  he  was 
feconded  by  Colonel  Clive’s  batteries  on  the  fhore, 
that  the  place  capitulated  in  lefs  than  three  hours.  May  24. 
500  Europeans  and  700  Blacks  furrendered  prifo- 
ners  of  war;  183  pieces  of  cannon  were  found  in  the 
place,  befides  a  confiderable  value  in  goods  and  moneys 
Four  forts  coft  our  troops  no  more  than  four  days  to  reduce 
them. 

The  judicious  timeing  of  thefe  feveral  operations,  as  well 
as  thofe  which  followed,  was  not  lefs  laudable  than  the 
gallant  fpirit  with  which  thev  were  executed.  Before  the 
French  were  alarmed,  cure  was  taken  to  re-poflefs  all  the 
pofts  we  formerly  held  ;  to  humble  the  Nabob  by  fome  ef¬ 
fectual  blow;  and  by  a  treaty  tie  up  his  hands  from  a£ting 
againft  us.  This  Prince  had  fhewed  himfelf  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  figning  that  treaty,  very  little  inclined  to  abide 
by  the  ftipulations  he  had  made.  He  indeed  promifed 
abundantly,  but  always  deferred  the  performance  upon  fuch 
frivolous  pretences,  as  evidently  demonftrated  his  ill  inten¬ 
tions.  The  Englifh  commanders  underftood  this  proceed¬ 
ing  perfectly  well ;  but  they  refolved  to  diffemble  their  fcnfe 
of  it,  until  they  had  broken  the  French  power  in  this  pro¬ 
vince,  which  they  had  greater  reafon  to  dread,  final  1  as  it 

was. 
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vvas  (ban  all  the  armies  of  the  Nabob.  When  they  had 

del •  berate by  the  taking  of' Chandenagore,  they 
,;»s  witii  thL7  ought  not  to  re-commence  hoftili- 

b‘ee<  in  A  ans-  A  refoIuiion  in  the  affirmative  had 
x-  .  -tided  .  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  if  a  nut?: 

£?%  Aff C  had  not  helped  to  enfure  fuccefs. 

tiitfp  1  Wb  Douiab  the  fame  who  had  the  laft  year 

taUn  ‘--aicutta,  nad  fnewn  to  his  own  fubjedts  the  fame  vio- 

the  EnJift  H-Pir,t’  ?"hlck  fonTlr;ri>'  and  ftill  diilreffed 
-h  C.y bn ,  .  j  is  generals  were  moftly  difeontented,  and 

lorne^of  mem, entered  into  a  confpiracy  againil  him.  faffite 

ff’  W3S  at  Che  ftead  of  this  confpiracy!  As  foon 
•  '  ~jl£ns  were  ripened,  they  communicated  them  to 

'PH  ~  Tf  g<?vernrn.ent  in  Calcutta,  praying  their  affiftance. 
xhech.efs  there  did  not  hefitate  long  what  party  they 
aou  d  take ;  they  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Jeffier  All  Cawn 
and  the  confpirators;  and  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  our 
troops  immediately  took  the  field  uner  Colonel  Clive  The 
Admirai  undertook  to  garrifon  the  fort  of  Chandenagore 
wita  his  i earner,,  in  order  to  leave  the  greater  number  of 
land  forces  ror  the  expedition.  A  detachmnnt  of  fifty  Tea¬ 
men  with  tneir  officers  were  added  to  ferve  as  gunners.  A 
twenty  gun  fhip  was  {rationed  above  Hugly,  in  order  to 

preierve  a  communication  between  Colonel  Clive  and  the 
Admiral. 

•  Their  preliminary  meafures  being  thus  judicioufiy  taken, 
they  advanced  up  the  river,  and  in  a  few  days  brought  the 
{Nabob  s  army  of  about  20,0 cp  men  exclufive  of  thofe  who 
T  favoured  the  confpirators,  to  an  a&ion,  which  was 

June 22.  decifive  in  favour  of  the  Englifh.  Two  confider- 
able  bodies  commanded  by  jaffier  and  Roy  Dolub 
remained  inactive  in  the  engagement.  The  Nabob  feeing 
him  tel  f  ruined  by  the  treachery  of  his  officers  and  the  cow¬ 
ardice  of  his  troops,  fled  with  the  few  who  continued  faith¬ 
ful  to  him. 

Jaffier  Ali  Cawn  now  declared  himfelf  openly  ;  and  en¬ 
tering  Muxadavat  the  capital  of  the  province  with 
2b.  an  army  of  his  friends  and  victorious  allies,  he  was 
P*aced  ty  Colonel  Clive  in  the  antient  feat  of  the 
r  a  bobs,  and  received  the  homage  of  all  ranks  of  people  as 
buba  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Onxa.  The  depofed  Nabob 
was  foon  after  made  prifoner,  and  put  to  death  in  his  prifon 

by 
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by  the  conqueror.  In  about  thirteen  clays  this  great  revo¬ 
lution  was  accomplifhed  ;  and  with  lefs  force  and  trouble 
than  is  often  required  to  take  a  petty  village  in  Germany, 
was  transferred  the  government  of  a  vaft  kingdom,  yielding 
in  its  dimenfions  to  few  in  Europe,  but  to  none  in  the  ferti¬ 
lity  of  its  foil,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  rich- 
nels  of  its  commerce.  By  the  alliance  with  the  new  Nabob, 
and  by  the  reduction  of  Chandenagore,  the  French  were 
entirely  driven  out  of  Bengal  and  all  its  dependencies.  This 
was  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  By  the  other  articles, 
a  perpetual  alliance  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  was  made  be¬ 
tween  the  parties.  The  territories  of  the  company  were 
enlarged,  and  upwards  of  two  millions  fterling  was  ftipu- 
lated  to  be  paid  as  an  indemnification  to  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  fufFerers  in  the  taking  of  Calcutta.  The  new 
Nabob,  full  of  gratitude  to  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  his  dig¬ 
nity,  gave,  befides  the  above  large  fums,  about  600,0000 
pounds,  as  a  gratuity  to  the  fea  fquadron  and  the  troops. 
However  fhort  of  expectation  our  enterprifes  in  America  fell 
this  year,  thofe  in  the  Eaft-Indies  greatly  exceeded  every 
thing  we  could  hope  from  the  forces  which  were  employed. 
And  it  may  be  doubted  whether  all  the  great  powers  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  prefent  bloody  wars  in  Europe,  in  which  fuch 
torrents  of  blood  were /pilled,  and  fomany  millions  of  trea- 
fure  are  wafted,  will  in  the  conclufion  reapamongft  them  fo 
much  folid  profit  as  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  company  did  wit-h 
a  handful  of  men  in  a  fhort  campaign.  The  joy  of  the  na¬ 
tion  at  thefe  fignal  fuccefles,  was  not  a  little  damped  by  the 
death  of  Admiral  W atlon,  who  loft  his  life  by  the 
unwholefomnefs  of  the  country,  in  which  he"  had  Aug.  16. 
eftablifhed  a  great  and  lafting  reputation.  Colonel 
Clive  ftill  lives  to  enjoy  the  fortune  and  honour  he  has  ac¬ 
quired  by  his  gallant  adions. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


French  retire  out  of  Hanover,  The  taking  of  Hoya,  Min - 

den  taken,  Diflrefs  of  the  French .  Generofity  of  the  Duke 

de  Randan.  The  French  retire  beyond  the  Rhine.  Recovery 
of  Emden  by  Cojnmodore  Holmes . 


A  L  E  the  bloodfhed  of  the  laft  campaign  in 
Germany,  and  thofe  lolfes  which  both  the 
victorious  and  vanquifhed  felt  fo  very  feverely,  produced  no 


overtures 


* 
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overtures  towards  peace  from  any  of  the  powers  at  war. 
Aim  perhaps  nothing  fo  fingular  ever  happened,  as  that  fo 
many  nates,  united,  if  not  again  ft  their  real  interefts,  yet 
v  aSainlt  a]1  their  former  habits  ofconnedion,  full  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  occafions  ofjealouly,  abounding  with  matter  of  com- 
p  aint  again  ft  each  other,  and  even  involved  in  misfortunes 
whicn  ufually  deftroy  a  mutual  confidence,  that  not  one  of 
thefe  powers  either  from  fear,  or  hope,  or  wearinefs,  or 
jevity,  defifted  from  their  hoftilities  againft  the  Kinp-  of 
Piufliay  nor  did  that  monarch  acquire  one  ally  more  by 
the  admiration  of  his  fuccefles,  than  he  had  formerly  o-ained 
through  compaftion  to  his  misfortunes.  All  the  confe¬ 
derates  preferved  the  fame  attachment  to  each  other,  to 
him  the  lame  animofity.  It  is  equally  a  matter  of  great  ad¬ 
miration,  how  the  refources  even  of  thefe  great  ftates, 
could  keep  pace  with  tneir  ambition,  and  in  a  very  few 
months  fupply  the  place  of  great  armies  almoft  wholly  de- 
ftroyed.  The  King  of  Pruftia  by  his  vidories  had  added  to 
his  natural  refources.  Thefe  refources  were  more  confide- 
rable  than  is  commonly  imagined ;  and  the  poffeftion  of 
Saxony  which  yielded  him  great  fupplies,  faved  his  own 
revenue.  He  was  indeed  not  quite  fo  frefli  as  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war ;  but  then  the  condition  of  the  enemy 
was  in  many  refpeds  far  worfe  than  his.  His  troops  had 
beftdes  acquired  a  high  reputation  and  a  clear  fuperiority 
over  all  others.  The  consideration,  however,  of  an  army 
greatly  harraffed,  and  a  moft  fevere  winter,  obliged  him 
to  reftrain  his  ardor,  and  to  attempt  nothing  againft  the 
Auftrians  in  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March. 

I  he  fame  inadion  owing  to  much  the  fame  caufes,  pre¬ 
vailed  amongft  the  Hanoverians  for  a  little  time:  but  hav¬ 
ing  been  reinforced  abou  t  the  middle  of  February  by  a  body 
of  Pruffian  horfe,  they  put  their  whole  army  once  more  in 
motion. 

The  Duke  deRichlieu  had  been  recalled,  and  the  Count 
of  Clermont  now  commanded  the  French  troops.  This 
was  their  third  commander  in  chief  within  thefpaceofa 
year;  a  circumftance  alone  fufticient  to  ftiew  the  unfteadi- 
nefs  of  their  councils,  and  the  irregularity  of  their  opera¬ 
tions.  In  efted,  they  every  where  retreated  before  the 
Hanoverians,  whole  main  body  marched  on  the  right  to 
the  country  of  Bremen  ;  whilft  a  fecond  body  under  Gene¬ 
ral  Zaftrow  kept  on  the  left  towards  Giirorn.  They  pufhed 

the 


x 75^.  The  History  of  the  War.  47 

the  French  from  port  to  pod.  They  abliged  them  to  eva¬ 
cuate  Otterfberg,  Bremen  and  Werden.  The  cadle  of 
Rotterberg  was  taken  in  fix  hours.  A  confiderable  detach¬ 
ment  under  Count  Chabot  was  poded  at  Hoya,  a  drong 
fort  upon  the  Wefer,  and  a  place  of  fuch  confequence 
that  prince  flerdinand  refolved  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from 
it.  He  appointed  for  that  fervice  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Bruniwick,  with  four  batalions  of  foot  and  fame  light 
horfe.  I  his  Prince,  not  twenty  year  of  age,  had  already 
entered  into  the  courfe  of  glory  under  the  aufpices  of  his 
uncle,  and  full  of  ardor  to  iignalize  himfelf,  with  joy  em¬ 
braced  the  occafion;  and  here  he  gave  an  earned  of  his 
fame,  in  one  of  the  moft  lively  and  bed:  conducted  actions 
in  the  war.  I  he  fi rd  fruits  of  this  young  hero  were  fuch 
as  would  have  done  honour  to  the  maturity  of  the  molt 
experienced  foldier. 

T  he  Prince  had  a  broad  and  deep  river  to  pafs.  He  had 
no  means  of  tranfporting  his  men,  but  a  lingle 
float  j  fo  that  a  long  time  mud  be  fpent  in  get-  Feb.  23. 
ting  them  over  :  v/hat  was  word,  before  half  his 
troops  were  pa/Ted,  a  ftrong  wind  arofe,  which  rendered  the 
float  unferviceable,  and  entirely  cut  off  all  communication 
between  the  Prince  and  the  mod  confiderable  number  of 
his  party,  whild  the  party  he  was  going  to  attack  was  fu- 
peiiortohim,  had  his  whole  body  been  together.  In  this 
exigence  the  Prince  came  to  a  refolution  worthy  of 
himfelf.  He  refolved  not  to  fpend  any  time  in  attempts  to 
ring  over  the  red  of  his  troops,  much  lefs  to  make  any  at¬ 
tempts  to  return  to  them;  but  to  urge  on  boldly,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  poffefs  the  enemy  with  an  opinion  of  his 
irrength,  and  to  attack  them  brifkly  before  they  could  be 
undeceived.  Therefore,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  they  marched  with  the  utmod  fpeed  dire&ly 
to  the  town  of  Hoya.  When  they  had  approached  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  place,  another  accident  was  on  the 
poult  of  defeating  the  whole  enterprife.  Their  detachment 
re  y  midake  upon  four  of  the  enemies  dragoons,  who 
were  patrolling;  the  firing  was  caught  from  one  to  another, 
and  at  laft  became  general.  This  teemed  more  than  enough 
to  A  iff  over  their  motions  and  alarm  the  enemy.  But  the 
lame  lpirit  influenced  the  conduct  of  every  part  of  this  af- 
(fair;  a  bold  countenance  became  neceffary,  and  it  v/as 
aifumed ;  they  marched  with  the  utmod  diligence  to  the 

town 
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town,  and  encountered  the  enemy  at  the  bridge;  a  fierce 
fire,  well  fupported  on  either  fide,  enfu^d.  The  ground 
was  fuch,  that  the  Prince  could  not  bring  up  his  whole  de- 
tatchment  equally.  Senfible  of  this  difadvantage,  he  form¬ 
ed  a  defign  to  overcome  it,  as  judicious,  as  it  was  refolute, 
which  was  to  turn  the  enemy  by  attacking  them  in  the  rear  ; 
to  execute  this  defign,  it  was  neceffary  to  make  a  circuit 
about  the  town.  Every  thing  fucceeded  :  The  attack  on 
the  enemy’s  rear  was  made  with  bayonnets  fixed,  a  terrible 
fiaughter  enfued.  The  French  abondoned  the  bridge,  and 
fled  in  confufion :  The  Prince  having  cleared  the  town  of 
the  enemy,  joined  the  party  he  had  left.  The  Count  de 
Chabot  threw  himfelf,  with  two  batallions  into  the  caftle, 
with  a  relolution  to  maintain  himfelf  there  ;  but  in  a  little 
time  he  capitulated,  furrendering  the  place,  his  fiores, 
and  magazines,  his  troops  being  permitted  to  march  out. 
The  Prince,  who  had  no  artillery,  and  who,  on  account  of 
the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  defpaired  of  bringing  up  heavy 
cannon,  fuftered  them  to  depart.  Six  hundred  and  feventy 
men  were  made  prifoners  in  the  action,  and  a  place  of 
much  importance,  and  which  opened  a  pafiage  over  the 
Wefer,  fecured  to  the  Hanoverians,  with  the  lofs  of  lefs 
than  1000  men  killed  and  wounded.  I  have  dwelt  on  this 
adfion,  and  defcribed  it  as  particularly  as  I  could,  though 
nothing  decifive  in  itfelf,  becaufeit  is  not  in  pitched  battles 
between  great  armies,  where  the  moft  mafterly  ftrokes  of 
conduct  are  always  difplayed;  thefe  leffer  affairs  frequently 
call  for  as  much  or  more  of  fagacity,  refolution,  and  pre¬ 
fence  of  mind,  in  the  commander ;  yet  are  they  often 
highly  palfed  by,  as  matters  of  no  confequence,  by  the 
generalitv  of  people,  who  rather  confider  the  greatnefs  of 
the  event,  than  the  fpirit  of  the  aCtion. 

Prince  Ferdinand  continued  to  advance,  with  his  right 
on  one  fide  of  the  Wefer,  and  his  left  on  the  other;  the 
French  continued  to  retire,,  and  fucceffively  abandoned  all 
the  places  they  had  occupied  in  the  electorate,  except 
Minden.  A  garrifon  of  4000  men  defended  that  place  j 
but  it  was  clofely  invefted,  and  in  nine  days  the 
March  whole  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.  Se- 
J4.  veral  (kirmifhes  happened  between  the  advanced 
parties  of  the  Hanoverian  army  and  the  French, 
always  to  the  advantage  of  the  former.  The  wretched  con¬ 
dition  of  the  French  troops  is  hardly  to  be  defcribed  or  ima- 
1  gined  ; 
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gined :  officers  and  foldiers  involved  in  one  common  diftrefs ; 
the  officers  forgot  their  rank,  and  the  foldiers  their  obedi¬ 
ence;  full  hofpitals,  and  empty  magazines  ;  a  rigorous  fea- 
fon  and  bad  covering ;  their  baggage  feized  or  abandoned, 
and  the  huffars  and  hunters  of  die  allied  army  continually 
haraffing,  pillaging,  and  cutting  them  off.  It  was  no  alle¬ 
viation  to  their  mifery,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
tvhich  they  abandoned,  were  reduced  to  the  fame  extremi¬ 
ties.  1  he  favage  behaviour  of  fome  of  their  troops  at  their 
departure,  took  away  all  compaffion  for  their  fufferings ; 
aut  this  was  not  univerfal.  T  he  Duke  de  Randan,  who 
:ommandea  in  Hanover,  quitted  the  place  \yith  the  fame 
/irtue,  that  he  had  fo  long  held  it.  Refentment  had  no 
aower  to  perl  wade  him  to  a£I  with  rigour,  in  the  adverfe 
.urn  of  the  French  affairs,  than  the  pride  of  conqueft  had 
n  their  profperity.  VFhen  he  had  orders  to  evacuate  the 
dace,  there  were  very  confiderable  magazines  of  corn  and 
orage,  amafled  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  he  had  full  time 
o  burn  them,  and  he  had  precedents  enough  to  have  jufti- 
ied  the  add  ion :  but  he  left  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  the 
nagiflratcs,  to  be  gratuitoufly  diflributed  to  the  poor:  he 
mployed  all  his  vigilance  to  prevent  the  leaff  diforder 
mongft  his  troops,  and  was  himfelf  the  laff  man  that 
narched  out  of  the  town.  i  his  behaviour,  which  did  fuch 

onour  to  his  name  and  country,  has  made  his  memory  for 
ver  dear  to  the  Hanoverians,  drew  tears  of  love  and  grati- 
ude  from  his  enemies,  and  acknowledgments  from  the 
;enerous  Prince  againft  whom  he  ferved.  ' 

The  French,  through  extreme  difficulties,  marched  to¬ 
wards  the  Rhine  in  three  columns.  TThe  feveral  fettered 
odies,  which  had  united  at  Munfter,  formed  the  right, 
"he  body,  which  came  from  Paderborn,  and  which  was 
ommanded  by  the  prince  of  Clermont  in  perfon,  rnarch- 
i  in  the  middle.  .The  forces  which  had  occupied  Hefle 
ge_  °n  the  left.  In  this  order  they  reached  the  Rhine, 
hlch  they  :'‘!i  Puffed,  except  a  body  under  Count  Cler- 
iont  who  ftill  remained  at  Wefel,  and  refolved  to  main- 
im  that  port.  The  French  army,  wliich  about  four 
tenths  before  had  palled  the  Rhine  in  numbers,  and  in  a 
mdition  to  make  the  mod  powerful  enemies  tremble,  with- 
it  any  adverfe  flroke  of  war  whatfoever,  by  a  fate  almr-fl- 
nparalleled,  now  repaffed  it  like  fugitives,  in  a  corC  'i  , 

,e  molt  deplorable,  reduced  to  lefs  than  half  the;-  o; ;  ’ 

.  '  ’  E 
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number,  and  clofely  purfued  by  the  enemy,  which  they  had 
obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

The  fame  ill  fortune,  and  the  fame  defpair  of  their  af¬ 
fairs  followed  them  every  where.  On  the  arrival  of  a 
ftnail  Englifh  fquadron,  commanded  by  commodore  Holmes 
before  Embden,  and  their  taking  an  advantageous 
March  fituation,  which  cut  off  the  communication  be- 

14.  tween  the  town  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ems* 

the  French  garrifon,  confiding  of  4000  men,  im- 
9’  mediately  evacuated  the  place.  As  foon  as  Mr. 
Holmes  difcovered  their  defign,  and  that  they  were  tranf- 
porting  their  artillery  and  baggage  up  the  river,  he  order-: 
ed  out  a  few  armed  boats  to  purfue  them.  Thefe  took 
fome  of  the  enemy’s  veffels,  in  which  were  the  fon  of  an 
officer  of  diftindfion,  and  a  confiderable  fum  of  money. 
The  commodore  without  delay  reftored  the  fon  to  his  fa¬ 
ther,  and  offered  to  return  the  money,  on  receiving  the 
officer’s  word  of  honour,  that  it  was  his  private  property. 
This  affair  is  mentioned,  not  only  to  do  iudice  to  the  judi¬ 
cious  condudf  by  which  a  place  of  fo  much  confideration 
was  fo  eafily  carried,  but  alfo  to  that  generofity  or  (pint, 
which  fo  nobly  diffinguifhes  almoff  all  thofe,  who  hold  any 
pank  in  our  fervice. 

CHAP.  IX, 

Alterations  in  the  French  minijiry .  Fhe  fate  of  the  Enghjh 
affairs  in  the  year  1758.  Subfidy  treaty  with  the  King 
of  Prufjia.  Affairs  of  Sweden  and  Riffia.  Schweidnitz 
taken .  King  of  Prujfia  enters  Moravia  and  invefts  01- 
mutz.  Conduct  of  Count  Daun .  Attacks  the  P ruffian 

convoy.  Siege  of  Olmutz  raifecL  King  of  Prujfia  marches 
into  Bohemia. 

■  '  i  '  .  ,  . 

FI  I  L  S  T  the  French  arms  differed  fuch  difgraces 
*  *  abroad,  they  endeavoured  by  an  alteration  of  their 
councils  at  home,  to  reftore  their  credit.  Their  minifters 
had  been  long  the  fport  of  female  caprice;  it  was  their 
power  of  pleafing  a  miftrefs  who  governed  their  King,  that 
alone  qualified  them  to  ferve  their  country.  Some  of  the 
moil  able  men  were  turned  out  of  their  employments  with 
difgrace;  others  retired  from  the  publick  fervice  with  in¬ 
dignation  ;  a  certain  low  character  had  for  a  long  time  ap- 

pearea 
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peared  in  all  the  proceedings  of  France,  both  within  and 
without.  Even  in  their  domeftic  difputcs,  and  where 
fomething  of  a  free  and  manly  fpirit  appeared,  this  fpirit 
evaporated,  and  fpent  itfelf  upon  unworthy  and  defpicable 
objects.  Thefe  contefts  which  involved  the  church,  the 
jaw  and  the  crown,  weakened  them  all  ;  and  the  ftate 
felt  all  the  ill  effects  of  difunion  of  its  orders,  without  fee¬ 
ing  an  augmentation  of  power  thrown  into  the  fcale  of  any. 
But  now  taught  by  their  misfortunes  and  difgraces,  they 
were  obliged  to  an  alteration  in  their  conduct :  they  were 
obliged  to  call  men  to  the  public  fervice  upon  public  prin¬ 
ciples  :  at  a  time  indeed,  when  in  many  refpedts  things 
could  only  be  altered,  not  mended:  and  wife  and  able  mi- 
nifters  could  do  little  more  by  their  penetration  and  public 
fpirit,  than  to  iee  and  lament  the  ruin,  caufed  by  the  want 
of  thofe  virtues  in  their  predecefiors.  The  duke  de  Belie¬ 
ve*  known  to  all  Europe  for  his  great  abilities,  and  his 
great  exploits,  was  at  length  placed  at  the  head  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  department,  as  fecretary  at  war. 

There  appeared  in  the  common  prints  a  fpeech,  faid  to 
be  made  by  that  nobleman  in  council;  which,  if  it  be  not 
authentic,  contains  at  leaf}:  fuch  fentiinents,  as  would  come 
not  unnaturally  from  a  French  patriot,  and  one  who  had 

ferved  his  Ewing  and  country  with  honour  during  better 
times. 

cc  I  know,  faid  he,  the  hate  of  our  armies.  It  gives  me 
<c  great  grief,  and  no  Ids  indignation:  for  befides  the  real 
<c  evil  of  the  diforder  in  itfelf,  the  difgrace  and  infamy 
<c  which  it  reflects  on  our  government,  and  on  the  whole 
“  nation,  is  hill  more  to  be  apprehended.  The  choice  of 
cc  officers  ought  to  be  made  with  mature  deliberation.  I 
<c  know  but  too  well  to  what  length  the  want  of  difeipline, 
“  pillaging  and  robbing  have  been  carried  on  by  the  officers 
“  and  common  men,  after  the  example  fet  them  by  their 
geneials.  It  mortifies  me  to  think  I  am  a  Frenchman  ; 
my  principals  are  known  to  be  very  different  from  thofe 
fc  which  are  now  followed.  I  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  retain 
the  effeem,  the  friendfhip  and  the  confideration,  of  all 
the  piinces,  noblemen,  and  even  all  the  common  people 
“  in  all  parts  of  Germany  where  I  commanded  the  king’s 
foices.  "I  hey  lived  there  in  the  midft  of  abundance; 

"C  ^very  one  was  plcaFed ;  it  fills  my  friul  with  anguifh,  to 
find  that  at  prelent  tne  french  are  held  in  execration  ; 
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cc  that  every  body  is  difpirited,  and  that  many  officers  pub- 
4  -  iickly  fay  things  that  are  criminal  and  highly  punifhable. 
tc  f"  he  evil  is  lb  great  that  it  demands  immediate  redrefs. 
cc  I  can  ealily  judge,  by  what  palies  in  my  own  breaff,  of 
cc  what  our  generals  feel  from  the  fpeeches  they  muff  daily 
cc  hear  in  Germany,  concerning  our  conduct ;  which 
indeed  would  lofe  much  to  be  compared  with  that  of  our 
allies.  I  muff  particularly  complain  of  the  delays  and 
ic  irregularity  of  the  poffs  ;  a  fervice  which  is  very  ill  pro-  - 
vided  for.  I  am  likewife  difpleafed  with  the  negligence 
of  our  generals  returning  anfwers ;  which  is  a  manifeff 
breach  of  their  duty.  Had  I  commanded  the  army,  a 
cc  thoufand  things  which  are  done,  would  not  have  been 
done ;  and  others,  which  are  negledfed,  would  have 
cc  been  executed.  I  would  have  multiplied  my  communi- 
cations  ;  1  would  have  had  ffrong  poffs  on  the  right,  on 
the  left,  and  in  the  centre  lined  with  troops,  i  would 
have  had  magazines  in  every  place.  The  quiet  and  fatis- 
fadfion  of  the  country  ihould  have  been  equal  to  their  pre- 
fcC  fent  difaffediion,  at  being  harraffed  and  plundered ;  and  we 
cc  fhould  have  been  as  much  beloved,  as  we  are  at  prefent 
Ci  abhorred.  The  confequences  are  too  apparent  to  need 
cc  being  mentioned.  I  muff  infiff  on  thefe  things,  becaufe 
late  redrefs  is  better  than  the  continuation  of  the  evil/’ 

M.  de  Belleifle  being  effabliffied  in  his  office,  turned  all 
his  attention  to  the  cure  of  the  evils,  which  he  lamented  ; 
and  exerted  all  the  power  that  remained  in  the  nation  o 
put  their  army  in  Germany  once  more  upon  a  refpedbable 
footing.  The  expedition  into  Germany  was  originally  a 
meafure  as  contrary  to  the  true  intereffs  of  France,  as  it 
was  of  juftice  and  equity  ;  but  having  adopted  that  meafure, 
the  confequences  which  arofe  feemed  to  demand  that  it 
fhould  be  purfued  with  vigour.  Therefore  the  connection 
with  the  Emprefs  Queen  was  drawn  ciofer  than  ever,  and 
nothing  was  omitted  to  giyc  a  greater  ffrength,  and  a  better 
order  to  the  army  on  the  Rhine.  But  thefe  endeavours 
which  drained  all  the  finews  of  France,  already  too  much 
weakened  by  the  almoft  total  ruin  of  feveral  eflential  bran¬ 
ches  of  their  trade,  drew  away  all  the  refourc.es  neceffary 
to  fupport  their  navy.  It  was  then  in  a  fufficiently  bad 
condition,  from  a  want  of  feamcn  and  ffores;  and  there 
were  no  means  found,  or  little  attention  ufed,  to  reftore  it : 
fo  that  from  a  deficiency  in  the  marine,  it  fecsned  to  be 
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equally  impracticable  to  feed  the  war  in  America,  or  to 
preferve  the  coaft  Qf  France  itfelf  from  infults.  Such  was 
the  condition  of  our  enemies,  at  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  1758. 

As  to  England,  far  from  being  exhau ted  by  the  war,  or 
difpirited  by  our  ill  fuccefs,  our  hopes  rofe  from  our  difap- 
pointments,  and  our  refources  feemed  to  be  augmented  by 
our  expence^ ;  with  fuch  eafe  and  alacrity  were  the  neceifary 
fupplies  granted  and  raifed.  Many  errors  and  many  abufes 
which  the  war  difeovered  without  making  fatal,  were 
corrected.  The  fpirit  of  our  officers  was  revived  by  fear 
ox  by  fhame.  Our  trade  was  well  protected  by  the  fu- 
periority,  and  prudent  diffribution  of  our  naval  force. 
The  revenue  was  frugally  managed,  and  the  whole  ftate 
well  cemented  and  bound  together  in  all  its  parts,  by  the 
union  of  the  adminiftration,  by  the  patriotifm  which  ani¬ 
mated  it,  and  by  the  entire  confidence  which  the  people 
lad  in  the  prefiding  abilities  and  intentions.  As  France 
lerfiffed  in  her  attachment  to  the  enemies  of  his  Pruffian 


najefty,  Great  Britain  entered  into  (till  clofer  engagements 
with  that  monarch,  the  luflre  of  whofe  virtues,  fet  off  by 
lis  late  wonderful  luccefies,  quite  turned  our  eyes  from  the 
ibjeclions  which  were  raifed  againff  the  confiffency  of  that 
iliiance  with  our  intereffs.  How  far  it  is  confiftent  with 
:hem,  is  I  think,  a  much  more  difficult  point  to.  fettle, 
han  the  adherents  to  either  party  feem  willing  to  allow. 
3ut  it  ought  to  be  confidered,  that  the  circumftances  of 
ifi airs  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  hardly  admitted  of  any 
)ther  choice;  it  had  been  the  height  of  madnefs,  to  have 
3een  on  ill  terms  with  his  Pruffian  majefly  at  that  time  ; 
uid  it  was  impoffible  to  have  kept  good  terms  with  him, 
r  ^  ng  on  very  bad  ones  with  Vienna.  Things 
were  in  an  ill  fituation;  and  the  ballance  of  Germany  was 
n  danger  of  being  overfet,  what  party  foever  fhould  pre- 
^aih  it  was  impoffible  that  England  could  have  flood  neu- 
er  in  this  contefl  :  if  fhe  had,  France  v/ould  not  have  imi- 
ated^hcr  moderation;  fhe  would  gladly  have  joined  with 
he  King  of  Pruffia  to  diftrefs  Hanover,  and  reduce  Auflria. 
I  hefe  two  powers  fo  exerted,  would  doubtlefs  compafs 
heir  end,  unlels  we  interpo fed  to  prevent  it ;  and  we  muff 
ooner  or  later  have  interpofed,  unlefs  we  w^ere  refolved 
anndy  to  fee  France  and  her  allies  giving  laws  to  the  conti- 
icnt.  In  a  word,  France  would  certainly  have  joined  with 
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one  party  or  the  other,  and  the  party  which  fhe  joined, 
would  certainly,  by  that  union,  prove  dangerous  to  the 
common  liberty,  and  muff  therefore  be  oppofed  by  us  ;  we 
muft  have  been  in  Ipite  or  us  engaged  in  the  troubles  of 
Germany,  as  we  ever  have  been,  and  ever  fhall  be,  as  long 
as  we  are  a  people  of  confideration  in  Europe.  The  alliance 
with  Pruftia  was  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  circumftance  of 
his  a £ting  on  the  defenfive.  The  King  of  Pruftia  medita¬ 
ted  no  conquefts.  But  her  imperial  majefty  indifputably 
aimed  at  the  recovery  of  Silefia,  which  was  to  difturb  the 
fettled  order  of  things ;  and  this  defign  was  the  only  caufe 
of  the  troubles  in  that  part  of  the  world.  I  am  fenfible 
that  this  is  notwithftanding  all  that  may  be  faid,  a  queftion 
of  fome  intricacy,  and  requires  a  confideration  of  many 
more  particulars,  than  the  brevity  of  our  defign  will  allow. 
Butwhether  we  chofe  our  party  in  this  alliance  judicioufty 
or  not,  we  have,  I  imagine,  very  great  reafon  to  be  pleafed 
with  a  meafure,  which  has  induced  France  to  engage  fo 
deeply  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  at  fo  ruinous  an  expence 
of  her  blood  and  treafure.  Our  miniffry  was  at  this  time 
fully  convinced  of  the  prudence  of  the  choice  that  had  been 
made,  and  rcfolved  to  fupport  his  Pruffian  majefty,  and 
the  army  upder  Prince  Ferdinand,  in  the  moft  effectual 
manner;  100, coo  1.  were  voted  for  the  Hanoverian  and 
Heftian  forces;  and  a  convention  between  the 
Ap.  11.  King  of  Pruftla,  and  his  Britannic  majefty,  was 
figned  in  London,  whereby  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  engages  to  pay  his  Pruftian  majefty  the  fum  of 
670,000!.  fterling ;  and  each  of  the  contracting  powers 
engaged  to  conclude  no  peace  without  the  participitation  of 
the  other. 

The  northern  courts  made  no  alteration  in  their  fyftem. 
in  Sweden,  fome  real  plots  to  difturb  the  eftablifhed  con- 
ftitution  ended  in  the  ruin  of  their  contrivers ;  fome  ficti¬ 
tious  plots  were  let  on  foot  to  give  a  fan  Hi  on  to  meafures 
again  ft  the  crown  party,  which  anfwered  their  ends;  and, 
as  the  ruling  power  continued  the  fame  and  the  internal 
diffenfions  the  fame,  the  hoftilities  againft  the  Kins:  of 
Pruftia  were  refolved  with  the  former  animofity,  but  pro- 
mifed  to  be  purfued  with  the  former  languor.  In  Ruftia, 
the  Emprefs  did  not  think  her  intentions  well  feconded  by 
her  minifters.  The  great  delays,  and  the  unaccountable 
retreat  in  the  laft  campaign,  gave  ground  to  fufpeH,  that 
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file  had  been  betrayed  by  her  miniffers,  or  her  generals. 
M.  Apraxin  was  moved  from  the  command,  and  was  put 
under  arreff.  He  jufiified  his  condudl  by  exprefs  orders 
from  Count  Beffuchef.  Befiuchef  was  removed  from  his 
office,  and  put  under  arreff  alfo.  Count  Woronzoff  fuc- 
ceeded  Beftuchef  in  his  employment,  and  the  generals 
Brown  and  Fermor  took  the  command  of  the  army  in  the 
place  of  Apraxin. 

As  foon  as  the  feafon  permitted  the  King  of  Pruflia  to 
re-commence  his  operations,  he  laid  fiege  to 
Schweidnitz,  and  puffied  it  with  fo  much  vigour,  April  3. 
that  the  place  furrendered  in  thirteen  days.  The 
garrifon  reduced  by  ficknefs  during  the  blockade,  and  by 
their  Ioffes  during  the  fieo;e,  from  feven  to  little  more  than 
three  thoufand  men,  yielded  themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 
By  this  ffroke,  the  King  of  Pruffia  left  his  enemies  no  foot¬ 
ing  in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  His  next  confideration 
was  how  to  guard  againft  their  future  attempts,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  fome  part  of 
the  Auftrian  territories.  His  forces  were  well  Rationed  for 
both  thefe  purpofes ;  for  befides  the  troops  which  Count 
Dohna  commanded  on  the  fide  of  Pomerania,  a  confiderable 
body  was  poRed  between  Wohlau  and  Glogau,  in  order 
to  cover  Silefia  from  the  fury  of  the  Ruffians,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  make  their  inroad  that  way.  An  army,  in  a  little 
time  alter  was  formed  in  Saxony,  commanded  by  his  bro¬ 
ther  P  rince  Henry,  which  confided  of  thirty  battalions, 
and  forty-five  fquadrons.  It  was  defiined  to  make  head 
againfi  the  army  of  the  Empire,  which  by  amazing  efforts 
made  during  the  winter,  and  by  the  junction  of  a  large  body 
of  Aufirians,  was  now  in  a  condition  to  a£l  again.  A 
ready  communication  was  kept  up  between  all  the  King  of 
Pruffia’s  armies,  by  a  proper  choice  of  poRs. 

The  King  refolved  to  make  Moravia  the  theatre 
of  the  war  this  year.  Moravia  was  frefh  ground  j 
a  country,  as  yet  untouched  by  the  ravages  of  war.  If  he 
fhould  fucceed  in  his  operations  in  this  country,  his  fuc- 
cefies  by  opening  to  him  the  neareR  road  to  Vienna,  muR 
prove  more  decifive  than  they  could  any  where  elfe.  If  he 
fhould  fail,  the  Auflrians  were  at  a  difiance  from  the  centre 
of  his  affairs,  and  would  find  it  difficult  to  improve  their 
advantages  to  his  ruin.  After  the  redu&ion  of  Schweid¬ 
nitz,  the  King  ordered  two  bodies  of  his  troops  to  poft 
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them  lei  ves  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  make  it  appear  that  he 
intended  to  carry  the  war  into  Bohemia.  Whilft  he  drew 
away  the  enemies  attention  from  the  real  objeds  by  thefe 
..  dnpolitions,  the  main  of  his  army  by  a  verv 

ivUy  3.  rapid  march,  entered  into.  Moravia  in  two  co- 

.  , lumns’ <and  made  themfelves  Mailers,  in  a  Ihort 

time  and  with  little  or  no  oppofition,  of  all  the  polls  ne- 
ceiiaiy  to  cover  the,  troops  to  be  employed  in  the  liege  of 

minz.  On  tne  27th  of  May  the  trenches  were  opened 
before  that  city.  r 

M.  Daun  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  the  King’s  march  to¬ 
wards  Moravia,  than  he  took  his  route  through  Bohemia 
to  that  province.  Notwithllanding  that  the  Eniprefs Queen 
omitted  no  poffible  endeavours  to  affemble  a  laro-e  armv 
agamft  the  King  of  Pruffia,  though  fhe  had  for  that  pur- 
pofe  exhaulied  the  Milanefe  and  Tufcany,  and  fwept  up 
rhe  ,&ic  tecruits  in  her  Danubian  territories,  M.  Daun  was 
not  yet  m  a  condition  to  give  the  King  of  Pruffia  battle  ; 
neither  did  his  chara&er  lead  him  to  trull  that  to  fortune 
wmch  he  might  enfure,  though  more  ilowly,  by  condudl. 

-  uis  wile  general  took  his  polls  from  Gewics  toLittau,  in 
n  mountainous  country,  in  a  fituation  where  it  was  impof- 
y  ie  to  attac^  him.  He  had  the  fertile  country  of  Bohemia 
whence  he  readily  and  certainly  drew  fupplies,  at  his 
r-r.r.  He  was  from  his  pofitioh  at  the  fame  time  enabled  to 
hi  rats  the  Pruffian  army  before  Olmutz,  and  to  intercept 
Ue  convoys  which  were  brought  to  them  from  Silefia. 

Oimutz,  by  the  extent  of  its  works,  and  other  advan¬ 
tageous  circumftances,  is  a  city  which  it  is  very  difficult 
compldatly  to  invert.  So  that  fame  of  the  King’s  ports  be- 
ficcefiarily  weakened  by  occupying  fo  great  an  extent 
ot  country,  were  attacked  by  Daun’s  detachments  from  time 
to  time,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  abundant  fuccours  both, 
of  men  and  ammunition  were  thrown  into  the  place.  Thefe 
attacks  were  always  made  by  night,  and  very  few  nights 
palled  without  lome  attack.  Fhe  fuccefs  was  various.  But 
the  operations  of  the  fiege  were  greatly  difturbed  by  thefe 
continual  alarms,  Befides  it  is  faid  thavt  the  Aurtrians,  be¬ 
fore  the  King’s  invafion  of  this  province,  had  dertroyed  all 
the  forage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Olmutz.  The  horfe 
were  obliged  to  forage  at  a  great  diftance,  which  harrarted 
ihem  ext  ream  ly,  M.  Daun,  took  advantage  of  all  thefe 
pircuvjrtances.  •  It  was  in  vain  that  the  King  of  Pruffia 
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endeavoured  by  all  the  arts  of  a  great  commander  to  pro¬ 
voke  or  entice  him  to  an  engagement.  He  profited  of  the 
advantages  he  had  made,  without  being  tempted  by  them 
to  throw  out  of  his  hands  the  fecure  game  he  was  play¬ 
ing. 

The  great  objedf  of  M.  Daun  was  the  Pruffian  convoys. 
On  receiving  advice  that  a  large  and  important  one  was  to 
leave  Troppau  on  the  25th  of  June,  he  took  meat u res  to 
intercept  it.  He  ordered  general  Jahnus,  who  was  at 
Muglitz  on  the  left,  to  advance  towards  Bahrn,  and  a  de¬ 
tachment  which  was  at  Prerau  at  a  confiderable  difiance  to 
the  right,  to  march  to  Stadt-Leibe ;  fo  that  thefe  two 
corps  fiiould  on  different  fides  attack  the  convoy  at  one  and 
the  fame  time.  To  further  the  execution  of  this  projedf, 
M.  Daun  himfelf  approached  the  Pruflian  army,  and  di¬ 
rected  all  his  motions  as  if  he  intended  to  give  them  battle. 
However,  the  Kino-  was  too  great  a  matter  in  the  game  of 
generalfhip,  which  was  now  playing,  to  be  deceived  by 
this  feint.  He  detached  a  confiderable  party  under  general 
Ziethen,  to  fupport  his  convoy,  which  was  already  about 
7000  ftrong.  Before  this  detachment  could  come  up,  the 
convoy  was  attacked,  but  the  Auftrians  were  repulfed.  But 
M.  Daun,  who  provided  for  every  thing,  quickly  reinforced 
his  parties  who  renewed  the  engagement  the  next  day. 
They  firft  fuffered  the  head  of  the  convoy  to  go  unmoiefi- 
ed  ;  but  as  the  centre  was  Rill  embarrafied  in  a  dangerous 
defile,  they  eafily  cut  off  the  head  from  the  reff,  and  then 
they  attacked  the  centre  with  the  greateff  fury.  The 
Prufiians  made  as  good  a  refiftance  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  would  fufier.  General  Ziethen  did  every  thing 
which  could  be  expected  from  an  accompliihed  officer  ;  but 
in  the  end  they  were  entirely  routed  ;  all  the  waggons  in 
that  divifion  were  taken  ;  the  rear  was  pufhed  back  towards 
rI  roppau  ;  the  head  alone  with  great  difficulty  arrived  at 
the  Pruffian  camp. 

I  his  was  a  fatal  firoke,  becaufe  it  came  at  a  time  when 
it  was  impoffible  to  repair  it.  The  fiege  of  Olmutz  had 
been  all  along  attended  with  great  difficulties:  and  now  the 
news  which  every  day  arrived  of  the  nearer  and  nearer  ap¬ 
proach  qf  the  Ruffians,  called  the  King  loudly  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  his  own  dominions.  Already  the  Coffacks  and 
Galmucks  made  incurfions  into  Silefia,  and  by  their  ravages 
and  cruelties,  announced  the  approach  of  the  great  army. 

The 
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The  fiege  muft  be  railed  ;  Moravia  muft  be  abandoned  : 
Maiflial  Daun  muft  have  the  Honour  of  freeing  his  coun¬ 
try  and  dnv.ng  away  fuch  an  Adverfary  as  the  Kin»  of 
ruflia,  from  a  conqueft  deemed  certain ;  all  was  perform¬ 
ed  without  a  battle,  by  a  feries  of  the  moft  refined  and  vi- 
gorous  manoeuvres  that  ever  were  put  in  pra&ice. 

en  the  King  of  Pruflia  faw  that  the  unprofperous  fitu- 
ation  of  his  affairs  obliged  him  to  retreat;  he  took  a  refolu- 
tion,  iuch  as  a  vicftory  infpires  in  other.  He  took  ad¬ 
vantage  even  of  the  excellent  movement  of  M.  Daun  bv 
which  that  able  general  had  advanced  his  quarters  to  Poz- 

mtz'  *2?  P,a,ced  h*mfelf  fo  as  to  fupport  Olmutz  in  the 
molt  effectual  manner;  by  this  movement,  however,  he 
was  obliged  to  uncover  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  The 
King  of  Pruflia,  whom  nothing  could  efcape,  was  fenfible 
of  this  advantage,  and  therefore,  inftead  of  falling  back 
upon  Sneiia,  which  ftep  would  immediately  have  drawn 
tne  Auitrian  army  into  his  dominions,  he  determined  to  re- 
tieat  from  one  part  of  the  enemies  territories  into  another. 

1  he  day  before  the  fiege  was  raifed  the  firing  of  the  Pruf- 
lians  continued  as  briilc  as  ever,  and  fhcwed  no  fort  of  fto-n 
oi'  an  intention  to  depart ;  but  in  the  night  the 
V  t  oad  to  Bohemia  in  two  co¬ 

lumns,  and  gained  an  entire  march  upon  the  Au- 
itrians.  So  that  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  efforts  which 
the  enemy  could  make  to  overtake  and  harafs  the  Kino- 
upon  his  march,  he  advanced  into  Bohemia  with  little  mo¬ 
le  ftat  ion,  feizcd  upon  a  large  magazine  at  LeutomifTel,  de¬ 
feated  fome  corps  of  Auftrians  who  had  attempted  to  difturb 
him  in  his  progrefs,  and  arrived  at  Konigfgratz,  one  of  the 
moft  important  pofts  in  Bohemia,  with  all  his  fick  and 
wounded,  with  all  his  heavy  baggage,  all  his  heavy  Artil- 
leiy,  and  military  ftores  complete.  This  place  he  poffeffed 
after  driving  from  it  a  body  of  7000  Auftrians  who  were 
entrenched  there.  He  immediately  laid  this  city  and  feve- 
ral  other  diftridts  under  contribution  ;  but  his  plan  not  ad¬ 
mitting  any  further  operations  on  that  fide,  he  took  no 
othei  ao vantage  from  this  momentous  poft.  He  foon  re¬ 
entered  Silefia,  and  marched  with  the  moft  amazing  dili¬ 
gence  to  encounter  the  Ruffians,  who  had  at  this  time 
united  their  divided  corps  under  Brown  and  Fermor,  and 
fixed  the  long  fluctuating  plan  01  their  operations,  by  en¬ 
tering  the  New  Marche  of  B  rand  en  burgh,  and  laying  fiege 
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to  Cuftrin.  The  reduction  of  this  place  could  leave  them 
but  a  few  days  march  to  Berlin  ;  Count  Dohna  was  not  in 
a  condition  to  oppofe  their  progrefs,  the  King  was  ftill  at 
a  great  diftance.  But  it  is  neceffary  to  break  our  narrative 
of  his  affairs,  however  interefting,  to  take  a  view  of  ^  the 
operations  of  the  armies  on  the  Rhine.  We  leave  the  King 
of  Pruffia  in  full  march,  do  give  one  body  of  his  enemies 
battle,  after  executing  a  retreat  from  the  other,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  did  his  military  genius  the  greateft  honour.  So 
that  on  the  whole,  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  which  gainea  the 
greateft  glory,  the  King  of  Pruffia  by  his  retreat,  or  M# 
Daun  by  the  meafure  which  obliged  him  to  it. 

CHAP.  X. 

Allies  pafs  the  Rhine.  Battle  of  Crevelt.  Aftion  at  Sanger f- 
haufen .  Action  at  Meer.  Allies  repafs  the  Rhine. 

PRINCE  Ferdinand  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  cut 
off  the  retreat  of  the  French  over  the  Rhine;  but  he 
preffed  them  clofely,  and  prepared  himfelf  to  crofs  that  ri¬ 
ver  in  purfuit  of  them.  His  defign  was  to  carry  the  war 
beyond  the  Maefe,  and  thereby  oblige  the  Prince  de  Sou- 
bife  to  abandon  the  enterprize  he  was  preparing  againfl 
Heffe  Caffel.  His  Highnefs  executed  the  paffage 
of  the  Rhine  at  Herven  with  the  corps  immedi-  June  i. 
ately  under  his  command  ;  then  he  fent  the 
bridge  with  which  he  ferved  himfelf  fo  well  up  the  river  to 
Rees  ;  the  reft  of  the  troops  palled  there  ;  the  whole  army 
were  over  before  the  yth  of  June.  The  flattery  of  the 
laft  age  faw  with  aftonifhmcnt  a  paffage  of  the  Rhine  by  a 
French  monarch,  unoppofcd,  at  the  head  of  a  mighty 
army.  We  faw  that  river  paffed  by  the  enemies  of  France, 
in  the  prefence  of  an  army  of  50,000  of  that  nation  ;  it 
was  an  action  which  did  not  need  the  exaggerations  of 
rhetoric. 

The  French  army  retired  as  the  Prince  advanced,  and 
took  an  advantageous  camp  which  threatened  to  retard  the 
operations  of  the  allies  :  their  right  was  under  Rheinberg  ; 
but  the  Prince  by  his  well-judged  motions  turned  their  left 
flank  towards  the  convent  of  Campe,  by  which  the  French 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  quit  theii  advantageous  poll. 
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and  to  retire  into  Meurs :  they  ftill  kept  towards  the 
l\hine  :  the  1  nnce  advanced  on  the  fide  of  the  Macfe. 

It  was  evident,  that  whilft  the  French  continued  only  to 

]t  WOUj^  Prove  impoiTible  for  them  to  hinder  the 
allies  fiom  executing  the  plan  they  propofed  :  they  there- 

hth-T  tilk°UJghL  ^  aav*feable  to  change  their  countenance. 

hej/  had  tailed  back  as  far  as  iNuys ;  they  now  returned 
on  their  lteps,  and  advanced  as  far  , as  Crevelt,  within  a 
ew  miles  of  Prince  Ferdinands  camp.  The  Prince  made 
the  difpofitions  for  a  battle,  with  his  ufual  vigour  and  pru¬ 
dence.  He  carefully  reconnoitred  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy.  lie  found  that  their  right  was  at  a  village  called 
Vifchelon  ;  their  left  extended  towards  Anrath,  where  it 
was  covered  with  a  wood  :  Crevelt,  which  was  in  the 
front  of  their  right  was  occupied  by  a  party  of  their  troops. 
His  highnefs  refolved  upon  three  attacks  :  the  firft  and 
real  attack  was  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy’s  left  winn  ; 
the  other  two  were  defigned  to  divert  their  attention,  and 
prevent  their  fuccouring  the  object  of  his  principal  attack; 
for  which  purpofe  ne  recommended  to  his  generals  to  make 
the  beft  ufe  of  their  heavy  artillery,  and  not  to  advance  too 
far  unlefs  they  were  perfe&ly  affured  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
main  operation. 


Having  made  thefe  wife  difpofitions,  and  perfedfly  learn¬ 
ed  the  heft  routes  by  which  the  enemy  mi  Hit  he 
June  23.  approached,  his  highnefs  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers  of  his  right  wing,  and  advanced 
on  the  lide  of  Anrath  in  two  colums.  A  canonading  vio¬ 
lent  and  well  fupported  opened  the  adtion  :  the  Planove- 
rian  artillery  was  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French  ; 
but  though  the  French  loll  many  men,  they  loft  no  ground 
in  this  way,  and  their  pofition  in  the  wood  made  a  clofe 
attack  abfolutely  necefl'ary  :  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Brun- 
fwick  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  firft  line  of  foot,  and 
with  his  ufual  fpirit,  advanced  with  the  whole  front  diredl- 
ly  to  the  wood.  Here  a  furious  fire  of  fmall  arms  com¬ 
menced,  which  continued  without  the  fmalleft  intermiffion 
for  two  hours  and  an  half.  All  the  Hanoverian  battalions 
threw  themfelves  into  the  wood  :  two  ditches  well  lined 


with  infantry  were  oppofed  to  their  fury  :  they  were  forced 
one  after  another:  the  enemies  battalions  were  pufhed 
back,  they  were  entirely  broken,  and  fled  out  of  the  wood 
in  a  diforder  which  was  irreparable  :  their  cavalry,  who 
V  \  *  '  kept 
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kept  the  bed  countenance  poffible,  in  fpite  of  the  terrible 
fire  of  the  Hanoverian  artillery,  and  in  fpite  of  the  vigo¬ 
rous  attempts  of  the  Hanoverian  horfe,  who  had  by  this  time 
found  means  to  gain  the  plain,  covered  the  retreat  of  their 
fcattered  infantry,  and  faved  them  from  utter  ruin  :  the 
right  wing  and  the  centre,  though  they  fufFered  grievoufly 
by  the  cannonading,  were  no  where  broken,  but  retreated 
towards  Nuys  in  the  mod:  per  feci'  order. 

Seven  thoufand  of  their  bed:  troops  were  killed,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  taken  prifoners  ;  but  there  was  nothing  in  this 
battle  fo  grievous  to  France,  and  io  afFedling  even  to  the 
enemy,  as  the  fate  Of  the  count  de  Grifors.  i  his  young 
nobleman,  the  only  Ion  or  the  duke  de  Beileifle,  not  above 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  newly  married  to  the  heirefs  of 
an  iiluftrious  houfe  ;  himfelf  the  lad:  hope  of  a  mod:  noble 
family,  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,, 
which  be  brought  up  with  the  mod:  heroic  courage,  and 
infpired  by  his  example  to  make  incredible  efforts.  He 
had  been  educated  with  all  the  care  an  excellent  father 
could  beftow  on  a  fon  of  an  uncommon  genius,  who  was 
alone  able  to  fupport  the  reputation  of  his  family.  To  the 
purer:  morals  he  had  united  the  polited  manners;  he  had 
made  a  great  proficiency  in  learning ;  he  knew  many 
branches  of  it,  and  loved  all  ;  he  had  feen  every  part  of 
Europe,  and  read  courts  and  nations  with  a  difeerning 
eye  ;  and  wanted  nothing  to  fulfil  all  hope,  and  to  make 
him  a  perfect  and  lading  ornament  and  fupport  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  but  a  knowledge  in  the  military  art  ;  he  entered  that 
courfe  of  glory  and  danger,  and  fell  in  his  firft  campaign. 
The  unhappy  father  and  minideer  faw  his  private  misfor¬ 
tunes  keep  pace  with  the  public  calamities,  and  the  tears  of 
his  family  mingled  with  thofe  of  his  country.  * 

Prince  Ferdinand  gained  a  victory  at  Crevelt,  which  did 
the  greated  honour  to  his  military  capacity,  and  to  the 
bravery  of  ids  troops.  But  it  was  a  victory  neither  entire 
nor  decifive  :  the  French  army  on  their  own  frontiers  was 
quickly  and  ftrongly  reinforced  ;  fo  thyt  they  were  not 
only  in  a  condition  in  fome  fort  to  make  head  again  ft  the 
allies,  but  were  enabled  to  detach  a  considerable  reinforce¬ 
ment  to  the  army  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Rhine. 

Altho’  the  Prince  had  reafon  to  imagine  that  he  fliould 
|iot  be  able  to  keep  his  ground  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine  for 
—  *  any 
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any  confiderable  time,  this  did  not  hinder  him  from  im- 

rhe  the  ^vantage  he  had  obtained, 

hilft  the  French,  difabled  by  their  late  defeat,  were  in 

no  condition  to  oppofe  him,  he  parted  the  Rhine  with  a 

°etachment>  and  appeared  on  the  28th  of  June  before 
f ulleldorp,  a  city  advantageoufly  fituated  on  the  river,  and 
e  onging  to  the  Eledtor  Palatine.  A  fevere  bombardment 
ODhged  it  to  capitulate  on  the  7th  of  July  :  the  garrifon, 
confuting  of  2000  men,  marched  out  with  the  honours  of 
war.  Prince  Ferdinand  placed  here  three  battalions  of 
Hanoverians,  and  threw  a  bridge  of  boats  acrofs  the  river  • 
by  that  means  he  multiplied  his  ports  and  communications’ 
on  both  fides  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  threw  a  new  and  no  fmall 
impediment  in  the  way  of  the  French,  to  retard  their  pro- 
giefs,  in  cafe  he  fhould  find  himfelf  compelled  to  retire. 
After  this,  the  army  of  the  allies  and  that  of  France,  fpent 
feveral  days  in  making  various  marches  and  counterma’rches 
as  if  they  both  propofed  to  bring  on  an  adion,  to  which’ 
however,  it  does  not  appear  that  either  party  was  very 
ftrongly  inclined.  J 

Prince  r  erdinand  ftill  retained  his  hopes  that  the  Prince 
of  Yfenburg  who  commanded  the  Heflian  troops,  would 
find  the  Prince  of  Soubife  employment  for  fome  time.  He 
had  originally  laid  his  plan  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  by  palTin^ 
the  Made,  and  transferring  the  feat  of  war  into  the  enemies 
country,  he  might  draw  the  French  from  the  Rhine,  and 
perhaps  oblige  the  Prince  of  Soubife  to  come  to  the  atEf- 
tance  of  the  main  army  under  M  .  de  Contades,  who  com¬ 
manded  in  the  room  of  count  Clermont,  being  now  the 
fourth  commander  of  the  French  troops  fince  they  entered 
Germany.  But  whilfl:  Prince  Ferdinand  pleafed  himfelf 
with  thofe  hopes,  and  Hill  continued  to  a£l  as  far  as  circum- 
ftances  would  admit,  inpurfuance  of  this  plan,  he  received 
an  account  which  difconcerted  all  his  meafures. 

The  duke  de  Broglio,  lupported  by  the  corps  of  the  prince 
de  Soubife,  with  a  much  fuperior  force,  attacked 
July  23.  and  defeated  the  HelTian  army  of  feven  thoufand 
men  near  Sangerfhaufen :  this  opened  to  them 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Wefer  :  they  might  acf  in  Weftphalia, 
on  which  fide  foever  they  pleafed,  and  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  if  they  availed  themfelves  of  the  advantages  they  had, 
thev  might  be  able  to  intercept  the  Britifh  troops.  Thefe 
troops  having  been  landed  at  Embden,  v/ere  now  on  their 

march 
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fnarch  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  to 
reinforce  the  allied  army.  The  prince  in  this  fituation  of 
affairs,  had  no  option  left  but  an  engagement  with  the 
French  army,  or  a  retreat  over  the  Rhine :  the  former 
was  not  eafy  to  compafs,  as  the  French  induftriouhy  de¬ 
clined  a  battle,  and  it  became  extremely  dangerous  to  re¬ 
main  long  in  a  pofition  with  the  enemies  army  on  his  left, 
and  the  ffrong  fortrefs  of  Gueldre  on  his  right.  In  this  fitu¬ 
ation  his  fubffflence  became  every  day  more  difficult.  Fo 
repafs  the  Rhine  had  its  difficulties  too  ;  the  roads  which 
led  to  that  river  were  rendered  almoff  impalTable  by  the 
heavy  rains ;  tiie  river  itfelf  was  fo  fwelled  with  them,  that 
the  bridge  at  Rees  had  been  for  fome  time  ufelels. 

Thefe  difagreeable  circumftances  of  the  allied  army  did 
not  efcape  the  penetration  of  Monf.  de  Chevert,  one  of  the 
ableft  commanders  among  the  French.  He  formed  a  plan 
upon  them,  which,  if  it  had  fucceeded,  muff  have  put  the 
allies  into  the  greateft  perplexity.  This  general  had  fome 
time  before  palled  the  Rhine,  with  an  intention  of  making 
himfelf  mailer  of  Duffeldorp,  and  he  had  prepared  all  things 
with  great  ability  for  that  enterprife:  the  rains  ulually 
heavy  for  that  feafon,  and  fome  other  crofs  accidents,  had 
fruffrated  his  intentions.  But  perceiving  that  the  fame  ac¬ 
cidents  which  defeated  his  defign  proved  all'o  unfavourable 
to  the  enemy,  he  refolved  to  turn  his  difappointment  into 
an  advantage,  and  from  the  ruins  of  his  firft  project  to 
build  another  of  yet  greater  importance.  Baron  Imhoff  Was 
polled  to  the  right  of  the  Rhine  in  a  ffrong  fituation  near 
Meer.  He  was  to  cover  the  bridge  at  Rees;  to  fee u re  a 
conliderable  magazine ;  and  to  keep  open  communication 
between  the  Englilh  reinforcements  and  the  main  army. 
The  plan  of  Monf.  Chevert  was  to  dillodge  Imhoff,  to 
burn  the  bridge  at  Rees,  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
magazine,  and  to  render  the  jundlion  of  the  Englilh  troops 
with  the  Hanoverians  impracticable.  To  execute  this  ju¬ 
dicious  fcheme,  he  united  feveral  detachments  from  the 
garrifon  of  W efel,  to  a  confiderable  corps  which  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  have  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Duffeldorp.  The 
whole  made  near  12,000  men  :  the  troops  under  Imhoff 
were  but  fix  batallions,  and  four  fqqadrons,  hardly  3000 
in,  all. 

When  that  General  was  apprifed  of  the  defigns  and  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  French,  he  law  it  was  in  vain  to  expeCt  fuccours 

from 
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Rf1  th?  ann7  of  Prince  Ferdinand :  the  fweil  'of  the  river 
rjjR 1  wia’“re^  I'elici  impoffible ;  all  his  hopes  were  there- 
rore  1  a  his  genius  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops.  He 
ccn.xGc.ea  tuat  though  the  poft  he  occupied  v/as  fufficient- 
X  .ro|1o5  the  enemy  might  make  themfelves  mailers  of 
.CCS,  oy  turning  his  camp,  and  thus  execute  one  of  the 
Pai  lS  °P  their  defign ;  he  confidered  the  p-reat 
mricrence  between  attacking  and  being  attacked;  he  con- 

jdered  lhe  of  an  attempt  altogether  unexpected  by 

*  ?e  ^lerePore  tooic  the  refolution  of  abandoning 

ms  pom,  and  going  out  to  meet  them.  Perceiving  that  the 
icncn  were  marching  into  difficult  ground,  he  did  not 
lofe  a  moment  to  begin  the  a&idn.  He  ordered 
Apiii  5*  a  liiiall  party,  which  he  had  pofted  in  a  little 
coppice,  to  fail  upon  the  enemies  left,  which  he 
obfeived  to  be  uncovered;  and  appointed  the  fire  of  this 
party,  as  a  fignai  for  ail  the  reft  to  advance,  and  make  the 
oinct  with  bayonets  fixed.  f  he  French  thus  vigoroufly 
aha  unexpectedly  attacked,  fell  into  confufion  ;  their  cou¬ 
rage  ill  feconded  the  wildom  of  their  general ;  they  did  not 
liana  hall  an  hour;  they  left  on  the  held  of  battle  eleven 
pieces  qi  cannon,  many  prifoners,  and  much  baggage  to 
t.ae  Hanoverians,  wlio  drove  them  under  the  cannon  of 
Wefel.  *  ' 

1  his  fignai  advantage  over  fuch  a  prodigious  fuperiority 
%vas  not  more  gallantly  obtained  than  well  purfued  and  im- 
pioved.  imhoit  faw  that  the  rains  had  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  leave  no  hopes  for  the  allied  army  to.  pafs  by 
the  bridge, of  Rees.  Having  taken  proper  care  of  his  ma¬ 
gazines,  he  quitted  his  poft  at  Meer,  and  being  reinforced 
by  fome  parties,  who  palled  the  river  in  boats,  he  marched 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  towards  the  route  of  the  Englifh 
forces,  and  happily  effected  a  junction,  which  had  hitherto 
been  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties. 

Prince  Ferdinand  in  his  retreat  met  with  no  obftrudtion, 
but  juft  what  was  fuftreient  to  dil play  more  fully  the  gal¬ 
lantry  of  his  officers,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  troops.  A  town 
called  Wachtendonck  was  on  his  left,  as  he  retreated;  this 
place,  though  not  fortified,  is  a  poft  of  much  importance, 
and  being  an 'inland  furrounded  by  the  river  Niers,  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  of  accefs  :  the  French  had  thrown  a  body 
of  troops  into  this  place.  The  hereditary  prince,  the  fir  ft 
in  every  active  fervice,  was  employed  to  force  it.  The 
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bridge  on  his  approach  had  been  drawn  up.  The  prince  fee¬ 
ing  that  if  he  attempted  to  get  down  this  bridge,  the  ene¬ 
my  would  gain  time  to  recoiled!  themfelves,  threw  himfelf 
into  the  river;  his  grenadiers,  animated  by  fo  gallant  an 
example,  plunged  in  after  him,  and  furioufly  attacking  the 
enemy  with  their  bayonets,  in  a  few  minutes  drove  them 
from  that  poll;  this  advantage,  joined  to  that  gained  by 
general  Imhoff,  and  the  uncommon  refolution  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  both  thefe  actions,  awed  the  French.  They 
found  that  their  troops,  raw,  undifeiplined  and  little  fit  for 
hard  fervice,  were  not  to  be  relied  upon  ;  and  they  feared 
to  bring  on  an  adtion,  which  by  being  decihve  againft  them 
might  draw  on  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  So  that  the 
prince  repafTed  the  Rhine  in  a  moft  excellent  order,  even 
with  lefs  trouble  than  he  had  at  firft  palled  it;  and  indeed 
with  little  moleftation,  but  what  he  met  with  from  the 
weather.  Such  exceftive  rains  had  fa!  cn,  that  he  in  vain 
attempted  a  paffage  at  Rhineberg  or  at  his  bridge  . 
of  Rees  ;  he  effected  it  a  little  lower  at  a  place  u&' 9m 
called  Griethuy fen.  10# 

Although  Prince  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  pafs  the 
Rhine,  and  to  act  more  upon  the  defenfive  for  the  future  ; 
yet  his  vigorous  conduct  in  the  beginning  was  very  glorious 
to  him,  and  very  advantageous  to  the.  common  caufe.  The 
French  fuffered  greatly  in  their  military  reputation  ;  the 
Hanoverians  had  gained  a  fuperiority  over  them,  and  now 
fo  much  of  the  campaign  was  wafted,  that  notwithftanding 
the  greatnefs  of  their  numbers,  it  was  not  probable  that 
they  would  find  themlelves  able  to  make  any  confiderabie 
progrefs  in  their  defigns  againft  the  King’s  ele&oral  domi¬ 
nions  for  this  year.  The  advantage  gained  by  Broglio  and 
Soubife  was  not  attended  with  the  confequences,  which 
might  have  been  apprehended.  Prince  Yfenburg  kept  fo 
good^  a  countenance  in  a  ftrong  poft  he  had  chol'en,  that 
the  french  did  not  chooie  to  attack  him  again;  and  fmee 
Iiince  I1  erdinand  had  repafTed  the  Rhine,  he  might  always 
be  well  fupported. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Retreat  from  Bohemia  *  Mea fares  of  Count  Daw u  Battle 
of  Cuftrin .  King  of  Prujfia  marches  into  Saxony ,  and 

joins  Prince  Henry „ 

T>  Y  the  retreat  of  the  Pruffians  from  Moravia,  the  war 
,  had  alTumed  a  new  face.  The  Generals  who  conduct¬ 
ed  it  had  changed  hands.  The  King  of  Pruflia  was  obliged 
to  a£t  upon  the  defenfive;  M.Daun  was  now  in  a  condition 
of  difplaying  his  talents  in  an  offenfive  war.  The  affairs  of 
the  King  of  Pruffia  were  fcarce  ever  in  a  more  critical  Situ¬ 
ation  than  at  that  time.  The  Ruffians  feemed  at  firft  dif- 
poled  to  enter  into  Silefia  ;  but  now  they  had  united  their 
feveral  disjointed  corps,  penetrated  into  the  New  Marche 
of  Brandenburgh,  and  having  commenced  the  fiege  of  Cuf- 
trin,  a  place  that  threatened  them  with  no  great  opposition, 
they  were  arrived  within  a  few  days  march  of  Beilin 
Count  Dohna  polled  with  a  greatly  inferior  force  at  Frank¬ 
fort  on  the  Oder,  watched  without  being  able  to  obflruCI 
their  progrefs.  In.  Pomerania,  the  Generals  Weedel  and 
Manteufel  oppofed  almoft  the  fame  ineffectual  efforts  to  the 
arms  of  Sweden.  The  army  of  the  Empire,  and  a  consi¬ 
derable  body  of  Auftrians  under  General  Haddick,  advanced 
into  Saxony,  and  poffefling  themfelves  by  degrees  of  thofe 
Strong  polls,  which  compofe  the  frontiers  of  Mifnia,  they 
continually  ftreightened  the  quarters  of  Prince  Henry.  That 
Prince  was  flrongly  encamped  at  Dippolfwalde,  with  about 
20,000  men,  in  order  to  cover  Drefden,  and  command  the 
courfe  of  the  Elbe.  Thus  circumffanced,  the  King  could 
not  find  his  account  in  remaining  long  in  Bohemia,  where 
it  was  impoffible  to  effeCl  any  thing  decifive.  Every  thing 
depended  upon  his  being  able  to  drive  the  Ruffians  out  of 
his  territories,  who  with  a  mighty  force  ruined  every  place 
they  arrived  at,  and  feemed  not  only  to  make  war  againfl 
him,  but  againfl  human  nature  itfelf. 

M,  Daun  was  foon  apprifed  of  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  in.- 
tentions:  but  he  confidered  that  if  he  was  to  purfue  the 
King:  into  Silefia,  he  moft  encounter  with  difficulties  almofl 
infuperable;  feveral  ffrong  places  flood  in  his  way,  and  it 
would  prove  cafy  for  the  Pruffian  troops  left  for  the  defence 
of  that  dutchy,  to  take  an  advantageous  camp  under  one  of 
thofe  places,  and  thus  oblige  them  to  vvafle  unprofitably  the 
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time,  which  might  be  employed  in  the  execution  of  more 
judicious  projects.  Befides  that  in  this  manner  of  proceed¬ 
ing  he  could  never  ad  in  concert,  nor  preferve  any  efFedual 
communication  with  the  feveral  bodies  of  his  allies.  To 
pufh  forward  with  his  whole  force  directly  to  Berlin,  could 
at  belt  be  regarded  as  a  coup  de  main ,  which  could  prove 
nothing  decilive  in  the  campaign,  even  fuppefing  the  project: 
Should  lucceed,  but  it  was  rather  probable  that  it  would 
not  lucceed,  as  the  King  of  PruiTia  might  clear  his  hands  of 
the  Ruffians  before  the  army  of  M.  Daun  could,  for  want 
of  fubfiflance  arrive  in  the  Lower  Lufatia.  Every  confi- 
deration  therefore  pointed  out  the  relief  of  Saxony  as  the 
great  objed  of  the  Auflrian  operations.  It  was  an  objed 
apparently  to  be  compafled  with  greater  eafe,  and  if  com- 
pafied,  produdive  of  more  folid  advantages  than  any  other* 
The  army  of  the  Empire  already  fuperior  to  that  of  Prince 
Henry  could  co  -operate  in  the  defign,  and  the  recovery  of 
Saxony  once  effeded,  the  King  ofPruffia  would  fee  hiinfelf 
entirely  divefted  of  one  of  the  principal  refources  he  had  to 
rely  upon  in  the  war,  for  money,  provifions,  and  forage; 
kvhilft  his  hereditary  dominions  {tripped  of  this  lfrong  har¬ 
der  defencelefs  in  themfelves,  and  affaulted  on  three  lidcs 
T  powerful  armies,  could  fcarce  find  them  employment  to 
:he  end  of  the  campaign. 

M.  Daun  having  refolved  upon  his  plan  of  operations  fuf- 
ered  the  King  ofPruffia  to  continue  his  march  towards  the 
Ruffians,  without  any  moleftation  :  he  contented  himfelf 
vith  leaving  a  confiderable  body  of  Troops  under  the  Gene¬ 
rals  Harfch  and  de  Ville,  on  the  fouthern  frontiers  of  Sile- 
ia,  in  order  to  form  fome  enterprife  on  that  fide,  which 
night  draw  the  attention  and  forces  of  the  Pruffians  as  far 
.s  poffible  from  the  great  objed  of  his  operations.  When 
le  had  made  thefe  difpofitions  he  marched  towards  Saxony, 
h rough  the  country  of  Lufatia,  by  25ittau,  Gorlitz,  and 
Bautzen.  His  firfl  projed  was  bold*  Pie  propofed  to  crofs 
he  Elbe  at  Meiffen  ;  by  which  the  communication  between 
DrefJen  and  Leipfic  would  be  cut  of  at  one  ftroke.  Then 
e  propofed  to  attack  Prince  Henry  in  hi$  camp  atSeidlitz, 
rhilfl  the  army  of  the  Empire  fell  upon  him  in  another 
uarter.  Thus  the  Prince  was  to  be  put  between  two  fires, 
nd  his  retreat  into  Drefden  to  be  rendered  impracticable ; 
ut  upon  mature  confideration,  this  projed  was  laid  afide! 
1.  Daun  remedied  that  the  fortrefs  of  Sonneftein,  of  which 
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was  not  yet  in  poffeftion,  would  prove  no  final! 
Sept.  3.  impediment  to  his  defigns.  He  confidered  that 
the  pofition  of  Prince  Henry  oppofite  to  the  army 
of  the  Empire  v/as  too  advantageous,  to  make  an  attack  upon 
him  advifeable:  and  unlefs  the  Prince  could  be  induced  to 
attack  the  Impcrialifts  hrft,  a  point  not  to  be  expected  in 
his  circumftances,  he  might  always  nnd  it  eafy  to  throw 
himfelf  into  Drefden,  and  by  proper  motions  to  preferve  a 
free  communication  with  the  Kina.  M.  Daun  was  obliged 
to  renounce  his  hr  it  deiign,  but  he  was  left  at  full  liberty 
to  form  and  to  execute  fuch  other  plans  for  the  relief  of 
Saxony  as  his  prudence  could  fugged:. 

About  that  time' the  imperial  court  elated  with  their  re¬ 
cent  fuccefs,  began  to  fliew  with  what  moderation  they 
were  likely  to  behave  if  it  continued  and  increafed.  They 
entirely  threw  of  all  the  little  appearance  of  rcfpecl  they 
had  hitherto  retained  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
feveral  others  of  the  mo  if  refpedfable  Princes  and  perfons  of 
the  Empire.  They  made  the  abufe  of  their  authority  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms.  On  the  21ft 
of  Auguft  a  cohclufum  of  the  Aulic  council  was  iffued  againft 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  Eledfor  of  Hanover,  againft 
the  Landgrave  of  HeiTe  Caftel,  againft  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  the  Count  ofLippe  Buckebourg,  and  in  general 


againft  all  the  Adherence  to  the  King  of  Pruftia,  threatening 
them  with  Penalties  indignity,  perfon  and  eftate.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  decree,  letters  avocatory  were  iffued,  no¬ 
tifying  to  the  fovereign  Princes,  that  if  they  did  not  within 
a  limited'  time  difperfe  their  armies,  break  off  their  con¬ 
nection  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  pay  their  quota  of  Roman 
months,  and  fend  their  contingents  to  the  army  of  execution, 
they  were  to  be  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire.  T o  all 
other  perfons  who  held  any  dignity  in  the  Empire,  orders 
were  given  and  penalties  were  threatened  fuitable  to  their 
condition.  They  in  ftiort  went  all  lengths,  but  that  of 
aCiually  and  formally  putting  them  under  the  ban,  which 
they  would  not  have  failed  to  do,  if  their  fuccefs  had  an- 
fwered  its  beginnings.  So  little  regard  had  the  court  of 
Vienna  to  former  fervices  of  the  moil  interefting  nature  ; 
and  lb  entirely  did  fhe  feem  to  forget  that  fhe  owed  to  the. 
King  of  Great  Britain,  not  only  that  power  which  fhe 
now  urnuftly  and  ungratefully  turned  againft  him,  hut  al- 
moft  the  very  being  of  the  Houle  of  Auftria,  So  entirely 
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<1  id  file  forget  that  this  Monarch  had  expended  his  treasures, 
employed  his  armies>  and  even  expofed  his  perfon  in  her 
caufe,  when  it  was  not  only  abandoned,  but  attacked  by 
alinoff  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  However  the  violent  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Aulic  council,  drew  no  one  State  or  perfon 
from  the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Prufiia;  they  rather 
had  a  contrary  efFedf,  in  roufing  the  whole  Evangelic  body 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  danger.  Much  lefs  were  they  able 
to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  arms. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  conduclcd  his  retreat  out  of  Bohe¬ 
mia  in  admirable  order.  The  Generals  Jahnus  andLaudohn 
for  Several  days  hung  upon  his  rear  with  two  ilrong  bodies. 
They  took  advantageous  polls,  Sometimes  on  one  fide,  Some¬ 
times  on  the  other,  Sometimes  together,  Sometimes  Sepa¬ 
rately,  and  threw  all  poffibly  impediments  in  his  way.  But 
the  vigour  of  the  Pruilians  drove  them  with  lofs  from  every 
poll.  So  that  by  the  6th  of  Auguft,  they  were  obliged, 
entirely  to  deflft  from  their  purfuit.  The  King  of  Pruflia 
freed  from  all  moleflation,  marched  with  the  utmoil  diligence 
by  Wifoca,  Politz,  Landfhut,  and  arrived  on  the  20th  at 
Franckfort  on  the  Oder.  Here  he  joined  the  troops  under 
Count  Dohna.  The  army  was  now  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  adl,  and  they  did  not  lofe  a  moment’s  time  Sept.  22. 
to  march  againfl  the  enemy.  All  their  vigour  and 
expedition  was  not  more  than  neceffary*  The  Ruffians  had 
belieged  Cuflrin  from  the  15th.  Though  thefe  people 
Scarcely  emerged  from  barbarifm,  had  not  the  mytl  pcrfcdl 
Till  in  operations  of  this  nature,  they  Supplied  that  deficien¬ 
cy  by  a  ferofity  that  Scrupled  nothing,  by  numbers  whole 
lives  they  did  not  regard,  and  by  a  moll  formidable  artillery, 
which  rudely  but  furiouiiy  managed,  only  Spread  the  more 
general  and  indiscriminate  deflrudlion.'  in  effect,  they 
threw  inch  a  multitude  of  bombs  and  red  hot  balls  into  that 
unfortunate  city,  that  in  a  Short  time  it  was  on  lire  in  every 
quarter.  Of  the  wretched  inhabitants  Some  were  burned. 
Some  buried  in  the  ruins,  Some  killed  by  the  balls  that  fell 
like  hail  in  the  Erects :  the  Surviving  majority  Safe  neither 
within  nor  without  their  houfes,  abandoned  their  homes 
and  their  iubflance,  and  lied,  many  of  them  almofl  naked, 
out  of  the  fide  which  was  not  invefled.  Never  was  beheld 
a  more  deplorable  fpedlacle  ;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  fay  which 
formed  the  more  wretched  appearance,  thofc  who  perifhed, 
fir  tnqfe  who  c Scaped,  Mean  while  the  Governor  firm  in 
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his  courage  and  fidelity,  did  every  thing  for  the  defence  of 
the  walls  and  ruins  of  the  place ;  but  the  walls  built  in  the 
old  manner  did  not  promife  a  fuccefsful  defence;  the  enemy 
had  polled  themfelves  in  the  fuburbs,  and'  in  the  firing 
of  the  town,  the  principal  magazine  of  the  bedewed  was 
blown  up. 

The  protedtor  and  avenger  of  his  dominions,  was  now 
however  at  hand.  On  the  23th,  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  whole 
arpiy  pafied  the  Oder  at  GlulfebilTel,,  about  twenty  Englifh, 
miles  to  the  north-ead  of  Culfrin.  The  Ruffians  on  the 
firft  notice  of  his  approach,  broke  up  the  fiege  of  that  place, 
and  marched  towards  the  villages  of  Zwicker  and  Zorn- 
dorfF.  It  was  the  King’s  intention  to  wind  round  the  left 
flank  of  their  army,  and  to  take  them  in  the  rear,  by  which 
he  hoped  to  throw  them  into  confufion.  But  in  this  he 
found  himlelf  difappointed.  The  Ruffian  Generals  had 
forefeen  his  purpofe  and  made  excellent  difpofitions.  As 
the  ground  did  not  admit  them  to  extend  greatly  in  length, 
they  threw  themfelves  into  a  fquare  body  compofed  of  four 
lines,  forming  a  front  almofl  equal  on  every  fide,  and  on 
every  fide  furroundedby  cannon  and  chevaux  de  frize.  Ii^ 
this  formidable  difpofition  they  waited  the  attack  of  the 
Pruffians. 

It  was  on  the  25th  of  Augufl  that  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
after  a  march  of  56  days,  from  the  midff  of  Moravia, 
brought  his  army  in  prefence  of  the  Ruffians.  The  King 
had  never  been  perfonally  engaged  with  that  enemy  before. 
Plis  troops  had  never  obtained  any  advantage  over  them. 
I  he  whole  fortune  of  the  war  depended  upon  the  event  of 
this  day.  The  Pruffians  were  now  in  the  clofefl  ferife  to 
fight  for  their  country,  which  was  ready  to  fall  under  one 
of  the  feverefl  fcourges  with  which  Providence  has  chaflifed 
a  nation.  Nothing  was  wanting  which  could  infpire  the 
foldiers  with  revenge.  Every  where  the  marks  of  the. 
enemies  cruelty  were  before  their  eyes;  the  country  def¬ 
lated  on  every  fide,  and  the  villages  in  flames  all  round  the 
field  of  battle. 

At  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  battle  began  by  a  fire 
of  cannon  and  mortars  which  rained  on  the  rfoht  wins:  of 
the  Ruffians  without  the  lead  intermiffion  for  near  two 
hours.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  havock  made  by  this 
terrible  fire,  nor  the  condancy  with  which  the  Muscovite 
foot,  raw  and  unexperienced,  fudained  a  daughter  that 
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would  have  confounded  and  difperfed  the  com  pleated,  vete¬ 
rans.  They  fell  in  their  ranks;  new  regiments  dill  prefi'ed 
forward  to  fill  their  places,  and  to  fupply  new  (laughter. 
When  the  fif'd  line  had  fired  away  all  their  charges,  they 
rufhed  forward  on  the  P ruffians.  That  firm  body  of  the 
Pruffian  infantry  which  had  often  dood,  and  often  given  fo 
many  terrible  (hocks,  by  one  of  thofe  unaccountable  move¬ 
ments  of  the  human  mind,  that  render  every  thing  in  war 
fo  precarious,  gave  way  in  the  prefence  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  when  they  had  in  a  manner  fecured  the  vidlory,  retired 
in  diforder  before  the  half  broken  battalions  of  the  Mufco- 
vites.  Had  the  Ruffian  officers  known  how  to  profit  of  this 
diforder;  had  they  immediately  thrown  in  their  horfe  with 
vigour  to  compleat  it,  and  entirely  break  that  body  ;  this 
had  probably  been  the  lad  day  of  the  Pruffian  greatnefs. 
The  King  was  not  fo  negligent.  For  juft  in  this  anxious 
moment,  whild  the  battle  was  yet  in  fufpenfe,  by  a  very 
rapid  and  mafterly  motion,  he  brought  all  the  cavalry  of  his 
right  to  the  centre,  with  which  General  Sedlitz  at  their 
head,  burdingin  upon  the  Ruffian  foot,  uncovered  by  their 
Jiorfe,  and  difordered  even  by  their  advantage,  they  pufhed 
them  back,  with  a  mod  miferable  (laughter.  The  repulfed 
battalions  of  Pruffia  had  time  to  recolledf,  and  to  form 
themfelves  ;  and  now  returning  to  the  onfet  with  a  rage 
exafperated  by  their  late  difgrace,  they  entirely  turned  the 
ballanceof  the  fight.  The  Ruffians  were  thrown  into  the 
mod  horrid  confufion.  The  wind  blew  the  dud  and  fmoke 
full  in  their  faces.  They  no  longer  diftinguidied  friends  or 
enemies.  They  fired  upon  each  other.  In  this  diftrafiion 
they  plundered  their  own  baggage  which  dood  between  the 
lines,  and  intoxicated  themfelves  with  brandy,  Orders 
were  now  no  more  heard  nor  obeyed.  The  ranks  fell  in 
upon  one  another  ;  and  being  crammed  together  in  a  narrow 
fpace,  every  (hot  difcharged  by  the  Pruffians  had  its  full 
cfteft ;  whild  the  Ruffians  kept  up  only  a  fcattered  fire, 
without  direction  or  effect,  and  quite  over  the  heads  of  their 
enemies.  It  was  now  no  longer  battle,  but  a  horrid  and 
undiftinguifhed  carnage,  ^  et  dill,  (which  is  a  wonderful 
circumftance)  the  Ruffians  thus  didrafted  and  (laughtered, 
kept  their  ground.  The  action  continued  without  inter- 
miffion  from  nine  in  the  morning  until  (even  at  night.  At 
lad  the  night  itfelf,  the  fatigue  of  the  Pruffians,  and  a  judi¬ 
cious  attack  on  their  right  wing,  which  drew  their  attention 
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on  that  fide,  gave  the  Ruffian  army  fome  refpite  to  recover 
theic  order,  and  an  opportunity  of  retiring  a  little  from  the 

i  rPMP  r\ j  f-kni'i-  1  /V  /I _ ■  r~\  \  •  r-'  %  1 1 
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Rene  of  their  difafter.  On  tlreir  fide  near  10,000  fell  upon 
Lhe  fpot,  tney  had  mprc  than  10,000  wounded,  moil  of  them 
rtauy  :  939  officers,  not  including  the  inferior,  were 


morLu.y  :  939  mwuumg  Hit.  UUCIIUJ, 

wounued,  and  taken  prifoners ;  of  two  particular  re- 
giments  con  hiding  before  the  battle  of  4595  effective  men, 
oriij/  14/5  ei*c  left :  their  whole  lois  on  this  bloody  day 

"way  21,52c)  men.  jfhat  of  the  Pruilians  in  every  way  did 
not  amount  to  2000.  "  J 

1  ne  Gazettes  of  both  parties  warmly  difputed  the  vain 
honour  of  the  held  of  battle.  On  the  moft  diligent  en¬ 
quiry,  it  appears  that  both  parties  fpent  the  night  on  or  very 
near  the  place  of  addon.  But  this  is  an  affairof  little  con- 
iequence.  The  Pr uhlans  had  all  the  fruits,  and  moll  of  the 

nroofq  c\f  ci  \r\f\r\fxr  _ _ ^  i  •  ^  „ 
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p:'Oo,s  of  a  vi&ory  the  moft  complete  and  decifive.  A  vafh 
tram  of  artillery  taken,  the  military  cheft,  a  number  of 
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prnonere,  many  of  them  officers  of  high  rank  ;  the  retreat 
of  tne  Ruffian  army,  the  next  and  the  following  days  ;  their 
general  Fermor’s  requeft  for  leave  to  bury  the  dead  ;  their 
incapacity  to  advance  or  form  any  new  enterprife  ;  the  King 
of  t  ru Ilia’s  unmolefted  operations  againft  his  other  enemies"; 
all  thefe  form  the  moft  clear  and  certain  demonftration  of  a’ 
vicioiy  in  all  the  points,  for  which  a  victory  is  defirabie. 

Nothing  lefs  indeed,  than  a  very  complete  victory  could 
have  done  any  effential  fervice  to  the  King’s  affair  at  that 
tirn:.,  when  four  armies  of  his  enemies  were  making-  their 
way  to  one  common  centre,  and  threatened  to  unite'in  the 
heait  of  Brandenbui-g.  The  King  renewed  the  attack  on 
tne  Ruffians  the  next  morning.  The  event  of  the  laft  day 
had  lhewed  them,  that  there  was  no  way  of  ffifety  but  in  a 
retreat,  and  in  effedt  they  retreated  before  the  Pruffians  as 
fir  as  Landfpcrg  on  the  frontiers  ofPoland,.  The  King  of 
1  ruffia  was  convinced  that  their  late  check  muft  wholly  dif¬ 
able  _them  from  attempting  any  thing  material  againft  his 
noimnions  on  that  fide;  and  he  law  clearly  that  whatever 

,  ™ght  hoPe  to  gai’n  by  improving  his  advantage  againft 
t.ie  ixuffiaus,  he  mult  lofe  far  more  by  allowing  "his  "other 
enemies  to  make  a  progrefs  on  the  fide  of  Saxony.  He 
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iatisnecl  himfelf  therefore  with  leaving  a  fmaJl  body  of 
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noops  under  Count  Dolma,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
iViufcovite  army  ;  and  inarched  with  the  greateft  part  of  his 
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forces  and  the  utmofl  expedition  to  the  relief  of  Frince 
Henry. 

M.  Daun  having  laid  afide  his  firft  project  for  palling  the 
Elbe  at  Meiffen,  enterprifed  nothing  new  on  the  fide  of 
$axony  for  feme  days  ;  he  contented  himfelf  with  taking  a 
poiition  at  Stolpen  to  the  E  aft  ward  of  the  Elbe,  by  which, 
whiift  he  preferved  to  himfelf  an  eafy  communication  with 
the  army  of  the  Empire,  he  interrupted  the  communication 
between  Bautzen  and  Drefden  ;  he  favoured  the  operations 
of  General  Laudohn,  who  had  advanced  through  the  Lower 
Lufatia  to  the  confines  of  Brandenburgh  ;  and  by  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  Prufiian  forces  which  were  left  in  Si- 
lefia  to  the  northward  of  that  dutchy,  he  facilitated  the 
progrefs  of  the  Generals  Ffarach  and  de  Ville  in  the  fouthem 
parts.  Admirable  difpofitions  without  queftion,  if  the  time 
had  not  called  for  mon  vigorous  meafures,  and  if  the  refeue 
of  Saxony  from  the  King  of  Pruftia  had  not  been  the  nreat 

J  O  O 

objedl  of  the  campaign  !  It  is  not  impoflible  that  the  court 
of  Vienna  had  ftill  fuch  an  hankering  after  Silefta,  as  in¬ 
duced  them  to  flaken  their  efforts  on  the  fide  of  Saxony,  in 
hopes,  that  if  M.  Daun  could  pro  track  the  operations  there, 
fo  as  to  find  full  employment  for  the  King  of  Pruffia,  their 
other  forces  might  reduce  Silefia  until  great  facility  ;  and 
thus  perhaps  by  aiming  at  two  fuch  difficult  objects  at  once, 
as  it  generally  happens,  they  loft  them  both.  Upon  any 
Other  fuppefition,  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  account  for  the 
feeming  inactivity  of  M.  Daun,  whiift  he  had  fo  fair  a 


game  in  his  hands.  However  advantageoufly  Prince  Henry 
might  have  chofcn  his  poft,  or  however  ftrongiy  he  might 
have  fecured  it,  yet  the  prodigious  fuperiority  of  the  com¬ 
bined  armies  feems  to  have  more  than  over-balanced  that 
advantage,  and  to  have  juflified,  nay  to  have  demanded 
feme  bold  and  decifive  attempt. 

In  faffitj  this  appeared  at  length  to  he  the  MarfhaPs  own 
opinion.  For  when  the  ftrong  Fortrefs  of  Sonneftein  mo  ft 
unaccountably  furrendcred,  with  a  garrifonof  m:oo  men,  to 

the  A u fir i an  General  Mac-Guiie  after  the  rcfif- 

tance  6f  no  more  than  a  (ingle  day ;  M.  Daun  pro-  Sept.  e. 

po fed  that  the  Prince  of  Deux-Ponts  fhould  attack 

1  rince  Hemy,  whiift  the  grand  army  erf  the  Auftrians  laying 

bridges  between  two  fires,  at  a  fmall  di fiance  from  each 

other,  fhould  pafs  the  Elbe,  and  falling  at  the  fame 

time  on  thePruffians,  fccond  theattaclccf  the  Im-  Sept.  jo. 

puianks,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  or  their  enemies 


towards 
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towaros  Drefden.  This  was  to  bring  matters  to  a  fpeedv 
decifion.  But  now  the  King  of  Pruffia  by  the  moft  rapid 
marches  had  reached  the  frontiers  of  Saxony.  The  whole 
neiign  was  difconcerted ;  and  far  from  being  able  to  diflod^e 
«.  iince  Kemy,  they  found  thermelves  utterly  unable  to  pre- 
c  vent  the  &ing  bis  brother  from  joining  him,  with 

ept.  1 1.  his  whole  army.  On  his  approach  General 
Laudohn  abandoned  his  advantages  in  the  Lov/er 
Kufatia,  and  fell  back  upon  M.  Daun;  who  himfelf  retired 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Drefden  and  fell  back  as  far  as. 
Zittau.  .  The  army  of  the  Empire  poffeffed  of  the  ftron^ 
pod  of  i  irna,  which  the  Saxons  had  occupied  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  war,  kept  their  ground  ;  but  did  not  undertake 
any  thing.  Thus  in  fifteen  days  the  king  of  Pruffia,  by 
his  unparallelled  fpirit,  diligence  and  magnanimity,  fought 
and  defeated  a  fuperior  body  of  his  enemies,  in  one  extre¬ 
mity  of  hii  dominions,  and  baffled  without  fighting  another 
fuperior  body  in  the  other  extremity. 

I  hefe  advantages,  glorious  as  they  were,  were  not  the 
only  ones  which  followed  the  victory  at  Zorndorf.  The 
Swedes  who  directed  their  motions  by  thofe  of  their  Ruffian 
allies,  haflened  their  operations  when  that  army  had  ad- 
vanccd  into  Brandenburgh.  General  Wedel  was  detached 
from  Saxony,  to  flop  their  progrefs  ;  and  the  Prince  of  Be- 
\eiii,  now  Governor  of  Stettin,  gave  them  fome  oppofition. 
AH  this,  however,  had  proved  ineffectual,  if  the  news  of 
the  deieat  of  the  Ruffians  had  not  alarmed  the  Swedes  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them  return  with  more  expedi¬ 
tion  than  they  had  advanced.  Tho’  the  King  of  Pruffia’s 
affairs  began  to  put  on  a  better  appearance  by  thefe  efforts, 
the  fortune  of  the  war  frill  hung  in  a  very  dubious  feale. 
The  enemy  was  {fill  fuperior.  The  Swedes  and  Ruffians 
had  ftill  fome  footing  in  his  dominions.  The  Auftrians  and 
Imperialifts  were  yet  in  Saxony;  and  if  the  King’s  armies 
had  it  in  their  power  to  take  ffrong  fituations  ;  the  enemy 
had  the  fame  advantages.  The  condition  of  things  was  ex¬ 
tremely  critical,  and  the  lead:  error  or  misfortune  threat¬ 
ened  ftill  to  plunge  the  King  of  Pruffia  into  an  abyfs  of 
calamities. 
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General  Ob  erg  defeated  at  Lanwerenhagcn.  King  of  Pruffia 
furprl  ed  at  Hocbkirchen .  M.  Keith  and  Prince  Francis  of 
Brunfwich  killed .  Affair  at  Gorhtz.  King  oj  Pruffia 
marches  into  Silefia •  Jf.  Daun  invejls  D  ref  den.  The 

fuburbs  burned.  King  of  Pruffia  raifes  the  feege  of  Neifs  and 
Cofel.  He  returns  into  Saxony.  The  Aujlrians  retire  into 
Bohemia.  Dijpofitions  for  the  winter. 


THE  operations  pf  the  armies  in  Weftphalia,  feemecj 
for  a  long  time  to  languifh,  The  grand  army  of  the 
French  under  M.  de  Contades,  was  wholly  unable  to  drive 
Prince  Ferdinand  from  the  pods  which  he  had  chofen  foju- 
dicioufly  along  the  Lippe.  The  other  divifion  of  the  French 
forces  under  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  had  made  no  great  pro- 
grefs  on  the  fide  of  Hcfle-Caftle,againft  the  Prince  Ifenburg, 
who  {fill  Icept  his  ground  in  that  principality,  in  order  to 
protedt  the  courle  of  the  Wefer,  and  to  cover  the  electo¬ 
rate.  The  French  were  fenfible  that  an  attack  on  the  prin¬ 
cipal  army  of  the  allies,  would  prove  a  very  dangerous  at¬ 
tempt,  in  which  even  if  they  fhould  have  fome  fuccefs, 
their  progrefs  into  the  King's  electoral  dominions  mull  be 
very  flow  and  difficult.  But  as  the  Body  of  the  allies  em¬ 
ployed  in  Heffe-Caftle  was  far  the  weakefl,  and  as  an  ad¬ 
vantage  on  that  fide  promifed  them  the  command  of  the 
W efer,  and  a  better  palTage  into  the  heart  of  the  enemies 
country,  they  determined  to  make  an  attempt  there.  To 
further  this  defign,  a  confidcrable  detachment  was  made 
from  the  army  of  M.  de  Contades,  which  increafed  the 
Prince  of  Soubife's  corps  to  at  leaft  30,000  men.  Prince 
Ferdinand,  who  was  fufficiently  aware  of  the  enemies  plan, 
had  fome  time  before  fent  General  Oberg  with  a  ftrong 
reinforcement  to  join  the  Prince  Ifenburg  •  but  notwith- 
ftanding  this  reinforcement,  the  whole  force  of  the  allies  in 
Heffe  did  not  exceed  15000.  This  body  was  attacked  by 
the  French  at  Lanwerenhagen,  and  their  great 

.  O  2 

ftjpenority,  efpecially  in  point  of  cavalry,  obliged  Sept.  30. 
the  allies  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  about  1500 
men.  The  allies  unable  to  keep  the  field,  had  however 
fome  woods  in  their  rear  which  covered  their  retreat,  and 
they  preferved  (o  good  a  countenance  as  prevented  their 
defeat  front  becoming  total. 


Great 
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Gre^t.con^quences  might  have  been  apprehended  from 

’  A  tTvo  B’U-  the  vi«i,ance  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  who 
iad  e-wl>Iijhedthe  moft  ready  communications  all  along  the 

fnfrered  the  victorious  army  to  reap  but  little  ad¬ 
vantage  from  their  vidory.  That  accompliflied  General  ad¬ 
vanced  with  the  utmoft  expedition  towards  Rheda,  and  the 
J  -ilenburgnhavingfallenback  upon  him,  they  joined  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  perfectly  to  fecure  the  Wefer,  without  lofine 
any  thing  on  the  fide  of  the  Rhine.  And  although  thefe 
neceiiary  motions,  in  fome  fort  uncovered  the  electorate, 
io  as  to  lay  it  open  to  the  incurfions  of  the  enemies  light 
troops,  who  penetrated  even  to  the  gates  of  Hanover  ;  yet 
the  french  were  not  in  a  condition  to  eftabli to  any  confi- 
derable  body,  or  to  take  any  poft  of  moment  in  that  part. 

Dunng  this  time,  the  armies  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  and 

vr*  ffaUn’  ma(?e  no  vei7  remarkable  movements.  The 
Marihal  kept  his  advantageous  camp  at  Stolpen,  by  which 
He  preferved  a  communication  with  the  army  of  the  Em- 
pne..  The  army  was  fecured  by  its  inaccehible  fituation, 
but  it  enterprifed  nothing  of  confequence.  The  Kino-  of 
!  rufria  on  the  other  hand,  having  taken  poffeffion  of& the 
impo.  tanc  poit  or  Bautzen,  which  lies  fo  opportunely  for 
commanding  at  once  both  Mifnia  and  Lufatia,  extended  his 
right  wing  to  Hochkirchen.  By  this  pofition  he  preferved  a 
communication  with  the  army  of  his  brother  prince  Henry, 
he  protected  Brandenburg  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Auf- 
tnamy  and  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fecured  thefe  intereft- 
ing  objcCts,  he  was  better  htuated  for  throwing  fuccours 
in  Jo  Silefia,  than  he  could  be  any  where  elfe  confiftentlv 
with  Iiis  general  plan.  The  two  armies  kept  the  mo  ft 
watch  fit!  eye  upon  each  others  motions.  The  principal  aim 
eh  the  King  of  Pruffia,  feerned  to  have  been  the  preventing 
Jvf.  Daun  from  communicating  with  Bohemia.  The  great 
intention  of  M.  Daun  was  to  cut  off  the  King  from  Sifefia, 

X  rung.-,  weie  fo  ballanced,  that  it  did  not  feem  poffible  by 
mere  fkill  in  marches  and  portions  to  anfwer  thefe  ends 
very  fully:  therefore  a  battle  feemed  inevitable.  But  it 
feerned  too  that  eonfidering  the  fituation  of  both  armies,  a, 
battle  could  not  be  attempted  without  extreme  danger  to 
the  party  who  (hould  begin  the  attack. 

M.  Daun  faw  that  if  any  more  time  was  loll  without 
sclion,  the  very  feafon  muft  oblige  him  to  evacuate  Saxony, 
and  thus  give  up  all  the  fruits  of  the  campaign.  He  came 

to 


1 75S.  The  History  of  the  War.  77 

to  a  refolution  of  giving  the  King  of  Pruffia  Battle.  But 
even  in  the  vigour  of  this  refolution,  appeared  the  extreme 
caution  which  chaf adder ifes  that  able  General.  Having 
communicated  his  defign  to  the  prince  of  Delix-Ponts,  and 
fettled  meafures  with  him,  he  marched  in  the  dead  of  a  very- 
dark  night,  in  three  columns,  towards  the  right  of  the  King 
of  Pruflia’s  camp.  Notwithftanding  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  notwithstanding  the  neceffary  divifion  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  the  greatnefs  of  their  num-  Odd.  14. 
bers,  and  the  length  of  way  they  had  to  march, 
yet  fuch  was  the  wife  conduit  and  great  good  fortune  of 
this  deftVn,  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  fame  time  at  the 
Pruffian  camp,  none  having  loft  their  way,  without  dilco- 
very,  without  confufion,  and  began  the  attack  with  the 
utmoid  regularity  and  refolution  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing. 

How  the  King’s  out-guards  were  kept  fo  as  to  make  fuch 
a  furprife  practicable,  is  hard  to  fay.  It  is  hard  to  accufe 
the  vigilance  of  fo  able  a  commander,  or  the  attention  of 
fo  many  finifhed  officers  as  ferved  under  him.  "I  o  fpeak 
of  treachery  is  a  way  of  accounting  for  misfortunes,  more 
common  than  reafonable.  However  it  was,  the  Pruffians 
had  not  time  to  fdrike  their  tents,  when  they  found  the 
enemy  in  the  midft  of  the  camp,  and  an  impetuous  attack 
already  begun.  Scarce  had  the  battle  begun,  when  a  de¬ 
feat  feemed  certain  ;  not  fo  much  from  the  confufion  of 
the  troops,  as  the  irreparable  lofs  of  two  office;  s  in  the 
higheft  command,  and  of  the  greateft  merit.  M.  Keith 
received  two  mufquet  balls,  and  fell  dead  upon  the  fpot. 
Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick  had  his  head  fhot  oft  by  a 

'  _  y 

cannon  ball  as  he  mounted  his  horfe.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
had  then  the  whole  of  affairs  to  fuftain  alone,  at  the  time 
when  he  mofd  wanted  affiftance.  But  his  prefence  of  mind, 
his  firmnefs,  his  activity,  remedied  in  fome  meafure  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  unforfeen  attack,  and  the  lodes  and  diforders 
it  had  occafioned  ;  he  was  every  where  prefen  t,  and  inf  pi- 
red  his  troops  with  an  ardor  like  his  own.  The  King  or¬ 
dered  fome  detachments  from  his  left,  to  reinforce  his  right 
wing  \  but  in  the  moment  the  orders  were  received,  the 
left  itfelf  was  furioufly  attacked.  General  Retzow  who 
commanded  in  that  quarter,  with  difficulty  repul  fed  the 
Auftrians,  and  was  not  able  to  afford  any  confiuerable  affif- 

tance 
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tance  to  the  right,  which  was  alone  obliged  to  fupport  the 
whole  weight  of  the  grand  attack.  P 

1  !  he  Adrians  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  had 

f  ]en.len|  out  village  of  Hochkirchen  ;  as  the  fate 

ot  the  day  depended  upon  that  port,  the  hotteft  of  the  dif- 
piue  was  there.  The  Pruffians  made  three  bloody  and  un- 
uccefsful  attacks  on  the  village  ;  on  the  fourth  they  carried 
it ;  but  the  Auftrians  pouring  continually  frefh  troops  upon 
that  fpot,  drove  them  out  at  length  after  reiterated  efforts, 
and  a  prodigious  daughter  on  all  Tides.  Then  the  Kirnr 
defpamng  of  the  fortune  of  that  field,  ordered  a  retreat* 
-his  troops,  which  had  been  fuddenlv  attacked  in  a  dark 
night  by  fuperior  numbers,  and  had  run  to  arms  fome  half 
naked,  and  all  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  had,  notwithftand- 
ing,  made  a  moft  vigorous  refiftance  ;  and  maintained  the 
iight  for  near  five  hours.  They  made  their  retreat  in  g;ood 
ordei  without  being  purfued,  fupported  by  the  good  coun¬ 
tenance  of  their  cavalry,  and  the  fire  of  the  numerous  and 
well  ferved  artillery,  which  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  their 
camp.  I  hey  loft  in  this  bloody  adion  at  leaft  7000  men, 
killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  together  with  many  cannon. 

I  he  Auftrian  account  allowed  their  own  lofs  in  killed  and 
wounded  to  amount  to  near  5000. 

1  he  King  of  Prufiia,  in  retiring  from  Hochkirchen,  in 
fad  only  altered  the  pofition  of  his  right  wing,  which  fell 
back  as  far  as  Weiflenberg.  His  left  ftill  remained  at  Baut¬ 
zen.  I  his  pofition  was  nearly  as  good  as  the  former.  The 
great  lofs  was  the  lofs  of  reputation,  which  always  attends 
a  defeat,  and  the  lofs  of  two  great  generals  which  attended 
this  in  particular.  M.  Keith  was  a  Scochman  born.  He 
engaged  with  his  brother  the  Lord  Marfhal  in  the  Rebellion 
of  1715.  Being  obliged  to  relinquifh  his  country  on  this 
occafion,  he  entered  into  the  troops  of  Spain,  and  after¬ 
wards  palling  into  Ruftia,  he  obtained  a  confiderable  com¬ 
mand,  and  performed  many  fignal  fervices  in  their  wars 
with  I  urkey  and  Sweden  ;  and  ferved  them  alfo  in  peace  by 
feveral  embaffies.  But  finding  the  honours  of  that  country 
no  better  than  a  fplendid  fervitude,  and  not  meeting  with 
thofe  rewards,  which  his  long  and  faithful  fervices  deferved, 
lie  left  that  court  for  one  where  merit  is  better  known  and 
better  rewarded  5  and  having  been  employed  fince  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war  in  a  diftinguifhed  command  in  the  King; 

v 

cf 


1758.  History  of  the  War.  79 

of  Pruflia’s  armies,  he  fell  at  laft  in  a  fervice  that  was  wor¬ 
thy  of  him.-  1 

If  the  King  of  Pruflia  loft  fome  reputation  in  fullering 
himfelf  to  be  furprifed  in  this  affair  ;  he  fully  retrieved  ic 
by  his  extraordinary  conduct  in  the  courfe  of  the  action,  and 
his  admirable  efforts  after  it.  On  the  whole,  perhaps, 
when  all  circumffances  are  confidered,  the  Kin  g  of  Pruflia 
will  appear  greater  in  this  defeat,  than  in  any  victory  ho 
ever  yet  obtained.  The  wing  of  his  army  that  was  attack¬ 
ed,  was  furprifed  at  a  diftance  from  him,  the  two  Generals 
that  commanded  it  flain  in  the  firfl  onfet,  his  other  princi¬ 
pal  Generals  wounded,  the  whole  v/ing  in  confufion  with¬ 
out  a  leader ;  to  come,  in  thefe  defperate  circumffances,  in 
haffe  from  another  quarter ;  to  recover  all  ;  twice  to  re-* 
pulfe  the  enemy,  and  at  Iaff  to  retire,  overborne  only  by 
numbers  and  fatigue,  without  being  purfued,  is  fuch  an 
inffance  of  great  Generalfhip,  as  perhaps  has  never  been 
exceeded. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  doing  in  Saxony,  the  Ruffians 
made  no  farther  attempts  on  the  Side  of  Brandenburgh  ; 
they  remained  in  their  camp  near  Landfperg,  until  the  21ft 
of  September  ;  when  after  feveral  feigned  motions,  made 
to  cover  their  real  defign,  they  began  their  retreat  towards 
Pomerania,  where  they  arrived  on  the  26th. 

It  was  impoflible  that  they  fhould  keep  their  ground  in 
that  province  during  the  winter,  unlefs  they  could  fecure 
fome  fea-port,  from  whence  they  might  be  fupplied  with 
provifions.  The  little  town  of  Colberg  was  very  opportune 
for  that  purpofe,  as  it  is  a  fea-port  on  the  Baltick,  and  fo 
meanly  fortified,  that  the  reduction  of  it  appeared  to  be  as 
eafy  as  expedient.  On  the  third  of  October,  they  formed 
thefiegeof  this  inconfiderable  place,  with  a  body  of  15000 
men.  But  fuch  was  the  bravery  of  Major  Heydon  the 
Governor  ;  and  fuch  the  incapacity  of  the  Ruffians  for  ope¬ 
rations  of  this  nature,  that  this  little  town,  defended  only 
by  a  rampart,  without  any  outwork,  and  lined  with  a  very 
feeble  garrifon,  held  out  again  ft  the  repeated  attacks  of  the 
enemy  twenty-fix  days,  and  then  obliged  them  to  ~  ~ 
raife  the  fiege,  without  any  fuccours  whatloever  ^  29’ 

from  without.  This  was  the  laft  enterprife  of  the  Ruffians. 
Their  vaft  army  retired  with  difgrace,  firft  from  Branden¬ 
burgh,  and  then  from  Pomerania  ;  not  being  able  to  matter 
one  place  of  ftrength  in  either  country  5  but  having  de¬ 
ft  royed 
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ftroyed  with  the  mo  ft  Savage  barbarity  both  the  open 
towns  and  defencelefs  villages;  leaving  as  ftrong  imprefli- 

ons  of  contempt  for  their  incapacity,  as  of  horror  for  their 
cruelty. 

Alter  the  defeat  which  the  King  received  at  Hochkirchen, 
omitted  no  mealures  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  makino- 
sny  material  advantage  of  it.  Fie  perceived  clearly,  that 

th  ey  propofed  to  derive  from  it,  was  to  cover 
the  operations  of  their  armies  in  Silefia;  and  that  they  had 
no  longer  any  ferious  defign  upon  Saxony  during  this 
campaign.  The  King  therefore,  made  no  fcruple  to  rein¬ 
force  his  army  by  confiderable  detachments  from  that  of 
Prince  Henry,  which  were  brought  up  by  that  Prince  him- 
feif.  And  as  he  fa w  that  Neifs,  the  fiege  of  which  had  been 
already  formed  and  profecuted  with  great  vigour,  muft 
certainly  lurrender  if  it  were  not  fpeedily  Succoured,  he 
refolved  to  march  into  Silefia. 


To  the  execution  of  this  defign,  the  greateft  difficulties 
flatted  up  on  all  fides.  rl  he  army  of  M.  Daun,  lately  vic¬ 
torious,  had  no  other  bufmefs  than  to  intercept  him.  To 
ftght  was  dubious  ;  to  avoid  it  hard.  If  he  could  even 
avoid  a  battle,  he  had  much  to  apprehend  from  the  efforts 
of  the  enemy  to  harrafs  him  on  his  march.  If  he  fhould  be 
fo  happy  as  to  efcape  or  conquer  thefe  difficulties,  yet  his 
march  entirely  uncovered  Saxony,  and  abandoned  that  moft 
interefting  poffeffion,  very  poorly  defended,  to  all  the  force 
of  two  pov/erful  armies. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  consideration  of  Saxony  fhould 
detain  him  in  his  prefent  Situation,  Silefia  ran  the  fame  rifque, 
and  the  fame  or  greater  disadvantages  muft  enfue  to  his  af¬ 
fairs,  by  Suffering  the  Auftrians  to  obtain  a  footing  there. 
This  cl  ilemma,  which  would  have  rendered  a  meaner  genius 
entirely  inadtive,  and  hindered  him  from  taking  any  r c So¬ 
lution,  only  obliged  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  take  his  refo- 
lution  with  the  greater  Speed,  and  to  execute  it  with  the 


greater  vigour. 


On  the  2.4th  of  November  at  night,  he  quitted  his  camp 
at  Dobrefchutz,  and  making  a  great  compafs  he  arrived., 
without  any  obftrudlion  from  the  enemy,  in  the  plain  of 
GorlitZr.  A  body  of  the  Auftrians  had  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  Secure  this  poll:  before  him  ;  thofe  that  arrived  were  de¬ 
feated,  with  the  lofs  of  800  men.  By  this*  happy  march, 
all  the  ai vantages  of  M.  Daun’s  ftudied  pofition,  of  all  the 

fruits 
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fruits  his  boafted  vidlory  at  Hochkirchen,  were  loft  in  a 
moment,  and  an  open  paiFage  to  Silefia  lay  before  the  Kins*. 
He  purfued  his  march  with  the  greateft  diligence.  General 
Laudohn,  with  24,000  men  was  fent  to  purfue  him.  That 
adtive  general  continually  harrafied  his  rear  guard;  but  the 
King  continued  his  march  without  interruption,  and  fuffer- 
ed  him  to  take  many  little  advantages,  rather  than  by  de- 
laying"'to  conteii  firT  mate  rs,  to  endanger  adefign,  which 
might  be  decifive  of  the  whole  campaign. 

On  the  other  Hand,  Daun,  not  content  with  the  obfta- 
cles  which  General  Laudohn  threw  in  the  King's  way,  fent 
a  large  boajr  of  horfe  and  foot  by  another  route  to  reinforce 
the  army  which  under  the  Generals  Harfch  and  De  V  ille  had 
formed  the  fiege  of  Neils,  and  the  blockade  of  Cofel.  But 
he  perceived  that  all  them  meafures  would  probably  prove 
ineffectual,  as  his  principal  project,  which  was  to  cover 
Silefta,  had  been  defeated.  He  therefore  turned  his  views 
towards  Saxony,  and  fatisfying  himfelf  with  detaching  Ge¬ 
neral  Laudohn,  which  might  create  an  opinion  that  the 
whole  Auftrian  army  purlued,  he  followed  the  King  no 
further  than  Gorlitz;  which  place  he  immediately  quitted, 
and  having  by  forced  marches  gained  the  Elbe,  he 
paffed  that  river  at  Pirna,  and  advanced  tov/ards  Nov.  6. 
Drefden.  At  the  fame  time  the  army  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  by  its  motions  having  obliged  the  Pruftian  army  then 
extremely  weakened  by  the  detachments  that  had  been 
irawn  from  it,  to  retire  from  its  poft  before  Drefden,  fome 
miles  to  the  weftward  ot  that  city,  cut  off  their  communi¬ 
cation  with  Leipfic,  whilft  M.  Daun  attempted  to  cut  ofF 
.heir  communication  with  Drefden;  but  they  found  means 
.0  throw  themfelves  into  that  city,  and  afterwards  to  retire 
.0  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe.  The  Auftrians  and  Imperial- 
ifts  began  at  once  to  inveft  thofe  two  important  places  ; 
mother  party  advanced  towards  Torgau,  and  attempted 
mat  town.  It  feemed  utterly  impoftible  to  prevent  the 
uftrians  from  becoming  mafters  of  Saxony,  who  in  a  man- 
ier  covered  the  whole  country  with  their  forces. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  of  Pruftia  drew  nearer  and 
learer  to  Neifs.  I  he  fiege  of  that  fortrefs  was  commenced 
m  the  4th  of  Auguft;  on  the  3d  of  Odfober  it  was  com¬ 
pletely  inverted  ;  and  the  place  was  pufhed  on  one  fide  with 
die  greateft  vigour,  and  on  the  other  maintained  with  the 
ttoft  confummate  (kill  and  bravery,  until  the  approach  of 
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the  King  of  Prufiia  obliged  the  Auflrians,  on  the  ift.  of 
November*  to  raiie  the  fiege,  leaving  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  military  {lores  behind  them.  The  fame  terror  obliged 
the  parties  employed  in  the  blockade  of  Cofel,  to  leave 
that  place  at  liberty*  and  to  fall  back,  together  with  the 
armies  of  the  Generals  Harfch  and  De  Ville*  into  Bohemia* 
and  the  Auflrian  Silefia. 

The  King  of  Prufiia,  when  he  had  thus  b)r  the  report  of 
his  march,  without  lighting,  driven  his  enemies 
Nov.  9.  out  of  Silefia,  loft  not  a  moment  to  return  by  the 
lame  route,  and  with  the  fame  expedition  to  the 
relief  of  Saxony.  Two  bodies  of  his  troops  had  moved  for 
the  fame  purpofe  out  of  Pomerania,  one  under  Count  Doh- 
11a,  and  one  under  General  Wedel.  The  corps  under  We- 
del  had  thrown  itfelf  into  Torgau,  repulfed  the  Auflrians* 
who  had  attempted  that  place,  and  purfued  them  as  far  as 
Eulenburg.  The  grand  operation  of  the  Aullrians  was 
againfl  Drefden.  M.Daun,  with  an  army  of  60,000  men* 
came  before  that  city*  on  the  very  Day  on  which  the  King 
of  Pruffia  began  his  march  to  oppofe  him,  fo  that  he  might 
well  imagine  his  fuccefs  certain  againfl  a  place  meanly  for¬ 
tified*  and  defended  only  by  1 2,000  men.  The  fame  day 
he  began  to  cannonade  it,  and  his  light  troops,  fupported 
by  the  grenadiers  of  the  army,  made  a  fharp  attack  upon 
the  fuburbs.  The  Governor,  Count  Schmettau,  faw  that 
from  the  weaknefs  of  the  fuburbs  it  would  prove  impofiible 
for  him  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  polfeifing  themfelves  of 
them  by  a  coup  de  mainy  and  if  they  fucceeded  in  this  at¬ 
tempt,  the  great  height  of  the  Houles,  being  fix  or  lever* 
florics,  and  entirely  commanding  the  ramparts,  would  ren¬ 
der  the  reduction  of  the  body  of  the  place  equally  eafy  and 
certain.  Thefe  confiderations  determined  him  to  fet  thefe 
fuburbs  on  fire. 

It  is  v/ell  known  that  the  fuburbs  of  Drefden  compofe 
one  of  the  finefl  towns  in  Europe,  and  are  greatly  fuperior 
to  that  which  lies  within  the  walls.  Here  the  moll  wealthy 
parts  of  the  InhabitantS'i  efide,  and  here  are  carried  on  thofe 
ieveral  curious  manufactures  for  which  Drefden  is  fo  fa¬ 
mous.  Count  Daun  forefaw  this  coofequcnce  of  his  at¬ 
tempt.  He  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  Governor  from 
this  meafure,  to  which  he  knew  the  cruel  reafon  of  war 
would  naturally  lead  him,  by  threatening  to  make  him  per- 
fonally  anfwerable  for  the  Heps  he  fhould  take;  but  Count 
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Schmettau  anfwered  with  the  firmnefs  that  became  a  man 
of  honour  and  a  foldier,  that  he  would  anfwer  whatever  he 
fhould  do,  and  would  not  only  burn  the  fuburbs,  in  cafe 
M.  Daun  advanced,  but  would  likewife  defend  the  city  it- 
felf  ftreet  by  ftreet,  and  at  laft  even  the  caftle,  which  was 
the  royal  refidence,  if  he  fhould  be  driven  to  it.  When 
the  magiftrates  were  apprifed  of  this  refolution,  they  fell  at 
the  feet  of  Count  Schmettau,  and  implored  him  to  change 
his  mind,  and  to  have  mercy  on  that  devoted  part  of  their 
city.  The  part  of  the  royal  family,  who  remained  in  Dres¬ 
den,  joined  their  fupplications  to  thofe  of  the  magiftrates; 
they  prayed  him  to  fpare  that  laft  refuge  of  diftreffed  royal¬ 
ty,  and  to  allow  at  leaft  a  fecure  refidence  to  thofe,  who 
had  been  deprived  of  every  thing  elfe.  Ail  entreaties  were 
vain.  Schmettau  continued  firm  in  his  refolution.  Ke 
told  them  that  their  fafety  depended  on  themfelves,  and  on 
M.  Daun  ;  that  if  he  made  no  attempts,  the  fuburbs  fticuld 
be  ftill  fecure ;  but  that  if  he  took  any  farther  fteps,  the 
neceffity  of  his  mafter’s  fervice,  and  his  own  honour,  would 
compel  him  to  a£f  very  difagreeable  to  the  lenity  of  hi  r  f- 
pofition.  The  magiftrates  retired  in  defpair.  Combuitibles 
were  laid  in  all  the  houfes. 

At  three  a  clock  next  morning,  the  fignal  for  Nov.  10. 
firing  the  fuburbs  was  given,  and  in  a  moment 
a  place  fo  lately  the  feat  of  eafe  and  luxury,  flourifhing  in 
traffick,  in  pleafures  and  ingenious  arts,  was  all  in  flames. 
A  calamity  fo  dreadful  needs  no  high  colouring.  However, 
as  little  mifchief  attended  fuch  a  combuftion,  as  the  Nature 
of  the  thing  could  admit.  Very  few  loft  their  lives;  but 
many  their  whole  fubftance.  When  this  was  done,  the 
Pruffian  troops  abandoned  the  flaming  fuburbs,  and  retired 
in  good  order  into  the  city. 

M.  Daun  faw  this  fire,  which,  whilft  it  laid  wafte  the 
capital  of  his  ally,  made  it  more  difficult  for  him  to  force 
it,  he  fent  in  lome  empty  threats  to  the  Governor.  But 
the  Saxon  minifter  at  Ratifbon,  made  grievous  complaints 
to  the  Diet,  of  what  he  reprefented  as  the  moft  unparalleled 
a6l  of  v/anton  and  unprovoked  cruelty,  that  had  ever  been 
committed.  1  he  emiffaries  of  the  court  of  V  ienna  fpread 
the  fame  complaints;  and  they  made  no  fcruple  to  invent, 
and  to  alter  fa£ts  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  move  the  oreateft 
pity  towards  the  fufterers,  and  the  greateft  indignation 
againft  the  King  of  Pruffia.  All  thefe3  however,  were  in 
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a  fhort  time  abundantly  confuted,  by  the  authentick  certi¬ 
ficates  of  the  magiftrates  of  Drefden,  and  of  thofe  officers 
ot  the  court,  who  were  perfe&ly  acquainted  with  the  trans¬ 
action.  By  thefe  certificates  it  appears,  that  only  250 
houfes  were  confumed.  Though  this  was  a  terrible  cala¬ 
mity;  it  was  nothing  to  the  accounts  given  in  the  gazettes  of 
the  Auftrian  fadlion.  By  thefe  certificates  it  appears  alfo, 
that  the  people  were  not  furprifed,  but  had  fufficient  notice 
of  the  Governor’s  intentions,  to  enable  them  to  provide  for 
their  fafety.  In  a  word,  all  the  charges  of  cruelty 
againfl  the  Pruffian  commander,  and  Soldiery  were  fully 
overthrown. 

This  fire  made  a  coup  de  main  impra&icable;  regular 
operations  demanded  time,  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  was 
now  in  full  march  towards  Saxony.  M.  Daun  retired  from 
before  the  place  on  the  17th.  The  King,  after  croffing 
Lufatia,  paffing  the  Elbe,  and  joyning  his  troops  under 
Count  Dohna  and  General  Wedel,  arrived  triumphantly  at 
Drefden  on  the  20th.  The  armies  of  M.  Daun  and  the 
Empire  gave  way  towards  Bohemia,  into  which  kingdom 
they  foon  after  finally  retreated,  without  enterprifmg  any 
thing  further.  Six  lieges  were  raifed  almoft  at  the  fame 
time ;  that  of  Colberg,  carried  on  by  General  Palmbach, 
under  the  orders  of  Marlhal  Fermor;  that  of  Neils  by 
M.  de  Harfch  ;  that  of  Cofel  ;  that  of  Drefden  by  M. 
Daun  ;  the  blockade  of  Torgau  by  M.  Haddick ;  and  that 
of  Leipfick  by  the  Prince  of  Deux-Ponts. 

About  the  time  that  the  Auftrians  retired  into  winter 
quarters,  the  French  did  the  fame;  and  the  Hanoverians 
permitted  them  to  do  it  without  moleflation,  the  feafon  be¬ 
ing  too  far  advanced,  and  their  army  perhaps  not  of  fuffi¬ 
cient  ftrength  for  offenfive  operations ;  and  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  kept  the  field  no  longer.  The  Britifh  troops  had  no 
occafion  of  fignalizing  their  bravery  this  year  ;  but  without 
a  battle  the  nation  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofs,  and  was 
touched  with  a  very  deep  and  general  forrow.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  died  in  Munfter,  the  20th  of  OClober,  of 
a  fever,  contra&ed  by  the  fatigues  of  the  Campaign.  Never 
did  the  nation  lofe  in  one  man,  a  temper  more  candid  and 
benevolent,  manners  more  amiable  and  open,  a  more  pri¬ 
mitive  integrity,  a  more  exalted  generofity,  a  more  warm 
and  feeling  heart.  He  left  all  the  enjoyments,  which  an 
ample  fortune  and  an  high  rankco*Id  bellow  in  thepublick 
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eye;  and  which  every  milder  virtue,  every  difpofition  to 
make  and  to  be  made  happy,  could  give  in  a  domedic  life: 
he  left  thefe  for  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  died  for 
its  defence,  as  he  had  lived  for  its  ornament  and  hap- 
pi  nefs. 

If  we  compare  the  events  of  this  year  with  thofe  of  the 
laid,  we  fhall  find  in  the  adlions  of  the  prefent  year,  perhaps 
fomething  lefs  of  that  adonifhing  eclat ;  fewer  battles;  not 
fo  many  nor  fo.ffriking  revolutions  of  fortune;  but  we  may 
difcover  upon  all  Tides  far  greater  management,  and  a  more 
dudied  and  refined  condudf ;  more  artful  movements,  a  more 
judicious  choice  of  polls,  more  quick  and  vigorous  marches. 
If  in  the  laff  year,  the  King  of  Pruflia  was  the  hero  of  the 
imagination,  he  is  this  year  the  hero  of  the  judgment;  and 
we  have,  I  think,  reafon  to  admire  him  upon  jufter  princi¬ 
ples.  Obliged  to  evacuate  Moravia,  he  throws  himfelf  into 
Bohemia,  and  executes  a  retreat  with  all  the  fpirit  of  an 
invafion.  He  marches  more  than  an  hundred  miles  through 
an  enemy  s  country,  followed  and  harraffed  by  large  armies, 
who  are  unable  to  obtain  any  advantage  over  him.  Gain¬ 
ing  at  length  his  own  territories,  he  engages  the  vafl  army 
of  the  Ruffians  and  defeats  it.  He  is  unable  to  follow  his 
blow,  but  he  dilables  them  from  ftriking  any  againfl  that 
part  of  his  dominions,  which  he  is  obliged  to  leave.  Whilfl 
he  is  engaged  with  the  Ruffians  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland, 
the  Aultrians  and  Imperialids  enter  Saxony.  Before  they 
can  do  any  thing  decifive,  the  King  is  himfelf  fuddenly  in 
Saxony,  and  by  his  prefence,  at  once  difconcerts  all  their 
projects.  The  Icenc  is  again  changed,  they  furprife  him 
in  his  camp  at  Hochkirchen,  two  of  his  Generals  are  killed, 
his  army  defeated,  his  camp  is  taken.  They  attack  Silefia 
with  a  formidable  army.  Notwith (landing  his  late  defeat ; 
notwithstanding  the  great  fuperiority  of  his  enemies;  not- 
withdanding  the  advantage  of  their  pods;  he  makes  an 
amazing  fweep  about  all  their  forces,  eludes  their  vigilance, 
renders  their  pofitions  unprofitable  ;  and  marching  with 
an  aftonifhing  rapidity  into  the  remoted  parts  of  Silefia, 
obliges  the  Audrian  armies  to  retire  with  precipitation  out 
of  that  province.  Then  he  flies  to  the  relief  of  Saxony, 
which  his  enemies  had  again  profited  of  his  abfence  to  in¬ 
vade  ;  and  again  by  the  fame  rapid  and  well  con dv3.r<' 
march,  he  obliges  them  to  abandon  their  prize.  D 
by  the  Audrians  he  acquired  by  his  conduct  ’ 
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tages  to  the  moft  ccmpleat  victory.  He  guarded  all  his  pof- 
feftions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  enable  them  all  to  endure 
his  abfence  for  feme  fhort  time;  and  he  conducted  his 
marches  with  fuch  fpirit,  as  did  not  makC  it  neceffary  to 
them  to  hold  out  any  longer  ;  he  made  twice  the  circuit  of 
his  dominions,  and  in  their  turn  he  relieved  them  all. 

Nor  was  the  conduct  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwiclc 
lefs  worthy  of  admiration.  Placed  at  the  Head  of  a  body 
of  troops,  who  were  but  lately  obliged  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  he  found  the  enemy  in  poflefiion  of  the  whole  open 
country,  and  of  all  the  Prong  places  in  it.  Commencing 
the  campaign  in  the  midft  of  a  fevere  winter,  without  any 
place  of  ftrength  in  his  hands,  he  drove  the  enemy  from  all 
thofe  they  held*  He  obliged  them  to  repafs  the  Rhine,  he 
followed  and  defeated  them  in  a  pitched  battle.  Being  af¬ 
terwards  obliged  by  the  great  force  of  France  on  its  own 
frontier,  and  the  numerous  armies  they  had  in  different  pla¬ 
ces,  to  repafs  the  Rhine;  he  defended  Lippe  againft  num¬ 
bers  greatly  fuperior,  and  though  they  defeated  a  part  of  his 
army,  they  were  not  able  to  turn  their  victory  to  the  leap 
advantage.,  Prince  Ferdinand’s  campaign  may  well  pafs  for 
a  perfect  model  of  defenfive  operations. 

The  Auftrians,  in  taking  winter  quarters,  difpofed  their 
forces  fo  as  to  form  a  chain  of  an  amazing  length,  from  the 
'  frontiers  of  Moravia  pafiing  through  Bohemia,  all  along 
the  fkirts  of  Silefia  and  the  borders  of  Saxony,  There  the 
Imperial  army  joined  this  chain,  and  continued  it  through 
Thuringia  and  Franconia,  where  it  was  united  to  the  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife.  Thefe  troops  had  fallen  back 
from  Heffe  Caffel,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  maintain 
their  ground  in  the  landgraviate.  The  Prince  de  Soubife’s 
cantonments  extended  wtftward  along  the  courfe  of  the 
Maine  and  Lahn,  to  meet  thofe  of  the  M.  de  Contades 
which  ftretched  to  the  Rhine,  and  continued  the  chain  be¬ 
yond  it  quite  to  the  Maefe,  fo  as  to  command  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  Rhine,  and  both  fides  both  upwards  and  down¬ 
ward.  Prince  Ferdinand  was  unable  to  extend  kimfelf  to 
fuch  a  length;  and  efpecially  found  it  impracticable  to  efta- 
blifli  quarters  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine;  but  he  dif¬ 
pofed  his  troops  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner  in  the 
bifhoprics  of  Munfter,  Paderborn,  and  Hildefheim,  and 
in  the  landgraviate  of  Flefie  Caffel.  The  feveral  bodies 
pray  all  unite  wfth  eafe,  and  fupport  each  other.  "I  o  pre? 
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Erve  a  communication  between  this  and  the  Pruffian  army, 
ts  well  as  to  break  Tome  part  of  that  formidable  chain  of  the 
?nemy,  the  King  fent  fome  bodies  o t  his  troops  into  Thu¬ 
ringia,  who  difpoirelTed  the  army  of  the  Empire  of  fevcral 
T  their  pofts  there,  and  they  now  threaten  to  penetrate  ftill 
farther. 

The  King  of  Pruflia,  when  he  had  a  fecond  time  driven 
:he  Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  out  of  Saxony,  refolved  to 
ceep  no  meafures  with  that  unhappy  country.  He  declared 
hat  he  was  refolved  no  longer  to  confider  it  as  a  depofit, 
)ut  as  a  country  which  he  had  twice  fubdued  by  his  arms, 
fie  therefore  ordered  thofe  of  the  King  of  Poland’s  privy 
council,  who  flill  remained  at  Drefden,  to  retire  at  a  very 
Chort  warning.  But  if  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  a  right,  as 
jerhaps  he  had  to  confider  Saxony  as  a  lawful  conqueft, 
is  certainly  feemed  not  to  confider  the  people  as  fubjedls, 
■vhen  he  continued  to  exadl  the  mold  fevere  contributions  ; 
md  in  a  manner  too,  very  little  becoming  a  lawful  fovereign ; 
for  he  furrounded  the  exchange  with  foldiers,  and  confi¬ 
ning  the  merchants  in  narrow  lodgings  on  {draw  beds,  he 
obliged  them  by  extreme  fuftering,  to  draw  bills  on  their 
oreign  correfpondents  for  very  large  fums.  This  city  had 
>een  quite  exhaufted  by  former  payments,  and  had  not 
Dng  before  fuffered  military  execution.  An  enemy  that 
tied  thus,  had  added  feverely;  but  when  a  country  is  en- 
irely  polPelTed  by  any  power,  and  claimed  as  a  conqueft, 
he  rights  of  war  feem  to  ceale  ;  and  the  people  have  a  claim 
o  be  governed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  becomes  a  juft  Prince; 
fpecially  when  no  extreme  neceflity  in  his  affairs  compels 
iim  to  thefe  rigorous  courles.  To  retaliate  on  thefe  mife- 
able  people  fomc  part  of  the  cruelties  committed  by  the 
Luflians  on  his  dominions  feems  to  he  very  unreafonable, 
s  it  is  but  too  obvious,  that  the  barbarity  of  that  people 
ould  not  be  reftrained,  however  it  might  be  exafperated 
y  the  total  deflrudfion  ot  Saxony.  Such  retaliations  are 
dious  and  cruej.  We  heartily  wifh  we  could  praife  the 
Gng  of  Pruflia  as  much  for  his  temporate  ufe  of  his  con- 
uelf,  as  for  thofe  wonderful  and  heroic  qualities  by  which 
ie  obtained  it.  We  might  be  conlidered  as  partial  in  our 
ccount,  if  we  had  omitted  to  take  notice  of  what  is  alledtr- 
d  againft  the  King  of  Pruflia,  when  we  have  fpoken  fo 
ully  of  the  outrages  committed  by  his  enemies.  It  is  now 
ime  to  turq.  our  eyes  from  this  great  theatre  towards  leffer 

G  q.  events. 


88  The  History  of  the  War.  1758. 

events,  but  fuch  as  will  employ  us  altogether  as  agreeably  ; 
the  operations  of  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies  in  Europe  and 
America  againft  the  French. 

C  H  A  P.  XIII, 

Thb  burning  of  the  jhips  at  St.  Makes .  Taking  of  Cher - 
burg.  Defeat  oj  St.  Cas.  Operations  in  America.  Siege 
and  taking  oj  Louijbourg.  Engkjh  army  defeated  at  77- 
conderoga.  They  take  Frontenac.  The  French  abandon 
Fort  du  Ffuejne.  Conciujion  oj'  the  annals  of  the  year  .1758. 

1 N  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  good  condition  of  our 
navy  and  our  army;  the  fpirit  and  popularity  of  the 
miniilry;  the  wife  choice  of  commanders,  in  contempt  of 
vulgar  and  trivial  maxims  ;  the  prevalence  of  the  contrary 
to  all  thefe  amcngft  the  enemy;  gave  us  the  bell  grounded 
hopes  of  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  campaign.  Concerning 
the  theatre  of  our  operations  there  was  fome  doubt,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  our  pulh  in  Europe  fhould 
be  made. on  the  fide  of  Germany  ;  and  that  we  ought  to 
flrengthen  the  army  of  Prince  Ferdinand  with  fuch  a  re- 
fpedfable  body  of  troops,  as  might  enable  that  flnifhed  com¬ 
mander  to  exert  all  his  talents,  and  to  improve  to  the  utmoft 
the  advantages  he  had  already  obtained  over  the  trench* 
1  hey  imagined,  that  if  an  early  and  confiderable  reinforce¬ 
ment  were  fent  to  the  Prince,  whilft  the  French  army  was 
yet  in  a  diffrefled  condition,  and  if  in  this  condition  that 
fhould  receive  any  confiderable  blow,  they  would  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  retrieve  it :  and  receiving  this  blow, 
on  the  frontier  of  their  own  territories,  the  Prince  might 
carry  the  war  into  France  itfelf ;  and  thus  very  probably 
bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy  decifion.  That  in  purfuing  this 
plan  a  diverflon  on  the  coaft  of  France  was  by  no  means 
excluded;  and  that  on  the  contrary  it  muff,  on  this  plan, 
be  attended  with  confequences  infinitely  more  important 
than  it  could  otherwife;  that  otherwife,  France  might 
laugh  at  the  little  defultory  efforts  of  an  handful  of  men, 
who  were  to  be  embarked  and  dif-embarked  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  hazard,  and  which  would  always  be'obliged  to 
fly  at  the  fifft  approach  of  an  enemy.  That  whilft  the 
f1  rench  had  only  an  army,  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  en¬ 
gage  on  the  fide  of  Germany,  they  would  always  find  them- 
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felves  well  able  to  a£f  abroad,  and  defend  themfelves  at 
home. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  ftrongly  urged,  that  we  ought 
to  make  the  deftrudfion  of  the  French  marine  our  great 
objedf,  and  to  confider  all  continental  operations  only  in  a 
fecondary  light.  That  by  fending  a  large  body  of  Englifh 
troops  to  the  King’s  army  on  the  Rhine,  we  muft  necefta- 
rily  weaken  our  efforts  in  America,  and  on  the  coaft  of 
France;  and  by  drawing  away  all  our  forces,  we  muff  (hake 
that  internal  fecurity,  which  invigorated  all  our  operations 
abroad.  That  whilft  we  maintained  an  army  of  50,000 
foreigners  in  Germany,  it  would  be  the  greateft  imprudence 
to  fend  alfo  a  large  body  of  our  own  national  troops  into 
the  fame  country,  and  by  that  means  not  only  Iquander 
away  our  men,  but  employ  almoft  every  penny  granted  for 
the  Land  fervice,  out  of  Great  Britain  ;  a  method  which 
could  not  fail  of  exhaulting  us  in  a  very  fhort  time.  That 
the  force  already  in  Germany  was  fufticient  to  keep  the 
French  engaged,  and  that  the  propofed  expeditions  to 
France  would,  by  attacking  the  coaff,  now  in  one  part,  now 
in  another,  and  keeping  all  parts  in  continual  alarms,  neeef- 
farily  detain  a  very  confiderable  part  of  their  forces  at  home, 
and  thus  make  a  powerful  diverfion,  whilft  it  was  purfuing 
what  ought  to  be  the  grand  perpetual  object  of  all  our 
operations,  the  deftrucfion  of  the  French  maritime  power. 

The  latter  opinion  prevailed;  but  it  was  however  fo  far 
modified  by  the  arguments  on  the  other  fide,  that  after 
fome  time  a  few  regiments  were  fent  into  Germany,  as  we 
have  before  related.  Thefe  and  better  reafons,  no  doubt, 
determined  the  operations  on  the  coaff  of  France  ;  but 
whilff  the  neceffary  preparations  were  making,  their  defti- 
nation  was  kept  an  inviolable  fecret;  and  now,  as  thev  had 
the  year  before,  infpired  France  with  no  little  terror.  Two 
fquadrons,  by  the  latter  end  of  May,  were  in  readinefs  for 
failing.  The  greater  under  Lord  Anfon,  the  fmailcr  under 
Commodore  Howe,  which  was  fo  defigned  to  convoy  the 
tranfports,  and  to  favour  the  landing  and  re-imbarkment. 
The  land  forces  confiffed  of  ftxteen  battalions,  and  nine 
troops  of  light  horfc :  they  were  commanded  by  the  late  Duke 
of  Marlborough.  They  failed  from  Portfmouth  : 
but  as  foon  as  the  fleet  fet  fail,  the  fquadron  of  June  1. 
my  Lord  Anfon  feparated  from  the  reft,  and  bore 
off  to  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  in  order  to  fpread  the  alarm  more 
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widely,  and  to  obferve  the  Trench  fquadron  in  Bred.  7"he 
other  pait  of  the  fleet,  which  was  commanded  by  Commo- 
aoie  fiowe,  with  the  tran fports,  arrived  without  any  acci- 
oent  in  Cancalle  Bay,  at  a  fmall  didance  from  the  City  of 
?  St.  Maloes.  Here  the  troops  landed  without  op- 
5th.  pofition,  and  having  fortified  a  pod  near  Cancalle 
(a  poit  by  nature  well  fitted  for  defence)  for  the 
fecurity  of  their  retreat,  they  marched  in  two  columns  to 
ot,  Maloes.  When  the  army  arrived  there  it  was  foon  vi- 
fible,  that  the  town,  d'rongly  fituated  on  a  peninfula,  com¬ 
municating  with  the  main  land  only  by  a  iong  and  narrow 
caufeway,  was  by  no  means  a  proper  objedt  of  a  coup  de 
mr,i}i\  and  though  for  want  of  outworks,  it  was  ill  qualified 
to  fudain  a  regular  liege;  yet  our  forces  were,  for  want 
of  drength  and  artillery  fufficient,  altogether  as  ill  qualified 
for  luch  an  operation.  They  were  therefore  contented  with 
letting  fire  to  about  an  hundred  fail  of  Ihipping 
8th.  many  of  them  privateers,  which  lay  under  the 
cannon  of  the  town,  and  to  feverai  magazines 
filled  with  naval  dores.  The  damage  was  very  confider- 
able  ;  yet,  what  is  to  be  remarked,  the  enemy  did  not  fire  a 
fingle  Ihot  on  the  detachment  employed  in  this  fervice. 
Having  nothing  more  to  do  on  this  fide,  they  retired  to 
Cancalle ;  and  reimbarked  with  as  little  oppofition 
1 2  th.  as  they  met  with  at  landing ;  the  land  and  fea  com-* 
manders  having  made  all  the  difpofitions  with 
great  judgment. 

Before  the  fleet  returned,  they  reconnoitred  the  town  of 
Granville  on  the  coad  of  Normandy ;  but  finding  that  a 
large  body  of  troops  were  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood, 
they  made  no  attempt  there.  From  thence  they  moved  to-r 
wards  Cherbourg,  and  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for 
landing  near  that  place  ;  but  a  hard  gale  blowing  into  the 
Ihore,  and  the  tranfports  beginning  to  fall  foul  on  each 
other,  it  became  extremely  hazardous  to  attempt  landing. 
Befides,  the  provifion  was  near  exhauded,  and  the  foldiers 
by  being  io  long  cooped  up  in  the  tranfports,  were  grown 
fickly.  It  became  highly  neceflary  to  return  home,  and 
they  arrived  at  St.  Helen's  on  the  29th  of  June. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  by  which  the  French  fuf-r 
fercd  largely,  with  fcarce  any  lofs  on  our  fide,  though  it 
fufficiently  anfwered  the  intention  of  the  armament,  felj. 
feme  what  Ihort  of  the  expectations  of  the  public,  who 
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had  formed  much  greater  hopes,  than  it  was  poflible  for 
the  nature  of  fuch  enterpriles  to  fulfil.  However,  their 
hopes  were  again  revived ;  by  feeing  that  every  thing  was 
prepared  for  another  expedition,  and  that  our  armies  and 
fleets  were  to  be  kept  in  conftant  action  during  the  fummer. 
The  time  was  now  come  when  we  were  to  turn  the  tables 
upon  France,  and  to  retaliate  by  real  attacks,  the  terrors 
which  had  been  railed  by  her  menaces  of  an  invafion.  I  he 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  now  taken  the  command  of  the 
Englifh  forces  in  Germany  ;  and  General  Bligh  -lucceeded 
him  in  this  command.  Prince  Edward  refolved  to  go  upon 
the  expedition,  and  to  form  himfeif  for  the  fervice  ol  his 
country  under  fo  brave  and  able  a  commander  as  Howe. 
It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  how  much  the  lpirit,  the  prefence 
and  example  of  the  gallant  young  Prince,  who  went  with 
the  utmou  chearfulnefs  through  all  the  detail  ot  a  midfhip- 
man’s  duty,  infpired  both  the  feamen  and  the  troops. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft,  the  fleet  let  fail  from  St.  Helen’s. 
In  a  few  days  they  came  to  anchor  before  Cherbourg.  ' I  he 
French  had  drawn  a  line  ltrengthened  by  forts,  along  the 
moll  propable  places  for  landing.  They  had  drawn  down 
three  regiments  of  regular  troops,  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  militia  to  thefhore,  and  had  in  all  appearance  threatened 
a  very  refolute  oppofition  to  the  defcent  of  the  Englifh 
forces.  But  the  Commodore  difpofed  the  men  of  war  and 
bomb  ketches  fo  judicioufly,  and  made  fo  fharp  a  fire  upon 
the  enemy,  that  they  never  ventured  out  of  their 
entrenchments ;  fo  that  the  landing  was  effected  Aug.  6. 
in  excellent  order,  and  with  very  little  lofs.  The 
French  who  made  fo  poor  an  oppofition  to  the  landing,  had 
ftill  many  advantages  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  which 

j  c  o 

they  occupied ;  but  they  a  _•  !ec..  .  all;  and  abandon¬ 
ing  by  a  molt  fhameful  deiba:  forts  and  lines  on  the 

coaft,  they  fuftered  the  Eng. i Pi  .  enter  Cherbourg  the 
day  after  the  landing,  wit  ioj  .  ta  owing  the  leait  obflacle 
in  their  way.  It  mult  be  rem  a  red  too,  that  the  whole 
number  of  the  Englifh  forces  o  »  ufis  expedition  was  rather 
fhort  of  6000  men. 

Cherbourg  is  on  the  land  fid  an  open  town;  neither  is 
it  very  ftrongly  defended  towards  he  lea.  The  harbour  is 
naturally  bad.  But  the  place  i  well  fituated,  in  the  mid ll 
pi  the  channel,  for  protecting  the  French,  and  annoying 
the  Englifh  commerce  in  tim  war  and  perhaps  for  fa¬ 
cilitating 
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cdnating  an  invafion  on  England  itfelf.  Monfieur  Belidor 
me  itiiiious  engineer,  had  demonlirated  its  importance,  and 
piopolea  a  plan  for  the  improvement  and  defence  of  the 
haioour,  as  well  as  for  the  fortifications  of  the  town.  This 
pidit  vvas  approved  and  partly  put  in  execution  by  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  mole,  digging  a  bafon  and  making  fluices  and  flood 
gates  with  excellent  materials  and  a  valt  expence.  The 
work  had  been  for  a  confiderable  time  difconiinued  ;  but 
in  tins  expedition,  that  work  of  fo  great  ingenuity,  charge, 
and  labour,  was  totally  deffroyed.  "W  liilff  our  humanity 
regrets  the  unhappy  neeeffity  of  war,  we  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  that  the  Lriglifh  nation  was  freed  by  the  fuccefs  of  this 

£  3  ^  tl  ^  1  ^  t  one  day  be  caufe  of  no  trivial 

alarms. 

When  this  work  of  deffrudHon  was  over,  ail  the  veffels 
in  tne  harbour  burned,  and  hoflages  taken  for  the  contribu¬ 
tions  levied  on  the  town,  the  forces  reimbarked, 

^ 6th.  with  great  fpeed  and  fafety  without  any  interrup¬ 
tion  from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  fame  expedi¬ 
tion,  care  and  condudf,  as  they  had  been  firff  landed  5  the 
army  having  continued  ten  days  unmoleffed  in  France. 

I  he  Nation  exulted  greatly  in  this  advantage,  efpecially 
as  it  alrnoft  accompanied  the  news  of  our  glorious  fucceffes 
in  America.  Nothing  was  omitted  to  give  the  adtion  its 
utmoft  eclat ;  the  brafs  cannon  and  mortars  taken  at  Cher- 
bourg,  were  drawn  from  Kenfington  to  the  tower,  quite 
through  the  city,  in  great  pomp  and  order,  adorn- 
Sept.  16.  ed  v/ith  ffreamers,  attended  by  guards,  drums, 
mafic,  and  whatever  elfe  might  draw  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  vulgar.  T  hey  who  cenfured  this  procefTion  as 
too  oflentatious,  did  not  confider,  how  forcibly  things  of 
this  nature  flrike  upon  ordinary  minds,  and  how  greatly 
they  contribute  to  keep  the  people  in  good  humour  to  fup- 
port  the  many  charges  and  Ioffes  that  are  incident  to  the 
moft  fuccefsful  war. 

The  fleet  when  it  left  Cherbourg,  was  driven  to  the 
coaft  of  England;  but  the  troops  were  not  difembarked  ; 
it  was  refolved,  that  the  coaft  of  France  fhould  have  no 
refpite  ;  and  accordingly  they  failed  towards  St.  Maloes, 
and  landed  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lunar  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  town  of  St.  Maloes.  This  choice  of  a  place  for  land¬ 
ing,  muff  neceffarily  have  furprifed  all  thofe  who  remem¬ 
bered  upon  what  reafons  the  attempt  againft  that  place  had 

been 
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been  fo  recently  laid  afide.  There  was  no  other  objeft  of 
fufflcient  confideration  near  it.  The  town  was  at  lead  in 
as  good  a  pollute  of  defence  as  it  had  been  then  and  the 
force  which  was  to  attack  it  had  fmce  then  been  confider- 
ably  leffened.  There  is  undoubtedly  fomething  very  unac¬ 
countable  as  well  in  the  choice  as  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
this  affair.  Theperfons  in  the  principal  commands,  milted 
the  blame  from  one  to  another.  There  is  nothing  more 
remote  from  our  defign,  than  to  fet  up  for  judges  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  this  nature  ;  or  ungeneroully  to  Jean  on  any  ofHcer, 
who,  meaning  well  to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  by  tome 
misfortune  or  miftake  fails  in  fuch  hazardous  and  intricate 
enterpriles.  Wefhallbe  fatisfied  with  relating  the  faCts  as 
they  happened. 

As  foon  as  the  troops  were  landed  in  the  bay  of  St. 
Lunar,  it  became  evident  that  the  defign  againft  St.  hi  aloes 
was  utterly  impracticable.  Other  projedts  were  then  pro- 
pofed,  but  they  all  feemed  equally  liable  to  objection.  Whilfl: 
they  debated  concerning  a  plan  for  their  operations,  the 
fleet  was  in  the  greateft  danger.  The  bay  of  St.  Lunar  is 
extremely  rocky  ;  and  the  experience  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  together  with  what  he  law  himfelf,  convinced  the 
Commodore  that  it  was  impohible  to  remain  any  longer 
in  this  road  with  tolerable  fafety.  Therefore  he  moved 
up  to  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about  three  leagues  to  the 
well  ward. 

The  fleet  was  feparated  from  the  land  forces  ;  but  it 
was  flill  eafy  to  preserve  a  communication  between  them  ; 
and  as  no  attack  was  yet  apprehended,  they  made  no  fcruple 
to  penetrate  farther  into  the  country.  In  two  days  they 
arrived  at  the  village  of  Matignon,  having  had  fevcral  fkir- 
mifhes  with  fmall  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  from  time  tq 
time  appeared  on  their  flanks,  and  who  always  difappeared 
when  they  were  brifkly  encountered.  By  this  time  the 
Duke  d’Aiguillon,  Governor  of  Britanny,  was  advanced 
within  fix  miles  of  the  Knglilh  army,  with  a  body  of 
twelve  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  of  regular  troops,  and 
two  regiments  of  militia.  This  determined  the  council  of 
war  to  retreat ;  they  wanted  but  three  miles  to  the  bay 
of  St.  Cas.  But  in  this  little  march  a  confiderable  time 
was  confurned,  and  the  French  army  was  clofe  upon  them 
before  they  could  be  compleatly  reimbarked.  A  very  iteep 
hill  formed  a  fort  of  amphitheatre  about  the  bay  of  St. 

Cas, 
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Gas,  where  the  embarkation  was  making;  but  before  the 
laft  divifion,  which  confifted  of  all  the  grenadiers  of  the 
army,  and  the  firfl  regiment  of  the  guards,  could  get  off, 
the  french  had  marched  down  this  hill,  through  an  hol¬ 
low  way,  and  formed  themfelves  in  a  long  line  againft 
the  few  Englifh  troops  that  remained.  There  remained 
in  this  exigency  only  the  expedient  of  affirming  a  bold 
countenance,  and  attacking  them  with  vigour.  The  bra¬ 
very  of  our  troops  on  this  defperate  occafion,  was  wor¬ 
thy  of  a  better  fortune.  The  fhips  and  frigates  feconded 
their  efforts,  and  made  a  fevere  fire  upon  the  enemy.  All 
was  to  no  purpofe  ;  their  ammunition  was  at  laff  fpent ; 
the  enemies  numbers  prevailed  ;  our  little  body  attempted 
to  retreat,  but  they  fell  into  confufion,  they  broke,  an 
horrible  flaughter  followed,  many  ran  into  the  water  and 
met  their  fate  in  that  element.  The  fhore  was  covered 
with  dead  bodies.  General  Drury  was  drowned.  Sir  John 
Armitage,  a  young  volunteer  of  great  fortune  and  hopes, 
was  (hot  through  the  head.  Several  officers,  men  of  large 
fortune  and  confideration  fell.  At  length  the  firing  of  the 
frigates  ceafed,  and  the  French  immediately  gave  quarter. 
About  400  were  made  prifoners,  600  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

In  the  midff  of  this  carnage,  in  the  midft  of  a  fire  that 
daggered  the  braveff  feamen  who  managed  the  boats,  Com¬ 
modore  Howe  exhibited  a  noble  example  of  intrepidity  and 
fortitude,  by  ordering  himfelf  to  be  rowed  in  his  own  boat 
through  the  thickefl  of  the  fire,  to  encourage  all  that  were 
engaged  in  that  fervice,  and  to  bring  off  as  many  men  as 
his  veffel  could  carry. 

This  affair  difpirited  the  people  of  England,  and  elated 
the  people  of  France  far  more  than  an  affair  of  fo  little 
confequence  ought  to  have  done.  It  was  in  fact  no  more 
than  the  cutting  off  a  rear  guard.  There  is  often  more 
bloodfhed  in  fkirmifhes  in  Germany,  which  make  no  figure 
in  the  Gazettes.  And  certainly,  if  our  expeditions  to  the 
coafl  of  France  were  planned  with  any  judgment,  on  our 
part  we  had  rather  reafon  ‘to  congratulate  ourfelves  that 
we  were  able  to  land  three  times  on  that  coafl,  with  fo  in- 
confiderable  a  lofs.  The  French  indeed  had  reafon  to  mag- 
nify  this  lofs  ;  and  they  did  greatly  magnify  it  in  order  to 
confole  their  people,  who  had  feen  their  trade  fuller  fo 
much,  and  their  country  fo  long  infulted  with  impunity. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  our  fuccefles  were  on  the  coad  of  France,  they 
did  not  affedt  us  in  the  fame  manner  with  thofe  which  we 
had  in  America.  From  this  part  of  the  world  we  had  long 
been  Grangers  to  anything,  but  delays,  misfortunes,  difap- 
pointmcnts,  and  difgraces.  But  the  fpirit  which  had  been 
rou fed  at  home,  diffufed  itfelf  into  all  parts  of  the  world 
where  we  had  any  concern,  and  invigorated  all  our  opera¬ 
tions. 

Admiral  Bofcawen  with  a  powerful  fleet  of  men  of  war 
and  feveral  tranfports  failed  for  Halifax  from  England.  Feb. 
the  19th.  He  had  the  chief  command  in  the  expedition 
againd  Louifbourg,  and  in  particular  the  diredlion  of  the 
naval  operations.  General  Amherd,  from  whofe  charadfer 
great  things  were  expedted,  and  whojuftified  thefe  expec¬ 
tations,  was  to  command  the  land  forces.  Thefe  amounted 
to  about  14000  men,  including  fome  light  troops,  fitted  for 
the  peculiar  fervice  of  the  country.  The  whole  fleet  con¬ 
fiding  of  15 1  fhips,  fet  fail  from  the  harbour  of  Halifax. 
On  the  fecond  of  June  they  appeared  before  Louifbourg. 
They  were  fix  days  on  the  coad  before  a  landing  was  found 
pradticable  ;  fuch  a  prodigious  furf  fwelled  all  along  the 
fhore,  that  no  boat  could  podibly  live  near  it.  The  French 
not  truding  to  this  obdacle,  had  drawn  intrenchments  in 
every  part  where  it  might  be  podible  to  land,  fupported 
them  with  batteries  in  convenient  places,  and  lined  them 
with  numerous  infantry.  At  length  the  furf 
though  violent  at  bed,  was  obferved  to  be  fome-  June  8. 
what  abated,  and  the  Admiral  and  General  did 
not  lofe  a  moment  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  opportunity 
of  landing ;  they  made  all  their  difpofitions  for  it  with  the 
highed  judgment.  They  ordered  the  frigates  towards  the 
enemies  right  and  left,  to  rake  them  on  their  flanks.  Then 
the  troops  were  difpofed  for  landing  in  three  dividons. 
That  on  the  left  was  commanded  by  General  Wolfe,  and 
was  dedined  to  the  real  attack.  The  divifions  in  the  cen¬ 
tre  to  the  right,  were  only  defigned  for  feigned  attacks,  to 
draw  the  enemies  attention  to  all  parts,  and  to  didradt  their 
defence. 

When  the  fire  of  the  frigates  continued  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  General  Wolfe’s  divifion  moved  towards  the 
land;  the  enemy  referved  their  (hot  until  the  boats  were 
near  in  fhore,  and  then  directed  the  whole  fire  of  their 
cannon  and  mufquetry  upon  them.  The  furf  aided  their 

fire. 
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fire.  Many  cf  the  boats  overfet,  many  were  broken  to 
pieces,  the  men  jumped  into  the  water,  fome  were  killed, 
forne  drowned  ;  the  reft  fupported  and  encouraged  in  all 
difficulties,  by  the  example,  fpirit,  and  conduct  of  their 
truly  gallant  commander,  gained  the  fhore,  took  poft,  fell 
upon  the  enemy  with  fuch  order  and  refolution,  that  they 
foon  ooliged  them  to  fly  in  confufion.  As  foon  as  this  poll: 
was  made  good,  the  centre  moved  towards  the  left,  and  the 
right  followed  the  centre,  fo  that  the  landing  was  corn- 
pleated,  though  not  without  much  time  and  trouble,  in  an 
excellent  order,  and  with  little  lofs. 

The  operations  of  a  fiege  are  too  minute  and  interefting 
to  make  a  detail  of  them  agreeable  to  readers,  who  are  not 
converfant  in  the  art  military.  The  operations  againft 
Louifbourg  for  feveral  days  went  on  very  flowly,  owing  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  prodigious  furf  and  the  rough  weather,  which 
made  it  extremely  difficult  to  land  the  artillery,  ftores,  and 
inffruments  to  be  employed  in  the  fiege  ;  however,  the  ex¬ 
cellent  conduit  of  the  Generals  Amherft  and  Wolfe,  by 
degrees  overcame  all  the  difficulties  of  the  weather,  which 
was  extremely  unfavourable,  the  ground  which  was  rugged 
in  fome  places  and  boggy  in  others,  and  the  refinance  of 
the  garrifon  which  was  confiderable.  The  French  had  five 
men  of  war  of  the  line  in  the  harbour,  who  could  bring  ail 
their  guns  to  bear  upon  the  approaches  of  the  Englifh  troops. 
The  firfb  thing  done  was  to  fecure  a  point  called  the  light- 
houfe  battery,  from  whence  they  might  play  upon  thefe 
veffels,  and  on  the  batteries  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour. 
General  Wolfe  performed  this  fervice  with  his  ufual  vigour 
and  celerity,  and  took  polfeffion  of  this  and  all 
June  12.  the  other  pofts  in  that  quarter.  His  fire  from  this 
poft  on  the  25th  filenced  the  ifland  battery,  which 
was  that  moft  immediately  oppofed  to  his  ;  but  the  fhips 
{till  continued  to  bear  upon  him  until  the  21  ft  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month,  when  one  of  them  blew  up,  and  communicating 
the  fire  to  two  others,  they  alfo  were  in  a  fhort  timec^n- 
fumed  to  the  water  edge,  i  'his  was  a  lofs  not  to  be  repair¬ 
ed  ;  the  approaches  drew  near  the  covered  way,  and  things 
were  in  a  good  condition  for  making  a  lodgment  ia  it ;  the 
enemies  fire  was  confiderably  flackened  ;  the  town  was 
con  fumed  to  the  ground  in  many  places,  and  the  works  had 
fuffercd  much  in  all.  Yet  the  enemy  ftill  delaying  to  fur- 
render,  gave  occafion  to  add  one  brave  adtion  to  the  others, 

which 
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which  had  been  difplayed  during  the  courfe  of  this  fiege. 
The  Admiral  who  had  all  along  done  every  thing  poflible  to 
fecond  the  efforts  of  the  land  forces,  notwithstanding  the 
feverity  of  the  weather,  refolved  on  a  ftroke,  which  by  be¬ 
ing  decifive  of  the  poffeflion  of  the  harbour,  might  make 
the  reduction  of  the  town  a  matter  of  little  difficulty.  He 
refolved  to  fend  in  a  detachment  of  600’feamen  in  boats,  to 
:ake  or  burn  the  two  fhips  of  the  line  which  remained,  and 
if  he  fhould  fucceed  in  this,  he  propofed  the  next  day  to 
"end  id  fome  of  his  own  great  fhips,  who  might  batter  the 
:own  on  the  fide  of  the  harbour.  This  was  not  more  wifely 
slanned  by  the  Admiral,  than  gallantly  and  fuccefsfully  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  Captain  Laforey.  In  fpite  of  the  lire 
rom  the  fhips  and  the  batteries,  he  made  himfeif  July  25. 
naffer  of  both  thefe' fhips;  one  he  towed  off,  the 
)ther,  as  fhe  ran  aground,  was  fet  on  fire. 

This  ffroke,  in  fupport  of  the  fpirited  advances  of  the 
and  forces,  .was  conciufive.  The  town  furren- 
iered  the  next  day.  The  garrifon  were  prifoners  July  26* 
d  war,  and  amounted  with  the  irregular's  and 
eamen  to  5637. 

The  taking  of  Louifbourg  ( a )  was  an  event  the  mofb 

H  defired 


a)  Major  General  Amherfl  j ournal  of  the  fiege  of  Louifbourp*. 

)  2  8th  of  May,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  Admiral 

? ofcawen  with  the  fleet  and  the  troops,  coming  out  of  the  har- 
our  of  Halifax,  Lieut.  Gen.  Bragg' s  regiment,  from  the  bay 
f  Fundy ,  joined  the  fleet  this  day."' 

The  29th  we  had  fine  weather ;  the  fhips  kept  well  together ; 

ie  whole  confided  of  137  fail.  The  Dublin  went  very  fickly 
l-to  Halifax. 

The  30th  the  wind  blew  hard  in  the  afternoon  :  the  fhins  were 
ready  difperfed. 

The  31ft  the  wind  fometimes  contrary,  obliged  us  to  tack,  and 
biew  frefh.  ° 

^ie  June  Capt.  Rous  in  the  Sutherland  came  from  off 

te  harbour  of  Louifbourg,  faid,  two  fhips  had  got  in  the  30th  - 

iat  there  were  13  fail  in  the  harbour.  Wc  faw  the  entrance  of 
abarus  at  night. 

The  2d  it  was  foggy  in  the  morning  ;  about  twelve  faw  Louif 
'urg  and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour.  The  fleet,  with  about  a  third 

*  of 


V 


98  j The  History  of  the  War*  175$. 

defired  by  all  our  colonies;  that  harbour  had  always  been 
a  receptacle  convenient  to  the  enemies  privateers,  who  in- 
fefted  the  Englifh  trade  in  North  America.  It  was  the  moft 

eiTedlual 


of  the  troops,  anchored  in  Gaharus  bay;  and  this  evening,  with 
Brigadiers  Generals  Lawrence  and  Wolfe,  I  reconnoitred  the 
Ihore  as  near  as  we  could,  and  made  a  difpofition  for  landing  in 
three  places  the  next  morning,  in  cafe  the  troops  arrived. 

The  enemy  had  a  chain  of  polls  from  Cape  Noir  to  the  flat 
Point,  and  irregulars  from  thence  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  ;  fome 
works  thrown  up  at  the  places  which  appeared  practicable  to 
land  at,  and  fome  batteries. 

On  the  3d  mod  of  the  tranfports  came  in  this  morning,  all  well 
prepared  for  landing  ;  but  the  furf  on  Ihore  was  fo  great,  it  was 
impoflible  to  land.  This  day  Brigadier  General  Whitmore  arrived 
from  Halifax ,  at  which  place  I  have  left  Col.  Moncktcn  to  com¬ 
mand.  As  one  Bay  was  found  to  havelefs  furf  than  the  others, 
a  difpofition  was  made  to  land  the  next  morning  in  one  place  in- 
ftead  of  three. 

The  4th  the  wind  and  furf  were  fo  very  high,  K&'RiVC<\Bofcawen 
told  me  it  was  inrpraClicable  to  land. 

The  5  th  a  great  fwell  and  fog  in  the  morning,  and  the  Admi¬ 
ral  declared  it  dill  impracticable  to  land. 

The  6th  an  appearance  of  change  of  weather,  in  the  morning 
early  :  1  was  refolved  to  feize  the  hrd  opportunity ;  the  fignab 
was  made  to  prepare  to  land  between  five  and  fix  o'clock,  and  at 
eight  all  the  men  were  in  the  boats :  The  fog  came  on  again,  and 
the  fwell  encrcafed  during  the  time  the  men  were  getting  into 
the  boats,  and  the  Admiral  again  declared  it  impracticable  to  land. 
I  ordered  the  troops  on  board  their  refpeCtive  Blips,  fird  acquaint¬ 
ing  them  with  the  reafon  for  fo  doing. 

The  7th  the  weather  bad  in  the  morning,  in  the  afternoon  the 
fwell  rather  decreafed,  and  gave  us  great  hopes  of  landing  at  day¬ 
break  the  next  morning,  for  which  orders  were  given  :  and 
Bragg  $  regiment,  who  were  in  a  number  offloops,  to  fail  under 
convoy,  by  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  Lorembec  ;  fending  at 
the  fame  time  a  proportion  of  artillery  dedined  for  the  light 
houfe  Point ,  with  orders  to  make  all  the  (how  they  could  of  land¬ 
ing,  but  not  to  land  till  further  orders,  intending  to  draw  the 
enemy’s  attention  on  that  fide. 

From  the  2d  to  this  time,  the  enemy  have  been  reinforcing 
their  pods,  adding  to  their  works,  cannonading  and  throwing 
ihells  at  the  (hips,  and  making  all  the  preparations  they  can  to 

oppofe  our  landine*  Seven  tranfports  were  now  milling  with 

troops 
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effectual  blow  which  France  had  received  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war.  By  the  taking  of  Louifbourg,  fhe 
loft  the  only  place  from  whence  fhe  could  carry  on  the  cod 

H  2  finery  j 


troops  on  board,  three  of  which  came  in  at  night.  The  Admiral 
g-we  ah  needfary  orders  for  the  frigates  to  cover  our  landing. 

On  the  8th  the  troops  were  afTembled  in  the  boats  before  break 
of  day,  in  three  uivifions;  and  Commodore  Dwell  having  viewed 
the  co ad  by  order  of  the  Admiral,  and  given  me  his  opinion  the 
troops  might  land,  without  danger  from  the  furf,  in  the  bay  on 
our  left,  the  Kennington  and  Halifax  fnow  began  the  fire  on  the 
left,  followed  by  the  Grammo?it ,  Diana  and  Shannon  frigates  in 
the  centre,  and  the  Sutherland  and  Squirrel  upon  the  right.  When 
£ne  fire  had  continued  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  boats  upon 
rovved  into  the  fhore,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Wolfe,  whofe  detachment  was  compofed  of  the  four  eldeft 
companies  ot  grenadiers,  followed  by  the  light  infantry,  (a  corps 
o  540  men,  chofen  as  markfmen  from  the  different  regiments, 
xerve  as  irregulars,  and  are  commanded  by  Major  Scott ,  who  was 
IV  ajor  of  the  Brigade)  and  the  companies  of  rangers,  fupported  by 

t  le  Highland  regiment,  and  thofe  by  the  eight  remaining  compa¬ 
nies  of  grenadiers.  '  s .  r 

i  ne  aivifion  on  the  right,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
Gen.  Whitmore  con  filled  of  the  Royal,  Lafcelles ,  Mcnckton,  Forbes , 
Anftrutber  and  Webb,  and  rowed  to  our  right  by  the  white  Pointy 
as  ju  intending  to  force  a  landing  there. 

i  he  centre  divifion,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Lawrence,  was  formed  of  Amherft's,  Hopfon's,  Otway's,  Whitmore's, 
Lawrence  s,  and  Wharburton'%,  and  made,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
Ihow  of  landing  at  the  froth  water  Cove.  This  drew  the  enemy’s 
attention  to  every  part,  and  prevented  their  troops,  polled  along 
the  coart,  .rom  joining  thofe  on  their  right. 

Cnemy  a^ed  ver>r  vv'ifely,  did  not  throw  away  a  fhot,  till 

e  ooata  were  near  in,  fhore,  and  then  directed  the  whole  fire  of 
their  cannon  and  mufketry  upon  them.  The  furf  was  fo  great, 
that  a  place  cou.d  hardly  be  found  to  get  a  boat  on  <hore.‘'Not- 
wit  r (landing  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  the  violence  of  the  furf, 
Bngacner  IVolfe  purlued  his  point,  and  landed  juft  at  their  left  of 

!!h  ^°ft’  attacked  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  to 

tv  treat.  Many  boats  overfet,  feveral  broke  to  pieces,  and  all 
the^men  jumped  into  the  water  to  get  on  fhore. 

So  /bon  as  the  left  divifion  was  funded,  the  fiill  detachment  of 
the  centre  -  ved  at  a  proper  time  to  the  left,  and  followed ;  them 
the  remainder  of  the  centre  divifion,  as  fall  as  the  boats  could 

fetch 
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fifhery ;  and  the  only  place  {he  had  in  a  convenient  fituation 
for  the  reinforcements  that  were  fent  to  fupport  the  war  in 
the  other  parts  of  America ;  and  with  Louifbourg  fell  the 

ifland 


fetch  them  from  the  fhips ;  and  the  right  divifion  followed  the 
centre  in  like  manner. 

It  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time  to  land  the  troops  ;  the  enemy’s 
retreat,-  or  rather  fight,  was  through  the  rougheis:  and  world 
ground  I  ever  faw;  and  the  purluit  ended  with  a  cannonading 
from  the  town,  which  was  fo  far  of  ufe,  that  it  pointed  out  how 
near  I  could  encamp  to  inveft  it:  On  which  the  regiments 
marched  to  their  ground,  and  lay  on,  their  arms.  The  wind  en- 
creafed,  and  we  could  not  get  any  thing  on  fhore. 

The  lofs  of  his MajeHy’s  troops  at  landing  is,  Capt .Baillie  and 
Lieut.  Cuthhert ,  of  the  Highland  regiment ;  Lieut.  Nichol/on  of 
mine,  4  ferjeants,  i  corporal,  and  38  men  killed,  21  were  of 
my  regiment,  (the  grenadiers)  of  which  8  were  fhot,  and  the 
reft  drowned  in  trying  to  get  on  fhore. 

Five  lieutenants,  2  ferjeants,  1  corporal,  and  3  1  men  wounded  ; 
and  of  the  five  companies  of  rangers,  1  enfign  and  3  private 

killed,  1  wounded,  and  1  miffing. 

On  the  enemy’s  fide,  2  captains  of  grenadiers,  and  2  lieutenants, 
are  prifoners;  1  officer  killed,  and  an  Indian  chief:  Several  men 
likewife  killed;  and,  3  imagine,  about  70  men  taken  prifoners : 
They  were  fent  on  board  as  fall  as  pofiible.  By  fome  of  the  pri¬ 
foners  I  had  intelligence,  that  M.  St.  J alien,  Colonel,  command¬ 
ed  in  the  Cove:  That  there  were  5  battalions  in  the  town,  name¬ 
ly,  . Bourgogne,  Hr  to  is,  Royal  Marine,  C  a?nbije ,  and  Vclo.-i^ an  es 
Etr angers,  with  about  700  Canadians.  The  three  fir  ft  regiments 
wintered  in  Louifoourg ;  Volontaires  Etrangers  came  there  not 
long  fince  with  part  of  the  fleet,  and  Ca7?ibife  the  night  oefore 

we  landed. 

Vvre  took  from  the  enemy  three  24  pounders,  feven  9  pounders, 
and  feven  6  pounders,  two  mortars  and  fourteen  hviveis  ;  all 
which  were  placed  along  the  fhore,  to  prevent  our  landing;  with 
ammunition  tools,  and  llores  of  all  kinds >  , 

The 9th.  Lieut. Gen. Braggs  regiment  returned  in  their  Hoops 
from  Loremb'ec .  The  weather  continued  extremely  bad  ;  the 
furf  fo  great,  that  we  could  get  only  fome  of  our  tents  on  fliore 

in  the  afternoon. 

The  10th  the  furf  Hill  continued,  and  it  was  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  that  we  got  any  thing  on  fhore.  ^ 

The  1 1  tli  the  weather  grew  clear  and  oettei,  am.  the  light  o 
ich  1  had  ordered  on  fhore  immediately  after  the 
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nland  of  St.  John’s,  and  whatever  other  inferior  flations 
they  had  for  carrying  on  the  fifhery  towards  Gafpefie  and 
the  bay  de  Chaieurs,  which  our  iliips  foon  after  this  event 

^  3  '  entirely 


fi  oops  were  now  only  landed,  and  fome  artillery  Jftores  with 
them.  ,  . 

On  the  1 2th,  from  intelligence  I  had  received,  that  the  enemy 
had  dedroyed  the  grand  battery,  and  called  in  their  oat-pods,  I 
detached  origadier  Wolfe  with  1200  men,  4  companies  of  grena¬ 
diers,  3  companies  of  rangers,  and  fome  light  infantry  round  the 
N.  E.  harbour  to  the  Light  Hou/e  Point,  with  an  intention  to 
filence  the  IJland battery,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attempt  to 
dedroy  the  {hips  in  the  Harbour;  fending,  at  the  fame  time  by 

fea,  the  proportion  of  artillery,  tools,  &c.  that  had  been  ordered 
for  this  fervice. 

I  received,  this  day,  a  report  from  Brigadier  Wolfe ,  that  he  fr.d 

e\P°/^eiil0n  Light  HouJ'e  Poi?ity  and  all  the  pods  on  that 

iide  the  haroour,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned,  leaving  fe- 
veral  cannon,  which  were  rendered  ufelefs,  tools,  See.  and  a  yreat 
^  at  Lorembec .  "The  weather  continued  extremely 
bad;  but  we  got  fome  tools  on  fhore  this  night,  fo  that,  on  the 
I3t“* *  we  began  to  make  a  communication  from  the  rip-ht  to  the 
e  front  of  the  camp  ;  and  i  ordered  three  redoubts  on  the 
mod  advantageous  ground  in  the  front.  A  party  of  the  enemy 
came  out  this  day  towards  our  camp,  but  were  foon  beat  back  by 

*  e  ^  before  two  picquets  could  well  yet  ud  to  their 

aifidance.  We  worked  at  three  redoubts  in  f  ont  all  night. 
rr,Tnre  x4th  enemy  cannonaded  us  a  great  part  of  the  day. 

I  he  iu rt  dill  continued  fo  great,'  that  it  was  with  the  greatelt 
iiihcuky  we  could  land  any  thing.  The  feet,  under  the  com- 

?*nd.  bir  Charles  Hardy,  which  appeared  yederday  for  the 
int^  time,  was  in  the  night  blown  off  to  fea. 

T1*10  1 5  th  1  lent  four  more  mortars  in  a  i loop  to  the  Lipkt 
fuJe\  but  we  could  not  get  any  artillery  landed  on  this  fhore. 
kt  nig, it  two  dedi  ters  itom  the  Irolontares  Rtr angers  came  in  ; 
aid  they  had  5  killed  and  40  wounded  in  the  ftirrniih  on  the  1  3th! 

I  he  16th,  the  hrd  line  weather,  we  landed  12  days  proviiion, 
ln  &ot  maiT  things  on  fhore,  but  could  not  land  anv  artillery. 

T,he  I7th  I  got  Colonel  Baftide  on  horfeback,  and,’ with  Co!. 
Vtthamfon  and  Major  M'Kellar,  we  reconnoitred  the  whole 

a?  ,ar  as  vve  cou ! ^  i  and  Colonel  Bafil.de  was  determined 
n  iii s  opinion  of  makigg  approaches  by  the  Green  Hill. ,  and  con- 
ming  tne  dedruaion  r  he  iliips  in  the  harbour,  to  the  Hr  lot 

Ihmja 


\ 


102 


T'be  History  of  the  War,  1758,, 

entirely  deftroyed.  It  is  incredible  how  much  this  fuccefs 
in  America,  joined  to  the  fpirit  of  our  other  meafures,  ope¬ 
rated  to  raife  our  military  reputation  in  Europe,  and  to  fink; 

that 


Hou/e  Point ,  and  the  batteries  on  that  fide.  I  added  two  8  inch 
mortars  and  three  royals  to  the  Light  Hou/e  batteries. 

The  1 8th  we  had  fine  weather.  Some  Indians  took  three  of 
the  tranfpo.rts  men  at  the  bottom  of  G.abarus  bay  who  landed  there 
contrary  to  orders.  The  road  for  the  artillery  was  pufhed  on  as 
fall  as  podible.  We  got  three  23  pounders  on  fhore,  though  the 
furf  was  great  the  beginning  of  the  day. 

The  19th  the  batteries  on  the  Light  Hou/e  were  intended  to 
have  been  opened  this  night,  bat  could  not  be  got  ready  io  feorv. 
VEchoi  a  French  frigate  of  32  guns,  was  brought  in  to-day  ;  had 
got  out  of  the  harbour  the  13th  at  night,  and  was  bound  to 
Quebec  :  By  her  we  have  intelligence,  that  th eBizane  got  out  the 
day  we  landed,  and  the  Cornett e  fince  our  arrival  oil  the  harbour. 

The  20th  the  I/and  Battery  and  Ihips  fired  at  the  batteries  on 
the  fhure,  who  began  their  fire  this  laft  night.  The  enemy 
burnt  an  old  ftiip  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour. 

The  2 1  ft  very  bad  weather,  and  the  furf  high.  The  enemy 
difeovered  us  making  the  road  for  the  artillery,  and  cannonaded 
us;  threw  fome  fiiot  into  the  left  of  the  camp,  but  did  not 
oblige  me  to  decamp  any  part.  An  advanced  redoubt  towards 
Green  Hill  was  thrown  up  this  night. 

The  2 2d  the  bad  weather  continued  ;  we  were  employed  on 
the  road,  and  getting  up  a  Block  Hou/e  on  the  left  by  the  Mir  ay. 
road,  to  fecure  the  communication  to  the  N.  E.  harbour  and 
Light  Hou/e ,  and  to  hinder  any  parties  from  going  into  the  town. 

The  23d  the  Admiral  affured  me  there  were  above  a  hundred 
boats  loft  in  landing  the  troops  and  provifions.  This  day 
weather  \  and  we  now  have  on  fhore  twelve  24.  pounders,  and 
fix  12  pounders.  The  enemy  fired  a  great  deal  from  their 
ihipping  and  1/and  Battery ,  and  threw  iome  (hot  into  the  left 
of  the  camp.  Colonel  Me/ervey ,  and  moft  of  his  carpenters, 
taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  which  is  a  very  great  l.cfs  to  the  army. 
Gabions  and  fafeines  are  landed,  and  carried  forward  as  faft  as 
poftible,  to  make  an  epaulement  to  Green  Hill .  The  batteries  at 
the  Light  Hou/e  fire  with  fuccefs  againft  the  1/and  Battery ,  and 
I  hope  will  foon  filence  it. 

On  the  24th  the  enemy  fired  on  the  Light  Hou/e  Batteries  from 
the  town  and  fliipping,  and  on  our  advanced  redoubt,  which  was 
finifhed,  they  fired  from  the  town.  Qu  l-^el  Bajhde  remained 
fixed  in  his  opinion  of  advancing  by  Gt  ien  Hid.  We  had  this? 

day 
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that  of  France,  and  confequently  how  much  it  influenced 
our  moft  eflential  interefts  and  thofe  cf  our  allies. 

The  plan  of  our  operations  in  America  were,  however, 

H  4  by 
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day  in  the  park  of  artillery  thirteen  24  pounders,  and  feven  12 
pounders. 

The  25th  the  cannonading  continued  night  and  day  :  In  the 
evening  the  lfiand Battery  was  filenced  ;  their  own  Are  had  helped 
to  break  down  part  of  their  works  :  Fafcines  and  gabions  were 
forwarded  to  Green  Hill  as  fail  as  poflible.  All  the  men  employed 
at  work,  and  making  the  neceftary  communications.  The  enemy 
fired  a  good  deal  at  our  advanced  redoubt. 

The  26th  a  fmall  alarm  on  the  left  of  a  party  that  had  advanc¬ 
ed  from  the  town  ;  had  got  up  to  the  Block  Houfe ,  which  was 
not  quite  finifhed.  They  had  with  them  a  barrel  of  pitch  to  fet 
it  on  fire  :  The  guard  on  it  was  not  fufficient  to  oppofe  a  large 
party  ;  but  a  detachment  was  fent  out  fo  quick,  that  they  were 
forced  to  retreat  without  eftedfcing  their  defign,  though  two  of 
the  men  had  been  in  the  Block  Houfe ,  and  they  were  drove  back 
into  the  town  very  faft.  Three  hundred  pioneers  ordered  to 
Green  HilL  Admiral  Bofcaujen  landed  200  marines,  and  took 
the  pod  at  Kennington  Cove,  which  is  a  great  eafe  to  the  army. 
I  defired  of  the  Admiral  four  32  pounders  and  two  24  pounders 
to  leave  at  the  Light  Houfe ,  to  keep  the  IJland  Battery  in  ruin, 
that  with  a  proper  number  of  men  intrenched  there.  Brigadier 
Wolfe,  with  his  detachment,  might  be  able  to  come  round  the 
harbour,  .bringing  his  artillery  with  him  ;  and  to  try  to  deftroy 
the  Shipping,  and  to  advance  towards  the  Weft  Gate . 

,  one  ^ra^s  24  pounder  was  loft  in  12  fathom  water, 

by  hipping  off  the  catamaran *,  as  they  were  coming  from  the 
fhip  to  land  if.  The  cannon  I  afked  of  the  Admiral  were  landed 
this  night  at  the  Light  Houfe . 

The  28th  a  great  many  popping  (hots  and  cannonading.  As 
the  poft  at  Green  Hill  was  covered,  we  began  the  road  over  the 
bog,  and  throwing  up  an  epaulement.  Colonel  Meffervey  and  his 
ion  both  died  this  day;  and  of  his  company  of  carpenters  of 
108  men,  aU  but  16  in  the  fmall -pox,  who  are  nurfes  to  the 
hck:.  I  his  is  particularly  unlucky  at  this  time. 

The  29th  cannonading  continued  ;  the  frigate  fired  conftandy 
a:  the  epaulement;  we  purfued  working  at  the  road  which  coll  a 
great  deal  of  labour:  At  night  the  enemy  funk  4  (hips  in  the 
harbour  s  mouth  ;  Apollo,  a  two  deck’d  one,  la  Fiddle  of  56 
guns,  la  Chevre,  and  la  Biche,  of  16  guns  each,  and  they  cut 
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by  no  means  confined  folely  to  this  object,  important  as  it 
was.  i  wo  other  attempts  were  propofed  :  the  firft  at-; 
tempt  was  with  a  great  force  to  drive  the  French  fromTi- 

'  conderoga 


off  moll  of  their  mads.  Remain  in  the  harbour  five  of  the  iine 
cf  battle,  and  a  frigate  of  26  guns. 

Fhe  30th,  at  night,  fo me  firing  at  Kenninoton  Cove :  The  ma- 
lines  thought  they  faw  Indians  :  The  frigate  fired  ali  nigh:  at  the 
epaulement,  as  the  men  worked  in  the  night  time. 

The  ill  of  July,  the  enemy  creeped  out  in  the  morning  to  get 
fome  old  palifades  and  wood.  Brig.  Wolfe  and  Major  Scon's  light 
infantry  pufhed  them  in  with  a  very  brifk.  fire  ;  and  the  Brigadier 
took  poll  on  the  hills,  from  whence  it  was  intended  to  try  to 
demoliOi  the  (hipping ;  we  marched  forward  on  the  right ;  forced 
the  enemy  back  to  Cape  Noir  with  a  fmart  fire. 

The  2d,  the  epaulement  and  road  went  on  heavily,  from  the 
extreme  badnefs  of  the  ground  :  The  enemy  continued  their 
cannonading,  and  threw  fome  fhells  :  We  fkirmifhed  all  day  with 
parties  out  of  the  town. 

The  3d,  a  great  cannonading  from  the  town  and  (hipping  on 
the  batteries.  Brig.  Wolfe  was  making  an  advanced  work  on  the 
right,  thrown  up  at  650 yards  fiom  the  covered  way,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  of  erecting  a  battery  to  deftroy  the  defences  of  the  place, 
it  being  pretty  well  on  the  capital  of  th t  Citadel  Bajlion;  and 
the  falling  cf  the  ground  from  this  place,  towards  the  works, 
would  hinder  difeovering  as  much  of  the  works,  as  would  be  ne- 
celfa  y  to  do  them  any  canliderable  damage.  In  the  evening  the 
fea  officers  thought  fome  of  the  Blips  would  try  to  get  out  of  the 
harbour.  The  batteries  on  the  left  immediately  played  on  them, 
but  it  grew  fo  dark  they  could  not  continue. 

The  4th  a  great  fog;  when  there  were  glares  of  light,  the 
cannonading  began  ;  500  men  kept  continually  making  faicines. 

The  5th  very  bad  weather;  the  epaulement  was  haitened  on 
as  much  as  poffible,  it  (wallowed  up  an  immenfe  number  of  faf- 
cines,  cofi  forne  men,  as  the  frigate  cannonaded  on  it  without 
ceafi ng.  1 

The  6th  a  (loop  filled  out  of  the  harbour  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to  Sir  Charles  Hardy ,  to  carry  fome  things  to  their  wounded  of-, 
fleers  and  prifoners. 

The  mclny  difficulties  of  landing  every  thing  in  almofl  a  conti¬ 
nual  furf,  the  making  of  roads,  draining  and  pafling  of  bogs, 
and  putting  ourfelves  undercover,  render  our  approach  to  the 
place  much  longer  than  I  could  wifh. 

On  the  yth  we  had  very  foggy  weather;  cannonading  conti- 
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conderoga  and  Crown  Point ;  in  which,  if  v/e  could  fuc- 
ceed,  the  enemy  would  lofe  thofe  pofts  from  which  they 
Were  in  the  bed  condition  to  molefl  our  colonies,  and  by 

lofing 


nued  all  day,  and  a  good  deal  of  popping  fhots  from  the  advanced 
polls. 

The  8th  1  intended  an  attack  on  fome  advanced  pods  at  Cape 
Noir,  but  it  did  not  take  place.  Col.  Bafiide  got  a  contufion  by 
a  musket  ball  on  his  boot,  which  laid  him  up  in  the  gout. 

The  9th,  in  the  night,  the  enemy  made  a  Sortie  where  Briga¬ 
dier  Lawrence  commanded  :  they  came  from  Cape  Neir ,  and 
though  drunk,  I  am  afraid  rather  furprifed  a  company  of  grena¬ 
diers  of  Forbs9 s,  commanded  by  Lord  Dundonald ,  who  were 
poked  in  a  Fleecke  on  the  right.  Major  Murray ,  who  command¬ 
ed  three  companies  of  grenadiers  immediately  detached  one,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  very  eafily.  Whitmore9 s  and  Bragg's  gre¬ 
nadiers  behaved  very  well  on  this  occafion.  Lord  Dundonald  was 
killed,  Lieut.  Few  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  Capt.  Bontein 
of  the  engineers  taken  prifoner  :  1  corporal,  3  men  killed  ;  1 
ferjeant,  11  men  miffing*  17  men  wounded  :  The  Sortie  was 
of  live  picquets,  fupported  by  600  men  ;  a  Captain,  Chevalier 
de  Chauvelin  was  killed,  a  Lieutenant  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
fbner  :  17  men  killed,  4  wounded  and  brought  off  prifoners, 
befides  what  wounded  they  carried  into  the  town,  one  of  which, 
a  Captain,  died  immediately.  The  enemy  font  out  a  flag  of 
truce  to  bury  their  dead,  which  when  over,  the  cannonading 
began  again.  The  frigate  was  fo  hurt,  fhe  hauled  clofe  to  the 
town  ;  the  fhips  fired  very  much  againfl  Brig.  Wolfe9 s  batteries. 

The  10th,  the  road  at  the  epaulement  went  on  a  little  better; 
the  enemy  fired  a  great  deal,  and  threw  many  fhelis. 

The  1 1  th,  a  waggoner  was  taken  off  by  fome  In dians  between 
the  block-houfe  and  the  left  of  theN.E.  harbour. 

The  1  2th  it  rained  very  hard  all  night  ;  not  a  man  in  the  de¬ 
tachment  could  have  a  dry  thread  on  ;  we  made  an  advanced 
work  to  Green  Hill ;  at  night  the  waggoner  who  had  been  taken, 
luckily  made  his  efcape,  laid,  they  were  250  Canadians,  The 
Citadel  Bajiion  fired  very  fmartly. 

The  13th,  the  enemy  threw  a  great  many  fhelis  ;  we  perfect¬ 
ed  our  works  as  fait  as  we  could  ;  bad  rainy  weather  ;  the  ene¬ 
my  was  at  work  at  Cape  Noir  co  hinder  us  taking  poffeflion  near 
that  point,  which  is  of  no  confequence  ;  fome  defer  ter  s  came  in, 
faid  a  floop  of  Miray  got  in  three  days  ago. 

|  The  14th,  the  batteries  were  traced  out  lafl  night,  with  an 
intention  to  place  twenty  24  pounders,  divided  in  four  different 

batteries. 
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lofing  them,  would  lay  open  an  eafy  road  into  the  very 
hcait  or  then  fetdements  in  Canada.  I  he  fecond  attempt 
was  to  be  made  with  a  conliderable,  though  an  inferior 

force. 
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batteries,  to  deftroy  the  defences,  and  a  battery  of  7  mortars, 
with  fome  12  pounders  to  ricochet *  the  works  and  the  town. 

The  15th,  the  cannonading  and  firing  continued  ;  the  enemy 
tried  to  throw  fome  fheils  into  camp,  fuppofed  to  be  intended 
againft  our  powder  magazine  :  At  ten  at  night  the  Light  Houfi 
battery  fired  fome  rockets  as  a  fignal  of  fhips  failing  out  of  the 
harbour  f  ;  Sir  Charles  Hardy  anfwered  it  ;  the  frigate  got  out, 
and  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  fleet  got  under  fail  and  went,  to  fea.  Be¬ 
fore  day  break,  Capt.  Sutherland ,  poked  at  the  end  of  the  N.E. 
harbour,  was  attacked,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  ; 
the  grenadiers  of  Brig.  Wolfe’s  corps  marched  to  fuftain  him,  and 
all  the  light  infantry  ;  it  was  over  before  they  could  get  up,  and 
by  a  deferter  from  the  enemy,  they  were  only  100  men  come 
from  Mir  ay ,  where  they  left  Monf.  de  Bojhiere ,  who  had,  on  the 
other  fide  the  water,  300  men  with  boats  to  pafs.  Major  Scott, 
with  the  light  infantry,  purfued,  but  could  not  get  up  with 
them.  I  encamped  a  corps  forward. 

The  1 6th,  towards  night.  Brig.  Wolfe  pufhed  on  a  corps  and 
took  pofieffion  of  the  hills  in  the  front  of  the  Barafoy>  where  we 
made  a  lodgment ;  the  enemy  fired  very  brifkly  from  the  town 
and  fhipping. 

The  17th,  a  great  fire  continued  from  the  town  and  fhipping  ; 
we  refolved  to  extend  the  parallel  from  the  right  to  the  left.  The 
fleet  returned. 

The  1 8th,  all  lad  night  the  enemy  fired  musketry  from  the 
covert  way,  and  tried  to  throw  fheils  into  the  camp. 

The  19th,  I  relieved  the  trenches  by  battalions,  the  14  batta¬ 
lions  forming  3  brigades  ;  a  fmart  fire  from  the  covert  way,  the 
batteries  on  the  left  fired  againft  the  baftion  Dauphine  with  great 
fuccefs. 

The  21ft,  one  of  the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  that  had  fome  pow¬ 
der  blown  up  in  her,  made  a  great  explofion,  and  fet  the  fhip  on 
fire,  which  foon  caught  the  fails  of  two  more  ;  they  burned  very 
fail,  and  we  kept  firing  on  them  the  whole  time,  to  try  to  hinder 
the  boats  and  people  from  the  town  to  get  to  their  afiiftance  ;  the 

Entreprennant 

*  Is  half  charging  a  gun,  by  which  the  bullet  skips  upon  the 
ground  like  ftoncs  when  skimm’d  upon  the  water. 

j  This  was  probably  the  fhip  which  brought  news  to  France 
of  the  EngUJh  landing,  and  efcaped  notvvithftanding  the  vigilance 
of  fo  great  a  fleet,  J  Of  74  guns* 
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force,  from  Penfylvania  againfl  Fort  du  Quefue  :  the  fuo 
cefs  of  this  attempt  would  eftablifh  us  in  the  pofieihon  of 
the  Ohio,  (See  ihe  mop  of  America  at  the  latter'  end)  and 

break 


treprennant ,  Capricieux* ,  and  Superb  *,  were  the  three  burned 
;  the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant  remained, 

2 2d,  two  batteries  on  the  right  opened  with  thirteen  24 
,  and  another  of  7  mortars,  and  fired  with  great  fuccefs  ; 

,•  od  very  well  from  the  town  for  fome  time,  and  threw 
v  ;  Is  .ito  our  works.  Our  fhells  put  the  citadel  in  flames. 

Col. .  iviUiamfon  to  confine  his  fire  as  much  as  he  could 
to  -ie fences  of  the  place,  that  we  might  not  deftroy  the  hou- 

fe -  I  t.  of  the  Royal  Americans ,  going  his  rounds  on  an  an* 
vo.  .d  poll,  loft  his  way,  and  was  taken  prifonernear  Cafe  Ncir . 
A  attery  was  begun  on  the  left  for  four  24  pounders. 

-  3d,  the  cohorns  were  ufed  at  night,  and  the  French  mortars 

fen*  ct>  throw  flones  from  the  trenches.  The  enemy  fired  all 
forts  of  old  iron,  and  any  fluff  they  could  pick  up.  Col.  Baftide 
was  out  to  day  for  the  firfl  time  fince  he  received  the  contufion. 
Oar  batteries  fired  with  great  fuccefs.  This  night  the  fhells  fet 
fire  to  the  barracks,  and  they  burnt  with  great  violence. 

On  the  24th,  the  fire  was  verv  brisk  on  our  fide,  and  the  ene¬ 
my’s  decreafed.  The  Admiral  gave  me  400  leamen  to  help  to 
work  at  the  batteries,  &c.  and  200  miners  added  to  a  corps  of 
ico  already  eitablifhed,  that  we  might  make  quick  work  of  it, 
gnd  they  were  immediately  employed.  The  4  gun  battery- 
opened,  and  another  of  3  erefting.  One  of  the  men  of  war  in 
the  harbour,  the  Bienfaifant ,  fired  at  our  trenches  at  high-water, 
and  the  Citadel  and  Bafiion  Daupbine  fired  again  ft  the  4  gun  bat¬ 
tery  ;  but  our  men  firing  fmall  arms  into  the  embrazures,  beat 
{he  enemy  off  their  guns. 

The  25th,  the  batteries  fired  with  great  fuccefs.  The  Admiral 
fentme  word,  he  intended  to  fend  in  boats  with  600  men,  to  take 
or  deftrey  the  Prudent  and  the  Bienfaifant  in  the  harbour.  I  or¬ 
dered  all  the  batteries  at  night  to  fire  into  the  works  as  much  as 
pebble,  to  keep  the  enemy’s  attention  to  the  Land.  The  miners 
and  workmen  went  on  very  well  with  their  approaches  to  the  co¬ 
vered  way,  though  they  had  a  continued  and  very  fmart  fire  from 
it,  and  grape  fhot,  and  all  farts  of  old  iron  from  the  guns  of  the 
ramparts.  We  continued  our  fire  without  ceafing,  and  a  Ricochet: 
The  boats  got  to  the  (hips  at  one  in  the  morning,  and  took  them 
both  ;  they  were  obliged  to  burn  the  Prudent  as  Ihe  was  aground  * 
they  towed  off  the  Bienfaifant  to  the  N.  E.  harbour. 

*  Of  64  guns  each 


The 
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break  ofF  the  connexion  between  Canada  and  Louifiana. 

Cen.  Abercrombie,  commander  in  chief  of  our  forces  in 
Amcnca,  conducted  the  firffc  of  thofe  expeditions.  He  em¬ 
barked 


The  20th,  the  Admiral  came  on  fhore,  and  told  me  he  propo- 
fed  fending  6  fhins  into  the  harbour  the  next  day.  Juft  at  this 
time  J  received  a  letter  from  the  governor,  offering  to  capitulate, 
and  the  articles  were  agreed  upon. 

A)  ticies  of  capitulation  between  their  excellencies  A  dm .  Bofcaiven 

and  Major  General  Am  herd ;  and  his  excellency  the  Chevalier 

Drue  our,  governor  of  the  if  and  of  Cape  Breton,  of  Louifoourg, 

the  ifland  of  St.  John,  and  their  appurtenances . 

I.  Fhe  garrifon  of  Louijbourg  fhall  be  prifoners  of  war,  and 
iliall  be  carried  to  England  in  the  ihips  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefy. 

If.  Ad  the  artillery,  ammunition,  provifions,  as  well  as  the 
arms  of  any  kind  whatfoever,  which  are  at  prefent  in  the  town  of 
Louis i  ourg,  the  iflands  of  i^ape  Breton  and  St.  John,  and  their  ap¬ 
purtenances,  dial!  be  delivered  without  the  lead  damage,  to  fuch 
commiffaries  as  fhall  be  appointed  to  receive  them,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  Britannick  Majeftv. 

lil.  The  governor  fhall  give  his  orders  that  the  troops  which 
are  in  the  ifland  of  St.  John  and  its  appurtenances,  fhall  go  on 

board  inch  drip  of  war,  as  the  Admiral  fhall  fend  to  receive 
them. 

i  v  .  1  he  gate,  called  Porte  Dauphine0  dial  1  be  given  up  to  the 
troops  of  his  Britannick  Majeftv,  to-moi  row  at  eight  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  and  the  garrifon,  including  all  thofe  that  carried 
arms,  drawn  up  at  noon,  on  the  Efplanade ,  where  they  fhall  lay 
down  their  arms,  colours,  implements,  and  ornaments  of  war. 
And  the  garrifon  fhall  go  on  board,  in  order  to  be  carried  to 
England  in  a  convenient  time, 

V.  The  fame  care  fhall  be  taken  of  the  fick  and  wounded 
th  't  are  in  the  hofpitals,  as  of  thofe  belonging  to  his  Britannick 

Ma  jelly. 

VI.  The  merchants  and  their  clerks,  that  have  not  carried 
arms  fhall  be  fent  to  France ,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Admiral 
fhall  think  proper. 

Loisijbourgh ,  26  th  July,  1758. 


(Signed)  Le  Chevalier  deDRUCOUI^ 
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barked  upon  Lake  George  with  near  16,000  troops,  regu¬ 
lars  and  provincials,  and  a  numerous  artillery  on  the  5th  of 
July;  and  after  a  profperous  navigation,  arrived  the  next 

day 


A  Defcription  of  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Louiibourg,  njsith 
References  pointing  out  the  approaches  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces . 

jO.  A  lake. 


A.  The  Town  of  Louijbourgh, 

B.  The  citadel 

C.  A.  lake,  where  the  fifhing- 

barks  winter. 

D.  Stages  for  drying  fifh. 

E.  A.  battery  of  20  guns,  defi¬ 

ed  fince  1748. 

F.  The  Dauphin  battery  of  30 

guns,  which  defends  the 
Weft  -  Gate,  being  that 
which  was  firft  delivered 
to  the  Englijh . 

>G.  The  Iftand-battery  of  40 
guns,  filenced  the  24th  of 
June ,  by  the  Light-houfe 
battery  at  I,  under  the  di- 
redlion  of  Major-General 
Wolfe, 

H.  A  final  1  battery  of  8  guns. 

I.  The  Light-houfe  battery  ta¬ 

ken  by  Major  Gen.  Wolfe , 
June  12th,  from  whence 
the  ftiips  in  the  harbour 
were  deftroyed,  at  X. 

K.  A  battery  of  15  guns,  ufed 

for  the  deftruftion  of  the 
fhipping. 

L.  The  grand  battery  of  40 

guns  deftroyed  by  the 
French  the  12th,  when  all 
the  out  parties  were  or¬ 
dered  into  the  works  of 
the  town. 

M.  A  battery  of  15  guns,  de¬ 
ftroyed  the  fame  time. 

N.  Hoafes  inhabited  by  fifh* 

ermen, 


P.  Rivers,  from  whence  the  in¬ 
habitants  have  their  frefh 
water. 

A  pond,  which  defends  part 
of  the  works,  and  makes 
this  part  very  difficult  of 
accefs. 

R.  The  grand  beach. 

O 

S.  Rocks  under  water. 

T.  The  Careening  place  de¬ 

fended  from  all  winds. 

V. The  green  hill,  from  whence 

the  town  was  annoyed  bv 
a  redoubt  call  up  the  2 ill 
of  June,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Col.  Baftide. 

W.  The  place  where  the  enemy 

funk  4  ftiips  on  the  29th, 
<uiz.  the  Apollo ,  a  two- 
deck’d  ftiip,  la  Fidelle  of 
36  guns,  le  Chens  re  and 
la  Richey  of  16  guns  each. 

X.  The  ftation  of  the  French 

men  of  war  that  were  de- 
llroyed  from  the  Light- 
houfe  and  other  batteries, 
ereflcd  for  that  fervice. 

Y.  The  place  where  the  Pru¬ 

dent  was  fet  on  fire,  by  the 
boats  from  the  fleet,  'June 
25th. 

Z .  The  north  caft  harbour,  to 

which  place  ihcBicnfaifaut 
fhip  of  war  was  towed  by 
the  boats  of  the  fleet  from 

Y. 


A  a.  Capt. 
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day  at  the  place  where  it  had  been  propofed  to  make  the 
landing.  They  landed  without  oppofition*  The  enemies 
advanced  guards  fled  at  their  appearance.  The  Englifh  ar¬ 
my 


Aa*  Cap ^Sutherland’s  poll  that 
was  attacked  before  Day , 
on  the  15  th  of  July,  who 
made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  cleared  himfelf  of  the 
enemy,  without  any  affif- 
tance,  the  reinforcement 
coming  too  late. 

£b.  Where  the  block-houfe  was 
erected,  the  2 2d  of  J  une , 
near  Miray  *  road,  to  fe- 
cure  the  communication 
to  the  North  Eaft  harbour 
and  Light-houfe. 

C  c.  Cape  Noir  Baftion ,  where 
the  enemy  made  a  fally  of 
their  picquets  the  9th  of 
July,  fupported  by  600 
chofen  men  ;  by  them  Ld. 
Dundonald  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  furprifed.  He  was 
polled  on  the  right  of  the 


Green-hill,  with  a  com¬ 
mand  of  Forbes* s  grena¬ 
diers.  On  this  occafion 
Bragg’s  and  Whitemore’ s 
grenadiers  behaved  with 
uncommon  intrepidity, 
(they  were  detached  by 
M=jor  Murray)  and  repul- 
fed  the  French, who  in  this 
expedition  loll  fome  able 
Officers,  with  many  fol- 
diers.  It  was  after  this 
affair  the  enemy  fent  a  flag 
-  of  truce  to  bury  the  dead. 

*  Miray,  a  lake  fome  way  itu 
land  fro?n  Louilbourg  harbour , 
lying  between  the  town  and  the 
North -e  aft  harbour  :  here  Mon  ft 
de  Boilbere  had  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  lake  302  men ,  with  boats 
to  pafts  over. 


ExtraSi  oft  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Bofcawen,  to  the  Righ  Hon . 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated  Namur,  Gabreufe  Bay,  28 th  of  July, 
1758.  y  7 


I  Will  not  trouble  you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the  landing 
and  flege,  but  cannot  help  mentioning  a  particular  gallant 
a&jon  in  the  night  between  the  25  th  and  26th  inllant :  The  boats 
of  the  fquadron  were  in  two  divifions,  detached  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Capt.  Laforey  and  Balfour ,  to  endeavour  either  to  take 
or  burn  the  Prudent  of  74  guns,  and  Bienfaifant  of  64,  the  only 
remaining  French  fhips  in  the  harbour  ;  in  which  they  fueceeded 
fo  well,  as  to  burn  the  former,  file  being  a  ground,  and  take  the 
latter,  and  tow  her  into  the  N.  E.  harbour,  notwithlianding  they 
were  expofed  to  the  Are  of  the  cannon  and  mufquetry  of  the 
Iftland  battery,  point;  Rochefort ,  and  the  Town,  being  favoured 
with  a  dark  night.  Cur  Jofs  was  inccnfiderable,  7  men  killed, 
and  9  wounded. 


I  have 


A  PLan  of  the  Harbour  , 
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my  proceeded  in  four  columns  to  Ticonderoga.  As  the 
country  through  which  their  march  lay  was  difficult  and 
woody,  and  the  guides  which  conducted  the  march  to  this 
unknown  country*  were  extremely  unfkilfi.il,  the  troops 
were  bewildered,  the  columns  broke  and  fell  in  upon  one 
another.  Whilft  they  marched  on  in  this  alarming  difor- 
der,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  french,  who  had  lately  fled 
before  them,  was  bewildered  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  m 
the  fame  diforderfeli  in  with  our  forces.  A  fkirmifh  enfu- 
ed,  in  which  this  party  was  quickly  defeated  with  the  lois 
of  near  300  killed,  and  148  prifoners.  1  he  lofs  on  the 
Englifh  fide  was  inconfiderable  in  numbers  ;  but  great  in 
confequence.  Lord  Howe  was  killed.  This  gallant  man* 
from  the  moment  he  landed  in  America,  had  wifely  con¬ 
formed  and  made  his  regiment  conform  to  the  kind  of  fer- 
vice  which  the  country  required.  He  did  not  fufFer  any 
under  him  to  encumber  themfelves  with  fuperfluous  bag¬ 
gage  ;  he  himfelf  let  the  example,  and  fared  like  a  common 
foldier.  The  firft  to  encounter  danger,  to  endure  hunger, 
to  fupport  fatigue  ;  rigid  in  his  difeipline,  but  eafy  in  his 
manners,  his  officers  and  foldiers  readily  obeyed  the  com¬ 
mander,  becaufe  they  loved  the  man  ;  and  now  at  the 
moment  when  fuch  abilities,  and  fuch  an  example  were 
the  molt  wanted,  was  fatally  loft,  a  life  which  was  long 
enough  for  his  honour  but  not  for  his  country.  It  adds  in¬ 
deed  to  the  glory  of  fuch  a  death,  and  to  the  confolation 
of  his  country,  that  we  ftill  poffefs  the  heir  of  his  titles, 
his  fortunes  and  his  virtues,  whilft  we  tremble  to  fee  the 
fame  virtues  expofing  themfelves  to  the  fame  dangers.'* 

Excepting 


I  have  given  the  command  of  the  Bienfaifant  to  Capt.  Balfour t 
and  the  Echo,  a  frigate,  to  Capt.  Laforey  ;  Mr.  AJfleck  and  Mr. 
Bickerton ,  Lieuts.  who  boarded  the  Bienfaifant ,  Succeeded  thofe 
gentlemen  in  the  JEtna  lirefhip  and  Hunter  Hoop. 

I  have  only  farther  to  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  all  his  troops 
and  officers,  both  fea  and  land,  have  fupported  the  fatigue  of 
this  ftege,  with  great  hrmnefsand  alacrity. 

'*  Soon  after  the  news  of  Lord  Hcuut *s  death  arrived,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  advertifernent  appeared  in  the  public  papers  ;  an  applici- 
ticn  worthy  of  a  Roman  matron,  in  the  virtuous  times  of  the  re¬ 
public. 
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Excepting  this  lofs,  the  army  had  hitherto  proceeded 
fuccefsfuJly.  In  a  little  time  they  appeared  before  Ticon- 
deroga.  T  his  is  a  very  important  poft,  and  as 
July  8* *  Ilrongly  fecured.  The  fort  is  fituated  on  a  tongue 
of  land  between  Lake  George  and  a  narrow  gut, 
which  communicates  with  the  Lake  Champlain.  On  three 
fides  it  is  furrounded  with  water  ;  and  for  a  good  part  of 
the  fourth  it  has  a  dangerous  morafs  in  front ;  where  that 
failed,  the  French  had  made  a  very  Prong  line  upwards  of 
eight  feet  high,  defended  by  cannon,  and  fecured  by  4  or 
5000  men.  A  great  fall  of  trees  with  their  branches  out¬ 
ward,  was  fpread  before  the  entrenchment  for  about  an 
hundred  yards. 

The  General  caufed  the  ground  to  be  reconnoitred ;  and 
the  engineer  made  fo  favourable  a  report  of  the  weaknefs  of 
the  entrenchment,  that  it  appeared  practicable  to  force  it 
by  mufquetry  alone.  A  fatal  refolution  was  taken,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  this  report,  not  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  artil¬ 
lery,  which  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  ground,  could 
not  be  eafily  brought  up,  but  to  attack  the  enemy  without 
lofs  of  time.  They  were  confirmed  in  this  precipitate  re¬ 
folution,  by  a  rumour  that  a  body  of  3000  men  were  on 
their  march  to  join  the  French  at  Ticonderoga,  and  very 
Shortly  expected  to  arrive. 

When  the  attack  began,  the  difficulty  of  the  ground,  and 

the 


public,  and  which  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs,  where  the  lead  Ipark 
of  virtue  exided. 

t  h 

<  To  the  Gentlemen ,  Clergy ,  Freeholders ,  and  BurgeJJes ,  of  the 
i  'down  and  County  of  the  down  of  Nottingham. 

c  As  Lord  Howe  is  now  abfent  upon  the  public  fervice,  and 

*  Lieut.  Col.  Howe  is  with  his  regiment  at  Louifiourg ,  it  reds  up- 
c  on  me  to  beg  the  favour  of  your  votes  and  intered,  that  Lieut. 

*  Col.  Howe  may  fupply  the  place  cf  his  late  brother,  as  your 
‘  representative  in  parliament. 

*  Permit  me  therefore  to  implore  the  protection  of  every  one 
4  of  you,  as  the  mother  of  him,  whofe  life  has  been  lud  in  the 

*  lervice  of  his  country. 

Albemarle  Street ,  Sept.  CHARLOTTE  HOWE, 

14,  1758. 
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the  {Length  of  the  enemies  lines  which  had  been  fo  little 
forefeen,  was  but  too  fevercly  felt.  Although  the  troops 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  fpirit  and  gallantry,  they  fuffered 
fo  terribly  in  their  approaches,  and  made  fo  little  impreflion 
on  the  entrenchment,  that  the  General  feeing  their  reitera¬ 
ted  and  obftinate  efforts  fail  of  fuccefs,  being  upwards  of 
four  hours  expofed  to  a  moft  terrible  fire,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  order  a  retreat,  to  fave  the  remains  of  the  army. 
Near  2000  of  our  men  were  killed,  wounded  and  taken  pri¬ 
soners;  the  number  of  the  taken  being  very  inconfiderable. 
This  precipitate  attack,  was  followed  by  a  retreat  as  preci¬ 
pitate;  infomuch  that  our  army  gained  their  for¬ 
mer  camp  to  the  fouthward  of  Lake  George,  the  July.  g. 
evening  after  the  action. 

O 


(b)  General  Abercrombie’/  Account  of  his  Expedition  againji 

Ticondwoga . 

Camp  at  Lake  George ,  July  12,  1758. 

.  \  •  \  •  .*  f  '  •  >  .  •  '  !  **  I  A  > 

TH  S  embarkation  of  the  artillery,  flores  and  provifions  being 
compleated  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  inftant;  next  morn¬ 
ing  at  break  of  day  the  tents  were  ftruck,  and  all  the  troops, 
amounting  to  6367  regulars,  officers,  light  infantry,  and  rangers 
included,  and  9024  provincials,  including  officers  and  batteau 
men,  embarked  in  about  900  batteaux,  and  133  whale  boats,  the 
artillery  to  cover  our  landing,  being  mounted  on  rafts. 

At  hve  in  the  evening,  reached  Sabbath  Day  Points  (25  miles 
down  the  Lake)  where  we  halted  till  ten,  then  got  under  way 
again,  and  proceeded  to  the  landing  place  (a  cove  leading  to  the 
French  advanced  guard)  which  we  reached  early  next  morning 
the  6th. 

Upon  our  arrival,  fent  out  a  reconnoitring  party ;  and  having 
met  with  no  oppofiticn,  landed  the  troops,  formed  them  in  four 
columns,  regulars  in  the  centre,  and  provincials  on  the  flanks, 
and  marched  toward  the  enemy’s  advanced  guard,  compofed  of 
one  battalion,  polled  on  a  logged  camp,  which,  upon  our  ap¬ 
proach  they  deferted,  full  fetting  tire  to  their  tents,  and  deltroy- 
ing  every  thing  they  could;  but  as  their  retreat  was  very  precipi¬ 
tate,  they  left  feveral  things  behind,  which  they  had  not  time 
either  to  burn  or  carry  off.  In  this  camp  we  likewife  found  one 
prifoner  and  a  dead  man. 

The  army  in  the  foregoing  order  continued  their  march  through 

CL  the 
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To  repair  the  misfortune  of  this  bloody  defeat.  General 
Abercrombie  detached  Col.  Bradftreet  with  about  3000 
provincials  again  ft  fort  Frontenac.  The  Colonel  with 

great 


tne  wood  >  on  the  weft-fide,  with  a  defign  to  in  veil  Ticonderoga , 
but  the  wood  being  very  thick,  impaffabie  with  any  regularity" to 
iuch  a  body  of  men,  and  the  guides  unfkilful,  the  troops  were  be¬ 
wildered,  and  the  columns  broke,  failing  in  one  upon  another. 

Lord  Ho' we,  at  the  head  ol  the  right  centre  column,  fupported 
by  the  light  infantry,  being  advanced,  fell  in  with  a  French  party, 
fuppofed  to  confifi  of  about  400  regulars,  and  a  few  Indians ,  who 
had  likewife  loft  themfelves  in  the  retreat  from  the  advanced 
guard;  of  thefe  our  flankers  killed  a  great  many,  and  took  148 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  five  officers  and  three  cadets. 

But  this  fmali  fuccefs  coll  us  very  dear,  not  as  to  the  lofs,  of 
numbers,  for  we  had  only  two  officers  killed,  but  as  to  confe- 
quence,  his  lordlhip  being  the  flrll  man  that  fell  in  this  Ikirmifh* 
and  as  he  was,  very  delervedly,  univerfally  beloved  and  refpedled 
throughout  the  whole  army,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  grief  and 
condensation  his  untimely  fall  occafioned;  for  my  part,  I  cannot 

help  owning*  that  I  felt  it  molt  heavily,  and  lament  him  as  fin- 

cerelv. 

•/ 

The  7th,  the  troops  being  greatly  fatigued,  by  having  been 
one  whole  night  on  the  water,  the  following  day  conftantly  on 
foot,  and  the  next  day  under  arms,  added  to  their  being  in  want 
of  provifion,  having  dropped  what  they  had  brought  with  them, 
an  order  to  lighten  themfelves,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  return 
to  the  landing  place,  which  we  accordingfy  did  about  eight  that 
morning. 

About  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  fent  off  Lieut.  Col.  Bradftreet , 
with  the  44  th  regiment,  fix  companies  of  the  iirfl  battalion  of  the 
royal  Americans ,  the  batteau  men,  and  a  body  of  rangers  and  pro¬ 
vincials,  to  take  poffdfion  of  the  Saw-mill,  within  two  miles  of 
Ticonderoga* ,  which  he  foon  e  fie  died  :  as  the  enemy  who  were 

polled 

*  A  fort  built  about  two  years  ago  on  the  narrow  paffage  or 
communication  between  Lake  George  and  Champlain.  It  has  all 
the  advantages  that  naturfe  or  art  can  give  it,  being  defended  on 
three  Tides  by  wafer,  which  is  fui  rounded  by  rocks,  and  on  the 
hall  of  the  fourth  fide  by  a  fwamp,  and  where  that  fails,  there, 
the  i7rencb  had  ere&ed  an  entrenchment  and  breafi  worth  about  9 
feet  high.  It  is  in  the  way  to  Crown  L'oint ,  and  mull  be  taken  by 
our  forces  before  they  can  march  thither.  (See  the  Plate.) 
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great  prudence  and  vigour,  furmounted  great  difficulties, 
brought  his  army  to  Ofwego,  where  he  embarked  on  the 
Lake  Ontario,  and  arrived  at  Frontenac  the  2<cth  of  Au- 

gulf. 


polled  there,  after  deftroving  the  mill  and  breaking  down  their 
bridge,  had  retired  fome  time  before. 

Lieut.  Col.  Braajlreet  having  laid  another  bridge  a  crofs,  and 
having  fent  me  notice  of  his  being  in  pofTcflion  of  that  ground,  1 
accordingly  marched  thither  with  the  troops,  and  we  took  up  our 
quarters  there  that  night. 

The  prifoners  we  had  taken  being  unanimous  in  their  reports, 
that  the  French  had  eight  battalions,  fome  Canadians  and  colony 
troops,  in  all  about  6000,  encamped  before  their  fort,  who  were 
intrenching  themfelves,  and  throwing  up  a  breaft-vvork,  and  that 
they  expe&ed  a  reinforcement  of  3000  Canadians ,  befides  Indi¬ 
ans,  who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of  Monf.  de 
Levy,  to  make  a  diverfion  on  the  fide  of  the  Mohawk  river ;  but 
upon  intelligence  of  our  preparations  and  near  approach,  had  been 
repeatedly  recalled,  and  was  hourly  expelled;  it  was  thought 
moft  advifeable  to  Iofe  no  time  in  making  the  attack;  wherefore 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  I  fent  Mr.  Clerk,  the  .engineer, 
acrofs  the  river  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  recon¬ 
noitre  the  enemy’s  intrenchments. 

Upon  his  return,  and  favourable  report  of  the  practicability  of 
carrying  thofe  works,  if  attacked  before  they  were  Unified,  it  was 
agreed  to  form  them  that  very  day:  Accordingly  the  rangers, 
light  infantry,  and  the  right  wing  of  Provincials ,  were  ordered 
immediately  to  march  and  port  themfelves  in  a  line,  out  of  can¬ 
non  fhot  of  the  intrenchments;  the  right  extending  to  Lake 
George,  and  the  left  to  Lake  Champlain ,  in  order  that  the  regular 
troops,  defined  for  the  attack  of  the  intrenchments,  might  form 
on  their  rear. 

The  Piquets  were  to  begin  the  attack,  fuftained  by  the  grena¬ 
diers,  and  by  the  battalions:  the  whole  were  ordered  to  march 
up  orilkly,  rufh  upon  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  not  give  theirs,  until 
they  were  within  the  enemy’s  breaft-work. 

After  thele  orders  blued,  the  whole  army,  except  what  had 
been  left  at  the  landing-place  to  cover  and  guard  the  batteaux  and 
whale  boats,  and  a  Provincial  regiment  at  the  Saw-mill ,  were 
put  in  motion,  and  advanced  to  •  iconderoga,  where  they  unfor¬ 
tunately  iound  the  intrenchments,  nut  only  much  {Longer  than 
had  been  reprefented,  and  the  breaft-work  at  leaf  eight  or  nine 
feet  high  ;  but  likewife  the  ground  before  it  covered  with  felled 
trees,  the  ©ranches  pointed  outwards,  which  jo  fatigued  and  re- 

0^2  tarded 
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guft.  This  fort  Hands  at  the  communication  of  Lake  Qn-^ 
ta  io  with  he  river  St.  Lawrence,  the  entrance  into  which 
jiver  it  in  fome  manner  commands.  However,  for  a  poft 
of  fuch  moment,  it  was  poorly  fortified,  and  poorly  garri- 
foned.  It  was  taken  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  on 
Aug.  27.  our  fide,  in  lefs  than  two  days  after  it  had  been 
1  attacked.  'I  he  garrifon,  confiding  of  130  men, 

were  made  prifoners ;  nine  armed  (loops  were  taken  and 
burned:  and  a  large  quantity  of  provihons  amafled  there 
for  the  ufe  of  their  garrifons  to  the  fouthward,  was  deftroy- 
ed.  Col.  Bradllreet  having  performed  this  important  fer- 
vice,  returned.  Many  were  of  opinion,  that  fo  fine  apod 
ought  to  be  kept  and  ftrongly  garrifoned  ;  others  thought 
that  it  would  be  impoifible  to  preferve  a  place  at  fuch  a 
didance  from  our  own  edablidiments.  (c) 

It 


tarded  the  advancing  of  the  troops,  that  notwithdanding  all  their 
intrepidity  and  bravery,  which  I  cannot  too  much  commend,  we 
fulls  ned  fo  conliderable  a  lofs,  without  any  profpe£t  of  better 
fuccefs,  that  it  was  no  longer  prudent  to  remain  before  it;  and  it 
was  therefore  judged  neceifary,  for  the  prefervatiqn  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  fo  many  brave  men,  to  prevent  a  total  defeat,  that  we 
Ihould  make  the  bed  retreat  poffible :  Accordingly,  after  feveral 
repeated  attacks,  which  laded  upwards  of  four  hours,  under  the 
mod  duadvantageous  circumdances,  and  with  the  iols  of  464  re¬ 
gulars  killed,  29  miffing,  1 1 17  wounded;  and  87  Provincials  kik 
led,  8  miffing,  and  239  wounded,  officers  of  both  included,  I 
retired  to  the  camp  we  occupied  the  night  before,  with  the  bro¬ 
ken  remains  of  feveral  corps,  fending  away  all  the  wounded  to 
the  bateaux,  about  three  miles  didance;  and  early  the  next 
morning  we  arrived  there  ourfelves,  embarked,  and  reached  this 
place  tne  evening  of  the  9th.  Immediately  after  my  return  here, 
I  fent  the  wounded  officers  and  men  that  could  be  moved,  to  Fort 
Edward  and  Albany. 


(c)  Colonel  Braddreetb  Letter  to  General  Amherd,  on  the  Reducti¬ 
on  of  Fort  Frontenac. 

Ojhvego ,  Aug.  31,  1758. 


I  Landed  with  the  troops  within  a  mile  of  fort  Frontenae  with¬ 
out  opposition,  the  25th.  The  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners 

cl  war  the  27th,  between  7  and  8  in  the  morning - It  was 

a  fquare 
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It  is  very  poflible,  that  the  fuccefs  of  Col.  Bradftreet 
greatly  facilitated  that  of  the  expedition  under  Gen.  Forbes. 
The  General  had  had  a  very  tedious  and  troublefome  march, 
through  a  country  almoft  impaflable,  very  little  known, 
and  continually  ha  raffed  on  his  route  by  the  enemies  Indi¬ 
ans.  An  advanced  guard  of  this  army,  confiding  of  about 
800  men  under  Major  Grant,  had  mod  unaccountably  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Fort  du  Quefne,  with  a  dedgn  as  it  lhould  feem 
of  reducing  the  place  by  a  coup  de  main ;  but  the  garrifoij. 
fuddenly  tallying  out  and  attacking  them  warmly  on  all  ddes, 
killed  and  made  prifoners  many  of  this  party,  and  difperfed 
the  red:.  This  was,  however,  their  lad  fuccefs ;  for  the 
body  of  the  army  being  conducted  with  greater  fkill  and  cir- 
cumfpedtion,  baffled  ail  their  attempts;  fo  that  the  French 
being  convinced  by  feveral  fkirmifiies  that  all  their  efforts 
to  furprize  the  troops,  or  interrupt  their  communication  were 
to  no  purpofe,  and  being  confcious  that  their  fort  was  not 
tenable  againd  a  regular  attack,  they  wifely  aban¬ 
doned  the  place  after  dedroying  their  works;  and  Nov.  24. 
fell  down  the  Ohio,  to  the  number  of  4  or  500 
men,  towards  their  more  fouthern  fettlements.  Gen.  For¬ 
bes  once  more  erected  the  Englifh  flag  on  Fort 
du  Quefne.  Without  any  redd  a  nee  we  became 

maders 


25th. 


a  fquare  fort  of  100  yards  the  exterior  fide,  and  had  in  it  110 
men,  fome  women,  children,  an  &  Indians,  60  pieces  of  cannon, 
(half  of  which  were  mounted)  fixteen  fmall  mortars,  with  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  proyifions  and  goods,  to  be  fent  to  the  troops 
gone  tooppofe  Brig.  Gen.  Forbes ,  their  weilern  garrifons,  Indians , 
and  to  fupport  the  army  under  the  command  of  M.  Levy,  on  his 
intended  enterprize  againd  the  Mohawk  river,  valued  by  the 

French  at  800,000  livres. - \\  e  have  like  wife  taken  9  vef- 

fels  from  8  to  18  guns,  which  are  all  they  have  upon  tjie  lake, 
two  of  which  I  have  brought  here;  one  richly  laden  ;  and  the  red 
and  the  provisions  I  have  burnt  and  dedroyed,  together  with  the 
fort,  artillery,  dores,  ifJc.  agreeable  to  your  excellency’s  inflru&i- 
ons,  lhould  1  lucceed.  Thegarrifon  made  no  fcruple  of  laying, 
that  their  troops  to  the  fouthvvard  and  wedern  garrifons  will  dif¬ 
fer  greatly,  if  not  entirely  darve,  for  want  of  the  proviflons  and 
veflels  we  have  dedroyed,  as  they  have  not  any  left  to  bring 
them  home  from  Niagara.  -  ■■■  The  terms  on  which  the 
garrifon  furrendered  were  prifoners  of  war,  until  exchanged  for 
equal  numbers  and  rank. 
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mailers  in  the  third  year  after  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  of  that  fortrefs,  the  contention  for  which  had 
kindled  up  the  flames  of  fo  general  and  definitive  a  war. 
This  place  with  its  mailers  has  changed  its  name,  and  is 
called  Pittfburg,  with  a  propriety  which  does  not  need  to 
be  pointed  out.  (d) 

Notwithllanding  the  unhappy  affair  at  Ticonderoga,  the 
campaign  of  1758  in  America  was  very  advantageous,  and 
very  honourable  to  the  Englilh  intereft.  Louilbourg,  St. 
John’s,  Frontenac,  and  du  Qiiefne  reduced,  remove  from 

'  our 


(d)  Brigadier  General  Forbes V  Letter  on  his  taking  of  Fort  du 

Quefne. 

/ 

^  ^  T  Have  the  pleafure  of  acquainting  you  with  the  lingal 
JL  fuccefs  of  his  majelly’s  arms  over  all  his  enemies  on  the 
Ohio,  by  having  obliged  them  to  burn,  and  abandon  their  Fort  du 
Quefne,  which  they  effected  upon  the  24th  inft.  and  of  which 

I  took  pofleffiop  with  my  light  troops  the  fame  evening,  and  with 

my  little  army  theaiext  day. - The  enemy  made  their  ef- 

cape  down  the  river,  pert  in  boats,  and  part  by  land,  to  their  forts 
and  fettlements  upon  the  Mijfifippi ,  having  been  abandoned,  or, 
at  lead,  notfeconaed,  by  their  friends  the  Indians ,  whom  we  had 
previoufly  engaged  to  art  a  neutral  part,  after  thoroughly  convinc¬ 
ing  them,  in  feveral  Ikirmilhes,  that  all  their  attempts  upon  our 
advanced  polls,  in  order  to  cut  of  our  communication,  were  vain, 
and  to  no  purpofe;  fo  they  no\V  feem  all  willing,  and  well  difpo- 
fed  to  embrace  his  majelly’s  moll  gracious  protection. 

Give  me  leave,  therefore,  to  congratulate  you  upon  this  impor¬ 
tant  event,  of  having  expelled  the  French  from  Fort  du  Quefne , 
and  this  prodigious  trart  of  fine  rich  country  ;  and  of  having,  in 
a  manner,  reconciled  the  various  tribes,  and  nations  of  Indians , 
inhabiting  it,  to  his  majelly’s  government. 

So  far  I  had  wrote  you  the  26th,  but  being  feized  with  an  infla- 
mation  in  my  ftomach,  and  liver,  the  fharpell  and  moll  fevere  of 
all  dillempers,  I  could  proceed  no  farther;  and,  as  I  have  a  thou¬ 
sand  things  to  fay,  have  ordered  Major  Halkett  down  the  country, 
in  order  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  I  proceeded,  and  the 
various,  and  almoll  infurmountable  difficulties  I  had  to  grapple 
with. 

I  fhall  leave  this  as  foon  as  I  am  able  to  Hand;  but  God 
knows  when,  or  if  ever  I  reach  Philadelphia. 

1  expert  the  heads  of  all  the  Indians  in  here  to  morrow,  when 
1  hope  very  foon  to  finilh  with  them. 


miifc 
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our  colonies  all  terror  of  the  Indian  incurfions,  draw  from 
the  French  thole  ufeful  allies,  free  our  frontiers  from  the 
yoke  of  their  enemies  forts,  make  their  fupplies  difficult, 
their  communications  precarious,  and  all  their  defenllve  or 
offenfive  operations  uneffedlive ;  whillb  their  country  unco¬ 
vered  of  its  principal  bulwarks,  lies  open  to  the  heart,  and 
affords  the  moil  pleafing  profpedls  of  fuccefs  to  the  vigorous 
mealures  which  we  may  be  allured  will  be  taken  in  the  next 
campaign.  Gen.  Amherft  is  now  commander. 

It  would  be  doing  great  injuftice  to  the  fpirit  and  conduct 
of  the  miniftry,  not  to  cbferve,  that  thev  omitted  to  diltrefs 
the  enemy  in  no  part,  and  that  their  plans  of  operation  were 
as  extenfive  as  they  were  vigorous. 

T  wo  (hips  of  the  line  with  fome  frigates,  were 
fent  early  in  the  fpring  to  the  coalt  of  Africa,  to  Mar.  9, 
drive  the  French  from  their  fettlements  there. 

.They  entered  the  river  Senegal,  and  in  fpite  of  the  obftruc- 
tion  cf  a  dangerous  bar,  which  the  Ihips  of  war 
could  not  pafs,  they  obliged  the  French  fort  May.  1. 
which  commands  the  river  to  furrender.  And  on 
the  29th  of  December  following,  Commodore  Keppel, 
with  the  affiftance  of  fome  troops  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Worge,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  illand  of 
Goree  and  its^  forts*  the  garrifon  furrendering  at  difcrction 
to  his  majefty’s  fquadron  (e).  By  thefe  fucceiies,  we  have 

taken 


(e)  Commodore  Keppel’/  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  on  bis  taking 

the  IJland  of  Goree. 


SIR, 

Arr'ved  here  with  the  fquadron  under  my  command  the  28th 
of  December  pall:  in  the  evening;  and  the  next  morning 
agreeable  to  his  majeily’s  inftrudions,  1  attacked  with  the  imps, 
\  e  an<^  battc-ries  on  the  illand  of  Goree,  which  were  loon  re- 
ouced  to  alk  to  capitulate;  and  the  Governor’s  demands  were,  to 
be  allowed  to  march  the  French  troops  outof  the  garrifon  with 
the  honours  of  war.  His  terms  I  absolutely  rejeded  and  began  a 
treih  attack  ;  it  was,  however,  but  of  a  very  fhort  duration,  when 

the  ifiand,  forts,  garrifon,  fcfr.  furrendered  at  dilcretion  to  his 
majetty  s  fquadron. 

Lieut.  Col.  Worge  had  his  troops  embark’d  in  the  flat-bottomed 

boats. 
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taken  from  the  enemy  one  of  the  moft  valuable  branches  of 


their 


boats,  in  good  order  and  readinefs,  at  a  proper  difiance,  with  the 


tranfports,  to  attempt  a  defcent,  when  it  fhould  be  found  practi¬ 
cable  or  requinte. 

Two  days  after  the  furrender  of  the  ifiand,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
delivered  up,  with  the  cannon,  artillery,  ftores,  and  provifions, 
&c.  to  the  officer  and  troops  Lieutenant  Colonel  Worge  thought 
fit  to  garrifon  the  place  with;  and  the  colonel  is  taking  all  ima¬ 
ginable  pains  to  fettle  and  regulate  the  garrifon  in  the  beft  man¬ 
ner,  and  as  fail  as  things  will  admit  of. 

The  inclofed.  Sir,  is  the  ftate  of  the  ifiand,  with  the  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  found  in  the  place  at  its  fur-* 
render. 

French,  made  prifoners  of  war,  300, 

Blacks,  inarms,  a  great  number ;  but  I  am  not  well  enough 
informed  as  yet  to  fay  precifely. 

Thelofs  the  enemy  fuftained,  as  to  men,  is  fo  very  differently 
fiated  to  me  by  thofe  that  have  been  aiked,  that  I  mull  defer  fay¬ 
ing  the  number  till  another  opportunity. 

Iron  ordnance  of  different  bores,  93;  one  brafs  12-pounder; 
iron  fwivels  mounted  on  carriages,  1 1 ;  brais  mortars  mounted 
on  beds,  two  of  13  inches;  ditto,  one  of  jo  inches;  iron,  one 
of  10  inches.  In  the  magazine,  powder,  ico  barrels.  Provi¬ 
fions  of  all  fpecies  for  400  men  for  four  months. 

Explanation  of  the  Plan  of  the  If  and  of  Goree. 

A.  The  negroe  village.  neer’s  laboratory. 

B.  The  company’s  gardens,  Cfr.  P.  The  armourer’s  apartment 

C.  The  flavery. '  and  forge. 

D.  The  negroes  fountain.  T  he  governor’s  apartment 

E.  The  company’s  fountain.  and  garden,  &c. 

F.  The  gov  rnor’s  fountain.  R-  A  ciftern  R.  R.  A  cifiern 

G.  The  hofpital.  '  unfinifhed. 

H.  The  chapel.  S.  A  powder  magazine. 

L  T he  officers  houfe  unfinifli-  T.  Shades  for  water  cafks, 

ed.  W,  The  landing  beach,  and  en~ 

fv.  Hutts  for  labourers.  try  into  the  parade 

L.  rfhe  barracks  for  carpenters.  V.  The  court  of  the  lfort  of  St. 


M.  The  apartment  for  bombar- 


N.  Officers,  fiore-houfes,  and 

barracks  for  foldiers. 

O.  The  pharmacy  and  engi- 


oiers. 


Francis. 

X.  The  fhatv  bles. 

Y.  The  burying  place. 

Z.  Ditto  for  the  negroes. 
&.  A  rain  water  cifiern. 


Explanation * 
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Y.  The  burying  place. 

Z.  Ditto  for  the  negroes. 

&.  A  rain  water  cittern. 
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their  commerce,  and  one  of  the  moil  capable  of  abundant 
improvement. 


From 


.  •  _ • 

. . . .  ■  ■  1  »  *■—  ■■  . . 

Explanation  of  the  Batteries. 


1.  The  grand  battery  9  guns. 

2.  The  falute  battery  7 

(fmall)  \  ^guns. 

3‘  Si,  Philip’s  battery  3  guns. 

4.  St.  Peter’s  battery  r  guns. 

5.  Citadel  of  St.  Mi-  7  , 
chael,  en  barbet  ]  ^  guns. 

6.  North  point  batte-  7  9  guns. 

rV  j  1  fplit. 

7.  Mortar  battery  8  guns. 

8.  Weft  point  battery  3  gUns. 
9*  A  battery  unfimfti’d  3  guns. 
10.  Ncgroe  batteries  10 guns. 


f  Four  half  moonl 
1 1  <  batteries  en  bar-  >13  guns. 
L  bet  on  the  hill.  } 

1 2.  Two  flanking  bat-  ? 

teries  for  the  bay  3  ^  £un-9 

13.  Three  paflage  } 

batteries  |  7  g^s. 

14.  Three  brafs  one  7  4mortars 
iron  mortars  J  1  damag. 

15.  On  St.  Francis  7  12  guns, 

fort  J  1  fplit.  , 

Total  iiopieces. 


the*rX-r  TT  ^elga’  ,0r  geneSal>  is  in  one  of  thofe  channels  of 

'  i  E  gtr’  by  WhlCh  U  18  fuPP°fed  to  difeharge  its  waters 
into  the.  Atlantic  ocean :  The  river Niger,  according2  to  the  beft 

maps,  nfes  m  the  call  of  Africa-,  and  after  a  courfe  of%oo 

fear‘y  dae  weft,  divides  into  three  branches,  th<>  rioft 

Cambtyllc  hl?  IS  th!i STgal’  as  above;  the  Hliddle  is  the 

Gambia,  01  G umbra ,  and  the  moft  fouthern,  Rio  Grand,  Se 

f  ™ Ptlcs  “felf  mto  the  Atlantic  ocean  in  ,6*  north  lat 
x  he  entrance  of  Uls  guarded  by  feveral  forts,  the  pnneipa  of 
which  is  Fort  W,,  built  on  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name  ft 
is  a  quadrangular  fort,  with  two  baftions,  and  of  no  inconflde 
table  ftrength.  At  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  a  bar  "he  beft 

oraSthefrfromffi^  7 Vi0”*  M"lb  ‘°  or  W! 

I.r'  Sfb.llT'7  «■  of  .Wflhe, 

from  C„f,  nll  ll/dbllblb  T  ,b'  wkofc  ,™i' 

Thp  Til ,  i  to  tne  rner  Gambia,  which  is  near  roo  miles 

forr  vl  r6re  /the  P'1  Wh0  fettIed  Senegal,  and  Sbuih  two 
.  i  ..e  I' tench  made  themlelves  matters  of  them  in  irUs 

~t  ?h™  rt'i  *r  ’  b,“ 

ana  have  kept  them  ever  fmce.  They  built  Fnr* 
Wm  i6(j2,  and  have  beyond  it  a  multitude  of  otlt  feftle 
’  extending  200  lsagl,es  up  the  river.  The  principal  com- 

i  modifies 
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From  the  Eaft  Indies  we  have  this  year  heard  nothing 
Remarkable.  It  docs  not  feem  that  the  French,  notwithfiand- 
ing  the  great  ftruggle  they  made  to  fend  out  a  ftrong  arma¬ 
ment  under  Gen.  Lally,  have  been  in  a  condition  to  enter- 
prife  any  thing.  It  is  laid,  and  probably  with  good  founda¬ 
tion,  that  the  greateft  part  of  that  force  was  dwindled  away 
with  ficknefs  during  the  voyage.  Our  naval  force  was  ex¬ 
erted  with  fpirit  and  effect  in  the  Mediterranean.  The 
French  found  that  the  poffeiTion  of  Minorca  could  not  drive 
us  from  the  dominion  of  the  Mediterranean,  where  Admi¬ 
ral  Olhorn  gave  the  enemies  maritime  ftrength  fuch  blows, 
as  they  muff  long  feel,  and  which  merited  him  the  greater! 
of  ail  honours*  to  be  joined  with  the  conquerors  of  Louis- 
bourg,  in  the  thanks  of  the  reprefentative  body  of  their 
country. 

The  coming  year  feems  big  with  great  events.  In  Ger¬ 
many  the  affairs  of  the  rival  powers  of  PrufFia  and  Auflria, 
appear  to  be  more  nearly  ballanced  than  at  any  time  fmce 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  This  force  is  as  great  as  ever, 
and  their  animofity  is  no  way  leflened.  Great  ffeps  are  ta¬ 
ken  to  afFemble  powerful  armies  on  the  Rhine;  whilff  Great 
Britain  has  fentout  two  confiderable  armaments,  one  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  other  to  Africa;  the  fuccefs  of  which  muft 
go  a  great  way  towards  determining  the  iflue  of  the  war. 
Other  great  preparations  are  alfo  making  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  enraged  at 
the  captures  of  their  fhips,  make  complaints,  and  threaten 
armaments.  The  death  of  the  Princefs  oi  Orange,  which 
happened  at  a  moft  critical  juncture,  adds  more  perplexity 
to  affairs  in  that  quarter.  If  we  look  to  the  fouthward,  the 
clouds  feem  gathering  there  alfo.  The  imminent  death  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  will  be  an  event  fruitful  of  troubles.  In 
this  affair  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  will  find  themfelves  concerned;  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  maritime  powers.  In  a  word,  the  flame 
of  war  threatens  to  fpread  in  every  part  of  Europe. 


iriodities  which  the  Trench  import  from  this  fettlement  are,  that 
valuable  article  gum  fenega,  hides,  bees- wax,  elephants  teeth, 
cotton,  gold  dull,  negroe  fUves,  oftrich  feathers,  ambergris, 
indigo,  and  rivet. 


1 


•1758.  ’The  History  of  /^War,  151 

Ac  prefent  we  are  obliged  to  bay  all  our  gum  fenega  of  the 
Dutch ,  whopurchafe  it  from  the  French',  and  they  fet  vvhat  price 
they  pleafe  oi  )t.  .out  as  the  trade  to  /tj^ricu  is  now  open,  by 
this  important  acquifnion,  the  price  of  this  valuable  drug,  which 

is  fo  much  ufed  in  feverai  of  our  manufactures,  will  be  much 
reduced. 
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CHAP.  I. 


The  inclinations  of  the  Powers  at  war  at  the  clofing  the  lajl 
campaign .  The  King  of  Spain  s  death  apprehended .  Con¬ 
dition  of  the  King  of  Prujfa ,  Emprefs  J^ueen,  Rujfia , 


Sweden ,  Holland ,  France ,  England, 

WHOEVER  reflects  upon  the  conclufion  of  the 
feveral  campaigns  fince  the  year  1755,  will 
eafily  perceive  that  at  the  end  of  the  laft,  the 


fortune  of  the  feveral  powers  at  war  feemed 


more  nearly  upon  a  .ballance,  than  it  had  been  at  the  clofe 
of  any  of  the  former.  The  campaign  was  rather  lefs 
bloody,  than  that  which  immediately  proceeded  it;  and  it 
was  not  concluded  with  any  adlion  of  fuch  an  eclat,  as  could 
greatly  raife,  or  deprefs  the  hopes  of  any  of  the  contending 
parties.  All  parties  became  more  cautious;  becaufe  it  be¬ 
came  every  day  more  evident,  that  the  fortune  of  war  was 
not  to  be  decided  by  any  fingle  ftroke.,  however  confiderable. 


The 

<  1 
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The  prize  was  referved  for  the  player  of  the  fkilful  games 
*or  the  molt  attentive  patience:  for  the  greateft  depth  of 
refources.  An  equality  of  this  kind  feemed  at  laft  to  pro- 
mile  Europe  feme  repofe.  All  fides  might  now  give  and 
receive  honourable  and  equitable  terms;,  and  peace  mio-ht 
be  fettled  on  that  footing,  on  which  it  has  been  ufualiy  made 
forfome  time  paft,  in  our  part  of  the  world.  But  the  o-reat 
defigns  entertained  by  each  power;  revenge  imbittered  bv 
the  blows  which  all  had  felt  in  their  turns,  the  conf, deration 
o  the  vaft  expences  that  fell  upon  all,  and  which  a  peace 
at  tr.a.  time  would  have  made  fruitlefs;  even  the  hopes 
aniing  from  the  equivocal  appearances  of  the  laid  campaign, 
ettranged  every  court  from  the  difpofition  to  peace.  Info- 
much  that  there  were  no  terms  diredtly  offered  by  any  of 
the  belligerent  powers ;  nor  did  any  of  the  neutral  interpofe 
their  mediation.  Befides  thefe,  another  caufe  operated 
powerfully;  a  great  event  was  hourly  expected  about  this 
timej  aa  event  which  threatened  to  involve  the  Southern 
p  r  s  of  Europe  in  the  calamities  of  that  war,  that  had  fo 
ong  wafted  tne  Northern;  and  which,  whenever  it  Ihould 
take  place,  threatened  to  render  the  political  fyftem  infi- 

newytuTme  and  Probab]y  to  give  the  war  quite  a 

tmn  he  Krng  °-f  Sp,ain’  hy  the  force  of  a  conjugal  affec- 

0-,p’  iT jfo  fSen  -m  that  dlSnity>.  flnce  the  death  of  his 
Queen  had  been  given  up  to  a  melancholy,  which  preyed 

upon  his  health,  and  affected  his  underftand  n-.  His  Eh 

?bk  time.  The 

,~0  a  pics,  Don  Carlofs,  was  next  in  the  order  of  fuc 

cefiion.  In  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  ft  had  been 

agreed,  that  thedutchies  of  Parma,  Placentia  and  Gu ‘ftallT 

Ca°rl  m  °red  t0  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in  cafe  Don 

Carlos  Ihould  ever  come  to  the  crown  of  Spain  Thefe 

countries  were  at  the  end  of  that  war  ;n  ft,,.  '  f- ", 

Emprefs  Queen,  or  her  allies.  Her ‘imperial  Ma  iefty^d 

fet  up  a  claim  to  the  reverfion  of  thefe  dutchies,  on  the  ex 

lnftion  of  iffue  male  m  the  houfe  of  Farnefe  B„t  rh 
amb.tlon  of  the  Q,jeen  of  Spain  fQ  ma  *he 

Sovereigns,  put  powerful  bars  in  her  wav  to  it  Tir 
to  that  GfiEfaff  li‘C(!ul»--U«,  who.h  |»,FI„| 

fo,  Do„  phjjip>  Si  “  £ 


1 34  The  History  of  the  War.  1759.” 

Spain,  provided,  that  whenever  the  event,  which  we  have 
mentioned  above,  fhould  take  place,  that  is  to  fay,  the  ac- 
cefiion  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  then  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Naples  and  Sicily  fhould  pafs  to  the  infant  Don 
Philip,  and  the  dutchies  which  farmed  his  eftablifhment 
fhould  refer  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  King  of  Naples,  not  without  reafon,  looked  upon 
this  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  as  injurious  to 
his  rights 5  accordingly  he  never  acceded  to  it.  No  method 
in  this  cafe  could  be  feen,  which  might  prevent  matters 
from  coining  to  extremities,  except  the  fituation  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  engaged  as  file  was  with  a  powerful  adverfary,  who 
kept  her  forces  ftrained  to  the  utmoft  pitch.  She  was  in  no 
condition  to  engage  in  a  new  war,  however  interefting  the 
object  might  be.  Her  ally  trance,  who  fo  ineffectually 
affifted  her  in  Germany,  could  not  probably  afiift  her  with 
more  effedt  in  Italy;  fhe  therefore  feemed  to  have  no  other 
part  left,  than  to  acquiefce  for  t;he  prefent,  and  wait  in 
filence  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  affert  her  claims. 
The  event  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  death  has  fince  happened. 
It  has  produced  none  of  thefe  immediate  effects  which  were 
apprehended ;  and  this  probably  proceeded  from  the  caufe 
which  we  have  juft  now'  hinted.  A  dead  calm  at  prefent 
broods  over  Italy.  But  in  this  tranquility  and  filence  theie 
are  materials  gathering,  which  may  in  no  very  diftant  period 
burft  in  a  terrible  tempeft  over  that  delightful  country. 
They  are  very  nearly  the  fame  that  produced  the  laft  trou¬ 
bles  there,  and  may  not  only  revive  them,  but  fpread  the 
horrors  of  war  once  more  overall  Europe. 

Such  were  the  inclinations  of  the  powers  at  wrar  at  the 
opening  of  this  year;  their  ftrength  feemed  alfo  very  entire  ; 
in  particular,  the  refources  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  appeared 
aftonifhing,  after  the  great  blows  he  had  lufferetl ;  and  artei 
the  advantages  he  had  gained,  but  gained  at  fo  nigh  a  P^ce* 
He  was  ftill  able  to  fhew  himfelf  the  father  and  benefador, 
as  well  as  the  protedor  of  his  people.  In  the  midft  of  the 
devouring  wafte  of  fuch  an  expenfive  war,  from  the  funds 
of  his  ceconomy  he  was  enabled  to  remit  the  taxes  to  thofe 
parts  of  his  dominions,  which  had  fuftered  from  the  Ruffian 
barbarity;  he  even  advanced  money  to  thofe  which  had 

fuffered  the  moft  confiderably. 

To  take  a  nearer  view  of  his  fituation,  we  mult  oblerve, 

that  the  whole  kingdom  of  Pruffia  ftill  remained  in  the 


I 
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hands  of  the  Mufcovites.  The  dutchy  of  Cleves,  together 
with  his  other  pofieflions  on  the  Rhine,  could  vield  him 
nothing;  they  were  held  by  the  French;  but  in  'thefe  ref- 
pedts,  his  fituation  was  not  worfe  than  it  had  been,  almoft 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  He  had  to  ballance  thefe 
loiles,  the  rich  country  of  Saxony,  which  he  had  twice  in 
one  campaign  wiefted  from  the  hands  of  the  Audrians.  Add 
to  this,  the  renewal  of  the  fubfidy  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
on  the  advantageous  terms  of  the  former  year.  Thefe  were 
undoubtedly  great  fupports ;  and  the  King  feemed  as  entire 
in  power,  and  more  advanced  in  reputation  than  ever. 

But  to  a  more  critical  examination,  things  had  an  afped 
not  quite  fo  favourable.  This  appearance  was  rather  fpe- 
nous  than  entirely  folid;  and  whild  all.without  looked  full 
and  fair,  within  there  was  a  decay  of  fubdance,  and  an 
hollownefs  that  rung  at  the  flighted:  touch.  That  incom¬ 
parable  body  of  troops,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 
had  given  him  fo  great  a  fuperiority,  no  longer  exifted  in 
e  perfons.  If  his  troops  derived  advantages  from  a 
Jong  ; fenes  ot  a &ive  fervice,  thefe  advantages  were  equally 
on  t  e  1  e  of  the  enemy.  His  army  had  known  what  it 
is  to  be  beaten;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  if  a  fort  of  wearinefs 
and  defpair  began  to  creep  upon  them,  after  fuch  an  infi¬ 
nite  train  of  unrewarded  fatigues,  when  they  faw  that  fo 
many  wonderful  exploits  had  not  yet  ended  the  war  in 
u  u!  favour.  Many  of  his  bed:  generals  had  been  killed  in 
a.tle,  or  died  or  had  retired,  or  were  difgraced.  The 
hoards  which  he  had  amafi'ed  before  the  war,  by  this 
time  mull  have  been  mtirely  fpent;  his  dominions  mud 
h  ive  been  greatly  exhauded,  both  of  men  and  money 
oaxony,  could  no  longer  yield  fuch  fupplies  as  formerly 
he  indigence  of  the  fubdued  inhabitants,  fet  bounds  fo 
the  rapacity  of  the  conqueror.  The  fubfidy  ofGre.u 
Bit  tain  did  a  great  deal ;  but  it  could  not  fupply  the  de- 

miencits  on  this;  and  on  every  other  fide.  Thefe  circum 

%&£$%■££  dK  Ki"s  »f  “ «»«  ««•»» 

as  ThT  f°Urt  °/,7'e"na  had  as  great  burthens  to  fudain 
b  ows  kTKg  °  rU®3’  and  /he  had  Offered  much  greater 

Se  L  ha  P°Wer  haS  3  ftrei'gth,  fomewhat  unaccoun  t- 

fuids  thaT  *1  hCrfdf-  M°re  deficieilt  “>  pecuniary 
unds  than  any  other  great  power  in  Europe,  fhe  is  better 

able  to  iubfid,  and  to  do  confiderable  things  without  them. 

For 


136  The  FiiSTORY  of  the  War.  1759 * 

For  by  a  long  habit,  the  whole  date  is  formed  to  its  necef- 
fities;  and  the  fubjedt  is  more  ready  to  iuppjy  free  quarter,- 
and  to  indure  military  licence  than  any  other.  The  coun¬ 
try  is  abundantly  fruitful  in  all  its  parts.  And  whi'ld  the 
war  is  carried  on  near  home,  an  arbitrary  government* 
operating  on  fo  extenfive  an  object,  can  hardly  fail  of  fuch 
refources,  as  muff  ferve  an  Auitrian  army;  which  is  Fill 
paid  in  a  great  meafure,  as  Tacitus  defcribes  the  troops  of 
the  antient  Germans  to  have  been  ;  they  have  a  plentiful 
table  in  lieu  of  pay .  (a) 

And  indeed  it  muff  be  owned,  that  there  is  no  Sovereign,* 
who  is  more  highly  honoured  in  his  dominions,  or  obeyed 
with  a  greater  mixture  of  love  and  reverence,  by  all  his 
fubjedts,  than  her  Imperial  Majeily.  So  that  having  a  very 
ample  power,  very  'willing  obedience,  a  large  territory  and 
many  men,  not  furEciently  employed  in  the  a  as  of  peace,  it 
perhaps  may  be  gueffed,  in  what  manner  fhe  has  been 
able  to  fupply  her  many  and  great  Ioffes,  and  to  continue  a 
war,  like  the  prefent,  better  than  dates  more  abundant  in 
money.  She  is  befides,  and  this  is  a  matter  or  no  imall 
confequence,  fupported  by  the  countenance,  the  authority* 
and  the  forces  of  the  Empire.  And  (lie  has  ror  her  allies 
the  firft,  and  mod  formidable  names  in  Europe.  In  the 
Wars  which  this  power  carried  on  in  the  lad,  and  in  this 
century,  though  ufually  not  very  luccefsful,  Ihe  has  always 
been  the  lad  to  defire  a  peace;  though  frequently  flow 
in  her  operations,  die  makes  amends  by  an  extraordinary 
perfeverance. 

This  flovvnefs  could  not  efcape  general  obfervation,  in 
the  actions  of  the  lad  year.  That  the  Andrians  did  not 
play  with  fufncient  fpirit,  the  great  game  which  was  in 
their  hands,  after  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen,  and  the  entry 
of  the  Ruffians  into  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburgh, 
feems  hardly  disputable.  Perhaps  it  was  that  the  court  of 
Vienna,  by  an  error  common  to  many  courts,  but  particu¬ 
larly  fo  to  this,  and  often  fatal  to  it,  interfered  too  much 
and  too  minutely,  in  the  operations  of  the  campaign. 

It  is  not  impoffible  that  the  character  of  Marfhal  Daun 
himfelf,  might  have  had  feme  fhare  in  this  inadiivity;  a 
character  alnioll;  in  all  things  the  diredt  reverie  of  that  of 

his 

(a)  Nam  f pulse  y  et  quanquam  incOmpti ,  largi  tamen  apparaiui 
pro JHpendio  cedunt.  Tacit,  do  modbus  Germ.  1 4.-' 
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his  Pruffian  Majefty.  He  Taw  that  the  King,  active,  refcr- 
lute  and  advantageous,  wafted  himfelf  even  by  that  activity 
and  fpirit,  to  which  he  owed  his  moft  brilliant  fucceftes. 
Should  the  Auftrians  carry  on  the  war  in  the  fame  fpirit, 
they  might  fuffer  in  the  fame  manner,  without  being  ever 
able  to  equal,  much  lefs  to  exceed  that  great  Monarch,  in 
a  ftile  of  adfion  peculiarly  his  own.  Daun  therefore  by 
principle,  feems  to  have  kept  his  army  from  coming  to 
adtion,  in  order  to  oppofe  a  ftrength  entire,  and  recruited 
by  a  long  reft,  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruftia,  wafted  by  the 
efforts  it  was  obliged  to  make  inceflantly,  and  on  every 
fide.  His  defign  feemed  to  be,  that  the  iftue  of  the  war 
fhould  rather  arife  from  the  general  refult  and  concurrence 
of  all  the  operations,  gradually  producing  a  folid  though  a 
flow  advantage,  than  from  the  efFedls  orf  a  bold,  quick,  and 
mafterly  ftroke.  In  fadt,  the  Auftrians  felt  all  the  benefits, 
and  all  the  ineonveniencies  which  ufually  attend  this  fort  of 
condudf,  acondudl  which  probably  loft  them  Saxony  in  the 
laft  campaign,  and  which  has  lecured  them  the  poffeffiori 
of  what  they  now  hold  in  that  country.  The  Auftrians 
and  Pruffians  watched  the  time  and  one  another,  and  came 
very  late  to  action. 

The  court  of  Peterfburg  ftill  adhered  to  its  old  fyftem, 
in  fpite  of  the  late  ill  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  and  all  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Britifh  minifter,  to  withdraw  her  from  her  al¬ 
liance.  If  fhe  had  fome  lofs  of  men,  it  was  the  leaft  lofs 
fhe  could  feel:  and  fhe  thought  that  whilft  the  war  was 
carried  on  at  the  expence  of  others,  the  redudlion  of  fo  near, 
fo  dreaded,  and  fo  hated  a  rival  as  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and 
the  opportunity  of  the  forming  her  troops  to  fervice,  and 
pei  feeling  her  officers,  were  objedts  of  confequence  enough 
to  keep  her  clofely  attached  to  her  firft  fentiments. 

The  Swedes  preferved  likewife  the  fame  connexion;  but 

they  continued  as  before,  an  inconfiderable,  and  inglorious 
part  of  the  war. 

Holland  pieferved  her  neutrality;  but  it  was  a  neutrality 
little  refpedled,  and  indeed  in  itfelf  little  refpedhble.  Di- 
v|^ec^n  ^er  councils,  attentive  only  to  private  interefts,  fhe 
di  gufted  the  Englifh,  and  neither  pleafed  nor  ferved  the 
rrench.  for  fome  of  the  fubjedls  of  that  republic  had  car¬ 
ried  on  the  trade  of  France  in  their  bottoms,  which  fubiedt- 
ed  them  to  frequent  captures  from  the  Englifh  men  of  war 
and  privateers.  This  prodoced  loud  complaints  in  Holland,. 

S  and 
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and  warm  remonftrances  to  the  court  of  London.  Thefe 
complaints  met  with  little  attention,  being  in  many  refpects 
but  indifferently  founded.  The  affair  was  drawn  out  in 
length,  until  the  difpute  was  extinguifhed  by  the  deftruction 
of  its  object;  fome  of  the  French  colonies  were  reduced, 
and  the  trade  in  the  others,  grown  too  fmall  and  too  hazar¬ 
dous  to  be  continued  longer  with  any  hope  of  advantage. 

The  a  ffairs  of  France  and  England  were  partly  connected 
with  the  general  fyftem,  and  partly  diftindtand  independent, 
France  perceived  that  the  ffrength  of  the  Englifh,  and  the 
exertion  of  that  ffrength,  increafed  continually  in  America  ; 
&e  knew  from  the  natural  inferiority  of  her  colonies,  and 
the  feeble  ftate  of  her  navy,  that  ihe'  could  not  in  reafon 
hope  for  great  fuccefs  in  that  quarter ;  for  which  reafon, 
although  fhe  fent  a  fleet  under  Monf.  Bcmpart  into  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  fome  men  of  war,  with  as  many  ftore  and 
tranfport  fhips  as  (lie  could  fteal  out  of  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  her  great  efforts  were  to  be  made  in  Europe  ;  (he 
had  two  objedds,  the  recovery  of  Hanover,  and  the  invafion 
of  thefe  iflands  ;  in  either  of  which  if  fhe  fucceeded,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  but  that  it  would  prove  a  fufficient  bal- 
lance  for  all  that  fhe  had  fuffered,  or  had  to  apprehend  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  obje&,  though  it  was  difficult 
to  attain  it,  and  though  if  it  fhould  be  attained,,  it  did 
not  promife  to  anfwer  her  purpofes  fo  well  as  the  latter, 
yet  it  was  upon  that  fhe  chiefly  depended.  Hitherto  in¬ 
deed  the  fuccefs  which  France  had  in  Germany,  was  not 
at  all  proportioned  to  the  prodigious  efforts  which  fhe 
made;  fhe  began  to  find  herfelf  much  exhauffed.  The 
wants  of  the  French  obliged  them  to  pay  little  refpedl  to 
neutral,  or  even  to  friendly  powers  ;  fo  that  the  efteem 
and  affiftance  which  they  had  in  Germany,  diminilhed  con¬ 
tinually.  They  eat  up  the  country,  and  feized  on  inch 
towns  as  were  convenient  to  them,  without  any  ceremony: 
yet  freed  from  all  thefe  reftraints,  their  army  had  made  very 
little  progrefs;  their  generals  had  not  displayed  any  great 
abilities,  and  their  army,  in  itfelf  very  badly  compofed, 
was  deficient  in  difeipline,  to  a  degree  which*  is  icaice^y 
credible.  They  kept  neither  guards  nor  pofts,  nor  cen- 
tinels ;  a  great  part  of  their  troops  wandered  from  ftie 
camp  into  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  returned  diunk. 

Their  councils  of  war  were  held  in  a  tumultuous  and  disor¬ 
derly 

/ 
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ilcily  manner ;  and  all  tneir  defigns  were  perfectly  known 
in  the  camp  of  the  allies,  where  a  very  different  picture 
was  exhibited,  with  regard  to  regularity  and  caution. 

The  French  troops  have  feveral  effential  defe&s  in 
their  conflitution,  which  prevent  them  from  equalling 
thoie  of  Germany,  and  other  nations.  Several  regiments 
are  in  a  manner  hereditary  in  great  families,  who  placed  at 
then  fiilc  outfec  at  a  very  high  point  of  military  rank*  think 
k  unneceffary  to  attain  the  qualifications,  which  lead  others 
to  it^  ftep  by  ftep.  As  to  the  reft  of  the  officers,  as  their 
pay  is  fmall  and  their  hopes  little,  fewftudythe  art  military, 
as  a  profeffion :  they  ferve  becaufe  it  is  the  falhion  to  do  fo, 
and  that  it  is  thought  neceffary  to  be  a  gentleman.  Thus 
thev  difpatch  their  bufmels  as  a  difagrecable  tafk;  and 
having  little  to  lofe  in  the  fervice,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to 
preLrve  a  due  iubordination.  The  common  men  are  little 
more  than  abjed  vaffals,  and  therefore  want  that  high  fpirit 
which  in  their  gentry  makes  fome  amends  for  the  want  of 
n  owl  edge  and  affiduity.  And  as  they  are  corrupted  by  the 
examp  e  of  their  luperiors,  fo  by  their  negligence  they  are 
eft  without  any  reftraint.  The  officers  do  not  chufe  to 
incur  the  ill  will  of  their  men,  or  to  give  themfelves  trouble, 
by  exercning  that  wholfome  feverity  in  which  the  health 
ana  vigour  of  military  difcipline  confift. 

1  he  German  common  people  are  indeed  in  a  {till  lower 
itafe  of  valialage  than  the  french,  and  might  therefore  be 
iuppofed  naturally,  no  better  foldiers;  but  their  bodies  are 

rrsoie  ro  aft  and  hardy;  their  treatment  is  fevere  and  ri<ro- 

rous,  them  fubordination  is  moft  exad,  which  makes  their 

dilap  me  perfect;  and  Germany  is  fo  habituated  to  war, 

that  ail  the  people  may  be  laid  to  be  born  foldiers.  Thefe 

L  ‘nSs  Slve  ^le  Germans  a  great  fuperiority  over  the  French  • 

a  lupenority  which  was  more  vilible  in  this,  than  in  anv 
former  v/ar.  -  J 

a  /  he[C  iet^Sr  ln  t'lc*r  army  were  increafed  by  the  low 
acC  ft  11  unces ,  which  caufed  their  troops  to  be 

ver^  n  paid.  he  Frencn  court  made  fome  attempts  to 
reep  up  t  eir  credit,  by  changing  their  former  methods  of 
rai  ing  money.  Mr.  Siihoute  was  made  comptroller  of  the 
finances,  and  the  farmers  general  were  removed  from  their 
former  employment  of  finding  the  fupplies.  New  methods 
were  divifed,  which  might  ftave  off  the-entire  ruin  of  their 
nances,  until  their  armies  in  Germany  could  ftrike  fome 

^  2  effedtua! 
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eftedtual  blow,  or  their  project  of  an  invafion,  which 
quieted  the  minds  of  the  people  in  fome  degree,  fhould  be 
put  in  execution. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  projedf,  France  had  formerly 
found  that  the  bare  report  of  fuch  a  defign  had  ferved  many 
material  purpofes;  but  in  England  things  had  Since  then, 
been  greatly  changed.  The  threats  of  an  invafion  increas¬ 
ed  our  internal  ftrength,  without  raifing  any  apprehenlions  ; 
they  in  a  great  meafure  executed  the  militia  acf,  which 
hardly  any  thing  elfe  could  have  put  in  execution ;  they 
increafed  the  regular  troops,  both  in  their  number  and  their 
Species.  England  for  the  firft  time  faw  light  hone  «nd 
light  foot.  There  reigned  in  both  houfes  the  moft  perfedt 
and  unprecedented  union.  Among  the  great  men  theie 
was  no  difference  that  could  in  the  leaf!  afiedt  the  conuudx 
of  the  war.  The  difpute  concerning  the  preference  of  the 
continental  and  the  marine  fyftem,  was  entirely  Silenced , 
becaufe  a  fyftem  took  place  which  comprehended  both,  and 
operated  in  both  as  fully  as  the  warmeft  advocates  of  either 
could  defire.  Never  did  England  keep  a  greater  numbci 
of  land  forces  on  foot,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in 
England,  in  America,  when  fhe  turned  all  her  power  to  her 
land  forces  only.  Never  did  fhe  cover  the  feas  with  fuci. 
formidable  fleets,  when  her  navy  alone  engaged  her  atten¬ 
tion.  Such  is  the  effedt  when  power  and  patriot hm  unite; 
when  liberty  and  order  kif s',  and  when  a  nation  fits  with  a 
happy  Security  under  the  (hade  of  abilities  which  flic  ha^ 
tried,  and  virtues  in  which  fhe  dares  to  confide. 

C  H  A  P.  II. 

1  < 

The*  allied  army  moves .  Succcfsful  fkinnijhes  on  the  fide  of 
the  allies .  Battle  of  Bergen.  Prince  Ferdinand  retires 
to  Windeken.  Plan  of  the  campaign .  General  .  IVober- 
fnoivs  expedition  into  Poland .  Prince •  Henry  s  into  Bo* 
hernia  and  Franconia.  General  Macguire  defeated,  bam- 
berg  pillaged.  Prince  Henry  returns  to  Saxony,  tlejje 

abandoned  by  the  allies. 

THE  Seizing  of  Francfort  in  the  laft  year,  by  a  moft 
flagrant  violation  of  the  liberties  of  the  Empire,  had 
given  the  French  and  their  allies  the  moft  material  advan¬ 
tage  they  had  acquired  in  the  campaign  \  for  it  lecurec  to 
J  them 
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them  the  courfe  of  the  Maine,  and  the  Rhine,  and  made  it 
eafy  to  them  to  receive  every  kind  of  reinforcement  and 
fupply.  It  fecured  likewife  that  communication  between 
them,  the  Imperial,  and  the  Auftrian  armies,  and  formed 
that  chain,  from  which  they  derived  no  fmall  benefit  of 
mutual  fuccourand  concurrence  in  their  operations.  Much 
depended  upon  their  being  diilodged  from  that  poll ;  as 
well  with  regard  to  the  fortune  ot  his  Britannic  Majefty  s 
army,  as  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  Such  a  ftroke  muft 
neceffarily  have  the  greateft  influence  on  the  events  of  the 
whole  enfuing  campaign.  Prince  Ferdinand,  fenfible  of 
this,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  permitted  him  to  enter  upon 
action,  drevy  his  troops  out  of  their  cantonments;  and  at 
the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  prepared  to  difiodge  them, 
before  they  could  receive  the  lupplies,  of  which  they  were 
in  daily  expectation.  The  reft  of  his  army,  confiding  of 
about  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men,  were  left  to  guard  the 
electorate,  and  to  watch  the  bifhoprick  of  Munfter.  Some 
detachments  of  Hanoverians  and  Pruflians  had,  in  the  latter 
end  of  February,  driven  the  Imperialifts  and  Auftrians  from 
the  pofts,  which  they  occupied  at  Erfurth  and  Eifinach, 
and  fome  places  in  the  country  of  HefTe;  this  drew  a  ftrong 
body  of  the  enemy  into  that  part,  which  pufhed  them  back  ; 
but  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  who  led  the  army 
of  the  allies  through  ways,  before  deemed  impaffable  to  an 
army,  defeated  them  in  fome  fevere  fkirmifhes  ;  feveral 
places  of  importance  were  taken ;  feveral  whole  battalions 
were  made  prifoners,  with  their  officers.  The  French, 
alarmed  at  the  vivacity  of  this  beginning,  judged  it  but  the 
prelude  to  fomething  more  decifive.  Accordingly  the  Duke 
of  Broglio  took  an  advantageous  poft,  near  Bergen,  at  a 
village  between  Francfort  and  Hanau,  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  the  Allies  fliould  mafter,  before  they  could  penetrate 
to  his  line.  This  place  he  had  made  his  right,  and  fecured 
his  flanks  and  centre  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  attack  could 
only  be  made  at  that  village. 

In  this  difpofitjon  was  the  French  army  when  the  Allies 
approached;  they  formed  thcmfelves  under  an  eminence, 
and  began  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Bergen,  between 
jiine  and  ten  in  the  morning  with  great  intrepidity.  They 
were  received  with  a  very  fevere  fire,  which  the  enemy 
had  prepared  for  them;  they  made  three  attacks  in  the 
fpace  of  about  two  hours,  and  were  every  time  repulfed. 

»  Prince 
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I  rince  Ferdinand  now  obferved  that  the  enemy  ftill  kent 
a  good  countenance  in  their  poll,  and  that  his  own  troops 
began  to  fall  into  fome  diforder.  This  able  general,  who 
never  i  ifques  his  fortune  on  a  fingle  throw,  began  to  think 
of  a  retreat,  whilft  his  lofs  was  yet  inconfiderable,  and 
the  diiorder  of  his  men  eafily  to  be  repaired.  But  a 
retieat  in  the  lace  of  a  victorious  enemy,  was  hazardous; 
and  the  day  was  not  yet  above  half  fpent.  In  this  exigence 
he  made  fuch  movements,  as  ftrongly  indicated  a  defwn  of 
falling  oijce  more  upon  the  village,  in  the  enemy’s  rio-ht, 
and  of  making  at  the  fame  time  a  hew  attack  upon  their 
left.  Thefe  appearances  were  farther  countenanced  by  a 
cannonode,  on  both  thefe  polls,  fupported  with  an  uncom¬ 
mon  fury..  Fhe  P  rench  deceived  by  thefe  manoeuvres, 
xept  clofe  in  their  polls ;  they  expe&ed  a  new  and  a  lively 
attack  every  moment;  they  returned  the  cannonade  as 
biifkly  as  they  could;  and  in  this  pofture  things  continued 
until  night  came  on,  when  the  prince  made  an  eafy  retreat, 
without  diforder,  or  moleftation,  and  halted  at  Windeken! 

In  this  aCtion  the  lofs  of  the  allies  was  about  two 
thoufand  in  every  way  :  that  of  the  French  was  by  no 
means  lefs  conliderable.  The  allies  indeed  fuffered  no¬ 
thing  m  their  reputation;  their  countenance  through  the 
whole  aCtion  having  :  een  excellent.  Prince  Ferdinand 
gained  as  much  honour,  and  dilplayed  as  much  fkill,  as 
could  have  been  obtained,  or  fhew^n  upon  a  more  fortunate 
occafion.  The  event  however  was,  in  its  confequences,  far 
from  indifferent;  for  the  allies  having  miffed  this  blow, 
the  French  Hill  kept  Francfort,  and  all  advantages  which 
they  cnew  irom  that  lituation  ;  they  had  time  and  means  to 
receive  their  reinforcements ;  and  they  acquired  in  a  fhort 
fpace  luch  a  luperiority,  as  obliged  prince  Ferdinand  to 
content  himfelf  with  aCIing  on  the  defenfive,  for  a  long¬ 
time  after. 

^  The  advantages  which  would  have  ari fen  from  another 
iffue  of  that  battle  appeared  more  fully,  from  the  operati¬ 
ons  which  were  carrying  on  the  fide  of  Bohemia,  and 
which  probably  were  defigned  to  concur  with  thofe  of  the 
prince,  in  fome  grand  and  comprehenfive  fcheme.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  the  army  of  the  allies,  and  thofe  of  his 
Pruffian  Majeffy,  had  determined  to  a<ff  in  concert,  and 
bad  fettled  fome  plan  for  thatpurpofe;  and  though  it  fhould 
riot  be  difeovered  with  equal  certainty,  what  that  plan  was, 

it 
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it  may  not  however  be  unpleafant  to  trace  it;  as  far  at 
iealt  as  a  reafonable  conjecture,  guided  by  the  lights  de¬ 
rived  from  the  tendency  of  each  operation,  may  lead  us* 
For  if  we  fucceed  at  all,  in  fuch  an  attempt,  it  aiffufes  at 
wonderful  clearnefs  over  the  whole  narrative. 

It  is  not  impoilible  then,  that  it  was  defigned  in  the  firft 
place,  to  keep  the  Ruifians  at  a  diftance,  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  iummer,  by  the  deftrudfion  of  their  magazines  in 
Poland.  1l  hat  on  the  other  fide  prince  Ferdinand  fhould  - 
attempt  to  drive  the  French  towards  the  Rhine,  and  to  get 
between  them  and  the  army  of  the  Empire;  which  having 
thus  loll  its  communication  with  the  French,  prince  Plenty 
lhould  rufh  out  of  Saxony,  and  fall  upon  them  in  Bohemia 
and  P  ranconia,  and  cut  off  alfo  their  communication  with 
the  great  body  of  the  Auftrians.  Then  the  Imperialifts, 
would  find  themfelves  fituated  between  two  hoftile  and  fu- 
perior  armies;  whilff  in  Bohemia,  Marfhal  Daun  would  be 
either  obliged  to  ti y  his  fortune  fingle  handed,  with  the 
King  of  Prullia,  or  totally  to  abandon  that  kingdom,  into 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Pruffians  to  enter,  in  op- 
pofite  parts  at  once. 

i  he  fir  ft  part  of  this  plan  was  executed  with  great  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.  So  early  as  the  23d  of  f  ebruary  the  Pruflian 
general  Woberfnow  marched  into  Poland  from  Glogau  in 
Silelia,  with  forty-fix  fquadrons,  and  twenty-nine  battalions, 
where  they  routed  lome  bodies  of  Coffacks;  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  deffroyed  feveral  immenfe  magazines,  particularly  one 
at  1  ofen,  laid  to  be  fufHcient  for  the  lubliftence  of  fifty 
thoulana  men  for  three  months,  they  retured  without  any 
lofs  into  Siiefia,  on  the  1 8th  of  April. 

As  { or  the  tccond  Acl  of  this  military  drama,  it  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  as  great  luccefs,  and  with  fome  advantages 
moiefti  iking  than  the  hrft.  Prince  Henry  commanded  The 
1  ruhian  troops  in  Saxony,  which  the  public  accounts  called 
forty  thoufand  men.  He  had  certain  intelligence,  that  fomc 
niovemeiits,  which  had  purpofely  been  made  by  the  Kino 
of  Prullia,  had  drawn  the  greateft  part  of  the  Auftrian 
troops  wnich  had  been  polled  as  a  watch  upon  Saxony, 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Siiefia,  He  immediately  took  ad- 
vadtageof  this  opening,  and  entered  Bohemia  in 
two  columns:  one  marched  towards  Peterfwade:  April  ic 
the  other,  which  was  commanded  by  General 
Hulfen,  made  its  way  by  Palberg  and  Commottau.  The 

firft 
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ftrft  penetrated  as  far  as  Lobofchutz,  and  Leitmeritz,  the 
enemy  flying  before  them,  and  every  where  abandoning  or 
burning  the  vaft  magazines  which  they  had  amafTed  in  all 
thofe  parts. 

The  body  under  General  Hulfen  did  as  much  fervice,  and 
it  had  a  more  a£tive  employment.  The  pafs  of  Pafberg, 
ftrong  in  itfelf,  was  defended  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
Auftrians.  General  Hulfen  having  conducted  his  cavalry 
by  another  way,  fo  as  to  fall  diredlly  on  their  rear,  attacked 
them  with  his  infantry  in  front,  and  drove  them  out  of  all 
their  intrenchments ;  one  general,  fifty-one  officers,  and  no 
lefs  than  two  thoufand  private  men,  were  made  prifoners 
on  this  occalion.  The  Pruflians  loft  but  feventy 
April  22.  men  killed  and  wounded.  They  returned  into 
Saxony  with  hoftages  for  the  contributions  they 
had  exadled. 

After  this  fatiguing  expedition,  the  prince  gave  his  troops 
a  few  days  to  reft,  and  then  led  them  once  more  to  adlion. 
Pie  dire£ted  his  march  through  the  Voigtland,  towards  the 
army  of  the  Empire;  they  entered  Franconia  by  the  way 
of  Hoff;  they  attacked  General  Macguire,  who  command¬ 
ed  a  body  of  Auftrians  arid  Irnperialifts.  Here  they  were 
bravely  refilled  for  the  whole  day;  but  the  numbers  and 
fpirit  of  the  Pruflians  prevailing,  Macguire  gladly  took 
advantage  of  the  night  to  make  a  retreat,  having  loft  about 
five  hundred  men.  A  few  fkirmi'flies  more  decided  the  fate 
of  Franconia.  The  army  of  the  Empire  retreated,  as  the 
Pruflians  advanced,  and  abandoned  the  rich  bifhoprics  of 
Bamberg  and  Wurtzburg  to  contribution.  The 
May  1 6.  town  of  Bamberg  furrendered  upon  terms;  but 
fome  confufion  happening  before  the  capitulation 
was  compleatlv  finilhed,  a  party  of  Croats  came  to  blows 
with  a  party  of  Pruflians,  who  had  by  this  time  pofieflion 
of  one  of  the  gates;  this  was  refented  as  an  infringement  of 
the  capitulation.  A  pretence  was  given  to  plunder  the 
place;  it  was  given  up  to  pillage,  by  order  of  the  comman¬ 
ders,  for  two  days,  in  a  very  unrelenting  and  licentious 
manner.  This  produced  loud  and  juft  complaints  againft 
the  Pruflians,  and  in  due  time  a  levere  retaliation.  Prince 
Henry  had  pufhed  back  the  army  of  the  Empire,  as  far  as 
Nuremberg;  he  had  difabled  a  great  part  of  the  circle  of 
Franconia  from  giving  them  affiftance;  and  thus  far  he 

had  accomplished  the  obje&s  of  his  expedition.  But  as 

that 
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that  part  of  the  plan^  which  Prince  Ferdinand  was  to  have 
executed,  had  failed,  it  was  impoffible  on  one  hand  to  hinder 
the  French  army  from  fuccouring  that  of  the  Empire,  or 
on  the  other,  to  prevent  a  body  of  Auftrians  from  availing 
themfelves  of  his  abfence,  to  penetrate  into  Saxony.  I11 
thefe  circumftances  any  farther  flay  in  Franconia  was  ufe- 
lefs,  and  might  be  dangerous*  His  army,  loaded  with 
booty  and  contribution,  returned  to  their  old  fituation.  The 
Auftrians  retired  into  Bohemia  at  their  approach. 

Appearances  were  hitherto  favourable  enough  to  the 
Pruffians:  however  none  of  the  great  ends  propoled  by  the 
general  plan  were  fully  anfvvered.  The  Ruffians,  hotwith- 
Itanding  the  deftruclion  of  their  magazines,  continued  their 
march  towards  Sileiia.  Count  Dohna,  who  had  raifed  great 
Contributions  and  levies  in  the  dutchy  of  Mecklenburg,  was 
preparing  to  oppole  them  on  the  fide  of  Brandenburgh  ; 
other  parties  under  other  commanders,  were  polled  at  thofe 
places  where  their  irruption  was  the  moft  apprehended* 
Fhe  approach  of  this  army  brought  things  nearer  and  nearer 
to  a  crilis.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed  with  anxiety 
and  expectation  on  their  progrefs*  It  appeared  the  more 
formidable,  becaufe  the  progrefs  of  the  f  rench  arms  was 
very  rapid  after  the  battle  of  Bergen. 

.  Prince  Ferdinand  finding  that  another  attack  was  not  ad- 
vifeable,  retreated  continually.  The  French  poiTeffed  them¬ 
felves  of  Heffe  without  oppofition ;  they  met  as  little  in 
making  their  way  through  the  bifhoprick  ofPaderborn;  and 
whilft  their  grand  army,  under  Marfhal  de  Contades,  pufhed 
the  allies  in  that  quarter  and  on  the  fide  of  Heffe,  Mk 
d’Armentieres  was  ported  by  We fel,  to  advance  on  that  fide 
as  occafion  fhould  require.  The  condition  of  the  allied 
army  was  extremely  dubious 3  whilft  the  French  increafed 
in  their  numbers  and  fpirit.  Their  new  fuccefs  gave  them 
reafon  to  hope  for  a  campaign  as  fortunate  as  that  of  1757. 
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CHAP.  III. 

I 

Expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies  under  Hcpfcn  and  Moore .  Ac¬ 
count  of  Martini co.  Failure  there .  The  Caufes  of  it. 
Guadaloupe  invaded.  Defcription  of  that  ijland.  Bafje 
Ferre  attacked  and  burned.  Gen.  Mopfon  dies.  Operati¬ 
ons  againft  Grand  Ferre.  Several  pafes  forced.  Fhe  in¬ 
habitants  capitulate.  Bravery  of  a  French  lady.  Mary - 
galante  taken . 

GREAT  Britain  was  not  content  with  the  efforts  which 
fhe  had  made  in  Germany:  America,  the  interefts 
of  which  had  given  rife  to  the  war,  was  the  object  which 
principally  engaged  her  attention.  This  was  indeed  the 
proper  objedt  of  her  natural  ftrength,  and  by  her  fuccefs  in 
this  quarter,  fhe  moft  effectually  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of 
the  enemy’s  naval  power,  and  cut  away  one  great  part  of 
the  refources  which  fed  the  war.  A  fquadron  of 
Nov.  nine  fhips  of  the  line,  tvith  fixty  tranfports,  con- 
1758-  taining  fix  regiments  of  foot,  in  the  end  of  the 
laft  year,  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies,  in  order  to 
attack  and  reduce  the  French  Caribbee  iflands.  General 
Hopfon  commanded  the  land  forces;  the  fleet  in  the  ex¬ 
pedition  was  to  be  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Moore, 
then  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Their  firft  objecl  was  Martinico,  the  firft  in  reputation 
of  the  French  Caribbees,  the  feat  of  government,  the  centre 
of  all  the  trade  which  France  carries  on  with  thofe  iflands ; 
ftrongboth  by  nature  and  art.  This  ifland  lies  in  the  15th 
degree  N.  lat.  'Fhe  fhore  is  on  every  fide  indented  with 
very  deep  bays,  which  they  call  Cul  de  Sacs,  and  the  lands, 
only  dilcoverable  at  low  water,  form  in  many  places  a  hid¬ 
den,  and  almoft  infurmountable  barrier.  A  lofty  ridge  of 
almoft  impaftable  mountains,  runs  north  weft  and  fouth  eaft 
quite  through  the  ifland;  all  the  fpace  on  both  fides  is  inter¬ 
fered  at  inconfiderable  diftances  with  deep  sullies,  through 
which  the  water  pours  down  in  the  rainy  feafons,  with 
great  impetuofity.  In  other  refpedls,  the  ifland  is  pleafant 
and  fruitful;  well  watered,  and  well  cultivated,  abounding 
with  plantations  and  villages  all  along  the  fea  coaft.  The 
two  principal  places  are  St.  Pierre*  and  Port  Royal ;  both 

towns 
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S“?fidfrabJ?  n  this,part  of  the  world,  for  their  mag- 
nitude,  trade  and  ftren,rth.  ^ 

By  this  ffiort  defcription  may  be  difcerned,  how  definable 
fuch  a  conqueft  was,  and  the  difficulties  which  natural  ! 

oppofed  them fel ves  to  it.  They  were  the  greater,  becauffi 

of^u]ar\er^ere  WT,in  ifl*nd  a  confiderable  number 

well  °armed  7'  •  bave  at  a‘*  tines  a  numerous  and 

and  well  ruifeni  ^'a\n0rt  contemPtibIe  ^  their  difcipline, 
d  wUl  iuited  to  the  fervice  of  the  country:  add  to  this 

that  they  can  bring  into  the  field  a  large  body  of  negroes’ 

“r„vi£rars,"<‘  “ ^ 

5?  ^  vz?  ,hc 

^ Jan- 6' 
t.  ey  found  that  tne  nature  of  the  country  proved’  a  greater 

mJe”  of  fucheenT7  h3i  br°ke  up  the  toads /and  five 

SS57h5  ^ottRoyTl  c3f/eaa!! 

judged  the  difficulties  on  the  hnd  h  1 r ’  f  thf  Voices, 
naval  commander  ‘  held  it-  *  '  de  mfurmountablej  the 

SE  'X  w “= 

WeVerT li«l  rked  °i  thC  d3y  °f  thc,'r  Sing.113'  ^  ^ 

r„*'tPsTricoyili  Th ir  “ 

ties  Safe  Tb- 7am"'ed  the  coaft>  new  difficul-  IQ 

They  determined Prt|l  ltCethea  fo,7 
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refolyed  not  to  return  with  the  difgrace  of  having  done 
nothing  worthy  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  armament,  and  the 
expectation  of  their  country.  They  conhdered,  that  the 
ifland  of  Guadaloupe  was  an  object,  though  not  erf  fuch  an 
©clat,  of  full  as  much  real  confequence  as  Iviartinico  ;  and 
they  knew,  that  it  was  neither  lo  ftrong  in  troops  or  forti¬ 
fications.  Their  firft  failure  might  lead  to  an  advantage,  as 
confiderable  as  that  which  they  had  milled.  In  purluance 
of  thefe  refolutions,  they  fet  fail  lor  Guadaloupe. 

The  ifland  is  called  Guadaloupe,  from  a  refemblance 
which  it  bears  to  a  chain  of  mountains  of  the  lame  name 
in  Old  Spain.  To  fpeak  with  exa&nefs,  Guadaloupe  is 
rather  to  be  confidered  as  two  iflands,  divided  fiom  each 
other  by  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea,  or  falt-water  river,  not 
above  three  hundred  feet  over  where  it  is  wideft.  One  01 
thefe  iflands  is  called  the  Grand  I  erre;  the  other  more 
particularly  and  by  diilin&ion,  Guadaloupe ;  they 
o-ether  in  a  circle  about  ninety  leagues.  The  firft  is  neaiiy 
deftitute  of  frefh  water,  and  not  perfectly  cultivated;  but 
it  is  otherwife  with  Guadaloupe.  No  part  01  the  world 
is  furnifhed  with  more  or  better.  No  lefs  than  firty 
rivers,  in  that  fmall  circuit,  throw  themfelves  into  the  fea  ; 
many  navigable  by  boats,  for  two,  lonie  even  for  three 
leagues  into  the  country.  Not  to  mention  the  numberlefs 
fprinp-s  which  rife  among  the  rocks,  and,  after  a  thoufand 
beautiful  meanders,  lofe  themfelves  in  -the  larger  ft  reams. 
The  firft  accounts  which  we  have  of  that  country,  are  lavilh 
in  the  defeription  of  its  beauties;  and  the  latcft  agiee  with 
them,  that  no  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  perhaps  of  the 
world,  affords  more  agreeable  and  romantic  icenes.  It  is 
full  of  high  mountains;  one  of  which  tow’ers  far  above  the 
reft,  and  is  a  volcano,  continually  emitting  fmoke  and  fire* 
From  hence  they  have  confiderable  quantities  of  fulphur. 
They  have  alfo  hot  baths,  fit  for  all  the  medicinal  purpotes. 
in  which  fuch  waters  are  ufed.  The  land  in  the  valleys  is 
extremely  fertile;  it  produces  the  ufual  Weft  India  com 
modities,  fugar,  indigo,  coffee,  cotton,  and  ginger,  tie 
mountains  abound  with  game :  fo  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  ifland  wanting,  for  the  convenience  and  delight  of  life, 
rn  an  air  more  temperate  and  falubrious  than  is  commonly 

breathed  between  the  tropics.  , 

The  French  began  to  plant  colonies  in  this  ifland  as  early 

as  the  year  1632.  But  for  along  time  this,  together  wit 


I 
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all  their  other  colonics,  continued  in  a  languifhing  condi¬ 
tion.  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  that 
they  began  to  emerge.  After  the  peace  of  Utrecht  had 
given  France  time  to  breathe,  fie  turned  her  attention 
itrongly  to  thefe  iflands ;  Guadeloupe  partook  however  Ids 
of  this  care  than  Martin ico,  and  yet,  by  its  natural  advan¬ 
tages,  it  does  not  fall  inert  of  that  iiland,  neither  in  the 

O  7  9 

quantity,  or  the  goodnefs  of  its  produce;  if  it  does  not 
greatly  exceed  it  in  both;  as  it  certainly  does  in  its  capacity 
to  receive  all  forts  of  improvement.  The  importance  of 
this  ifland,  until  its  late  conquefl,  was  very  little  known  in 
England.  The  reafon  was  this.  By  an  old  regulation,  the 
people  of  Guadaloupe  were  forbid  to  trade  diredUy  with 
Europe,  but  were  obliged  to  fend  all  their  produce  to 
Martinico,  from  whence  they  had  all  their  European 
commodities.  A  ftrange  regulation,  to  be  continued  in 
an  age  fo  enlightened  as  this,  by  a  nation  fo  enlightened 
as  France. 

The  Englifh  made  attempts  upon  this  ifland  in  1691,  and 
1703;  but  they  were  neither  powerful  enough,  nor  con¬ 
ducted  with  fufficient  abi]ity,to  produce  any  permanent  ef- 
fe&;  the  troops  wafted  the  country,  and  retired  with  their 
booty.  But  on  the  occafion,  of  which  we  are  going  to 
fpeak,  they  were  more  able,  ftrong,  and  fortunate. 

On  the  23d  of  January  the  fleet  came  before  the  town 
of  Baffle  1  erre,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  a  place  of  conff- 
derable  extent,  large  trade,  and  defended  by  a  ftrong  for- 
trefs.  This  fortrefs,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer, 
was  not  to  be  reduced  by  the  flipping.  But  Commodore 
Moore,  notwithffanding  this  opinion,  brought  four  men  of 
war  to  bear  upon  the  citadel;  the  reft  were'difpofed  againft 
the  town,  and  the  batteries  which  obftru&ed  the  landing. 
About  nine  in  the  morning  a  fire  from  all  Aides  began, 
which  continued  with  the  utmoff  fury  until  night,  when 
the  citadel,  and  all  the  batteries,  were  effectually  filenced. 
During  this  cannonade  the  bombs,  that  were  continually 
flowered  upon  the  town,  fet  it  on  fire  in  feveral  places.  It 
burned  without  interruption  the  whole  of  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day;  when  it  was  alrnoft  totally  reduced  to  afhes. 
Fhelofs  was  prodigious  from  the  number  of  warehoufes  in 
the  town,  full  of  rich,  but  combuftiblc  materials.  Nothing 
could  be  more  ftriking,  than  the  horror  of  the  fpe&acle, 

from 
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fiom  the  mutual  and  umemitted  fire  of  fo  many  o-reat  fliins 
and  batteries,  heightened  with  a  long  line  of  flam?s,  which 

extended  along  the  fhore,  and  formed  the  back  ground  of 
this  terrible  picture. 

In  this  lively  engagement,  our  lofs  was  very  inconfidera- 
ble.  The  next  day  the  forces  landed  without 
Jan.  24.  oppofition,  and  took  pofieftion  of  the  town  and 
citadel.  Notwithftanding  this  fuccefs,  the  ifland 
was  far  from  being  reduced.  The  country  is  rugged  and 
mountainous,  and  abounded  with  pafTes  and  defiles,  of  a 
difficult  and  dangerous  nature.  The  inhabitants  had  retired 
with  their  armed  negroes  into  the  mountains;  and  all 
feemed  prepared  to  defend  their  poireffions  bravely,  and  to 
the  laft  extremities.  ; 

General  Hopfon  died  on  the  27th  of  February,  and  Ge- 
neial  Barrington  lucceeded  him.  He  embarked  part  of  hi? 
iorces  for  the  Grand  Ferre,  where  Colonel  Cramp  attack¬ 
ed  and  reduced  the  towns  of  St.  Anne,  and  St.  Francois; 
whilfl  this  attack  diverted  the  enemy’s  attention,  the  Gene¬ 
ral  fell  upon  the  ftrong  poll  of  Gofier,  and  poftefted  him- 
felf of  it;  and  thus  the  Grand  Terre  was  in  a  manner  re¬ 
duced,  and  difabled  from  fending  any  relief  to  the  other 
part. 

There  is  a  confiderable  mountain,  not  far  from  the  town 
of  BafTe  Terre,  called  Dos  d’Afne,  or  the  Afte’s  Back;  thi-  , 
tner  a  great  part  of  the  enemy  had  retired.  It  is  a  poft  of 
great  ftrength,  and  great  importance,  as  it  keeps  a  watch 
upon  the  town,  and  at  the  fame  time  forms  the  only  com¬ 
munication  there  is  between  that  town,  and  the  Capes 
Terre,  the  plaineft,  pleafanteft,  and  mo  ft  fruitful  part  of 
the  whole  ifland.  It  was  not  judged  practicable  to  break 
into  it  by  this  way;  and  all  the  reft  of  Guadaloupe  was  in 
the  enemy’s  pofleftion.  Therefore  a  plan  was  formed  for 
another  opciation,  by  which  it  was  propoled  to  furprize 
Petit  Bourg,  Goyave,  and  St.  Mary’s,  and  by  that  way  to 
march  into  Capes  Terre,  which  might  be  eafily  reduced. 
But  this  defign  failing,  it  was  necefiary  to  attempt  thofe 
places  by  main  force.  Col.  Clavering*  and  Col.  Crump 
landed  near  Arnonville,  and  attacked  the  *enemy,  ftrongly 
intrenched  at  a  poft,  ftrong  by  nature,  called  Le  Corne. 
f  his  was  forced ;  another  intrenchment  at  Petit  Bourg  had 
the  fame  fate;  a  third  near  St.  Mary’s  yielded  in  the  fame 
manner.  An  opening  being  at  laft  made  into  the  Capes 

T  erre. 
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Terre,  the  inhabitants  faw,  that  the  beft  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  was  on  the  point  of  being  given  up  to  fire  and  fword; 
they  came  in  and  capitulated ;  their  poffieffions, 
a«d  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  were  granted  May  r. 
to  them. 

Three  fmall  illands,  near  Guadaloupe,  Defeada, 

Santos  and  Petite  T.  erre,  furrendered  a  few  days  19th. 
after,  and  on  the  fame  terms. 

T.  his  capitulation  was  hardly  figned,  when  the  French 
fquadron  under  M.  Bompart  appeared  before  the  ifland, 
and  landed  at  St.  Anne’s,  in  the  Grand  Terre,  the  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  p  rench  Caribbees,  with  fix  hundred  regular 
tioops,  two  thoufand  buccaneers,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  The  capitulation  was  made  at  the 
moil:  critical  time;  for  had  this  reinforcement  arrived  but 

a  day  fooner,  the  whole  expedition  had  probably  been 
loft.  J 

Thus  came  into  the  poffieffion  of  Great  Britain,  this 
yaluable  ifland,  after  a  campaign  of  near  three  months,  in 
which  the  Englifh  troops  behaved  with  a  firmnefs,  cou¬ 
rage  and  perfeverance,  that  ought  never  to  be  forgotten. 
Intolerable  heat,  continual  fatigue,  the  air  of  an  unaccuf- 
tomed.climate,  a  country  full  of  lofty  mountains  and  fteep 
precipices,  polls  ftrong  by  nature  and  by  art,  defended  by 
men  who  fought  for  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them; 
all  thele  difficulties  only  increafed  the  ardour  of  our  forces, 
w  o  thought  nothing  impoffible  under  commanders,  who 
were  not  more  diftinguilhcd  for  their  intrepidity  and  fkill, 
than  their  zeal  for  the  fervicc  of  their  country,  and  the 
perfect  harmony  and  good  underftanding  that  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  them.  There  is  nothing  perhaps  fo  neceffary  to  in- 
Ipire  confidence  into  the  loldier,  as  to  obferve  that  the  of- 
riiCis  have  a  perfect  confidence  in  one  another  (a). 

It 


Gen:  Barri"gtOnV  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secre - 
9  759'  Parttcu  ar‘J',!lS  bis  proceedings  at  Guadaloupe,  May 

T  NaZlZ*  ,ettf  °fLthe  6th  of  March’  1  had  the  honow  to  ac- 

fe£«Dt  the  ’ the  ‘roops  under  my  command  at  Guadaloupe, 
garrifon  of  F ort  Royal)  were  all  embarked,  with 

their 
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It  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants 
exerted  themfelves  very  gallantly  in  the  defence  of  their 
country.  A  woman,  a  confiderable  planter  in  the  ifland, 

parti- 


their  baggage,  &c.  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  The  fleet  failed 
the  next  morning  for  Fort  Louis,  but  from  the  very  great  difficul¬ 
ty  of  turning  to  windward,  were  not  able  to  reach  ittill  the  i  ith, 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  all  the  firips  of  W2r,  but  only  2; 
of  the  tranfports,  came  to  an  anchor;  the  Gthers  were  either 
driven  much  to  leeward,  or  prevented  by  the  winds  and  ftrong 
currents  from  weathering  the  point  of  Saintes. 

I  went  on  fhore  at  Fort  Louis  that  evening  to  fee  the  Fort,  and 
the  works  carrying  on  by  the  detachment  that  had  already  been 
dent  thither  from  Bajfelerre. 

On  the  1 2th,  I  went  in  a  boat  to  reconnoitre  the  two  coafts  of 
this  Bay,  as  well  the  Grand  Terre  flde,  ,as  that  of  Guadaloupe,  to 
find  a  proper  place  for  making  a  defeent ;  but  Commodore  Moore 
having  acquainted  me  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  certain  intelligence  of  a  French  fquadron  of  fkips  of  war, 
confifting  of  nine  fail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  being  feen  to 
the  northward  of  Barhadoes ,  and  that  it  was  therefore  neceflary 
for  him  to  quit  this  place,  with  all  the  flaps  of  war  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  and  go  into  Prince  Rupert's  Bay ,  in  the  ifland  of  Dominica, 
as  a  fituation  more  advantageous,  for  the  protection  of  Bajfeterre , 
and  this  place,  as  well  as  the  Englijh  ifland s ;  I  thought  it  advife- 
able  the  next  day  to  call  together  the  General  Officers  to  confider 
what,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  was  befl  to  be  done,  and  it  was 
determined;  notwithflanding  the  divided  flate  of  the  troops  by 
the  reparation  of  the  tranfports,  the  weak  flate  of  Fort  Louis , 
and  the  impoflibility  of  fupplyingit  with  water  but  from  thefhips, 
and  the  many  difficulties  which  then  appeared,  that  it  would  be 
moft  for  his  Majefly’s  fervice,  and  the  honour  of  his  arms,  to  do 
the  utmofl  to  keep  pofieffion  of  the  Fort,  and  to  wait  fome  further 

intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

Commodore  Moore  failed  the  next  morning  for  Prince  Rupert's 
Bav,  with  all  the  fhips  of  war,  except  the  Roebuck  of  40  guns, 
which  he  left,  as  fome  protection  to  the  tranfports. 

From  this  time  to  the  17th,  I  continued  to  direCt  works  to  be 

made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  camp,  and  for  the  flniihing,  as  well 

as  ftrengthening  the  lines,  when,  the  chief  engineer,  who  was  cn 

board  one  of  the  tranfports  that  could  not  before  get  up,  being 

arrived,  and  having  made  to  me  a  report  of  the  weakneis  ofthe 

Fort,  1  thoucht  it  neceflary  to  call  a  council  of  war  to  confider 

the  flate  thetfeof;  and  it  being  debated  whether  the  Fort  rmg  t 

not- 
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particularly  diftinguiftied  herfelf;  ftc  was  called  J\zlud(un 
Bucharmey:  this  amazon  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  her  fer- 

vants  and  Hayes,  and  acquitted  herfelf  in  a  manner  not  in- 
tenor  to  the  braveft  men. 

Soon 


not  be  made  tenable,  and  kept  as  a  garrifon  for  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  on  a  more  c.rcumfcnbed  plan,  though  it  appeared  impoffi- 
ble  to  keep  it  m  the  prefent  extent  of  out-'pofts;  it  was  determin- 
ed,  after  mucn  confideration,  that  from  its  weaknefs  and  bad  con- 
fruetion,  its  being  commanded  by  feveral  heights  very  contmuous 
to  it,  as  well  as  the  great  difficulty  (I  may  indeed  fay  the  impoffi- 
bdity)  of  procuring  for  the  prefent,  and  eftabliihing  a  conflant 
supply  o,  water,  and  other  more  neceffary  things  for  the  fupport 
d.^nce  of  a  garrifon  in  this  part  of  the  world,  not  to  be  te- 
2  However,  Sir,  I  was,  determined  to  hold  it,  until  fome 

m,gh£  convlncs  me  what  was  bell  to  be  done  for  his 

Majeity  s  lervice. 

thrVu ^eaed,on  the  of  the  army  under  my  command,  and  of 

the  litt.e  probability  there  was  of  fucceeding  in  any  attempt  of 

reduung  the  country  by  the  troops  I  had,  without  the  affillance 
cn  the  Hyps  of  war  to  cover  them  in  landing.  But  however  I  de¬ 
termined  to  make  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  Grand  Terre  ;  and  for 
at  purpofe  I  ordered  Col.  Crump,  with  a  detachment  confiding 
of  600  men,  to  go  in  fome  of  the  tranfports  that  carried  mol 
guns  and  endeavour  to  land  between  the  towns  of  St.  Anne  and 
St.  Franco,,,  and  dedroy  the  batteries  and  camion,  which  was 

happily  executed  with  very  little  lofs  • 

St  AllZtsf  P  my  C0L  Cr“mp  t0  a£tack  the  t0'vns  of 

r  ■  c  ,?nd  S  Fra”eo">  the  enemX  would  be  obliged  to  detach 

z, £ tiuX  r 1,0,1  °z*r- ' j •  «•» 4. 

after  he  failed,  the  only  300  men  I  had  left  to  be  put  on  board 
tranfports,  and  lye  off  that  town;  and  in  the  morning  of  the  20th 
I  went  to  reconnoitre  the  battery  and  intrenchmems,  and  per-' 
ceivmg  that  the  enemy  appeared  lefs  numerous  than  for  fome  time 

neks  T™dC  3  P°fitT  ,f°r  f0rc;"g  them  hY  two  different  at- 
’  .  r“‘s  was  executed  the  next  morning  at  fun-rifing  with 

frTof  theened  rfIutW“  ty.’ *e troops;  and^otwithdanlng  the 
fnL  h!efemy  f,rom  the"'  intrenchments  and  battery,  both  were 
n  carried  with  little  lofs,  and  the  enemy  drove  into  the  woods 

immsdiatdy  deftr°>'ed  the  “  and  ba»::y:owth 

its  way  SSP  efFfed’  ,r  °;dercd  the  detachment  to  force 
way  to  fort  Louis-,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  orders  for  the 

garrifon 
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Soon  after  the  reduction  of  Guadaloupe,  the 
ifland  of  Marigalante  furrendered  itfelf  upon  May  26. 
terms  fimilar  to  thofe  which  were  granted  to  the 

former 


garrifon  to  make  two  Tallies,  one  to  the  right,  in  order  to  put  the 
enemy  between  two  fires,  and  the  other  to  attack  their  lines,  as  l 
knew  that  which  lhad  jufi;  made  would  oblige  them  to  fend  troops 
to  oppofe  our  pafiage  on  that  fide.  'The  firll  was  made,  but  the 
latter,  by  fome  mi  flake,  was  not  executed;  which,  had  it  been 
done,  we  mud:  have  inevitably  been  in  pofieffion  of  their  lines. 
The  detachment  from  Gojur  forced  their  pafiage  with  iome  lois, 
notwithllanding  a  very  ftrong.pafs  that  the  enemy  were  poffeffed 
of,  and  took  pofleffion  of  a  battery  of  three  24-pounders,  which 
would,  the  next  day,  have  played  upon  our  camp. 

Governor  Dejbnfay ,  whom  I  had  left  at  Fort  Royal  in  BaJJeter- 
re ,  having  been  killed  by  the  blowing  up  of  fome  cartridges  tnat 
took  fire  from  the  wadding  of  a  24-pounder  that  was  difcharged 
from  the  upper  bullion  of  Fort  Royal ,  at  a  body  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  23d  of  March ,  I  appointed  Major  Mslvdl ,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  detachment  of  the  38th  regiment  from  the  Leeward.  ljiands> 
to  be  governor  in  his  room.  Major  cfrollone ,  a  lieut.  of  the  63d 
regiment,  and  two  private  men,  were  likewife  killed  by  this  ac¬ 
cident;  and  a  capt.  another  lieut.  and  3  men  wounded:  And  the 
parapet  of  that  baliion  levelled  with  the  ground  by  the  explo- 

ilon.  . 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  was  acquainted  with  this  accident,  1 

was  told,  that  the  enemy  had  erefled  a  bomb-battery,  and  thrown 
feveral  fhells  into  the  fort;  and  that  they  had,  for  fome  time 
pail,  been  working,  as  the  garrifon  fufpe&ed,  upon  another  bat¬ 
tery  ;  1  therefore  ordered  Govenor  MelviU  to  caufe  a  iortie 
(fally)  to  be  made  from  the  garrifon  in  order  to  deftroy  it.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  a  detachment  of  300  men  fajhed  out  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Capt.  Blomer,  on  the  jft  of  Aprils  and  without  much 
difficulty  forced  the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  and  got  into  the  work, 
which  proved  to  be  a  battery  of  one  1 8-pounder,  and  one  12 
nearly  compleated.  Our  people  fpiked  the  guns,  and  returned  to 
the  garrifon  with  the  lofs  of  only  fix  men  killed,  and  fix  wound¬ 
ed. 

As  I  thought  the  fort,  by  this  accident,  might  want  the  affiil- 
anceof  the  chief  engineer,  I  fent  him  thither  immediately,  as  well 
as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  that  no  time  might  be 
loll  in  putting  it  again  in  a  proper  Hate  of  defence. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  tranfports,  with  the  troops,  being 

now 
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former  ifland.  This  is  a  frnail  place,  but  the  conqueft  is  of 
confequence,  as  the  French  by  this  are  Jeft  no  footing  in  the 
Leeward  iflands :  Martinico  is  one  of  thofe  to  the  wind¬ 
ward. 


now  arrived;  nine  having  come  on  the  23d  of  March ,  and  the 
others  by  one  or  two  in  a  day;  as  I  had  long  intended,  fo  foon 
as  it  was  in  my  power  to  make  an  attack  on^the  Gaudaloupe  fide, 
as  the  enemy  had  there  fome  polls  of  infinite  confequence,  J  form¬ 
ed,  upon  the  information  of  fome  Negroes ,  who  promifed  to  con¬ 
duct  the  troops  in  flat-bottom  boats  by  night,  a  defignof  furpriz- 
Jng  Petit  Bourg .  Guoyave,  and  St.  Marie's,  at  the  fame  time. 

he  firft  was  to  be  effected  by  Brig.  Crump ,  who,  the  moment  he 
had  made  himfelf  mafler  of  it,  was  to  march  to  bay  Mahaut ,  and 
oeftroy  the  batteries  there,  as  well  as  a  large  magazine  of  provifi- 
ons  that  the  enemy  had  collefted  from  the  Dutch,  and  to  hinder 
any  more  arriving :  The  latter,  under  Brig.  Clavering,  after  he 
had  furprifed  St.  Marie's  and  Guoyave,  was  to  march  into  the 
Capejlerre,  and  reduce  that  fine  country.  The  fuccefs  of  this  ap¬ 
peared  not  only  to  me,  but  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  exe¬ 
cute  it,  almoft  infallible:  But  the  night  proved  fo  bad,  and  the 
Negroe  conductors  were  fo  frightened,  that  they  run  feveral  of 
tfte  boats  on  the  fho2ls,  of  which  that  coaft  is  full ;  fo  that  tho’ 
firig.  fcr/^  did  land  with  about  80  mien,  yet  the  place  was 
io  full  of  mangroves,  and  fo  deep  in  mud,  that  he  was  oblio-ed 
to  return,  but  not  without  the  enemy’s  difeovering  our  defian? 

his  obliged  rne  to  attempt  by  force,  what  could  not  be  effect¬ 
ed  upon  a  later  plan  :  But  as  I  then  was  laid  up  in  a  molt  fevere 
htof  the  gout  in  my  feet,  head,  and  flomach,  I  lent  Brigadiers 
C layering  and  Crump  to  reconnoitre  the  coaft  near  Arnoville * 
an  upon  their  report,  I  ordered  1 300  regulars,  and  ieoof  the 
Antigua  volunteers,  to  land  under  the  protection  of  the  Wool¬ 
wich  man  of  war:  What  happened  afterwards,  you  will  fee  bv 
the  following  letter  which  I  received  at  Petit  Bour,  from  Bri/ 
Covering,  on  the  25th  of  April .  L 


At  M.  Poyen  s >  Capejlerre ,  Gaudaloupe ,  April  24,  1 759. 
SIR,.  ' 


ON  Thurfday  the  12th  of  April,  at  day-break,  I  landed  with 
the  troops  which  you  put  under  my  orders,  confiding  of 
i3oo  men,  exclufive  of  the  Antigua  volunteers,  at  a  Bay  nof far 
si.^uiu  from  Arm* ilk.  The  enemy  made  no  oppofition  to  our 

U  2  land- 
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ward.  Thefe  beginnings  were  happy  omens  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  more  important  undertaking,  which  was  to  be  carried 
on  in  another  part  of  America.  The  reputation  of  our 

arms 


landing,  but  retired,  as  our  troops  advanced,  to  very  flrong  in- 
trenchments  behind  the  river  Le  Corn.  This  poll  was  to  them  of 
the  greateft  importance,  as  it  covered  the  whole  country  to  the  bay 
Mabaut,  where  the  provisions  and  Supplies  of  ail  forts  were  land¬ 
ed  from  St.  Eiijlatia,  and  therefore  they  had  very  early  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  and  had  fpared  no  pains  to  ftrengthen  it,  though 
the  lituation  was  fuch  as  required  very  little  affiftance  from  art. 
The  river  was  only  acceffible  at  two  narrow  pafies,  on  account 
of  a  morafs  covered  with  mangroves,  and  thofe  places  they  had 
occupied  with  a  redoubt  and  well  pallifaded  intrenchments,  de¬ 
fended  with  cannon,  and  all  the  militia  of  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  We  could  only  approach  them  in  a  very  contracted  front, 
which  was  at  leaf!  reduced  to  the  breadth  of  the  roads,  interfer¬ 
ed  with  deep  and  wide  ditches.  Our  artillery,  which  confided  of 
four  field  pieces  and  two  hawbitzers,  were  ordered  to  keep  a  con¬ 
stant  fire  on  the  top  of  the  intrenchments,  to  cover  the  attack 
made  by  Ditroure* s  regiment  and  the  Highlanders ,  who,  on  this 
occafion,  behaved  with  the  greateft  coolnefs  and  refolution,  keep¬ 
ing  up,  as  they  advanced,  a  regular  platoon  firing.  1  his  behavi¬ 
our  fo  intimidated  the  enemy,  that  they  abandoned  the  firft  in- 
trenchment  on  the  left,  into  which  the  Highlanders  threw  them- 
felves,  Sword  in  hand,  and  purfued  the  enemy,  with  part  of  Du - 
route* s  regiment,  into  the  redoubt. 

The  enemy  ftill  kept  their  ground  at  their  intrenchments  on  the 
right,  from  whence  they  annoyed  our  people  very  much,  both 
with  mufquetry  and  cannon;  and  though  thofe  who  had  carried 
the  nrfl  intrenchments  had  got  into  their  rear,  yet,  till  a  bridge 
could  be  made  to  pafs  the  river,  they  could  not  get  round  to  at¬ 
tack  this  poft.  This  took  us  up  near  naif  an  hour ;  but  however 
we  got  up  time  enough  to  take  near  70  of  the  enemy  priso¬ 
ners,  as  they  were  endeavouring  to  make  their  efcape,  amongft 
whom  were  fome  of  the  molt  confiderable  inhabitants  of  the 

iSland.  . 

We  found  in  both  the  intrenchments  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  Our 

lofs  was  one  officer  and  13  men  killed,  and  two  officers  and  52 
men  wounded. 

So  foon  as  the  ditches  could  be  filled  up  for  the  paffage  of  the 

artillery,  we  proceeded  on  our  march  towards  Petit  Bourg.  A 

confiderable  number  of  the  enemy  had  lined  an  intrenchment 

about 


\ 
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arms  there,  except  in  the  redudion  of  Louifburg,  had 
hitherto  not  been  very  great.  But  other  commanders  were 
now  appointed,  and  other  maxims  prevailed.  However, 

we 


ibout  half  a  mile  on  the  left  of  the  road,  but  when  they  perceived 
ve  were  endeavouring  to  furround  tnem,  they  abandoned  it, 
peeping  always  about  200  yards  in  our  front,  fetting  tire  to  the 
ugar  canes,  which  obliged  us  more  than  once  to  leave  the  road, 
o  avoid  any  accident  to  our  powder. 

.  T^e  troops  arrived  late  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Lezard,  be- 
lind  which,  at  the  only  ford,  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  very 

bong  intrenchments,  prote&ed  with  four  pieces  of  cannon  on  the 
fill  behind  them. 


Having  reconnoitred  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  finding  it  might 
.oft  us  very  dear  to  force  the  palFage  at  the  ford,  1  therefore  kept 
ip  their  attention  all  the  night  by  firing  into  their  lines,  during 
vhich  time  I  got  two  Canoes  conveyed  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
°wf  r"e  nver>  where  being  launched,  we  ferryed  over,  before 
•reak  of  day  in  the  morning,  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  at- 
acic  them  in  flank,  whillt  we  fhould  do  the  fame  in  front*  The 

nemy  loon  perceived  their  danger,  and  left  their  intrenchments 
mh  the  greateft  precipitation. 

Thus  we  palled  without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  ftill  purfuing  them 

-ThlCh  Pkce  th€y  had  fortified  wit^  lines/ and  a 
edoubt  filled  with  cannon. 


We  found  Capt.  Uwdale  there,  in  the  G-anada  bomb,  throw- 

ag  (hells  into  the  Fort.^  The  enemy  did  not  remain  in  it  loim 

dien  they  faw  our  intention  of  occupying  the  heights  round  them,’ 

ut  left  us  mailers  of  that,  and  the  Port,  with  all  the  cannon 
aund  the  place. 

VVe  halted  here  the  14th,  to  get  prQvifions  for  the  troops. 

On  the  15th,  at  day  break,  Brig.  Crump  was  detached  with 
00  men  to  the  bay  Mahaut,  and  at  the  fame  time  Capt.  Steel 
■nil  100  to  Kjuoya’ve,  about  7  miles  in  our  front,  to  d'eilrov  a 

nivdifch6'6'  1  ?C  Pa'lick  °f  Ihe  enemX  was  ftch,  that' they 
n.y  difcharged  their  cannon  at  him,  and  abandoned  a  poft  that 

light  have  been  defended  againll  an  army.  He  nailed  up  7  pie- 

of  cannon,  and  returned  the  fame  evening  to  Petit  Bear p- 

2 St«t*  r* tv-** wi,hhh  d"“— ; 

aandoted  yTwTV  6re  bcLfound  the  ‘own  and  batteries 

andoned.  Thefe  he  burnt,  with  an  immenfequantityofDr-ivi- 

HI  ^at  had  been  landed  there  by  the  Dutch,  and  reduced  the 
hole  country,  as  far  as  Petit  Bourg, 


The 
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we  poftpone  the  narrative  of  thefe  very  interefting  events, 
to  confider  thofe  which  intervened  on  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  in  which  too  we  are  to  fee  our  arms  no  lefs  diflin- 

guifhed ; 


The  heavy  rains  on  the  fucceeding  days  had  fo  fwelled  the  ri¬ 
vers,  that  it  was  impofhble  for  the  troops  to  advance ;  however, 
this  delay  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  {Lengthening  the  poft  at 
Petit  Bourg, 

On  the  )  8th  in  the  evening,  the  Antigua  volunteers  took  poffef- 
fion  again  of  Guoyave ;  they  were  fupported  early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  by  a  detachment  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Barlow,  who 
had  orders  to  repair  the  road  for  the  paffage  of  the,cannon. 

On  the  20th,  after  leavin  250  men  to  guard  Petit  Bourg,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  detachment,  with  the  cannon,  moved  on  to 
Guo\a<ve,  in  order  to  proceed  afterwards  to  St,  Marie's,  where 
we  were  informed  the  enemy  were  collecting  their  whole  force  to 
oppofe  us,  and  had  likewife  thrown  up  intrenchments,  and  made 
barricadoes  on  the  road  to  prevent  our  approach  to  it.  W e  were 
not  long  before  we  perceived  them ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we 
found,  as  well  by  our  own  obfervation,  as  by  the  information  of 
the  guides,  that  it  was  not  impoflible  to  get  into  their  rear  by 
roads  the  enemy  thought  impracticable,  and  confequently  had 
guarded  with  very  little  care. 

A  detachment  was  immediately  formed  under  Col.  Barlow ,  for 
this  fervice,  and  orders  were  fent  to  haften  the  march  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  which,  from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  had  not  been  able 
to  get  up.  The  firft  foot  from  our  cannon,  placed  very  near  their 
intrenchment,  with  the  alarm  that  was  given  by  our  detachment 
in  the  rear,  made  the  enemy  very  foon  fenfible  of  the  dangerous 
fituation  they  were  in,  and  indeed  their  precipitate  flight  only  fa¬ 
yed  them  from  being  all  taken  prifoners. 

We  purfued  them  as  far  as  the  heights  of  St.  Marie's ,  where 
we  again  formed  our  men,  for  a  frefh  attack  on  the  lines  and  jat- 
teries  there. 

Whilft  the  barricadoes  were  levelling  for  the  artillery,  we  at¬ 
tempted  a  fecond  time  to  pafs  the  woods  and  precipices  that  co¬ 
vered  the  flanks  of  the  enemy’s  lines;  but,  before  we  could  get  up 
our  cannon,  they  perceived  our  movement,  and  began  to  quit  their 
lines  to  oppofe  it,  which  made  us  refolve,  without  any  further 
delay,  to  attack  them  immediately  in  front;  and  it  was  accord¬ 
ingly  executed  with  the  greatefl  vivacity,  notwithflanding  the  con- 
ftant  firing  of  both  their  cannon  and  mufquetry.  They  abandon¬ 
ed  here  afl  their  artillery,  and  went  off  in  fo  much  confufion,  that 
they  never  afterwards  appeared  before  us. 
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guiiheci ;  and  to  behold  England  emerging  from  the  rub- 
bifli  of  low  principles  and  timid  condudt,  once  more  become 
the  pride  and  terror  of  Europe,  and  ading  in  a  manner 
not  unworthy  the  mod:  illuftrious  periods  of  her  hiftory 

C  H  A>. 


We  took  up  our  quarters  at  St.  Marie* s  that  night,  and  the 
next  day  entered  the  Capejierre ,  which  is  the  richeft  and  molt 
beautiful  part  of  this  or  any  other  country  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Eight  hundred  and  feventy  Negroes,  belonging  to  one  man  only 
furrendered  this  day.  J 

Here  Me/T.  de  Glainvilliers  and  Duqueruy ,  deputed  by  ths 
puncipal  inhabitants  of  the  Ifland,  met  me  to  know  the  terms  you 
would  grant  them ;  and,  as  I  accompanied  them  to  Petit  Bouro- 
the  next  day,  and  there  prefented  them  to  you,  it  is  not  neceftary 
for  me  to  mention  any  tranfadion  fince  that  time. 

I  cannot,  however,  conclude,  without  doing  juftice  to  thofe,  to 
whoie  merit  is  due  the  fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  Kina’s  arms 
on  this  occafion  ;  I  mean  the  fpirit  and  conftancy  of  the  troops : 
i  o  brig.  Crump  .  without  whofe  concurrence,  I  never  undertook 
any  thing,  but  chiefly  to  yourfelf,  Sir,  who  planned  the  whole  en- 
terpnze,  and  who  furnilbed  me  with  all  thefe  means,  without 
which,  neither  bravery  or  prudence  can  little  avail. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he ,  Sec . 

J.  CLAVERING. 

The  Flo,,.  General  Barrington’s  Letter  it,  the  Right.  Hon.  Mr. 

m“’  datU'  Head  &artm>  in  the  Capeflerre,  Gua- 
daloupe,  May  9,  1759. 

T  thj  fatlsfa^,on  t0  inform  you,  that  by  great  perfeve- 

{*■  ;  nnC\a"d  chanSlnS  entirely  the  nature  of  the  war,  by  carry- 
ng  it  on  by  detachments,  I  have  at  length  made  myfelf  matter  of 
juadalcupe  and  Grand  Terre.  This  is  a  work,  Sir,  that  1  be 

ieetC)  could‘ r,oV  SU/r  (C°nflderinS  our  '°tal  feparation  from  the 
T  men  P*&  t0  haVe  been  Permed  by  fo  fmallabody 

elf  SVonoi"  thfis/ro,ubIe  y°u  with  a  detail,  as  I  have  done  my- 
1  r  .  •  r  Ending  it  to  you  in  my  other  letter.  I  {hall 

'a<tier7c/avCnera  ’  Ahr  the  Sfeat  good  conduft  and  zeal  of  Bri- 

he  h In?  c  S  and,  Crumt'  and  the  bravery  of  the  troons  cot 
he  better  of  every  oblige;  forced  the  enemy  in  aKeirfn- 

trenchments. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Progrcfs  cf  the  French  after  the  battle  cf  Bergen ,  Munfter 
and  ether  places  taken.  Situation  cf  the  French ,  and  cf 
the  Allies.  Motions  of  Prince  Ferdinand.  Battle  cf  Min - 
den.  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfmick  defeats  the  Duke 
cf  Brifac.  The  French  pajs  the  IVefer.  L.  G.  S.  refigns 
the  command  of  the  Britijh  forces ;  Marquis  of  Granby 
fucceeds  him.  The  French  *  driven  to  Marpurg.  Siege 

cf  Munfter.  M.  d’Etrees  arrives  at  the  French  camp. 

Project  '  of  France  for  an  invafion.  Havre  bombarded. 
Action  off  Cape  Lagos.  French  feet  defeated. 

TIT  £  left  the  army  of  Prince  Ferdinand  upon  the  retreat, 
yy  ever  fince  the  battle  of  Bergen.  The  French  ad¬ 
vanced  with  great  vivacity  ;  their  light  troops  made  incur- 

fions 


trenchments,  and  firong  pafTes ;  took  50  pieces  of  camion,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  the  Capefierre ,  the  only  remaining  unreduced 
part  of  the  country.  This  at  laft  brought  the  enemy  to  terms. 
My  fituation  was  fuch,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  what 
was  done  Ihould  not  be  procraftinated,  as  I  was  determined  co 
grant  no  truce  for  time  enough  for  the  inhabitants  to  recover  from 
their  fears.  Mr.  Moore  was  abfent,  the  thing  prefled;  and 
fome  refolution  was  to  be  taken  immediately.  That,  which  1 
took,  was  according  to  the  bell  of  my  underilanding,  and  I 

hope.  Sir,  you  will  approve  of  it. 

1  believe,  Sir,  the  infinite  confequence  and  value  of  Guada- 
loute ,  and  Grand  Terre,  is  not  perie&ly  known  in  England,  as 
(if  I  am  rightly  informed)  there  is  more  fugar  grown  here  than 
in  all  the  Leeward  Ifands  put  together ;  befides  great  quantities 
of  cotton  and  coffee.  The  country,  efpecially  the  Capefierre , 
the  finefl  1  ever  faw,  watered  with  good  rivers  every  mile  or 
two  ;  and  a  port  belonging  to  it,  where  all  the  navy  or  England 
may  ride  fafe  from  hurricanes.  All  this  can  be  explained  much 
better,  than  I  can  by  letter,  by  Brig.  Clavering,  whefe  infinite 
v.eal  for  his  Majefly’s  fervice,  and  talents  as  a  foldier,  1  hope  wi 
recommend  him  to  protection.  Such  men  are  rare;  and  l  t  in 
I  mav  venture  to  allure  you,  there  are  few  things  in  our  proleiii- 
on,  that  he  is  not  equal  to,  if  it  ihould  be  thought  fit  to  honour 
him  with  the  execution  of  any  fu  ore  commands. 


1 
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lions  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Hanover,  The  Prince  Pill  con¬ 
tinued  to  retire,  but  he  left  garrifons  in  Lipftadt,  Ritberg, 
Munfter  and  Minden,  in  order  to  retard  the  enemy’s  pro- 

grefs : 


I  have  appointed  Col.  Crump  to  the  government,  who,  lince 
governor  Haldane  left  us,  I  have  made  a  ft  as  Brigadier-  His 
merit  is  very  great,  both  as  a  foldier,  and  a  man  of  judgment; 
He  is  of  this  part  of  the  world;  underftands  the  trade,  cuftoms, 
and  genius  of  the  people;  and  as  he  thinks  nobly  and  defintereft- 
edly  he  would  not  have  accepted  of  the  government,  but  in  hopes 
cf  advancing  himfelf  m  the  army  by  that  means.  I  cannot  fay, 

how  very  ufeful,  and  how  much  our  fucceiTes  are  owing  to  his 
good  condua,  and  great  zeal.  6 

As  I  have  now  nothing  to  fear  from  the  land,  I  am  repairing, 
as  well  as  I  can,  Fort  Louis ,  and  fortifying  the  ifle  of  Cochon,  for 
the  greater  fecunty  of  the  harbour.  The  poor  people  here  are 
n  a  miferable  condition,  but  I  fhall  do  every  thing  i„  my  power 
to  procure  them  the  things  they  want. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  mclofed  the  capitulation  of  the 
governor,  as  well. as  that  of  the  inhabitants.  The  latter  have  be- 
haved,  in  all  their  dealings,  with  great  candour;  and  it  is  a 
juitice  i  owe  them,  to  acquaint  you  with  it. 

t  as  y®'136?  PoffibIe  for  me  to  go  round  ths  ifland  to 

fee  the  different  potts  that  mult  be  occupied,  I  therefore  cannot 

yet  determine  the  exaft  number  of  troops  that  will  beneceffary  to 
be  left  for  their  defence.  1 

I'be  great  abidance  I  have  received  from  Capt.  I.ynn,  of  his 
Majelly  s  (hip  the  Roebuck ,  in  the  different  fei  vices  1  have  been 
carrying  on  for  the  red  .  Pion  of  thefe  iflands,  ought  not  to  be  for¬ 
got  by  me,  as  well  as  his  firft  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Keatin v ;  both 
whom  1  beg  leave  to  'cccmmend  to  your  favour. 

I  find  it  is  impoffible  (from  the  different  parts  of  the  Iflands 
where  they  are  to  be  received)  for  me  to  procure  a  return  of  the 
artillery  and  ftores  (which  have  been  delivered  up,  in  confequence 
of  the  capitulation)  to  fend  by  this  opportunity;  but  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  have  the  Honour  of  lending  it  very  foon. 

I  cannot  help  congratulating  myfelf,  that  I  had  juft  figned  the 
capitulation  with  the  inhabitants  of  th e  Grand  Terre,  when  a  mef- 
fenger  arrived  in  their  camp  to  acquaint  them,  that  M.  Reauhar- 
nois,  the  general  of  thefe  iflands,  had  landed  at  St.  June’s,  on 
he  windward  part  of  that  ifland,  with  a  reinforcement  from  Mar- 
timco,  of  600  regulars  2000  buccaneers,  and  2000  ftand  of 
fpare  arms  for  the  inhabitants,  with  artillery  and  mortars,  unde 
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grefs:  their  principal  defign  feemed  to  be  be  to  cutoff  his 
retreat  to  the  Wefer,  to  which  he  kept  very  clofe,  as  he 
knew  the  infinite  confequence  of  that  communication.  How¬ 
ever,  if  the  enemy  failed  to  compafs  that  object,  all  the 

pre- 


the  convoy  of  M.  Bompart’s  fquadron.  This  fupport,  had  it 
arrived  there  an  hour  fooner,  mult  have  made  the  conqueft  of 
that  ifland  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible.  As  foon  as  he  heard 
the  capitulation  was  figned,  he  reimbarked  again. 

Commodore  Moore’*  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 
dated  Cambridge,  in  Prince  Rupert’*  Bay,  Dominique,  May 
11,  1759* 

BY  the  Griffin,  which  arrived  here  on  17th  of  April,  I 
was  honoured  with  your  letter,  fignifying  his  Majefty’s  molt 
gracious  approbation  of  my  conduct,  and  of  the  behaviour  of 
thofe  under  my  command,  which  I  took,  the  liberty  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  thofe  gentlemen :  And  give  me  leave  to  lay.  Sir,  no¬ 
thing  can  contribute  fo  much  to  our  happinefs,  as  being  honour¬ 
ed  with,  and  executing  orders  to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty’s 
arms. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  capitulation  of 
the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe  and  Grand  Lderre,  which  Major  Gen* 
Barrington  fends  to  you  by  this  exprefs;  in  gaining  which, 
great  honour  is  due  to  the  troops.  The  ftrong  hold,  the  enemy 
had,  could  not  be  conquered  but  by  great  condpdt  and  refo- 
lution. 

I  hope  the  conqueft  will  prove  as  great  an  acquifition  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me. 

It  is  with  great  pleafure,  I  think  I  may  fay,  Sir,  that  on  this 
expedition,  great  unanimity  has  been  .kept  up  between  the  two 
corps,  as  well  in  obedience  to  his  Majefiy’s  commands,  as  from 
our  own  inclinations.  It  has  ever  been  my  wiffi  to  have  fuch  har-  j 
many  fubfift,  and  I  flatter  myfeif  I  have  always  fucceeded. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  Sir,  that,  on  the  2d  inft.  being 
informed,  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  M. 
Bompart,  was  to  windward  of  Marigalante ,  I  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  endeavoured  to  get  up  with  them;  but,  after  beating 
five  days,  and  having  gained  very  little,  two  of  our  cruizers,  that 
I  had  fent  different  ways,  to  watch  the  enemy’s  motions,  faw 
them,  the  6th  inft.  return  betwixt  the  two  iflands  into  Fort 
Royal.  From  the  almoft  conflant  lee  currents,  it  being  very  dif¬ 
ficult  for  mips  to  get  to  windward,  it  mull  always  be  in  the  ene¬ 
my’s  choice,  whether  they  will  come  to  a  general  a&ion  or  not. 
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precautions  of  the  Prince  proved  a]fo  ineffectual  to  retard 
the  progrefs  of  their  arms.  Ritberg  was  furprifed,  Lipftadt 
was  blockaded,  IVIinden  was  taken  by  aflault,  where  a  par— 
nfon  of  150©  men  were  made  prifoners,  and  where  immenfe 
magazines  fell  into  their  hands.  D’Armentieres  advanced 
againft  Munfter;  he  attempted  to  take  the  place  by  a  coup 
de  main.  Though  foiled  in  his  attempt  with  confiderable 
lofs,  he  did  not  defift ;  he  drew  up  his  cannon  from 
Wefel,  and  after  a  fhort  fiege,  made  himfelf  July  2?, 
maiter  of  the  city ;  the  garrifon  of  4000  men, 
became  his  prifoners.  Nothing  feemed  able  to  withftand 
the  rapid  torrent  with  which  the  French  over-ran  the  whole 
country ;  they  no  longer  hoped,  the  conqueft  of  Hanover; 
it  was  with  them  an  abfolute  certainty.  Elated  with  the 
fair  appearance  of  their  fortune,  they  kept  no  bounds.  The 

at6  mhimAnifter?  the  Duke  of  ^  his  letters  to  the 

1  ar  a  ontades,  fpeaks  only  of  the  means  of  fecuring 
their  conqueft,  and  preventing  another  expuljion  from  Ha¬ 
nover;  and  for  this  end  propofed  the  moft  cruel  and  un- 
warrantable  expedients.  Nor  was  there  lefs  dread  and  de- 
jecfion  vifible  on  the  fide  of  the  allies,  than  pride  and  con¬ 
fidence  on  that  of  the  French.  The  archives  and  moft  va- 
ua  le  moveables  were  fent  off  from  Hanover  to  Stade.  All 
things  feemed  haftening  to  the  fame  pofture  which  drew  on 
the  famous  capitulation  of  Clofter  Seven. 

In  this  general  gloom  that  overfpread  the  fortune  of  the 
aihes,  the  Prince  kept  himfelf  unmoved  and  attentive  to  his 
defigns.  He  did  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  difconcerted  by 
blows,  which  he  had  probably  forefeen,  and  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  which  he  knew  how  to  prevent.  The  body  of 
he  french  army  after  the  taking  of  Minden,  had  ported 

rv^  jT  nuCar  \hr  Clty’  to  whlch  the  risht  of  their  army 

extended;  their  left  was  proteded  by  a  very  fteep  hill ;  in 

reaf  fMnTVaS  a  f,S,e  m°rafs  5  and  a  rivulet  covered  their 
thn'  N?  h',n|/1CT  d  be  more  advantageous  than  this  fitua- 
whllftthey  continued  in  it,  nothing  could  be  en- 
C  pnfed  againft  them.  The  army  of  the  allies,  after  a  con: 
tmued  retreat,  began  at  laft  to  advance,  and  fixed  their 

^  2  camp 

fqUadr°n  conflfts  of  nine  fail  of  the  line  and  three  fri- 

I  rtiall,  in  conjunaion  with  Gen.  Barrington,  give  everv 
ance  m  my  power  to  any  other  fervices.  8  7 
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camp  altogether  as  advantageoufly  at  Peterfhagen,  a  place 
about  three  leagues  from  the  enemy. 

Things  were  brought  to  that  pafs,  that  nothing  but  a 
battle  could  hinder  the  French  from  taking  winter  quarters 
in  the  electorate.  There  was  no  poflibility  of  attacking 
them  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs  in  the  camp  which  they  then 
occupied.  The  point  was  to  draw  them  from  that  poll  in¬ 
to  the  plain;  but  the  movements  neceffary  to  effect  this 
were  extremely  hazardous  to  an  inferior  army,  in  fight  of 
the  enemy.  The  operations  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  on  this 
occafion,  difplayed  fo  penetrating  and  uncommon  a  genius, 
fuch  a  guarded  boldnefs,  fuch  a  certainty  of  the  grounds  he 
went  upon,  fuch  a  perfect  poffeflion  of  himfelf,  that  per¬ 
haps  there  is  no  inftance  in  hiftory  of  generalfhip  fo  com- 
pleat  and  finifhed;  for  which  reafon  we  {hall  endeavour 
from  the  beft  lights  we  have,  to  draw  out  at  length  the 
feveral  parts  that  concurred  to  form  this  remarkable  piece  ; 
we  could  indeed  wifh  that  the  authentick  accounts  of  fo  ve¬ 
ry  memorable  an  event,  had  been  more  clear  and  explicit; 
but  we  muff  content  ourfelves  with  the  materials  we  have. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  Prince  Ferdinand  forfook  his  camp 
ontheWefer,  and  marched  towards  Hillen,  a  village  con- 
fiderably  to  his  right,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  army: 
However  he  took  care  to  leave  on  the  brink  of  that  river,  a 
body  under  General  Wangenheim;  which  extended  to  the 
town  of  Thornhaufen,  where  they  were  intrenched,  and 
fupported  by  a  confidcrable  artillery.  Fie  had  the  day  be¬ 
fore  detached  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunf- 
July  28.  wick,  with  6ooo  men,  to  make  a  compafs  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy’s  left  flank,  and  to  poll  himfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  their 
convoys  from  Paderborn. 

The  French  were  not  inattentive  to  thefe  movements; 
their  Generals  immediately  held  a  council  of  war;  and  the 
rcfult  was,  that  they  gave  completely  into  the  fnare  that 
was  laid  for  them.  They  faw,  as  they  imagined,  the  allied 
army  divided  and  disjointed;  and  now  the  happy  moment 
prefented  itfeif,  for  the  attack  of  General  Wangenheim, 
who  they  knew  was  not  ftrong,  and  who  leemed  at  a  great 
diftance  from  the  reft  of  the  army,  fo  that  it  appeared  im- 
poflible  that  he  could  be  relieved.  1  his  body  being  routed, 
as  it  eafily  might,  it  was  obvious  that  they  fliould  then  be 
able  to  place  themfclves  between  Prince  Ferdinand  s  army 
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and  the  Wefer,  and  cut  off  his  communication  with  that 
river  ;  the  great  object  at  which  they  aimed,  through  the 
whole  campaign,  and  in  which  was  involved  the  certain  de- 
ftru&ion  of  the  allies. 

Full  of  thefe  ideas  they  left  their  advantageous  poft,  and 
in  eight  columns  paffed  the  inorafs  in  their  front,  ^ 
and  advanced  into  the  plain.  The  Duke  of  Brog- 
lio  was  to  lead  the  attack*  by  falling  upon  that  body  that 
lay  near  the  river,  which  feemed  to  prelent  him  an  allured 
and  eafy  victory.  He  marched  on,  therefore,  with  great 
confidence  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  gained  an  eminence  which 
lay  along  his  front,  he  was  ftruck  with  the  utmoft  furprife, 
when,  inflead  of  a  few  pods  weakly  guarded,  he  beheld  the 
whole  army  of  the  allies  drawn  up  in  excellent  order,  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  banks  of  the  Wefer,  quite  to  the  morals, 
in  the  front  of  tiie  late  French  camp.  This  was  a  llroke  en¬ 
tirely  unexpected;  they  believed  the  Prince  to  have  been  at 
Hillen ;  but  he  had  marched  up,  and  the  whole  army  was 
joined  in  the  night.  This  difeovery  for  a  while  put  a  flop 
to  the  motions  of  the  French ;  they  were  hemmed  in  be¬ 
tween  the  allies,  the  morafs  and  the  river.  Their  fituation 
was  difagreeable,  but  it  was  now  impoffible  to  recede. 

The  allies,  finding  the  French  flower  than  they  expect¬ 
ed,  began  to  advance,  and  threatened  the  enemy’s  centre. 
This  was  compofed  almoft  wholly  of  horfe;  but  it  was  the 
flower  of  their  cavalry,  who  anticipated  the  fhock  of  the 
allies,  and  began  the  engagement.  The  brunt  of  the  battle 
was  almoft  wholly  fuflained  by  the  Englifh  infantry,  and 
fome  corps  of  Hanoverians,  which  flood  the  re- iterated 
charges  of  fo  many  bodies  of  horfe,  the  ftrength  and  glory 
of  the  French  armies,  with  a  refolution,  fteadinefs,  and 
expertnefs  in  their  manoeuvre,  which  was  never  exceeded, 
perhaps  never  equalled.  They  cut  to  pieces  or  entirely 
routed  thefe  bodies.  Two  brigades  of  foot  attempted  to 
fupport  them,  but  they  vanifhed  before  the  Englifh  infantrv. 
Waldegrave’s  and  Kingfley’s  regiments  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  a  particular  manner  this  day;  nor  were  their  com¬ 
manders  lefs  diflinguifhed.  The  enemy’s  horfe,  which 
compofed  their  centre,  being  entirely  difeomfited,  and  their 
right,  which  attacked  Wangenheim,  having  made  no  fort 
of  impreffion,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  a  retreat. 

At  this  point  of  time  the  Prince  fent  orders  to  Ld.  George 
Sackville,  who  commanded  the  whole  Britifh,  and  fcveral 

brigades 
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brigades  of  the  German  cavalry,  to  advance.  That  caval¬ 
ry  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  allies,  extended  to  the  mo¬ 
rals,  and  if  it  could  have  charged  at  the  inftance  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  retreat,  fuch  a  (hock  at  that  time,  and  in  that  fttua- 
tion,  would  in  all  probability  have  left  the  French  without 
an  army  in  Germany.  But  the  orders  were  not  fufRciently 
precife,  or  they  were  not  fufHciently  underftood  by  the  En- 
^lifh  commander  ;  fo  that  there  was  fome  delay  in  waiting 
for  an  explanation.  The  critical  minute  palled  away  ;  the 
Britifh  cavalry  loft  their  fhare  in  the  glory  of  the  a&ion;  and 
the  French  retreated  in  fome  order,  favoured  by  the  fpiri- 
ted  and  well-judged  efforts  of  the  Duke  of  Broglio,  and 
the  advantages  which  the  poffeffion  of  Minden  gave 
them. 

What  is  remarkable,  the  French  attribi^d  their  misfor¬ 
tune  in  this  battle  to  the  fame  error  in  their  drrpofition,  which 
loft  them  the  battle  of  Blenheim  ;  that  of  compofing  their 
centre  almoft  wholly  of  cavalry,  without  any  proper  fup- 
port  of  foot. 

The  battle  was  over ;  but  then  it  was  that  the  effeCts  of 
Prince  Ferdinand’s  admirable  difpofitions  appeared  in  their 
full  luftre.  The  French  not  having  been  molefted  by  the 
Britifh  cavalry  in  their  retreat,  had  an  opportunity  of  regain¬ 
ing  their  former  advantageous  poft.  They  had,  indeed, 
loft  the  honour  of  the  day,  and  miffed  the  ftroke  which  they 
had  meditated.  They  had  like  wife  loft  a  great  number  of 
men.  But  all  thefe  Ioffes  and  difgraces  might  be  repaired, 
and  there  feemed  nothing  decifive  in  the  day  of  the  Minden. 
It  had  certainly  happened,  as  it  then  appeared,  if  the 
Prince  who  forefeeing  this,  and  neglecting  nothing  which 
could  be  provided,  had  not  formed  the  plan  of  detaching 
away  the  Hereditary  Prince  in  the  manner  already  related. 
At  five  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  this  young  hero  attacked 
a  large  body  of  the  French  under  the  Duke  de  Brifac  ;  this 
body,  though  polled  in  a  moft  advantageous  manner,  he 
entirely  defeated,  and  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  in  Min¬ 
den.  The  news  of  this  blow  came  with  an  ill  omen  toM. 
de  Contades,  in  the  inftant  when  the  Englifh  infantry  began 
to  engage  his  centre.  The  enemy  himfelf  could  not  help 
admiring  the  dexterity  of  the  ftroke  under  which  he  funk  : 
and  full  of  aftonifhment  at  a  conduCf  at  once  fo  daring  and 
judicious,  paid  the  juft  applaufe  to  a  General,  who  could 
detach  with  fecurity  fo  large  a  body  from  his  army,  when 

he 
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he  was  going  to  attack  an  enemy  already  much  fuperior  to 
him  in  numbers. 

This  happy  ftroke  decided  the  affair,  all  the  paffes  thro* 
which  the  French  could  draw  fuccour  or  provifion,  were 
feized.  They  relinquifhed  their  ftrong  poll: ;  they  fled 
through  Minden,  and  pafling  the  Wefer,  retreated  to  the 
eaftward  of  that  river  3  thus  loflng  all  the  advantages  which 
they  had  made  in  the  campaign,  and  forced  to  retreat  thro’ 
a  country  different  from  that  through  which  they  had  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  in  which  they  had  taken  no  meafures  to  pro¬ 
cure  fubfiftence. 

The  lofs  of  the  French  in  this  a£f  ion  amounted  to  about 
feven  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners ;  among 
whom  were  many  officers  of  confiderable  rank.  The  lofs 
of  the  allies  was  not  more  than  two  thoufand.  .The  Eng- 
lifli,  as  they  gained  the  greateft  glory,  fo  they  were  the 
greateft  fufferers.  Twelve  hundred  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  were  of  that  nation.  The  Prince  on  the  day  after  the 
battle  paid  the  due  honours  to  thefe  illuftrious  corps,  as  welt 
as  to  feveral  of  the  Hanoverians  who  had  behaved  in  the 
fame  gallant  manner.  He  did  juftice  to  the  merit  of  the 
officers;  he  diftinguifhed  their  names;  and  even  particula- 
rifed  fo  low  as  captains.  To  lome  in  the  moft  obliging  man¬ 
ner  he  fent  confiderable  prefents ;  and  he  omitted  nothing 
to  {hew  that  he  knew  what  it  is  to  be  well  ferved,  and  how 
to  encourage  the  troops  and  officers  to  do  their  duty  with 
fpirit  and  chearfulnefs. 

Although  the  Englifh  had  the  greateft  {hare  in  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  this  fignal  day,  and  that  the  Prince  acknowledged 
their  merit  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  (a)  yet  a  cloud  was  caft 

over 


(a)  Prince  Ferdinand's  Orders  the  Day  after  the  Battle  of 

Minden . 

HI  S  Serene  Highnefs  orders  his  greateft  thanks  to  be  given  to 
the  whole  army  for  their  bravery  and  good  behaviour  yef- 
teiday,  particularly  to  the  Britijb  infantry,  and  two  battalions  of 
Hanoverian  guards;  to  all  the  cavalry  of  the  left  wing,  and  to 
Gen.  tTangeinbeim's  corps,  particularly  the  regiment  of  Holftein, 
the  HeJJian  cavalry,  the  Hanoverian  regiment  du  Corps  and  Ha~ 
tnerjlin  s ;  the  fame  to  all  the  brigades  of  heavy  artillery.  His 

Serene 
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over  their  triumph.  There  were  fome  expreflions  in  the 
orders  for  the  rejoicing,  which  were  fuppofed  to  convey  a 
very  fevere  reflection  on  Lord  G.  S.  commander  in  chief 

of  • 

W  ,  1  *  " 

V—  . . . . ■  ...  .»H  ■  ■  . . . .  ■■■  '  .  ..M.-i—  I  I  ■■■  ■■  iwih-ii  ■ 

Serene  Highnefs  declares  publicly,  that  next  to  God  he  attri¬ 
butes  the  glory  of  the  day  to  the  intrepidity  and  extraordinary 
good  behaviour  of  thefe  troops,  which  he  allures  them  he  fhall 
retain  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  as  long  as  he  lives ;  and  if  ever  upon 
any  occafion  he  fhall  be  able  to  ferve  thefe  brave  troops,  or  any  of 
them  in  particular,  it  will  give  him  the  utmoft  pleafure.  His 
Serene  Highnefs  orders  his  particular  thanks  to  be  likewife  given 
to  Gen.  Spore  ken,  the  Duke  of  Holfein ,  Lieutenant  Generals 
Imhoff  and  Urff.  His  Serene  Highnefs  is  extremely  obliged  to 
the  Count  de  Buckeburg ,  for  his  extraordinary  care  and  trouble  in 
the  management  of  the  artillery,  which  was  ferved  with  great 
effed;  likewife  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  feveral  brigades 
of  artillery,  viz,  Col.  Browne,  Lieut.  Col.  Hutte ,  Major  HaJJe , 
and  the  three  Bnglijh  Captains,  Phillips ,  Drummond ,  and  Foy» 
His  Serene  Highnefs  thinks  himfelf  infinitely  obliged  to  Major 
Generals  JValdegrave  and  King  fey ,  for  their  great  courage  and 
good  order,  in  which  they  concluded  their  brigades.  His  Serene 
Highnefs  further  orders  it  to  be  declared  to  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Mar- 
quifs  of  Granby ,  that  he  is  perfuaded,  that  if  he  had  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  had  him  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
right  wing,  his  prefence  would  have  greatly  contributed  to  make 
the  decifion  of  that  day  more  complete  and  more  brilliant.  In 
fhort,  his  Serene  Highnefs  orders,  that  thefe  of  his  Suite  whofe 
behaviour  he  moft  admired  be  named,  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond , 
Col.  Fitzrcy,  Cap.  Ligonier ,  Col.  Watfon,  Capt.  W i  If  on,  aid  de 
camp  to  Major-Gen.  TValdegrave,  Adjutant  Generals  Erf  off, 
Bulow,  Durendolle,  the  Count  Bobs  and  Malerti ',  his  Serene 
Highnefs  having  much  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  conduft. 
And  his  Serene  Highnefs  defires  and  orders  the  generals  of  the 
army,  that  upon  all  occafions  when  orders  are  brought  to  them 
by  his  aid  de  camps,  that  they  be  obeyed  punctually,  and  without 
delay. 

Prince  Ferdinand,  in  the  orders  of  the  2 d  of  Auguft ,  having  omit¬ 
ted  Captain  Mac  bean,  fent  the  following,  wrote  in  his  own 

hand . 

SIR 

IT  is  from  a  fenfe  of  your  merit,  and  a  regard  to  jufiice, 
that  1  do  in  this  manner  declare  I  have  reafon  to  be  infinite- 
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of  the  Englifh  forces.  The  Prince  required  with  an  em- 
phafis,  which  Teemed  particularly  pointed,  that  his  orders 
by  his  aids  de  camps  for  the  future  fhould  be  more  exactly 
obeyed.  In  -a  manner  Pill  lefs  to  be  mifunderftood,  he 
expreffed  his  concern  that  the  Marquis  of  Granby  had  not 
had  the  command  of  the  Britifh  cavalry.  Had  he  com¬ 
manded,  his  highnefs  made  no  doubt>  that  the  fuccels  of  the 
day  had  been  much  more  complete  and  brilliant.  The  fe- 
vere  infinuation  concerning  the  difobedience  to  orders,  and 
the  invidious  compliment  to  a  fubordinate  officer,  were 
clear  declarations. 

The  news  of  a  vidtory  fo  glorious  to  our  troops,  and  of  a 
cenfuie  fo  difgraceful  to  their  commander,  came  at  once  to 
England.  In  proportion  to  the  joy  which  filled  all  hearts, 
in  proportion  to  their  opinion  of  the  great  general  to  whom 
tney  owed  fo  feafonable  an  an  advantage,  was  their  indignati¬ 
on  again!!  the  unfortunate  commander  to  whom  it  was  at¬ 
tributed  that  this  advantage  was  not  greater.  The  public, 
as  ufual,  judged  definitively  upon  the  firf!  charge.  *  They 
never  pardon  a  general  whofe  error  it  is  to  fall  fhort.  In 
vain  they  aie  prayed  to  fu/pend  their  judgment,  and  to  wait 
for  a  full  difcuffion ;  the  matter  is  already  decided;  they 
have  a  fact  againl!  an  officer,  and  they  look*  upon  all  rea¬ 
soning  in  his  favour,  not  fo  much  a  defence  of  his  conduct, 
as  the  exertion  of  eloquence  and  artifice  to  palliate  a  nee  led! 

of 


ly  Satisfied  with  your  behaviour,  a&ivity,  and  zeal,  which  in  fo 
confpicuous  a  manner  you  made  appear  at  the  battle  of  Tbornbau- 
Jenon  the  fin!  of  Auguft .  I  he  talents  you  potfefs  in  your  pro- 
felfion  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  render  our  fire  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  it  is  to  you  and  your  brigade  that  I  am  indebt¬ 
ed  for  having  filenccd  the  fire  of  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  which 
extremely  galled  the  troops,  and  particularly  the  Bntijh  infantry. 

Accept  tnen,  fir,  rrom  me,  the  juft  tribute  of  my  molt  perfect 
acknowledgments,  accompanied  with  mv  fincere  thanks.  I  (hall 
be  happy  m  every  opportunity  of  obliging  you,  defirincr  only  oc¬ 
casions  of  proving  it;  being  with  the  molt  diftinguilhed  eiteem. 

Tour  devoted  and 

entirely  affectionate  fervant , 

V  FERDINAND. 


/ 
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of  duty.  'This  indeed  makes  the  cafe  of  officers  particular¬ 
ly  hard*  but  then  it  always  fhews  them  what  they  have  to 
do. 

The  merits  of  the  matter  are  ftiil  regarded  in  the  fame 
light  by  the  public.  But  the  heat,  the  eagernefs,  and  cu- 
riofity  of  the  firft  movements  being  over,  the  matter  will 
be  heard,  whenever  it  comes  to  be  again  difculTed  with  lefs 
attention,  but  with  lefs  paffion  too.  It  is  not  for  us  to  de¬ 
liver  any  opinion  in  fo  nice  a  controverfy.  We  have  in  points 
of  lefs  moment  hitherto  declined  it;  and  we  (hall  always  de¬ 
cline  it  until  the  proper  judges  before  whom  it  probably  will 
come,  fhall  have  taught  us  what  to  think.  There  is  in¬ 
deed  no  doubt  that  if  the  cavalry  of  the  allies  right  wing, 
fituated  as  it  was,  had  *  been  brought  to  acf  at  the  critical 
time  when  it  had  orders  to  move,  the  battle  of  Minden  had 
proved  as  decifive  as  that  of  Hocfted.  But  whether  it  was 
a  fault  in  the  giving  or  the  delivering  of  the  orders,  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  forne  mifapprehenfion  in  him  who  received 
them,  we  cannot  but  fmcerely  pity  a  commander  of  fuch 
admirable  talents,  who  by  the  error  or  the  misfortune  of  a 
moment,  loft  an  opportunity  that  would  have  ranked  him 
for  ever  with  the  Marlboroughs  and  the  Brunfwicks. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  his  lordihip  refigned  his  com¬ 
mand  and  returned  to  London.  He  was  but  a  few  days  in 
London  \vhen  he  was  deprived  of  all  his  military  employ¬ 
ments.  The  Marquis  of  Granby,  whom  the  opinion  of 
Prince  Ferdinand,  and  the  defires  of  the  whole  army  had 
pointed  out,  fucceeded  him  in  his  command.  A  generous 
and  ardent  courage,  an  affability  of  manners  that  flowed 
from  no  artifice,  a  manly  freedom  and  opennefs  of  foul,  a 
chearful  and  unreferved  converiation,  a  munificence  that 
knew  no  bounds,  fo  many  qualities  of  the  man  and  of  the 
foldier,  endeared  him  to  the  whole  army,  and  rendered  En¬ 
glish  and  foreigners,  his  inferiors,  his  equals  and  his  luperi- 
or  in  command,  unanimous  in  his  favour. 

Whilft  thefe  changes  were  making.  Prince  Ferdinand 
loft  no  time  to  improve  his  vidfory,  by  the  purfuit  of  the 
French,  who  retired  in  the  utmoft.  diftrefs.  The  allies  were 
not  indeed  able  to  overtake  the  main  body  of  their  army, 
but  they  haraffed  them  extremely,  and  the  French  were 
obliged  to  facrifice  a  great  part  of  their  army  piece-meal  to 
preferve  the  reft  entire.  The  neceffity  of  providing  fubfil- 

tence  drove  them  towards  Caffel.  i  he  Prince  purfued 

them, 


\ 
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them,  obliged  them  to  evacuate  that  place,  and  once  more 
treed  that  poor  diftrefled  country  from  the  French  tyranny, 
i  he  cattle  ot  Zhegenhayn,  after  an  hour’s  defence,  gave 
the  allies  about  400  prifoners.  After  this  the  He¬ 
reditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  equally  confpicu-  Aug.  23. 
ous  in  the  greater  and  the  lefler  operations  of  war, 
made  a  private  march  at  night  in  order  to  fur-  27. 
priie  a  <?orps  ot  French  irregulars,  commanded 
by  the  famous  partisan  Fifcher,  which  were  polled  at 
Vv  etter,  where  it  was  convenient  for  the  allies  to  encamp. 
This  corps  he  entirely  routed,  killing  a  great  number  and 
taking  400.  7  he  French  threw  a  garrifon  into  Marpurg, 

in  hopes  of  putting  fome  dop  to  the  rapid  career  of  the  allies. 
In  eftecd  this  did  prove  an  obftacle  for  fome  days,  but  at 
lengtn  tne  cadle  furrendered,  and  the  garrifon, 
confiding  of  between  8  and  900  men,  became  Sept.  1 1. 
prifoners  of  war. 


Here  a  bound  was  fet  to  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  arms, 
rsot  that  they  were  flopped  by  any  confiderable  obflrudtion 
*rom  the  main  body  of  the  french  in  that  quarter,  but  from 
fome  effe&s  in  another  quarter  of  the  unfuccefsful  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  campaign,  from  which  the  battle  of  Minden 
had  not  yet  perfedly  difengaged  them.  Munfter  was  dill 
behind  them,  and  dill  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
a  powerful  garrifon  in  that  city.  M.  de  Contades,  who 
even  after  his  defeat  exceeded  the  allies  in  numbers,  and 
lad  now  no  further  view  of  an  odenfive  campaign,  fent  a 
drong  body  under  d’Armentieres,  which  was  reinforced  by 
fome  troops  from  the  Lower  Rhine,  to  near  15,000  men. 
to  cover  that  place.  Prince  Ferdinand  had  before  detach¬ 
ed  General  Imhoff  from  CafTel  in  order  to  reduce  it  On 
the  approach  of  d’Armentieres,  Imhoff  was  obliged  to  raife 
the  liege.  But  being  foon  after  reinforced,  the 

i coniman(^er  retired  in  his  turn  towards  Sept.  6. 
vVefel,  the  podeffion  of  which  place  had  all  along 

proved  of  infinite  importance  to  the  French  in  all  their  ope- 
radons  I  he  fiege  of  Munder  was  again  refumed,  but 
the  bufinefs  threatened  to  be  difficult  and  tedious.  This 
however  was  the  only  rub  which  the  allies  encountered.  In 
all  other  refpe&s  they  were  perfe&ly  fortunate.  They  had 
driven  their  enemy  two  hundred  miles  before  them,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign,  after  all  their  efforts,  and  all  their 

*  2  fanguine 
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fanguine  hopes  of  conqueft,  fet  them  down  juft  where  they 
had  .begun  it. 

The  event  of  the  battle  of  Minden,  and  the  fubfequent 
misfortunes  of  the  French  arms,  threw  Verlailles  into  the 
ytmoft  confufion.  Ths  news  of  that  defeat  arrived  juft  as 
the  King  was  taking  horfe  to  hunt.  Fie  retired  filent  and 
dejedled  into  the  apartment  of  Madam  de  Pompadour,  and 
for  lome  time  faw  none  of  his  minifters.  The  Duke  of 
Broglio  and  M.  de  Contades  mutually  acculed  each  other, 
for  the  ill  condudl  of  that  day.  The  public  acquitted  Lro~ 
glio.  Belleifle  and  his  General  Contades  loft  all  reputati¬ 
on:  but  the  duke  ftill  prelerved  his  employment  and  a  con^- 
fiderable  part  of  his  influence  at  court. 

As  foon  as  .the  firft  confufion  and  furprize  of  fo  unexpect¬ 
ed  an  event  was  a  little  abated;  it  was  refolved  to  fend  re¬ 
inforcements  to  their  army  in  Germany,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  fend  thither  fome  officer  of  experience  and  authori¬ 
ty,  who  might  judge,  and  compofe,  if  poffible,  tne  differ¬ 
ences  which  fubfifted  between  the  commanders ;  as  well  as 
to  affift  in  the  deliberations  for  retrieving  their  affairs.  Pub¬ 
lic  misfortunes  call  great  men  from  their  obfcurity.  M.  de 
Etrees  was  chofen  on  this  occafion,  and  invefted  with  an  au¬ 
thority  which  he  unwillingly  accepted.  When  he 
Sept.  25.  arrived  at  the  French  camp,  he  could  not  avoid 
a  figh  on  viewing  of  the  ruins  of  that  army,  which 
had  triumphed  under  his  command  at  Flaftenbeck.  How- 
ver,  his  behaviour  to  M.  de  Contades  was  polite  and  gene¬ 
rous.  The  old  Marefchal  told  him  that  he  was  not  come 
to  take  his  command,  but  to  ferve  under  him ;  and  whilft 
he  afflfted  him  with  his  advice,  he  would  receive  his  or¬ 
ders  . 

Whilft  the  French  endeavour  to  piece  up  their  broken 
fortune  in  Germany,  they  made  fome  (how  of  pufhing  the 
other  part  of  their  fcheme  with  vigour.  All  their  ports  . 
were  full  of  the  preparations  for  an  invafion  of  the  Britifti 
dominions.  Men  of  war,  trafports  and  flat- bottomed  boats, 
now  almoft  a  word  of  ridicule,  were  prepared  with  great  di- 
3 i pence.  They  talked  of  a  triple  embarkation.  M,  1  hu- 
rot  was  to  command  a  fmall  fquadron  and  feveral  tranfports 
from  Dunkirk,  which  it  was  believed  were  intended  for 
Scotland.  This  man  from  a  mafter  c>f  a  merchant  (hip  be¬ 
came  a  captain  of  a  privateer,  in  which  capacity  he  greatly 

annoyed  the  Englift  trade,  and  acquired  a  reputation.  At 

a  time 


/ 
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a  time  when  France  does  not  abound  with  great  men,  his 

fervices  in  this  way  and  his  daring  fpirit,  recommended  him 
to  a  command  in  the  King’s  fervice. 

The  defign  againft  England,  as  the  voyage  hither  is  the 
fhorteft,  was  to  be  attempted  from  Havre,  and  foine  other 
ports  of  Normandy,  in  flat-bottomed  boats.  The  third 
embarkation,  which  was  luppofed  againft  Ireland,  was  to 
be  made  from  Vannes  in  the  Lower  Brittany,  where  a 
large  body  of  troops  was  affcmbled,  commanded  by  the 
Duke  d’Aiguillon  governor  of  that  province.  This  embar¬ 
kation  was  to  be  covered  by  the  fleet  under  M.  de  Conflans 
which  was  preparing  with  great  diligence  in  Breft.  Had 
this  defign  been  fuch  as  it  was  reprefented,  and  had  it  been 
put  into  execution,  there  is  no  doubt  but  fuch  an  attempt 
upon  both  kingdoms,  at  three  different  places  at  once,  muft 
have  thrown  the  whole  into  no  fmall  confufion.  But  excel¬ 
lent  meal u res  were  taken  on  the  part  of  England  to  fruf- 
trate  their  defigns,  whatever  they  might  have  been. 

A  Iquadron  under  Commodore  Boys  was  ftationed  before 

u  cr  •  A,dmlraI  Kodney  was  fent  to  bombard  Havre, 
which  fervice  he  performed  with  fuccefs.  Admiral  Hawke 
Locked  up  the  harbour  of  Breft  with  a  ftrono-  fquadron 
w  lift  a  leffer  kept  a  watch  upon  that  of  Vannes.  Thefe 
precautions  were  continued  the  whole  fummer,  during  which 

SeofCMref  rather  n°w]Y'  but  a?ter  the 

thev  t  f  Aflndln  haud  deftr°yed  their  hopes  in  Germany, 

iffue  it  hTrf  t^1Sii°bj?<a  With.the  Sreater  attention.  What 
firft  o ,f h  d  WC  lni‘  re  ate  ln  lts  ProPer  Place.  But  their 

arms  on Tmd  °n  ^  PTOVed  aS  unfuccefsful  as  their 

A  great  fleet  was  equipped  at  Toulon,  which  fomedefti- 
ned  or  America,  whilft  others  believed  it  was  defined  to 
unite  itfelf  with  that  of  Breft  to  favour  the  invaf.on.  Ad- 
miial  Bofcawen  who  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean, 
blocked  up  this  fquadron,  until  fome  unfavourable  weather 

i,  I’"  :"fT  h,r  ^  kim  *“">  ■» St 

raftar  to  refit.  1  he  French  took  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  lau  out,  and  they  proceeded  with  great  dili-  Aim  n 
gence  to  the  ftreights.  b  S' 1 4> 

They  had  arrived  very  near  Gibraltar  before  the  admiral 

had  notice  of  their  approach;  but  notwithftanding  that  out 
ft.ps  were  not  perfectly  prepared  to  fail,  the  admiral  ufed 

fuch 
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fuch  great  expedition  that  in  two  hours  after  the  account  ar¬ 
rived  the  Englifh  fleet  was  out  at  fea. 

The  Engifli  fleet  was  compofed  of  fourteen  (hips  of  the 
line  hefides  frigates.  The  enemy  had  twelve  of  the  line. 
They  were  fuperior  in  the  bulk  of  their  {hips  and  in  the 
number  of  men,  if  they  were  inferior  in  the  number  of  vef- 
fels;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  perfons  of  judgment, 
that  if  they  had  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  fought  Mr. 
Bofcawen  in  order,  they  might  very  well  have  hoped  for  a 
better  iflue  of  this  matter  than  they  found.  But  the  evil 
genius  of  France  operating  on  the  cowardice  or  incapacity 
of  their  commander,  induced  them  to  feparate  their  fleet 
and  fly.  The  Englifh  fhips  were  newly  refitted ;  they  pro¬ 
ved  better  failors ;  and  the  men,  animated  with  the  fpirit- 
ed  example  of  their  admiral,  engaged  the  French  fhips  as 
they  could  overtake  them ;  and  they  overtook  fome  of  them 
off  Cape  Lagos  in  Portugal.  A  briflc  engagement  enfu- 
ed.  Two  of  the  enemy’s  fhips,  the  Ocean  and  the  Re¬ 
doubtable,  were  run  on  fhore  and  burned.  The  firft  was 
the  fhip  of  M.  de  la  Clue,  the  French  admiral,  who  efca- 
ped  to  land ;  but  being  grievoufly  wounded,  and,  as  it  is 
faid,  having  loft  both  his  legs,  he  died  foon  after.  Two 
other  capital  fhips,  the  Centaure  and  Modefte,  were 
taken. 

The  fcattered  remains  of  their  fleet  with  difficulty  got 
into  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  where  they  were  foon  after 
blocked  up,  and  where  they  ftill  remain.  This  a£tion  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  1 8th  of  Auguft;  and  it  gave  a  great  eclat  to 
the  Britifh  arms,  which,  in  the  fame  month,  had  triumph¬ 
ed  fo  Agnail  y  both  by  fea  and  land  (b). 

CHAP. 


(b )  Admiral  Bofcanven  s  Letter  to  Mr.  Clenjland,  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty ,  dated ,  Namure ,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent ,  Augujt 

20,  1759. 

<<  y  Acquainted  you  in  my  laft  of  my  return  to  Gibraltar  to  re- 
J  fit.  As  foon  as  the  fhips  were  near  ready,  I  ordered  the 
Lime  and  Gibraltar  frigates,  the  firft  to  cruize  off  Malaga,  and 
the  laft  from  EJlepona  to  Ceuta  Point,  to  look  out,  and  give  me 

timely  notice  of  the  enemy’s  approach.  ,  , 

On  the  17th,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  the  Gibraltar  made  tne 
'  fignal 
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Cornt  Dcbna  difgraced.  TVedel  fucceeds  him.  The  RufR- 

F-  TfZ  fan ,  BattJf  °f  Zulkhau-  ^ans  fake 
'  Ff°p  f°’J  0H  thC  9rier‘  Gen-  haudohn  joins  them.  Kin * 

°d  J°fs  hVedel.  Battle  of  Cunnerfdorf.  Kine  of 

Prujfia  repaffes  the  Oder.  Soltikof  and  Dain  communi¬ 
cate.  King  of  Prujfia  detaches  General  Wunfch  into 

Saxon?  Parallel  of  the  King  of  Prujfia  and  Prince  Per- 
ainand  of  Brunfwick. 

A  V hC  w  *ng  °f-  Pruffia’s  victory  at  Rolbach  had  given 

jfA  an1°f,portunit>'  to  free  their  coun- 

fy,  it  ought  be  expeded  that  the  affair  at  Minden  would 

have 

eatiward  ot^CeufA*™^ ‘  +  ^  °n  lhe  BarbarS  ft°re  to  the 
f  got  under  fa,l  as  fall  as  poffible,  and  was  out  of  the  bav  be 

2 z-ss  £z  L  iS;  ~  » 

an  hour  paft  two  fome  of  tbe\  a  f  l  *  Ylnd‘  About  half 

!  °'7°  l'  “ 

b.«  r.ii„„  h„ing  ,„„td  „lelr  (,”°  »<">«  1 

not  above  three  miles  frnm  fin ,  1  *■£•  night).  We  were 

the  Ihore,  but  very  little  vld  A’h  "°‘  Y™  five  leaSu«  from 

the  breakers,  and  the  three  oihers^anchored^  J  f ‘ **  T  T™8* 
and  America  to  deftroy  the  Depart  r  *  ^cnt  ^ntreP^ 

chored,  could  not  get' in  ;  but  CaDt  k\  T"  an‘ 

vice  alone.  On  his  firltfi,-  PL  K  k  Pe,formed  that  fer- 

hi.  .Lt"  «"■*•  c,*. 

broke,  and  the  other  wounded  htl  U  1  ° ^  havin&  one  leg 

hour;  but  thev  found  the  Ca'ptM  leYY  Y"  haif  * 

veral  officers  and  men  on  boardP  ‘  Cam  v°”“‘  t  C"rw’  and  fe' 

°Ut’  “  lmp0ffible  ‘o  ^ing  &  Ap\tLtlV\Z 

Capt. 
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have  ferved  to  free  his  Pruffiart  majefty  from  fome  of  the 
numerous  armies  that  oppreffed  him.  But  as  this  battie 
was  fought  in  the  middle  of  the  feafon  for  adion,  anu  as 
Munfter  ftill  continued  in  the  polleffion  of  the  r  tench. 
Prince  Ferdinand  could  not  venture  at  that  time,  to  matte 
any  detachment  from  his  army  in  the  King’s  favour,  with¬ 
out  rifquins;  all  the  advantages  which  he  had  obtained  ,iom 
his  victory:  The  King  of  Pruffia  was  therefore  left  alone 
to  ftrurro-le  with  the  Auftrians,  Ruffians,  Imperials,  and 


The  Ruffians,  whofe  motions  governed  thole  of  all  the 
other  armies,  left  their  camp  at  Pofna  in  Poland,  ar.c  quit¬ 
ting  the  Viftula,  drew  near  to  the  banks  ot  the  Cuei.  i  hey 


Capt.  Bentley,  of  the  Waftfight,  was  ordered  againft  the  ' 

retire  of  74  guns;  and  brought  her  off  with  little i  ®  Adm iral 
officers  and  men  all  on  board.  At  the  lame  time  V >«-Adui.ral 
Broderick  with  his  divifion  burnt  the  M doubtable ,  Her  om.er,  a 
men  having  qu  tted  her,  being  bulged;  and  brought  me  Moaefte, 

cf,te«  »o«  «r  n. 

majefty’s  Ihips  under  my  command  faded  better  than  thole  of  .e 

lnJlofed  I  fend  you  a  lift  of  the  French  fquadron,  found  on 

board  the  Me  deft  e .  .  ,  c  v  i an(! 

Herewith  vou  will  alfo  receive  tne  number  of  the  killed  and 

wounded  on  board  his  majefty’s  Ihips,  relerr.ng  their  lordlh.p,  for 

further  particulars  to  Capt.  Buckle. 

\ 

Lift  of  the  French  Squadron  under  the  command  ft  M.  de  la  Clue. 


Ships.  Guns. 

L’Ocean  80 
Le  Redoutable  74 
Le  Centau re  74 
Le  Souverain  74 
Le  Guerrier  74 
Le  Temeraire  74 
Le  Fantafque  64 
Le  Modefte  64 


burnt. 

burnt. 

taken. 

efcaped. 

efcaped. 

taken. 

loft  comp. 

taken. 


Ships .  Guns. 

Le  Lion  64 

Le  Triton  64 

Le  Fier  5° 

L*  Oriflamme  50  > 
LaChimere  26 
La  Minerve  ,  24 

La  Gracieufe  24 


loft  compa¬ 
ny  coming 
thro*  the 
S  freights. 


In  this  engagement  the  Englijh  had  36  men  killed,  and  196 
wounded. 
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were  under  the  command  of  a  Ruffian  nobleman,  Count 
Soltikofl.  Count  Dohna,  who  had  been  ordered  to  oppofe 
them,  faw  that  their  numbers  were  too  confiderable,  and 
their  polls  too  flrong  to  be  attacked  with  any  profpedl  of 
advantage,  fo  that  he  contented  himfelf  with  obferving  their 
motions,  and  haraffing  their  march.  This  condudl  feemed 
more  dilatory  and  timid  than  the  circumflances,  or  the  in¬ 
clinations  of  the  King  could  bear.  He  is  faid  to  have  re¬ 
proached  that  General  in  fo  fevere  a  manner,  for  a  condudl 
in  which  he  was  in  all  probability  very  juflifiable,  that  he 
took  the  firfl  opportunity  to  refign  his  command,  and,  un¬ 
der  the  pretence  of  recovering  his  health,  retired  to  Ber¬ 
lin.  The  King  immediately  put  General  Wedel  into  his 
place,  with  pofitive  orders  to  engage  the  Ruffian  army  at 
all  events.  To  enable  him  to  obey  his  commands,  he  re¬ 
inforced  him  with  feveral  detachments  from  his  own  army. 
The  pofitivenefs  of  the  King’s  orders  on  this  occafion  may 
perhaps  be  cenfured;  but  it  muff  be  owned,  that  the  time 
required  a  courfe  next  to  defperate.  His  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions  were  in  the  utmoft  danger,  and  nothing  but  lome 
great  and  fortunate  flroke  could  effectually  prevent  the 
jundlion  of  the  Auflrian  and  Ruffians  armies,  an  event 
which,  of  all  others,  he  had  the  greatefl  reafon  to  dread. 
Fortified  in  fome  meafure  by  the  reinforcements  he  had 
received,  and  in  confequence  of  his  orders,  Gen.  Wedel 
refolved  to  attack  the  Ruffians  on  their  march. 

They  had  got  to  Zulichau  and  diredled  their  July  23- 

courfe  to  Croffien  in  Silefia,  to  get  before  the  Pruf- 

fian  army,  and  to  make  good  the  paffage  of  the  Oder. 

I  he  fit  nation  of  the  Ruffians  was  very  advantageous  ;  poll¬ 
ed  upon  eminences,  defended  by  a  powerful  artillery,  and 
near  70,000  flrong.  The  Pruffian  army  fell  (liort  of  30,000; 
and  they  had  greater  difadvantages  than  their  inferiority  of 
number  to  get  over.  They  had  a  bridge  to  pafs,  and  fuch 
a  narrow  defile  to  flruggle  through,  that  fcarce  a  third  of  a 
battalion  could  march  in  front.  The  ground  was  fuch, 
that  the  cavalry  could  not  fupport  their  infantry.  Yet 
with  all  thefe  difficulties  the  attack  was  long  and  refolute. 
But  this  refolution  made  their  repulfe,  which  all  thefe  dis¬ 
advantages  had  rendered  inevitable,  far  more  bloody  and 
diflrefsful.  hour  thoufand  feven  hundred  were  killed  or 
prifoners:  the  wounded  came  to  3000.  General  Wober- 
fnow,  an  officer  of  great  ability,  was  killed,  and  General 

Z  Manteuffel 


lyS  The  History  of  the  War.  ,  1 759 . 

ManteulTel  was  wounded.  Hie  Pruffians  were  obliged  to 
retire,  but  they  were  not  purfued,  and  they  palled  the 
Oder  without  moleffation.  The  Ruffians  feized  upon  the 
towns  of  Crollen  and  Frankfort  on  the  Oder. 

H  he  King  of  Pruffia,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
had  never  hitherto  obtained  an  advantage  where  he  was 
not  perfonally  prefent.  His  prefence  now  became  more  ne- 
ceflary  than  ever.  Since  the  adtion  at  Zuiichau,  the  Ruffi¬ 
ans  had  penetrated  '  a  confiderable  way  into  his  territories, 
and  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  important  city  of  Frankfort 
upon  the  Oder.  He  therefore  marched  with  10,000  of  his 
bell  troops,  to  join  the  broken  army  of  Wedel,  in  order 
to  drive  this  formidable  and  determined  enemy  from  his 
country.  Prince  Henry  commanded  the  remainder  of  his 
army,  which  was  too  well  polled  to  fear  any  infult  during 
his  abfence.  The  eyes  of  all  were  fixed  upon  his  march, 
and  his  foldiers,  who  remembered  Zorndorf,  eagerly  long¬ 
ed  to  try  their  flrength  once  more  with  the  fame  anta¬ 
gonize. 

M.  Daun  was  not  unapprifed  of  the  motions  of  the  Ruffi¬ 
ans,  or  the  defigns  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  He  knew  that 
the  great  fault  of  the  Ruffian  troops,  was  the  want  of  a  re¬ 
gular  and  firm  cavalry,  which  might  be  depended  upon  in 
a  day  of  adlion.  This  defedf  was  a  principal  caufe  of  their 
misfortune  at  Zorndorf  in  the  lafl  year  ;  a  misfortune  which 
diiconcerted  all  the  operations  of  that  campaign.  As  this 
was  the  only  want  which  the  Ruffians  were  under,  fo  it  was 
that  which  Daun  was  bell  able  to  fupply  at  a  fhort  warning. 
With  this  view  he  feledled  about  12,000  of  his  horfe,  and 
there  is  no  better  horfe  than  that  of  the  Aufirians,  which 
with  about  8000  foot,  he  placed  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Laudohn,  one  of  the  ablefl  officers  in  that  fervice. 
This  body  was  divided  into  two  columns,  one  of  which 
marched  through  Silefia,  and  the  other  through  Lufatia. 
By  extreme  good  fortune  and  condudf,  with  little  lofs  or 
oppofition,  they  both  joined  the  Ruffian  army,  and  were 
received  with  tranfports  of  joy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  was  unable  to 
prevent  this  broke,  joined  General  Wedel  at 
Aug.  4.  Muhlrofe,  and  took  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  united  armies.  But  Hill  finding  himfelf  too 
weak  for  the  decifive  adlion  he  was  preparing  to  attempt, 
be  recalled  General  Finck,  whom  he  had  lent  fome  time 

before 
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before  into  Saxony  with  nine  thoufand  men,  in  order  toop- 
pofe  the  Imperialiffs  in  that  country.  With  thefe  reinforce¬ 
ments  he  was  not  able  to  raife  his  army  to  fifty  thoufand 
compleat.  That  of  the  Ruffians  lince  the  junction  of  Lau- 
dohn,  was  upwards  of  ninety  thoufand.  They  had  befides, 
taken  a  poft,  which  they  had  fo  flrongly  entrenched,  and 
defended  with  fuch  a  prodigious  number  of  cannon,  that  it 
was  extremely  difficult  and  hazardous  to  attempt  them, 
yet  under  thefe  accumulated  difadvantages,  it  was  abfolute- 
ly  neceiTary  that  he  fhould  fight.  The  detachments  from 
Count  Daunts  army  already  menaced  Berlin;  Saxony, 
which  he  was  ob  iged  to  leave  expofed,  had  become  a  prey 
to  the  Imperialists ;  and  the  Ruffians  united  with  the  Au- 
ftrians,  encamped  before  his  eyes  in  Silefia,  the  beft  and 
richeft  part  of  his  dominions.  In  fhort,  his  former  repu¬ 
tation,  his  prefent  difficulties,  his  future  hopes,  every  mo¬ 
tive  of  honour  and  of  fafety  demanded  an  engagement;  the 
campaign  hafted  to  a  decifion,  and  it  was  evident  that  no¬ 
thing  farther  could  be  done  by  marches  and  choice  of  polls. 
The  fanguine  temper  of  other  generals  has  often  obliged 
them  to  fight  under  difadvantages;  but  the  King  of  Pruffia’s 
circumftances  were  fuch,  that  from  the  multitude  of  his  e-* 
nemies,  he  was  neither  able  to  confult  times  nor  fituations. 
Rafhnefs  could  hardly  dictate,  any  thing  which  in  his  con¬ 
dition,  would  not  have  been  recommended  by  prudence. 

When  the  attack  was  refolved,  the  King’s  troops  put 
themfelves  in  motion  at  two  in  the  morning,  and 
having  formed  themfelves  in  a  wood,  advanced  Aug.  12. 
towards  the  enemy.  It  was  near  eleven,  before 
the  a&ion  began.  The  principal  effort  of  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  was  againfi:  the  left  wing  of  the  Ruffian  army.  He  be¬ 
gan  according  to  their  ufuai  method,  with  a  fierce  cannon¬ 
ade,  which  having  had  the  effect  he  defired  from  it,  he 

attacked  that  wTing  with  feveral  battalions  difpofed  in  co¬ 
lumns. 

The  Ruffian  entrenchments  were  forced  with  great 
flaughter.  Seventy-two  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken.  But 
ftdl  there  was  a  oefile  to  be  paffed,  and  feveral  redoubts  to 
be  mallei cd,  which  covered  the  village  of  Cunnerfdorf. 
I  hefe  were  attacked  with  the  fame  reiolution,  and  taken 
one  alter  another.  I  he  enemy  made  another  ffand  at  the 
village,  and  endeavoured  to  preferve  their  ground  there, 
by  pufhing  forward  feveral  battalions  of  horfe  and  foot  • 

Z  2  but 
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but  their  refinance  there,  proved  not  more  effe&ual  than 
it  had  done  every  where  elfe ;  they  were  driven  from  poft 
to  poft,  quite  to  the  laft  redoubts.  For  upwards  of  fix: 
hours  f  ortune  favoured  the  PrulTians,  who  every  where 
broke  the  enemy,  with  an  unparallelled  daughter.  They 
had  driven  them  from  almoft  all  the  ground  which  they 
had  occupied  before  the  battle,  they  had  taken  more  than 
half  their  artillery ;  fcarce  any  thing  feemed  wanting  to  the 
moft  complete  decifion. 

The  King  in  thofe  circumftances  wrote  a  billet  to  the 
Queen  to  this  effedl;  Mad  m,  we  have  beat  the  Ruffi- 
“  ans  from  their  entrenchments.  In  two  hours  expect  to 
cc  hear  of  a  glorious  victory.”  This  news  arrived  at  Ber¬ 
lin,  juft  as  the  poft  was  going  out,  and  the  friends  of  the 
King  of  Pruftia  throughout  Europe,  exulted  in  a  certain 
conclufive  vidtory.  Mean  time,  Fortune  was  preparing  for 
him  a  terrible  reverfe. 

The  enemy,  defeated  in  almoft  every  quarter,  found 
their  left  wing,  fhattered  as  it  was,  to  be  more  entire  than 
any  other  part  of  the  army.  Count  SoltikofF  therefore  af- 
fembled  the  remains  of  his  right,  and  gathering  as  many  as 
he  could  from  the  centre,  reinforced  that  wing,  and  made 
a  ftand  at  a  redoubt  which  had  been  erected  on  an  advan¬ 
tageous  eminence,  in  a  place  called  The  Jew>  burying 
ground.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  finifti  matters  in  favour 
of  the  King,  but  to  drive  the  Ruffians  from  this  their  laft 
hope.  But  this  enterprize  was  difficult.  It  is  confidently 
faid,  that  the  Pruffian  generals  were  unanimous  in  opinion, 
that  they  fhould  not  endeavour  at  that  time  to  pufli  any  fur¬ 
ther  the  advantages  they  had  obtained.  They  reprefented 
to  the  King,  that  the  enemy  was  If  ill  very  numerous,  their 
artillery  confidcrable,  and  the  poft  which  they  occupied  of 
great  ftrength;  that  his  brave  troops,  who  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  for  fo  long  a  time,  in  the  fevereft  adtion,  perhaps, 
ever  known,  and  in  one  of  the  hotteft  days  ever  felt,  were 
too  much  exhaufted  for  a  new  attempt;  an  attempt  of  fuch 
extreme  difficulty,  as  might  daunt  even  troops  that  were 
quite  frefti.  That  the  advantage  he  gained  would  be  as  de- 
cifive  in  its  confequences  as  that  at  Zorndorf;  and  whilft 
the  enemy  filled  the  gazettes  of  their  party,  with  frivolous 
difputes  of  the  field  of  battle,  he  would  be  reaping,  as  he 
did  then,  all  the  effects  of  an  unqueftioned  vi&ory.  That 
the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  retire  immediately  into  Po- 
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land,  and  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  aCt  in  other  quarters, 
where  his  prefence  was  full  as  neceiiary. 

Thefe  reafons  were  very  cogent ;  and  for  a  few  momenta 
they  feemed  to  have  fome  weight  with  the  King.  Bat  his 
character  foon  determined  him  to  a  contrary  refolution  fie 
could  not  bear  to  be  a  conqueror  by  halves.  One  effort 
more  was  alone  wanting  to  that  victory,  w nich  would  iree 
him  for  ever  from  the  adverfary,  which  naC  leaned  heavuft 
on  him  during  the  whole  war. 

Once  mor  :  he  put  all  to  the  hazard.  His  infant.  y,  dill 
refolute,  and  fupported  by  their  late  fuccefs,  wen  readily 
brought  to  act  again.  Tuey  drew  on  m  ir  bodies  Minting' 
with  heat  and  labour  to  a  new  attack.  But  the  ci  terprize 
was  beyond  their  ftrength.  The  fituation  or  tie  ci:<  m ,  ■  >  xs 
impregnable;  and  their  artillery,  which  began  to  be  ft 
riorto  that  of  the  Pruffians,  on  account  of  the  duhcuif-  «  f 
the  ground,  which  made  it  imp  nibble  for  the  latter  to  brn-g 
up  any  other  than  a  few  fmall  pieces,  repulfed  thefe  feeble 
battalions  with  a  great  daughter.  With  an  aftoni filing,  per¬ 
haps,  with  a  blameable  perfeverance,  the  Pruffian  infantry 
was  r  rought  to  a  fecond  attack,  and  were  a  fecond  time 
repulfed,  and  with  a  lofs  greater  than  at  firft.  Thefe  ef¬ 
forts  being  unfuccefsful,  the  affair  was  put  to  the  cavalry. 
They  made  redoubled  but  ufelefs  attacks ;  the  horfes  were 
fpent,  as  well  as  thofe  they  carried 

It  was  juft  at  that  t.me,  when  the  Pruftian  horfe  was 
wafted  by  thefe  unfuccefsful  efforts,  that  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Ruffian,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  Auftrian  cavalry, 
which  had  been  hitherto  quite  ina&ive,  and  which  was 
therefore  quite  frefii,  rufhed  down  upon  them,  broke  them 
to  pieces,  forced  them  back  upon  their  foot,  and  threw  the- 
whole  into  irreparable  diforder.  The  whole  army  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  panic ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  thofe  troops,  fo 
lately  victorious  and  irrefiftable,  were  totally  difperfed  and 
defeated.  The  King  did  every  thing  to  reftore  the  field, 
hazarding  his  perfon,  even  beyond  his  former  daring,  and 
prodigal  of  a  life,  which  he  feeimd  to  think,  ought  not  to 
be  feparated  from  conqueft.  Thrice  he  led  on  his  troops 
to  the  charge;  two  horfes  were  killed  under  him;  feveral 
balls  were  in  his  cloaths.  The  efforts  of  lie  ill,  courage,  and 
defpair,  were  made,  and  proved  ineffectual ;  a  Tingle  error 
outweighed  them  all.  Scarcely  a  general,  hardly  an  inferior 
officer  in  the  army  was  without  fome  wound.  That  of  Ge¬ 
neral 
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ncral  Seidlitz  was  particularly  unfortunate;  for  to  that 
wound,  the  failure  of  the  horfe  which  he  commanded,  was 
principally  attributed.  It  to  the  fpirit  and  conduct  of 
this  able  officer,  that  a  great  part  of  the  fuccefs  at  Zorndorf 
was  owing,  and  the  laft  campaign.  It  is  known,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  a  feafonable  movement  of  the  horfe,  the 
whole  Pruffian  army  had  then  been  in  great  danger  of  a 
defeat. 

7  an^  the  prudent  ufe  of  fome  eminences, 

which  were  defended  as  well  as  circumftances  would  admit, 
preferved  the  Pruffian  army  from  total  deftrudtion.  How¬ 
ever,  this  lofs  was  far  greater  than  any  which  they  had  fuf- 
tained  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  All  their  cannon 
was  taken,  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  by  the  moffi 
favourable  accounts,  were  near  twenty  thoufand.  Gene¬ 
ral  Putkammer  was  killed  on  the  fpot.  Thefe  generals 
whofe  names  are  fo  diftinguifhed  in  this  war,  Itzenplitz, 
Plulfen,  I  inck,  Wedel,  and  Seidlitz,  were  among  the 
wounded;  as  was  the  Prince  of  Wurtenburg,  and  five  ma¬ 
jor  generals.  The  enemy  could  not  have  fewer  than  ten 
thoufand  killed  on  their  fide,  for  hardly  ever  was  a  more 
bloody  battle. 

When  the  King  of  Pruffia  found  himfelf  obliged  to  quit 
the  field,  he  fent  another  difpatch  to  the  Queen,  expreffed 
in  this  manner,  cc  Remove  from  Berlin  with  the  royal  fa- 
cc  mily.  Let  the  archives  be  carried  to  Potzdam.  The 
iC  town  may  make  conditions  with  the  enemy.”  We 
fhould  in  vain  attempt  to  draw  the  pi&ure  of  the  court  and 
city,  on  the  receipt  of  fuch  news  in  the  midil  of  the  joy, 
which  they  indulged  for  that  which  they  had  received  but 
a  few  hours  before.  The  terror  was  increafed  by  the  indi- 
flincl  relation  that  foon  followed,  which  gave  them  only 
to  underftand,  that  their  army  was  totally  routed;  that 
there  was  no  account  of  the  King,  and  that  a  Ruffian  army 
was  advancing  to  take  pofleffion  of  their  city. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  the  King  of  Pruffia  repaffied 
the  Oder,  and  encamped  at  Retwein.  From  thence  he 
moved  to  Fuflenwalde,  and  placed  himfelf  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  Ruffians  did  not  venture  to  make  any  attempt 
upon  Berlin.  He  continually  watched  their  army;  a  part 
of  which,  inftead  of  turning  towards  Brandenburgh,  march¬ 
ed  into  Lufatia,  where  it  joined  that  of  the  Auftrians.  Here 
the  victorious  General  Soltikoff,  for  the  firfl  time,  met  M. 

Daun, 
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Daun,  and  amidft  rejoicings  and  congratulations,  confulted 
about  the  meafures  for  improving  their  fuccefs. 

The  Ruffian  and  Auftrian  armies  thus  united,  fcarce 
feemed  from  their  ftrength  and  their  vidories,  to  have  any 
other  deliberation  left,  than  of  what  part  of  the  Pruffian 
dominions  they  fhould  take  poffieffion.  The  King  was  twice 
defeated  with  a  vaft  lofs.  He  was  cut  off  from  all  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  army  of  his  brother  Prince  Henry;  yet 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  the  world,  the  fuperior,  the  vic¬ 
torious  and  united  army  aded  upon  the  defenfive,  and  were 
curbed  in  all  their  motions,  and  fruftrated  in  all  their  de- 
ligns,  by  the  inferior,  the  beated  and  divided.  Nothing 
ever  {hewed  the  genius  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  more  fully"! 
than  his  condud  after  the  battle  of  Cunnerfdorf.  In  a  few 
days  alter  fo  terrible  a  defeat,  every  thing  was  in  order  in 
his  camp.  Pie  fupplied  the  lofs  of  his  artillery  from  his 
ffores  in  Berlin.  He  recalled  General  Kleift,  with  about 
five  thoufand  men  from  Pomerania;  in  prefence  of  two  fuch 
armies  as  thofe,  of  M.  Daun  and  Count  Soltikoff,  he  de¬ 
tached  fix  thoufand  men  from  his  fmall  body,  to  the  relief 
of  Saxony,  where  the  army  of  the  Empire  had  availed  itfelf 
of  his  abfence,  to  reduce  the  whole  country.  Hall,  Wit- 
temberg,  Leipfic,  Torgau,  and  at  laft  Drefden  itfelf,  had 
opened  their  gates  to  the  Imperialifts.  With  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  troops,  he  put  himfelf  between  the  Ruffians  and 
Great  Glogau,  covered  that  city,  which  was  the  object  of 
the  enemy  s  dehgns,  and  law  them  foon  after,  notwith¬ 
standing  their  two  vidories,  obliged  to  return  again  into 
Poland;  and  to  leave  him  free  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

What  was  done  by  the  King  of  Pruffia  fince  that  time* 
will  be  the  fubjecl  of  another  chapter;  after  we  have  re¬ 
lated  the  proceedings  of  the  Englifh  and  French  in  America, 
to  which  the  order  of  time  direds  our  prefent  attention! 
But  we  cannot  difmifs  the  affairs  of  Germany,  in  which 
two  fuch  battles  as  thofe  of  Minden  and  Cunnerfdorf  were 
fought,  with  events  fo  different  for  the  common  caufe, 
without  ooferving  fomething  concerning  the  two  generals 
who  conduded  them.  b 


They  are  certainly  in  reputation  the  firft  in  Europe 
whjch  probably  never  produced  two  greater  men  ;  thoug] 
they  differ  as  much  in  their  charaders,  and  in  the  kjnd&c 
talents  they  pofiefs,  as  they  agree  in  the  greatnefs  of  thei 
abilities  for  war.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  rapid,  vehement 

impatient 


r 
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impatient,  often  gives  decifive  blows ;  but  he  often  miffes 
his  ffroke,  and  wounds  himfelf.  Prince  Ferdinand  is  cool, 
deliberate,  exadd,  and  guarded;  he  fees  ever y  poflible  ad¬ 
vantage,  he  takes  it  at  the  moment,  purfues  it  as  far  as  it 
will  go;  but  never  attempts  to  pulh  it  farther.  Nothing 
in  the  man  difturbs  the  commander.  In  him,  we  do  not 
fee  a  perfon  who  is  a  great  foldier;  it  is  the  idea  of  a  per- 
fedd  General;  it  is  a  general  in  the  abldradd.  Ferdinand 
buffers  his  temper  to  be  guided  by  his  bufinefs.  He  never 
precipitates  matters  ;  he  takes  them  in  their  order  and  their 
courfe,  and  trufts  nothing  to  fortune.  The  King  on  the 
other  hand,  leads,  and  even  forces  circumftances ;  he  does 
not  endeavour  to  remove  but  to  over-leap  obftacles  ;  he 
puts  all  to  the  rifque;  and  by  buffering  Fortune  to  play  her 
part  in  his  defigns,  he  acquires  a  fplendor  and  eclat  in  his 
addions,  which  mere  wifdom  could  never  give  him.  Prince 
Ferdinand  is  famous  for  never  committing  a  fault.  The 
King  of  Pruffia  is  above  all  the  world,  in  repairing  thofe 
he  has  committed.  Like  fome  of  the  great  mailers  in 
writing,  when  ever  he  makes,  or  feems  to  make  a  mif- 
take,  it  is  a  fignal  to  the  obferver,  to  prepare  for  fomc 
great  and  admirable  ffroke  of  fpirit  and  conduct.  His  er¬ 
rors  feem  to  be  fpurs  to  his  abilities.  He  commits  an  er¬ 
ror,  he  repairs  it;  he  errs  again;  and  again  aftonifhes 
us  by  his  manner  of  efcaping.  We  fhould  often  condemn 
the  commander,  but  that  we  are  always  forced  to  admire 
the  hero. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Plan  of  the  campaign  hi  North  America .  Three  expeditions . 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  abandoned.  Colonel  Town- 
Jhend  killed .  Expedition  to  Niagara .  Colonel  Prideaux 
killed .  Sir  William  Johnfon  defeats  the  French .  Takes 
Fori  Niagara .  Conferences  of  this . 

TH  E  theatre  of  our  operations  in  America,  is  of  fuch 
a  vaft  extent,  that  if  we  had  perfevered  in  the  courfe 
we  purfued  for  fome  time,  in  attacking  but  one  place  at 
once,  the  war  would  inevitably  be  fpun  out  to  an  extreme 
length,  without  bringing  on  any  thing  decifive  ;  and  it 
would  have  rendered  our  natural  luperiority  oi  little  ufe, 

by  buffering  the  French  to  colledd,.  as  they  had  hitherto 
1  •  done,.. 
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done,  their  ftresgth  into  one  Tingle  point,  which  enabled 
them  to  contend  with  us,  with  a  force  fufRcient  for  the 
iervice  in  that  country.  1  his  year  another  method  was 
followed.  It  was  propofed  to  attack  the  French  in  all 
their  ftrong  polls  at  once ;  to  fall  as  nearly  as  pofiible 
at  the  fame  time  upon  Crown  Points,  Niagara,  and  the 
forts  to  the  louth  of  Lake  Erie,  whilft  a  great  naval  ar¬ 
mament,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces  fhculd 
attempt  Quebec,  by  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

This  plan  was  very  advifable,  as  it  tended  to  weaken, 
by  di  (trading  the  refinance  of  the  enemy,  and  whilft:  we 
adhered  to  it,  it  was  clearly  impoftible  for  the  French  to 
maintain  their  ground  in  any  of  thofe  places  which  were 
attacked,  without  very  weakly  defending,  or  even  defert- 
ing  fome  of  the  others;  and  if,  by  the  means  of  fuch 
diverfions,  any  of  thofe  places  fhould  fall  into  our  hands, 
the  campaign  could  not  be  laid  to  be  fpent  to  no  purpofe. 
But  belides  the  end  in  diftraCting  the  enemy's  defence, 
there  was  another  propofed  of  no  lefs  confequence;  which 
was  to  make  a  concurrence  in  all  the  various  operations,  fo 
that  whilft  they  divided  the  enemy,  they  might  mutually 
fupport  one  another. 

General  Amherft,  who  commanded  the  American  forces 
in  chief,  with  the  moft  conhderable  body,  amounting,  in 
regulars  and  provincials,  to  about  twelve  thoufand  men, 
was  to  attack  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  by  Lake- 
George ;  the  reduction  of  thole  forts  would  naturally  lay 
open  the  Lake  Champlain,  where,  having  eftablifhed  a 
lufficient  naval  forCe,  he  was  by  the  River  Sorel,  which 
forms  the  communication  between  this  Lake  and  the  great 
River  St.  Lawrence,  to  proceed  direCtly  to  Quebec,  the 
capital  of  Canada.  Here  he  was  to  make  a  jun&ion  with 
General  XYolfe  and  Admiral  Saunders,  who  having  entered 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  at  the  oppoflte  quarter,  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  commenced  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  by  the  time 
that  General  Amherft  might  find  it  practicable  to  join 
them.  It  was  not  doubted,  that  if  this  junction  could  be 
effected,  the  reduction  of  that  city  would  follow  of  courfe. 

The  third  of  the  grand  operations  was  againft  the  fort, 
near  the  Fall  of  Niagara;  a  place  of  very  great  confequence 
both  in  war  and  in  peace.  The  reduction  of  this  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Brigadier  General  Prideaux,  under  whom  Sir 
William  Johnfon  commanded  the  provincials  of  New  York, 

A  a  and 
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and  feveral  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  were  engaged 
incur  fervice  by  the  credit  that  gentleman  had  obtained  a- 
mong  their  tribes. 

The  object  of  this  operation  lay  too  remote  from  the  o- 
thers,  to  expedt,  with  any  great  confidence,  that  they 
could  be  alTifted  by  its  fuccefs  in  any  other  manner  than  by 
*  'weakening  the  enemy’s  forces.  However  it  was  hoped, 
that  if  they  ihould  be  fortunate  enough  to  take  Niagara, 
early  in  the  feafon,  the  troops  might  be  embarked  on  the 
Lake  Ontario,  and  finding  no  longer  any  obftrucfion  from 
Fort  Frontenac,  which  was  deftroyed  laft  year,  might  fall 
down  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  poftibly  either  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  Montreal,  or  by  their  approach 
at  leaf!,  draw  fuch  a  force  to  that  part,  as  greatly  to  faci¬ 
litate  our  ddigns  upon  Quebec  and  Crown  Point.  But  if 
this  fcheme,  in  addition  to  its  own  end,  fiiould  not  facili¬ 
tate  either  of  the  other  two  capital  undertakings,  it  wrould 
probably,  as  it  was  the  moil  important  place  the  French 
had  in  that  part  of  the  world,  draw  all  the  troops  they  had 
upon  the  Lakes  to  attempt  its  relief,  which  would  leave 
the  fort,  on  thofe  Lakes  expofed  to  a  fourth,  though  infe¬ 
rior  expedition,  which  was  made  againft  them,  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Stanwix.  In  reality,  it  afterwards  had  that  eftedL 

The  army  under  General  Amherfl  was  the  firft  in  mo¬ 
tion.  The  Lake  George,  or,  as  the  French  call  it,  Lake: 
Sacrament,  is  a  long,  but  in  proportion,  narrow  water,  a- 
bout  forty  miles  in  length,  and  enclofed  on  either  fide  with 
marfhy  grounds.  This  communicates  by  another  long  and 
very  narrow  Freight  with  Lake  Champlain.  This  Freight 
is  fecured  at  each  fide  by  a  fort;  that  to  the  fide  of  Lake 
George,  is  called  Ticonderoga ;  that  to  the  Champlain 
Lake,  is  called  Fort  Frederick,  or  Crown  Point ;  both 
extremely  ftrong  in  their  fituation  ;  and  the  former  of  which 
had  repul  fed  our  troops  with  a  very  cohfiderable  daughter, 
as  has  been  related  amongff  the  events  of  the  laft  year. 

General  Arnherft,  after  he  had  pafled  Lake  George,  ar¬ 
rived  with  very  little  oppofition  from  the  enemy  before  Ti¬ 
conderoga;  at  firft  the  French  made  fome  appearance,  as 
if  they  meant  to  defend  the  place ;  hut  as  they  knew  the 
ftrength  of  our  forces,  as  they  faw  that  the  preparations 
for  the  attack  were  making  with  as  much  judgment  as  vi¬ 
gour,  and  as  'the  enterprize  which  was  preparing  againft 

Quebec,  did  not  leave  them  a  force  fo  conftderable  as  they 

had 
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had  there  in  the  preceding  campaign,  they  abandoned  their 
fort  in  the  night,  having  damaged  it  as  much  as  y  , 
they  could,  and  retired  to  Crown  Point.  JUV 

General  Amherft  immediately  fet  himfelf  about  repair¬ 
ing  the  fortifications  of  this  poft,  which  effectually  fecured 
the  Lake  George;  covered  our  colonies,  and  was  of  fuch 
vaft  importance,  to  enable  him  to  pufh  forward  hi?  cfFen- 
five  operations,  or  to  favour  his  retreat,  in  cafe  of  a  re- 
verfe  of  fortune.  The  only  lofs  of  any  confequence  which 
the  Englifh  army  bartered,  in  making  this  valuable  acquifi- 
tion,  was  the  death  of  Colonel  Townfend,  who  was  killed 
in  reconnoitiing,  by  a  fhot  from  the  fort.  The  heady 
bravery,  the  promiiing  genius,  and  the  agreea  le  manners 
of  this  officer,  cauled  this  lofs  to  be  confidered  as  a  very 
great  one.  They  compared  this  melancholy  event  with 
the  death  of  Lord  Howe;  they  remembered  how  much 
thefe  young  foldiers  refembled  each  other,  both  in  their 
virtues,  and  in  the  circumftances  of  their  fate.  Both  dear 
to  the  troops,  and  having  both  loft  their  lives  on  an  expe¬ 
dition  againff  this  place. 

Although  the  general  had  reafon  to  imagine,  that  the 
fame  reaions  which  had  induced  the  enemy  to  abandon  i 
their  iort  and  lines  at  I  iconderoga,  would  perfuade  them 
alfo  to  relinquifh  Crown  Point;  he  took  all  his  meafures 
Vvitn  the  fame  care,  as  if  he  expeded  an  obflinate  defence 
at  the  fort,  and  an  attempt  to  furprize  him  on  his  march, 
lie  remembered 'how  fatal  fecurity  had  proved  to  us,  in  that 
part  of  the  world  upon  many  occaiions. 

f  ne  b  rencn  abandoned  the  fort  as  it  had  been  forefeen. 
Tn..  general  retired  v/ith  about  tnree  thoufand  five  hundred 
men  to  the  bottom  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  ported  himfelf 
at  the  ill  and  called  Ifie  du  Noix.  He  was  flill  pretty  ftrong 
on  the  lake,  having  feveral  armed  boats  and  Hoops,  with 
which  he  hoped  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the  Englifh  into 
the  interior  parts  of  Canada.  General  Amherrt,  as  foon  as 
he  had  taken  poiTeffion  of  Crown  Point,  ufed  every 
endeavour  to  attain  a  naval  fuperiority  on  the  lake,  I4t 
and  in  the  mean  time  began  to  fortify  this  poll,  as  he  had 
that  at  I  iconderoga.  To  this#  time  the  French  were  adu- 
ally  eftabliihed  in  the  heart  of  our  territories;  fo  that  dur¬ 
ing  a  war  of  three  years,  we  had  in  effed  been  only  adino- 
on  the  defenfive.  It  was  on  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Am- 
herrt  took  porteffion  of  Crown  Point,  that  he  received  the 

A  a  2  agreeable 
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agreeable  news  of  the  reduction  of  Niagara,  by  the  troops 
under  Sir  William  Johnfon  ;  and  he  had  the  pleafure  and 
encouragement  of  feeing  two  of  the  great  obje&s  of  the 
campaign  accomplifhed,  whiift  he  prepared  himfelf  to 
co-operate  in  the  accompiifhment  of  the  third,  which  was 
to  be  decifive  of  the  whole.  The  body  which  had  been 
appointed  for  Niagara,  under  General  Prideaux,  without 
any  accident  arrived  at  the  fort,  which  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  towards  the  fouth-weft  (a). 


(a)  Sir  William  Johnfon’s  Letter  to  Major-General  A 'mherft ,  on  his 
Conquejl  of  the  Fort  at  Niagara,  2 $th  July,  1759* 

S  I  R, 

1  4 

I  Have  the~honour  to  acquaint  you,  by  lieutenant  Montcrieff,  Ni~ 
agar  a  furrendered  to  his  majefty’s  arms  the  25  th  inftant.  A 
detachment  of  1200  men,  with  a  number  of  Indians ,  under  the 
command  of  Meflrs.  Auhry  and  de  Lignery ,  colle&ed  from  Detroi , 
Venango ,  and  Prejque  Ife ,  made  an  attempt  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rifon,  the  24th  in  the  morning  ;  but  as  I  had  intelligence  of  them, 

1  made  a  difpofition  to  intercept  them.  The  evening  before,  1 
ordered  the  light  infantry  and  picquets  to  take  poft  on  the  road 
upon  our  left,  leading  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  fort :  In  the 
morning,  f  reinforced  thefe  with  two  companies  of  grenadiers, 
and  part  of  the  46th  regiment.  The  adlion  began  about  half  an 
hour  after  nine;  but  they  were  fo  well  received  by  the  troops  in 
front,  and  the  Indians  on  their  flank,  that,  in  an  hour's  time,  the 
whole  was  compleatiy  ruined,  and  all  their  officers  made  prifo- 
ners,  among  whom  are  Monf.  Aubry ,  De  Lignery ,  Marin ,  Re 
pentini,  &c.  to  the  number  of  17.  I  cannot  afeertain  the  num¬ 
ber  of  killed,  they  are  fo  difpened  among  the  woods,  but  their 
lofs  is  great. 

As  this  happened  under  the  eyes  of  the  garrifon,  I  thought 
propei  to  fend  my  lafl  fummons  to  the  commanding  officer  for  his 
furrendering,  which  he  iiflened  to.  M.  Moncriejf  will  inform 
you  of  the  Hate  of  our  ammunition  and  proviflons:  I  hope  care 
will  be  taken  to  forward  an  immediate  fupply  of  both  to  Ojkvego. 
As  the  troops  that  were  defeated  yefterday  were  drawn  from  thofe 
pofts,  which  lie  in  General  Stanvuix' s  route,  I  am  in  hopes  it  will 
be  of  the  utmofl  confequence  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition. 
The  public  flores  of  the  garrifon,  that  can  be  faved  from  the 
Indians ,  1  fhall  order  the  afliftant  quarter-mafter-general,  and  the 
clerk  to  take  an  account  of,  as  foon  as  poflible. 
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This  is  without  exception,  the  moft  important  poft  in 
America,  and  lecures  the  greateft  number  of  communica¬ 
tions.  For  it  is  fituated  at  the  very  entrance  of  a  {freight, 
by  which  the  Lake  Ontario  is  joined  to  that  of  Erie,  which 
is  connected  with  tiie  other  three  great  feas  of  frefh  water, 
bv  the  courfe  of  the  vaft  river  St.  Lawrence,  which  runs 
through  them  ail,  and  carries  oft  their  fuperfluous  waters 
to  the  ocean.  A  little  above  the  fort,  is  the  cataraff  of 
Niagara,  which  is  efteemed  the  moft  remarkable  in  the 
world,  for  the  quantity  of  water,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the 
fall.  This  fall  would  interrupt  the  commerce  between  the 
lakes,  but  for  a  road  which  the  French  have  made  up  the 
hilly  country  that  lies  up  the  {freight  ;  fo  that  there  is  here 
a  good  carrying-place,  and  not  very  tedious  ;  for  after  a 
portage  of  about  eight  miles,  you  reimbark  again,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  without  any  interruption  to  the  Lake  Erie. 

As  the  great  communication  of  thofe  who  go  by  water 
is  along  this  {freight,  and  carrying  place,  fo  thole  who  tra¬ 
vel  by  land,  are  obliged  to  crofs  it.  The  lakes  are  fo  dif- 
pofed,  that  without  a  fomewhat  hazardous  voyage,  the  In¬ 
dians  cannot  any  otherwife  pafs  from  the  north-weft  to  the 
fouth-eaft  parts  of  North-America,  for  many  hundred  miles. 
The  fort  of  Niagara,  thus  naturally  commands  all  the  Five 
Nations,  and  all  thofe  Indian  tribes  that  lie  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  the  lakes,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are  fcattered  along 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  Ouabache,  and  Miflifippi,  and  ac¬ 
cording  as  it  is  poftefled  by  the  Englifti  or  the  French, 
connects  or  disjoints  the  colonies  of  Canada  and  Loufiana, 
protects  or  lays  open  our  own,  and  is  in  all  refpedfs  of  fo 
much  confequence,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  perfons,  the 
moft  converfant  in  American  bufmefs,  that  this  attempt 
ought  to  have  been  made  much  earlier  ;  and,  that  if  fuch 
an  attempt,  made  at  fuch  a  time,  had  fucceedcd,  it  would 
have  contributed  very  much  to  the  fecurity  of  thofe  parts 

of 


As  all  my  attention  at  prefent  is  taken  up  with  the  Indians ,  that 
the  capitulation  I  have  agreed  to  may  be  obferved,  your  Excel-* 
lency  will  excufe  my  not  being  more  particular. 

Permit  me  to  allure  you,  in  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  fiege, 
which  was  fevere  and  painful,  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
the  utmolf  chearfulnefs  and  bravery.  I  have  only  to  regret  the 
lofs  of  General  Prideaux  and  Colonel  jfobnfon .  I  endeavoured 
to  purfue  the  late  General’s  vigorous  meafures,  the  good  effeifts 
of  which  he  deferved  to  enjoy.  VA  JOHNSON, 
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Oi  our  colonies,  which  were  the  moft  expofed,  and  would 
have,  at  the  fame  time,  greatly  facilitated  all  our  offenfive 
meafures,  and  fhortened  the  war. 

Fiom  the  time  that  the  French  were  acquainted  with 
this  place,  they  were  fully  poflefted  with  an  opinion  of  its 
importance,  both  with  regard  to  commerce,  and  to  domi¬ 
nion.  They  made  feveral  attempts  to  eftaclifh  themfelves 
here;  hut  the  Indians  who  feemed  more  fenfible  of  the  con- 
fequences  than  we  were,  conftantly  oppofed  it.  They 

guarded  this  Ipot  for  a  long  time,  with  a  very  fevere  and 
prudent  jealoufy. 

But  whilft  we  negledled,  confiding  in  our  ftrength,  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  Indians,  the  French,  fenfible  of 
their  weaknefs,  omitted  no  endeavour  to  gain  thefe  favage 
people  to  their  interefts,  and  they  prevailed  at  laft,  under  the 
name  of  a  trading  houfe,  to  eredt  a  ftrong  fort  at  the  mouth 
of  the  ftreight,  on  the  very  bed:  harbour,  not  only  on  this, 
but  on  any  of  the  lakes  ;  an  harbour  which  is  fafe  from  e- 
very  wind,  and  op  n  for  the  whole  year.  A  French  officer, 
an  able  and  enterprifing  man,  had  been  a  prifoner  among 
the  Iroquois  for  a  long  time,  and  having,  according  to  their 
cuftom,  been  naturalized,  he  grew  extremely  popular  a- 
mongft  them,  and  at  laft  acquired  his  liberty.  He  com¬ 
municated  to  the  then  Governor  of  Canada,  the  plan  of  an 
eftabhlhment  at  Niagara,  and  he  himfelf  undertook  to  exe¬ 
cute  it.  He  returned  amongft  the  Iroquois,  and  pretending 
great  love  tor  the’r  nation,  which  was  now  his  own,  told 
them,  that  he  would  gladly  come  to  make  frequent  vifits 
to  his  brethren  ;  but  it  was  proper  for  that  purpofe,  that 
they  (hould  allow  him  to  build  an  houfe,  where  he  might 
live  at  eafe,  and  according  to  his  own  manner:  at  the  fame 
time,  he  propofed  to  them,  advantages  in  trade  from  this 
eftablifhment.  A  r  queft,  which  feemed  a  compliment  to 
thole  to  whom  it  was  made,  was  readily  granted.  The 
houfe  was  built.  By  degrees  this  houfe  extended  itfelf ;  it 
was  ftrengthened  by  various  additions;  and  it  grew  at  laft 
to  a  regular  fortrefs,  which  has  ever  fince  awed  the  Five 
Nations,  and  checked  our  colonies. 

I  he  fiege  of  this  place  had  not  been  long  formed,  before 
r,  J  2Q  General  Prideaux  was  killed  in  the  trenches,  by 
J  *  *  the  burfting  of  a  cohorn.  As  loon  as  this  accident 

happened,  which  threatened  to  throw  a  damp  on  the  ope¬ 
rations. 
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rations,  an  exprefs  was  fent  to  General  Amberft,  who  al¬ 
ways  attentive  to  the  fervice,  loll  no  time  to  lend  an  offi¬ 
cer  of  chara&er  to  command  in  his  place.  But  the  com¬ 
mand,  which  in  the  interim  devolved  upon  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  could  not  have  been  better  bellowed.  He  omit¬ 
ted  nothing  to  continue  the  vigorous  me.fures  of  the  late 
General,  and  added  to  them,  every  thing  his  own  genius 
could  luggeil.  Refpedted  by  the  regular  troops,  dear  to 
the  provincials,  almolt  adored  by  the  Indians,  polfelied  of 
that  genius  for  acquiring  popularity  amongft  J1  kinds  of 
men,  and  that  verfatile  difpofition,  which  we  fo  feldom  fee 
united  with  d  ifin  te  relied  nefs  and  integrity,  he  employed 
thofe  talents  folely  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  The 
troops,  remembering,  that  it  was  under  that  General, 
the  firft  advantage  had  been  obtained  over  the  French, 
pufhed  on  the  fiege  with  fo  much  alacrity,  that  in  a  few 
days  they  had  brought  their  approaches  within  an  hundred 
yards  of  the  covered  way 

1  he  French  were  alarmed  at  the  imminent  danger  of  this 
interefting  place.  They  therefore  collected  all  the  regular 
troops  and  provincials,  which  they  could  draw  from  all  their 
polls  about  the  lakes,  and  to  thofe  joined  a  large  body  of 
favages,  in  order  to  give  the  Englifh  battle,  and  to  raife  the 
fiege.  The  amounted  in  all  to  1700  men. 

When  General  Johnfon  was  apprized  of  their  approach, 
he  ordered  his  light  infantry,  fupported  by  fome  grenadiers 
and  regular  foot,  to  take  poll  on  the  road  to  his  left,  by 
which  the  French  were  to  take  their  route.  He  placed  his 
Indians  on  his  Hanks.  Whilll  he  took  meafures  to  receive 
the  French,  who  came  to  relieve  the  place,  he  polled  a 
ilrong  body,  in  luch  a  manner,  as  to  fecure  his  trenches 
from  any  attempt  of  the  garnlon  during  an  engagement. 

In  this  difpofition  he  waited  to  receive  the  ene¬ 
my.  At  nine  in  the  morning  the  engagement  be-  r* 

gan,  by  a  violent  and  horrid  feream  of  the  enemy’s  favao-es, 
according  to  their  barbarous  cuflom.  It  was  this  feream’ 
perhaps  the  moll  horrid  found  that  can  be  imagined,  which 
is  laid  to  have  (i ruck  a  panic  into  the  troops  of  General 
Braddock,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  that  de¬ 
feat  by  which  our  endeavours  in  America  were  fo  lon^ 
frullrated;  but  on  this  occafion  it  had  no  effect.  The  e- 
nemy  was  fo  well  received  by  the  troops  in  front,  and  by 
the  Indians  on  their  flanks,  that  in  lefs  than  an  hour’s  time, 

their 
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their  whole  army  was  ruined.  The  purfuit  was  hot  and 
bloody  ;  and  it  continued  for  five  miles.  Seventeen  offi¬ 
cers  were  made  prifoners,  among  whom  were  the  firft  and 
fecond  in  command. 

t  j  This  a£Iion  was  fought  in  fight  of  the  fort ; 

Ju  y  25‘  ancj  jt  was  no  fooner  concluded  it  favour  of  our 
troops,  than  the  General  fummoned  the  garrifon  to  fur- 
render;  fending  a  lift  of  the  prifoners,  and  remonftrating 
on  the  ill  effects  of  their  holding  out  longer,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  Indians.  The  capitulation  was  figned 
that  night.  The  garrifon,  confifting  of  abour  600  men, 
furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  and  were  conducted  to  New 
York.  The  fort  and  ftores  were  given  up  to  the  Englifh 
troops. 

This  was  the  fecond  very  important  fervice  performed 
by  General  Johnfon  in  this  war,  and  a  fecond  time  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  make  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
enemy  his  prifoner.  It  muff  not  be  omitted,  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  this  gentleman,  that  though  he  was  not  regularly 
bred  a  foldier,  the  moft  compleat  officer  could  not  have 
made  more  excellent  difpofitions  for  the  battle,  or  have 
conduced  the  fiege  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  with  a 
more  cool  and  fteady  refolution,  or  with  a  more  compleat 
knowledge  of  all  the  neceflary  manoeuvres  of  war.  The 
taking  of  Niagara  broke  off  effectually  that  communication, 
fo  much  talked  off,  and  fo  much  dreaded,  between  Ca¬ 
nada  and  Louifiana,  and  by  this  ftroke,  one  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  political  defigns  of  the  French,  which  gave  occafion 
to  the  prefent  war,  was  defeated  in  its  dire£t  and  im¬ 
mediate  object. 
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The  expedition  againjl  Quebec.  The  Ifle  of  Orleans  occu¬ 
pied.  Defcription  of  the  town  and  harbour  of  Quebec. 
Situation  of  the  French  army .  Action  at  the  Falls  of 
Montmorenci.  General  JTolfe  fickens .  The  camp  remo¬ 

ved  to  Point  Levi.  The  troops  go  up  the  river .  The 
battle  of  Quebec.  General  JVolfe  killed .  French  defeat¬ 
ed.  M.  de  Montcalm  killed.  Quebec  furrenders.  Move¬ 
ments  of  General  Amh'erjl  on  Lake  Champlain. 


THE  confequences  which  attended  the  reduction  of  the 
fort  of  Niagara,  as  well  as  thofe  upon  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  were  very  interefting ;  but  the  great  and  central 
operation  to  which  all  the  reft  tended,  and  to  which  even 
thofe  were  to  be  only  fubfervient,  was  that  againft  Que¬ 
bec,  the  capital  of  Canada  ;  and  as  this  was  to  be  the  de- 
cifive  ftroke,  it  was  proper  that  the  greateft  force  fhould 
have  been  employed  againft  it.  If  we  reckon  the  maritime 
force,  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  employed  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  men  againft  Quebec,  than  againft  the  Champlain 
forts ;  but  the  land  forces,  from  fome  caufe,  fell  much 
fhort  of  the  number  originally  propofed,  for  they  did  not 
exceed  7000  men,  regulars  and  provincials,  though  the 
original  plan  intended  9000  for  that  expedition,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  thejun&ion  of  thofe  under  Gen.  Amherft,  whofe 
afliftance  on  the  occafion  was  taken  for  granted.  In  this 
expedition  Gen.  Wolfe  commanded  the  land  forces.  The 
fleet  was  under  Admiral  Saunders. 

The  whole  embarkation  arrived  in  the  latter 
26th.  end  of  June  in  the  He  of  Orleans,  a  few  leagues 
from  Quebec,  without  any  accident  whatfoever, 
notwithftanding  the  ill  fame  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and 
the  reports  of  its  dangerous  navigation,  probably  fpread 
for  political  purpofes.  They  landed  upon  the  Ifle  of  Or-, 
leans,  which  is  formed  by  the  branches  of  the  river  St. 
Laurence.  7'his  ifland  is  about  twenty  miles  in  length, 
and  feven  or  eight  in  breadth,  highly  cultivated,  and  af¬ 
fording  every  kind  of  refrelhment  to  the  foldiers  and  bailors 
after  their  tedious  voyage. 

As  this  ifland  extends  quite  up  to  the  bafon  of  Quebec, 
it  was  neceflary  to  poffefs  it  in  order  to  a&  againft  the 
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town  ;  for  the  moft  weHerly  point  of  this  ifland  advances 
towards  an  high  point  of  land  on  the  continen;,  called  Point 
Levi.  Both  of  thefe  Ihut  up  the  view  of  the  northern  and 
fouthern  channel,  which  environ  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  fo 
that  the  harbour  of  Quebec  appears  to  be  a  bafon  landlock¬ 
ed  upon  all  fidcs.  The  poffeffion  of  both  thefe  points  were 
neceiiary,  as  they  might  be  employed  either  with  great  ad¬ 
vantage  againfl  the  town,  or  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
befiegers ;  for  whilft  the  enemy  continued  mailers  of  thofe, 
it  was  impofiible  for  a  {hip  to  lie  in  the  harbour  of  Quebec. 
When  thefe  polls  were  poffelTed,  which  was  done  with 
little  difficulty,  the  harbour  and  town  of  Quebec  appeared 
full  to  the  view,  at  once  a  tempting  and  difcouraging 
light.  F  or  no  place  feems  podefied  of  greater  benefits  of 
nature ;  nor  any  of  which  nature  feems  more  to  have  con- 
fulted  the  defence. 

Quebec,  fays  F.  Charlevoix,  can  boall  of  a  frelh  water 
harbour,  capable  of  containing  an  hundred  men  of  war  of 
the  line,  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  dillance  from 
the  fea.  It  lies  on  the  molt  navigable  river  in  the  univerfe. 
Th  e  river  St.  Laurence  up  to  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  that  is  for 
about  1 12  leagues  from  its  mouth,  is  no  where  lefs  than 
from  four  to  five  leagues  broad  ;  but  above  that  ifle  it  nar^* 
rows,  fo  that  before  Quebec  it  is  not  above  a  mile  over* 
Hence  this  place  got  the  name  of  Quebeis  or  Quebec, 
which,  in  the  Algonquin  tongue,  fignifres  a  llrait. 

The  city  is  the  feat  of  the  governor  and  the  intend- 
ant,  and  the  fupreme  tribunals  of  juHice  for  all  the  French 
North  America  ;  it  is  alfo  an  epifcopal  fee,  and  a  place  of 
confiderable  trade.  It  is  large  in  extent,  and  elegant  in 
many  of  its  buildings  both  public  and  private.  It  confills 
of  an  upper  and  lower  town  ;  the  lower,  which  is  narrow, 
is  built  upon  a  llrand,  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  rock,  upon 
which  the  upper  town  Hands.  This  rock  extends  itfelf, 
and  continues  with  a  bold  and  fteep  front,  weflward  along 
the  river  St.  Laurence  for  a  confiderable  way.  Another 
river  from  the  north-well,  called  St.  Charles,  falls  here  in¬ 
to  the  former,  walhing  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  wrhich  Que¬ 
bec  Hands;  the  point  on  which  the  town  is  built,  thus  be¬ 
comes  a  fort  of  peninfula  by  the  jundlion  of  thefe  rivers; 
fo  that  whoever  attacks  Quebec,  mult  either  make  his  ap¬ 
proaches  above  the  town,  and  overcome  the  precipice  which 
(  have  mentioned,  or  crofs  the  river  St.  Charles,  and  at¬ 
tempt 
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tempt  it  upon  that  fide.  I  he  former  of  thofe  methods  muff 
appear  to  a  prudent  commander  wholly  unadvifeable,  and 
the  latter  extremely  difficult*  If  the  former  method  fhould 
be  attempted,  they  would  have  that  dangerous  precipice  to 
overcome,  defended  by  the  enemies  whole  force,  which 
the  attack  would  draw  to  this  quarter.  On  the  other  hand 
the  country  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  northward, 
for  more  than  five  miles,  is  extremely  rough,  broken  and 
difficult,  full  of  rivulets,  gullies,  and  ravines,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinues  to  the  river  of  Montmorenci,  which  flows  by  the 
foot  of  a  ffeep  and  woody  hill.  On  the  fide  of  the  river  St. 

*  Laurence  is  a  bank  of  fand  of  great  extent,  which  pre¬ 
vents  the  approach  of  any  confiderable  veffel. 

In  this  advantageous  fituation  was  the  French  army  port¬ 
ed,  upon  what  was  deemed  the  only  acceflible  fide  of  Que¬ 
bec,  all  along  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  that  of  Mont¬ 
morenci,  entrenched  at  every  attackable  fpot,  with  the  ri¬ 
ver  and  fandbank  abovementioned  in  their  front,  and  thick 
impenetrable  wroods  upon  their  rear.  It  is  impoffible  to 
imagine  a  fironger  port;  a  port  at  once  more  dcfenfible  in 
itfelf,  or  better  calculated  for  fuccouring  a  city,  on  which 
fide  loever  it  fhould  be  attacked,  hus  ported,  they  great¬ 
ly  exceeded  in  number  the  befiegers,  being  about  10,000 
men,  under  an  aole,  and  thitherto  fortunate  commander, 
M.  de  Adontcalm,  who,  though  he  was  fuperior  in  number 
to  the  Englifh,  relolved  to  rilque  nothing,  and  wifely  relied 
on  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  country. 

When  vVolfe  faw  the  fituation  of  the  town,  the  nature 
of  the  country,  the  number  o.  the  troops,  and  their  pofiti- 
on,  though  of  a  fanguine  temper  and  highly  adventurous, 
he  began  to  defpair  ;  but,  however  another  commander 
might  have  thought  inadion  in  fuch  circumftances  juftified 
to  himfrtf,  or  even  to  the  world,  by  fuch  ftrong  appearan¬ 
ces,  Wolfe  refolved  to  leave  nothing  unattempted,  but 
amidft  the  choice  of  difficulties  which  lay  before  him,  to 
pitch  upon  thofe  where  the  valour  of  his  troops  mio-ht  be 
employed  with  the  beft  profped  of  fuccefs. 

As  foon  as  he  had  fecured  the  weft  point  of  the  ifle  of 
Orleans,  and  that  of  Levi,  he  ere&cd  batteries  there  of 
cannon  and  mortars,  on  the  high  ground,  from  the  point 
01  Leva,  which  looks  towards  the  town  ;  thefe  fired  conti¬ 
nually  upon  the  place;  Admiral  Saunders  was  ftation.  d  be- 
ow  in  the  north  channel  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  oppofite  to 

^  b  2  Montmorenci ; 
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Montmorenci ;  Admiral  Holmes  was  ftationed  above  the 
town,  at  once  to  diflraCl  the  enemies  attention,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  attempts  from  the  enemy  againft  the  batteries  that 
played  upon  the  town. 

After  this  wife  difpofition  was  made  of  the  fleet,  Gen. 
Wolfe  caufed  the  troops  to  be  tranfported  over  the  north 
channel  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  to  the  north-eaft  of  Mon.t- 
morenci,  with  a  view  of  pafling  that  river,  and  bringing 
the  enemy  to  an  engagement.  Some  heights  which  com¬ 
manded  the  enemies  intrenchments,  and  a  ford  above,  and 
another  below  the  falls,  encouraged  him  to  this  attempt  * 
but  upon  reconnoitring  the  ground,  the  oppofite  fhore  was 
found  fo  fleep  and  woody,  that  he  could  not  hope  to  put  his 
defign  in  execution,  which  was  by  moving  towards  the  ene¬ 
mies  flank,  to  draw  them  to  an  engagement.  To  bring 
the  French  to  an  aClion  was  his  Angle  object.  He  had 
found  that  any  attempts  to  aflault  the  city  would  prove  to 
no  purpofe,  whilfl  the  fleet  could  only  batter  the  lower 
town,  and  muft  fuffer  greatly  by  the  cannon  and  bombs  of 
the  upper,  whilfl  they  were  employed  in  this  ineffectual 
fervice;  for  after  the  reduction  of  the  lower  town,  the  pai- 
fages  to  the  upper  were  extremely  fleep,  and  moreover  fo 
well  entrenched,  that  this  advantage  would  prove  little  to¬ 
wards  the  reduClion  of  the  place. 

The  only  point  left,  therefore,  was  by  every  means  to 
entice  or  force  the  enemy  to  an  engagement ;  and  to  this 
end  no  means  were  omitted,  by  fending  detachments  up 
the  river,  and  by  every  appearance  of  a  defign  to  attack 
the  town  on  that  fide.  But  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  in 
chufing  his  poll,  was  well  apprifed  of  its  importance.  He 
knew  fufficiently  the  nature  of  the  country  up  the  river,  and 
he  trufled  to  it ;  and  therefore  kept  himfelf  clofely  in  his 
poll,  difpofing  his  parties  of  favages,  in  which  he  was  very 
ftrong,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
him  by  furprife  abfolutely  impoflible.  In  the  mean  time, 
from  the  town,  firefhips  and  boats  were  let  dovfn  the  flream 
to  deflroy  the  (hipping,  which,  as  they  almo.fl  wholly  filled 
the  channel,  were  greatly  endangered.  But  by  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fkill  and  "vigilance  of  Admiral  Saunders,  every 
veffel  of  this  kind  fent  againft  them  was  towed  afhore  with¬ 
out  doing  the  leaft  mifchief. 
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The  general  finding  that  all  his  efforts  to  decoy  the  enemy1 
to  an  engagement  had  proved  unfuccefsful,  and,  fenfible 
that  they  dehred  nothing  more  than  to  aCl  defenfively,  un¬ 
til  the  feafon  itfelf  fhould  fight  for  them  and  oblige  the 
Endifh  to  retire,  he  came  at  laft,  in  fpite  of  all  difficulties, 
to  the  refolution  of  attacking  them  in  their  entrenchments 
on  the  fide  of  JVlontmorenci.  The  place  where  the  attack 
*was  to  be  made,  was  chofen  with  great  judgment,  as  the 
only  place  thereabouts  in  which  the  artillery  could  be  brought 
into  ufe;  as  there,  and  there  only,  the  greateft  part,  or 
even  the  whole  of  the  troops,  might  a&  at  once,  and  that 
there  the  retreat  in  cafe  of  a  repulle  was  fecure,  at  leaf!:  for 
a  certain  time  of  the  tide.  Having  determined  upon  the 
place  where  the  attack  was  to  be,  which  was  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Montmorenci,  the  bed  difpofitions  for  it  were 
made,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Admiral  and  of  the 
General.  But  notwithftanding  that  the  whole  July  30. 
was  conduced  with  equal  vigour  and  prudence,  it 
was  totally  defeated  by  one  of  thofe  accidents  which  fo  fre¬ 
quently  interpofe  to  the  difgrace  of  human  wifdom,  and 
which  demonftrates  that  fine  is  far  from  being  the  foie  arbi- 
trefs  of  war. 

The  Englifh  grenadiers,  who  led  the  attack,  had  orders, 
immediately  after  their  landing,  to  form  themfelves  on  the 
beach;  but  inftead  of  forming  themfelves  as  they  were  di¬ 
rected,  from  the  hurry  and  noife  of  their  landing,  or  from 
an  ill-governed  ardor,  they  rufhed  impetuoufly  towards  the 
enemies  entrenchments  in  the  utmofl  diforder  and  confufi- 
on,  without  waiting  for  the  corps  which  were  to  fuftain 
them,  and  join  in  the  attack.  In  this  diforder,  they  were 
met  by  a  violent  and  fteady  fire  from  the  entrenchments,  by 
which  they  were  thrown  into  more  confufion,  and  obliged 
them  to  fhelter  themfelves  behind  a  redoubt,  which  the 
French  had  abandoned  on  their  approach. 

The  General  perceiving  that  it  was  impoffible  for  thefe 
grenadiersno  form  under  lb  feverea  fire,  that  the  night  drew 
on,  a  violent  tern  pdf  was  gathering,  and  the  tide  began  to 
make,  faw  clearly  that  he  had  nothing  further  left,  than  to 
order  a  retreat,  with  as  little  difadvantage  as  poffible.  He 
therefore  called  off  thofe  troops,  and  having  formed  behind 
Brig.  Monckton’s  corps,  which  was  on  the  beach  in  excel¬ 
lent 
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lent  order^t'ne  whole  repaired  the  river  without  moleftati- 

or‘\  ‘he,.^.eneral  expofing  his  perfon  with  that  intrepidity, 
which  diftinguilhed  him  both  during  the  attack,  and  the 
retreat. 


I  he  Jofs  in  this  check  was  not  inconftderable;  and  the 
event  on  the  whole  was  fuch,  as  to  difcourage  any  further 
attempts  upon  that  fide.  They  returned  to  the  old  meafures, 
F he  General  again  lent  fome  bodies  above  the  town,  and 
fome  men  of  war  failed  up  the  ftream  for  more  than  twelve 
leagues.  They  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had 
amafTed  fome  magazines  of  proviftons  in  the  interior  coun¬ 
try,  and  they  propofed  by  getting  between  them  and  the 
town,  to  draw  the  French  army  from  their  entrenchments* 
to  the  long-defired  engagement ;  but  if  they  failed  to  com- 
pafs  this,  they  might  at  leaft  deftroy  the  fhips  of  war  which 
the  enemy  had  in  the  river,  and  help  to  open  a  communica¬ 
tion  between  them  and  Gen.  Amherft,  on  whom  their  laft 
expectations  were  fixed,  and  who,  they  flattered  them- 
felves,  was  on  his  march  to  their  aiTiftance. 

But  though  they  fucceeded  in  deftroying  fome  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  magazines,  there  was  nothing  of  great  moment  in 
this.  7  hey  could  not  come  near  the  men  of  war.  How¬ 
ever  they  received  intelligence  from  fome  prisoners,  of  the 
fuccefs  of  Sir  William  Johnfon  againft  Niagara ;  they 
learned  likewife,  that  the  French  had  foothed  the  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  way  of  Gen.  Amherft,  by  abandoning  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonde'roga.  But  this  intelligence,  otherwife 
fo  pleafing,  brought  them  no  profpeft  of  the  approach  of 
any  affiftance  from  that  quarter.  The  feafon  wafted  apace. 
1  he  General  fell  violently  ill,  confumed  by  care,  watching* 
and  a  fatigue,  *too  great  to  be  fupported  by  a  delicate  conft?- 
tution,  and  a  body  unequal  to  that  vigorous  and  enterprifing 
foul  that  it  lodged.  It  was  not  enough  for  him  to  efcape 
from  fo  great  an  expedition  uncondemned  and  unapplauded; 
to  be  pitied,  was  he  thought  but  a  milder  cenfure;  and  he 
knew  that  no  military  condudf  can  {Line,  unlefs  it  be  gild¬ 
ed  with  fuccefs.  His  own  high  notions,  the  public  hope, 
the  good  luccefs  of  other  commanders,  all  turned  inward 
upon  him,  opprefted  his  fpirits,  and  converted  difappoint- 
ment  into  difeafe.  As  foon  as  he  had  a  little  recovered,  he 
difpatchedan  exprefs  with  an  accouns  of  his  proceedings  to 

England, 
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England  ( cf  written  indeed  in  the  (file  of  defpondency,  ut 
with  fitch  perfpicuity,  clearnefs,  and  elegance,  as  would 
have  ranked  him  among#  our  be#  writers,  if  his  military 
exploits  had  not  placed  him  among  our  greateft  command¬ 
ers. 

He 


( c)  Major  General  Wolfe's  Letter ,  and  Admiral  Saunders's,  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt ,  relative  to  the  Operations  at  Quebec. 

Head  Quarters  at  Montmorenci,  in  the  River  Saint  Laurence f 

Sept .  2,  1759. 

SIR,  '  - 

s  ;  1  •  ■-  1  i  •  •  '  1  C'j..  :  >.  '  ;  : :  jpr:  , 

IVv  ifh  I  could,  upon  this  occafion,  have  the  honour  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  you  a  more  favourable  account  of  the  progrefs  of  his 
Majefty’s  arms;  but  the  obftacles  we  nave  met  with,  in  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  campaign,  are  much  greater  ,  han  we  had  realon  to 
expeft,  or  could  foiefee;  not  fo  much  from  the  number  ot  the 
enemy  (tho’  fuperimir  to  us)  as  from  the  natural  ftrength  of  the 

country,  which  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  feems  w.feK  to  depend 
upon.  h 

When  I  learned  that  fuccours  of  all  kinds  had  been  thrown  in¬ 
to  Quebec  ;  that  five  battalions  of  regular  troops,  completed  from 
the  belt  of  the  inhabitants  of  che  country,  foine  of  the  troops  of 
the  colony,  and  every  Canadian  that  as  able  to  bear  arms,  be- 
fides  feveral  nations  ot  lavages,  had  taken  the  field  in  a  very  ad¬ 
vantageous  fixation  ;  I  could  not  flatter  myfelf  that  1  ihould  be 
able  to  reduce  the  place.  I  fought  however  an  occafion  to  attack 
their  army,  knowing  well,  that  with  thefe  troops  1  was  able  to 
fight,  and  hoping  that  a  vi&ory  might  difperfe  tnem. 

v\e  found  tht  m  ncamp  d  along  the  thore  of  Beaufort ,  from 
the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  falls  of  Mont?norenci,  and  intrenched 
m  every  acceffible  part.  The  27th  of  june  we  landed  upon  the 
,<je  of  0r!*ans\  but  receiving  a  meflage  from  the  Admiral,  that 
tiicre  was  reafon  to  think  the  enemy  had  artillery,  and  a  force 
up  n  t  e  pint  of  Levi,  1  detached  Br.g.  Monckton  with  four  bat- 
talions  to  them  from  thence.  He  paired  the  river  the  20th 
at  night,  and  marched  the  next  day  to  the  point;  he'obliged  the 
enemy  s  irregulars  to  retire,  and  poiTefled  himfelf  of  that  poll ; 

e  advanced  parties  upon  this  occafion  had  two  or  three  ikir- 
mdhes  with  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  with  little  lofs  on  either 

Colonel 
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He  refolved,  when  he  fent  away  his  account,  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  campaign  to  the  Jaft  poflible  moment;  and  after  a 
deliberation  with  his  officers,  determined,  that  any  further 

attempts 


Colonel  Carleton  inarched  with  a  detachment  to  the  Wefier- 
moft  point  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  from  whence  oar  operations 
were  likely  to  begin. 

It  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pofTefs  thefe  two  points,  and  for¬ 
tify  them  ;  becaufe  from  either  the  one  or  the  other,  the  enemy 
might  make  it  impoflible  for  any  Ihip  to  be  in  the  bafon  of  Quebec, 
©r  even  within  two  miles  of  it. 

Batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were  erected  with  great  dif- 
patch  on  the  point  of  L&vi ,  to  bombard  the  town  and  magazines, 
and  to  injure  the  works  and  "batteries:  The  enemy  perceiving 
thefe  works  in  fome  forwardnefs,  paired  the  river  with  1600  men 
to  attack  and  deftroy  them.  Unluckily  they  fell  into  confufion, 
fired  upon  one  another,  and  went  back  again ;  by  which  we  loft 
,  an  opportunity  of  defeating  this  large  detachment.  The  effect  of 
this  artillery  has  been  fo  great  (though  acrofs  the  river)  that  the 
upper  town  is  confiderably  damaged,  and  the  lower  town  entirely 
deftroy  ed. 

The  works  for  the  fecurity  of  our  hofpitals  and  (lores  on  the 
ifte  of  Orleans  being  finifbed,  on  the  9th  of  July  at  night,  we 
pafied  the  North  channel,  and  incamped  near  the  enemy’s  left, 
the  river  Montmorenci  between  us  The  next  morning  Captain 
Dank'’ s  Company  of  Rangers,  polled  in  a  wood  to  cover  fome 
workmen,  were  attacked  and  defeated  by  a  body  of  Indians ,  and 
had  fo  many  killed  and  wounded,  as  to  be  almoft  difabled  for 
the  reft  of  the  campaign  :  The  enemy  alfo  fuffered  in  this  affair, 
and  were  in  their  turn  driven  off  by  the  neareft  troops. 

The  ground,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  falls,  feemed  to  be  (as  it 
really  is)  higher  than  that  on  the  enemy’s  fide,  and  to  command 
it  in  a  manner  which  might  be  made  ufeful  to  us.  There  is  be- 
fides  a  ford  below  the  falls,  which  may  be  pafied  for  fome  hours 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  and  beginning  of  the  flood  tide;  and 
1  had  hopes,  that  poflibly  means  might  be  found  of  pafling  the 
river  above,  fo  as  to  fight  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm ,  upon  terms 
of  lefs  difadvantage  than  dire&ly  attacking  his  intrenchments.  In 
reconnoitring  the  river  Montmorenci ,  we  found  it  fordable  at  a 
place  about  three  miles  up  ;  but  the  oppoflte  bank  was  intrench¬ 
ed,  and  fo  fteep  and  woody,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt 
a  paftage  there.  The  Efcort  was  twice  attacked  by  the  Indians , 
who  were  as  often  repulfed;  but  in  thefe  rencounters  we  bad  40 
(officers  and  men)  killed  and  wounded. 
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attempts  at  Montmorenci  were  to  little  purpofe,  and  that 
their  principal  operations  fhould  be  above  the  town,  in  or¬ 
der,  if  poffible,  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  a&ion.  But  the 

defign 


The  1 8th  of  July ,  two  men  of  war,  two  armed  Hoops,  and 
two  tranfports  with  fome  troops  on  board,  pafled  by  the  town 
without  any  lofs,  and  got  into  the  upper  river.  This  enabled  me 
to  reconnoitre  the  country  above,  where  I  found  the  fame  attenti¬ 
on  on  the  enemy’s  fide,  and  great  difficulties  on  ours,  arifing  from 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  obftacles  to  our  communicati¬ 
on  with  the  fleet.  But  what  I  feared  moft,  was,  that  if  we  ihould 
land  between  the  town  and  the  river,  Capt.  Rouge ,  the  body  Arft 
landed  could  not  be  reinforced  before  they  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy’s  whole  army. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  difficulties,  I  thought  once  of  attempt- 
'■  ing  it  at  St.  Michael's,  about  three  miles  above  the  town;  but 
perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  jealous  of  the  defign,  were  prepa¬ 
ring  againil  it,  and  had  actually  brought  artillery  and  a  mortar 
(which,  being  fo  near  to  Quebec,  they  could  increafe  as  they 
pleafed)  to  play  upon  the  {hipping;  and,  as  it  mufr  have  been 
many  hours  before  we  could  attack  them,  (even  fuopoflng  a  fa¬ 
vourable  night  for  the  boats  to  pafs  by  the  town  unhurt)  it  feem- 
ed  fo  hazardous,  that  I  thought  it  belt  to  dcflft. 

However,  to  divide  the  enemy’s  force,  and  to  draw  their  at¬ 
tention  as  high  up  the  river  as  poffible,  and  to  procure  fome  intel¬ 
ligence,  1  fenta  detachment  under  the  command  of  Col.  Carleton , 
to  land  at  the  Point  de  Trempe ,  to  attack  whatever  he  might  find 
tnere,  bring  oft  fome  prifoners,  and  all  the  uleful  papers  he  could 
gei.^  I  had  been  informed  that  a  number  of  tiie  inhabitants  of 
Quebec,  had  retired  to  that  place,  and  that  probably  we  fhould 
And  a  magazine  of  proviflorrs  there. 

d  he  Colonel  was  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  Indians  the  moment 
he  landed,  but  they  were  foon  oifperfed  and  driven  into  the  woods  : 
he  fearched  for  magazines,  but  to  no  purpofe,  brought  off  fome 
prifoners,  and  returned  with  little  lofs. 

i  After  this  bufinels,  I  came  back  to  Montmorenci,  where  I  found 
that  Brig.  To'wnjhend  had,  by  a  fuperior  Are,  prevented  the  French 
from  erecting  a  battery  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  from  whence 
they  intended  to  cannonade  our  camp.  I  now  refolved  to  take 
the  Arft  opportunity  which  prefented  itfelf  of  attacking  the  ene¬ 
my,  though  polled  to  great  advantage,  and  every  where  preoared 
to  receive  us.  r  1 

9 

As  the  men  of  war  cannot  (for  want  of  a  fufficient  depth  of 
water)  come  near  e&ough  to  the  enemy’s  intrenchments  to  annoy 

c  v  them 
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defign  of  Wolfe  was  deeper,  and  more  particularly  diredt- 
ed  than  it  had  been  before.  The  camp  at  Montmorenci 
was  broke  up,  and  the  troops  were  conveyed  to  the  fouth- 

eaft 


them  in  the  leak,  the  Admiral  had  prepared  two  tranfports  (draw¬ 
ing  but  little  water)  which  upsm  occafions  could  be  run  a -ground, 
to  favour  a  defeent.  With  the  help  of  thefe  veflels,  which  I  un- 
derkood  would  be  carried  by  the  tide  clofe  in  fhore,  I  propofed  to 
make  myfelf  maker  of  a  detached  redoubt  near  to  the  water’s 
edge,  and  whofe  fituation  appeared  to  be  out  of  mufquet  Ihot  of 
the  intrenchment  upon  the  hili :  If  the  enemy  fupported  this  de- 
tatched  piece,  it  would  neceffarily  bring  on  an  engagement,  what 
we  mok  wiilied  for;  and  if  not,  I  fhould  have  it  in  my  power  to 
examine  their  fituation,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  determine  where  we 
could  beft  attack  them. 

Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  an  engagement.  The 
3 1 11  of  July  in  the  forenoon,  the  boats  of  the  fleet  were  filled 
with  grenadiers,  and  a  part  of  Brig.  Monckton' s  brigade  from  the 
point  of  Levi :  The  two  brigades  under  the  Brigadiers  : Town - 
Jhend  and  Murray  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  pafs  the 
ford,  when  it  fhould  be  thought  necefiary.  To  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage  of  this  corps,  the  admiral  had  placed  the  Centurion  in  the 
channel,  fo  that  Ihe  might  check  the  fire  of  the  lower  battery  which 
commanded  the  ford  :  This  (hip  was  of  great  ufe,  as  her  fire  was 
very  judicioufly  airedled.  A  great  quantity  of  artillery  was  placed 
upon  the  eminence,  fo  as  to  batter  and  enfilade  the  left  of  their 
intrenchments. 

From  the  veflel  which  run  a-ground,  neareft  in.  I  obferved 
that  the  redoubt  was  too  much  commanded  to  be  kept  without 
very  great  lofs;  and  the  more,  as  the  two  armed  {hips  could  not 
be  brought  near  enough  to  cover  both  with  their  artillery  and 
mufquetry,  which  I  at  firft  conceived  they  might.  But  as  the 
enemy  feemed  in  fome  confufion,  and  we  were  prepared  for  an 
attion,  I  thought  it  a  proper  time  to  make  an  attempt  upon  their 
intrenchments.  Orders  were  lent  to  the  Brigadiers  Generals  to 
be  ready  with  the  corps  under  their  command.  Brig.  Monckton 
to  land,  and  the  Brigadiers  TovjnJbend  and  Murray  to  pafs  the 
ford. 

At  a  proper  time  of  the  tide,  the  fignal  was  made,  but  in  row¬ 
ing  towards  the  fhore,  many  of  the  boats  grounded  upon  a  ledge 
that  runs  off  a  confiderable  dikance.  This  accident  put  us  into 
fome  diforder,  lok  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  obliged  me  to  fend 
an  officer  to  flop  Brig.  Tovojhend' s  march,  whom  I  then  obferv¬ 
ed  to  be  in  motion.  While  the  feamen  were  getting  the  boats  off, 

the 
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eaft  of  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Point  Levi.  The  fqua- 
dron  under  Admiral  Holmes  made  movements  up  the  river 
for  feveral  days  fucceffively,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemies 

attention 


the  enemy  fired  a  number  of  fhells  and  fhot,  but  did  no  confide- 
rable  damage.  As  foon  as  this  diforder  could  be  fet  a  little  to 
rights,  and  the  boats  were  ranged  in  a  proper  manner,  fome  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy  went  in  with  me,  to  find  a  better  place 
to  land :  we  took  one  flat-bottomed  boat  with  us  to  make  the  ex¬ 
periment,  and  as  foon  as  we  had  found  a  fit  part  of  the  fhore,  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  difembark,  thinking  it  not  yet  too  late  for 
the  attempt. 

The  13  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  200  of  the  fcond  Royal 
American  battalion,  got  firft  on  fhore.  The  grenadiers  were  or¬ 
dered  to  form  themfelves  into  four  diftinft  bodies,  and  “to  begin 
the  attack,  fupported  by  Brig,  Monckton  s  corps,  as  foon  as  th'e 
troops  had  paffed  the  ford,  and  were  at  hand  to  affift.  But  whe¬ 
ther  from  the  noife  and  hurry  at  landing,  or  from  fome  other 
caufe,  the  grenadiers,  inftead  of  forming  themfelves  as  they  were 
directed,  ran  on  impetuoufly  towards  the  enemy’s  intrenchmenta 
in  the  utmoft  diforder  and  confufion,  without  waiting  for  the 
corps  which  were  to  fuftain  them,  and  join  in  the  attack.  Brig. 
Monckton  was  not  landed,  and  Brig.  F’onx'njhend  was  Bill  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  though  upon  his  march  to  join  us,  in  very 
great  order.  The  grenadiers  were  checked  by  the  enemy’s  firft 
fire,  and  obliged  to  fhelter  themfelves  in  or  about  the  redoubt, 
which  the  French  abandoned  upon  their  approach.  In  this  iitua- 
tion  tney  continued  for  fome  time,  unable  to  form  under  fo  hot 
a  fire,  and  having  many  gallant  officers  wounded,  who  (carelefs 
of  then*  perfons)  had  been  folely  intent  upon  their  duty.  I  faw 
the  absolute  neceffity  of  calling  them  off,  that  they  might  form 
themfelves  behind  Brig.  Monckton' §  corps,  which  was  now  landed, 
and  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  in  extreme  good  order. 

Bv  this  new  accident,  and  this  fecond  delay,  it  w&s  near  night, 
a  fudden  fiorm  came  on,  and  the  tide  began  to  make;  fo  that  I 
thought  it  mod  advifeable,  not  to  perfevere  in  fo  difficult  an  at- 
tack,  left  (111  cafe  of  a  repulfe)  the  retreat  of  Brig.  Townlbend's 
corps  might  be  hazardous  and  uncertain. 

Our  artillery  had  a  great  effect  upon  the  enemy’s  left,  where 
Jirigadiers  / ownjhend  and  Murray  were  to  have  attacked  ;  and, 
u  is  probable  that  if  thofe  accidents  I  have  fpoken  of,  had  not 
happened,  we  fhould  have  penetrated  there,  whilft  our  left  and 

£r„r  ",ill“i,)  “* ha,e  bo,c  *u  ,he 

C  c  .2  Th« 


204  The  History  of  the  War.  1  759- 

attention  as  far  from  the  town  as  poifible.  This  fucceeded 
in  fome  meafure;  for,  though  it  couH  not  perfuade  the 
Marquis  de  Montcalm  to  quit  his  poll,  it  induced  him  to 

detach 


The  French  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  our  march.  Some  of 
their  favages  came  down  to  murder  fuch  wounded  as  could  not  be 
brought  off,  and  to  fcalp  the  dead,  as  their  cuftom  is. 

The  place  where  the  attach  was  intended,  has  thefe  advanta¬ 
ges  over  all  others  hereabout.  Our  artillery  could  be  brought 
into  ufe.  The  greateft  part,  or  even  the  whole  of  the  troops, 
might  ad  at  once.  And  the  retreat  (in  cafe  of  repulfe)  was  fe» 
cure,  at  leaf!  for  a  certain  time  of  the  tide.  Neither  one  or  other 
of  thefe  advantages  can  any  where  elfe  be  found.  The  enemy 
were  indeed  polled  upon  a  commanding  eminence.  The  beach 
upon  which  the  troops  were  drawn  up,  was  of  deep  mud,  with 
holes,  and  cut  by  feveral  gullies.  The  hill  to  be  afeended  very 
fteep,  and  not  every  where  pradicable.  The  enemy  numerous  in 
their  intrenchments,  and  their  fire  hot.  If  the  attack  had  fuc^ 
ceeded,  our  lofs  mull  certainly  have  been  great,  and  their’s  in- 
confiderable,  from  the  Ihelter  which  the  neighbouring  woods  af¬ 
forded  them.  The  river  St.  Charles  Hill  remained  to  be  palled, 
before  the  town  was  invelled.  All  thefe  circumftances  I  confi- 
dered;  but  the  defire  to  aft  in  conformity  to  the  King’s  intenti¬ 
ons,  induced  me  to  make  this  trial,  perfuaded  that  a  viftorious 
army  finds  no  difficulties. 

The  enemy  have  been  fortifying  ever  fince  with  care,  fo  as  to 
make  a  fecond  attempt  Hill  more  dangerous. 

Immediately  after  this  check,  I  lent  Brig.  Murray  above  the 
town  with  1200  men,  direfting  him  to  affifi:  Rear  Admiral  Holmes 
In  the  deftruftion  of  the  French  fhips  (iTthey  could  be  got  at)  in 
order  to  open  a  communication  with  Gen.  Amherft.  The  Briga¬ 
dier  was  to  feek  every  favourable  opportunity  of  fighting  fome  of 
the  enemy’s  detachments,  provided  he  could  do  it  upon  tolerable 
terms,  and  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  provoke  them  to 
attack  him.  He  made  two  different  attempts  to  and  upon  the 
North  fin  ore  without  fuccefs;  but  in  a  third  was  more  fortunate. 
He  landed  unexpectedly  at  De  Chambaud ,  and  burnt  a  magazine 
there,  in  which  were  lbme  provifions,  fome  ammunition,  and  all 
the  fpare  ftores,  clothing,  arms,  and  baggage,  of  their  army. 

Finding  that  their  (hips  were  not  to  be  got  at,  and  little  prof- 
peft  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  a  battle,  he  reported  his  fituation 
to  me,  and  I  ordered  him  to  join  the  army. 

The  prifoners  he  took  informed  him  of  the  furrender  of  the 

fort  of  Niagara ;  and  we  difeovered,  by  intercepted  letters,  ffiai 
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detach  M.  de  Bougainville  with  1500  men  to  watch  their 
motions,  and  to  proceed  along  the  weftern  ill  ore  of  the 
river,  whilft  the  Englifh  army  directed  its  march  the  lame 
way  on  the  eaftern  bank. 

3  -  When 


the  enemy  had  abandoned  Carillon  and  Crown  Point,  were  reti¬ 
red  to  the  ifie  Aux  Noix ;  and  that  Gen.  Amherjl  was  making  pre¬ 
parations  to  pafs  the  Lake  Champlain ,  to  fall  upon  FvL  de  Hourle- 
maaue\  corps,  which  confifis  of  three  battalions  of  foot,  and  as 
many  Canadians  as  make  the  whole  amount  to  3000  men. 

The  AdmiraLs  aifpatches  and  mine  would  have  gone  eight  or 
ten  days  fooner,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented  from  writing  by  a 
fever.  I  found  myfelf  fo  ill,  and  am  Hill  fo  weak,  that  I  begged 
the  general  officers  to  confult  together  for  the  public  utility. 
They  are  all  of  opinion,  that  (as  more  fhips  and  proviiions  have 
now  got  above  the  town)  they  fhould  try,  by  conveying  up  a 
corps  of  4  or  5000  men  (which  is  nearly  the  whole  ftrength  of  the 
army,  after  the  points  of  Levi  and  Orleans  are  left  in  a  proper 
Hate  of  defence)  to  draw  the  enemy  from  their  prefent  fituation, 
and  bring  them  to  an  aflion.  I  have  acquiefced  in  their  propofal, 
and  we  are  preparing  to  put  it  in  execution. 

The  Admiral  and  i  have  examined  the  town,  with  a  view  to  a 
general  affault;  but,  after  conlulting  with  the  chief  engineer, 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  parts  of  it,  and,  after 
viewing  it  with  the  utmoft  attention,  we  found,  that  though  the 
batteries  of  the  Lower  Town  might  be  eafily  filenced  by  the  men 
of  war,  yet  the  bulinefs  of  an  alfault  would  be  little  advanced  by 
that,  fmce  the  few  paffiages  that  lead  from  the  Lower  to  the- Up¬ 
per  Town,  are  carefully  intrenched;  and  the  upper  batteries  can¬ 
not  be  affe&ed  by  the  ffiips,  which  mult  receive  confiderable  da¬ 
mage  from  them  and  from  the  mortars.  The  Admiral  would  rea¬ 
dily  join  in  this,  or  in  any  other  meafure,  for  the  public  fervice  ; 
but  I  could  noc  propofe  to  him  an  undertaking  of  fo  dangerous  a 
nature,  and  promifing  fo  little  fuccefs. 

To  the  uncommon  ftrength  of  the  country,  the  enemy  have  ad¬ 
ded  (for  the  defence  of  the  river)  a  great  number  of  floating  bat¬ 
teries  and  boats.  By  the  vigilance  of  thefe  and  the  Indians  round 
our  different  polls,  it  has  been  impoffible  to  execute  any  thing  by 
iurprize.  We  have  had  almofl:  daily  fkirmiffies  with  thefe  Sava¬ 
ges,  in  which  they  are  generally  defeated,  but  not  without  lots  on 
our  fide. 

By  the  lift  ofdiiabled  officers  (many  of  whom  are  of  rank)  you 
may  perceive,  Sir,  that  the  army  is  much  weakened.  By  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  river,  the  molt  formidable  part  of  this  armament  is  de¬ 
prived 
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When  Gen.  Wolfe  faw  that  matters  were  ripe  for  action 
he  ordered  the  fhips  under  Admiral  Saunders  to  make  a 
feint,  as  if  they  propofed  to  attack  the  French  in  their  en¬ 
trenchments, 


prived  of  the  power  of  afting,  yet  we  have  almoft  the  whole  force 
jCtwada  to  oppofe.  In  this  lituation,  there  is  fuch  a  choice  of 
difficulties,  that  I  own  myfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  determine.  The 
affairs  of  Great  Britain,  I  know,  require  the  moft  vigourous  mea- 
fures;  but  then  the  courage  of  a  handful  of  brave  men  fhould  be 
exerted  only  where  there  is  fome  hope  of  a  favourable  event. 
However,  you  may  be  allured,  Sir,  that  the  fmall  part  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  which  remains,  fhall  be  employed  (as  far  as  I  am  able) 
for  the  honour  of  his  Majefty  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  in 
which  I  am  fure  of  being  well  feconded  by  the  Admiral  and  by 
the  Generals.  Happy  if  our  efforts  here  can  contribute  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  Majefty’s  arms  in  any  other  parts  of  America . 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  the  greateft  Reftpeft,  Sir, 

Tour  moft  obedient ,  and  moft  humble  Servant , 

JAMES  WOLFE. 

Stcrling-Caftle  oft  Point  Levi,  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence ,  $th  oft 

September ,  1759. 

s  i  Rr 

IN  my  letter  of  the  6th  0  {June,  I  acquainted  you  I  was  then 
off  Scutari ,  ffanding  for  the  river  St.  Laurence.  On  the  26th, 

I  had  got  up,  with  the  firft  divifion  of  the  fleet  and  tranfports,as 
far  as  the  middle  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans ,  where  I  immediately  pre¬ 
pared  to  land  the  troops,  which  I  did  the  next  morning.  The 
fame  day  the  fecond  and  third  divifions  came  up,  and  the  troops 
from  them  were  landed  likewife. 

I  got  thus  far  without  any  lofs  or  accident  whatever;  but,  di¬ 
rectly  after  landing  the  troops,  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind  came  on, 
by  which  many  anchors  and  fmall  boats  were  loft,  and  much  da¬ 
mage  received  among  the  tranfports,  by  their  driving  on  board 
each  other.  The  fhips  that  loft  moft  anchors  I  fupplied  from  the 
men  of  war  as  far  as  I  was  able,  and  in  all  other  refpeCts,  gave 
them  the  heft  afiiflance  in  my  power* 


On 
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trenchments,  on  the  Beauport  ftiore  below  the  town,  and 
by  their  motions  to  give  this  feint  all  the  appearance  of  a 
reality  which  it  polfibly  could  have.  This  difpofition  be¬ 
ing 

. —  . 1 ■  .  . .  . .  1  * 

On  the  28th,  at  midnight,  the  enemy  fent  down  from  Quebec 
feven  firefhips ;  and  though  our  (hips  and  tranfports  were  fo  nu¬ 
merous,  and  neceftarily  fpread  fo  great  a  part  of  the  channel,  we 
towed  them  all  clear  and  a-ground,  without  receiving  the  leaft 
damage  from  them.  The  next  night  Gen.  Monckton  crofted  the 
river,  and  landed  with  his  Brigade  on  the  South  fhore,  and  took 
poft  at  Point  Levi ;  and  Gen.  Wolfe  took  his  on  the  Weftmoft 
Point  of  the  Iile  of  Orleans . 

On  the  1  ft  of  July ,  I  moved  up  between  the  Points  of  Orleans 
and  Levi;  and,  it  being  refolved  to  land  on  the  North  fhore,  be¬ 
low  the  falls  of  Montmorenci ,  I  placed  on  the  8th  inft.  his  Majef- 
ty’s  /loop  the  Porcupine,  and  the  Bofcaiven  armed  veftel,  in  the 
channel  between  Orleans  and  the  North  fhore,  to  cover  that  land¬ 
ing,  which  took  place  at  night. 

On  the  17th,  I  ordered  Capt.  Rous  of  the  Sutherland ,  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  with  the  firft  fair  wind  and  night  tide,  above  the  town  of 
Quebec ,  and  to  take  with  him  his  majefty’s  lhips  Diana  and  Squir¬ 
rel,  with  two  armed  floops,  and  two  catts  armed  and  loaded  with 
provifions. 

On  the  1 8th,  at  night,  they  all  got  up,  except  the  Diana,  and 
gave  Gen.  Wolfe  an  opportunity  of  reconnoitring  above  the  town, 
tiaofe  fhips  having  carried  fome  troops  with  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Th e  Diana  ran  afhore  upon  the  rocks  off  Point  Levi,  and 
received  fo  much  damage,  that  I  have  fent  her  to  Bofton  with  27 
fail  of  American  tranfports,  (thofe  which  received  moft  damage  in. 
the  gale  of  the  27th  of  June)  where  they  are  to  be  difeharged; 
and  the  Diana,  having  repaired  her  damages,  is  to  proceed  to 
England ,  taking  with  her  the  mail  fhips,  and  what  trade  may  be 
ready  to  accompany  her. 

On  the  28th,  at  mignight,  the  enemy  fent  down  a  raft  of  fire- 

ftages,  of  near  a  hundred  Radeaux,  which  fucceeded  no  better 
than  the  fire-fhips. 

On  the  31ft,  Gen.  Wolfe  determined  to  land  a  number  of  troops 
above  the  falls  of  Montmorenci,  in  order  to  attack  the  enemy’s 
lines;  to  cover  which,  I  placed  the  Centurion  in  the  channel,  be¬ 
tween  the  lfle  of  Orleans  and  the  falls,  and  ran  on  fhore,  at  high 
water,  two  catts  which  1  had  armed  for  that  purpofe,  againft  two 
fmall  batteries  and  two  redoubts,  where  our  troops  were  to  land. 
About  fix  in  the  evening  they  landed,  but  the  Generel  not  think¬ 
ing  it  proper  to  perfevere  in  the  attack ;  foon  after,  part  of  them 

re- 
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ing  made  below  the  town,  the  General  embarked  his  forces 
about  one  in  the  morning,  and  with  Admiral  Holmes’s  di¬ 
vision  went  three  leagues  further  up  the  river  than  the  in¬ 
tended 


re-embarked,  and  the  reft  crofted  the  Falls  with  Gen.  Wolfe ; 
upon  which,  to  prevent  the  two  catts  from  falling  into  the  ene- 
my’s  hands  (they  being  then  dry  on  fhore)  J  gave  orders  to  take 
the  men  out  and  fet  them  on  fire,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  the  5  th  of  Align  ft,  in  the  night,  I  fent  twenty  flat-bottom¬ 
ed  boats  up  the  river,  to  the  Sutherland ,  to  embark  1260  of  the 
troops,  with  Brig.  Gen.  Murray ,  from  a  poft  he  had  taken  on  the 
iouth  fhore  I  fent  Admiral  Holmes  up  to  the  Sutherland ,  to  a 61 
in  concert  with  him,  and  give  him  all  the  afliftance  the  fhips  and 
boats  could  afford.  At  the  fame  time  I  directed  Admiral  Holmes 
to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  get  at,  and  deftroy  the  enemy’s  fhips 
above  the  town ;  and  for  that  purpofe  I  ordered  the  Lc<weftojfe , 
and  Hunter  floop,  with  tw  o  armed  fioops  and  two  catts,  with  pro¬ 
visions,  to  pafs  Quebec  and  join  the  Sutherland ;  but  the  wind 
holding  welter!  y,  it  was  the  27th  of  Auguft  before  they  got  up, 
which  was  the  fourth  attempt  they  had  made  to  gain  their  paf- 
fage. 

On  the  25th,  at  night,  Admiral  Holmes  and  Gen.  Murray , 
with  part  of  the  troops,  returned  ;  they  had  met  with,  and  de¬ 
ployed  a  magazine  of  the  enemy’s  cioathing,  feme  gunpowder, 
and  other  things  ;  and  Admiral  Holmes  had  been  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  above  the  town,  but  found  it  impracticable  at  that  time 
to  get  farther  up. 

Gen.  Wolfe  having  refolved  to  quit  the  camp  at  Montmorenci , 
and  go  above  the  town,  in  hopes  of  getting  between  the  enemy 
and  their  proviftons,  (fuppofed  to  be  in  the  fhips  there)  and  by 
that  means  force  them  to  an  -aCtion,  I  fent  up,  on  the  29th  at 
night,  the  Seahorfe  arid  two  armed  fioops,  with  two  catts  laden 
with  proviftons,  rejoin  the  reft  above  Quebec-,  and  having  taken 
off  all  the  artillery,  from  the  camp  at  Montmorenci,  on  the  3d 
inll.  in  the  afternoon  the  troops  embarked  from  thence,  and  land¬ 
ed  at  Point  Lewi,  The  4'th,  at  night,  I  fent  all  the  flat-bottomed 
boats  up,  and  this  night  a  part  of  the  troops  will  march  up  the 
fouth  fhore,  above  the  town,  to  be  embarked  in  the  fhips  and  vef- 
fels  there,  and  to-morrow  night  the  reft  will  follow.  Admiral 
Holmes  is  alfo  gone  up  again  to  aftift  in  their  future  operations, 
and  to  try,  if,  with  the  alii  trance  of  the  troops,  it  is  practicable  to 
get  at  the  enemy’s  fhips. 

As  Gen.  Wolfe  writes  by  this  opportunity,  he  will  give  you  an 
account  of  his  part  of  the  operations,  and  his  thoughts  what  fur¬ 
ther 


I  I 

t 
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tended  place  of  his  landing,  in  order  to  amufe  the  enemy, 
and  conceal  his  real  defign.  Then  he  put  them  into  boats, 
and  fell  down  filently  with  the  tide,  unobferved  by  thd 
French  centinels  polled  along  the  fhore.  The  rapidity 
of  the  current  carried  thefe  boats  a  little  below  the  intend¬ 
ed  place  of  attack.  The  (hips  followed  them,  and  arrived 
juft  at  the  time  which  had  been  concerted  to  cover  their 

landing 


ther  may  be  done  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice.  The  enemy  appear* 
numerous,  and  feem  to  be  ftrongly  polled;  but  let  the  event  be 
what  it  will,  we  lhall  remain  here  as  long  as  the  feafon  will  per¬ 
mit,  in  order  to  prevent  their  detaching  troops  from  hence  againft 
Gen .Amberjl;  and  I  lhall  leave  cruizers  at  the  mouth  of  the  ri¬ 
ver,  to  cut  off  any  fupplies  that  may  be  fent  them,  with  ftrift  or¬ 
ders  to  keep  that  ftation  as  long  as  pollible.  The  town  of  Quebec 
is  not  habitable,  being  almoft  entirely  burnt  and  deftroyed. 

I  enclofe  you  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  (hips  under  my  com¬ 
mand:  twenty  of  the  vi&uallers  that  failed  from  England  with  the 
Echoy  are  arrived  here,  one  unloaded  at  Louijlourgy  having  re¬ 
ceived  damage  in  her  paffage  out,  and  another  1  have  heard  no¬ 
thing  of.  No  fhips  of  the  enemy  have  come  this  way,  that  I  have 
had  any  intelligence  of,  ftnce  my  arrival  in  the  river  except  one, 
laden  with  flour  and  brandy,  which  was  taken  by  Capt,  Drake  of 
the  Lizard, 

Before  Admiral  Durell  got  into  the  river,  three  frigates,  and 
feventeen  fail,  with  proviflons,  (lores,  and  a  few  recruits,  got 
up,  and  are  thofe  we  are  fo  anxious,  if  poflible,  to  deftroy. 

Vellerday  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen  Amherft  (to  whom  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  writing  flnce  I  have  been  in  the  river) 
dated  Camp  off  Crown  Pointy  Auguft  17th,  wherein,  he  only 
deflres  I  would  fend  tranfports  and  a  convoy  to  New  Torky  to 
carry  to  England  fix  hundred  and  feventy  prifoners  taken  at  the 
fwrender  of  Niagara. 

1  would  have  wrote  to  you  fooner  from  hence,  but  while  my 
difpatches  were  preparing,  Gen.  IVolfe  was  taken  very  ill ;  he  has 
been  better  flnce,  but  is  Hill  greatly  out  of  order. 

I  lhall  very  foon  fend  home  the  great  Ihips,  and  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be. 

With  the  greateji  Refpeft, 

SIR , 

lour  moji  obedient ,  and  mojl  humble  Servant, 

D  d  CHARLES  SAUNDERRS. 


. 


Yi?  J 
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landing.  Confidcring  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  current,  this  was  a  very  critical  operation, 
and  it  required  excellent  heads  both  on  the  part  of  the 
marine,  and  the  land  fervice,  to  preferve  a  communication, 
and  to  prevent  a  difcovery  and  confufion. 

As  the  troops  could  not  land  at  the  fpot  propofed,  when 
they  were  put  on  ftiore  an  hill  appeared  before  them  ex¬ 
tremely  high  and  fteep  in  its  afcent ;  a  little  path  winded 
up  this  afcent,  fo  narrow  that  two  could  not  go  ibreaft. 
Even  this  path  was  intrenched,  and  a  captain’s  guard  de¬ 
fended  it.  Thefe  difficulties  did  not  abate  the  hopes  of  the 
General,  or  the  ardor  of  the  troops.  The  light  infantry 
under  Colonel  Howe  laying  hold  of  flumps  and"'  boughs  of 
trees,  pulled  themfelves  up,  diflodged  the  guards,  and 
cleared  the  path;  and  then  all  the  troops  furmounting  eve¬ 
ry  difficulty,  gained  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  as  faft  as  they 
afcended  formed  themfelves,  fo  that  they  were  all  in  order 
of  battle  at  day  break. 

Montcalm,  when  he  heard  that  the  Englifh  had  afcended 

Sept,  p,  the  and  were  ^ormed  on  the  high  ground  at 
the  back  of  the  town,  fcarcely  credited  the  intel¬ 
ligence,  and  Hill  believed  it  to  be  a  feint  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  that  ftrong  pcft,  which  had  been  the  objedt  of  all 
the  real  attempts  that  had  been  made  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign.  But  he  was  foon,  and  fatally  for  him, 
undeceived.  He  faw  clearly,  /that  the  Englifh  fleet  and  ar¬ 
my  were  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  the  upper  and  lower 
town  might  be  attacked  in  concert,  and  that  nothing  but  a 
battle  could  poffibly  fave  it.  Accordingly  he  determined 
to  give  them  battle,  and  quitting  Beauport,  palled  the  river 
St.  Charles,  and  formed  his  troops  oppofite  to  ours. 

He  filled  the  bullies  that  were  in  his  front  with  detach¬ 
ments  of  Indians,  and  his  bell  markfmen,  to  the  number 
of  about  1500  ;  his  regular  forces  formed  his  left  ;  his  right 
was  compofed  of  the  troops  of  the  colony,  lupported  "by 
two  battalions  of  regulars.  The  reft  of  the  Indians  and 
Canadians  extended  on  that  fide,  and  attempted  to  out¬ 
flank  the  left  of  the  Englifh,  which  was  formed  to  prevent 
that  defign,  in  a  manner  which  the  military  men  call  Po- 
tence ;  that  is,  in  a  body  which  prefents  two  faces  to  the 
enemy.  Here  Brigadier  General  Townfhend  commanded 
.  fix  regiments,  and  the  Louifbourg  grenadiers  were  difpof- 
ed  in  a  line  to  the  right  of  this  body,  extending  to  the  ri¬ 
ver. 
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ver.  A  regiment  was  drawn  up  behind  the  right  for  a  re- 
ferve.  It  was  formed  in  eight  fubdivifions,  with  large  in¬ 
tervals.  The  light  infantry  under  Colonel  Howe,  protect¬ 
ed  the  rear  and  the  left.  The  difpofitions  on  both  Tides 
were  judicious,  and  the  engagement  on  both  Tides  began 
with  Tpirit. 

The  Englifh  troops  were  exhorted  to  reTerve  their  fire  \ 
and  they  bore  that  of  the  enemy’s  light  troops  in  front, 
which  was  galling,  though  irregular,  with  the  utmoft  pa¬ 
tience  and  good  order,  waiting  for  the  main  body  of  the  e- 
nemy,  which  advanced  faff  upon  them.  At  forty  yards  di¬ 
stance,  our  troops  gave  ^heir  fire,  which  took  place  in  its 
lull  extent,  and  made  a  terrible  havock  among  the  French. 
It  was  fupported  with  as  much  vivacity  as  it  was  begun, 
and  the  enemy  every  where  yielded  to  it;  but  juft  in  the 
moment,  when  the  fortune  of  the  field  began  to  declare 
itfelf,  General  Wolfe,  in  whole  life  every  thing  feemed 
included,  fell  :  General  Monckton,  the*  next  to  him  in 
command,  fell  immediately  aft  and  both  were  conveyed 
out  of  the  line;  the  command  il  7  aevolved  on  General 
Townfhend.  It  was  at  a  very  critical  lime.  For,  though 
the  enemy  began  to  fall  back,  and  were  much  broken,  the 
lofs  of  the  two  generals  was  a  very  difcouraging  circum- 
ftance,  and  it  required  great  temper  and  great  exertions  to 
Tupport  the  advantages  that  had  been  gained,  and  to  pufh 
them  to  their  proper  extent.  General  Townfhend  (hewed 
himfelf  equal  to  To  arduous  a  duty;  the  troops  preTerved 
their  Tpirit,  and  each  corps  Teemed  to  exert  itfelf  with  a 
view  to  its  peculiar  chara&er.  The  grenadiers  with  their 
bayonets,  the  Highlanders  with  their  broad  fwords,  and  the 
reft  of  the  forces,  with  a  fteady  and  continued  fire,  drove 
the  enemy  in  great  diforder  from  every  poll,  and  compleat- 
ed  their  defeat.  During  the  whole  action,  Colonel  Howe 
whh  his  light  infantry  covered  the  left  wing  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  entirely  to  fruftrate  the  attempts  of  the  enemies  In¬ 
dians  and  Canadians  upon  that  flank. 

The  field  now  feemed  to  be  compleatly  decided,  when  a 
new  enemy  appeared,  which  threatened  to  bring  on  a  frefh 
engagement,  and  to  put  all  again  to  the  hazard.  M.  de 
Bougainville,  whom  the  feigned  movements  of  the  Enodifh 
troops  had  drawn  up  the  river,  turned  back  on  difeovering 
their  real  defign,  and  now  appeared  on  the  rear  of  the  army, 
with  a  body  of  2000  men.  But  fortunately  the  main  body 

D  d  2  of 


2i2  "The  History  of  the  War.  '  i  759- 

pf  the  French  was  by  this  time  fo  broken  and  difperfed* 
that  the  General  was  able  to  eftablifh  his  rear,  and  to  turn 
fuch  an  oppofition  on  that  fide  that  the  enemy  retired  after 
a  very  feeble  attempt. 

In  this  decifive  a&ion  our  troops  loft  about  500  men; 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy  at  leaft  1500  were  killed.  But 
however  glorious  this  victory  was,  and  however  important 
in  its  confequences,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  it  was  very 
dearly  bought.  Soldiers  may  be  raifed;  officers  will  be 
formed  by  experience;  but  the  lofs  of  a  genius  in  war,  is  a 
lofs  which  vwe  know  not  how  to  repair.  The  death  of 
Wolfe  was  indeed  grievous  to  his  country,  but  to  himfelf 
the  molt  happy  that  can  be  imagined;  and  the  molt  to  be 
envied  by  all  thofe  who  have  a  true  relifh  for  military  glory, 
Unindebted  to  family,  or  connections,  unfupported  by  in¬ 
trigue  or  fadtion,  he  had  accomplifhed  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  life  at  a  time,  when  others  are  only  beginning  to  appear ; 
and  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  without  feeling  the  weaknefs 
of  age  or  the  vicilfitude  of  fortune,  having  fatisfied  his  honefi: 
ambition,  having  compleated  his  character,  having  fulfilled 
the  expectations  of  his  country,  he  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
conquering  troops,  and  expired  in  the  arms  of  victory. 

The  circumfiances  that  attended  the  death  of  fuch  a 
perfon,  are  too  interefting  to  be  patted  over  in  filence,  and 
they  were  indeed  fuch  as  fpoke  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life. 
He  firft  received  a  wound  in  his  head;  but,  that  he  might 
not  difcourage  his  troops,  he  wrapped  it  up  in  his  hanker- 
chief,  and  encouraged  his  men  to  advance :  foon  after  he 
received  another  ball  in  his  belly;  this  alfo  he  diflembled, 
and  exerted  himfelf  as  before;  when  he  received  a  third  in 
his  breaft,  under  which  he  at  laft  funk,  and  fufFered  himfelf, 
unwillingly,  to  be  carried  behind  the  ranks.  As  he  lay 
ftruggling  with  the  anguifh  and  weaknefs  of  three  grievous 
wounds,  he  feemed  only  follicitous  about  the  fortune  of  the 
battle.  He  begged  one,  who  attended  him,  to  fupport  him 
to  view  the  fiekf;  but  as  he  found  that  the  approach  of 
death  had  dimmed  and  confufed  his  fight,  he  defired  an 
officer,  who  was  by  him,  to  give  him  an  account  of  what 
he  faw.  The  officer  anfwered,  that  the  enemy  feemed 
broken ;  he  repeated  his  queftion  a  few  minutes  after  with 
much  anxiety,  when  he  was  told  that  the  enemy  was  totally 
pouted,  and  that  they  fled  in  all  parts.  I  hen,  faid  he, 
1  am  fatisfied;”  and  immediately  he  expired. 

Without 
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Without  the  fame  advantages,  the  enemy  aifo  had  an 
heavy  lofs  in  this  battle,  which,  no  doubt,  contributed  to 
their  defeat.  M.  de  Montcalm,  commander  in  chief,  was 
killed  on  the  fpot ;  an  officer  who  had  done  the  high  eft 
fervices  to  his  country  throughout  the  whole  American  war, 
and  perfectly  fupported  his  reputation  in  this  laft  fcene  of 
it,  having  made  the  moft  perfect  difpofitions  that  human 
prudence  could  luggeft,  both  before  the  battle  and  in  the 
engagement.  It  is  fomething  remarkable  that  in  both  ar¬ 
mies,  the  firft  in  command  fhould  be  killed,  and  the  fecond 
dangeroufly  wounded.  But  General  Alonckton  happily  re¬ 
covered,  the  French  officer  died  a  little  after  the  battle. 

Five  days  after  the  adlion,  the  enemy  feeing  that  the 
communication  between  the  town  and  the  army 
was  cut  off,  and  that  the  Englifh  fleet  and  troops  Sept.  18. 
were  preparing  with  all  vigour  for  a  fiege,  fur- 
rendered  the  city  of  Quebec  upon  terms  of  honour  to  the 
garrifon,  and  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  who  were  pre- 
ferved  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  poffef- 
fion  of  their  civil  rights,  until  a  general  peace  fhould  decide 
their  future  condition.  The  fortifications  of  the  city  were 
in  tolerable  order;  the  houfes  almoft  totally  demolifhed. 
A  garrifon  of  50CO  men  under  General  Murray,  were  put 
into  the  place,  with  a  plenty  of  provisions  and  ammunition 
for  the  winter.  The  fleet  failed  to  England  foon  after, 
fearing  left  the  fetting  in  of  the  frofts  fhould  lock  them  up 
in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  (a) 

,  Thus 


(a)  The  Honnurable  Gen.  Monckton* s  letter  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt ,  dated,  River  St.  Lawrence ,  Camp  at  Point 
Levi,  September ,  15,  1759. 

S  I  R, 

I  Have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that,  on  the  13th  inftant, 
his  Majefty’s  troops  gained  a  very  fignal  viftory  over  the 
French ,  a  little  above  the  town  of  Quebec.  General  Wolfe ,  ex¬ 
erting  himfelf  on  the  right  of  our  line,  received  a  wound  pretty 
early  of  which  he  died  foon  after,  and  I  had  my felf  the  great 
misfortune  of  receiving  one  in  my  right  bread  by  a  ball  that 
went  through  part  of  my  lungs  (and  which  has  been  cut  out  un 
der  the  blade  bone  of  my  fhoulder)  juft  as  the  French  were  giv¬ 
ing  way,  which  obliged  me  to  quit  the  field.  I  have  therefore, 
•  Sir 
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■p  r,hnK  lfC  caPltal  °f  French  America  was  rendered  to  the 
,g  ‘  h’  after  arm°R  ievere  campaign  of  near  three  months  • 
am  perhaps,  if  the  whole  be  confidered,  there  never  was 


an 


Sir,  defired  General  To-wnjbend,  who  now  commands  the  troops 

Doffeffionl  tt0Wn  °f  Wh,C-hiI  t"1  h0pCS  he  Wil1  be  foon  in 
poileliion)  to  acquaint  you  wnh  the  particulars  of  that  dav,  and 

of  the  operations  carrying  on.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

P  c  H.  .  -  .  „  ,  ,  ,  ROB-  monckton! 

and  bravery  Majefty  5  tr00ps  bebaved  WIth  the  greateft  fteadinefs 

As  the  furgeons  tell  me  that  there  is  no  danger  in  my  wound, 

I  am  in  hopes  that  I  fhall  be  foon  able  to  join  the  army  before  the 
town,  J 


The  Honourable  Brigadier  General  Townjhend' s  letter  to  the  Bivht 

Honourable  Ur .  Secretary  Pitt ,  dated  Camp  before  Quebec, 
Sept.  20.  1759.  r  j  » 

SIR,  ' 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  ma- 
jeiiy  s  arms,  on  the  13th  ink.  in  an  action  with  the  French ,  on 
the  heights  to  the  wekward  of  this  town. 

It  being  determined  to  carry  the  operations  above  the  town 
t.«e  polls  at  Point  Levi,  and  lyIJle  d'Qrleans ,  being  fecured,  the 
General  marched  with  the  remainder  of  the  force,  from  Point 
Levi,  the  3th  and  6th,  and  embarked  them  in  tranfports,  which 
had  paffed  the  town  for  that  purpofe.  On  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th, 
a  movement  of  the  fhips  was  made  up,  by  Admiral  Holmes ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  amufe  the  enemy  now  poked  along  the  North  fhore;  but 
the  tranfports  being  extremely  crowded,  and  the  weather  very 
bad,  the  General  thought  proper  to  cantoon  half  his  troops  on 
the  South  fhore;  where  they  were  refreihed,  and  reimbarkea  up¬ 
on  the  1 2th  at  one  in  the  morning.  The  light  infantry,  com** 
manded  by  Col.  Howe,  the  regiments  of  Bragg,  Kennedy ,  Lafceltes , 
and  Anjlruther ,  with  a  detachment  of  Highlanders,  and  the 
American  grenadiers,  the  whole  being  under  the  command  of 
Brigadiers  Monckton  and  Murray,  were  put  into  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and,  after  fome  movements  of  the  fliips,  made  by  Admiral 
Holmes,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  above,  the  boats  fell 
down  with  the  tide,  and  landed  on  the  North  fhore,  within  a 
league  of  Cape  Diamond,  an  hour  before  day-break:  the  rapidity 
of  the  tide  of  ebb  carried  them  a  little  below  the  intended  place 
of  attack,  which  obliged  the  light  infantry  to  fcramble  up  a 

woody 
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an  enterprife  of  fuch  difficulty  carried  on  with  a  more  gal¬ 
lant  perfeverance,  or  accomplifhed  with  more  vigour  and 
ability,  A  city  ftrong  in  fttuation  and  fortifications,  was  to 

be 


woody  precipice,  in  order  to  fecure  the  landing  the  troops  by 
diilodging  a  captain’s  port,  which  defended  the  fmall  intrenched 
path  the  troops  were  to  afcend.  After  a  little  firing,  the  light 
infantry  gained  the  top  of  the  precipice,  and  difperied  the  Gap- 
tain’s  poft;  by  which  means,  the  troops,  with  a  very  little  lofs, 
from  a  few  Canadians  and  Indians  in  the  wood,  got  up,  and  were 
immediately  formed.  The  boats,  as  they  emptied,  were  fent 
back  for  the  fecond  embarkation,  which  I  immediately  made. 
Brigadier  Murray,  who  had  been  detached  with  Anftruther'% 
battalion  to  attack  the  Four  Gun  Battery  upon  the  left,  was  re¬ 
called  by  the  General,  who  now  faw  the  French  army  eroding 
the  river  St.  Charles.  General  Wolfe  thereupon  begun  to  form 
his  line,  having  his  right  covered  by  the  Louijbourg  grenadiers; 
on  (he  right  of  thefe  again  he  afterwards  brought  Otway’s  ;  to 
thelcftof  the  grenadiers  were  Bragg's,  Kennedy's,  Lafcelles'%, 
Highlanders,  and  Anftruther'% ;  the  right  of  this  body  was  com¬ 
manded  by  Brigadier  Monckton,  and  the  left  by  Brigadier  Murray  - 
his  rear  and  left  were  protedted  by  Col.  Howe's  Light-infantrv 
who  was  returned  from  the  Four  Gun  Battery  before-mentioned, 
which  was  foon  abandoned  to  him.  General  Montcalm  having 
collefted  the  whole  of  his  force  from  the  Beaufort  fide,  and  ad¬ 
vancing,  (hewed  his  intention  to  flank  our  left,  where  I  was 
immediately  ordered  with  General  Amherft'%  battalion,  which  I 
formed  en  fotence.  My  numbers  were  foon  after  encreafed  by  the 
arrival  ot  the  two  battalions  of  Royal  Americans  ;  and  Webb's 
was  drawn  up  by  the  General,  as  a  referve,  in  eight  fubdivifions 
wnh  large  intervals.  1  he  enemy  lined  the  bufhes  in  their  front 
with  1500  Indians  and  Canadians,  and  I  dare  fay  had  placed  mod 
*f  the.lr  be*  markfmen  there,  who  kept  up  a  very  galling,  tho’ 
11  regular,  fire  upon  our  whole  line,  who  bore  it  with  the  great- 
eft  patience,  and  good  order,  referving  their  fire  for  the  main 
advancing.  This  fire  of  the  enemy  was  however 
checked  by  our  polls  in  our  front,  which  protefted  the  forming 
our  own  line  1  he  right  of  the  enemy  was  compofed  of  half  of 
the  roops  of  the  colony,  the  battalion  of  La  Same  Languedoc, 
and  the  remainder  of  their  Canadians  and  Indians.  Their  "centre 

a  CTh  mn’i  ?nd  f°rmed  by  the  battalions  of  Bearn  and  Gui- 
tnne.  1  heir  left  was  compofed  of  the  remainder  of  the  troops 

f  the  colony,  and  the  battalion  of  Royal  Roujillon.  This  was 
as  near  as  1  can  guefs,  their  line  of  battle.  They  brought  up 

two 


Jtf 
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be  attacked.  An  army  greatly  fuperior  in  number  to  the 
befiegers,  was  polled  under  the  walls  of  that  city  in  an  im¬ 
pregnable  fituation.  That  army  was  to  be  forced  to  a  battle 

again!! 


two  pieces  of  fmall  artillery  again!!  us,  and  we  had  been  able 
t©  bring  up  but  one  gun;  which  being  admirably  well  ferved* 
galled  their  column  exceedingly.  My  attention  to  the  left  will 
not  permit  me  to  be  very  exadt  with  regard  to  every  circumltance 
which  palled  in  the  centre,  much  lefs  to  the  right;  but  it  is 
moil  certain,  that  the  enemy  formed  in  good  order,  and  that 
their  attack  was  very  brilk  and  animated  on  that  lide.  Our 
troops  referved  their  lire,  till  within  forty  yards,  which  was  fo 
well  continued,  that  the  enemy  every  where  gave  way.  It  was 
then  our  General  fell  at  the  head  of  Bragg’s,  and  the  Louijhourg 
grenadiers,  advancing  with  their  bayonets  :  About  the  fame 
time  Brigadier-general  Monckton  received  his  wound  at  the  head 
of  Lafcelles’s .  In  the  front  of  the  oppolite  battalion  fell  alfo 
M.  Montcalm ;  and  his  fecond  in  command  is  lince  dead  of  his 
wounds  on  board  our  fleet.  Part  of  the  enemy  made  a  fecond 
faint  attack.  Part  took  to  fome  thick  copfe  wood,  and  feemed^ 
to  make  a  Hand.  It  was  at  this  moment,  that  each  corps  - 
feemed  in  a  manner  to  exert  itfelf,  with  a  view  to  its  own  pecu¬ 
liar  character.  The  grenadiers,  Bragg’s ,  and  Lafcelles’s,  prelfed 
on  with  their  bayonets.  Brigadier  Murray,  advancing  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  brilkly  compleated  their  rout  on 
this  fide;  when  the  Highlanders,  fupported  by  Anjiruther’s , 
took  to  their  broad  fwords,  and  drove  part  into  the  town,  and 
part  to  the  works  at  their  bridge  on  the  river  St.  Charles . 

The  a&ion,  on  our  left  and  rear,  was  not  fo  fevere.  The 
houfes,  into  which  the  Light  Infantry  were  thrown,  were  w'eli 
defended,  being  fupported  by  Col.  Howe,  who  taking  port  with 
two  companies  behind  a  fmall  copfe,  and  frequently  fallying  upon 
the  flanks  of  the  enemy  during  the  attack,  drove  them  often  into 
heaps,  again  ft  the  front  of  which  body  I  advanced  platoons  of 
Amherft’ s  regiment,  which  totally  prevented  the  right  wing  from 
executing  their  ftrft  intention.  Before  this,  one  of  the  Royal 
American  battalions  had  been  detached  to  preferve  our  communi¬ 
cation  with  our  boats,  and  the  other  being  fent  to  occupy  the 
ground  which  Brigadier  Murray’s  movement  had  left  open,  1  re¬ 
mained  with  Amher/fs  to  fupport  this  difpolition,  and  to  keep 
the  enemy’s  right,  and  a  body  of  their  favages,  which  waited 
ftill  more  towards  our  jear,  oppolite  the  pofts  of  our  Light  In¬ 
fantry,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  fall  upon  our  rear. 

This,  Sir,  was  the  lituation  of  things,  when  i  was  told,  in  the 

a&ion  * 
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againfl  the  inclinations  of  a  wife  and  cautious  commander. 
A  theatre  of  more  than  five  leagues  was  to  be  filled,  and 
operations  of  that  extent  to  be  carried  on  in  the  eye  of  the 

fuperior 


■ - - — - - - - - — - - - - -r. 

*  '  • 

aflion,  that  I  commanded:  I  immediately  repaired  to  the  centre, 
and  finding  the  purfuit  had  put  part  of  the  troops  in  diforaer,  I 
formed  them  as  foon  as  pojiible.  Scarce  was  this  effected,  when 
M.  de  Bougainville ,  with  his  corps  from  Cape  Rouge  of  2000  men, 
appeared  in  our  rear.  I  advanced  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
two  battalions  towards  him  ;  upon  which  he  retired.  Y ou  will 
not,  I  flatter  myfelf,  blame  me  for  not  quitting  fuch  advantageous 
ground,  and  rifking  the  fate  of  fo  decifive  a  day,  by  feeking  a 
frefh  enemy,  polled  perhaps  in  the  very  kind  of  ground  he  could 
wilh  for,  viz.  woods  and  fwamps. 

We  took  a  great  number  of  French  officers  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  and  one  piece  of  cannon.  Their  lofs  is  computed  to  be 
about  1500  men,  which  fell  chiefly  upon  their  regulars. 

I  have  been  employed,  from  the  day  of  adlio'n  to  that  of  the 
Capitulation,  in  redoubting  our  camp  beyond  infult,  in  making  a 
road  up  the  precipice  for  our  cannon,  in  getting  up  the  artillery, 
preparing  the  batteries,  and  cutting  off  their  communication  with 
the  country.  The  17th,  at  noon,  before  we  had  any  battery 
eredted,  or  could  have  any  for  two  or  three  days,  a  flag  of  truce 
came  out  with  propofals  of  capitulation,  which  [  fent  back  again 
to  the  town,  allowing  them  four  hou.-s  to  capitulate,  or  no  farther 
treaty.  The  Admiral  had,  at  this  time,  brought  up  his  larc*e 
lhips  as  intending  to  attack  the  town.  The  French  officer  returned 
at  night  with  terms  of  capitulation,  which,  with  the  Admiral, 
were  considered,  agreed  to,  and  figned  at  eight  in  the  morning' 
the  18th  inftant.  The  terms  we  granted,  will  l  flatter  mvfelf' 
be  approved  of  by  his  Majefly,  confidering  the  enemy  affembling 
in  our  rear,  and  what  is  far  more  formidable,  the  very  wet  and 
cold  feafon,  which  threatened  our  troops  with  ficknefs,  and  the 
fleet  with  fome  accident;  it  had  made  our  road  fo  bad,  ’we  could 
not  bring  up  a  gun  for  fome  time;  add  to  this,  the  advantage  of 
entering  the  town,  with  the  walls  in  a  defenfible  Rate,  and  the 
being  able  to  put  a  garrifon  there  ftrong  enough  to  prevent  all 
furprize.  I  hefe,  I  hope,  will  be  deemed  fuflicient  confiderations 
for  granting  them  the  terms  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  you. 
I  he  inhabitants  of  the  country  came  in  to  us  faff  brino-inp-  ia 

their  arms,  and  taking  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  until  a  general  peace 
determines  their  fituation.  F 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  herewith  a  lift  of  the  killed  and 
wounded;  a  lift  of  the  priloners  as  perfect  as  1  have  yet  been  able 
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luperior  army,  by  lefs  than. 7000  men.  In  this  conteft  with 
fo  many  difficulties,  one  may  lay  with  nature  itfelf,  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  commander  (hewed  itfelf  Superior  to  every  thing. 

All 


to  get  it ;  and  a  lift:  of  the  artillery  and  ftores  in  the  town  as  well  as 
thofe  fallen  into  our  hands  at  Beauport  in  conlequence  of  the  vic¬ 
tory.  By  deferters  we  learn,  that  the  enemy  are  re-aflembling 
what  troops  they  can,  behind  the  Cape  Rouge;  that  M.  de  Levy  is 
come  down  from  the  Montreal  fide  to  command  them;  fome  fay, 
he  has  brought  two  battalions  with  him;  if  fo,  this  blow  has 
already  aftifted  General  Amberfi.  By  other  deferters,  we  learn, 
that  M.  de  Bougainville ,  with  800  men,  and  provilions,  was  on 
his  march  to  fling  himfelf  into  the  town  the  18th,  the  very  morn¬ 
ing  it  capitulated,  on  which  day  we  had  not  compleated  the  in- 
veftiture  of  the  place,  as  they  had  broke  their  bridge  of  boats,  and 
had  detachments  in  very  ftrong  works  on  the  other  fide  the  river 
St.  Charles , 

I  fhould  not  do  juftice  to  the  Admiral,  and  the  naval  fervice, 
if  I  negle&ed  this  occaiion  of  acknowledging  how  much  we  are 
indebted  for  our  fuccefs  to  the  conftant*  aftiftan-ce  and  fupport  re¬ 
ceived  from  them,  and  the  perfect  harmony  and  correfpondence, 
which  has  prevailed  throughout  all  our  operations,  in  the  uncom¬ 
mon  difficulties,  which  the  nature  of  this  country,  in  particular, 
prefents  to  military  operations  of  a  great  extent,  and  which  no 
army  can  itfelf  folely  fupply  ;  the  immenfe  labour  in  artillery, 
ftores  and  provifions;  the  long  watchings  and  attendance  in  boats; 
the  drawing  up  our  artillery  by  the  feamen  even  in  the  heat  of 
aflion  ;  it  is  my  duty,  fhort  as  my  command  has  been,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  for  that  time,  how  great  a  fhare  the  navy  has  had 
in  this  fuccefsful  campaign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GEO.  TOWNSHEND. 


Vice  Admiral  Sawder's  Letter  to  the  Right  Honour  able  Mr* 

Secretary  Pitt . 


s  1  R, 

I  Have  the  greateft  pleafure  in  acquainting  you  that  the  town  and 
citadel  of  Quebec  furrendered  on  the  18th  inftant,  and  I  inclofe 
you  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  capitulation.  The  army  took  pof- 
feftion  of  the  gates  on  the  land  fide  the  fame  evening,  and  fent 
fafe-guards  into  the  town  to  preferve  order,  and  to  prevent  any 
thing  from  being  deftroyed  ;  and  Capt.  Pallifer ,  with  a  body  of 
feamen,  landed  in  the  lower  town,  and  did  the  fame.  The  next 

day  our  army  marched  in,  and  near  a  thoufand  French  officers, 
J  foldier* 


_  eneral} 

Jame  s  Wolfe 
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All  the  difpofitions  to  that  daring  but  judicious  attempt, 
near  Silery,  which  at  lail  drew  Montcalm  from  his  en¬ 
trenchments,  were  fo  many  mafter-pieces  in  the  art  of  war. 

But 


•foldiers  and  Teamen,  were  embarked  on  board  Tome  Enghjh  eatts, 
who  ffiall  Toon  proceed  for  France ,  agreeable  to  the  capitulation. 

I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the  5  th  mil.  by  the  Rodney 
cutter.  The  troops,  mentioned  in  that  letter,  imbarked  on  board 
the  fhips  and  veiTcls  above  the  town,  in  the  night  of  the  6th  inft. 
and  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  13th  began  to  land  on  the 
north  fhore,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  town.  General 
Montcalm  with  his  whole  army,  left  their  camp  at  Beauport,  and 
marched  to  meet  him.  A  little  before  ten  both  armies  were  form¬ 
ed,  and  the  enemy  began  the  attack.  Our  troops  received  their 
fire,  and  referved  their  own,  advancing  till  they  were  fo  near  * 
as  to  run  in  upon  them,  and  pufn  them  with  their  bayonets ; 
by  which,  in  a  very  li l tie  time,  the  French  gave  way,  and  fed 
to  the  town  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  and  with  great  lofs  ;  for 
our  troops  purfued  them  quite  to  the  walls,  and  killed  many  of 
them  upon  the  glacis,  and  in  the  ditch;  and  if  the  town  had 
been  further  off  the  whole  French  army  mull  have  been  deilroyed. 
About  250  French  prifoners  were  taken  that  day,  among  whom 
are  ten  captains,  and  fix  fubaltern  officers,  all  of  whom  will  go 
in  the  great  fhips  to  England . 

I  am  forry  to  acquaint  you,  that  General  Wolfe  was  killed  in 
the  action ;  and  General  Monckton  fhot  through  the  body;  but 
he  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  out  of  danger.  General  Montcalm , 
and  the  three  next  French  officers  in  command,  were  killed ; 
but  I  mull  refer  you  to  General  Eo<wnJbend  (who  writes  by  this 
opportunity)  for  the  particulars  of  this  aflion,  the  Hate  of  the 
garrifon,  and  the  meafures  he  is  taking  for  keeping  poffeffion 
of  it.  I  am  now  beginning  to  fend  on  fhore  the  ft  ores  they 
will  want,  and  provifions  for  five  thoufand  men  ;  of  which  X 
can  furniffi  them  with  a  l'ufficient  quantity. 

The  night  of  their  landing,  Admiral  Holmes ,  with  the  fhips 
and  troops,  was  about  three  leagues  above  the  intended  landing 
place:  General  Wolfe ,  with  about  half  his  troops,  fet  off  in 
boats,  and  dropped  down  with  the  tide,  and  were  by  that  means, 
le Is  liable  to  be  difeovered  by  the  French  centinels,  polled  all 
along  the  coall.  The  fhips  followed  them  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  afterwards,  and  got  to  the  landing  place  j alt  in  the 
time  that  had  been  concerted,  to  cover  their  landing ;  and  co nil- 
dering  the  darknefis  of  the  night,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current, 
this  was  a  very  critical  operation  and  very  pioperly  and  iuccel's- 

E  e  2  fully 
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But  it  is  certain,  that  thefe  things,  notwithftanding  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  abilities  of  the  general,  could  never  have  been 
compaffed,  had  not  the  marine  co-operated  with  an  unani¬ 
mity,  diligence,  and  /kill,  which  never  could  have  taken 
place,  but  from  that  perfect  love  to  their  country,  that  ani¬ 
mated  all  thofe  that  were  concerned  in  this  expedition. 
Here  was  no  murmuring  nor  difcontent,  nor  abfurd  jealou- 
fy;  no  mean  competition  between  the  land  and  fea-fervice; 
but  the  molt  zealous  endeavours  to  fecond  each  others  ef¬ 
forts,  and  the  moil  generous  inclinations  on  each  fide,  to 
give  a  due  praife  to  their  mutual  fervices. 

W  hen  the  news  of  this  decifive  a&ion  arrived  in  England, 
we  all  remember,  though  it  is  very  difficult  to  defcribe,  the 
various  and  mixed  emotions  with  which  every  one  was  af¬ 
fected.  But  two  days  before  this  came,  was  received  the 
exprefs  which  General  Wolfe  had  fent  off  after  the  affair 
of  Montmorenci.  When  the  general  doubted,  the  public 
thought  they  had  reafon  to  defpair.  But  whilft  this  gloom 
was  irefli  and  in  the  midjft  of  the  general  defpondency;  a 
fecond  exprefs  arrives,  and  brings  all  at  once  an  account  of 

the 


fully  conduced.  When  General  Wolfe ,  and  the  troops  with  him, 
had  landed,  the  difficulty  of  gaining  the  top  of  the  hill  is  fcarce 
credible:  it  was  very  fteep  in  its  afcent,  and  high,  and  no  path 
where  two  could  go  a-breaft:  but  they  were  obliged  to  pull  them- 
felves  up  by  the  frumps  and  boughs  of  trees,  that  covered  the 
declivity. 

Immediately  after  our  victory  over  their  troops,  I  fent  up  all 
the  boats  in  the  fleet  with  artillery,  and  ammunition ;  and  on 
the  17th  went  up  with  the  men  of  war  in  a  difpohtion  to  attack 
the  lower  town,  as  foon  as  General  T o^wnjhend  fhould  be  ready  to 
attack  the  upper;  but  in  the  evening  they  fent  out  to  the  camp 
and  offered  terms  of  capitulation. 

I  have  the  farther  pleafure  of  acquainting  you,  that  during 
this  tedious  campaign  there  has  continued  a  perfect  good  un¬ 
demanding  between  the  army  and  the  navy.  I  have  received 
great  affiftance  from  Admirals  Durell  and  Holmes ,  and  from  all  the 
captains;  Indeed  every  body  has  exerted  themfelves  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  their  duty;  even  the  tranfports  have  willingly  affifted  me 
with  boats  and  people  on  the  landing  the  troops,  and  many  other 
ferViccsv 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

\ 

CHARLES  SAUNDERS. 
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the  vifflory,  the  taking  of  Quebec,  and  the  death  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Wolfe.  The  effed  of  fo  joyful  news,  immediately  on 
fuch  a  dejeftion,  and  then  the  mixture  of  grief  and  pity, 
which  attended  the  public  congratulations  and  applaufes, 
was  very  Angular  and  affixing.  The  fort  of  mourning 
triumph,  that  manifeited  itfelf  on  that  occaiion,  did  equal 
honour  to  the  memory  of  the  General,  and  to  the  huma¬ 
nity  of  the  nation.  ' 

A  little  circumftance  was  talked  of  at  that  time,  and  it  de- 

ferves  co  be  recorded,  as  it  fhews  a  firmnels  ot  fentiment, 
and  a  juftnefs  of  thinking,  in  the  lower  kind  of  people, 
that  is  rarely  met  with  even  amongft  perlons  ot  education. 
The  mother  of  General  Wolfe  was  an  objedt  marked  out 
for  pity  by  great  and  peculiar  diltrefs  ;  the  public  wound 
pierced  her  mind  with  a  particular  affliction,  who  had  ex¬ 
perienced  the  dutiful  fon,  the  amiable  domeftic  charadfcr, 
whilft  the  world  admired  the  accomplifhed  officer.  Within 
a  few  months  fhe  had  loft  her  hufband ;  (he  now  loft  this 
fon,  her  only  child.  The  populace.  of  the  village  where 
fhe  lived  unanimoufly  agreed  to  admit  no  illuminations  or 
firings,  or  any  other  ftgn  of  rejoicing  whatfoever  near  her 
houfe,  left  they  fhould  feem  by  an  ill-timed  triumph,  to 
infult  over  her  grief.  There  was  a  juftnefs  in  this,  and 
whoever  knows  the  people,  knows  that  they  made  no 

fmall  facrifice  on  this  occafton. 

The  nation,  which  never  fuffers  any  public  fervice  to 
pafs  unrewarded,  proceeded  to  honour  the  merits  of  the 
living  and  of  the  dead.  The  minifter  himfelf  made  the 
motion  for  this  purpofe  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  all 
the  force  of  eloquence  was  difplayed  in  fetting  oft'  thefe 
fervices  in  their  proper  light.  A  magnificent  monument 
was  voted  for  the  deceafed  General  in  Weftminfter  Abbey; 
the  living  Generals  and  Admirals  received  the  greateft  of 
honours,  the  thanks  of  their  country,  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives. 

It  is  not  known  with  certainty  in  what  manner  the 
French  difpofed  of  the  remainder  of  their  army  after  the 
battle  of  Quebec.  It  is  probable  that  they  retired  towards 
Montreal  and  Trois  Rivieres,  the  only  places  of  any  con- 
fequence  which  they  had  left  in  Canada.  In  order  to  de¬ 
prive  them  of  fubfiftence  in  any  attempt  they  might  be  in¬ 
duced  to  make  towards  the  recovery  of  Quebec  in  the 
winter,  the  country  along  the  river  was  laid  waftc  for  a 

very 
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very  considerable  extent.  A  meafure,  which  for  the  fake 

nLe“y’  ^  C°Uld  ^  WifllEd  n0t  t0  haVe  be6n  f0Un^ 

-  th,C  orations  were  thus  fuccefsfully  carried  on 

•  the  r^er  St-  Laurence,  General  Amherft  was  not  want¬ 
ing  m  his  endeavours  on  the  fide  of  Lake  Champlain, 
i  hough  the  retreat  of  the  French  from  Crown  Point  and 
I  iconderoga  had  left  him  entirely  mafter  of  Lake  George, 
he  found  that  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain  was  ftill 
an  object  of  feme  difficulty.  Mr.  Bourlemaque,  who  com¬ 
manded  in  that  part,  had  retired  to  the  Ifle  de  Noix,  at  the 
ottom  of  the  Jake,  where  he  had  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  men  ftrongly  entrenched  ;  he  had  likewife  four 

ftout  armed  /loops,  by  which  he  could  eafily  defeat  any 
attempts  by  boats.  *  7 

General  Amherft  found  it  nece/Tary  to  attain  a  naval  fu- 
pertority  upon  the  Champlain,  before  he  could  hope  to  pufh 
_is  operations  any  further ;  but  this  was  a  work  of  fo  much 
time,  that  it  made  it  abfolutely  impoffible  to  attain  the 

greaiC  i°/  .  camPalSn>  the  communication  with  Ge¬ 

neral  Wolfe,  who  was  left  in  the  manner  we  have  fee n  to 
the  exert, on  of  his  fingle  ftrength.  The  naval  preparations 
were  not  perfectly  accompliffied  before  the  ioth  of  Odo- 
ber  They  confifted  of  a  great  radeau,  eighty  four  fee t  in 
length,  and  twenty  in  breadth,  which  carried  fix  twentv- 
four  pounders  j  the  reft  confifted  of  a  brigantine  and 'a 

Covered  by  thefe  the  army  was  embarked  in  boats  in  a 

IT!0  ,  excei'ent  difpofition,  and  proceeded  a  confi- 
Ue.t.  ii.  derab  e  way  up  the  lake;  but  as  the  feafon  was 

ar  advanced,  and  the  weather  growing  cold  and 
tempeftuous,  he  judged  it  highly  dangerous  to  venture  his 
troops  much  upon  the  water  in  open  batteaux  ;  for  the 
waves  run  as  high  on  this  lake  as  at  fea  in  an  hard  gale  of 
wind.  Befides  he  could  not  hope  at  this  advanced  feafon 
to  aft  at  fuch  a  dvance  as  the  Ifle  de  Noix  with  any  effeft  ; 
he  therefore  wifely  poftponed  his  operations  on  that  fide  to 
another  year,  and  contented  himfelf  for  the  prefent  with 
the  efforts  of  his  little  marine,  which  exerted  itfeif  with 
great  activity ;  they  blocked  up  two  of  the  enemies  ftronp-- 
rm  eft  veflels  in  a  bay,  but  the  French  abandoned 
Uct*  T5*  the™  in  the  night,  and  funk  them  in  a  deep  wa- 
tei>  crews  snaking  their  efcape  •  thefe  they 

were 
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were  in  hopes  to  weigh  up.  The  French  appearing  no 
where  to  oppofe  them,  the  armed  floops  returned 
to  Crown  Point  foon  after  the  troops,  which  were  Oft.  21* 
difpofed  in  winter  quarters. 

The  memorable  and  vigorous  campaign  of  1759,  which 
made  full  amends  for  the  ina&ivity  of  the  former,  was  thus 
happily  clofed.  By  the  taking  of  Niagara,  Ticonderago, 
and  above  all,  Quebec,  the  French,  in  the  little  remaining 
part  of  Canada,  are  inverted  upon  every  fide.  The  troops 
which  they  have  under  Mr.  Levy  at  Montreal,  and  thofe 
under  Mr.  Bourlemaque  at  Ifle  de  Noix,  can  neither  be 
recruited  with  men,  nor  properly  fupplied  with  military 
ftores,  all  communication  with  France  being  cut  off.  So 
that  in  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  if  they  are  at¬ 
tacked  with  vigour  from  the  fide  of  Quebec,  whilft  Gene¬ 
ral  Amherft  advances  with  his  body  by  Lake  Champlain,  of 
which  he  has  now  the  entire  dominion,  the  refiftance  will 
be  no  more  than  fufficient  to  give  reputation  to  the  con- 
quefl;  and  it  will  depend  more  upon  our  own  fentiments 
of  convenience  what  part  of  North  America  we  fhall  leave 
to  France,  than  to  any  efforts  they  may  make  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ;  happy  if  our  European  fyftem  fhould  fo 
far  concur,  as  to  leave  us  free  to  conclude  a  peace  in 
America  upon  its  own  merits. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Prince  Henry's  march  into  Saxony .  General  Vehla  defeated \ 
King  of  Prujfa  enters  Saxony.  Pruffians  defeated  at 
Maxen.  Again  defeated  at  Meijfen .  M.  Daun  occupies 

the  camp  at  Pima.  Munjler  Surrenders  to  the  allies. 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick  defeats  the  Duke  of 
Wurtemhurg  at  Fulda.  March  of  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Brunfwick  to  Saxony . 

WE  took  notice,  in  the  preceeding  part  of  our  narra¬ 
tive,  of  that  movement  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  by 
which  he  got  between  the  Ruffians  and  Great  Glogau,  and 
thereby  baffLd  their  defign  upon  that  important  place  This 
movement,  at  once  daring,  prudent  and  neceffary,  hindered 
the  Ruffians  from  taking  wint  r  quarters  in  his  dominions; 
but  at  the  fame  time  it  unavoidably  cut  oft  all  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  army  of  Prince  Henry. 


That 
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1  hat  rrince,  feeing  that  he  could  not  fecond  the  opera- 
tions  of  the  King,  his  brother,  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  con¬ 
trived  another  expedient  of  co-operating  with  him,  which 
was  immediately  to  direct  his  march  towards  Saxony. 
7  here  was  no  objedt,  the  poffeffion  of  which  was  more 
interefting;  on  that  account  it  was  very  proper;  but  this 
march  anlwered  alfo  another  end;  for  it  drew  the  attention 
of  M.  Daun  to  the  fide  of  Saxony,  and  difabled  him 
from  a fh fling  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffians  againft  Glogau, 
either  with  his  whole  army,  or  with  any  confiderable  de¬ 
tachment  from  it.  The  whole  country  of  Lufatia,  through 
which  this  projected  march  lay,  was  in  a  manner  overfpread 
with  the  enemy.  M.  Daun,  with  the  main  army  of  the 
Aufirians,  lay  at  a  place  called  Sorau,oppofite  to  the  prince’s 
camp.  I1  ive  bodies  of  Pvuffians  occupied  as  many  advanta¬ 
geous  pofts  between  the  Bober  and  the  Neifs.  General 
Laudohn  poffefled  the  whole  country  along  the  Spree,  with 
feveral  Auftrian  corps.  1  o  get  round  M.  Daun,  it  was 
neceffary  to  make  a  vaft  circuit,  and  to  march  between 

the  Auftrian  and  Ruffian  armies  for  more  than  fixty  Engliih 
miles. 

Before  the  prince  entered  upon  this  arduous  defign,  by 
feveral  bold  movements  he  obliged  M.  Daun  to  "retreat 
from  Sorau  to  Gorlitz,  and  from  Gorlitz  as  far  as  Bautzen, 
keeping  himfelf  as  much  as  poffible  between  the  prince  and 
Saxony.  But  his  Royal  Highnefs  having  perceived  the 
cliredtion  in  which  M.  Daun  was  moving,  made  a  com- 
pafs  to  the  northward  of  the  Aufirians,  into  the  Lower 
Lufatia,  pa{Ted  the  Neifs  at  Rothenburg,  and  marching 
with  the  ut molt  expedition  arrived  at  Hoyers 
Sept.  25*  Werda  in  two  days  from  his  leaving  his  pofts  near 
Zittau.  This  rapid  march  brought  them  quite 
unexpected  upon  a  body  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  Auftrian 
irregulars,  commanded  by  General  Vehla,  who  were  fitu- 
ated  in  all  fecurity  behind  the  town.  They  were  routed 
with  no  fmall  daughter.  Having  diilodged  this  corps,  the 
prince’s  army  had  leifure  to  repofe  themfelves  after  fuch  a 
fatiguing  march,  for  two  days;  and  then  continued  their 
prog  refs  towards  the  Elbe,  which  river  they 
o  cl.  2.  crofted  at  Torgau,  having  received  notice  that 
M.  Daun  had  eroded  it  before  them  near  Drefden. 


j  bus  was  the  grand  theatre  of  the  war  once  more  trans¬ 
ferred  into  Saxony,  and  that  miferable  country,  continually 

harr  ailed , 
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harrafed,  continually  tolled  from  hand  to  hand,  the  (port 
of  violence  and  fortune,  fuftered  equal  diftreffes  fro  m  its 
deliverers  and  its  enemies. 

The  Pruffian  army,  from  the  beginning  of  this  war,  has 
been  particularly  diftinguifhed  for  its  marches;  and  there 
is  certainly  nothing  in  all  the  various  operations  of  war, 
which  more  particularly  diftinguifhes  good  troops,  and  able 
and  fpirited  leaders.  But  this  march  of  prince  H  enry  over 
luch  a  traC  of  country,  almoft  every  where  occ  upied  by 
the  enemy,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  with  fo  littl  e  lofs,  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary,  and  the  beft  con¬ 
duced,  of  the  marches,  that  have  been  made  by  the  Pruf- 
fian,  or  any  other  army. 

This  fortunate  ftroke,  together  with  the  retreat  of  the 
Ruffians,  afforded  fome  hope,  that  notwithftanding  his  rc- 
peated  difafters,  the  King  of  Pruflia  might  ftill  conclude 
the  campaign  to  his  advantage.  The  detachments  under 
f  inck  and  Wunlch  had  no  fooner  entered  Mifnia,  than 
they  attained  a  fuperiority  over  the  united  armies  of  Au- 
flria  and  the  Empire;  all  the  places  which  in  fo  fhort  a 
time  they  had  feized,  in  as  fhort  a  time  were  reduced  to 
the  obedience  of  their  former  mailers.  Wunfch  had  en¬ 
gaged  their  army,  and  defeated  one  of  its  wings.  This 
victory  gave  them  the  poireifion  of  every  thing  to  the  gates 
of  Drefden,  the  only  town  which  remained  to  the  enemy 
of  all  thole  they  had  tak-jn.  They  found  themfelves  unable 
to  prevent  prince  Henry  from  palling  the  Elbe;  they  found 
themfelves  unable  to  p.  event  Oeneral  Hulfen  from  coming 
to  his  relief  with  a  confiderahle  detachment;  they  iound 
themfelves  unable  to  prevent  the  King  from 
joining  himfelf  to  thofe;  when,  after  obliging  the  Nov.  12, 
Ruffians  to  evacuate  Silefia,  he  marched  to  their 
relief,  leaving  Greneral  itzenplitz,  with  apart  of  his  army, 
to  keep  the  Ruffians  from  availing  themfelves  of  his  abfence. 
On  this  the  army  of  the  empire  retired.  M.  Dawn  fell 
back  towards  Drefden.  All  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  ports 
were  left  unmolefted,  and  after  all  his  lofles,  and  all  his  ne- 
ceffary  detachments,  he  ftill  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
gallant  aimy  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  in  high  fpirits,  and 
ready  to  execute  the  moft  defperate  of  hiss  orders,  notwith- 

itanding  the  advanced  feafon,  and  the  great  extremitv  of 
the  cold.  J 

F  f  It 
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It  is  true,  that  M.  Daun  was  fuperior  to  him  in  num¬ 
bers,  and  yet  more  fo  in  fituation.  He  could  at  any  time 
take  poflefiion  of  the  famous  camp  at  Pirna,  where  he 
could  not  be  attacked  with  any  profpeCl  of  fuccefs;  but 
then  the  freezing  of  the  Elbe,  the  fnow  on  the  mountains 
which  divide  Bohemia  from  Saxony,  and  the  continual  mo- 
leftations  which  might  be  expected  from  the  Prufiian  par¬ 
ties,  made  this  fituation  as  dangerous,  in  fome  refpe&s,  as 
it  was  defirable  in  others. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  many,  that  thefe  advantages  on 
the  fide  of  the  King  of  Prufiia,  well  purfued  without  aim¬ 
ing  at  more,  would  in  a  fhort  time  infallibly  have  obliged 
M.  Daun  to  relinquifh  his  flrong  poft,  and  to  retire  into 
Bohemia,  abandoning  Drefden,  and  with  it  all  the  fruits 
of  his  victorious  campaign.  But  the  King,  pofteffed  by 
an  idea  of  the  ill  fituation  of  the  Auftrians,  thought  that 
advantages  of  greater  moment,  and  more  decifive,  might 
he  drawn  from  it.  He  knew,  that  the  paffes  into  Bohemia 
were  fo  difficult,  that  by  fome  polls  properly  cholen  and 
ftrongly  guarded,  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Auftrians  might  be 
made  impracticable,  and  even  their  retreat  rendered  fo 
difficult,  that  M.  Daun  would  find  himfelf  compelled  to 
fight  at  a  difadvantage,  and  to  put  to  the  hazard  of  the 
field,  all  that  his  caution  and  prudence  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  painfully  procuring. 

Upon  this  plan  the  King,  having  obliged  M.  Daun  to 
retreat  as  far  as  Plauen,  advanced  himfelf  as  far  as  Keftel- 
dorfj  and  ordered  General  Finck,  with  a  ftrong  corps,  to 
turn  the  Auftrians,  and  feize  the  defiles  of  Maxen  and  Ot- 
tendorf,  through  which  alone  it  feemed  poftible  for  the 
Auftrians  to  communicate  with  Bohemia.  This  was  fo 
fuccefsfully  executed,  that  there  appeared  no  doubt  that 
the  King  had  effeCtoally  fecured  one  of  his  principal  ob¬ 
jects,  and  had  placed  Daun  between  two  fires. 

Whiift  the  Prufiians  enjoyed  this  fecurity,  M.  Daun, 
who  was  aware  of  their  defign,  had  fo  occupied  all  the 
eminences  about  this  rough  and  dangerous  place,  and  all 
the  paftes  into  it,  that  the  Pruftians  were  hardly  attacked, 
when  their  defeat  feemed  inevitable.  It  is  probable  that 
they  had  got  too  far  into  thefe  defiles,  and  had  not  taken 
proper  meafures  to  fecure  a  retreat,  or  any  fort  of  com¬ 
munication  with  the  grand  army.  They  became  too  late 
fenfible  of  their  fituation,  and  they  made,  for  a  whole  day, 

'  the 
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the  moft  intrepid  efforts  to  difengage  themfelves  from  it  > 
but  they  were  foiled  in  every  attempt,  with  conilderable 
lofs  of  men,  and  of  the  moll  part  of  their  artillery. 

Night  put  a  flop  to  the  engagement ;  the  Auftrians  em¬ 
ployed  it  effectually,  to  entangle  the  Pruffians,  by  guarding 
with  double  ffrength  and  vigilance,  every  avenue  through 
which  it  was  poffible  for  them  to  efcape.  So 
that  when  the  morning  appeared,  they  law  the  Nov.  26. 
hills  covered  upon  every  fide  with  great  bodies 
of  their  enemies,  and  every  defile  prefented  a  wall  of 
bayonets,  through  which  it  was  impoffible  to  penetrate. 
Thus  galled  with  the  loiles  of  the  preceding  day,  in  which 
it  is  faid  they  had  exhaufted  almoft  all  their  ammunition, 
ftripped  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  cannon,  furrounded-  by 
the  enemy  on  all  quarters,  no  refource,  no  profpecf  of  re¬ 
lief  appearing,  the  army  loft  all  hope,  and  all  fpirit.  To 
make  any  efforts  in  this  condition,  General  I  inck  thougnt 
would  only  be  to  throw  away  unprofitably  the  lives  ol  many 
brave  men,  which  might  be  referved  for  a  more  hopeful 
occaflon ;  he  therefore,  notwithftanding  the  known  rigour 
of  his  mafter,  the  apparent  fhame  of  the  thing,  and  the 
thoufand  circumftances  of  embarraffment  that  muft  have 
arifen  to  a  man  of  honour  at  fuch  a  juncture,  came  to  a 
refolution  of  furrendering  the  whole  army  prifoners  of  war. 
Nineteen  battalions  and  thirty  five  fquadrons,  compofing 
near  twenty  thoufand  men  by  the  Auftrian  account,  above 
twelve  by  the  Pruftian  confeftion,  fixty-four  pieces  of 
cannon,  many  ftandards  and  colours  were  taken  on  this 
occafion. 

It  was  unqueftionably  the  greateft  blow  which  the  Pruf¬ 
fians  had  felt  from  the  beginning  of  the  war;  confidering 
the  critical  time,  the  numbers  taken,  and  the  lofs  of  repu¬ 
tation,  which  arofe  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
taken.  It  is  no  wonder,  that  fuch  an  extraordinary  advan¬ 
tage,  thus  cheaply  obtained,  fhould  greatly  have  elevated 
the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  They  had  put  the 
cheat  upon  the  Prudians,  they  had  caught  their  enemy  in 
the  very  trap  which  they  had  laid,  as  they  thought,  with 
fuch  addrefs  for  them.  They  had  now  received  a  full  in¬ 
demnification  for  the  capture  of  the  Saxon  army,  which 
had  furrendered  in  much  the  fame  manner,  and  very 
near  this  place,  in  the  year  1756. 

F  f  2  The 
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The  King  of  Pruflia  had  not  time  to  recover  from  this 
ftroke,  under  which  he  was  yet  daggering,  when  he  receiv¬ 
ed  another  blow,  arid  a  fevere  one.  General  Durceke  was 
pofted  at  the  right  of  the  Elbe,  oppofite  to  Meif- 
Dec.  4.  fen  ;  but  on  the  approach  of  a  large  body  of  Au- 
ftrians,  they  prepared  to  retreat  over  the  river 
into  that  place  into  which  they  thought  their  retreat  fecure; 
but  having  been  obliged  by  an  hard  froft  to  withdraw  their 
bridge  of  boats,  a  thaw  fupervening,  when  they  attempted 
to  lay  a  bridge  of  pontoons,  fo  many  great  fragments  of  ice 
floated  in  the  river,  that  they  found  it  impracticable;  they 
were  therefore  under  the  neceflity  of  parting  over  their 
army  in  boats.  Whilft  they  ftruggled  wirh  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties,  their  rear  guard  was  attacked  by  the  Auftrians  with 
great  fury,  and  all  the  men  that  compofed  it,  together  with 
the  General,  were  killed  or  made  prifoners.  The  lofs  of 
the  Pruffians  on  this  occafions  is  faid  to  have  been  three 
thoufand  killed  and  taken;  and  this  fecond  furprize  brought 
a  new  diferedit,  as  well  as  a  great  detriment  to  the  Pruffian 
arms. 

M.  Daun  was  not  fo  carried  away  with  this  Hood  of  fuc- 
cefs,  as  to  depart  in  the  leaft  degree  from  his  ufual  cauti¬ 
ous  management.  Two  advantages  were  now  obtained, 
which,  with  a  very  few  efforts,  might  be  improved,  to  the 
entire  deftru&ion  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  At  leaft,  many 
Generals  would  have  thought  fo  ;  but  M.  Daun  thought 
that  the  fame  conduct,  which,  with  no  rifque,  and  with 
little  lofs,  had  reduced  the  King  fo  low,  was  the  moft  likely, 
if  purfued,  to  bring  on  his  entire  ruin.  He  refolved  to  give 
that  monarch  no  fort  of  chance  to  recover  his  fortune  ; 
Daun,  after  the  two  great  victories  he  had  himfelf  newly 
obtained*  retired  behind  Drefden  ;  and  as  if  he  had  been 
beaten,  as  often  as  he  was  victorious,  he  took  refuge  in 
the  impregnable  camp  at  Pirna,  having  fo  difpofed  matters, 
that  the  King  of  Pruflia,  now  to  weak  to  fend  out  any 
great  detachments,  could  not  prevent  his  communication 
with  Bohemia. 

Whilft  the  Kino-  of  Pruflia  carried  on  his  unfuccefsful 

O 

campaign  in  Saxony,  through  all  the  rigours  of  the  fevereft 
winter  for  many  years  felt  in  Europe;  the  army  of  the  al¬ 
lies  kept  the  field  with  better  fortune.  It  is  true,  things 
had  been  fo  difpofed  by  the  obftinate  refiftance  of  Munfter, 

and 
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and  the  reinforcements  which  arrived  in  the  French  army, 
that  Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  find  himfelf  ift  a  condition 
to  force  them  to  a  decifive  action ;  and  therefore  the  iitu- 
ation  of  the  two  armies  had  continued  much  the  fame  for 
a  confiderable  time.  At  length  Munfter,  after  a  feries  of 
operations,  fometimes  a  fiege,  fomctimes  a  block¬ 
ade,  now  broken  off,  and  now  refumed,  at  laff  Nov.  20. 
furrendered,  and  the  garrifon  capitulated  for  their 
liberty. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick, 
all  whofe  enterprifes  are  diftinguifhed  with  a  peculiar  eclat 
and  fplendor,  that  mark  them  for  his  own,  performed  a  fer- 
vice  that  curbed  the  French,  even  more  than  the  lofs  of 
Munfter.  Prince  Charles  of  Bevern  was  alfo  engaged  in 
this  defign. 

The  Duke  of  Wurtemburg  had  renewed  his  treaty  of 
fubfidy  with  France,  and  having  recruited  and  augmented 
his  troops,  he  lay  at  Fulda,  a  great  way  to  the  right  of  the 
French  army.  The  Hereditary  Prince  formed  a  defign  to 
attack  him  at  that  didance. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  taking  a  fmall,  but  well 
chofen  corps  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  difengaging  them  from 
their  baggage,  he  arrived  in  two  days  at  Fulda,  where  the 
Wurtemburgers  enjoyed  themfelves  in  full  fecurity.  A  feu 
de joy e  had  been  ordered  for  that  day;  the  troops  were  all 
in  their  belt  cloaths  ;  the  Duke  had  invited  all  the  ladies  in 
the  town  to  his  table,  and  to  a  ball,  which  he  intended  to 
have  given  that  very  day;  but  the  Hereditary  prince  dif- 
concerted  their  mealures,  both  of  war  and  diverfion.  A 
large  party  of  the  Wurtemburg  troops  were  ported  in  a 
plain  before  the  town.  The  Hereditary  Prince  fell  upon 
them  unawares  in  their  front  and  flank,  and  drove  them 
into  the  town,  into  which  he  clofely  purfued  them.  Here 
they  made  fome  appearance  of  maintaining  their  ground 
for  fome  minutes,  but  they  were  foon  driven  out  on  the 
other  fide,  and  hotly  purfued  by  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick  ; 
without  the  town  they  were  met  by  Prince  Charles  of  Be¬ 
vern,  who  had  made  a  compafs  about  the  place,  and  at¬ 
tacked  them  vigorouflv  as  foon  as  they  had  got  out  of  it. 
Four  battalions  made  fome  refiftance,  and  were  all  cut  to 
pieces  or  made  prifoners ;  the  reft,  with  the  Duke  himfelf, 
covered  by  the  refiftance  of  thefe  battalions,  made  a  fhift 
to  efcape.  Above  a  thoufand  prifoners  were  made  on  this 

occafion. 
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occafion;  and  the  Prince  returned  to  the  camp  of  the  allies, 
after  having  effectually  difabled  this  corps  from  performing 
anything  confiderable;  and  this  aCtion  was  iof  the  ^reateft 
confequence,  as,  by  the  difpofition  of  that  corps  at  Fulda, 
there  was  an  appearance  as  if  the  French  meant  to  form  a 
communication  with  the  army  of  the  Empire,  for  the 
mutual  extenfion  and  fecurity  of  their  winter  quarters. 

This  enterprife  was  only  the  prelude  to  another,  which 
promifed  to  be  much  more  extenfive  in  its  confequences. 
The  feafon  was  now  grown  too  fevere  to  fuffer  the  allies 
to  pufh  any  further  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  over 
the  French  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  difabled  the  French  from 
attempting  any  thing  confiderable  againfl  them.  Eefides 
thefe  advantages  of  the  feafon,  by  poffeffing  Munfter,  the 
allies  were  no  longer  obliged  to  keep  fo  large  a  body  of  men 
in  Weftphalia.  Thefe  were  the  confiderations  which  fuf- 
fered  Prince  Ferdinand  to  turn  his  eyes  to  the  difireffed 
ftate  of  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  affai  rs.  After  the  two  great 
blows  which  that  monarch  had  fuffered,  there  was  no  hope 
of  diflodging  M.  Daun  with  his  fingle  force  \  and  he  wras 
utterly  unable  to  avail  himfelf  as  heretofore,  of  the  rigour 
of  the  feafon,  to  ftrike  a  decifive  blow.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
diflant  as  he  was  from  his  diftreffed  ally,  and  fo  near  to  an 
enemy  fuperior  in  numbers,  did  not  hefitate  to  fend  him 
fuccours,  to  enable  him,  if  poffible,  to  make  a  final  effort. 
He  detached  therefore  12,000  of  his  beft  men,  and  placed 
them  under  the  command  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  with 
whofe  vigour  and  diligence  he  was  perfectly  acquainted, 
and  under  whom  he  knew  the  foldiers  would  endure  any 

061:  11  harc^P  with  chearfulnefs.  They  marched  from 
Korfdorff,  and  in  the  depth  of  the  late  fevere 
feafon,  without  lofing  a  man  by  ficknefs  or  defertion,  in 
fifteen  days,  marched  near  three  hundred  miles,  and  join¬ 
ed  the  King  of  Pruffia  at  Freybourg. 

This  jun&ion  railed  for  a  while  the  fpirits  and  hopes  of 
the  Prullian  army,  but,  in  effed,  it  did  more  honour  to 
the  abiliti  es  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  than  fervice  to  the 
King.  The  feafon  which  fought  equally  againfi:  all  fides, 
the  inaccefiible  camp  at  Pirna,  and  the  caution  of  M.  Daun, 
rendered  it  impofiible  for  the  King,  notwithftanding  this  re¬ 
inforcement,  to  make  any  attempt.  So  that  after  feveral 
movements  in  hopes  of  bringing  the  Auftrians  to  an  en¬ 
gagement,  he  was  obliged  at  length  to  defift,  and  to  fuffer 

the 
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the  (battered  remains  of  his  army  to  repofe  in  winter  quar¬ 
ters,  after  the  fruitiefs  fatigues  of  fo  long,  fo  laborious,  and 
fo  bloody  a  campaign. 

The  King  of  Prufiia  did  not  derive  the  benefits  that 
were  expended  from  this  detachment ;  the  French  had  no 
fooner  notice  of  it,  than  they  attempted  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  weaknefs  it  caufed  in  the  allied  army.  The 
Duke  of  Broglio  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  French  troops; 
he  had  lately  returned  from  Verfailles,  having  ruined  the 
charadter  of  M.  de  Contades,  eflablifhed  his  own,  remov¬ 
ed  his  rival,  and,  in  fpight  of  feniority,  had  acquired  the 
marfhaPs  ffaff,  and  the  command  of  the  army.  He  thought 
he  had  now  an  opportunity  for  an  action  of  eclat  to  diftin- 
guifb  his  entrence  into  command.  He  attempted  to  attack 
Prince  Ferdinand  by  furprife.  But  finding  him 
Dec.  24.  perfectly  prepared,  and  all  his  pofls  well  guarded, 
he  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  retire  to  his  former 
quarters;  and  with  this  abortive  attempt  clofed  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  German  campaign,  from  whence  France  had 
entertained  fuch  fanguine  hopes;  leaving  to  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  the  glory  of  taking  Munfter  in  the  prefence  of  one  of 
their  armies,  and  of  fecuring  his  own  polls  againft  all  their 
efforts,  after  he  had,  from  an  inferior  number,  detached 
12,000  men  three  hundred  miles  from  his  camp. 

CHAP.  IX. 

The  preparations  at  Vannes  and  Brefl.  The  Englijh  fleet 
driven  from  their  Jlation .  The  aSlion  near  Belleifle. 
French  feet  defeated,  JTar  in  the  Eajl  Tidies  in  iyc8. 
French  fleet  under  M.  D’ Ache  twice  beaten .  M,  de  Lally 

takes  Fort  St.  David  j,  and  repulfed  at  Tanjour .  Lays 

flege  to  Madrafs .  Obliged  to  raifle  the  flege,  Conclufion  of 
the  annals  of  1759.  J 

%  « 

THE  feverity  of  the  winter  could  not  put  a  flop  to  the 
operations  of  the  land  armies ;  it  had  no  more  effedl 
upon  the  operations  at  fea,  which  went  on  with  vigour,  in 
fpight  of  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon.  The  invafion 
pi  ejected  by  France,  which  the  engagement  off  Cape 
Lagos  had  retarded,  was  by  no  means  laid  afide. 

.  ^  ^ie  lFeParat^ons  f°r  a  naval  equipment  in  the  har* 
hour  of  Breft,  and  for  tranfporting  a  body  of  forces  from 

Vannes, 
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Vannes,  went  on  continually.  The  winter  did  not  delay 
thefe  preparations,  becaufe  it  was  hoped  that  in  that  feafon, 
the  Britifh  fleet  might  be  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  their 
own  harbours  ;  and  thus  might  afford  an  opportunity  for 
the  French  fleet  to  come  out  unoppofed,  and  to  execute  the 
object  of  their  deftination  before  the  Britifh  navy  could  be 
in  readinefs  to  encounter  them. 

In  faCt,  they  were  not  wholly  difappointed  in  their  ex¬ 
pectations.  A  violent  ftorm  forced  Sir  Edward  Hawke  to 
quit  his  ftation  off  Breft.  He  came  with  his  whole  fleet  to 
anchor  in  Torbay. 

The  French  fleet  availed  itfelf  of  his  abfence 
Nov.  14.  to  put  to  fea.  The  whole  Englifh  nation  was 
alarmed;  but  it  was  an  alarm  which  produced 
no  hurry  or  difturbance,  but  vigorous,  cool,  and  fettled 
methods  for  defence. 

And  now  the  event  of  the  whole  war  was  put  to  the  ifiue ; 
for  upon  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of  this  ffroke  every  thing 
depended.  Admiral  Hawke  loft  not  a  moment’s 
Nov.  14.  time  to  put  again  to  fea,  and  to  feek  the  French 
fleet.  Both  fquadrons  put  to  fea  on  the  fame 
day;  Sir  Edward  Hawke  from  Torbay,  M.  de  Conflans 
from  Breft.  There  was  a  difference  of  but  one  fhip  of  the 
line  in  their  forces. 

It  is  impoflible  here  to  pafs  over  the  gallant  behaviour  of 
one  of  our  Admirals,  as  it  helps  to  mark  the  genius  and  fpi- 
yip  of  this  happy  time,  and  as  this  is  one  of  the  fineft  inftan- 
ces  of  it.  Admiral  Saunders  came  into  port  from  his  Que¬ 
bec  expedition  immediately  after  Hawke  had  failed.  After 
fuch  a  long  voyage  and  fo  fevere  a  campaign,  unbroken  by 
fatigue,  and  ftill  infatiated  with  glory,  he  determined  im- 
'mediately  to  fet  fail  again,  and  partake  the  honour  and 
danger  of  the  coming  engagement.  For  this  purpofe  no 
time  was  to  be  loft,  and  he  had  no  orders.  But  he  thought 
the  exigencies  of  his  country  fufficient  orders;  and  he 
knew  that  at  this  time  the  letter  of  military  difcipline  would 
never  be  fet  againft  its  fpirit.  He  therefore  fet  fail  without 
waiting  for  orders  with  ten  (hips ;  but  fortune  did  not  fa¬ 
vour  the  generofity  of  his  intentions,  and  he  did  not  join 
the  Britifh  fleet  time  enough  for  the  engagement. 

As  Sir  Edward  Hawke  concluded  that  the  firft  rendez¬ 
vous  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  would  be  at  Quiberon,  he  direct¬ 
ed  his  courfe  with  all  diligence  for  that  bay.  But  here 

again 
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again  fortune  for  a  while  feemed  to  declare  for  the  French  ; 
for  a  ftrong  wind  blown  in  an  eafterly  point,  drove  the  En- 
glifh  fleet  a  great  way  to  the  weftward  ;  but  at  length  it 
became  more  favourable,  and  bore  them  in  diretftly  to  the 
fhore.  About  eight  o’clock  the  headmoft  fliips  discovered 
the  enemy  bearing  to  the  northward,  between  the  ifland  of 
Belleifle  and  the  main  land  of  France. 

Hawke  faw  at  laft  what  he  had  fo  long,  and  fo  ardently 
wifhed  for,  (though  ‘hitherto  in  vain)  the  enemy  in  his 
reach.  But  yet  there  were  fuch  difficulties  in  his  way,  as 
would  have  checked  a  very  cautious  commander,  or  per¬ 
haps  any  commander  in  circumftances  lefs  critical  to  the 
public  Safety.  On  the  flighted  infpetftion  of  the  chart  it 
will  appear,  that  all  this  fea  is  fown  thick  with  fands  and 
fhoals,  and  ftiallows,  and  rocks ;  our  pilots  were  by  no 
means  well  acquainted  with  it;  and  the  wind  blew  little 
lefs  than  a  violent  ftorm,  and  the  waves  ran  mountain 
high.  In  thefe  circumftances  they  were  to  attack  a  very 
ftrong  fquadron  of  the  enemy  on  their  own  coaft,  with 
which  they  were  perfectly  acquainted.  All  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties  onlv  animated  the  Eno-lifh  Admiral.  In  one  of  the  fi- 

j  O 

neft  fhips  in  the  world,  commanding  the  flower  of  the  Britifh 
navy,  and  feconded  by  fome  of  the  moft  tried  and  braveft 
officers  in  the  fervice ;  and  above  all  not  dubious  of  him- 
felf.  He  ordered  the  fliips  neareft  the  enemy  immediately 
to  chafe,  and,  by  engaging  them,  to  give  time  for  the  reft 
of  the  fleet  to  come  up. 

M.  Conflans  had  two  choices,  either  to  fly,  or  to  ftand 
and  fight  it  out.  But  he  followed  neither  perfe&ly  ;  for 
fome  time  he  appeared  as  if  he  meant  to  fight  ;  but  after 
giving  the  Britifh  fliips  time  to  come  near  him,  when  it  was 
too  late,  he  crouded  all  the  fail  he  could  carry  ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  fhewed  an  attention  to  keep  his  fquadron  toge¬ 
ther. 

At  half  an  hour  after  two,  the  adfion  began  with  great 
fury.  In  two  hours  the  enemy  had  loft  three  fliips  of  the 
line,  one  ftruck,  two  were  funk  outright.  Hawke  ordered 
his  fhip  to  referve  her  fire,  to  pafs  by  all  the  others,  and  to 
be  laid  along  fide  of  the  Soleil  Royal,  the  beft  fhip  in  the 
French  navy,  and  commanded  by  M.  de  Conflans;  the  mafter 
remonftrated  on  the  almoft  inevitable  danger  of  the  coaft. 
Hawke  anfwered,  6C  You  have  done  your  duty  in  this  re- 
“  monftrance;  now  obey  my  orders,  and  lay  me  along 
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“  flde  the  French' admiral/’  A  French’ (hip  of  70  Runs 
generoully  pat  himfelf  between  them;  Hawke  was  obliged 
to  bellow  here  the  lire  he  had  referved  for  a  greater  occa- 
hon,  and  at  one  broadfide  funk  her  to  the  bottom.  The 
headmoft  of  the  Englifh  fhips  bred  on  the  enemy  as  they 
came  up  to  them,  and  then  palled  on  to  others,  leaving ' 
thofe  behind  to  improve  their  fuccefs,  and  deftroy  or  take 
them;  and  by  this  method  they  had  got  up  quite  to  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  and  would  have  totally  deftroyed  their 
fleet,  had  not  night  interpofed  to  fave  them.  Before  night 
came  on,  the  enemy’s  fleet  was  much  difperfed;  but  in  the 
eagernefs  of  the  purfuit,  two  of  the  Englifh  fhips  unfortu¬ 
nately  run  upon  a  land,  called  the  Four,  and  were  loft, 
f  enemy  fled  in  to  their  own  coaft.  Seven  Ihips  of  the 
Ime  threw  overboard  all  their  guns,  and  efcaped  into  the 
River  Villaine;  about  as  many  more  got  out  to  fea,  and 
made  for  other  ports. 

Nothing  could  be  conceived  more  dreadful  than  the  mVht 
which  iucceeded  this  adlion.  A  violent  ftorm  blew  all  night 
long.  It  was  a  pitchy  darknefs;  a  dangerous  coaft  fur- 
rounded  them  on  almoft  all  fides.  A  continual  firing  of 
diftrefs  guns  was  heard,  without  knowing  whether  they 
came  from  friend  or  enemy ;  and  on  account  of  the  badnefs 
of  the  coaft  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  our  people  were 
equally  unable  to  venture  to  their  aftiftance. 

When  morning  came  on,  -they  found  the  French  Admi¬ 
ral  had  run  his  flhip,  and  another  called  the  Heros,  on  fnore ; 
the  firft  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  enemy,  the  other  by  our 
feamen.  "I  has  concluded  this  remarkable  adlion  (c),  in 

which 


f  c)  Sir  Edward  Hawke  s  Letter  to  Mr.  Clewland,  Secretary  to  the 

Admiralty. 

Loyal  George ,  off  Peitr is  Point ,  Now.  24. 

% 

m 

SIR, 

JN  my  letter  of  the  17th,  by  exprefs,  I  deflred  you  would  ac¬ 
quaint  their  lordfhips  with  my  having  received  intelligence  of 
18  fail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  of  the  Breft  fquadron,  being 
difcovced  about  24  leagues  to  the  N.  W.  of  Belleifle ,  fleering  to 
the  eaitward ;  all  the  prifoners  however  agree,  that  on  the  day 

we 
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which  the  French  had  four  capita!  fhips  deflroyed,  one  ta¬ 
ken,  and  the  whole  of  their  formidable  navy,  in  which  con¬ 
fided  the  laft  hope  of  their  marine,  jhattered,  di farmed, 
and  difperfed.  The  long  threatned  invafion  which  was 

. .  >  ....  to 


we  chafed  them,  their  fquadron  confided,  according  to  the  ac¬ 
companying  lift,  of  four  fhips  of  80,  fix  of  74,  three  of  70, 
eight  of  64,  one  frigate  of  36,  one  of  34,  and  one  of  16  guns, 
with  a  fmall  veffel  to  look  out.  They  failed  from  Breft  the  24th 
inft.  the  fame  day  I  failed  from  Torbay, 

Concluding  that  their  firft  rendevous  fhould  be  Quiberoi 7,  the 
inftant  1  received  the  intelligence,  I  directed  my  courfe  thither 
with  a  preft  fail.  At  the  firft  wind  blowing  hard,  at  S.  by  E.  and 
S.  drove  us  confiderably  to  the  weftward.  But  on  the  1 8 th  and 
19th,  though  variable,  it  proved  more  favourable.  In  the  mean 
time,  having  been  joined  by  the  Maidftone  and  Coventry  frigates, 
I  directed  their  commanders  to  keep  a  head  of  the  fquadron:  one 
on  the  ftarboard  and  the  other  on  the  larboard  bow.  At  half  paft 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  Belleife,  by  our  reckon¬ 
ing,  bearing  E.  by  N.  one  fourth  N.  the  Maid/lone  made  the 
fignal  for  feeing  a  fleet,  I  immediately  fpread  abro  .d  the  fignal  for 
a  line  abreaft,  in  order  to  draw  all  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron  up 
with  me.  I  had  before  fent  th z  Magnanime  a  head,  to  make 
the  land.  At  three  fourths  pail  nine  the  made  hgnal  for  an  ene¬ 
my.  Obferving,  on  my  difcovering  them,  that  they  made  off,  I 
threw  out  the  fignal,  for  the  feven  ibips  neareft  them  to  chafe, 
and  draw  into  a  line  of  battle  a-head  of  me,  and  endeavour  to 
flop  them  till  the  reft  of  the  fquadron  fhould  come  up,  who  were 
alfo  to  form  as  they  chafed,  that  no  time  might  be  loft  in  thepur- 
fuit.  That 'morning  there  were  in  chafe  the  Rochejler ,  Chat¬ 
ham,  Portland ,  Falkland ,  Minerva,  Vengeance  and  Venus ,  all 
which  joined  me  about  eleven  o’clock;  and,  in  the  evening,  the 
Saphire  from  pfuiberon  bay.  All  the  day  we  had  very  frefti  gales, 
at  N.  W.  and  VV.  N.  W.  with  heavy  fqualls. 

M.  Conjlans  continued  going  off  under  fuch  fail  as  his  fquadron 
could  carry,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep  together,  while  we 
crowded  after  them  with  every  fail  our  fhips  could  bear.  At  half 
pail  two,  P.  iVj.  the  fire  beginning  a-head,  [  made  the  fignal  for 
engaging.  We  were  then  to  the  fouthward  of  Belleijle ,  and  the 
French  admiral  headmoft,  foon  after  led  round  the  Cardinals *, 
while  his  rear  was  in  action.  About  four  o’clock  the  Formidably 
ftruck,  and  a  little  after,  the  Thefee  and  Superb  were  funk.  About 

*  Rocks  fo  called,  > 
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to  repair  their  Ioffes  in  every  part  of  the  world,  was  diffU 
pated,  and  the  credit  of  their  arms  broken  along  with  their 
forces.  I  ne  behaviour  of  the  Englifli  captains  ancl  feamen, 

on 


five  the  Heros  ftruck,  and  came  to  an  anchor,  but  it  blowing  hard, 
no  boat  could  be  fent  on  board  her.  Night  was  now  come,  and 
being  on  a  part  of  the  coaft,  among  illands  and  fhoals,  of  which 
we  were  totally  ignorant,  without  a  pilot,  as  was  the  greataft 
part  of  the  fquadron,  and  blowing  hard  on  a  lee  fhore,  I  made 
the  fignal  to  anchor,  and  came  to  in  fifteen  fathom  water,  th® 
lfland  o x  Dumer  bearing  E.  by  N.  between  two  and  three  miles, 
tne  Cardinals  W.  half  S.  and  the  fteeples  of  Ct  ozie  S.  E.  as  we 
found  next  morning. 

In  the  night  we  heard  many  guns  of  diftrefs  fired,  but  blow¬ 
ing  hard,  want  of  knowledge  of  the  coaft,  and  whether  they 

were  fired  by  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  prevented  all  means  of  re¬ 
lief. 

By  day-break  of  the  21ft,  we  difcovered  one  of  our  fhips  dif- 
mafted  aihore  on  our  Four  §,  the  French  Heros  aifo,  and  the  Soleil  , 
Royal,  which  under  cover  of  the  night  had  anchored  among  us, 
cut  and  run  aihore  to  the  weftward  of  Crozie.  On  the  latter’s 
moving,  I  made  the  Effex' s  fignal  to  flip  and  purfue  her,  but  fhe 
unfortunately  got  upon  the  Four ,  and  both  fhe  and  the  Re/olution 
are  irrecoverably  loft,  notwithftanding  we  fent  them  all  the  affift- 
ance  that  the  weather  would  permit.  About  fourfcore  of  the 
Re/olution  s  company,  in  fpite  of  the  ftrcngeft  remonftrahces  of 
their  captain,  made  rafts,  and,  with  ieveral  French  prifoners  be- 
longing  to  the  Formidable ,  put  off,  and  I  am  afraid,  drove  out  to 
fea.  All  the  Ejjex's  are  faved  (with  as  many  of  the  ftores  as  pof- 
fible)  except  one  lieutenant  and  a  boat’s  crew,  who  were  drove 
on  the  French  fhore,  and  have  not  been  heard  of:,  the  remains  of 
both  (hips  have  been  fet  on  fire.  We  found  the  Dor/etjhire ,  Re¬ 
venge,  and  Defiance ,  in  the  night  of  the  20th  put  out  to  fea;  as 
I  hope  the  Swiftfure  did,  for  She  is  ffill  miffing.  The  Dorfetjhire 
and  Defiance  returned  next  day,  and  the  latter  faw  the  Revenge 
without.  Thus,  what  lofs  we  have  fuftained  has  been  owing  "to 
the  weather  not  the  enemy,  feven  or  eight  cf  whole  line  of  battle 
fhips  got  to  fea,  I  believe,  the  night  of  the  a&ion. 

As  foon  as  it  was  broad  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  I 
difcovered  feven  or  eight  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  battle  fhips  at 
anchor,  between  Pdint  Penris ,  and  the  river  Villaine ;  on  which 
I  made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  work  up  and  attack  them; 
but  it  blowed  fo  hard  from  the  N.  W.  that  inftead  of  daring  to 
call  the  fquadron  loo fe,  I  was  obliged  to  ftrike  top  gallant  malls. 

§  A  Sand  Bank  Moll 
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on  the  contrary,  added  as  much  to  the  glory  of  the  Britifti 
arms,  as  to  the  fafety  of  their  country.  Perhaps  there  ne¬ 
ver  was  a  naval  engagement  of  fuch  extent,  in  which  no 

captain 


Moll  of  thofe  (hips  appeared  to  be  a-ground  at  low  water;  but 
on  the  flood,  by  lightening  them,  and  the  advantage  of  the  wind 
under  the  land,  all  except  two  got  that  night  into  the  river  Vil¬ 
lains, 

The  weather  being  moderate  on  the  2  2d,  I  fent  the  Portland , 
Chatham ,  and  Vengeance  to  deftroy  the  Soleil  Royal  and  Heros. 
The  French,  on  the  approach  of  our  fhips,  fet  the  fir  ft  on  fire,  and 
foon  after  the  latter  met  the  fame  fate  from  our  people.  In  the 
mean  time  I  got  under  way,  and  worked  up  within  Penris  Point, 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  its  being  a  fafer  road,  as  to  deftroy,  if 
poflible,  the  two  fhips  of  the  enemy  which  ftill  lay  without  the 
R  Maine  \  but  before  the  fhips  I  fent  a-head  for  that  purpofe 
could  get  near  them,  being  quite  light,  and  with  the  tide  of  flood, 
they  got  in. 

All  the  23d  we  were  employed  in  reconnoitring  the  entrance  of 
that  river,  which  is  very  narrow,  and  only  twelve  feet  water  on 
the  bar,  at  low  water.  We  difeovered  at  leaft  feven,  if  not 
eight,  line  of  battle  fhips  about  half  a  mile  within,  quite  light, 
and  two  large  frigates  moored  acrofs,  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the 
river ;  only  the  frigates  appeared  to  have  guns  in. 

By  evening  I  had  twelve  long  boats  fitted  as  fire-ftiips,  ready 
to  attempt  burning  them,  under  convoy  of  the  Saphire  and  Co¬ 
ventry  ;  but  the  weather  being  bad,  and  the  wind  contrary,  oblig¬ 
ed  me  to  defer  it,  till  at  leaft  the  latter  fhould  be  favourable  ;  if 
they  can,  by  any  means  be  deftroyed,  it  fhall  be  done. 

In  attacking  a  dying  enemy,  it  was  impoflible  in  the  fpace  of  a 
fhort  winter  s  day,  that  all  our  fhips  fhould  be  able  to  get  into  ac¬ 
tion,  or  all  thofe  of  the  enemy  Drought  to  it.  The  commanders 
and  companies  of  fuch  as  did  come  up  with  the  rear  of  the  French , 
on  the  20th,  behaved  with  the  greateft  intrepidity,  and  gave  the 
ftrongelt  proof  of  a  true  Bntijh  fpirit.  In  the  fame  manner  I  am 
fatisfied,  would  thofe  have  acquitted  themfelves,  vvhofe  bad  go 
ing  fhips,  or  tne  diftance  they  were  at  in  the  morning,  prevented 
from  getting  up.  Our  lofs  by  the  enemy  is  not  confiderable ;  for 
in  the  fhips  which  are  now  with  me,  I  find  only  one  lieutenant, 
and  39  feamen  and  marines  killed,  and  about  202  wounded. 
When  1  confider  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  hard  gales  of  wind 
on  the  day  of  adtion,  a  flying  enemy,  the  fhortnefs  of  the  day., 
and  thecoaft  we  are  on,  I  can  boldly  affirm,  that  all  that  pofli 
bly  could  be  done,  has  been  done.  As  to  the  lofs  we  have  luf. 

tained. 
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captain  was  accufed,  nor  even  in  any  degree  fufpeCted  of 
mifbehaviour  or  cowardice;  in  which  thofe  who  engaged, 
and  thofe  who  did  not,  gave  proofs  that  they  were  equally 
ardent  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 

Thofe 


tained,  let  it  be  placed  to  the  neceffity  T  was  under  of  running  all 
rifks  to  break  this  ftrong  force  of  the  enemy:  had  we  had  but  two 
hours  more  day-light,  the  whole  had  been  totally  deftroyed  or 
taken,  for  we  were  almoft  up  with  their  van  when  night  overtook 
us. 

Yeftefday  came  in  here  the  Pallas ,  Fortune  Hoop,  and  the  Pro * 
ferpine  fire-fhip.  On- the  1 6th  I  had  difpatched  the  Fortune  to 
Quebec,  with  directions  to  captain  Duff,  to  keep  direClly  on  his 
guard.  In  his  way  thither  he  fell  in  with  the  Phebe ,  a  French  fri¬ 
gate  of  4 o  guns,  under  jury-mafts,  and  fought  her  feveral  hourL 
During  the  engagement  lieutenant  Stuart ,  2d  of  the  Families, 
whom  I  had  appointed  to  command  her,  was  unfortunately  killed; 
the  furviving  officers,  on  confulting  together,  refolved  to  leave 
her,  as  ffie  proved  too  ftrong  for  them.  I  have  detached  captain 
Young  to  Quiberon  bay  with  five  fhfps,  and  am  making  up  a  flying 
fquadron  to  fcour  the  coaft  to  the  ifle  of  Aix,  and  if  practicable, 
to  attempt  any  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  that  may  be  there. 


I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

EDWARD  HAWKE. 
LIST  of  Ships  with  Sir  Edward  Ha-vuke,  Nov.  to,  1759.  : 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Royal  George, 

100 

880 

Union, 

90 

770 

Duke, 

9° 

750 

Namur, 

90 

780 

Mars, 

74 

600 

Warfpight, 

74 

600 

Hercules, 

74 

600 

Torbay, 

74 

700 

Magnanime, 

74 

700 

Refolution, 

74 

600 

Hero, 

74 

600 

Commanders. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke, 

Capt.  Cambell. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy, 

Capt.  Evans. 

Capt.  Graves. 

Capt.  Buckle. 

J.  Young,  Efq;  Commodore 
Sir  John  Bentley. 
vCapt.  Fortefcue. 

Hon.  Capt.  Keppel. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Howe. 
Capt.  Speke. 

Hon,  Capt.  Edgcumbe. 

Swiftfure, 
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Thofe  who  think  fuch  matters  deferving  of  their  notice? 
have  obferved,  that  this  decifive  naval  engagement,  the 
furrender  of  the  Pruffian  troops  at  Maxen,  and  the  taking 
of  Munfter,  happened  on  the  fame  day,  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember. 

This 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Commanders. 

Swiftfure, 

70 

520 

Sir  Thomas  Stanhope. 

Dorfetlhire, 

70 

520 

Capt.  Denis. 

Burford, 

70 

520 

Capt.  Gambier. 

Chichefter, 

70 

520 

Capt.  Willet. 

Temple, 

70 

520 

Capt.  Walh.  Shirley. 

Revenge, 

64 

480 

Capt.  Storr. 

Elfex, 

64 

480 

Capt.  O’Brien. 

Kingfton, 

60 

400 

Capt.  Shirley. 

Intrepid, 

60 

420 

Capt.  Maplefden. 

Montague, 

60 

4  20 

Capt.  Rowley. 

Dunkirk, 

60 

420 

Capt.  Digby. 

Defiance, 

60 

420 

Capt.  Baird. 

The  following  Frigate:  joined  Sir  Edward  Hawke  between  UjharJ 


Rochefter 

5° 

and  Belief e. 

e 

3  co  Capt.  Duff. 

Portland, 

5° 

350 

Capt.  Arbuthnot. 

Falkland, 

5° 

35° 

Capt.  Drake. 

Chatham, 

5° 

350 

Capt.  Lockhart. 

Minerva, 

32 

220 

Capt.  Hood.j 

Capt.  Harmon. 

Venus, 

36 

240 

Vengeance, 

28 

200 

Capt.  Nigh  ingale. 

Coventry, 

28 

200 

Capt.  Burllem. 

Maidftone, 

28 

200 

Capt.  Diggs. 

Saphire, 

32 

220 

Capt.  Strachan. 

LIST  of  the  French  Squadron  which  came  out  of  Brefy  Novem- 

Le  Soleil  Royal, 

i 

80 

her  14,  1759. 

1200  M.  Conflans,  Admiral. 

Le  Tonnant, 

80 

1000  | 

M.  Beaufremont,  Vice-Ad¬ 

Le  Formidable, 

80 

1000  j 

miral. 

i  M.  de  St.  Andre  du  Verger, 

[  Rear-Admiral. 

Le  Orient, 
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This  was  the  conclufion  of  the  French  affairs  in  Europe* 
'I  he  ilfue  of  the  campaign  in  America  had  not  been  more 
favourable  to  them.  Although  the  events  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
belong  properly  to  the  laft  year,  yet,  as  the  accounts  did 
not  arrive  until  this,  and  that  the  a&ions  there  were  of 
great  importance,  and  equally  fortunate  on  our  fide,  it  is 
proper  that  we  fhould  take  fome  notice  of  them  here. 

The 


Ships. 

Le  Orient, 

L’Intrepide, 

Le  Glorieux, 

Le  Thefee, 
L’Heros, 

Le  Robufte, 

Le  Magniiique, 
Le  Jufte, 

Le  Superbe, 

Le  Dauphin, 

Le  Draron, 

Le  Northumberl 
Le  Sphinx, 

Le  Solitaire, 

Le  Brilliant^ 
L’Eveille, 

Le  Bizarre, 

L’Inflexible, 

L’Hebe, 

La  Veflale, 
L’Aigrette, 

Le  t'alypfo, 

Le  Prince  Noir, 
look  out. 


Guns. 

Men. 

80 

1000 

74 

815 

74 

815 

74 

8.5 

74 

815 

74 

i8? 

74 

8.5 

7° 

800 

70 

80O 

.70 

SOO 

64 

75° 

,  64 

75° 

64 

750 

64 

750 

64 

75° 

64 

750 

64 

7  5° 

64 

Commanders. 

M.  Guebriant,  Chef  d’Efca- 
dre. 


40 

34 

36 

16 

a  fmall  veflel  to 


The  above  fhips  were  all  in  company  when  the  afh’on  began, 
except  the  Hebe  frigate. 

Admiral  Saunders  was  not  prefent  at  the  engagement,  which 
he  fought  with  fo  much  honour,  as  he  did  not  join  Admiral 
Ha-ivke  until  fometime  after. 

General  ? ownfoend  came  from  the  fleet  with  the  exprefs,  the 
fate  of  the  enemy  being  determined ;  he  refufed  to  be  put  on 
fhore  when  the  Admiral  declared  his  intentions  of  feeking  theene- 
my,  hut  went  with  him  as  a  volunteer. 


1 
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The  Englifti  had  by  no  means  that  fuperiority  over  the 
French  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  they  had  in  America.  It' 
was  here  the  French  Teemed  to  have  made  thoTe  efforts,  by 
which  they  hoped  in  Tome  degree  to  balJance  their  Ioffes  in 
other  parts.  They  had  a  veiy  ftrong  fquadron  under  M. 
d’Ache  in  thofe  Teas.  M.  de  Lally,  an  officer  oT  credit,  and 
oT  greater  rank  than  had  ufually  been  Tent  on  that  fervice, 
commanded  a  body  oT  2000  Europeans,  a  great  army,  in 
a  country  where  the  name  of  an  European  is  itfelf  a  ftrength. 

In  the  beginning,  their  TucceTs  Teemed  proportioned  to 
their  forces  ;  they  took  the  fort  and  city  of  St.  David’s. 
But  in  a  very  fhort  time  the  ill  ftar  of  France,  which  in  no 
part  of  the  world  Tet  well  on  their  affairs,  began  to  influ¬ 
ence  them  here.  M.  d’Ache,  in  two  naval  engagements, 
was  worfted,  and  prevented  from  co-operating  with  the 
land  forces  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign.  And  had  the  Tpirit 
and  condudl  of  Admiral  Pococke  been  as  well  feconded  by 
fome  of  his  captains,  as  it  was  by  others,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  French  naval  power  had  been  as 
effectually  deftroyed  in  thofe  Teas,  as  it  had  been  in  thofe  of 
Europe. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  checks,  it  was  neceffary  that  M. 
Lally  (hould  act.  But  it  was  not  only  the  difgrace  of  the 
French  fleet,  but  an  extreme  want  of  money  which  delayed 
his  operations.  A  Prince  of  the  country,  the  King  of  Tan- 
jour,  appeared  the  only  refource  which  was  open.  To 
this  prince  he  applied  for  a  confiderable  Turn  of  money, 
which  being  abfolutely  refufed,  he  carried  the  war  into  hi* 
dominions,  and  laid  Tiege  to  his  capital  city.  But  after  lying 
feveral  days  before  it,  and  after  having  even  made  a  prac¬ 
ticable  breach,  the  fkill  of  fome  Englffh  gunners,  the  want 
of  provifions  and  ammunition,  and  the  diforders  which 
reigned  in  his  army,  obliged  him  to  return  without  the 
money,  and  with  the  mortification  of  being  beaten  from  a 
place,  only  fortified  after  the  Indian  manner. 

This  failure  in  their  pecuniary  expectations,  and  their 
repulfe  from  an  Indian  town,  were  bad  encouragements  to 
the  undertaking  of  an  enterprize  againft  an  European  ene¬ 
my,  and  a  fortification  in  Tome  degree  regular  But  having 
feized  upon  a  Dutch  veffel,  as  it  is  thought  much  with  its 
•wn  confent,  which  contained  a  large  treafure,  they  Tet 
©ut  at  length  to  befiege  Madrafs.  But  here  their  TucceTs 

H  h  was 
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was  no  better  than  at  Tanjour,  though  their  ftrength  was 
greater,  and  their  efforts  much  more  obftinate. 

Colonel  Draper  and  Major  Brereton  defended  the  place 
with  the  utmoft  (kill  and  bravery.  Mr.  Pigot  likewife  with 
equal  generofity  and  prudence,  feconded  their  endeavours, 
by  the  (applies  of  (lores  and  ammunition,  which  were  ad¬ 
mirably  diftributed,  and  co-operated  with  the  military  with 
a  firmnefs  and  intrepidity,  by  which  he  obtained  an  honour 
equal  to  any  in  the  defence  of  the  place.  Whilft  the  town 
was  defended  with  great  lpirit  within  ;  parties  were  con¬ 
tinually  fent  out,  which  fo  infefted  the  roads  through  which 
the  enemy's  convoys  were  to  pafs,  that  their  army  in  the 
trenches  were  infinitely  weakened  by  the  detachments 
which  they  were  obliged  to  fend  out.  After  a  fiege  of  more 
than  two  months,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  en- 
terprize,  and  by  that  means  renounce  for  ever  all  thofe  fan- 
guine  hopes,  which  they  had  entertained  from  the  forces 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  Englifh,  on  the  contrary, 
went  on  from  fuccefs  to  luccefs.  Whilft  they  defeated  the 
I  rench  on  the  Eaftern  coaft  of  the  great  peninfula  of  India, 
on  the  weftern  they  took  the  great  and  opulent  city  of 
Surat  from  the  powers  of  the  country,  with  very  little  lofs. 

General  Lally  left  Madrafs  in  the  utmoft  tranfports  of 
rage  and  defpair,  which  a  man  of  honour  and  ability  in  his 
profeffion  can  feel,  who  is  ill  feconded  by  his  troops,  neg- 
levied  by  thofe  who  ought  to  fupport  him,  and  cheated  by 
the  villainy  of  contractors,  and  of  all  thofe  who  turn  war 
into  a  low  traffic  (a).  His  letter  is  a  ftrong  and  very  ftriking 

piClure 


( i a)  Gen.  Lally" s  Letter  to  M.  de  Lyrit ,  dated  Madrafs,  the  \yth 

of  February,  1 759. 


A  Good  blow  might  be  ftruck  here :  There  is  a  fhip  in  the 
road  of  20  guns,  laden  with  all  the  riches  of  Madrafs, 
which  it  is  faid  will  remain  there  till  the  20th.  The  Expedition 
is  juft  arrived,  but  M.  Gorlin  is  not  a  man  to  attack  her:  for  (he 
has  made  him  run  away  once  before.  The  Briftol  on  the  other 
hand  did  but  juft  make  her  appearance  before  St.  Thomas  ;  and 
on  the  vague  report  of  thirteen  Ihips  coming  from  Porto  Novo, 
ihe  took  fright;  and  after  landing  the  provifions  with  which  fhe 
was  laden,  ihe  would  not  ftay  long  enough  even  to  take  on  board 
twelve  of  her  own  guns,  which  ihe  had  lent  us  for  the  fiege. 


If 
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picture  of  thefe  agitations;  and  certainly  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  every  where  there  fhould  appear  fomething 
more  unaccountably  wrong  and  weak  in  the  management 
of  the  French,  than  has  been  in  the  conduct  of  that  or 
almoft  any  other  nation  at  any  time.  It  feems  to  argue  an 

effential 


If  I  was  the  judge  of  the  point  of  honour  of  the  company’s 
officers,  I  would  break  him  like  giafs,  as  well  as  fome  others  of 
them. 

The  Fidelle ,  or  Harletn,  or  even  the  aforefaid  Briftol,  with  the 
twelve  guns  reftored  to  her,  would  be  fufficient  to  make  them- 
felves  mailers  of  the  Englijh  fhip,  if  they  could  manage  fo  as  to 
get  to  the  windward  of  her  in  the  night.  Maugendie  and  TremiU 
Her  are  faid  to  be  good  men  ;  and  were  they  employed  only  to 
tranfport  200  wounded  men,  that  we  have  here,  their  fervice 
would  be  of  importance. 

We  remain  Hill  in  the  fame  pofuion  :  the  breach  made  thefe 
fifteen  days;-  all  the  time  within  fifteen  toifes  of  the  wall  of  the 
place,  and  never  holding  up  our  heads  to  look  at  it. 

I  reckon  we  lhall  at  our  arrival  at  Pondicherry  endeavour  to 
learn  fome  other  trade,  for  this  of  war  requires  too  much  patience. 

Of  1500  Cipays  which  attend  our  army,  I  reckon  nea  800  are 
employed  upon  the  road  to  Pondicherry ,  laden  with  fugar,  pepper, 
and  other  goods ;  and  as  for  the  Cauiis  they  are  all  employed  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  firft  day  we  came  here. 

Iam  taking  my  meafures  from  this  day  to  fet  fire  to  th t  Black 
Town,  and  to  blow  up  the  powder  mills. 

You  will  never  imagine,  that  50  French  deferters,  and  100 
Swifs,  are  a&ually  Hopping  the  progrefs  of  2000  men  of  the 
King's  and  Company's  troops,  which  are  Hill  here  exifting,  not- 
withdanding  the  exaggerated  accounts  that  every  one  makes  here, 
according  to  his  own  fancy,  of  the  (laughter  that  has  been  of 
them;  and  you  will  be  Hill  more  furprized,  if  I  tell  you,  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  two  combats  and  four  battles  we  fuftained,  and 
for  the  oatteries  which  failed,  or  to  (peak  more  properly,  which 
were  unfkilfully  made,  we  fhould  not  have  loll  50  men,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  fiege  to  this  day. 

I  have  wrote  to  M.  de  Larche,  that  if  he  perfifts  in  not  coming 
here,  let  who  will  raife  money  upon  the  Paleagers  for  me,  I  will 
not  do  it:  And  I  renounce  (as  I  informed  you  a  month  ago  I 
would  do)  meddling  direCtly  or  indirectly  with  any  thing  what¬ 
ever,  that  may  have  relation  to  your  adminiftration,  whether 
civil  or  military.  For  I  had  rather  go,  and  command  the  Caffres 
of  Madagascar ,  than  remain  in  this  Sodomy  which  it  is  impofiible 

H  h  2  but 


•:i  ••  •••■• 


244  History  0/  War.  x759* 

effential  and  radical  fault  in  fome  fuperior  part  of  their 
government,  more  eafily  indeed  vifible  in  its  confequences, 
than  difcoverable  in  its  caufe. 

In  Europe  they  received  offers  of  peace  from  the  Kings 
of  Great  Britain  and  Pruflia.  But  as  they  did  not  expert, 
from  their  fituation,  very  advantageous  or  honourable 
terms,  they  refolved  to  a£t,  in  one  inftance,  the  Roman 
part,  and  ftill  hold  out,  determined  to  hazard  the  laft  ex¬ 
tremities  ;  perhaps,  hoping  fomething  favourable  from  the 
fortune  of  their  allies,  fince  their  own  had  deferted  them ; 
and  refolving  to  contract  their  plan,  and  to  make  one  ftrong 
effort  in  one  part,  rather  than  unprofitably  to  wafle  their 
ftrength  upon  fevereal  inferior  objects.  This  effort  could 
be  made  with  any  profpedf  of  fuccefs  only  in  Germany,  (a) 

But 


but  the  fire  of  the  Englijh  muft  deftroy,  fooner  or  later,  even 
though  that  from  Heaven  fhould  not. 

i 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  & c. 

Signed,  L  A  L  L  Y. 

P.  S.  I  think  it  neceffary  to  apprize  you,  that,  as  M.  de 
Soupire  has  refufed  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  this  army, 
which  I  have  offered  to  him,  and  which  he  is  impowered  to  ac* 
cepr,  by  having  received  from  the  court  a  duplicate  of  my  com- 
nr.flion,  you  muft  of  neceflity,  together  with  the  council,  take 
it  upon  you.  For  my  part,  I  undertake  only  to  bring  it  back 
either  to  Arcotte  or  Sadrafie.  Send  therefore  your  orders,  or 
come  yourfelf  to  command  it ;  for  I  fhall  quit  it  upon  my  arri¬ 
val  there. 

(a)  The  Due  de  Belleijle's  Letter  to  Marfhal  Contades,  dated 

Verf allies ,  July  23,  1759* 


J’AI  toujours  peur  queFifcher 
ne  foit  parti  trop  tard :  II  eft 
cependant  bien  important,  et 
bien  eifentiel  que  nous  puiftions 
tirer  de  groffes  contributions.  Je 
ne  vois  de  reffources  pour  nos 
Depenfes  les  plus  urgentes,  et 
pourles  reparations  des  Troupes, 
que  dans  l’Argent  que  nouspour- 

TOUS 


I  A  M  ftill  afraid  that  Fifcher 
fet  out  too  late:  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  very  important,  and  very 
effential  that  we  fhould  raife 
large  contributions.  I  fee  no 
other  refource  for  our  moft  ur¬ 
gent  expences,  and  for  refitting 
the  troops,  but  in  the  money 
we  may  draw  from  the  enemy’s 

country ; 
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But  the  fupplies  neceffary  for  this  great  charge  were 
difficult  to  a  nation,  whofe  trade  was  wholly  deftroyed. 
On  this  occafion  they  did  not  fcruple  to  break  in  upon 

the 


rous  avoir  du  Pais  enemy ;  d’ou 
ilfaudia  egalement  tiie  des  fub- 
fiftancesde  toutes  Efpeces.,  incie- 
pendamment  de  1’ Argent,  c’eit 
a  dire  des  Foins,  des  Pailles,  des 
Avoines  pour  l’Hy  ver,dt  s  Bleds, 
des  Beiliaux,  des  Chevaux,  et 
meme  des  Hommes  pour  recru- 
ter  toutes  nos  Troupes  Etran- 
geres.  La  Guerre  ne  doit  pas 
etre  prolongee,  et  peut  etrefau- 
drat-il,  fuivant  les  Evenemens 
qui  arriveront  d’ici  a  la  Fin  de 
Septembre,  faire  un  veritable 
Defert  en  avant  de  la  Ligne  des 
Quar  tiers,  que  Pon jugera  a  pro- 
pos  de  tenir  pendant  l’Hyver, 
afin  que  PEnnemi  fe  trouve  dans 
une  Impoffibilite  reelle  d’en 
pouvoir  aprocher  en  nous  re- 
fervant  de  la  Subfiftance  feule- 
ment  fur  la  Route  qui  pourra 
nous  convenir  de  prendre  dans 
le  milieu  de  PHyver,  pour  cul- 
buter  ou  enlevert  nous  memes 
lesQuartiers  des  Ennemis.  C’eft 
pour  pouvoir  remplir  cet  Ob- 
jet,  que  je  fais  travailler  fans 
Ralache  a  tout  ce  qu’il  faut  pour 
que  toutes  vos  Troupes,  fans 
Exception,  foient  bien  habillees, 
bien  armees,  bien  equipees,  et 
bien  reparees,  en  tout  Point, 
avant  la  Fin  de  Novembre,  avec 
des  l’entes  neuves,  pourque  11 
cela  convient  aux  Affaires  Poli- 
tiques  ou  Militaires  du  Roy, 
vous  puiffiez  affcmbler  le  tout 
ou  partie  de  votre  Armee  pour 
agir  offenfivement  et  avec  Vi- 

guer. 


country;  from  whence  we  muff 
likewife  procure  fubflflence  of 
all  kinds,  (independently  ot  the 
money)  that  is  to  fay,  hav,  ftraw, 
oats  for  the  winter,  bread,  corn, 
cattle,  horfes,  and  even  men  to 
recruit  our  foreign  troops.  The 
war  mult  not  be  prolonged,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  neceffary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  theeVents  which  may 
happen  between  this  time  and 
the  end  of  September ,  to  make 
a  downright  defert  before  the 
line  of  the  quarters,  which  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  keep 
during  the  winter,  in  order  that 
the  enemy  may  be  under  a  real 
impoffibility  of  approaching  us ; 
at  the  fame  time  referving  for 
ourfelves  a  bare  fubfiitence  on 
the  route,  which  may  be  the 
moll  convenient  for  us  to  take 
in  the  middle  of  winter  to  beat 
up,  or  feize  upon  the  enemy’s 
quarters.  That  this  objedt  may 
be  fulfilled,  J  caule  the  greatell 
affiduity  to  be  ufed  in  preparing 
what  is  neceffary  for  having  all 
your  troops,  without  exception, 
well  cloathed,  well  armed,  well 
equipped,  and  well  refitted  in 
every  refpedl,  before  the  end  of 
November,  with  new  tents,  in 
order  that,  if  it  fhall  be  advifea- 
ble  for  the  king’s  political  and 
military  affairs,  you  may  be  able 
to  affcmble  the  whole,  or  part 
of  your  army,  to  adl  offenfivelv, 
and  with  vigour,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  January ,  and  that 

you 
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the  public  faith,  and  to  find  fupplies  for  one  year  in  an  ' 
expedient,  that  ftruck  at  the  fources  of  all  future  credit. 
They  flopped  the  payment  on  many  public  bills  and  funds  *. 
The  King  threw  in  his  own  plate  into  the  public  flock 
as  an  example,  and  a  requeft  that  others  fhould  contri¬ 
bute  in  the  fame  manner  from  their  private  fortune,  to  the 
neceflities  of  the  ftate ;  tho*  feveral  of  the  nobility,  and 
many  churches  and  convents  fent  in  their  plate,  there  was 
yet  a  general  backwardnefs  to  give  into  this  method  of  fup- 
ply,  and  to  truft  the  public  with  fo  confiderable  part  of  their 
fubftance  at  the  inftant  when  they  faw  it  fo  notorioufly 
break  its  faith  in  other  particulars. 

However, 


guer,  des  le  commencement  de 
Janvier,  et  que  vous  ayez  la 
Satisfadion  de  montrer  a  nos 
Ennemis,  et  a  toute  [’Europe, 
que  les  Francois  fcavent  agir  et 
faire la  Guerre  en  toutes  Saifons, 
quand  ils  ont  un  general  tel  que 
vous,  et  un  Miniftre  Militaire 
qui  fcait  prevoir  et  fe  concerter 
avec  le  General. 

Vous  fentez,  Monf.  le  Mare- 
chal,  que  ce  que  je  vous  dis 
peut  devenir  non  feulment  utile 
et  honorable,  mais  peut-etre 
jneme  necefiaire  relativement  a 
ce  que  vous  fcavez,  et  dont  je- 
vous  parlerai  encore  dans  ma 
Lettre  particuliere. 

(Signe)  M.  Due.  de 


you  may  have  the  fatisfadion  to 
fhew  our  enemies,  and  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  the  French  know  how 
to  ad  and  carry  on  war,  in  all 
feafons,  when  they  have  fuch  a 
general  as  you  are,  and  a  mi- 
nifter  of  the  department  of  war, 
that  can  forefee  and  concert 
matters  with  the  general. 

You  muft  be  fenfible,  Sir,  that 
what  I  fay  to  you  may  become 
not  only  ufeful  and  honourable, 
but  perhaps  even  neceilary  with 
refped  to  what  you  know,  and 
of  which  I  fhall  fay  more  in  my 
private  letters. 

Belleifle. 


*  The  French  court  ftopt  payment  of  the  following  pub¬ 
lic  debts,  viz.  1.  The  three  kinds  of  rents  created  on  the  polls. 
2.  Thofe  conftituted  upon  the  cheft  of  redemption.  3.  The 
coupons  of  bills  on  the  fame  cheft.  4.  Thofe  of  the  two  royal 
lotteries.  5.  The  reimburfement  of  bills  drawn  to  bearer  on  the 
fame  cheft.  6.  The  bills  of  the  two  royal  lotteries.  7.  The 
rents  created  on  the  two  fols  per  pound  of  the  tenth  penny.  8. 
The  reimbuifement  of  the  capitals  of  rents.  9.  The  payments 
of  bills  difchargeable  in  nine  years,  under  the  name  of  annuities. 
10.  Thofe  of  the  new  adions  on  the  benefit  of  the  farms.  11. 
All  the  bills  drawn  by  the  colonies  upon  the  government,  amount¬ 
ing  to  1,333,000  1. 
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However,  thefe  refources,  fuch  as  they  are,  will  enable 
them  to  keep  the  war  on  foot.  They  turn  their  whole  at¬ 
tention  to  Germany,  where  they  have  very  greatly  aug¬ 
mented  their  army,  and  placed  it  under  a  general,  from 
whom  they  have  fome  hopes,  after  their  repeated  difap- 
pointments,  and  the  frequent  changes  they  have  made. 
They  propofe  alfo  another  army  under  the  prince  de  Sou- 
bife  ;  if  they  can  compafs  this  latter  projeX,  as  it  is  believ¬ 
ed  they  may,  the  fyftem  of  Germany  is  ftill  in  very  immi¬ 
nent  danger.  For  notwithftanding  the  tried  goodnefs  of 
our  troops,  and  the  admirable  commander  at  the  head  of 
them,  it  is  certain,  even  with  any  reinforcements  we  may 
be  able  to  fend,  we  (hall  find  it  very  difficult  to  contend 
with  two  armies,  fuppofing  that  we  IJiall  have  no  other 
than  French  armies  to  contend  with,  and  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  fhould  be  able,  as  he  has  hitherto  been,  to  find 
employment  for  the  many,  the  powerful,  and  the  implaca¬ 
ble  enemies  that  furround  him. 

It  is  certain  he  is  much  reduced;  and  that  his  refources 
are  nearly  exhaufted.  "I  hefe  are  fadls  which  cannot  be 
concealed;  and  yet  fome  glimmering  of  hopes  may  be  ftill 
perceived,  when  ywe  confider  the  admirable  talents  for  war 
and  government,  which  that  monarch  poffeiles;  and  when 
we  confider  even  the  events  of  the  laft  (to  him)  unfortunate 
campaign.;  where  after  having  fuffered  four  capital  defeats, 
and  having  obtained  no  one  confiderable  advantage,  he  has 
yet  continued  in  fome  fort  fuperior  in  the  field;  the  enemy 
has  not  been  able  to  make  the  leaf!  impreffion  upon  his  do¬ 
minions  ;  and  he  has,  at  laft,  more  than  divided  Saxony 
with  them ;  the  city  of  Drefden  is  all  that  they  pofiefs  in 
that  country,  and  the  acquifition  of  which  has  been  the  only 
fruit  of  four  campaigns,  and  four  victories  in  one  campaign, 
and  the  efforts  of  the  united  forces  of  Auftria,  Ruffia,  and 
the  Empire,  to  fay  nothing  of  France  and  Sweden. 

As  for  Great  Britain,  (lie  has  only  to  fear  from  her  con¬ 
nexions.  In  no  one  year  fince  flhe  was  a  nation,  has  fhe 
been  favoured  with  fo  many  fucceffes,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe ;  nor  have  her  officers, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  ever  done  more  honour  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  by  th  ir  fkill  and  bravery.  And  with  regard  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  adminiftration,  it  fuffices  to  fay,  that  whilft  France 
became  bankrupt,  without  delay  or  murmuring  there  have 
been  more  than  fix  millions  borrowed  in  England  at  a  very 

eafy 
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eafy  rate;  and  that  the  intereft  on  this  immenfe  fum  has 
been  made  good  by  a  Tingle  tax  upon  malt,  which  will 
fcarce  be  felt  by  the  people.  By  this  the  refources  of 
England  may  be  imagined ;  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that 


highly  as  we  are  taxed  for  the  neceflary  charges  of  the  war; 
we  have  not  been  prevented  from  great  and  expenfive  vo¬ 
luntary  exertions  of  public  fpirit  and  beneficence.  The 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  after  their  example 
other  towns  made  a  large  fubfcription  for  enlifting  foldiers. 
Subfcriptions  were  aifo  carried  on  to  a  great  amount,  for 
cloathing  the  enemies  prifoners,  abandoned  through  the 
negledt  or  poverty  of  their  fovereign ;  and  for  adminifter- 
ing  to  the  relief  of  the  families  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  in 
the  battles  of  Quebec  and  Minden.  Thus  a&uated  by  the 
warmeft  patriotifm,  which  far  from  extinguishing,  feemed 
to  kindle  a  beneficence  towards  our  enemies  in  their  diftrefs. 

The  condition  of  Europe,  which  all  people  thought 
would  have  been  decided  in  this  campaign,  is  nearly  as  du¬ 
bious  as  ever;  and  the  difficulties  which  oppofe  themfelves 
to  a  peace  are  rather  augmented  than  diminifhed.  Here 
then  we  clofe  the  fcene,  and  conclude  the  events  of  the 
prefentyear;  in  the  next  we  hope,  notwithftanding  appear¬ 
ances,  after  fo  many  fcenes  of  horror,  to  have  the  more 
pleafing  tafk  of  relating  the  fleps  taken  to  a  general  peace, 
on  terms  as  particularly  advantageous  to  our  own  country, 
as  the  mixed  interefb  of  Europe,  and  the  various  fortunes 
of  the  powers  embarked  in  the  fame  caufe,  will  admit. 
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CHAP.  I. 

/  1  I 

Nothing  decided  in  the  war.  State  of  the  federal  powers 
concerned.  Great  Britain  and  Prujfia  propofe  an  ac¬ 
commodation.  Difficulties  in  concluding  a  peace .  The 

condition  and  hopes  of  France .  Demands  on  the  King  of 
Prujfia .  Treaty  faid  to  be  between  Rujfia  and  Aujlriti* 

Y  F  all  the  wars  which  have  harrafled  Europe  for  more 
than  a  century  had  not  proved  it,  the  events  of  the 
laft  campaigns  mult  have  Satisfied  every  thinking  man, 
that  victories  do  not  decide  the  fate  of  nations.  Four 
moft  bloody,  and  to  all  appearance  moft  ruinous  defeats, 
which  he  flittered  in  that  year,  had  defpoiled  the  King  of 
Pruflia  of  no  more  than  a  fingle  town*  After  thefe  accumu¬ 
lated  blows  he  Hill  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  make 
good  his  winter-quarters  ;  to  cover  his  dominions  y  and  to 
tempt  the  favour  of  fortune  in  another  campaign, 

A  To 


_ 


/ 


25°  tfke  History  of  the  Was.  1763, 

To  carry  our  attention  a  little  further  back  ;  who  could 
have  imagined,  that  when  the  French  had  compelled  the 
Hanoverian  troops  to  lay  down  their  arms,  when  they  had 
thruft  them  into  a  defencelefs  corner,  had  bound  them  down 
with  the  yoke  of  a  ftridf  and  fevere  capitulation,  and  had 
poffeffed  themfelves  of  every  place  which  could  boaft  the 
fmalleft  (hare  of  ffrength  in  the  king’s  German  dominions, 
that  in  a  few  months  they  fhould  find  themfelves  compelled 
to  fly  before  their  captives  ;  and  after  having  fuffered  a 
confiderable  defeat,  fhould  be  puflied  back  almoft  on  their 
Own  territories. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that 
the  effects  of  thefe  advantages  under  the  management  of  a 
very  great  commander,  who  was  befides  largely  reinforced, 
could  have  been  fruftrated  only  by  the  lofs  of  fome  great 
battle.  But  the  fadt  was  otherwife.  The  Hanoverians, 
without  any  adverfe  flroke  in  that  campaign,  were  obliged 
to  repafs  the  Rhine  and  the  Lippe  ;  and  fmce  that  time, 
fortune  having  decided  nothing  by  the  events  of  five  years 
war,  has  given  to  Prince  Ferdinand  the  poneflion  of  a  great 
part  of  Weftphalia  in  the  manner  of  a  conquered  country, 
and  yet  fees  him  abandoning  Heffe,  and  with  difficulty  co¬ 
vering  the  borders  of  Hanover. 

In'ihort,  the  vidtory  of  Crevelt  could  not  enable  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  to  defend  the  Rhine.  Fhe  battle  of 
Bergen  did  not  give  M.  Broglio  an  entrance  into  Hanover, 
The  great  vidtory  of  Minden  did  not  drive  the  French 
from  the  Maine.  We  have  feen  armies,  after  complete 
vidtory,  obliged  to  adt  as  if  they  had  been  defeated  ;  and 
lifter  a  defeat,  taking  an  offenfive  part  with  fuccefs,  and 
reaping  all  the  fruits  of  vidtory. 

Thefe  refledtions  are  ftill  more  ftrongly  enforced  by  the 
fortune  of  the  King  of  PruiTia.  Covered  with  the  laurels 
of  Lowofitz,  Prague,  Rofbach  and  Liffa,  when  he  oegan 
after  fo  many  compleat  triumphs,  to  purfue  his  advantages, 
and  to  improve  fuccefs  into  conqueit,  the  fcene  was  fud- 
*de nly  altered.  As  foon  as  he  attempted  to  penetrate  with 
t  effedt  into  the  enemies  country,  without  having  fuffered 
any  very  fignal  blow,  without  any  confiderable  miftake 
committed  upon  his  fide,  fortune,  who  hath  as  it  were  at¬ 
tached  herfelf  to  the  defenfive,  immediately  forfook  him. 
He  was  not  able  to  take  a  Angle  place,  And  thole  advanta¬ 
ges  which  at  other  times  and  fituatibns,  would  have  laid 
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the  foundation  of  lafting  empire,  have  in  his  cafe  only 
protradled  a  fevere  deftiny,  which  fome  think  in  the  end 
inevitable ;  but  which  as  many,  as  great,  and  as  entire 
vidiories  fince  obtained  over  his  forces,  have  not  been  yet 
able  to  bring  upon  him. 

The  ballance  of  power,  the  pride  of  modern  policy,  and 
originally  invented  to  preferve  the  general  peace  as  well  as 
freedom  of  Europe,  has  openly  preferred  its  liberty.  It 
has  been  the  original  of  innumerable  and  fruitlefs  wars* 
That  political  torture  by  which  powers  are  to  be  enlarged 
or  abridged,  according  to  a  Standard,  perhaps  not  very  ac¬ 
curately  imagined,  ever  has  .  been,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
will  always  continue  a  caufe  of  infinite  contention  and 
jbloodfhed.  The  foreign  ambafTadors  constantly  refiding 
in  all  courts,  the  negotiations  inceflaritly  carrying  on,  fpread 
both  confederacies  and  quarrels  fo  wide,  that  whenever 
hoftilities  commence,  the  theatre  of  war  is  always  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  extent.  All  parties  in  thofe  difrufive  operations* 
have  of  necefiity  their  ftrong  and  weak  Sides.  What  they 
gain  in  one  part  is  loft  in  another ;  and  in  conclufion,  their 
affairs  become  fo  ballanced,  that  all  the  powers  concerned 
aye  certain  to  lofe  a  great  deal ;  the  moft  fortunate  acquire 
little ;  and  what  they  do  acquire  is  never  in  any  reafonable 
proportion  to  charge  and  lofs. 

Frequent  experience  of  this  might  prove  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  grounds  for  a  lafting  peace  in  Europe.  But  that 
fpirit  of  intrigue,  which  is  the  political  diftemper  of  the 
time,  that  anxious  fcrefight  which  forms  the  charadler  of 
all  the  prefent  courts,  prevent  the  Salutary  effedts  which 
might  iefult  from  this  experience.  T.  hefe  modern  treaties 
of  peace,  the  fruits  not  of  moderation  but  necefiity  ;  thofe 
engagements  contradtad  when  all  the  parties  are  wea¬ 
ried  and  none  Satisfied,  where  none  cgn  properly  be  called 
conquerors  or  conquered,  where  after  having  fought  in 
vain  to  compel,  they  are  content  to  over-reach  Them  in  the 
very  moment  they  are  formed,  and  from  the  very  a£  of 
forming  them,  with  the  feeds  of  new  diflentions,  mors 
implacable  animofities,  and  more  cruel  wars.  For  if  tp  for¬ 
ward  the  work  of  peace,  any  member  in  thefe  alliances 
ihould  acquire  a  cefiion  of  any  importance  in  its  favour, 
this  afterwards  becomes  a  ground  for  another  alliance,  and 
for  new  intrigues  to  deprive  them  of  their  acquisition.  To 
fettle  the  peace  of  Germany,  Silefia  was  yielded  in  1745 
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to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  that  ceftion  gave  occaficn  for 
the  war  of  1756. 

The  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  chofe  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  fuccefs,  to  propofe  an  accommodation  ;  and  they 
defired  that  the  oppofite  powers  fhould  concur  with  them 
in  nominating  fome  place  for  a  congrefs.  Some  fpoke  of 
Leipfic,  as  a  means  of  indemnification  to  that  unfortunate 
city  ;  the  States  General  would  have  given  a  town  of  theirs  ; 
King  Staniflaus  offered  Nancy,  his  capital :  but  the  time  of 
peace  was  not  yet  come.  The  two  kings  made  a  difplay  of 
moderation  ;  and  they  had  reafo’n  to  think  that  if  their  pro- 
pofals  fhould  be  accepted  (which  probably  they  did  not  then 
expert)  they  muff  naturally  take  the  lead  in  that  negotiation, 
and  muff  give  the  whole  a  turn  to  their  advantage.  But 
the  adverfe  alliance  unanimoufly  rejedled  their  efforts,  and 
the  refufal  of  fome  of  its  members  was  couched  in  terms 
fufficiently  haughty. 

To  fpeak  impartially,  they  could  not  at  that  time  have 
accepted  proportions  for  peace.  France  had  fuffered  in 
every  quarter :  in  her  prefent  condition  fhe  could  fcarcely 
look  for  every  favourable  terms.  As  they  had  now  aban¬ 
doned  in  defpair  all  attempts  by  fea,  and  consequently  all 
efforts  in  North  America  and  both  the  Indies,  all  their 
hopes  were  centered  in  Germany.  Hitherto  their  fortune 
in  that  country  had  not  been  very  encouraging.  But  ftilf, 
in  that  country  lay  their  beft  and  indeed  their  only  profpedk 
The  ftrength  and  perfeverance  of  the  two  empreffes,  the 
wafted  condition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  enormous  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  German  war  to  England,  which  mu  ft  gradually 
exhauft  the  refources  of  her  credit,  and  with  them  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  an  inconftant  people,  had  infpired  with  no  fmall 
hope.  All  thefe  ccnftderations  confirmed  their  refoluticn 
of  hearkening  to  no  terms,  until  by  acquiring  fuperiority, 
or  at  leaft  an  equality,  they  might  be  affured  of  procuring 
fuch  as  were  not  very  difadvantageous  or  humiliating. 

The  emprefs  queen  upon  her  part  had  a  moral  certainty, 
that  fhe  could  not  procure,  by  a  treaty  propofed  at  fuch  a 
juncture,  thofe  objects  for  which  Ihe  had  begun,  and  with 
fuch  fteadinefs  in  every  fortune  had  carried  on  the  war..  In 
reality,  her  circum fiances  then  were,  and  they  ff ill  continue, 
very  intricate  and  embarraffed.  It  was  neceffary  that  ihe 
fhould  have  allies  of  great  power;  but  if  they  have  done 

her  great  fervices,  they  have  formed  high  pretenfions ;  in- 
°  '  *  deed 
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deed  fo  high,  that  if  fhe  and  her  allies  cannot  abfolutely  pre- 
fcribe  the  terms  of  peace,  it  is  impoffible  that  they  fhould 
ail  be  in  any  degree  fatished. 

Her  fituation  in  this  refpedf  has  pufhed  ad  internecionem , 
the  war  between  her  and  the  King  of  Pruffia.  Even  the 
ceffion  of  all  Silefia  in  her  favour,  cannot  procure  a  peace 
for  that  monarch.  The  Ruffians  will  never  let  loofe  their 
hold  of  the  ducal  Pruffia  ;  a  country  conquered  by  their  own 
arms,  a  poffeflion  which  rendered  the  King  moft  formida¬ 
ble  to  them,  and  which  is  their  foie  indemnification  for 
what  they  have  expended  in  a  war  entered  into  for  other 
views  than  thofe  of  glory,  or  even  of  revenge.  It  has  been 
confidently  afferted,  that  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary 
has  adlually  guarantied  the  poffeffion  of  that  country  to  its 
conquerors.  This  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  ftep,  and 
the  fadf  is  not  Efficiently  authenticated.  But  the  report  is 
not  altogether  improbable.  We  may  be  fure  that  if  fueh 
a  guarantee  has  been  made,  it  has  been  entered  into  upon 
fome  reciprocal  engagement  of  equal  force,  and  for  an  ob¬ 
ject  equally  important. 

Nothing  but  the  laft  defperate  neceffity,  nothing  in  fhort 
but  being  conquered  in  the  moft  abfolute  fenfe,°will  ever 
induce  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  fubmit  to  both  thefe  ceffions. 
By  fuch  a  fubmiffion,  befide  being  defpoiled  of  that  con- 
queft,  which  is  the  great  glory  of  his  reign,  and  conftitutcs 
the  ftrmeft  fupport  of  his  revenue,  he  will  fee  his  heredi¬ 
tary  dominions  curtailed  of  another  province  from  whence  he 
derives  his  royal  title,  and  what  makes  it  of  infinitely  o-reat- 
er  importance  in  his  eyes,  the  beft  commercial  part  of  his 
territories,  and  that  only  part  of  his  territories,  by  which 

he  could  have  hoped  to  become  in  any  degree  a  maritime 
power. 

it  were  poffible  that  his  Pruffian  Maieftv 
could  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  thefe  humiliating  terms,  a 
great  deal  Hill  remains  to  be  adjufted.  There  are  other  de¬ 
mands,  which  though  not  fo  high  in  their  nature,  nor  fo 
rong  y  enfoiced,  are  notwithftanding  confiderable,  and 
cannot,  with  any  decency  be  totally  negle&ed.  What  is 
the  nature  of  the  bargain  between  the  Emprefs  and  the  Se¬ 
nate  of  Sweden,  has  not  yet  been  made  publick.  Be  it 

whole*  *  Wl  5  ^  perplexing  part  of  the 

But  fome  indemnification  for  the  King' of  Poland,  on 

^  3  r  whofe 
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whofe  dominions  the  greateft  calamities  of  the  war  have 
fallen,  feems  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  and  on  what  principle 
can  Auftria  ever  expedt  an  ally,  if  Ihe  fhould  fecure  all  the 
benefits  of  the  pacification  to  herfelf,  and  leave  to  her  con¬ 
federates  nothing  but  the  fufterings  of  a,  war  in  which  they 
were  involved  purely  in  her  quarrel  ? 

This  variety  of  demands,  all  to  be  fatisfi.ed  out  of  the  do¬ 
minions  of  a  fingle  Prince,  mull  neceffarily  perplex  the 
work  of  peace  with  alrnoft  infurmountable  difficulties.  It 
ou"ht  not  indeed  to  be  concealed,  that  there  are  circum- 
ftances  which  feem  to  lead  to  fome  folution  of  this  erobar- 
raffment.  But  if  they  are  attentively  concerned,  they  will, 

I  believe,  be  rath.er  found  to  increafe  it. 

Great  Britain  has  had  remarkable  fuccefs  againft  France 
at  fea,  in  America,  and  in  the  Indies.  On  the  continent  of 
Europe,  her  fortune  is  even  at  this  day,  tollerably  ballanced  : 
the  two  weak  parts,  therefore,  in  the  oppofite  alliances,  ( I 
fpeak  only  with  regard  to  the  events  of  the  prefent  war)  are 
Erance  and  Pruflia.  As  therefore  France  will  expect  lome 
ceilions  from  Great  Britain,  it  is  reafonatils  that  they  fliould 
be  bought  by  fome  moderation  of  the  rigorous  terms  which 
otherwife  would  have  been  impofed  on  Pruflia. 

All  the  facrifices  to  peace  muft  be  made  out  of  the  ad¬ 
vantage  acquired  by  Auftria  and  Great  Britain.  But  when 
Great  Britain  fliall  have  confented  to  fome  conceffioos,  to 
forward  this  great  work,  what  return  can  the  Emprefs. 
Queen  make,  but  an  abatement  of  her  demands  upon  She¬ 
ba  ?  That  is,  by  giving  up  that  grand,  favourite,  and  in¬ 
deed  to  her  foie  object,  for  which  fhe  has  brought  upon 
herfelf  a  heavy  war,  difgufted  her  antient  and  natural  al¬ 
lies,  and  purchafed  the  aid  of  her  natural  enemy,  at  the 
price  of  places  which  the  belt  blood  of  Europe  has  been  fo 
often  fhed  to  preferve  in  her  family.  To  all  who  confider 
the  character  of  that  court,  it  will  appear  very  plainly  that 
fhe  will  hazard  almoft  anything,  and  even  rifque  thofecon- 
fequences  to  which  her  imprudent  alliance  with  France  has 
expofed  her,  rather  than  accept  a  peace  which  muft  deprive 
her  of  her  hopes  of  Silefia. 

When  thefe  things  are  weighed,  it  will  not  appear  won¬ 
derful  that  there  have  been  fo  few  ferious  overtures  for 
peace  ;  and  that  the  longer  the  war  continues,  the  greater 
difficulties  feem  to  oppofe  themfelves  to  any  conciuucn 
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The  only  hope  that  remains  of  any  happy  concluhon,  is 
that  fome  of  the  great  members  of  the  alliance,  wearied  and 
exhaufted,  will  at  length  fly  ofF,  and  thereby  throw  the  reft 
into  fuch  confufion,  that  a  peace  will  be  fuddenly  huddled 
up  ;  and  all  difficulties  not  removed,  but  forgotten,  by  not 
allowing  time  to  weigh  and  ftudy  what  may  be  gained  or 
loft.  This  muft  produce  a  fyftem  of  pacification,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  which  it  is  impoflible  to  forefee;  becaufe  it  cannot 
be  faid  upon  which  fide  this  defeClion  will  begin  ;  but  prin¬ 
cipally  becaufe  the  war  ftill  continues,  in  the  event  of  which, 
in  fpight  of  all  that  can  be  conjectured  from  the  ftrengthand 
prefent  condition  of  the  powers  concerned,  fortune  will 
have  fo  large  a  (hare.  But  we  may  predict  without  rafhnefs, 
that  the  flrft  overtures  will  be  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  ;  for  they  never  think  of  peace  in  Germany. 

CHAP.  IL 

State  of  the  Englijh  garrifon  at  Quebec.  Deftgns  of  Monf 
Levi.  Preparations  for  a  fiege.  French  army  marches 
from  Montreal .  Their  Jlrength.  Battle  of  Sillery.  Gen . 
Murray  defeated.  Quebec  befieged .  The  Englijh  fleet 

under  Lord  Colville  arrives .  French  veffels  defrayed* 

Levi  raifes  the  fiege . 

f'T^HIS  was  the  pofture  of  Europe  at  the  clofe  of  the 
campaign  of  1759.  And  all  thoughts  of  peace  being 
entirely  removed,  the  war  was  profecuted  in  this  part  of 
the  world  with  the  utmoft  vigour  as  foon  as  the  feafon  per¬ 
mitted  them  to  recommence  operations. 

But  in  America,  the  feverity  of  winter  was  not  able  whol¬ 
ly  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  war.  Canada  had  been 
fuppofed  conquered,  by  the  taking  of  Quebec.  Indeed 
without  the  pofleflion  of  that  place,  it  had  been  impoflible 
to  reduce  that  country  ;  but  ftill  a  great  deal  remained  to 
compleat  tne  advantage  to  which  the  taking  of  Quebec  had 
only  given  an  opening.  The  French  troops  after  their  de¬ 
feat,  had  retired  into  the  heart  of  their  country.  And  the 
imglifh  navy  having  provided  the  town  fufficiently  with 
military  (lores  and  provifions,  fet  fail,  fearing  left  they 
fhould  be  overtaken  by  the  froft.  Ten  battalions,  two 
companies  of  the  artillery,  one  of  American  wood-rangers, 
m  all  about  7000  men,  formed  the  garrifon  which  was"  left 
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in  Quebec  to  command  Canada  during  the  winter,  and  to 
facilitate  the  entire  reduction  of  that  province  in  the  enfuing 
campaign.  They  were  under  the  orders  of  General 
Murray. 

As  the  river  St.  Laurence  is  commonly  fhut  up  by  ice, 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  winter,  all  communication  with 
Europe  was  cut  off.  The  conquering  army  was  therefore 
fubjedl  to  be  inverted  in  Quebec.  The  French  command- 
cr/M.  Levi,  was  fenrtble  of  this  advantage;  and  he  faw 
that  it  was  the  only  refource  by  which  he  could  have  any 
chance  of  preferving  Canada.  He  accordingly  prepared  to 
make  ufe  of  this  laft,  and  only  opportunity  ;  and  he  was  not 
without  fom e  profpedt  of  fuccefs. 

lie  knew  that  the  fortifications  of  Quebec  were  weak 
and  incomplete,  without  any  kind  of  outwork  ;  that  the 
town  was  almoft  a  general  ruin,  rtnce  the  late  fiege  ;  and 
that  the  Englifh  garrifon  had  been  much  enfeebled,  and 
greatly  reduced  in  their  numbers  by  the  feurvy.  He 
knew  alfo,  that  by  fome  misfortune,  no  provifion  had  been 
made  to  prevent  his  attaining  a  fuperiority  on  the  river ;  as 
no  veffels  had  been  left,  on  a  fuppofition,  that  they  could 
not  be  ufeful  in  winter. 

The  winter  had  parted  in  fkirmifhes  always  terminating 
in  favour  of  the  Englifh,  by  which  they  enlarged  the  fphere 
of  their  fubfiftence.  M.  Levi  had  indeed  propofed,  during 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  to  attempt  the  place  by  a  coup  d& 
main  ;  and  had  made  preparations  for  that  purpofe.  But 
the  activity  of  the  garrifon  w^as  fuch  ;  and  all  the  outpofts 
fowell  fecured,  that  he  thought  it  more  prudent  to  abandon 
that  defign,  and  to  poftpone  his  operations,  to  the  opening 
of  the  fpring,  when  a  regular  fiege  might  be  formed. 

The  forces  which  rtill  remained  in  Canada,  were  not  un¬ 
equal  to  the  attempt.  Ten  battalions  of  regular  troops, 
amounting  to  near  5000  men  ;  6000  of  experienced  militia 
of  Canada;  about  300  favages.  This  was  the  force  which 
M.  Levi  had  colle&ed  at  Montreal,  and  with  which  he 
took  the  field  on  the  17th  of  April,  1760. 

His  provifions,  ammunition,  and  heavy  baggage,  fell 
down  the  river  St.  Laurence,  under  the  convoy  of  fix  fri¬ 
gates  from  44  to  26  guns.  By  this  fquadron,  which  there 
was  nothing;  to  oppoie,  he  acquired  the  undifputed  com¬ 
mand  of  the  river,  a  point  of  the  greatert  importance  to 

the 
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he  whole  defign.  In  ten  days  march,  the  French  army 
arrived  at  the  heights  of  Abraham  three  miles  from  Quebec. 

When  Gen.  Murray  perceived  the  approach  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  had  two  parts  to  take,  either  to  keep  within  the 
town,  and  confiding  in  his  troops,  which  though  weak  as 
an  army,  were  ftrong  as  a  garrifon,  to  fuftain  the  fiege  to 
the  utmoft  extremity  ;  or  to  march  out,  and  by  trying  the 
fortune  of  the  field,  to  avoid  the  tedious  hardfhips  of  a 
fiege,  in  a  place  which  feemed  to  him  fcarcely  tenable. 

He  refolved  on  the  latter  part.  But  when  he  came  to 
review  his  ability  for  this  undertaking,  he  could  poflibly 
draw  into  the  field  no  more  than  3000  men.  However  he 
was  not  frighted  by  the  enemy’s  great  fuperiority.  He  de¬ 
termined  to  engage ;  and  he  grounded  his  refolution  on  the 
following  reafons. 

Firft,  that  his  army,  notwithftanding  its  inferiority,  was 
in  the  habit  of  beating  the  enemy.  That  they  had  a  fine 
train  of  field  artillery  ;  that  to  fhut  themfelves  up  at  once 
within  the  walls,  was  putting  all  upon  the  fingle  chance  of 
holding  out  for  a  confiderable  time  a  wretched  fortification; 
a  chance  which  an  action  in  the  field  could  hardly  alter,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  gave  an  additional  one,  and  perhaps  a 
better;  and  in  fine,  that  if  the  event  was  not  profperous,  he 
might,  after  holding  out  to  the  laft  extremity,  retreat,  with 
what  fhould  remain  of  the  garrifon,  to  the  ifle  cf  Orleans  or 
Coudres,  and  there  wait  for  reinforcements. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  comprehend  the  prudence  of  engaging  in 
the  open  field,  an  army  four  times  fuperior  ;  efpoeially  when 
the  weaker  army  had  it  in  their  power  to  keep  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  in  a  ftrong  poft  ;  and  Quebec  may  well  be  confidcr- 
ed  at  leaft  as  a  ftrong  retrenchment.  It  is  as  hard  to  under- 
ftand  how  the  chance  of  holding  out  a  fortrefs,  fhould  not 
be  leflened  after  a  defeat  of  the  troops,  which  compofe  the 
garrifon,  who  muft  neceftarily  fuffer  by  fuch  an  event,  both 
in  numbers  and  in  fpirit  ;  it  is  equally  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  remains  of  that  garrifon,  which  fhould  be  driven 
from  Quebec,  could  have  lafely  retreated  to  the  ifle  of  Or¬ 
leans  or  Coudrefs,  or  have  remained  in  eitherof  thofe  places, 
with  any  tolerable  fecurity,  whilft  the  enemy  were,  as  they 
were,  confefledly  mafters  of  the  river.  Thefe  are  matters 
not  fo  eafily  comprehended  by  thofe  who  are  at  a  diftance 
from  the  feene  of  a&ion  ;  there  circumftances  may  have 
given  thefe  reafons  their  due  weight;  and  they  had  the 

greater 
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greater  influence  from  the  charafler  of  the  general  :  a  man 
of  tne molt  ardent  and  mtripid  courage,  paffionatelv  defi- 
rous  of  glory,  and  emulous  of  the  reputation  Wolfe  had  ac¬ 
quired.  He  knew  that  a  bold  and  fucccfsful  ftroke,  and 
wetl  purfued,  might  fo  difable  the  enemy,  who  were  in  no 
likelihood  of  receiving  fpeedy  or  confiderable  fuccours  from 
7  ranee,  that  tne  way  to  conqueft  would  lie  plain  and  open 
Bemrehmi and  he  might  expeft  the  honour  of  the  total 
reduction,  of  Canada,  before  the  arrival  of  the  red:  of  the 
king  s  forces  to  his  affiftance. 

I  htfs  depending  on  fortune,  on  the  tried  goodnefs  of  his 
41  oops,  and  his  own  courage  to  animate  them,  he  marched 
out  of  the  city,  and  defeended  from  the  heights  of  Abra¬ 
ham  with  the  army  mentioned  above,  and  twenty  field-nie¬ 
ces.  I  he  right  and  left  of  the  enemy’s  van  poffeffed  them- 
ien-es  of  fame  fmall  woody  eminences;  the  main  armv 
marched  by  the  road  of  St.  Foix;  and  formed  themfelves 
under  the  fhelter  of  the  woods.  Whilft  the  body  of  the 
enemies  army  was  yet  unformed,  the  Englifh  troops  attack¬ 
ed  tneir  van,  both  on  the  right  and  left,  with  the  ut- 
moft  impetuofity,  and  drove  them  from  the  eminences, 
tnough  they  were  well  maintained  ;  the  advanced  ports  of 
the  French  centre  gave  way,  without  a  blow,  and  fell  back 
upon  their  main  army. 

hitherto  the  fortune  of  the  held  was  favourable  to  the 
Englifh  ;  but  now  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  brought 
them  full  on  the  main  army  of  the  French,  which  formed 
in  columns,  and  advanced  with  great  rapidity  to  fupnort 
tneir  broken  vanguard.  The  fire  became  very  hot,  and  {top¬ 
ped  the  progrefs  of  our  troops ;  whilft  thofe  of  the  enemy 
having  fupported  their  centre,  wheeled  round  the  flanks  of 
the  Britifh  army  to  the  left  and  right,  and  formed  a  femi- 
circle,  which  threatened  to  clofe  upon  our  rear.  Proper 
movements  were  made  to  prote&  the  flanks,  but  it  was 
evident  the  army  was  in  the  greateft  danger,  not  only  of  a 
defeat,  but  of  feeing  itfelf  furrounded,  and  its  retreat  to 
Quebec  intirely  intercepted.  Near  one  thoufand  men,  fol¬ 
ders  and  officers,  (a  third  of  the  army)  had  been,  by  this 
time  killed  and  wounded.  Nothing  could  be  now  thought 
of  but  as  fpeedy  a  retreat  as  poffible ;  and  in  this  there 
were  difficulties,  which  nothing  but  the  bravery  of  thefol- 
diory  and  the  {kill  and  fpirit  of  the  officers  could  overcome. 
They  gained  Quebec  with  little  lofs  in  the  purfuit;  but 

they 
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they  were  obliged  to  leave  their  cannon,  which  they  could 
not  bring  off,  on  account  of  the  wreaths  of  fr.ow,  which 
even  in  dm  advanced  feafon,  and  in  the  temperate  latitude 
of  47,  fell  lay  upon  the  ground.  I  heFrencn  loft  at 

2000  in  the  adlion.  .  .  .  ^  . 

When  the  account  of  this  victory  arrived  in  Furope,  the 

French  were  for  a  while  infinitely  elated,  "the  blow  was 
fenfibly  felt  in  England.  Our  fanguine  hopes  were  at  once 
funk.  '  If  Quebec  was  loft,  it  was  evident  that  the  greater, 
difficulties  muft  have  arifen  to  our  affairs  in  America,  and 
the  reduftion  of  Canada  muft  become  the  wont  of  more 
than  one  campaign.  Nobody  imagined  that  the  town  cou. 
hold  out  longer  after  fuch  a  defeat;  and  the  fleet  lent  from 
Europe  to  reinforce  the  place  was  then  at  a  great  diftance. 

Neverthelefs  all  things  were  prepared  at  Quebec  for  a  vi¬ 
gorous  defence.  The  late  check  he  had  received,  only 
roufed  the  governor  to  more  ftrenuous  efforts.  He  knew 
that  the  lofsof  the  place  would  be  attributed  to  the  teme¬ 
rity  of  his  councils ;  he  was  fenfible  that  in  proportion  to 
the  honours  paid  by  the  public  to  thofe  who  had  conquered 
Quebec,  would  their  indignation  fall  upon  thofe  by  whom 
it  fhould  happen  to  be  loft ;  and  that  in  general  nothing 
makes  a  worfe  figure,  than  a  rafhnefs  which  is  not  fortu¬ 
nate.  Thefe  thoughts  were  perpetual  flings  to  a  mind  like 
his,  paffionately  defirous  of  glory;  and  that  very  diipoliti- 
on  which  led  him  to  fight  unluccefsfully  with  a  weak  army, 
gave  him  activity  and  fuccefs  in  the  defence  of  a  weak  forti¬ 
fication. 

The  French,  whofe  whole  hope  of  fuccefs  depended  on 
perfecting  their  work  before  a  Britifh  fquadron  could  ar¬ 
rive,  loft  not  a  moment’s  time  to  improve  their  victory. 
They  opened  trenches  before  the  town  the  very  night  of 
the  battle.  But  it  was  the  i  ith  of  May  before  they  could 
bring  two  batteries  to  play  upon  the  fortifications.  They 
were  greatly  deficient  in  this  refpedt.  Their  accounts  fay, 
they  had  no  more  than  twelve  pieces  of  iron  artillery, 
which  carried  twelve  pound  balls.  The  Englifh  train,  was 
without  comparifon,  fuperior.  Before  the  t  rench  had 
opened  their  batteries,  1 32  pieces  of  cannon  were  placed 
pn  the  ramparts.  The  fire  of  the  befiegers  was  therefore 
always  flack,  interrupted,  and  of  little  effect. 

Notwithftanding  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemies  fire,  the 
fupefiority  of  the  Englifh  artillery,  and  the  relolution  of 
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g°\  ernor,  and  garrifon,  the  relief  of  the  place  depended  en- 
J,re1  ^  earty  arrival  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  which  was 

looked  out  for  every  hour  with  the  moft  anxious  expe&ati- 
a-v  french  fhips  of  force  come  before  the  En- 
gJilh,  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  place  muff  inevi- 
tardy  have  fallen  into  their  hands. 

t!1;  ?th  oi  to  the  great  joy  of  the  garrifon, 

an  Enghih  frigate  anchored  in  the  bafon  and  brought  them 
an  account  that  the  Britiih  fquadron  commanded" by  Lord 
Colville,  was  then  in  the  river.  On  the  16th,  a  fhip  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate  arrived;  the  next  morning  the  two 
frigates  were  fent  to  attack  the  French  fquadron  °above  the 
town.  They  executed  their  com  million  fowell,  that  in  a 
moment  ail  fhe  E rsiich  veftels  of  whatever  kind  were  dif— 
perfed,  and  the  greateft  partdeftroyed  or  taken. 

M.  Levi,  who  had  the  mortification  to  behold  from  the 
eminences  this  a&ion,  which  at  one  ftroke  put  an  end  to 
ail  the  hopes  he  had  conceived  from  the  late  vi&ory,  was 
perfuaded  that  thefe  frigates  by  the  boldnefs  of  their  man¬ 
ner,  muft  have  been  the  vanguard  of  a  considerable  rein¬ 
forcement  ;  and  that  too  clofe  at  hand  :  Fie  therefore  raifed 
the  fiege  in  the  utmoft  hurry  and  precepitation,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  all  his  artillery,  and  a  great  part  of  his  ammunition 
and  baggage,  although  Lord  Colville,  with  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron,  did  not  arrive  at  Quebec  untill  two  days  after  (a). 

Thus 


(a)  The  Hen,  James  Murray's  Letter  to  Mr,  Secretary  Pitt ,  dated* 

SJaebec,  May  25,  1760. 


3  I  R, 

TJAYING  acquainted  General  Amherjl,  three  weeks  ago,  that 
'*"■  -^ue.tec  was  beheged,  by  an  army  of  x^qooo  men,  I  think 
It  neceifary,  to  domyfelf  the  honour  of  addreftingdiredly  to  you, 
the  more  agreeable  news  of  the  fiege  being  raifed,  left,  by  your 
receiving  the  former  intelligence,  before  the  latter,  fome  incon¬ 
venience  might  arife  to  his  Majefty’s  fervice. 

By  the  journal  of  my  proceedings,  lince  I  have  had  the  com¬ 
mand  here,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  you,  you  will 
perceive  the  fuperiority  we  have  maintained  over  the  enemy,  du- 
ling  the  winter,  and  that  all  Lower  Canada,  from  the  Point  Au- 
Trtmble ,  was  reduced,  and  had  taken  th^oath  of  fidelity  to  the 

King, 
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Thus  was  fortunately  preferved  from  the  mod  inlmment 
danger,  the  mod  conliderable  place' we  had  taken  in  the 
war^*  and  that  which  crave  us  the  moil  decinve  advantage* 
*  '  The 


King.  You  will,  no  doubt,  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  the  ene¬ 
my’s  attempts  upon  our  pods,  and  ours  upon  theirs,  all^  tended 
to  the  honour  of  his  Majefly’s  arms,  they  were  always  balnea,  and 
we  were  constantly  lucky. 

1  wifh  1  could  fay  as  much  within  the  walls  ;  the  exceffive  cold- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  and  conllant  living  upon  fait  provi  irons,  with¬ 
out  any  vegetables,  introduced  the  fcurvy  among  the  troops, 
which,  getting  the  better  of  every  precaution  of  the  officer,  and 
every  remedy  of  the  furgeon,  became  as  univerfal  as  it  was  invete¬ 
rate,  infomuch,  that,  before  the  end  of  April,  iooo  were  dead, 
and  above  2000  of  what  remained,  totally  unlit  for  fervice. 

In  this  filiation,  I  received  certain  intelligence,  that  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  Levis  was  alfembling  his  army,  which  had  been  cantoned 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal ;  that  lie  had  compleated  his 
eight  battallions,  and  forty  companies  of  the  Troops  de  Colonic, 
fjom  the  choice  of  the  Monti ealijis  ;  had  formed  tliefe  fo  ty 
companies  into  four  battalions ;  and  was  determinad  to  betiege 
us,  the  moment  that  St.  Laurence  was  open,  of  which  he  was  en¬ 
tirely  mailer,  by  means  of  four  King’s  frigates,  and  oilier  craft, 
proper  for  this  extraordinary  river. 

As  I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  formerly,  that  Quebec 
could  be  looked  upon  in  no  other  light,  than  that  of  a  ifrong  can¬ 
tonment,  and  that  any  works  1  fhould  add  to  it,  would  be  in  that 
iliie,  my  plan  of  defence  was,  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
entrenching  myfelf  npon  the  heights  of  Abraham ,  which  entirely 
commanded  the  ramparts  of  the  place  at  the  diftance  of  8  00  yards, 
and  might  have  been  defended  by  our  numbers  again!!  a  large 
army.  But  the  Chevalier  cte  Levis  did  not  give  me  time  to  take 
the  advantage  of  this  fituation  ;  the  23d,  24th  and  25  th  of  April , 
1  attempted  to  execute  the  projected  lines,  for  which  a  provifion 
of  fafeines,  and  of  every  neceffary  material,  had  been  made,  but 
found  it  impracticable,  as  the  earth  was  flill  cover’d  with  fnovv 
in  many  places,  and  every  where  impregnably  bound  up  by  the 
froft. 

The  night  of  the  26th,  1  was  informed,  the  enemy  had  land¬ 
ed,  at  Point  Au  Tremble ,  10,000  men,  and  500  barbarians.  The 
pod  we  had  taken  at  the  embouchure  of  the  river  Caprouge  (the 
mod  convenient  place  for  difembarking  their  artillery  and  dares, 
and  for  fecuring  their  retreat)  obliged  them  to  land  where  they 
did,  ao  miles  higher  up. 

The 
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"1  he  triumph  of  the  b  rench,  and  the  anxiety  of  England, 
were  but  fhort.  I  he  account  of  the  fiege,  and  the  raifmg 
it,  followed  clofe  on  the  heels  of  each  other.  And  there 

was 


The  27th,  having  broke  down  all  the  bridges  over  the  Caprouge, 
and  fecured  the  landing  places  at  Siilery ,  and  the  Toulon,  Imarch- 
ed  with  the  grenadiers  piquet  s,  Amber  ft' s  regiment,  and  two 
f  eld  pieces,  and  took  pod  fo  advantageoufly,  as  to  frtifhate  the 
fchemes  tliey  had  laid  of  cutting  oh  our  pods.  They  had  begun 
to  form  from  the  defile  they  were  obliged  to  pafs,  but  thought 
proper  to  retreat,  on  reconnoitring  our  pofition  ;  and  about  four 
this  afternoon  we  marched  back  to  town,  having  withdrawn  all 
our  polls,  with  the  lofs  of  two  men  only,  though  they  did  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  harrafs  the  rear. 

The  enemy  was  greatly  fuperior  in  number,  it  is  true  ;  but 
when  I  confidered  that  our  little  army  was  in  the  habit  of  beating 
that  enemy,  and  had  a  very  fine  train  of  field  artillery  ;  that  Glut¬ 
ting  ourfelves  up  at  once  within  the  walls,  was  putting  all  upon 
the  Angle  chance  of  holding  out  for  a  confiderable  time,  a  wretch¬ 
ed  fortification  ;  a  chance  which  an  action  in  the  field  could  hard¬ 
ly  alter,  at  the  fame  time  it  gave  an  additional  one,  perhaps  a 
better,  I  refolved  to  give  them  battle  ;  and  if  the  event  was  not 
profperous,  to  hold  out  to  the  lad  extremity,  and  then  to  retreat 
to  the  ide  of  Orleans,  or  Coudres,  with  what  was  left  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  to  wait  for  reinforcements. 

This  night  the  necedary  orders  were  given,  and  half  an  hour 
after  Gx  next  morning,  we  marched  with  all  the  force  I  could 
muder,  viz.  three  thoufand  men,  and  formed  the  Army  on  the 
heights,  in  the  following  order  ;  Amberji'  s  Anjirutber  s  2d  bat¬ 
talion  of  Royal  Americans ,  and  Webb' s,  compofed  the  right  Bri¬ 
gade,  commanded  by  Col.  Burton  :  Kenneny  s  Lafcelles's,  High¬ 
landers,  and  Townjb  end's,  the  left  brigade,  commanded  by  CoL 
Frafer  :  Ot<ways,  and  the  third  battalion  of  Royal  Americans,  were 
the  corps  de  referve.  Major  D ailing's  corps  of  light  infantry  co¬ 
vered  the  right  dank,  and  Capt.  Hazzen's  company  of  rangers, 
with  100  volunteers,  underthe  command  of  Capt.  Donoald  Mac¬ 
donald,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  cover’d  the  left.  The 
battalions  had  e»ch  two  field  pieces. 

While  the  line  was  forming,  I  reconnitred  the  enemy,  and 
perceived  their  van  had  taken  podedion  of  the  riling  grounds, 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  our  front,  but  that  their  army  was  upon 
the  march,  in  one  column,  as  far  as  I  could  fee.  1  thought 
this  the  lucky  moment,  and  moved  with  the  utmod  order  to  at¬ 
tack  them,  before  tliey  had  formed*  We  foon  beat  them  from  the 

heights 
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fas  nothing  now  to  cloud  the  profpebf  of  the  certain  re- 
iudtion  of  Canada, 'by  the  united  efforts  of  three  Englifh 
.rmies,  who  by  different  routs  were  moving  to  at¬ 
tack 


eights  they  had  podefled,  tho’  they  were  well  difputed  ;  and 
dajor  D ailing,  who  cannot  be  too  much  commended  for  his  be- 
aviour  this  day,  and  his  fervices  during  the  winter,  forced  their 
orps  of  grenadiers  from  a  houfe  and  windmill  they  had  taken  hold 
f,  to  cover  their  left  flank.  Here  he,  and  feveral  of  his  officers 
,rere  wounded  ;  his  men,  however,  purfued  the  fugitives  to  the 
orps  which  were  now  formed  to  fuftain  them.  They  halted, 
nd  difperfed  along  the  front  of  the  right,  which  prevented  that 
dng  from  taking  advantage  of  the  fird  impreflion  they  had  made 
n  the  enemy's  left.  They  had  immediately  orders  given  them  to 
egain  the  hank,  but,  in  attempting  this,  they  were  charged, 
brown  into  diforder,  retired  to  the  rear,  and  from  the  number  of 
fhcers  killed  and  wounded,  could  never  again  be  brought  up, 
airing  the  action.  Otway  s  was  indantly  ordered  to  advance, 
nd  fuftain  the  right  wing,  which  the  enemy  in  vain  made  two  at> 
smpts  to  penetrate.  On  thefe  occafions,  Capt.  Ince,  with  the 
grenadiers  cf  Otways,  were  diffinguifhed.  While  this  paffed 
here,  the  left  were  not  idle  ;  they  had  difpoffeffed  the  enemy  of 
wo  redoubts,  and  fudained  with  unparallelled  firmnefs  the  bold 
nited  efforts  of  the  enemy’s  regulars.  Indians  and  Canadians , 
ill  at  lad  fairly  fought  down,  and  reduced  to  a  handful ;  though 
attained  by  the  3d  battalion  of  Royal  Americans  from  the  referve, 
nd  Kenned >  s  from  the  centre,  where  we  had  nothing  to  fear, 
hey  were  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperior  numbers,  and  a  frefh  column 
f  Roujtfillon,  which  penetrated.  , 

The  diforder  of  the  left  was  foon  communicated  to  the  right ; 
>ut  the  whole  retired  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  enemy  did  not  ven- 
iire  upon  a  brifk  purfuit.  We  left  mod  of  our  cannon,  as  the 
°^nefs  of  the  ground,  and  the  wreaths  of  fnow,  made  it  ini- 

•ollible  to  bring  them  off ;  what  could  not  be  brought  off  were 
ailed  up.  & 

Our  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  one  third  of  thofe  in  the 
ield;  that  of  the  enemy,  by  their  own  confedion,  exceeds  25:00 
nen  ;  which  may  be  readily  conceived,  as  the  a&ion  laded  an 
iour  and  three  quarters. 

Here  I  think  it  my  duty  to  exprefs  my  gratitude  to  the  officers 

n  general,  and  the  fatisfadion  I  had  in  the  bravery  of  all  the 
roops.  J 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  opened  trenches  again ff 
he  town  ;  and,  at  the  fame,  we  fet  to  work  within,  t6  for- 
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tack  thofe  parts  of  it  which  Hill  remained  to  France.  Irt 
the  mean  time  that  haughty  power  was  obliged  to  fit  the 
impotent  fpe&ator  of  the  ruin  of  her  colonies,  without  be*. 

ing 


tify  it,  which  we  never  had  in  our  power  to  attempt  fooner*  front 
the  feverity  of  this  climate  during  the  winter,  and  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceflity  of  executing  works  of  more  immediate  importance  lad  au¬ 
tumn,  before  the  froft  fet  in.  I  wanted  the  afiiftance  of  Major 
Maekeller .  the  chief  engineer,  dangeroudy  wounded  in  the  adion ; 
his  zeal  for,  and  knowledge  in  tiie  fervice,  is  well  known  ;  but 
the  alacrity  of  the  garrifon  made  up  for  every  defed. 

My  journal  of  the  liege,  which  accompanies  this,  fets  forth  in 
full  what  was  done  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  the  extraordinary  per¬ 
formances  of  the  handful  of  brave  men  1  had  left,  will  pleafe  his 
Majedy,  as  much  as  they  furprized  us  who  were  eye  witnedes  to 
them. 

Great  praife  is  due  to  Commodore  Swanton,  and  the  Captains 
Schombe'g  and  Dean ;  I  have  not  words  to  exprefs  the  readinefs, 
vivacity,  and  valour  they  Ihewed  in  attacking  and  dedroying  the 
enemy’s  fquadron.  Capt.  Dean  has  lod  his  fhip  ;  but  it  was  in  a 
good  caufe,  and  he  has  done  honour  to  his  country. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  of  May ,  I  had  intended  adrong  for- 
tie,  to  have  penetrated  into  the  enemy’s  camp,  which,  from  the 
information  of  the  prifoners  I  had  taken,  and  the  concurrent  ac¬ 
count  of  the  deferters,  I  conceived  to  be  very  practicable. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  had  ordered  the  regiments  of  Amherft , 
Yonxnfiend,  Lajcelles ,  Anfirutber ,  and  Highlanders ,  with  the 
grenadiers  and  light  infantry  under  arms,  but  was  informed  by 
Lieut.  M' Alp  in,  of  my  battalion  (whom  I  fent  out  to  amufe  the 
enemy  with  fmall  allies)  that  their  trenches  were  abandoned.^ 

I  indantly  pulhed  out  at  the  head  of  thefe  corps,  not  doubting 
tut  we  mud  have  overtaken  and  forced  their  rear,  and  had  ample 
revenge  for  the  28th  of  April;  but  I  was  difappointed,  for  they 
had  eroded  the  river  Caprouge ,  before  we  could  come  up  with 
them.  However,  we  took  feveral  prifoners,  and  much  baggage* 
which  would  otherwife  have  efcaped.  They  left  their  camp  Hand¬ 
ing  ;  all  their  baggage,  ftores,  magazines  of  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition,  34  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  four  of  which  are  brais 
T2  pounders,  10  held  pieces,  6  mortars,  4  petards,  a  large  quan- 
titg  of  fealing  ladders  and  entrenching  tools  beyond  number  ;  and 
have  retired  to  their  former  afylum,  Jacques  Cartier „  From  the 
information  of  prifoners,  deferters  and  fpies,  provifions  are  very 
fcarce  :  ammunition  does  not  abound  ;  and  the  greateft  part  or  the 

Canadians  have  defer ted  them,  At  prefent  they  do  not  exceed 
. -  r  5009 
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Ing  able  to  fend  them  the  fmalleft  fuccour.  It  was  then  {he 
found  what  it  was  to  be  inferior  at  fea* 

We  fhall  refume  the  American  affairs,  when  we  have  re¬ 
viewed  the  lcenes  that  began  about  this  time  to  open  on  the 
theatre  of  Europe.  . 

CHAP. 


5000  men.  The  minute  I  am  joined  with  that  part  of  my  garri- 
fon,  which  was  font  from  hence  laft  autumn,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
co-operate  with  Mr.  Amber ft,  towards  compleating  the  redudiori 
of  this  country  ;  though,  if  rightly  informed,  he  can  hardly  ad 
by  the  lakes  before  the  month  of  July,  of  which  I  am  the  more 
convinced,  becaufe  from  the  intelligence  forwarded  to  him  laft 
February ,  of  the  enemy’s  defigns,  by  Lieut.  Montufor ,  he  would 
certainly  have  been  upon  them  before  now,  had  it  been  at  all 
practicable. 

Major  Maitland,  the  bearer  of  thefe  difpatches,  who  has  aCled 
as  Adjutant  General  this  laft  winter,  is  well  acquainted  with  all 
©ur  tranfaCtions  here  ;  he  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  can  give  you  the  belt  lights  with  regard  to  the  meafures 
farther  to  be  taken,  relative  to  his  Majefty’s  views  in  Canada . 

I  cannot  finifh  this  long  letter,  without  obferving  how  much  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  the  Lieut.  Governor,  Col.  Burton  ;  his 
aClivity  and  zeal  were  confpicuous  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
winter’s  campaign,  and  I  flatter  myfelf.  Sir,  you  will  be  pleated 
to  lay  his  fervices  before  his  Majefty. 

P.  S.  Since  I  have  wrote  the  above,  a  nation  of  Indiana  has 
furrendered,  and  entered  into  an  alliance  with  us. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be, 

s 

\ 

With  great  regard , 

SIB,  yours ,  CV. 

JAMES  MURRAY, 

Admiralty-Office^  June  27,  1760. 

^APTAIN  Schombtrg  arrived  this  morning,  with  difpatches 
from  Lord  Colville ,  and  Commodore  Swantcn,  dated  at 
hec,  the  24th  of  May ,  giving  an  Account,  that  011  the  nth  of 
that  month,  the  latter  arrived  at  the  Ifle  of  Bec,s in  the  river  of  St. 
Laurence,  with  the  Vanguard  and  Diana,  where  he  intended  to 
wait  for  fuch  of  his  fquadronas  had  feparated  from  him  in  his  paf- 
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.  *  CHAP.  III. 


ijfoi 


D  if  refs  of  Saxony ,  M .  Broglio  commands  the  mam  body  of 
the  French  army.  St.  Germain  commands  on  the  Rbirte. 
Englijb  army  reinforced .  King  of  Pruffa’s  Ioffes.  Then- 
tre  of  the  war  in  the  eafi^  of  Germany .  P  oft  ions  of  the 
Aufrian  and  Pruffan  armies .  Battle  of  Landjhut .  Pruf- 
flan  army  under  Fouquet  defroyed. 

A  Winter  remarkably  fevere  fucceecfed  the  Moody  cam¬ 
paign  of  1758.  At  Bareith  in  the  night  of  the  16th 
of  December,  the  cold  was  infupportable.  Reamur’s 

-  ther- 


fage  from  England  •  blit  having  on  the  14th,  received  advice 
from  Brig.  Gen.  Murray ,  that  the  enemy  had  beiieged  Quebec,  he 
got  under  fail  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  and  anchored  above  Point 
Eei'i  the  15  th  in  the  evening,  where  he  found  the  Leoftojfey  one 
of  his  fquadron,  which  arrived  a  few  days  before,  and  whofe  com¬ 
mander,  Capt.  Deane ,  immediately  came  off  to  him  with  a  meffage 
from  the  General,  earneftly  recommending  the  fpeedy  removal  of 
the  French  naval  force  above  the  town,  confiding  of  two  frigates, 
two  armed  fhips,  and  many  fmaller  velfels ;  in  confequence  of 
which  he  ordered  Capt.  Schomberg  of  the  Diana ,  and  Capt.  Deane 
of  the  Leoftojfe,  to  flip  their  cables  early  the  next  morning,  and  at¬ 
tack  the  enemy ;  but  they  were  no  fooner  in  motion,  than  the  ene¬ 
my  ded  in  the  greated  hurry  and  diforder  :  the  Pomona ,  one  of 
the  frigates,  was  driven  on  fhore  above  Cape  Diamond ;  the  Ata - 
lanta,  the  other  frigate,  run  afiiore,  and  was  burnt  at  Point  Au 
Tremble,  about  ten  leagues  above  the  town;  and  mod  of  the 
other  fhips  and  vedels  were  likewife  driven  afhore,  or  effeftually 
dedroyed. 

The  night  following,  the  enemy  raifed  the  fiege  of  Quebec 
very  precipitately,  leaving  their  cannon,  fmall  arms,  dores,  &e. 
behind  them. 

I  he  iteojioffe  run  upon  fome  unknown  rocks,  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  and  was  irrecoverably  lod.  but  the  officers  and  men  were 
faved.  ' 

.Lord  Colville  failed  from  Halifax ,  with  the  fquadron  under  his 
command,  the  2 2d  of  Aprils  blit  did  not  arrive  at  Quebec  till  the 
1 8th  of  May ,  having  been  much  retarded  in  his  pafiage  by  thick 
fogs,  great  quantities  of  ice,  and  contrary  winds, 

[  Gazette  Extraordinary .  ] 


$760.  History  of  the  War.  267 

therometer  was  funk  to  15,  which  is  precifely  the  fame 
degree  it  fell  to  in  1709.  A  year  like  this  diftinguifhed  by 
the  intenfenefs  of  the  cold,  and  the  fury  of  war.  Birds 
dropped  dead  in  their  flight.  At  Leipfic  ten  centinels  were 
froze  to  death.  An  infectious  difeafe  which  began  in  the 
armies,  difFufed  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants  of  Saxony, 
and  made  a  dreadful  havock.  A  peftilential  contagion  ra¬ 
ged  among  the  cattle.  Famine  was  foon  added  to  the  reft 
of  their  calamities;  and  every  mifery  that  can  affliCt  man¬ 
kind,  was  poured  out  upon  that  unfortunate  people  with 
the  moft  liberal  meafure.  There  was  no  profpeCt  of  an  al- 
levation  of  thefe  diftrefies.  On  the  contrary,  the  fuffer- 
nigs  of  the  people  only  made  their  fovereigns  more  earneflr 
for  revenge ;  and  out  of  the  general  want  a  refource  arofe 
to  their  armies,  who  were  the  more  readily  recruited,  be- 
caufe  the  fcanty  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  foldier,  became  an 
objeCt  of  envy  to  the  wretched  peafantry  in  moft  of  thefe 
countries ;  and  death  feemed  more  honourable  and  lefs 
certain  by  the  fword,  than  by  penury  and  difeafe. 

France  and  England  vied  in  their  endeavours  to  augment 
their  forces  in  Germany.  M.  Broglio  had  now  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  grand  army,  and  the  foie  conduCt  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  plan  of  operations.  He  had  early  in  this  year,  been 
Honoured  with  the  ftaff  of  a  marfhal  of  France.  And  no- 
i  in?Aw^?  omitted  to  give  luftre  to  his  command,  and  to 
lurnilh  him  with  every  means  of  exerting  his  talents.  His 
:orps  was  augmented  to  near  100,000  effedive  men.  Thir¬ 
ty  t  oufand  drawn  out  of  their  quarters  in  Dufleldorp, 
eves,  o  ogne  and  Welel,  and  compleated  by  draughts 
trom  France,  formed  a  feperate  army  on  the  Rhine,  under 
e  ount  e  St.  Germain.  This  difpofition  was  made 
aot  only  to  divide  the  attention  of  the  allied  army,  but  to 
prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  the  mifunderftanding  which 
was  known  to  fubfift  between  this  general  and  the  Duke 
f  rSroglio.  The  third  army  propofed  at  the  clofe  of  the 
oregoing  campain  did  not  appear, 

Ca  fidy  of  England,  the  preparations  were  not  lefs 
conuaerable  in  proportion  to  her  ability  for  that  kind  of 

re§*ments  of  foot  commanded  by  Major  Gene- 
ral  Griffin,  were  forthwith  fent  to  reinforce  the  allied  ar- 

ny  Elliots  regiment  of  light  horfe  foon  followed  .them. 

wrlvp  campaign,  we  had  in  Germany 

.v/d ve  regiments  of  heavy,  and  one  of  light  horfe  ;  and 

S  2  twelve 


26?  The  History  of  the  War.  1760. 

twelve  regiments,  with  two  Highland  battalions  of  foot  ; 
the  whole  amounted  to  near  22,000  men.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  fummer,  they  were  further  reinforced  to  near  25,000, 
Such  a  number  of  Britifh  troops,  ferving  in  one  army,  had 
not  been  feen  on  the  continent,  for  two  hundred  years  paft. 
H  he  allied  army  indeed  fell  fhort  of  the  French  in  numbers; 
but  they  exceeded  it  in  the  quality  of  the  troops.  Thofe 
newly  arrived  from  England  were  frefh  but  not  undifciplin- 
ed ;  the  old  were  indeed  harraffed,  but  they  had  been  ac» 
cuftomed  to  victory. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  death  of  the 
Jan.  31.  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel  had  excited  fome  ap- 
prehenfions  ;  the  difpofitions  of  the  fucceffor  were 
uncertain  ;  and  his  withdrawing  himfelf  from  the  caufe  of 
the  allies  would  have  made  a  breach  in  their  army,  that  it 
would  have  proved  almoft  impoffible  to  flop.  But  thefe 
fears  were  foon  diffipated.  The  new  Landgrave  among 
the  very  firft  a£fs  of  his  government,  gave  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  of  his  Heady  adherence  to  the  fyftem  of  his  father, 
and  even  agreed  to  add  confiderably  to  the  Heffian  troops 
In  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  ;  fo  that  all  things  promifed  as 
favourably  to  the  allies,  as  from  that  irremediable  inferiority 
in  numbers  could  have  been  expected. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  was  under  far  greater  difficulties; 
he  had  felt  the  heavieft  blows,  and  was  moft  fcanted  in  the 
means  of  healing  them. 

Plis  Ioffes  were  not  to  be  reckoned  by  the  men  killed  and 
prifoners,  but  by  armies  deftroyed  or  taken.  Forty  gene¬ 
rals  had  died,  or  were  flain  in  his  fervice,  fince  the  iff  of 
Odtober  1756,  exclufive  of  thofe  who  had  been  wounded, 
difabled,  or  made  prifoners.  And  this  alone  would  have 
been  a  lofs  not  to  be  repaired,  if  thefe  murdering  wars 
which  cut  off  fo  many  experienced  officers,  did  not  at  the 
fame  time,  form  fo  many  more  to  fupply  their  places.  The 
king  had  renewed  his  alliance  on  the  former  terms  with 
Great  Britain.  By  his  indefatigable  induftry,  no  gaps  were 
feen  in  his  armies.  But  they  were  no  longer  the  fame 
troops,  and  if  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  formerly  the  merit  of 
ably  commanding  the  moft  excellent  armies  ;  he  has  now 
to  fill  up  the  moft  remarkable  deficiency  on  the  part  of  his 
troops  by  his  own  heroifm ;  and  to  undertake  far  more  ar¬ 
duous  enterprizes,  than  his  firft,  with  infinitely  weaker  in- 
ftruments*  His  affairs  wore  a  bad  afpedt  in  the  opening  of 
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the  former  year.  In  this  they  feemed  altogether  defpe- 

The  Ruffians  had  fuffered  ;  but  they  were  fufficicntly 
reinforced.  The  Swedes  who  had  been  generally  obliged 
to  give  ground  in  the  winter,  had  in  that  of  1759  the  ad¬ 
vantage  in  feveral  fmart  fkirmifhes,  and  had  even  taken 
•prifoner  the  Pruffian  general  Manteuffel.  As  to  the  Auf- 
trians,  victorious  for  a  whole  campaign  almoft  without 
fighting,  their  armies  and  magazines  were  full,  their  corps 
compleat,  their  men  frelh,  vigorous,  and  full  of  resolution. 
Several  fkirmifhes  of  confequence  had  been  fought  during 
the  ceffation  of  the  great  operations  ;  and  they  were  gene¬ 
rally  to  their  advantage. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  fenfible,  that  in  this,  as  in  the 
former  campaigns,  he  fhould  be  attacked  by  four  armies  ; 
and  that  his  dominions  would  be  invefted  upon  every  fide. 
As  thefe  operations  were  very  extenfive  and  complicated, 
to  enable  the  reader  to  form  an  idea  of  the  campaign,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of  the  ground  the  king 
had  to  defend,  which  is  circumftanced  in  this  manner. 

To  the  north  is  Pomerania.  This  country  is  very  open  ; 
and  it  is  defended  on  that  part  on  which  the  Swedes  gene¬ 
rally  a&,  with  but  few,  and  thofe  mean  fortifications,  An- 
clam,  Demmein  and  Pafiewalk.  But  then  the  Swedifli 
army  is  not  numerous,  and  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  pene¬ 
trate  far  into  the  country,  they  muft  leave  Stetin,  in  which 
there  is  always  a  ftrong  garrifon  behind  them  to  their  left, 
which  would  render  their  fubfiftence  difficult,  and  their  re¬ 
treat  in  cafe  of  any  misfortune,  extremely  hazardous  ;  and 
they  have  not  fufficient  ftrength  to  mafter  this  place  by  a 
regular  fiege.  This  has  always  proved  a  check  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  that  army,  even  when  they  have  been  otherwife 
fuccefsful. 

This  fame  country  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Oder,  is  one 
great  object  of  the  Ruffian  defigns.  Its  chief  ftrength  in 
this  quarter  is  the  town  of  Colberg  ;  a  place  they  have 
frequently  attempted,  but  always  without  fuccefs.  And 
their  failure,  in  this  inftance,  has  been  the  main  caufe  why 
they  have  never  been  able  to  take  winter  quarters  in  the 
King  of  Pruffia’s  dominions,  or  even  during  the  campaign, 
to  make  any  confiderable  impreffion  upon  Pomerania.  For 
they  can  have  no  communication  with  their  own  country  by 
fca,  for  want  of  this  port.  On  their  rear,  lies  the  exten- 
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five  and  inhofpitable  defert  of  Waldow  ;  and  this  with  the 
uncertain  difpohtion  of  the  city  of  Dantzick,  renders  their 
fupphes  of  provifion  from  Poland  difficult  and  precarious. 
JN  either  is  it  poiTible  in  thefe  circumftances,  to  unite  their 

TiCemlthnth°fe  °f  Sweden  aainS  in  the  fame  country. 
i  He  Oder  flows  between  them  ;  which  is  fo  commanded  by 

tiie  city  of  Stetin,  as  to  make  all  communication  between 
tn.fe  armies  in  a  great  meafure  imprabticable.  Infomuch, 
that  on  the  fide  of  Pomerania,  the  force  of  thefe  two  pow¬ 
ers  is  compelled  to  a 61  feparately,  without  concert,  and 
tnerefore  weakly  and  ineffectually. 

To  the  weftward,  the  King  of  Pruflla  is  fufficiently  co¬ 
veted  by  the  city  of  Magdebourg,  the  ftrongeft  place  in  his 
dominions,  and  in  that  part  of  Germany.  Here  are  his 
greateft  magazines,  and  his  principal  founderies  ;  and  this  is 
-the  repofitory  of  whatever  he  finds  neceffary  to  place  out  of 
the  reach  of  fudden  infult. 

To  the  fouthward  he  is  obliged  to  defend  Saxony  and  Si- 
lefia.  Both  of  thefe  countries  on  their  frontiers  towards  Bo¬ 
hemia,  rife  into  very  rough,  broken,  and  mountainous 
grounds,  abounding  in  advantageous  polls  and  ftrong  fixa¬ 
tions.  Liifatia  lies  between  them  ;  a  level  fandy  plain,  (in- 
terfperfed  with  pine-woods,)  extending  without  any  obfta- 
cle  to  the  very  gates  of  Berlin.  Through  this  country  the 
king’s  communication  between  Silefia  and  Saxony  muff  be 
kept  up,  and  therefore  it  has  been  from  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  the  great  fcene  of  thofe  remarkable  marches  and 
counter-marches,  by  which  his  Pruffian  majeffy  has  acqui¬ 
red  fo  great  a  reputation  ;  and  alfo  of  thofe  bold  and  fudden 
attempts  which  have  diftinguiftied  fome  of  the  generals  of 
the  adverfe  party.  As  an  army  cannot  be  advantageoufly 
poffed  in  this  territory,  it  has  not  been  ufual  for  a  confider- 
ably  body  to  remain  there  long ;  and  it  is  particularly  un¬ 
favourable  to  defenfive  operations.  This  country  may  be 
confidered  as  the  curtin,  and  the  frontiers  of  Saxony  and 
Silefia  as  the  baftions,  that  flank  the  fort  of  fortification, 
which  the  king  is  to  maintain. 

No  part  of  that  monarch’s  territories  are  naturally  more 
defencelefs  than  the  eaftern  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  moft  powerful  of  his  enemies.  A  country  al¬ 
together  fandy  and  level,  extends  along  both  fldes  of  the 
Oder,  from  the  northern  frontier  of  Silefia,  until  it  meets 
Pomerania,  a  country  of  the  fame  kind.  There  is  no  re- 
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fpedlable  fortification  on  this  fide ;  and  the  river  Warta 
that  falls  here  into  the  Oder,  makes  the  tranfport  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  confequently  the  fubfiftence  of  the  armies  that 
ad:  againfthim  more  eafy. 

As  to  Silefia,  it  is  covered  on  the  Bohemian  fide  with 
mountains,  and  it  contains  places  of  fuch  ftrength  as  to  be 
above  the  neceffity  of  yielding  to  the  firft  army  that  appears 
before  them.  Indeed  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  ftrength  feems  fufficient  for  the  kind  of  fervice 
which  has  diftinguifhed  this  war.  Never  was  a  war  of  fuch 
a  length  and  extent,  in  which  fewer  fieges  of  confequence 
have  been  formed  ;  and  the  late  fervice  which  affords  fo 
large  afield  for  experience  in  every  other  fpecies  of  military 
operations,  affords  very  little  matter  of  improvement  in  the 
art  of  reducing  or  defending  ftrong  places. 

.  The  King  of  Pruflia’s  defign  feems  to  have  been  to  fave 
himfelf  as  much  as  poftible  to  the  end  of  the  campaign  5 
the  only  time  when  his  fuccefs  might  be  decifive,  and  \is’ 
ill-fortune-  not  ruinous.  He  therefore  formed  a  defenfive 
plan.  In  purfuance  of  this  he  withdrew  his  out-pofts  from 
Freyberg,  and  drawing  a  chain  of  cantonments  from  the 
foreftof  Tharandt  on  his  right  to  the  Elbe,  he  took  a  molt 
advantageous  camp  between  that  river  and  the  Multa; 
ftrongly  intrenching  it  where  it  had  not  been  previoufly  for¬ 
tified  by  nature  ;  and  furnifhed  it  with  fo  numerous  an  ar¬ 
tillery,  that  they  reckoned  in  their  front  only  250  pieces 
of  cannon. 

In  this  fituation  he  covered  the  moft  material  parts  of 
oaxony,  kept  the  attention  ofM.  Daun’s  army  eno-ao-ed, 
and  was  enabled  to  fend  out  reinforcements  to  Prince  Henry, 
or  elfewhere,  as  occafion  fhould  require,  without  expofing 
©ne  part  whilft  he  defended  the  other. 

•  the  King’s  army  defended  his  conquefls  in  Mif- 

ma,  Prince  Henry  had  aflembjed  an  army  about  Franckfort 
on  the  Oder,  and  took  various  pofitions  about  that  place 
and  Croffen.  In  this  pofition,  he  commanded  three  prin¬ 
cipal  communications,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prote£I  at 
once  Silefia,  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  and  the 
avenues  to  Berlin;  all  which  were  threatened  by  feveral  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  enemy.  General  Fouquet  had  eftablifhed  his 
quarters  near  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  whilft  he  covered 
that  lide  of  Silefia,  he  communicated  with  Prince  Henry,  and 
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was  fo  difpofed  as  to  fend  to  or  receive  fuccours  from  him, 
as  either  party  fhould  happen  to  be  prefled. 

M.  Daun,  as  foonas  he  faw  that  the  King  of  Prufliahad 
fortified  himfelf  in  his  poft,  he  too  buried  himfelf  in  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  kept  the  moft  attentive  eye  upon  all  his 
inajefty’s  motions.  Whilft  he  confined  himfelf  in  this  po¬ 
rtion,  in  order  to  tie  down  the  King  of  Pruflia,  general 
Laudohn,  with  a  ftrong  but  light  and  diflncumbered  army, 
moved  from  the  camp  he  had  occupied  during  the  winter  in 
Bohemia,  and  prefenting  himfelf  alternately  on  the  fide  of 
Lufatia,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  threatened  fome- 
times  to  penetrate  into  Berlin,  fometimes  by  a  bold  ftroke 
to  effedf  a  junction  with  the  Ruffians,  and  attack  Prince 
Henry,  fometimes  to  fit  down  before  Glatz,  Schweidnitz, 
or  Breflau;  and  thus  the  alarm  was  fpread  upon  every  fide, 
tipt  knowing  where  the  ftorm  would  fall. 

At  length  he  declared  himfelf.  Having  by  feveral  feints 
perfuaded  general  Fouquetthat  his  intentions  were  againft 
Schweidnitz,  that  general  marched  thither  a  confiderable 
body  of  his  troops,  and  left  Glatz  uncovered.  As  foon  as 
Laudohn  perceived  this  movement,  he  on  his  fide  made 
another,  and  poflefled  himfelf  of  Landfhut ;  and  when  he 
had  taken  Landfhut,  he  pretended  a  defign  of  fecuring  this 
poft  by  leaving  a  fmall  body  of  troops  there.  This  feint 
alfo  fucceeded,  and  drew  general  Fouquet  from  Schweid¬ 
nitz  back  again  to  Landfhut.  He  drove  the  Auftrians  from 
that  place  without  difficulty  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  Lau¬ 
dohn  made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  important  pafles,  by 
which  he  was  in  fome  fort  enabled  to  furround  the  corps  of 
General  Fouquet. 

The  commander  finding  himfelf  in  thofe  dangerous  cir- 
cumftances,  had  nothing  left  but  to  fortify  his  poft,  for- 
.  merly  made  a  very  ftrong;  one,  with  additional  works  % 
which  he  did  with  fuch  efteft,  that  it  had  more  the  refem- 
blance  of  a  regular  fortification  than  an  entrenchment.  How¬ 
ever,  the  army  he  commanded  was  far  from  numerous;  and 
he  was  obliged  to  weaken  it  ftill  farther  by  a  detachment  of 
2000  men,  to  preferve,  if  poffible,  a  communication  with 
Schweidnitz. 

Laudohn  longed  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  by  fome  capital 
ftroke ;  he  had  now  by  a  feries  of  very  artful  movements 
procured  a  moft  favourable  opportunity.  Firft,  therefore, 

Le  fhut  up  with  great  dexterity  the  pafles  on  every  fide,  and 

rendered 
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tendered  his  adverfary’s  retreat  impracticable.  Then  he 
becran  an  attack  on  the  Pruffian  entrenchments  in  T 
the  dead  of  the  night  in  three  different  places.  J 
The  fignal  for  the  a  (fault  was  given  by  four  hawbitzers 
fired  in  the  air.  The  Auftrians  ruffled  to  the  attack  with 
uncommon  fury,  and  maintained  it  with  fo  ffeady  a  refo- 
lution,  that  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the  two  ffrongefl: 
entrenchments  were  carried,  and  the  line  of  communicati¬ 
on  forced:  The  Pruflians  at  day-break  found  themfelves 
pufhed  back  from  hill  to  hill,  and  line  to  line,  to  their  laft 
entrenchments.  Their  rehffance  was  all  along  brave,  and 
their  retreat  regular.  The  enemy  purchafed  every  advan¬ 
tage  at  the  deareft  rate ;  but  at  laff  preffed  upon  every  fide, 
worn  down  by  a  terrible  daughter,  their  general  difabled 
by  two  mortal  wounds,  at  eight  in  the  morning  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  army  threw  down  their  arms  and  furrendered 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

On  the  fide  of  the  vanquifhed,  the  (lain  were  about4000. 
The  prifoners  were,  one  general  of  foot,  namely  general 
Fouquet;  two  major  generals;  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
officers  of  the  inferior  rank;  and  upwards  of  7000  private 
foldiers,  58  pieces  of  artillery,  with  a  number  of  colours. 
Never  was  a  more  entire  and  decifive  viCfory.  The  whole 
army,  general,  officers,  every  thing  was  deffroyed.  Scarce 
three  hundred  of  the  body  intrenched  by  Landfhut  efcaped. 
The  corps  alone  which  was  to  preferve  the  communicati¬ 
on,  together  with  fome  bodies  of  cavalry  who  had  not  been 
engaged,  with  difficulty  got  into  Schweidnitz,  where  they 
expe&ed  every  moment  to  be  befieged.  This  advantage 
coft  the  Auflrians  above  12000  men  killed  and  wounded.  ^ 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 


The  Aufrians  take  Glatz.  Situation  of  the  Pruffian  ar¬ 
mies.  King  of  Prujfia  inarches  towards  Silcfia  and  de¬ 
ceives  M.  faun.  King  of  Prujfia  returns  to  Saxony ; 
Siege  of  Drefden.  Town  burned.  Return  of  Dann . 
Siege  raifed.  Brcjlau  befieged  by  the  Aufrians .  March 
°f  Prince  Hcftry .  Laudohn  retreats * 

THIS  victory  was  purfued  with  as  much  rapidity  as  it 
was  obtained  with  courage  and  addrefs.  Earon  Lau^ 
iohn  immediately  returned  back  from  Landfhut,  fell 
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like  a  ftorm  upon  Glatz.  Glatz  confifts  of  two  fortreffes, 
the  old  and  the  new.  The  old  was  taken  by  ftorm ;  the 
new  Jurrendered  at  difcretion.  Two  thoufand  brave  men 
ana  fonie  good  works  could  not  defend  it  againft  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  Auftrians.  One  hundred  and  one  pieces  of 
brafs  cannon  were  taken.  Immenfe  magazines  of  provifi- 
on  and  military  ftores  piled  up  in  this  frontier  place  to  fa¬ 
vour  in  better  times  an  irruption  into  Bohemia,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  conqueror.  Every  thing  gave  way.  The 
pofteffion  of  Glatz  laid  all  Silefia  open,  and  the  Auftrians 
might  turn  their  arms  upon  any  fide  without  the  leaft  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  freedom  of  their  retreat.  Neither  was  there  any 
iort  of  army  to  give  the  leaft  obftru&ion.  The  King  of 
Pruftia  held  down  by  M.  Daun,  was  in  Saxony.  Prince 
Henry  was  alfo  at  a  great  diftance  towards  Cuftrin.  If  that 
Prince  attempted  to  move  to  the  relief  of  Silefia,  he  laid 
open  Brandenburgh,  and  even  Berlin  itfelf  to  the  irruptions 
of  the  Ruftians.  If  he  remained  in  his  poft,  Silefia  was  in¬ 
evitably  loft.  Even  his  fpeedieft  march  feemed  by  no  means 
a  certain  way  to  releive  it.  The  King  was  yet  further  dif- 
tant ;  and  any  motion  of  his  threatened  to  make  and  un¬ 
hinge  the  whole  fcheme  of  his  defence  ;  expofmg  at  once 
Saxony  and  Berlin.  The  lofs  of  his  third  army,  fmall  as 
that  army  was,  laid  him  under  difficulties  that  feemed  in¬ 
superable. 

Favoured  by  thefe  circumftances,  Laudohn  had  only  to 
chufe  what  direction  he  ftiould  give  his  arms.  Silefia,  as 
has  been  obferved,  lay  open  before  him.  Fie  had  threat¬ 
ened  Schweidnitz  ;  but  he  faw  that  Breflaw  was  a  place  of 
greater  confequence,  much  more  eafily  reduced,  and  that 
the  polteffion  of  it  facilitated  a  junction  with  the  Ruffians  ; 
a  point  on  which  the  ultimate  improvement  of  his  victory 
wholly  depended.  The  place  befides  is  of  fo  great  extent, 
and  the  works  of  fo  little  comparative  ftrength,  that  he 
had  no  fmall  hopes  of  mattering  it  before  Prince  Henry 
could  come,  it  he  ftiould  at  all  attempt  to  come  to  its  re¬ 
lief. 

He  therefore  delayed  no  longer  than  the  march  of  his 
heavy  artillery  and  the  neceftary  preparatives  required,  to 
lay  fiege  to  the  capital  of  Silefia,  of  whofe  fafety  the  moft 
fanguine  friends  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  began  to  difpair. 

But  in  the  interval  between  the  battle  of  Landftiut  and 
the  commencement  of  the  fiege  of  Brcflau,  the  King  of 
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Prufna  was  not  idle.  His  thoughts  were  continually  em¬ 
ployed  to  repair  this  di falter ;  all  ordinary  refources  were 
impracticable  or  ineffectual.  His  genius  alone  could  enter 
the  lifts  with  his  ill  fortune.  Placing  therefore  his  hopes 
in  himfelf,  he  aimed  by  a  daring  and  unexpected  ftroke,  to 
draw  even  from  fa  fevere  a  misfortune  fome  new  and  more 
brilliant  advantages’. 

In  purfance  of  the  plan  he  had  laid,  he  difpo-  July  2. 
fed  all  things  for  a  march  towards  Silefia,  and 
had  palled  the  Elbe  and  penetrated  through  a  woody  coun¬ 
try  without  oppofition ;  had  the  enemy  been  apprifed  of 
his  march  as  early  as  he  began  it,  it  had  been  attended  with 
great  and  unfurmountable  difficulties.  Marfhal  Daun  no 
fooner  had  advice  of  his  march,  than  he  alfo  immediately 
moved  with  the  utmoft  expedition  at  the  head  of  his  main 
army  towards  Silefia,  leaving  the  army  of  the  empire,  and 
a  body  under  General  Lacy,  to  awe  Saxony  in  his  abfence. 

The  two.  armies  continued  their  route  through  Lufatia  ; 
that  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  a  little  to  the  northward,  that 
of  Marfhal  Daun  to  the  fouthward  ;  both  apparently  pufh- 
ing  towards  the  fame  object,  and  with  equal  eagernefs.  But 
as  the  army  of  the  marfhal  had  rather  the  fhorter  cut  to 
make,  and  as  he  moved  with  far  greater  and  more  unaf¬ 
fected  diligence,  he  got  very  confiderably  the  ftart  of  the 
King. 

When  his  majefty  was  apprifed  that  M.  Daun 
had  gained  full  two  days  march  upon  him;  that  July  8 . 
he  had  actually  arrived  at  Gorlitz,  and  was  pufhing 
by  forced  marches  to  Lauban  ;  his  great  purpofe  was  ob¬ 
tained.  Immediately  he  ftruck  into  M.  Daun’s  track,  but 
wheeled  into  the  oppofite  direction,  repafled  the  Spree  near 
Bautzen,  and  whilft  every  one  imagined  him  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Silefia,  he  fuddenly  fprung  up  like  a  mine  before 
Drefden.  The  army  of  the  Empire  retired.  Lacy’s  corps  was 
obliged  to  fhift  its  fituation.  The  Pruffian  generals  Hulfen 
and  Ziethen,  who  had  probably  been  prepared  to  act  in  con¬ 
cert  with  the  King,,  joined  him  before  that  place, 
and  knowing  there  was  no  room  for  delay,  began  July  13. 
the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  vigour. 

Then  was  this  moft  unfortunate  city  a  third  time  expo- 
fed  to  the  fury  of  war.  The  inhabitants  fuffered  in  their 
habitations  for  the  weaknefs  of  the  works  ;  and  there  were 
armjes  both  without  and  within  of  fuel*  mutual  and  deter- 
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mined  rage,  and  fo  carelefs  of  all  things  but  their  enmity, 
t^at  t  ley  little  fcrupled  to  ftrike  at  each  other  through 
the  bodies  of  the  fuffering  Saxons.  All  Europe  had  now 
its  eyes  turned  to  the  event  of  this  mafterly  manoeuvre ;  and 
certainly  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  eventful  war,, 
-tl-ng  appeared  more  worthy  of  regard,  nor  at  any  time 
had  there  been  exhibited  a  piece  of  generalfhip  more  com- 
pleat,  than  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  march. 

,  Since  Drefden  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians* 
it  had  been  ftrengthened  with  the  addition  of  feveral  new 
works.  1  he  burning  of  the  fuburbs  by  the  Pruflians,  in 
order  to  keep  them  out,  became  an  advantage  to  them 
when  they  came  to  poflefs  the  town.  In  fhort,  the  place* 
\vcis  rendered  in  all  refpedfs  more  defenfible  than  formerly. 
It  had  alfo  a  very  large  garrifon  under  General  Macguire, 
an  officer  ot  courage  and  experience,  who  refolved  to  main¬ 
tain  it  to  the  laft  extremity :  when  he  was  fummoned  to. 
surrender,  he  made  anfwer,  That  it  v/as  impoflible  the 
king  could  have  been  apprifed  with  his  being  entrufted  with 
the  command  of  that  capital ;  otherwife  fo  great  a  captain 
as  his  majefty  would  not  make  fuch  a  propofal  to  an  officer  of 
his  Handing  ;  that  he  would  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  man; 
and  wait  whatever  the  kingfhould  think  proper  to  attempt.” 

Both  parties  being  therefore  infpired  with  the  utmoft 
refolution,  the  one  to  attack,  the  other  to  defend,  the  ftege 
was  puftied  on  by  every  method  of  force  and  addrefs ;  there 
was  fcarce  any  intermiffion  of  affaults,  furprizes,  coups  de 
mains,  fellies,  and  all  kind  of  adtions  ufed  on  fuch  occafions  ; 
and  all  the  molt  vigorous  in  their  way.  In  the  mean  time 
three  batteries  of  cann-on  and  mortars  played  continually* 
but  with  much  greater  damage  to  the  buildings  than  effedf 
on  the  fortifications. 

Marfhal  Daun  was  in  Silefta  when  he  heard  all  at  once 
of  the  deceit  put  upon  him  by  the  King  ofPruffia,  of  his 
return  to  Saxony,  of  the  fiege,  and  the  extreme  danger  of 
Drefden.  His  return  was  as  rapid  as  his  march  had  been. 
On  the  19th  he  appeared  within  a  league  of  Drefden.  His 
approach  only  caufed  the  Pruflians  to  redouble  their  efforts; 
that  day  they  had  received  reinforcements  of  heavy  cannon 
and  mortars,  and  battered  the  place  with  new  fury.  The 
cathedral  church,  the  new  fquare,  feveral  principal  ftreets* 
forne  palaces,  the  noble  manufactory  of  porcelain,  were  all 
entirely  reduced  to  a(he.§,. 
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The  fiege  continued  till  the  22d.  The  night  of  the  2ift, 
M.  Daun  had  thrown  fixteen  battalions  into  Drefden,  It 
was  in  vain  to  continue  any  longer  the  pretence  of  befieg- 
ing  a  whole  army  within  the  town,  whilft  at  the  fame  time 
there  was  another  army  tp  reinforce  it  without.  The  king 
withdrew  his  forces  without  moleftation  from  the  fuburbs, 
though  there  were  three  confiderable  armies  of  the  enemy 
in  the  neighbourhood,  befides  that  which  was  within  the 
walls. 

Thus  ended,  without  the  fuccefs  fo  maflerly,  a  proceed¬ 
ing  deferved,  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  famous  ftratagem.  But 
the  want  of  fuccefs  can  detradl  nothing  from  the  merit  of 
the  meafure.  By  drawing  Marfhal  Daun  from  Saxony  to 
Silefia  he  gained  the  ufe  of  eight  days,  free  of  obflrudtion 
from  the  enemy’s  grand  army  ;  eight  days  at  a  time  when 
hours  and  even  moments  were  critical.  In  this  time  he 
had  certainly  a  chance  at  leafl  of  reducing  Drefden  ;  and  by 
the  poffeffion  of  that  place  he  would  have  found  himfelf  in¬ 
finitely  better  able  to  carry  his  arms  to  the  defence  of  every 
part  of  his  territories  for  the  prefent,  and  for  the  future 
would  have  that  great  place  of  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfor¬ 
tune.  If  he  failed  in  this  attempt  his  affairs  were  precifely 
in  their  former  condition ;  and  he  could  not  fuffer  in  repu¬ 
tation  by  having  made  it. 

As  the  King  of  Pruflia  could  not  be  blamed  For  the  fpeedy 
return  of  Marfhal  Daun,  and  the  confequences  of  that  re « 
turn  ;  fo  neither  in  effedt  could  the  Marfhal  fuffer  any  juft 
imputation  in  having  been  deceived  by  the  king’s  march. 
He  knew  that  there  were  very  plaufible  motives  to  call,  and 
even  to  prefs  him  to  move  that  way.  He  knew  that  if  the 
king  fhould  get  into  Silefia  without  any  oppofition  from 
him,  Laudohn  might  not  only  be  deprived  of  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  he  could  hope  for  from  his  late  vidtory,  but  by  being 
attacked  by  the  united  armies  of  the  king  and  his  brother, 
would  run  the  rifque  of  a  defeat  that  might  fully  revenge 
that  of  Landfhut. 

Whatever  the  merit  of  either  of  the  commanders  might 
be  on  this  occafion,  it  is  certain  that  Laudohn  met  no  con¬ 
fiderable  obflrudtion. 

But  Laudohn  who  faw  all  things  prepared  for  an  obfti- 
nate  defence,  did  not  wholly  trull  to  his  military  manceu- 
vres.  He  fent  a  letter  to  the  governor  Count  Tavenzien, 
iQ  intimidate  him  by  the  difplay  of  his  ftrength.  He  fet 
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forth,  that  his  forces  confifted  of  50  battalions  and  Bo  fqua- 
trons  ;  that  the  Ruffian  army  of  7^,000  men  were  within 
three  days  march  ;  that  it  was  in  vain  for  the  governor  to 
expect  iuccour  from  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  was  then 
at  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe,  that  it  was  (till  more  vain 
to  look  for  relief  from  Prince  Henry,  who  could  fcarce 
hope  to  fend  his  own  ground  againft  the  grand  army  of 
the  Ruffians  ;  that  m  cafe  of  ohftinacy  he  could  expect  no 
reafonable  terms  :  and  that  thefe  were  the  lafe .  that  fhould 
offered.  Moreover  he  reminded  him  that  the  place 
was  a  mercantile  town,  not  a  fortrefs  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  defend  it  without  contravening  the  laws  of  war. 

I  hefe  rules,  by  which  honour  is  reduced  to  act,  not 
hy  its  own  feelings,  but  according  to  intrinfical  circum- 
ifanccs ;  rules  by  which  they  have  attempted  to.  determine 
exactly  and  mechanically  that  niceft  of  all  lines  which  dif- 
crimi  nates  courage  from  rafhnefs,  form  one  of  the  (Iron gelt 
instances  of  the  great  difference  between  the  antient  and 
modern  methods  and  ideas  of  war.  In  the  antient  times, 
a  brave  commander  would  have  anfwered  this  threatning 
EqefTage  in  general  terms  of  defiance.  But  Count  Taven- 
zien  refpedted  thefe  imaginary  laws.  He  took  care  to 
prove  that  in  defending  the  town,  he  did  not  infringe 
them;  and  fpoke  as  Laudohn  had  done  in  the  charadler 
©f  a  military  jurifconfult,  as  well  as  a  foldier ;  he  gave 
for  reply.  That  the  town  of  B reflaw  being  furrounded 
with  works  and  wet  ditches,  was  to  be  confidered  as  a 
place  of  {Length,  and  not  fimply  as  a  mercantile  town. 
That  the  Auftrians  themfelves  defended  it  as  fuch  in  1757, 
after  the  battle  of  Lifia.  That  the  king  had  command¬ 
ed  him  to  defend  it  to  the  lady  extremity,  that  therefore 
General  Laudohn  might  fee  it  was  not  from  humour  he 
had  refufed  to  liften  to  his  fummons.  That  he  was 
not  frighted  with  the  General’s  threats  to  deftroy  the  town; 
lor  he  was  not  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  houfes,  but 
the  fortifications. 

Laudohn  had  alfo  fent  in  a  memorial  in  the  fame  menac¬ 
ing  flile,  where  he  thought  it  might  have  a  greater  effeff, 
to  the  civil  magiftrates,  hoping  that  the  ruin  with  which 
the  town  was  threatened,  might  induce  them  join  with 
the  inhabitants,  io  perfuade  the  governor  to  a  fpeedy 
Surrender, 

All  thefe  menacing  meafures  feemed  to  argue  &  fear  in 
.  i  /  Baron 
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Baron  Laudohri,  that  the  Ruffians  were  not  fo  near  as  he 
pretended,  and  that  the  town  might  poffibly  be  releived  be¬ 
fore  their  arrival.  However  he  fhewed  them,  at  nine  of  the 
very  evening  of  the  me  flag  e,  that  his  threats- were  not  vain, 
by  a  terrible  difeharge  of  mortars  and  red  hot  balls  that 
fell  in  an  uninterrupted  fliower  upon  the  city  untill  midnight. 
During  this  fierce  bombardment,  that  made  a  dreadful 
havock  in  the  town,  he  attempted  the  out-works  by  afiault. 
His  Croats  attacked  the  covered-way  in  many  places  at  once, 
with  the  ufual  impetuofity  of  thole  brave  irregulars  ;  but 
they  were  received  and  xepulfed  with  a  refolution  equal  to 
their  own,  and  with  more  ffeadinefs. 

This  operation  of  this  dreadful  night  having  made  no  im- 
preffion  on  the  inflexible  determination  of  the  governor, 
Baron  Laudohnhad  once  more  recourfe  to  negotiation.  He 
now  changed  hisftile,  and  held  out  the  moft  flattering  pro- 
pofitions  ;  offering  to  grant  him  what  capitulations  he  fhould 
think  proper  to  alk,  and  even  to  leave  himfelf  to  draw  up 
the  articles.  The  governor  replied  that  the  firing  the  town 
had  made  no  change  in  his  refolution  ;  and  he  would  wait 
with  firmnefs  for  the  enemy  upon  the  ramparts  ;  but  that 
he  could  not  help  obferving  it  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
arms  to  begin  the  fiege  of  a  fortrefs,  by  ruining  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  The  meflenger  made  anfwer,  that  the  trenches 
would  be  foon  opened.  The  governor  faid,  it  was  what 
he  had  long  expedted. 

The  Auftrians,  foiled  in  their  hopes  from  treaty,  conti¬ 
nued  to  batter  the  town,  and  made  feveral  attacks  upon 
the  out-works  for  three  days  fucceffively.  They  found  every 
poll  bravely  defended  ;  the  Ruffian  army  did  not  appear, 
but  they  now  began  to  perceive  the  approach  of  another 
army  lefs  agreeable  ;  that  of  Prince  Henry  ;  which  having 
marched  with  the  utmoft  diligence  from  Great  Glogau,  now 
came  faff:  upon  him ;  and  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  reached 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  town. 

Laudohn  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  put  the  advantage 
he  had  gained,  and  thofc  which  he  had  yet  to  expedf  from 
the  management  of  time,  to  the  iflue  of  a  battle  ;  he  there- - 
fore  decamped  and  made  his  retreat  in  good  order,  but  with 
fufficient  quicknefs  ;  having  procured  from  this  enterprise 
only  the  wretched  fatisfaclion  of  reducing  a  great  part  of 
the  city  to  a  heap  ol  rubbifh,  and  of  having  revenged  upon 
Breflaw  fome  part  of  the  fuft'erings  of  Drefden, 
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CHAP.  V. 

Caufe  of  the  foivnefs  of  the  Allies  and  French.  Advantages 
on  the  fide  of  the  French.  Differences  between  Broglio  and 
St.  Germain .  AAarburg  and  Dillenburg  taken  by  the 
French.  Battle  of  Corbach.  / Hereditary  Prince  wounded 1 
Surprize  and  defeat ,  of  Monfieur  Glaubitz  at  Ermfdorf 
Ihe  Mies  change  their  camp.  Action  at  JVarbourg . 

THE  French  and  allied  armies  had  been  reinforced  Iri 
the  manner  we  have  already  mentioned.  But  the 
vigour  of  their  operations  did  not  altogether  correfpond  with 
what  might  have  been  expe&ed  from  their  ftrength  and 
mutual  animofity.  The  campaign,  at  leaft  in  any  effe&ive 
manner,  opened  late.  A  country  which  had  been  fo  long 
the  theatre  of  fo  ruinous  a  war,  had  been  too  much  wafted 
to  make  the  fubfiftence,  and  confequently  the  free  motion 
of  the  armies  eafy.  The  winter  had  been  fevere  and  long; 
and  it  was  not  untill  the  green  forage  appeared  plentifully 
above  ground,  that  thofe  great  bodies  of  cavalry,  which 
make  fo  large  a  part  in  our  modern  armies,  were  in  a 
condition  to  a &.  The  fufferings  of  the  Englifh  horfe, 
from  a  want  of  dry  forage,  during  a  great  part  of  the 
winter  and  the  fpring  had  been  extreme ;  this  obliged  them 
to  fall  much  farther  back  from  the  French  cantonments; 
and  to  moleft  them  lefs  than  they  otherwife  would  have  done* 
It  was  befides  a  lois,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign, 
they  had  fo  extenfive  a  tra<ft  between  them  and  Hanover ; 
which  by  an  artful  choice  ofpofts  might  have  been  yielded 
ftep  by  ftep,  and  the  campaign  fo  managed  and  fpun  out, 
that  the  feafon  of  adftion  muft  have  expired*  before  the 
French  could  have  reaped  any  decifive  advantage  from  their 
fuperiority. 

Although  the  French  were  during  the  winter  fupplied 
far  better  than  the  allies  with  all  neceffiaries  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Maine,  the  Mofelle  and  the  Rhine  ;  and  that 
the  countries  at  their  back  had  been  much  lefs  cohfumed 
by  the  war ;  yet  the  fame  difficulties  embarfafted  them  as 
foon  as  they  thought  of  taking  the  field,  and  quitting  their 
advantageous  cantonment.  Therefore  there  was  a  flow- 
nefs  in  the  principal  armies  upon  both  parts,  until  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  fummer* 
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Not  however,  but  that  fomething  was  attempted  in  this 
interval,  by  lefler  parties.  On  the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  feme 
anions  happened  between  the  army  of  St.  Germain,  and 
the  corps  of  General  Sporken,  who  was  polled  at  Dulmen, 
to  obferve  the  French  in  that  quarter.  Dulmen  formed 
the  right  flank  of  the  chain  of  cantonments  made  by  the 
allied  army,  which  extended  its  left  to  the  fouth-eaft  iron- 
tiers  of  the  country  of  Hefle,  above  an  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  diftant.  The  Hereditary  Prince  who  was  on  that 
Wing,  exerted,  as  much  as  circumflances  would  permit,  his 
ufual  adlivity  and  enterprize.  He  threw  himfelf  into  the 
diftridt  of  Fulda  ;  he  laid  it  under  an  heavy  contribution 
and  broke  up  feveral  French  corps  that  were  polled  there. 

Thefe  adlions  decided  nothing.  The  French  army  fu- 
perior  in  numbers,  and  in  lituation,  advanced  ;  and  the 
allies,  who  feemed  to  have  chofen  the  defenfive,  gradually 
retired.  In  eftedl,  if  the  French  had  purfued  their  original 
plan,  it  would  have  proved  almoll  impoflible  for  the  allied 
army  to  maintain  its  ground.  It  St.  Germain,  poU'eHed  of 
Cleves-,  Welelj  and  Dufleldorp,  had  advanced  on  the  fide 
of  Munller  ;  and  M.  Broglio  moving  forward  through  the 
country  of  Hefle,  had  made  a  ftrong  detachment  to  the 
eallward  of  the  Wefer,  whilll  with  his  main  body  he  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  the  allies  would 
fhortly  have  found  themfelves  enclofed  upon  three  Tides  ; 
and  nothing  could  have  extricated  them  but  a  capital  vic¬ 
tory  obtained  under  every  difadvantage. 

The  French  army  was  fufficiently  numerous  for  theft 
operations.  But  it  was  fufpecled  that  the  jealoufy  which 
fubfilled  between  M.  de  St.  Germain  and  the  Duke  of 
Broglio  prevented  their  being  carried  into  execution.  This 
mifunderllanding  daily  increafed.  Infomuch,  that  M. 
Broglio  thought  fit  to  order  the  corps  of  St.  Germain  to 
unite  itfelf  with  the  grand  army.  The  count,  who  could 
not  brook  obedience  to  a  younger  officer,  and  one  befides 
with  whom  he  was  not  on  the  bell  terms,  re¬ 
tired  from  the  fervice.  He  had  only  ferved  be-  July  23. 
fore  upon  condition  of  commanding  an  army  en¬ 
tirely  dillindl,  and  under  his  own  particular  orders.  This 
difference  deprived  France  of  one  of  its  moll  able  generals, 
and  difconcerted  one  of  its  moll  promifed  fchemes  of 
operation. 

Before  this  mifuncki Handing  had  produced  thefe  effe£ls. 
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the  affairs  of  the  French  went  on  with  all  imaginable 
profperity.  ,  The  principal  army  not  retarding  itfelf,  by 
confederation  of  the  places  of  ffrength  which  the  allies 
poffeOfed  in  their  front,  the  caftles  of  Marburg  and  Dillen- 
bourg,  puflied  forward  into  the  landgraviate  of  Heffe, 
leaving  detachments  to  reduce  thofe  fortreffes*  The  firff 
of  which  furrendered  on  the  30th  of  June,  the  latter  held 
out  to  the  1 6th  of  July$  but  the  garrifons  of  both  fur- 
rendered  prifoners  of  war. 

In  the  mean  time  whilft  M.  Broglia  advanced 
July  iOi  on  the  fide  of  Heffe ;  the  corps  of  St.  Germain 
had  penetrated  through  the  dutchy  of  Weftphalia, 
and  the  two  armies  joined  near  a  place  called  Corbach. 
The  allied  army  had  fallen  back  from  the  poft  they  occu¬ 
pied  at  Fritzlar,  and  were  retreating  towards  the  river 
Dymel.  As  yet  they  had  received  no  advice  of  the  dreaded 
junction  of  the  French  armies  ;  but  as  it  was  imagined  that 
the  corps  of  St,  Germain  Only  moved  that  way,  and  the 
vanguard  only  of  that  corps  could  be  arrived  at  Corbach, 
which  could  not  be  eftimated  at  more  than  iorooo  foot, 
and  17  fquadrons  at  the  utmoft,  the  Hereditary  Prince 
formed  a  fceme  of  attacking  and  driving  them  from  that 
pofr. 

When  he  had  begun  the  attack,  contrary  to  his  expec¬ 
tation  he  found  the  enemy  already  formed  ;  but  it  was  now 
impoffible  to  recede.  The  adlion  grew  every  moment 
more  furious  and  bloody.  The  French  flood  their  ground 
with  firmnefs,  and  the  main  army  being  extremely  near, 
inflead  of  being  wafted  in  the  adtion,  they  grew  more  nu¬ 
merous  by  the  reinforcements  that  were  continually  fent. 

In  this  fttuation  it  was  neceffary  that  the  Prince  fhould 
make  as  fpeedy  a  retreat  as  poffible ;  but  the  difficulty  of 
drawing  out  of  the  held  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  before  an 
enemy  quite  frefh,  and  every  inftant  reinforced,  may  be 
eafily  imagined.  To  compleat  this  difficulty,  forjae  bodies 
of  the  German  troops  both  horfe  and  foot  fell  into  great 
confufion.  The  enemy  faw  it  at  the  firft  glance,  and  tor 
increafe  it  to  the  utmoft  diforder,  pufhed  forward  upon 
them  with  a  numerous  artillery  and  a  large  body  of  cavalry. 
The  allied  army  Teemed  to  be  in  the  way  of  inevitable  ruin. 

In  this  exigence  the  Hereditary  Prince,  as  his  laft  re^ 
fource,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  Bland’s1 
and  Howard’s  regiments  of  dragroons.  By  thefe  the  un¬ 
common 
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common  heroifm  of  their  young  leader  was  perfectly  le- 
conded.  They  charged  the  enemy  with  the  utmoft  fury, 
flopped  their  career  of  their  victorious  horfe  *  and  enabled 
the  alied  battalions  to  make  an  undifturbed  retreat. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  was  wounded  in  this  aCtion ; 
about  900  men  were  killed,  wounded,  or  prifoners,  fifteen, 
pieces  of  cannon,  the  whole  of  the  artillery,  was  left  to  the 
enemy,  but  ftill  in  their  circumftances  to  have  avoided  a 
total  defeat,  was  in  fome  fort  victory.  The  well-timed 
impetuofity  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
Englifh  horfe,  could  not  be  too  highly  praifed.  The  Prince 
retired  to  the  main  army  of  the  allies,  who  had  now  pofTef- 
fed  themfelves  of  the  ftrong  poft  of  Saxenhaufen:  whilft 
the  French  continued  oppofite  to  them  in  the  no  lefa  ftrong 
poft  of  Corbach,  which  they  had  acquired  by  their  vi&ory  j 
and  here  for  fome  time  they  watched  each  other. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  fuffered  more  by  this  check  than 
from  the  wounds  he  had  received.  His  mind,  forgetful  ot 
his  pain  and  weaknefs,  only  brooding  over  his  defeat,  feek- 
ing  out  with  anxiety  an  opportunity  of  revenging  his  lofs 
by  fome  bold,  fignal,  and  unexpected  ftroke  againft  the 
enemy.  It  was  not  long  before  an  opportunity  prefented 
itfelf. 

Advice  had  been  received,  that  among  the  detachments 
which  the  French  employed  to  reduce  thofe  fortrefl'es 
which  the  allies  had  garrifoned  on  their  retreat,  there  was 
one  very  confiderable,  formed  of  French  and  Saxon,  under 
Monf.  Glaubitz,  moving  towards  Zigenhagen,  a  place  of 
importance  in  the  landgrave  of  HelTe.  The  Hereditary 
Prince  undertook  to  relieve  it,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  feleded  fix  battalions  of  the  German  troops,  14  July, 
two  brigades  of  hunters,  a  regiment  of  huflars, 
and  Eliot’s  light  dragoons,  Although  this  laft  corps  was 
but  juft  arrived,  had  been  newly  railed,  and  had  never  feen 
any  kind  of  fervice,  the  Prince  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
their  countenance,  that  he  chofe  them  preferably  to  all 
other  for  his  difficult  enterprize,  and  the  event  proved  that 
he  was  not  miftakeii. 

Monf,  Glaubitz  remained  in  the  moft  perfeCt  fecurity  ; 
fle  was  under  no  fort  of  apprehenfion  of  being  molefted 
by  a  detachment  of  an  army  fixty  miles  diftance,  under 
fhe  eye,  and  as  it  were,  guard  of  a  fuperior  body  which 
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t  £  Qemanded  ^ts  attention  ;  when  on  a  fudden  her 
JUxy  16.  found  himfelf  attacked  with  the  utmoft  violence. 

1  he  Hereditary  Prince  having  reconnoitred  his 
pohtion,  made  a  detour  of  two  leagues  through  woods  and 
mountains,  fell  upon  his  left,  whilft  the  reft  of  his  troops 
climbed  the  mountains  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  rulhed 
with  the  fame  fpirit  upon  the  right. 

Glaubitz  had  fcarce  time  to  form  his  troops  ;  and  they 
were  only  formed  to  be  immediately  broken.  They  retired 
with  precipitation,  leaving  their  camp  and  all  it  contained 
to  the  enemy.  'T  he  Prince  had  fo  difpofea  his  cavalry  as 
to  cut  off  tne  retreat  of  fome  •  but  the  moft  confideraBle 
part  gained  ground  upon  him.  On  this  occafion  he  relied 
entirely  on  Elliot’s  horfe,  as  it  was  altogether  impoffible 
for  the  infantry,  already  haraffed  by  the  action,  and  a  moft 
fatiguing  forced  march  of  two  days,  to  follow  them.  At 
the  head  of  this  borfe  he,  overtook  the  fugitives  as  they 
came  out  of  a  wood,  charged  and  broke  them  five  different 
times,  feperated  a  body  of  500  from  the  reft,  furrounded 
them,  and  obliged  them  to  throw  down  their  arms.  Hav¬ 
ing  routed  this,  with  the  like  rapidity,  he  flew  to  another 
body  who  had  taken  poft  near  a  wrood,  furrounded  them  in 
the  fame  manner;  fummoned  and  received  them  all  prifo- 
ners  of  war.  A  regiment  of  the  enemy’s  huffars  was  en¬ 
tirely  cut  to  pieces.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  compleat  his 
victory.  Elliot’s  light  horfe,  proud  to  be  led  on  by  the 
Prince  himfelf,  and  worthy  of  that  honour,  had  the  greateft 
fhare  of  the  glory  and  fufferings  of  that  day.  So  young  a 
corps  had  never  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  itfelf.  No  more 
than  79  of  the  allies  were  killed  in  this  a&ion,  but  of  thefe 
71  were  of  this  fingle  regiment. 

The  numbers  of  the  enemy  killed  is  not  known,  but  for  a 
'  time  the  flaughter  was  terrible.  General  Glaubitz  himfelf 
was  made  prifoner,  together  with  the  Prince  of  Anhalt. 
There  were  befides  177  officers,  and  2482  private  men. 
A  greater  number  of  prifoners  could  fcarely  be  expedfed 
from  a  vidtory  in  a  general  engagement.  The  trophies 
were  nine  pair  of  colours  and  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  In  all 
the  Petite  Gurre  of  this  campaign,  (and  the  campaign  be¬ 
tween  the  French  and  the  allies  was  almoft  wholly  made  up 
of  fuch,)  this  was  by  far  the  moft  billiant  action  ;  and  alone 
might  have  eftablifhed  the  reputation  of  the  Hereditary 
jPrince,  if  any  thing  had  been  wanting  to  eftablifh  him  the 
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firft  man  of  his  age,  in  that  fpecies  of  war.  He  returned 
to  the  camp  of  Saxenhaufen,  without  moleftation,  having 
fully  revenged  the  affair  of  Corbach. 

Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  remain  long  after  this  a£Hor* 
in  his  camp  at  Saxenhaufen.  By  fo  advanced  a  pofition,  the 
landgraviate,  and  even  Hanover,  lay  too  open  to  the  enemies 
incurfions.  He  therefore  took  his  camp  at  a  place  called 
Kalle,  in  a  fiuatjon  nearer  to  Caffel  On  this  M.  Broglio 
formed  a  plan,  which  the  greatnefs  of  his  army  in  fomq 
fort  enabled  him  to  execute.  The  Chevalier  de  Muy,  who 
commanded  in  the  room  of  the  Count  St.  Germain,  was 
ordered  to  crofs  the  Dymel  at  Statbergen,  with  his  referve, 
confiftingof  35,000  men,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  allies  from 
their  communication  with  Weftphalia.  Whilft  the  reft  of 
the  French,  dividing  themfelves  into  two  bodies,  moved, 
the  main  army  under  M.  Broglio  towards  Duke  Ferdinands 
camp  at  Kalle,  the  referve  under  Prince  Xavier  of  Saxony 
towards  Caffel. 

Thefe  important  movements  obliged  Prince  Ferdinand  to 
fet  himfelf  alfo  in  motion  ;  and  as  he  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  make  detachments  of  fufficient  ftrength,  he  crofted  the 
Dymel  with  his  grand  army,  in  order  to  fight  the  Chevalier 
deMuy.  ' 

His  Serene  Highnefs  formed  his  main  body  on  -r  . 
the  heights  of  Corbach,  and  moved  towards  the  31  Juv* 
enemy,  who  were  advantageoufly  pofted  near  Warbourg; 
in  the  mean  time  the  Hereditary  Prince  with  two  columns 
wheeled  round  the  enemy’s  left,  and  began  a  vigorous  at¬ 
tack  at  once  upon  that  flank,  and  upon  their  rear.  The 
French  commander  poured  reinforcements  on  that  quarter. 
An  hot  engagement  was  there  maintained  with  equal  obfti- 
nacy  for  near  four  hours.  Whilft  this  combat  continued 
with  uncertain  fortune  on  the  left,  Prince  Ferdinand  caufed 
fome  bodies  to  file  off  towards  the  French  bridges  on  the 
Dymel  to  their  right,  by  which  he  propofed  to  attack  alfo 
on  that  fide,  and  intercept  them  on  their  retreat ;  at  the 
fame  time  the  main  of  his  army  advanced  with  the  utmoft: 
expedition  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front. 

The  French  now  faw  themfelves  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger  of  being  furrounded.  Already  their  left,  attacked 
in  flank  and  rear  by  the  Hereditary  Prince,  began  to  give 
way  :  his  fire  became  every  moment  fuperior  3  and  the  eay- 
lieft  retreat  was  the  fafeft. 


As 
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As  foon  as  Prince  Ferdinand  perceived  the  enemy  to  re¬ 
tire,  he  law  it  abfolutely  in  vain  to  think  of  bringing  his 
infantry  upon  their  front.  The  Englifh  cavalry  alfo,  upon 
which  he  chiefly  confided,  was  too  diftant  to  give  almoft 
any  hope  that  they  could  be  made  to  act.  But  the  Englifh 
cavalry  out-did  his  expectations,  and  indeed  all  former  ex¬ 
amples.  They  confidered  themfelves  as  defrauded  of  their 
fhare  of  the  glory  of  Minden  :  and  they  panted  for  an  oc- 
cafion  of  fignalizing  their  courage ;  and  their  commanders. 
Lord  Granby  and  Moftyn,  forwarded  their  ardour,  know¬ 
ing  that  great  actions  are  commonly  tranfgreflions  of  ordi¬ 
nary  rules. 

They  came  up  five  miles  on  a  full  trot,  (the  Germans 
Called  it  a  gallop)  without  being  blown,  without  the  leaft 
confufion  or  diforder,  and  attacked  the  enemies  cavalry  and 
infantry  feveral  times.  The  greateft  part  of  the  enemies 
horfe  fell  back  and  did  notftand  the  charge.  The  Englifh 
artillery  were  brought  up  with  the  fame  furprizing  quick- 
nefs,  and  employed  with  the  fame  powerful  effect .  Captain 
Phillips  had  done  more  with  artillery  than  had  been  thought 
poffible  at  Minden;  and  he  exceeded  it  at  Warbourg. 
The  Englifh  foot  vied  with  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 
made  fuch  earneft  efforts  to  come  to  action,  that  in  drain¬ 
ing  their  paffage  through  moraffy  ground  and  in  burning- 
weather,  feveral  foldiers  dropped  down  on  their  march. 
But  they  were  too  late  to  engage,  and  probably  in  their 
wafted  condition  it  was  well  that  it  fo  happened. 

The  French  made  a  precipitate  retreat  towards  Statberg  ; 
feveral  were  drowned  in  pafling  the  Dymel ;  1500  were  left 
on  the  field  of  battle ;  as  many  were  made  prifoners.  Ten 
pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  ;  but  they  confoled  themfelves 
in  having  loft  no  colours.  The  lofs  of  the  allied  army  in 
general  has  not  been,  that  I  can  find,  publifhed.  That  of 
the  Englifh  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  was  590,  but 
then  the  battle  lay  chiefly  on  them,  and  the  killed  included 
in  that  number  were  but  about  130  (a). 


(a)  Prince  Ferdinand  of  BrunfnvicPs  Letter  to  Bis  Majefiy9 
partiaslarifing  the  Battle  of  Warbourg. 

SIR,  Warbourg ,  Aug,  j. 

I  Have  the  honour  of  acquainting  your  Majefty  with  the  defeat 
of  the  tefeive  under  the  Chevalier  de  May  r  who  having  pafted 
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So  brilliant  a  fuccefs  following  clofe  on  the  heels  of  the 
former,  raifed  the  reputation  of  the  allied  arms.  As  con- 
fiderable  an  advantage  might  have  well  been  expe&ed  from 

it* 

.  v  .  '  - — -  ■  -  -  -- 

% 

the  Dymel  at  Stadbergen,  extended  his  corps  down  the  banks  of 
that  river,  in  order  to  cut  me  off  from  Wejipbalia ,  whilff  M.  de 
Broglio  was  advancing  with  his  main  army  towards  my  camp  at 
Ka/le,  and  Prince  Xavier  with  his  referve,  on  our  left  toward* 
CaJJeL  Hereupon  I  determined  to  leave  General  Kielmanfegge 
with  a  body  of  troops  at  Caffel  fof  the  protection  of  that  city,  and 
to  march  myfelf  with  the  army  the  night  of  the  30th,  in  order  to 
pafs  the  Dymel  between  Liebenau  and  Dringelburg  •  which  was 
happily  executed.  The  Hereditary  Prince  who  had  paffed  the 
Dymel  on  the  29th,  to  go  and  reinforce  General  Sporcke  (who  was 
polled  (ince  the  28th  between  Liebenau,  and  Corbeke )  reconnitred 
the  petition  of  the  Chevalier  de  Muy,  who  from  the  30th  in  the 
morning  was  in  poffelliorf  of  a  very  advantageous  camp  between* 
IVarbourg  and  Ochfendorff.  It  was  agreed,  that  the  Prince  and 
M.  Sporcke  ihould  turn  the  enemy’s  left,  whilit  I  advanced  with  the 
army  upon  their  front ;  which  was  done  with  all  poflible  fuccefs  ; 
the  eneaiy  being  attacked  almoft  in  the  fame  inflant  by  M.  Spore  kg 
and  the  Hereditary  Prince  in  flank  and  in  rear.  As  the  infantry 
of  the  army  could  not  march  fall  enough,  to  charge  at  the  fame 
time,.  I  ordered  my  Lord  Granby  to  advance  with  the  cavalry  of 
the  right.  The  Englijh  artillery  got  up  on  a  gallop f  and  feconded 
the  attack  in  a  furprizing  manner.  All  the  troops  have  done  well* 
and  particularly  the  Englijh ,  The  French  cavalry,  though  very 
numerous,  retreated,  as  foon  as  ours  advanced  to  charge  them, 
excepting  only  three  fquadrons*,  that  kept  their  ground,  but 
were  foon  broke.  A  part  of  the  Englijh  cavalry  then  fell  upon 
the  enemy’s  infantry,  which  fuffered  extremely  ;  and  particularly 
the  regiment  of  Lockmann  Swifs.  I  ordered  an  attack  to  be  made 
On  the  town  of  IVarbourg  by  the  Legion  Britannique ;  and  the 
enemy  finding  themfelves  thus  attacked  upon  their  two  flanks,  in 
front  and  rear,  retired  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  and  with 
the  lofs  of  many  men,  as  well  from  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  as 

from 

*  [A-fquadron  of  French  horfe  when  complete.  Is  160  men, 
of  dragoons  180. — This  ferves  to  confirm  what  Colonel  Sloper 
laid  on  Lord  G,  S's  trial.  That  had  the  front  of  the  cavalry  moved 
raft  enough  to  have  obliged  the  regiment  he  commanded  to  have 
galloped ,  it  was  his  opinion  it  would  have  come  up  fit  for  bufinefs, 

and  would  have  beat  any  three  French  fquadrons  it  could  have 
wet  with.] 
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it;  but  according  to  the  ufual  play  of  fortune  in  this  war; 
the  hrft  account  that  followed  the  defeat  of  fo  large  a  part 
of  the  French  army,  was,  that  with  a  rapid  and  unrefifted 

tide 


from  the  attacks  of  the  cavalry*  Many  were  droWned  in  the 
Dymel  in  attempting  to  ford  it.  The  enemy’s  lofs  in  men  is  very 
eonfiderable :  I  cannot  exactly  afcertain  it,  but  it  is  fuppofed,  that 
they  have  left  fifteen  hundred  men  upon  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
the  amount  of  the  prifoners  we  have  made,  probably  exceeds  that 
number.  W e  have  taken  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  with  fome  colours. 
The  lofs  on  our  fide  is  very  moderate,  and  falls  chiefly  upon  the 
brave  battalion  of  Maxwell's  Englijh  Grenadiers ,  which  did  won¬ 
ders.  Colonel  Beckwith ,  who  commanded  the  brigade,  formed 
of  Englijh  Grenadiers  and  Scotch  Highlanders ,  diftillguifhed  hilll~ 
felf  greatly,  and  has  been  wounded  in  the  head. 

My  Lord  Granby ,  with  the  Englijh  cavalry,  has  contributed 
extremely  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  day.  I  charge  Capf.  Fauci tt ,  his 
Lordthip’s  Aid-de-Camp,  with  this  letter,  to  be  delivered  to  your 
Majefly,  and  to  give  your  Majefly  a  more  particular  account  of 
the  aCfjbn  from  his  own  mouth,  till  I  can  have  the  honour  of  lay¬ 
ing  at  your  Majefly’s  feet  a  more  extenfive  and  circumftantial  re¬ 
lation. 

1  am9  with  the  mo  ft  profound  reJpeB, 

Sir ,  Your  Majefly  s  mo  ft  obedient  coufln  and  fer<vant9 

Ferdinand  Due  de  Brunjwic  £5*  de  Lunebourgl 

*The  Marquis  of  Granby  s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Holderneffe • 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion,  that  I  have  the  honour  of 
acquainting  your  Lordfhip  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince  yefterday  morning. 

General  Sporken' s  corps  marched  from  the  camp  at  Kalle  Lie* 
henau ,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  ;  the  Hereditary 
Prince  followed,  the  fame  evening,  with  a  body  of  troops,  among 
which  were  two  Englijh  battalions  of  Grenadies,  the  two  oft 
Highlanders, ,  and  four  fquadrons  of  Dragoons,  Cope's  and 
Conway's . 

The  army  was  under  arms  all  the  day  on  the  30th  ;  and 
about  eleven  at  night,  marched  off  in  fix  columns  to  Liebenau . 
About  five  the  next  morning,  the  whole  army  aflembled,  and 
formed  on  the  heights  of  Corbeke .  1.  he  Hereditary  Prince  was, 

at  this  time,  marching  in  two  columns,  in  order  to  turn  ^ie 
enemy’s  left  flank  ;  which  he  did,  by  marching  to  Donhelburg , 
leaving  Klein- Eder  on  his  left,  and  forming  in  two  lines,  with  his 
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tide  of  fuccefs,  they  had  reduced  Caflel,  Eimlrach,  and 
Ziegenhayn ;  by  which  they  became  matters  of  the  whole 
landgraviate  of  Heffe  ;  that  "they  had  puttied  into  the  king’s 

territories. 


left  towards  Doffel,  and  liis  right  near  Grimbeck,  oppofite  to  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy,  whole  polition  was,,  with  the  left  to  the 
high  hill  n£ar  OJJ'endorff,  and  their  right  to  W  arbour g^  into  which 
place  they  had  flung  Fifcher's  corps.  The  Hereditary  Pnnce  im¬ 
mediately  attacked  the  enemy's  flank ;  and  after  a  very  fharp  dif- 
pute,  obliged  them  to  give  way  ;  and,  by  a  continual  fire,  kept 
forcing  them  to  fall  back  upon  Warbourg .  The  army  was,  at 
this  time,  marching  with  the  greateft  diligence  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  front ;  but  the  infantry  could  not  get  up  in  time;  Ge¬ 
neral  IValdegrave,  at  the  head  of  the  Britijh ,  preffed  their  march 
as  much  as  poffible  ;  no  troops  could  fliew  more  eagernefs  to  get 
up,  than  they  fhewed.  Many  of  the  men,  from  the  heat  of  the 
weather,  and  over- drain ing  themfelyesto  get  on,  through  morally 
and  very  difficult  ground,  dropped  down  on  their  march. 

General  MoJt\n ,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Britijh  cavalry 
that  was  formed  on  the  right  of  our  infantry,  on  the  other  fide  of 
3  large  wood,  upon  receiving  the  Dukes  orders  to  come  up  with 
the  cavalry  as  fatt  as  poffible,  made  fo  much  expedition,  bringing 
them  up  at  a  full  trot*  though  the  diftance  was  near  five  miles, 
that  the  Britijb  cavalry  had  the  happinefs.  to  arrive  in  time)  to 
ttiare  the  glory  of  the  day,  having  fuccefsfully  charged  feveral 
times  both  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  infantry. 

I  fhould  do  iiijuftice  to  the  general  officers,  to  every  officer  and 
private  man,  of  the  cavalry,  if  1  did  not  beg  your  lordfhip  would 
affure  his  majefty,  that  nothing  could  exceed  their  gallant  beha¬ 
viour  on  that  occafion. 

Captain  Phillips  made  fo  much  expedition  with  his  cannon,  as 
to  have  an  opportunity,  by  a  fevere cannonade,  to  oblige  thefe 
who  had  patted  the  DymeJ  and  were  formed  on  the  other  fide,  to 
retire  with  the  utmott  precipitation. 

I  received  his  Serene  Higbnrfs’s  orders  yefterday  in  the  evening, 
to  pafs  the  river  after  them,  with  12  Britijh  battalions,  and  10 
fquadrons ;  and  am  now  encamped  upon  the  heights  of  Wilday 
about  four  miles  from  W arbour g,  on  the  heights  of  which  their 
grand  army  is  encamped. 

M.  de  Muy  is  now  retiring  from  the  heights  of  VolkmiJJ'en,  where 
he  lay  under  arms  laft  night,  towards  Wolfjbagen ,  I  cannot  give 
your  lordfhip  an  account  of  the  lofs  on  either  fide.  Capt.  Paueitt t 
whom  1  lend  off  with  this,  fhallget.  all  intelligence  lie  can  upon 
this  head  before  he  fets  of L 

G  R  A  N  B  Y. 

r.  s. 
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territories,  feized  upon  Gottingen  and  Munden,  and  threat^ 
ened  Hanover  itfelf.  In  fhort,  almoft  the  word:  confe- 
quences  which  could  have  arifen  from  a  defeat  followed  a 

victory ; 

1  .  ,  ,  M1 - -  .  .  .  .  -  - 

P.  S.  Saturday  morning  fix  o'clock.  I  have  juft  joined  the 
grand  army  with  my  detachment. 

[Capt.  Faucitt  arrived  at  London  in  the  afternoon  Auguf%,  and 
according  to  a  fho  it  account  of  this  aft  ion  publifhed  in  a  gazette- 
extraordinary  in  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  M.  Muys  corps  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  upwards  of  3^,000  men  ;  the  hereditary  Prince's  corps, 
when  joined  to  that  of  Gen.  Sporke ,  confided  of  24 battalions  and 
zi  fquadrons.] 

Total  lofs  fuftained  in  the  cavalry  in  killed,  wounded  and  mif¬ 
fing,  164.  Total  lofs  fuftained  in  the  Grenadiers  and  Highlanders 
in  killed,  wounding  and  milling,  415.  Bombardiers,  gunners, 
and  matroffes,  killed,  wounded  and  milling,  11.  Total  590. 

Fits  Serene  Highnefs  Prince  Ferdinand's  Orders  after  the  Battle . 

W arbourg  Camp,  Friday ,  Augujl  1,  176c. 

HIS  Serene  Highnefs  again  renews  the  compliments  of  thanks, 
that  he  gave  in  general  terms  yefterday  to  the  generals,  officers, 
regiments,  and  corps,  who  were  then  engaged,  and  who,  by  their 
valour  and  excellent  conduct,  gained  fo  complete  a  viftory  over 
the  enemy;  and  orders  his  thanks  to  bepublickly  given  to  Lord 
Granby ,  under  whofe  orders  the  Briti/h  cavalry  performed  pro¬ 
digies  of  valour,  which  they  could  not  fail  of  doing,  having  his 
Lordfhip  at  their  head,  and  the  other  general  officers  of  the  Britijh 
cavalry,  who  by  their  examples  lliewed  the  troops  they  led  to 
the  charge,  how  much  they  afted  with  an  aftonilliing  courage, 
and  a  prefence  of  mind  not  to  be  equalled.  His  Serene  Highnejs  is 
much  oliged  to  them,  and  gives  infinite  thanks  as  well  to  them, 
as  to  all  the  officers  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  the  whole 
Britijh  cavalry,  and  principally  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jchnfon  of 
Conway's  regiment  ;  the  family  of  Lord  Granby ,  in  particular 
Capt.  Vftiighan,  are  hereby  delired  to  receive  the  fame  compli¬ 
ment  of  t  hanks,  as  they  conftantly  attended  Lord  Granby  in  the 
different  attacks  of  the  cavalry,  and  executed  his  Lordinips 
orders  in  the  moll  punctual  manner. 

The  corps  of  brave  Grenadiers,  who  fo  much  contributed  to 
the  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  day  receive  by  this  the  juft  praife 
due  to  them.  His  Serene  Highnefs  cannot  enough  acknowledge 
how  much  efteem  and  regard  he  has  tor  them :  lie  orders  his  bell 

thanks  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Beck<w<ih  and  Major  Maxwell,  a  s 

alia 


f 
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viftory  ;  and  whilft  in  England  we  gave  loofe  to  our  joy- 
on  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms,  the  French  were  taking  the 
moll  important  places  of  our  allies. 

The  fad  was  that  Prince  Ferdinand  mud  have  been  fen- 
fible,  that  in  quitting  his  camp  at  Kalle,  and  taking  poll:  to 
the  northward  of  the  Dymel,  he  in  a  great  meafure,  laid 
open  Caffel  and  the  whole  territory  of  Heffe  to  the  French  ; 
nay,  that  by  this  movement  nothing  was  left  to  hinder  their 
entering  the  Hanoverian  dominions  on  the  right  of  the 
Weler.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  rifques,  the  ftep  he 

E  2  -  toolc 
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alfo  to  the  three  Captains  of  the  B rttifh  artillery,  Phillips ,  M  Same 
and  Stevens,  who  fo  well  managed  their  artillery.  All  the  re¬ 
giments  under  the  command  of  his  Serene  liighnejs  the  Hereditary 
Ptince,  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Sporcken,  from  the  Generals  down  to  the 
private  men,  are  particularly  thanked  by  his  Serene  Highnefs , 
for  the  good  conduct  and  courage  with  which  they  fought 

yefterday.  . 

Major-General  Bredenbeck ,  at  the  head  of  Cope  s  regiment,  who 

fimialized  himfelf  fo  much,  is  efpecially  thanked,  as  is  Colonel 
Hund  of  the  Hrffian  artillery  by  whofe  care  his  artillery  was  io 


well  managed. 

Major  Bulow,  with  the  Britijh  Legion  manoeuvred  the  whole 
day  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  who  did  them  infinite  damage, 
his  Serene  Highnefs  returns  him  many  thanks,  and  allures  him  that 
he  fhall,  on  all  occafions,  retain  a  proper  fenfe  thereof.  In  fine, 
his  Serene  Higbnef  gives  many  thanks  to  thofe  who  accompanied 
his  perlon,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  fuite,  particularly  to  the  brave 
Capt.  Winfenrood ,  who  is  very  much  wounded  ;  Capt.  Carpenter % 
greatly  contributed  to  the  taking  of  feveral  of  the  enemy  s  cannon  ; 
Count  Daunanx) ,  who  was  inflrumental  in  making prisoners  a  great 
number  of  Fifcher's  corps;  Capt.  Sloper ,  Major  of  brigade  Hor- 
dinburg  ;  and  Capt.  Mallortie  ;  who  at  all  times  executed  with 
alacrity  and  exadtnefs  the  orders  they  received  from  him. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  defires  that  on  the  firft  occafton  the  army 
Will  return  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  the  fuccefs  of  yellerday, 
and  flatters  himfelf  that  by  hisafliftance  and  the  bravery  lhewed 
yefterday,  welhall  in  the  end  overcome  every  obftaclc  that  offers. 


Warbourg  Canfp,  Saturday,  Flugufl,  2 ,  1760, 
His  Serene  Highnefs  orders  that  a  particular  complimemnt  be 
made  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sloper,  for  his  behaviour  and  bravery 
in  the  affair  of  the  3 1  ft  of  July  •  he  likewrife  defires  his  thanks  to 
be  given  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clinton ,  acting  as  aid-de-camp  to 
his  Serene  liighnejs  the  Hereditary  P  rince , 
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took  was  prudent,  and  even  neceflary.  Had  he  fuffered 
the  progrefs  of  the  Chevalier  de  Muy,  on  the  Dymel  ;  had 
he  permitted  him  to  ftrengthen  his  ports  upon  that  river, 
hts  communication  with  Weftphalia  had  been  inevitably  cut 
cfl-,  anu  of  courfe  his  fphere  of  fubftftence  greatly  ftreigh- 
tened.  It  would  have  had  a  worfe  effedf.  For  he  mu  ft 
have  entirely  loft  the  command  of  the  Wefer,  without 
which  he  could  not  have  flood  his  ground  a  moment ;  and 
he  would  on  that  lofs  have  found  himfelf  compelled  to  retire 
into  the  heart  of  Hanover,  where  he  muff  neceflarily  be 
ftreightened  in  his  winter  cantonments,  and  where  a  blow 
of  any  confcquence  muff  be  dec i five  againft  him. 

l  ie  therefore  fought  the  battle  of  Warbourg  though  he 
loft  all  He  fie  by  bis  vidlory  ;  and  he  would  not  quit  his  polls 
on  the  Dymel,  though  he  faw  Gottingen  and  Munden  in 
the  hands  of  the  French.  He  was  not  to  be  frighted  from 
his  fteady  and  well  chofen  plan,  by  vain  rumours  or  threat¬ 
ening  appearances.  Fie  was  by  no  means  in  a  condition  to 
make  large  detachments  ;  it  was  therefore  neceffary  to  fa- 
orifice  feme  thing ;  and  he  made  the  fmalleft  facrihce  that 
circutnftances  would  admit.  For  he  forefaw  that  theFrench 
army  whilft  he  kept  his  pofition  on  the  Dymel,  could  no,t 
poflibly  take  up  their  quarters  in  Hanover,  or  even  a  cl  there 
in  any  confiderable  body,  and  for  any  confiderable  time, 
without  fubiedting  themfelves  to  the  fame  or  greater  incon- 
veniencies  than  thofe  to  which  he  would  have  been  himfelf 
liable,  had  he  in  defending  Ideffe  fuffered  them  to  occupy 
thofe  critical  pofis  on  the  Dvmel.  He  knew  farther,  that 
it  Would  prove  extremely  dangerous  for  them  to  hazard 
themfelves  beyond  Gottingen  ;  and  that  it  would  be  more 
difficult  for  the  French  army  to  fupport  themfelves  in  that 
advanced  poft,  than  for  him  to  annoy  them  there. 

It  is  poflibie  that  reafons  fomewhat  like  the  foregoing, 
together  with  others  probably  far  more  cogent,  might  have 
determined  that  great  commander  to  this  condudl.  But 
whilft  he  fecured  that  middle  communication  and  ^dled  upon 
the  defenfive  plan,  the  troops  were  not  idle  ;  his  detach¬ 
ments  added  in  many  parts  with  fpirit  and  effedl.  But  we 
muft  defer  for  a  while  the  narrative  of  thefe  adfions,  being 
called  from  this  part  of  the  theatre  to  the  eaftern  parts  of 
Germany,  where  abou$  this  time  feenes  of  greater  eclat 
were  opened.  v 

'  '  CHAP, 
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CHAP-  VI. 

Laudohn  blocks  up  Schweidnitz .  Ruffians  enter  Silefia , 
March  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  from  Saxony  to  Lignitz , 
f undiion  of  the  Aujlrian  armies  in  Silefia .  The  Ruffians 
pafs  the  Oder .  ^  3/.  Daun.  Laudohn  defeated 

near  Lignitz .  Daun  forms  the  blockade  of  Schweidnitz . 
Compelled  to  raife  it.  Adi  ion  between  General  Hulfen  and 

the  army  of  the  Empire.  Intercepted  letter  from  the  King 
of  Pruffia  to  the  Marquis  of  Argens . 


FROM  the  time  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  found  himfelf 
compelled  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Drefden,  it  was  evident 
that  he  could  have  no  hopes  of  a&ing  in  Saxony  to  any 
£ood  purpofe.  The  bufy  part  of  the  campaign  came  on  faff. 
Though  Prince  Henry  had  obliged  Laudohn  to  retire  from 
Breflaw  ;  that  general,  able,  and  lately  victorious,  was  ftill 
formidable  ;  he  kept  Nejffie  and  Schweidnitz  blocked  up  ; 
and  wanted  to  effect  a  junction  with  the  Ruffians,  by  which 
he  propofed  to  give  the  final  blow  to  the  king’s  power  in 
Silefia,  The  Ruffians  had  now  actually  arrived  in  the  fron¬ 
tier  parts  of  that  province,  and  wanted  but  a  very  few  days 
eafy  march  to  compleat  that  fatal  and  long  dreaded  junction. 
At  the  fame  time  another  body  of  Ruffians  had  penetrated 
into  Pomerania  ;  laid  all  the  defencclefs  parts  under  con¬ 
tribution,  and  threatened  the  fiege  of  Colberg:  The  Swedifh 
army,  faid  to  confiff  of  22,000  men,  commenced  alfo,  tho’ 
with  lefs  vigour,  their  operations.  In  all  that  country  the 
King  of  Pruffia  had  not  5000  men  to  oppofe  them. 

In  thefe  circumftances  a  plan  of  mere  defence  would  have 
proved  altogether  without  effeCL  The  King  of  Pruffia  had 
but  two  armies  ;  and  it  was  neceffary  that  one  of  them,  at 
leaff,  fhould  make  the  moft  rapid  and  fudden  movements  to 
oppofe  fo  many  combinations.  On  the  fide  of  Silefia  the 
danger  feemed  more  preffing,  and  accordingly  he 
marched  to  its  relief;  advanced  near  two  hundred  July  30. 
miles,  and  left  Marfhal  Daun,  who  had  confider- 
ably  the  ftart,  far  behind  him.  This  march  would  have 
been  thought  an  aftonifhing  exploit  in  a  partizan  at  the,, 
head  of  a  fmall  and  difencumbered  corps ;  but  that  a  mime-* 
rous  army  clogged  with  its  artillery,  with  above  t.\yo- thou¬ 
sand  waggons,  fhould  in  that  time  Jrayerfe  fuch.  a  fpacp. 
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fhould  pafs  the  Elbe,  the  Spree,  the  Neiffe,  the  Queifs,  ani 
the  Bober,  five  confiderable  rivers ;  that  they  fhould  efFe^fc 
all  this,  with  one  army  of  the  enemy  on  one  fide  of  i:s 
flanks,  another  behind,  and  with  a  third  in  its  front  ( the 
a£lual  pofition  of  the  Auftrians  in  Lufatia)  was  an  ablion 
referved  for,  and  only  to  be  expedfed  from  the  King  of 
Pruflia.  The  attempt  itfelf  could  have  been  iufiihed  only 
by  necellity  ;  and  the  neceflity  was  urgent.  The  Ruffians 
approached.  M.  Daun  followed  towards  Silefia ;  and  the 
king  could  hardly  promile  himfelf  fuccefs,  but  from  a 
inarch  of  fuch  rapidity,  as  might  enable  him  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  with  General  Laudohn,  before  the  triple  junction  he 
apprehended  had  made  his  enemies  irrefiftable.  But  not- 
withftanding  the  hopes  conceived  from  this  march,  before 
the  king  could  come  to  an  adfion  three  bodies  of  Auftrians 
had  joined,  Laudohn’s,  Daun’s,  and  Lacy’s  ;  and  extending 
themfelves  along  the  Katfbach,  a  river  which  falls  into  the 
Oder,  occupied  all  the  ground  from  Parchwitz  to  Coffen- 
dau,  a  fpace  of  little  lefs  than  thirty  Englifh  miles.  But  in 
this  extent  their  polls  were  every  where  ftrong,  and  their 
communications  eafy.  The  king’s  camp  was  at  Lignitz. 
It  was  in  vain  that  for  feveral  days  he  attempted,  by  various 
devices,  to  detach  one  body  of  the  enemy  from  the  reft,  or 
to  turn  their  flanks  and  attack  them  at  difadvantage.  The 
nature  of  the  ground  or  the  fkill  of  the  oppofite  generals 
always  difappointed  him. 

At  length  Mr.  Daun  took  himfelf  the  oflenfive  party.  The 
advantage  of  his  fituation,  and  the  fuperiority  of  his  num¬ 
bers,  prevailed  over  his  cautious  nature  to  rifque  an  attack. 
It  was  therefore  refolved,  after  the  fituation  of  Lignitz  had 
been  well  reconnoitred,  all  circumftances  maturely  weighed, 
and  the  defign  communicated  to  the  other  generals,  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  King-  of  Pruffia  in  his  camp,  with  the  united 
ftrength  of  the  three  armies.  To  enfure  fuccefs  beyond  a 
doubt,  it  was  determined  that  this  attempt  fhould  be  made 
by  furprize,  and  therefore  in  the  night.  M.  Daun  remem¬ 
bered  the  bad  guard  which  had  been  kept  by  the  Pruflians  ; 
and  the  advantage,  which  in  the  year  175^  derived  from 
a  night  attack  at  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen. 

In  confequence  of  this  plan  the  whole  army,  as  foon  as  it 
fhould  begin  to  grow  dark,  was  to  march  from  their  feveral 
polls  to  fuch  fituation  as  were  marked  out  for  each  corps  ; 

they  were  to  flrike  their  tents,  but  yet  to  keep  up  the  fires 
J  m 
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in  their  camps,  and  to  have  the  drums  beat  the  tattoo 
as  ufual. 

Some  time  after  Marfhal  Daun  had  begun  to  move,  to 
his  afloniihment  the  patroles  he  had  fent  out  returned  with 
the  account,  that  they  had  met  no  out-pofts.  As  foon  as 
day  broke  and  the  army  had  advanced,  their  apprehenfions 
were  confirmed.  They  were  difappointed  in  their  defign, 
there  was  no  enemy  in  the  camp ;  but  when  they  caft  their 
eyes  from  thence,  they  could  perceive  at  a  diftance  the 
rifing  of  a  thick  fmoke,  which  left  them  no  room  to  doubt 
that  their  fortune  was  then  on  the  point  of  decifion,  by  a 
part  of  their  forces  only,  and  that  the  King  and  Baron 
Laudohn  were  at  that  moment  hotly  engaged ;  Daun  could 
only  look  on  and  wait  the  event. 

On  the  1 3th  of  July  the  king  was  in  his  camp  atLignitz> 
when  he  received  advice  that  the  Ruffian  army  of  24,000 
men,  under  Count  Czernichew,  had  thrown  bridges  over 
the  Oder,  at  a  place  called  Auras,  and  that  they  were  to 
pals  the  river  on  that  very  day.  He  fufpedted  alfo,  that 
the  enemy  had  formed  the  defign  of  a  general  attack. 
Troops  which  have  been  a  long  time  oppofed  to  each  other 
can  reciprocally  guefs  at  each  other’s  defigns;  the  method 
ufed  by  the  enemies  generals  grow  familiar,  and  the  leaft 
motion  they  make  difclofes  their  defigns. 

This  is  the  account  the  Pruffians  gave  of  the  means  by 
which  they  came  to  a  knowledge  of  M.  Daun’s  proje&s. 
The  Auftrians  attributed  this  difcovery,  not  to  the  Pruffian 
fagacity,  but  to  intelligence  given  by  deferters. 

Whatever  the  means  were  by  which  the  King  of  Pruffia 
became  fufpicious  of  this  defign,  it  is  certain,  that  he  took 
the  moft  early,  the  moft  vigorous,  and  the  moft  effe&ive  mea- 
fures  to  defeat  it.  He  was  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  danger 
he  ran  of  being  furrounded,  if  he  continued  in  his  poft  at 
Lignitz  ;  out  of  that  very  defign,  which  was  calculated  for 
his  ruin,  his  genius  drew  a  new  means  of  fafety.  He  faw 
at  a  glance,  that  the  plan  which  the  enemy  had  formed  to 
furround  him,  at  the  fame  time,  necefTarily  divided  their 
own  armies.  And  this  divifion  was  the  great  objedt  he  had 
purfued  fo  long,  and  thro’  fuch  difcouraging  difappoint- 
ments.  His  only  bufinefs  was  to  prevent  their  reuniting  in 
a  general  attack  upon  his  quarters.  Therefore  in  the  very 
evening  calculated  for  the  attempt  on  his  camp,  he  quitted 
it  with  as  much  privacy  as  the  enemy  had  propofed  to  attack 
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it,  marched  and  took  an  advantageous  pofl  on  the  way 
through  which  Laudohn  was  to  pafs. 

And  now  the  decifive  hour  aproachecl,  in  which  he  was 
to  put  to  the  rifque  as  a  great  a  flake  as  had  been  played  for 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  war.  No  vulgar  advantage 
would  fuffice  in  his  fituation,  and  that  very  fituation  in  fome 
fort  difabled  him  from  attaining  a  great  one.  After  four 
bloody  campaigns,  and  the  viciffitudes  of  a  fuccefs  in  all  its 
changes  exhaufting,  his  old  corps  was  nearly  annihilated. 
Thole  who  fucceeded  to  their  places,  had  fcarcely  feen  the 
brilliant  times  of  the  kings  fortune ;  and  they  inherited 
neither  the  fevere  difcipline,  nor  the  undaunted  fpirit  of  the 
firft  companions  of  his  hopes  ;  they  were  new  to  fervice. 
yet  dif pirited  with  defeats.  The  king  himfelf  gave  life  to 
the  whole,  he  alone  was  to  rectify  athoufand  faults,  and  to 
fupply  a  thoufand  deficiencies.. 

T.  he  pofl  which  he  chole,  was  fuch,  as  whilfl  it  flopped 
the  progrefs  of  Laudohn  in  front,  if  Daun  fhould  attempt 
his  rear,  would  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  lay  him  un¬ 
der  great  difficulties.  This  rear  he  further  flrengthened 
with  feveral  batteries.  As  foon  as  his  army  was  drawn  up, 
he  divided  it,  leaving  his  right  on  the  ground,  where  it  had 
been  formed  to  obferve  Marfhal  Daun  and  to  maintain  that 
pofl;  whilfl  with  his  left  he  turned  in  order  to  fall  upon 
the  corps  under  Laudohn.  No  difpofitions  could  have  been 
made  with  a  more  perfedl  (kill. 

Mean  time  Laudohn  was  advancing  fall  to  the  fnare  which 
had  been  laid  for  him.  Already  he  had  palled  the  Katf- 
bach,  and  was  moving  towards  Lignitz,  full  of  the  hopes 
of  no  frnall  fliare  in  the  glory  of  giving  the  final  blow  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  village 
of  Pfaffendorf,  when  by  three  in  the  morning,  the  day¬ 
light  began  to  dawn  ;  a  thick  fog  that  had  covered  all  the 
adjacent  grounds  fuddenly  cleared  up,  and  like  the  opening 
of  a  great  fcene  difclofed  at  once  the  whole  Pruffian  army., 
regularly  embattled,  advantageoufly  polled,  furnifhed  with 
a  dreadful  and  well-placed  artillery. 

He  was  now  come  full  upon  his  enemy.  It 
Aug.  15.  was  impoffible  to  recede  ;  the  furprize  he  intend¬ 
ed  was  turned  upon  himfelf.  But  this  able  gene¬ 
ral,. though  furprifed,  was  not  difordered.  The  bell  difpo- 
iitions  were  made  that  the  time  would  admit ;  a  fharp  and 
obflinate  combat  beean ;  which  continued,  without  giving 

way 
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"way  on  either  fide,  until  fix.  The  King  of  Pruflia  exerted 
himfelf  with  incredible  diligence  to  preferve  an  uniform 
ftrength  in  every  part  of  his  line,  and  hazarded  his  own  life 
with  a  daring*  which  nothing  but  his  fituation  could  excufe 
from  temerity.  His  cloaths  were  (hot  through  in  feveral 
places,  his  horfewas  killed  under  him.  But  all  thefe  trou¬ 
bles  and  dangers  were  fully  compenfated  by  the  efforts  of 
his  troops,  who  maintained  fo  fteady  a  fire,  and  pufhed  the 
Auftrians  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  they  at  laft  gave 
ground,  and  retreated  with  precipitation,  though  not  with¬ 
out  fome  order,  towards  the  Katfbach. 

The  king  purfued  them  to  this  river,  and  no  further. 
His  advantage  as  it  was  gained  by  the  mod:  vigorous  fieps, 
fo  bounds  were  fet  to  the  ardour  of  improving  it  with 
the  moft  guarded  caution.  He  feared  if  he  purfued  his 
fuccefs  too  far,  it  might  disjoin  the  part  of  the  army  en¬ 
gaged  from  that  which  he  had  left  to  obferve  M.  Daun  ; 
and  perhaps  give  that  general  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
fevere  revenge  on  the  right,  for  the  fucceffes  of  the  left. 
Notwithftanding  this  referve  of  the  king,  ( a  referye,  the 
want  of  which  was  formerly  the  only  failing  in  his  mi¬ 
litary  character,  but  which  his  misfortunes  had  now  per¬ 
fectly  taught  him,)  notwithftanding,  I  fay  he  did  not  pufn 
his  good  fortune  againft  Baron  Laudohn  to  the  utmoft, 
the  victory  was  compleat,  glorious,  and  adorned  with  all 
the  trophies*  By  their  own  confeffion,  the  Auftrians  loft 
upwards  of  6000  mefi,  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners. 
The  Pruffians  made  it  amount,  and  not  Without  proba¬ 
bility  to  10,00 0*  Among  the  prifoners,  were  two  gene¬ 
rals,  and  84  officers;  82  pieces  of  cannon  and  23  pair  of 
colours  were  taken.  On  the  fide  of  the  conquerors,  five 
hundred  were  killed,  and  1200  wounded. 

With  regard  to  Silefia,  the  victory  nearLignitz  produced 
fome  moft  immediate,  and  moft  ufeful  effects.  Although 
M.  Daun,  not  difpirited  with  his  late  mifadventure,  and 
only  follicitous  to  repair  his  lofs,  had  detached  a  ftrong  corps 
under  Prince  Lowenftein,  and  Gen.  Beck  to  ftrengthen  the 
Ruffians  and  encourage  them  to  advance.  Count  Czerni- 
chew  was  fo  intirhidated  with  the  late  defeat  of  the  Auftri¬ 
ans,  that  he  repafied  the  Oder  by  the  fame  bridges  on  which 
he  had  lately  crofTed  it. 

Thus  one  great  end  of  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  march  was 
obtained.  He  prevented  the  dreaded  junction  of  thofe  two 
*  -  F  powers. 
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powers.  In  the  other  part  of  his  defign,  he  did  not  ft> 
perfe&ly  fucceed.  M.  Daun  fince  the  a&ion  of  Pfaffendorf, 
could  indeed  make  no  progrefs  in  Silefia ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  the  king  was  not  able  entirely  to  drive  him  out  of* 
that  province.  The  Auftrians  even  after  their  defeat,  far 
fuperior  to  the  king,  had  been  befides  largely  reinforced. 
The  emprefs  exerted  all  her  power,  to  remove  the  ill  effedt 
this  late  check  might  have  had  on  the  reputation  of  her  arms; 
at  the  fame  time  that  fhe  augmented  her  troops,  fhe  com¬ 
forted  and  encouraged  Baron  Laudohn,  and  by  a  very  gene¬ 
rous  and  gracious  letter  let  him  fee,  that  fhe  was  not  a  fove- 
reign,inwhofe  mind  a  late  misfortune  cancels  thememoryof 
pall  fervices.  In  the  praifes  which  this  letter  beftowed  on 
Laudohn,  feveral  were  of  opinion,  was  couched  an  indirect 
cenfure  on  the  condudl  of  Count  Daun,  the  llownefs  of 
whofe  temper  fo  ill  agreed  with  the  ardour  of  her  ambition, 
and  with  thefe  great  hopes,  which  the  number  of  her 
forces,  and  the  (Length  of  her  alliance  had  encouraged 
her  to  entertain. 

f  'he  king  after  this  vi&ory  joined  his  brother  Prince 
Henry  at  Newmarcke.  One  part  of  that  Prince’s  army 
under  General  Goltze  had  paffed  the  Oder  to  obferve  the 
Ruffians,  who  fince  the  repaffing  that  river,  feemed  to  diredt 
their  motions  northward.  The  king  being  (Lengthened  by 
this  jun&ion,  and  having  his  communication  with  Breflaw 
clear,  marched  again#  Daun,  who  had  begun  to  form  the 
blockade  of  Schweidnitz,  fell  upon  a  corps  under  General 
Beck  ;  made  two  battalions  of  Croats  prifoners,  difperfed 
feveral  fquadrons,andby  this  livelyaffair  obliged  the  enemy’s 
grand  army  to  raife  the  blockade,  and  by  a  precipitate  re¬ 
treat,  to  take  refuge  in  the  mountains  ofLandfhut. 

Whilft  his  majefty  was  thus  exerting  the  moff  heroic  ef¬ 
forts  in  defence  of  Silefia ;  Gen.  Hulfen,  who  commanded 
for  him  in  Saxony,  feconded  his  endeavours  in  that  quarter 
with  uncommon  bravery  and  fuccefs.  The  army  of  the 
empire  had  formed  a  deflgn  of  cutting  him  off  from  Tor  - 
gau.  To  fruffrate  their  intentions,  that  general  quitted  his 
camp  at  Meifien,  and  marched  to  Strehla.  The  enemy 
divided  into  two  bodies  ;  one  attacked  an  advanced  poft 
about  a  cannon  (hot  from  his  camp  upon  every  fide,  with 
the  greateft  fury  from  day  break  to  fix  in  the 
Aug.  20.  morning,  whilft  another  corps  was  fo  placed  as 
to  keep  his  camp  in  awe,  and  to  prevent  his 

attempting 
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attempting  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  the  advanced  poft. 
Gen  Hul fen  faw  that  unlefs  he  could  fpeedily  do  fomething 
for  its  fuccour,  that  body  muft  inevitably  perilh.  He  there¬ 
fore  in  this  exigency,  gave  orders  to  his  cavalry  to  make  a 
circuit  round  an  height;  and  to  charge  if  poffible  the  ene¬ 
mies  flank.  This  order  was  executed  with  the  utmoft 
promptitude  and  fpirit.  The  Imperialifts  were  charged  on 
their  flanks  ;  their  battalions  and  horfe  were  thrown  upon 
one  another  in  confufion,  and  41  officers  and  1200  men 
were  made  prifoners,  The  lofs  of  the  Pruffians  was  incon- 
fiderable.  Gen.  Hulfen  by  this  advantage,  was  enabled  to 
encamp  under  Torgau,  while  he  retreated  through  an  ap- 
prehenfion,  as  the  grand  army  of  the  Imperialifts  was  com¬ 
ing  up,  that  he  might  be  cut  off  from  his  communication 
with  the  Elbe.  This  retreat  made  the  Auftrians  magnify 
the  affair  into  a  victory  on  their  fide;  but  the  circumftances 
render  the  Pruffian  account  much  more  probable. 

Fortune  feemed  once  more  to  have  fmiled,  after  a  long 
interval  of  gloom  on  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  affairs  ;  and  the 
reputation  of  his  arms  began  to  revive.  But  the  victories 
he  obtained,  though  glorious,  were  decifive  of  little  more 
than  the  field  upon  which  they  were  fought.  They  were 
far  from  having  lowered  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  an 
equality  with  his.  And  the  movements  he  made  to  gain 
thofe  advantages,  and  to  protect  one  part  of  his  dominions 
neceffarily  expofed  the  reft.  The  enemy  was  able  to  de¬ 
tach  without  end ;  and  whilft  bodies  of  Ruffians  traverfed 
the  Lower  Silefia,  feveral  corps  of  Auftrians  fcoured  Lufa- 
tia  ;  and  thus  together  they  broke  off  all  regular*  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  king’s  army  and  his  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions,  and  of  courfe  between  him  and  his  general  Hulfen, 
who  with  very  unequal  forces  was  ftruggling  to  fecure 
Saxony ;  a  country  in  which  there  are  towns  indeed  forti¬ 
fied  ;  but  fortified  for  the  greater  part  in  fuqh  a  manner, 
as  to  be  little  more  than  fnares  for  increafing  the  number 
of  prifoners,  by  betraying  defencekfs  garrifons  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy  fuperior  in  the  field. 

In  this  fituation,  the  king  is  faid  to  have  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  celebrated  (1)  Marq.  d’Argens,  very  pathetick,  and 
very  defcriptive  of  his  condition,  and  of  his  frame  of  mind 
yhder  thofe  preffures.  This  letter  is  faid  to  haye  been  in- 

F  %  tercepted 

. .  1  .  # 

(1)  Author  of  the  Jewjfh  Spy,  See,  and  now  refulent  at  Berlin, 
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tercepted  by  a  Ruffian  detachment,  and  induftrioufly  fpread 
about  in  order  to  dif-fpirit  his  friends.  On  that  accoijnt  fomc 
have  fufpedfed  its  authenticity.  Rut  the  letter  is  furely 
highly  confonant  to  his  citcumftances,  and  fufficietitly agree¬ 
able  to  his  general  manner  of  writing  :  fo  that  we  do  not 
think  ourfelves  difpenfed  with  inferring  it  in  this  place. 

“  Formerly,  my  dear  marquis,  the  affair  of  the  15th  of 
“  Auguft  would  have  decided  a  campaign,  At  prefent  that 
u.  a&ion  is  no  more  than  a  fcratch  ;  a  great  battle  muff 
“  determine  our  fate.  We  {hall  have  one,  according  to  all 

appearances,  very  foon,  and  then,  if  the  event  is  favour- 

able  to  us,  we  may  rejoice,  It  required  many  ftratagems 
44  apd  much  addrefs  to  bring  things  to  this  pafs.  Don’t 
44  talk  to  me  of  danger  ;■  the  daft  aclion  coft  me  only  a  fuit 
44  of  cloatlis  and  a  horle.  This  is  buying  vidlory  very 
44  cheap. 

44  I  have  not  had  the  letter  which  you  mention.  We 
44  are  in  a  manner  blocked  up,  in  regard  to  correfpondence, 
44  by  the  Ruffians  on  one  fide  the  Oder,  and  by  the  Au-- 
44  ftrians  on  the  other.  A  fmali  fkirmifh  was  neceh&ry  to 
44  clear  the  way  for  Cocceii  (2)  ;  I  hope  that  he  will  deli- 
44  ver  you- my  letter  ;  I  never  was,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
44  life,  in  a  more  embarraffing  fituation  than  in  this  cam- 
44  paign.  Believe  me,  nothing  iefs  than  a  miracle  is  {bill 
44  neceffary  to  extricate  me  from  the  difficulties  that  Ifore- 
44  fee.  I  mall  certainly  do  my  duty  when  occafion  offers, 
44  but,  my  dear  marquis,  always  remember  that  I  pretend 
44  not  to  command  fortune,  and  that  I  am  obliged,  in  my 
44  projedf  s,  to  leave  too  much  to  chance,  for  want  ofbe- 
4t  ing  able  to  form  any  thing  morefolid.  I  have  the  labours  of 
44  a  Hercules  to  undergo,  at  a  time  of  life  when  my  ftrength 
44  fails  me,  my  infirmities  increafe,  and,  to  fpeakthe  truth, 
44  when  hope,  the  only  confolation  of  the  unhappy,  begins 
44  to  defert  me.  You  are  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with 
44  the  circumftanccs  of  affairs  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  all  the 
44  dangers  which  threaten  the  ftate ;  I  know,  but  conceal 
44  them ;  I  keep  all  my  fears  to  myfelf,  and  only  commu- 
44  nicate  to  the  public  my  hopes,  or  the  little  good  news 

44  that 

(2)  The  aid-de-camp,  who  was  charged  with  this  letter,  and 
who  came  to  England  with  the  news  of  the  above  mentioned 
iawn  :  In  our  papers,  it  is  tranflated  Stage  Coach,  from  thefuni- 
litude,  probably,  of  the  word  Cocher,- 
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«  that  I  can  acquaint  them  with.  If  the  blow  that  I  me- 
«  ditate  fucceeds,  then,  my  dear  marquis,  it  will  be  time 
‘c  enough  to  exprefs  our  joy  :  but  till  then,  let  us  not  flat¬ 
us  ter  ourfelves,  for  fear  fome  unexpected  bad  news  fhould 
deteCt  us  too  much. 

44  I  lead  here  the  life  of  a  millitary  monk.  I  have  much 
44  to  think  off  about  my  affairs,  and  the  reft  of  my  time  I 
f4  devote  to  literature,  which  is  my  confolation,  as  it  was 
44  of  the  conful,  the  father  of  his  country  and  of  eloquence. 
44  I  know  not  if  I  fhall  furvive  this  war,  but  I  am  deter- 
44  mined,  in  cafe  it  fhould  happen,  to  pafs  the  reft  of  my 
44  days  in  retirement,  in  the  bofom  of  philofophy  and 
44  friendfhip. 

44  When  our  correfpondence  fhall  be  more  open,  you’ll 
oblige  me  by  writing  more  frequently,  I  know  notwhere 
44  we  fhall  have  our  winter-quarters.  My  houfes  at  Bref- 
44  law  were  deftroyed  by  the  bombardment.  Our  enemies 
*4  envy  us  every  thing,  even  day-light  and  the  air  that  we 
44  breathe,  They  muft  however  leave  us  fome  place,  and 
44  if  it  is  fafe,  it  will  be  a  treat  to  receive  you  there. 

“  Well,  my  dear  marquis,  what  is  become  of  the  peace 
f<  with  France  ?  Your  nation,  you  fee,  is  more  blind,  than 
<c  you  imagined.  Thofe  fools  lofe  Canada,  andPondicher- 
“  ry,  to  pleafe  the  Queen  and  the  Czarina.  Heaven  grant 
that  Prince  Ferdinand  may  well  reward  them  for  their 
44  zeal.  The  officers,  innocent  of  thefe  evils,  and  the  fol- 
*•  diers,  will  be  made  the  vi&ims,  and  the  illuftrious  often- 
f4  ders  will  fuffer  nothing. 

44  Thefe  are  the  fubje&s  which  offer  themfelves  to  me, 
44  I  was  in  a  writing  vein,  but  I  fee  that  I  muft  conclude, 
44  left  I  fhould  tire  you  and  negleCl:  my  own  bufinefs.  Adieu . 
*•  my  deareji  marquis . - I  embrace  you^  &c”* 

*  To  authenticate:  the  above  it  may  be  proper  to  add  1.  That 
this  letter  was  fhown  at  Bath  and  London  by  M.  Cocceii  himfelf. 
And  2.  I  hat  the  coppy  here  printed  was  fent  to  the  translator  by 
a  ftiend  Magdeburg  belonging  to  the  court. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Situation  of  the  French  and  Englijh  armies.  Hereditary 
Prince  furprizes  a  body  of  French  in  Zierenberg.  General 
Bulow  takes  Marburg. .  Defeated  by  Monfieur  Stainville. 
General  Wangenheim  pajfes  and  is  obliged  to  repafs  the 
JVefer .  French  retire  from  Mulhaufen  to  CafJ'el.  Here¬ 
ditary  Prince  marches  to  the  Rhine ,  pajfes  that  river . 
Gleves  taken .  JVefel  befieged.  Englijh  Expedition.  M. 
Cajlries  forms  an  army  on  the  Rhine .  Battle  of  Campen . 
Allies  defeated.  Hereditary  Prince  repajfes  the  Rhine „ 
Siege  oj  IFefet  raifed.  Death  and  .  eulogium  of  George  the 
II.  Accefjion  of  George  III.  and  his  refoiution  of  fupporting 
his  allies . 

S  *  '  .  .  ...  ,  <  -  4  .  ,  "  :  . 

WJE  leave  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  thefe  thoughts,  in  or¬ 
der  to  return  to  the  armies  on  the  Wefer.  Prince 
Ferdinand  was  not  miftaken,  in  imagining  that  Gottingen 
would  prove  theutmoft  bound  of  the  French  progrefs  into 
Hanover.  After  they  had  fecured  that  place  with  a  ilrong 
garrifon,  the  grand  army  of  M.  Broglio  moved  towards  the 
referve  which  had  been  defeated,  and  pitched  his  camp  at 
Dierenberg,  a  place  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  allies, 
who  ever  fince  the  battle  continued  to  occupy  Warbourg, 
the  Dymel  running  between  the  two  armies.  In  this  fitu- 
£tion  they  continued  for  about  a  month. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  who  was  ever  in  motion,  and 
continually  hovering  now  on  one  fide,  now  on  the  other  of 
the  French  camp,  in  one  of  his^excurfions  had  perceived 
that  the  French,  according  to  their  ufual  negligence,  were 
not  very  exa&  in  their  out-pofts  and  patrols.  He  had  alfo 
received  intelligence,  that  they  had  thrown  a  corps  of  horfe 
and  foot,  confining  of  fomething  more  than  two  thoufand 
men,  into  the  town  of  Zierenberg,  a  place  furrounded 
with  feme  damaged  walls. 

From  thefe  lights,  he  refolved  upon  the  furprize  of  this 
body,  and  accordingly  made  his  difpofitions  for  this  bold 
attempt,  in  the  manner  following  ;  firft,  he  ordered  a  body 
of  his  light  troops  to  turn  the  town  of  Zierenberg,  and  tq 
take  poll  between  it  and  Darienberg,  in  order  to  intercept 
any  that  f}iould  attempt  palling  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
Next  he  polled  at  proper  diftances  eight  fquadrons  of  dra- 

goonsj 
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goons,  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  one  regiment  of 
foot,  on  the  road  between  his  own  camp  and  the  place 
which  was  to  be  attacked,  with  a  view  to  cover  his  retreat, 
in  cafe  he  fhould  be  repuifed  and  purfued.  With  the  reft 
of  his  foot,  confifting  for  the  greater  part  of  Englifh,  he 
marched  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  diligence  towards  the 
town. 

When  they  had  arrived  within  two  miles,  they  Sept.  5. 
divided  into  three  bodies,  which  took  three  differ¬ 
ent  routs,  by  which  the  place  was  compleatly  furrounded. 
At  eight  in  the  evening,  they  fet  out  from  Warbourg,  and 
came  before  this  place  at  two  the  following  morning.  Not- 
withftanding  the  precautions  taken,  the  trampling  of  the 
troops  over  the  gardens  gave  the  alarm  to  a  guard  of  the 
enemies  dragoons,  who  immediately  began  to  fire.  Stricft 
orders  had  been  given  to  proceed  with  as  little  alarm  as 
poffible,  and  to  referve  their  fire ;  and  fuch  was  the  delibe¬ 
rate  courage,  fuch  the  per  fed  discipline  of  the  Englifh  gre¬ 
nadiers,  that  they  fuftained  this  fire,  pufhed  on  with  bayo¬ 
nets,  drove  back  the  enemies  piquets,  killed  the  guard  at 
the  gate,  and  entered  the  town  along  with  the  fugitives, 
without  the  leaft  noife,  hurry,  or  confufion.  Never  was 
furprize  more  compleat. 

The  column  of  the  Englifh  grenadiers  having  forced  the 
gate,  advanced  regularly  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and 
without  firing  a  mufquet,  by  the  two  ftreets  that  led  to  the 
church-yard,  (which  being  the  only  open  part  of  the  town, 
ierved  the  French  as  a  place  of  arms,)  killing  or  talcing  a 
great  number  of  thofe  who  ran  from  the  houfes  towards 
this  rendezvous  y  and  thus  they  advanced  with  the  greateft 
order  and  the  moft  profound  filence,  until  they  reached  the 
church-yard.  The  night  was  fo  dark  that  they  formed  by 
the  fide  of  the  b  rench,  who  for  a  while  took  them  to  be 
their  own  piquets  that  had  aflembled  5  but  they  were  foon 
undeceived  ;  a  fierce  encounter  with  bayonets  enfued,  iu 
which  the  Fiench  were  quickly  obliged  to  give  way. 

7  wo  regiments  of  the  enemies  dragoons  endeavoured  to 
fly  to  the  gate  that  led  to  their  camp  ;  but  they  found  it  oc¬ 
cupied  by  400  grenadiers,  who  drove  them  back  with  their 
bayonets ;  forced  from  hence,  they  fled  to  another  gate  - 
there  they  were  repuifed  with  a  fharp  fire  of  fmall  arms! 

1  hen  they  were  compelled  to  feparate  ;  and  flying  at  ran¬ 
dom  as  fortune  and  the  night  direded,  made  their  efcape 

J  '  -  at 
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at  the  feveral  breaches  of  the  wall.  The  . prince  was  m af¬ 
ter  of  the  place  in  about  an  hour  ;  but  the  nearnefs  of  the 
Trench  camp  and  the  approach  of  day  prevented  as  long  a 
continuance  in  the  place  as  he  wifhed  for  reaping  the  full 
fruits  of  his  victory ;  therefore  about  three  o’clock  he  be¬ 
gan  his  retreat,  carrying  off  two  pieces  of  cannon,  36  offi¬ 
cers,  and  between  four  and  500  private  men.  The  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  enemy  was  condderable.  The  prince  reached  his 
camp  without  the  lead:  moleftation  in  his  retreat. 

If  we  confider  the  difficulty  of  this  attempt*  very  few 
have  been  bolder ;  if  we  examine  the  difpofitions,  none 
could  be  conduced  with  greater  wdfdom  j  if  we  attend  to 
the  behaviour  of  the  troops,  we  {hall  no  where  find  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  more  exadt  obedience,  difcipline  and  courage* 
To  attack  fo  large  a  body  of  the  enemy,  fo  ftrongly  polled, 
within  a  fmall  league  of  their  grand  camp,  to  march  fo  far  in 
that  critical  fituation,  and  in  a  very  dark  night,  to  divide  into 
fo  many  parts,  yet  to  a£t  with  fo  much  order  and  fo  entire 
a  concert,  was  certainly  an  exploit  of  the  very  firfl  rank  ; 
and  though  not  of  any  great  importance  in  its  confequences, 
is  fo  admirable  in  its  condu<ft  and  execution,  that  it  well 
deferves  to  be  told  at  the  length  we  have  given  it. .  This 
added  greatly  to  the  reputation  of  the  Britifh  foldiers  as 
troops,  and  no  lefs  to  their  honour  as  men,  by  the  huma¬ 
nity  they  (hewed  to  their  prifoners,  and  the  generous  fen- 
timents  of  the  common  fort  with  regard  to  money  as 
there  were  feveral  noble  inflances  that  night  of  their  refu- 
fing  to  take  any  thing  from  their  prifoners,  who  had  offer¬ 
ed  them  their  purfes.  They  loft  but  ten  men. 

From  this  time  the  operations  of  the  two  armies,  which 
for  a  time  feemed  to  ianguifli,  were  renewed  with  frefh  vi¬ 
gour.  Prince  Ferdinand  perceived,  that  whilft  the  French 
communication  with  the  Rhine  and  with  Frankfort  on  the 
Maine  continued  open,  it  muft  prove  to  little  purpose  to 
attempt  any  thing  either  for  the  relief  of  Gottingen  or  Caf- 
fel.  Their  progrefs  indeed  into  Hanover  had  been  check¬ 
ed  •  but  whilft  ever  they  continued  in  fo  advanced  a  porti¬ 
on’  it  was  evidently  impoffible  to  prevent  their  making  ve¬ 
ry  ruinous  inroads  into  that  country.  To  force  them  to  a 
battle  againft  their  inclination,  would  be  difficult,  and  the 
attempt  itfelf  dangerous.  There  remained  but  one  method, 
which  was  to  make  frequent  and  ftrong  detachments  into 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Heffe  and  Wetteravia,  and  thus  ren- 
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der  precarious  the  French  communication  with  the  Rhine 
and  Maine,  from  whence  they  drew  the  greateft  part  ot 
their  fupplres  of  all  kinds. 

With  this  intention,  he  detached  general  Bulow  at  the 
head  of  a  flrong  corps,  who  pufned  forward  towards  Mar- 
purg,  furprized  the  town,  deffroyed  the  French  ovens, 
with  feveral  hundred  waggons  of  flour,  and  carried  ofr  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  cloathing  and  military  flores.  In 
the  mean  time,  his  light  troops  fcoured  the  country  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  for  a  while  anfvvered  the  great  end  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition  in  breaking  the  French  communication  with 
Frankfort.  Proceeding  on  this  plan  he  made  a  further 
movement  towards  Frankenau,  which,  at  length,  neccffi- 
tated  the  French  general  Stainville,  who  commanded  ,in 
thofe  parts,  to  quit  his  pofition,  and  endeavour  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  this  detachment.  He  came  up  with 
their  rear  as  they  were  palling  the  river  Orche,  Sept.  13. 
and  falling  upon  them  at  this  difadvahtage  with 
fuperior  numbers  and  great  fury,  he  entirely  routed  the 
rear;  and  took  fome  men  and  a  very  great  number  of 
horfes. 

It  was  to  be  apprehended  that  he  might  have  purfucd  this 
advantage,  to  the  entire  ruin  of  M.  Bulow’s  detachment; 
if  the  Hereditary  Prince  by  a  forced  march  of  five  German 
miles  had  not  arrived  time  enough  to  fupport  him.  On  the 
prince’s  arrival  M.  Stainville  fell  back,  and  took  pofTellion 
of  a  ftrong  poll  in  which  it  was  in  vain  to  attack  him. 

Whilft  thefe  meafures  were  taking  with  mixed  fucceis 
for  difquieting  the  French,  and  interrupting  their  commu¬ 
nication  ^0  the  fouthward  of  their  quarters,  like  movements 
were  made  to  the  northward,  to  oblige  them,  if  pollible, 
to  relinquish,  their  hold  on  Gottingen.  But  General  Wan- 
genheim,  who  with  that  defign  had  eroded  the  Wefer, 
and  in  the  beginning  had  proceeded  with  no  fmall  expecta¬ 
tions  ;  but  at  length  he  received  a  fevere  check, 
which  forced  him  to  repafs  the  river  with  fome  Sept.  ig. 
precipitation.  However  thefe  frequent  detach¬ 
ments  anfwered  fo  well  the  end  of  harralling  the  French, 
that  on  the  20th  they  retired  from  Immenhaufen,  and  fell 
back  upon  CalTel  where  they  began  to  entrench  themfelves. 
Prince  Ferdinand  followed  them  elefe  ;  and  the  better  to 
obferved  their  motions,  fixed  his  quarters  as  near  as  he  could 
to  thofe  of  the  enemy. 

■  -  —  -  “*v 
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i  wkilft  the  grand  armies  thus  watched  each  other, 
tne  Eyes  of  Europe  were  drawn  to  a  different  quarter,  by 
a  movement  equally  aftonifhing  for  its  rapidity  and  myfte- 
rious  for  its  defign.  The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick, 
whom  we  have  feen  but  a  few  days  before  in  the  furtheff 
part  of  Heffe,  fuddenly  appeared  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  Provinces,  with  an  army  of  twenty  battalions  and 
ten  fquadrons,  One  detachment  of  his  troops  which  had 
proceeded  on  the  fide  of  Duffeldorp,  paffes  the  Rhine 
above  Roeroot ;  another  which  had  marched  through 
Munfter,  paffes  it  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  but  a  great 
diftance  below,  atRhees;  thefe  two  detachments  move  to 
meet  each  other,  and  as  they  proceed,  feize  all  the  French 
pods  along  the  Rhine  ;  the  enemy’s  guards  are  every  where 
taken  or  abandon  their  redoubts.  This  puts  into  their 
poffeffion  a  number  of  boats,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to  tranfport  all  the  reft  of  the  troops,  which  are  intended  to 
a£t  upon  the  left  of  the  Rhine.  Then  they  proceed  with¬ 
out  delay  or  oppofition,  diredtly  to  Cleves ;  the 
Odt.  3*  garrifon  takes  refuge  in  the  caftle,  which  is  vigo- 
roufly  attacked,  and  in  three  days  furrenders  500 
men  prifoners  of  war.  Whilfl  this  was  performed  by  one 
body,  another  had  laid  fiege  to  Wefel,  and  battered  tho 
place  with  fo  much  fury,  that  the  reduction  of  it  appeared 
certain  ;  and  with  it  the  entire  poffeffion  of  the  Lower 
Rhine  almoft  from  Duffeldorp  to  Cleves. 

The  fecrecy,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  march,  together 
with  the  vigour  of  the  fubfequent  operations,  were  fuch  as 
might  be  expedted  from  the  charadter  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince  ;  but  on  what  defign  this  rapid  march  was  made, 
and  thefe  vigorous  fteps  taken  at  that  particular  time,  gave 
room  for  a  great  deal  of  reafoning.  During  a  good  part  of 
the  fummer,  very  great  preparations  had  been  made  in 
England  for  a  conjunct  expedition  ;  a  powerful  fleet  was  in 
readinefs ;  and  they  had  embarked  a  large  train  of  field 
and  battering  artillery,  a  confiderable  body  of  foot,  and  a 
regiment  of  light  horfe. 

As  this  armament  was  fuppofed  in  readinefs  to  fail  about 
the  time  of  the  Hereditary  Prince’s  march  to  the  Rhine, 
conjecture  united  thefe  two  defigns  together,  and  fuppofed 
the  fleet  at  Portfmouth  and  the  army  in  Weftphalia,  were 
to  act  on  the  fame  plan.  On  this  fuppofition  it  was  judged 
fchat  the  ftorni  would  probably  hill  on  the  Auflrian  Nether¬ 
lands  i 
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lands;  and  that  Oftend,  which  the  Emprefs  fo  unpolitical^ 
for  herfelf,  and  fo  ungratefully  to  her  former  friends*  had 
given  into  the  hands  of  France*  would  be  the  firft  object 
of  thofe  forces  which  were  to  unite  from  fuch  a  diftance. 

*  This  defign  of  the  expedition  from  Portfmouth  has,  we 
underhand,  been  formerly  difaVowed.  Whether  in  ftri&- 
nefs,  not  being  a  principal  in  the  war,  with  her  imperial 
Tiiajefty,  England  ought  to  have  made  fuch  an  attempt, 
though  Oftend  was  defended  by  a  French  garrifon,  we, 
fhall  not  take  upon  us  to  determine ;  but  without  the 
aid  of  fuch  confiderations,  it  is  evident  there  were  fuffi- 
cient  objections  to  it  from  the  fide  of  mere  prudence. 
Almoft  infuperable  difficulties  occurred  in  fuch  a  fchetne  ; 
and  it  would  fcarcely  appear  to  moft:  men  advifeable  to  add 
a  Flemifh  to  our  German  war. 

But  we  think  it  poffible  to  give  fame  reafonable  account 
of  the  expedition  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  independent  of 
any  connection  with  the  Britifh  armament.  For  a  confide- 
rable  time  the  French  had  feemed  refolved  to  refume  their 
former  plan  of  an  army  on  the  Lower  Rhine  ;  fuch  motions 
were  made  as  ftrongly  indicated  that  this  defign  would  fhort- 
]y  be  put  in  execution ;  and  the  allied  army  had  every 
thing  to  fear  from  it.  For  as  the  French  were  checked 
from  proceeding  to  the  compleat  conqueft  of  the  electorate 
by  the  allied  army  on  the  Dymel,  if  this  army  fhould  itfelf 
be  fo  checked,  by  one  of  the  enemy  advancing  from  the 
Lower  Rhine,  there  would  be  then  nothing  to  hinder  M. 
Broglio  from  fending  forward  fo  ftrong  a  referve  as  might 
finally  reduce  Hanover.  In  thefe  circumftances  nothing 
but  a  very  decifive  victory  could  poffibly  fave  the  allied  ar¬ 
my,  thus  furrounded  and  deprived  of  its  fubfiftence,  from 
perifhing  in  the  moft  miferable,  or  furrendering  in  the  moft 
ihameful  manner. 

There  was  one  ftep  only  which  might  with  certainty  pre¬ 
vent  this  defign,  and  even  in  fome  meafure  turn  it  upon 
the  enemy  ;  the  taking  Cleves  and  Wefel  into  the  hands  of 
the  allies.  This  would  not  only  defeat  the  fcheme  of  the 
French  for  aefting  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  but  greatly  cm- 
barrafs  their  operations  in  every  other  quarter.  Even  the 
attempt,  though  it  fhould  not  be  attempted  with  fuccefs, 
would  neceflarily  draw  the  attention  of  the  French  that 
way,  and  thus  fave  Hanover  at  leaft  for  one  campaign. 
This  alone  had  been  a  fufficient  reafon  for  the  march.  But 
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had  the  Biitiin  armament  at  the  fame  time  been  intended 
toi  fome  part  of  the  coaft  of  France,  or  had  England  poli¬ 
tically  kept  up  fuch  a  rumour,  when  (he  had  in  reality  a 
11101  e  remote  object  for  her  armament;  in  either  of  thefe 
cades  it  would  undoubtedly  have  co-operated  with  the  He- 
reditaty  Frince  s  deligns,  by  detaining  a  greater  body  of 
the  French  troops  at  home  to  defend  their  own  coafts. 

Vv  e  do  not  pretend  to  penetrate  into  all  the  motives. 
But  it  is  evident,  that  indhe  German  enterprile  every  thins; 
depended  on  the  celerity  of  the  operations.  The  fiege  of 
Wefel  wras  carried  on  with  great  vigour,  by  that  part  of 
the  pi i nee  s  army  which  was  on  the  right  of  the  Rhine, 
whilit  the  prince  covered  it  on  the  left.  But  before  the 
enemy  could  difturb  him,  nature  declared  againft  his  fuc- 
ceis  by  the  fall  of  immenfe  rains,  which  fwelled  the  Rhine 
and  Lippe  to  fuch  a  degree  as  greatly  interrupted  the  pro- 
grels  of  the  liege,  having  rendered  the  roads  of  Weftphalia 
impaflable,  and  therefore  prevented  the  arrival  of  thefe 
reinforcements  which  were  intended  to  pufh  the  fiege  with 
tne  greater  efFedh  1  hefe  rains  alfo  made  it  very  difficult 
lor  the  prince  to  preferve  his  communication  with  the  be- 
Tiegers,  which  however  he  made  a  fhift  to  keep  open  by 
one  bridge  above  and  another  below  the  town, 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  with  all  the  expedition 
they  could  ufe,  had  collected  an  army  under  M,  de  Caftries 
of  thirty  battalions  and  thirty-eight  fquadrons,  partly  from 
the .  great  army  in  FlefTe,  partly  Rom  the  Low  Countries. 
This  body  advanced  as  far  as  Rheinberg,  and  after  a  ftrenu- 
ous  refinance  drove  out  a  detachment  of  the  allies  which 
bad  been  polled  there.  From  thence  they  marched  by 
their  left,  and  encamped  behind  the  convent  of  Campen. 
The  Hereditary  Prince  now  law  at  the  fame  time  the  fea- 
fon  and  a  fuperior  army  adting  againft  him  ;  to  fight  this 
enemy,  fully  prepared.  Nto  receive  him,  with  the  troops 
which  he  could  fpare  from  the  fiege,  might  be  a  defperate 
attempt.  7'o  break  up  the  fiege  would  have  of  itfelf  an- 
fwered  the  intention  of  the  enemies  march.  There  was  no 
medium  but  a  furprize  ;  which  was  refolved,  and  all  the 
difpofitionr,  for  it  made  with  the  judgment  by  which  the 
great  prince  who  commanded  is  diftinguifhed  upon  fuch 
difficult  occafions.  This  attempt  became  the  more  neceffary, 
and  the  lefs  time  was  to  be  loft  in  making  it, as  intelligence 
had  been  received  that  the  French  army  was  fhortly  to  be 
v  F  '  ’  *  ' . ;V  .  augmented 
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augmented  by  powerful  reinforcements.  The  prince  be¬ 
gan  his  march  at  ten  in  the  evening. 

To  reach  the  enemy’s  camp,  it  was  necefiary  to  diflodge 
Fifcher’s  corps  of  irregulars,  who  had  occupied  the  con¬ 
vent  of  Campen  in  their  front.  This  produced 
fome  fhot,  and  this  fhot  alarmed  the  whole  061.  16. 
French  army,  which  immediately  got  under  aims 
and  polled  themfelves  in  a  wood.  The  allied  troops  pufhed 
forward,  twice  repuifed  the  French,  and  with  the  moll 
noble  perfeverance  reiterated  their  attacks  on  the  wood, 
and  kept  up  a  terrible  and  well  fupplied  fire  for  fixteen 
hours  without  intermidion,  that  is  from  five  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  to  the  fame  evening  at  nine.  "I  here  have  been  few  ex¬ 
amples  of  fo  ob  ft  in  ate*  a  combat.  But  at  length  finding 
night  approach,  the  troops  harraffed,  their  ammunition 
fpent,  and  all  hopes  vain  of  didodging  a  fuperior  enemy 
from  an  advantageous  poll,  the  Hereditary  Prince  having 
had  an  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  being  himfelf  wound¬ 
ed,  was  with  regret  compelled  to  retire.  Eleven  hundred 
and  feventy  of  the  allies  were  killed  and  wounded  in  this 
blo©dy  action  ;  about  500  were  made  prifoners.  The  lofi* 
of  the  French  was  far  greater  but  they  had  the  held. 

On  this  occafion,  the  Engliih  nation  regretted  the  lofs 
of  one  of  its  mod  {hilling  ornaments  in  the  death  of  Lord 
Downe,  who  whilft  his  grateful  fovereign  was  diftininghim 
to  higher  honours,  received  a  mortal  wound  in  this  battle. 
He  was  a  perfon  of  free  and  pleafurable  life:  but  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  underftanding,  amiable  manners,  and  the  moft  in¬ 
trepid  courage.  In  the  beginning  of  this  war  he  had  a 
considerable  fhare  in  roufing  a  martial  fpirit  amOngft  the 
young  people  of  rank  in  England,  and  having  long  fhewed 
them  by  a  gallant  example  how  to  fight,  he  at  laft  by  a 
melancholy  one,  fhewed  them  how  to  die  for  their  country. 

As  the  britifh  troops  had  been  the  greateft  fuffcrers  in 
this  as  well  as  in  moft  other  a£lions  of  the  campaign,  great 
murmers  were  railed  againft  the  commander  of  the  allied 
army,  as  if  upon  all  occafions,  even  the  moft  trivial,  he 
had  wantonly  expofed  the  lives  of  the  Britifh,  in  order  to 
preferve  thofe  of  the  German  foldiery.  Some  carried  this 
complaint  to  a  ridiculous  length.  But  could  it  with  reafon 
have  been  expe£led,  that  where  25,000  Englifli  had  ferved 
for  a  whole  campaign,  were  engaged  in  five  fharp  encoun¬ 
ters  (fome  of  them  a  fort  of  pitched  battles)  in  all  which 
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they  acquired  the  whole  glory,  that  they  fhould  lofe  a  fmaller 
inmm-r  t  an  265  killed  and  870  wounded,  which  is  the 
\°  e  Gl  ™ei1  Jgls  in  all  the  encounters  of  this  campaign  ? 
~t  is  tiae,  the  life  of  a  man  is  a  facred  thing,  andof  value  to 
is  country.  But  in  fome  circumftances  it  is  ridiculous  for 
a  nation  to  think  of  fparing  even  a  greater  efFufion  of  blood 
to  acquire  reputation  to  their  arms,  and  experience  to  the 
troops  and  the  officers.  The  Englifh  defired  the  poll:  of 
honour  with  equal  fpirit  and  wifdom,  they  were  entitled  to 
it,  they  had  it,  and  they  purchafed  it  more  cheaply,  than 
on  the  whole  might  have  been  expe&ed.  Neither  was 
tncir  blood  lavifhed  on  every  trivial  occafion,  as  had  been 
ialny  fuggefted.  The  only  affairs  in  which  they  differed 
any  thing  worth  notice,  were  thofe  of  Warbourg  and 
Campen  ;  both  actions  of  the  higheft  confequence. 

AkCi  the  difappointment  and  lofs  the  Hereditary  Prince 
qad  fuffered  in  the  late  engagement,  he  was  fenfible  that  a 
liege  could  no  longer  be  carried  on  with  any  profpedl  of 
fuccefs,  in  fight  of  an  army  fo  much  fuperior  ;  the  Rhine 
♦  very  day  fwelled  more  and  more,  and  his  communication 
y.  ith  the  troops  before  Wefel  became  every  hour  more  dif¬ 
ficult.  Befides,  as  the  whole  country  was  by  this  time 
overflowed,  his  men  muff  have  been  expofed  to  the  great- 
tif  hardfhips  and  the  mod:  fatal  diffempers.  Thefe  confi- 
oerations  determined  to  repafs  the  Rhine  without  delay. 
Notwithftanding  the  extreme  nearnefs  of  the  French  army, 
the  late  repulfe  the  Prince  had  met,  and  the  great  fwell  of 
the  waters,  fuch  was  the  impreffion  he  had  left  on  the 
enemy  and  the  excellence  of  his  difpofitions,  that  they  did 
not  even  attempt  to  didrefs  his  rear;  and  he  paffed  the 
Rhine  without  the  lead:  moleftation,  not  only  under  the  eye, 
but  as  it  were  within  the  grafp  of  a  fuperior  French  army. 

i  rom  this  the  operations  of  the  armies  became  gradually 
more  languid ;  for  as  nothing  decifive  happened  on  either 
fide  during  the  whole  campaign,  itwas  impoffible  to  think  at 
t  his  advanced  feaion  of  undertaking  any  very  fignalenterprife. 
As  if  by  common  confent  they  began  to  move  towards 
winter  quarters.  So  that  whatever  happened  after  this 
was  not  connected  with  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign  ; 
a^.d  were  the  fudden  adls  of  detached  parties,  who  attemp- 
tempted  fome  advantages  of  furprife.  Of  thefe  we  fhall  take 
mme  notice  before  we  conclude,  but  we  pafs  them  by  at 
prefent ;  the  attention  of  all  men  being  at  this  time  more 
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eno-ao-ed  by  an  event  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  which 
many  were  of  opinion  would  make  no  fmall  change  in  the 
nature  of  the  war,  and  above  all  in  the  general  fyi^em  of 
pacification.  This  was  the  death  of  George  II.  king  of 
Great  Britain. 

He  died  fuddenly  in  his  palace  at  Kenfington  in  the  77th 
year  of  his  age  and  33d  of  his  reign.  The  immediate  caufe 
of  his  death  was  the  rupture  ot  the  fubftance  of  the  right 
ventricle  of  his  heart,  by  which  the  circulation  was  Hop¬ 
ped  in  an  inftant.  This  was  preceded  by  no  fort  of  appa¬ 
rent  illnefs.  His  majefty  enjoyed  an  uncommon  degree  of 
health  and  ftrength  for  that  age;  but  it  was  believed  that 
he  had  fullered,  by  expofing  himfeif  too  much  to  the  cold, 
in  reviewing  fome  troops  that  were  to  be  embarked  for  the 
expedition.  He  had  been  extremely  folicitous  about  the 
fortune  of  this  expedition.  He  had  been  no  lels  anxious 
for  the  fate  of  the  enterprife  under  the  Hereditary  Prince, 
an  account  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  which  he  had  received,  tho’ 
it  was  not  at  that  time  made  public.  This  was  believed  to 
have  touched  him  deeply,  and  to  have  been  one  of  the 
caufes  of  a  death  fo  afflicting  to  all  his  people. 

When  future  hiftorians  come  to  fpeak  of  his  late  majefty, 
they  will  find  both  in  his  fortune  and  his  virtue,  abundant 
matter  for  juft  and  unfufpected  panegyric.  None  of  his 
predelfors  in  the  throne  of  England  lived  to  fo  great  an 
age;  few  of  them  enjoyed  fo  long  a  reign.  And  this  long 
courfe  was  diftinguifhed  by  circumftances  of  peculiar  feli¬ 
city,  whether  we  confider  him  in  the  public  or  the  private 
character.  His  fubjeCts,  allowing  for  one  fhort  and  as  it 
were  momentary  cloud,  enjoyed  perpetual  peace  at  home, 
and  abroad  on  many  occafions  accquired  great  glory  There 
was  to  the  laft  a  confiderable  increafe  in  their  agriculture, 
their  commerce,  and  their  manufactures,  which  were  daily 
improving  under  the  internal  tranquility  they  enjoyed,  and 
the  wife  regulations  that  were  made  in  every  fellion  of  his 
parliaments.  By  a  wonderful  happinefs,  he  left  thefe  e im¬ 
provements  no  way  checked,  but  rather  forwarded,  in  one 
of  the  moft  general  and  wafteful  wars  that  has  raged  in 
the  world  for  many  centuries. 

He  lived  entirely  to  extinguifh  party  and  the  fpirit  of 
party  in  his  kingdoms  ;  it  was  not  till  the  clofe  of  his  reign, 
that  his  family  might  have  been  confidered  as  firmly  and 
immoveably  feated  on  the  throne ;  but  he,  having  baffled 

all 
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all  the  private  machinations  of  his  enemies  policy,  Sub¬ 
dued  at  length  the  utmoft  effort  of  their  force  :  and  though 
on  that  menacing  occafion,  he  experienced  in  the  fulleft 
tneafure  the  affe&ion  of  his  people,  yet  the  completion  of 
this  great  fervice  to  his  family,  he  owed  folely  to  the  capa¬ 
city  and  bravery  of  his  own  Son. 

He  lived  with  his  queen  in  that  kind  of  harmony  and 
confidence,  that  is  feen  between  the  belt  fuited  couples  in 
private  life.  He  had  a  numerous  iffue,  in  which  he  had 
great  caufe  of  Satisfaction,  and  very  little  of  difquiet,  but 
what  was  the  alrnoff  neceffary  confequence  of  a  life  pro- 
tradfed  to  a  late  period.  Fie  furvived  feven  of  his  children. 
He  had  the  Satisfaction  to  fee  in  his  fucceffor,  what  is  very 
rare,  the  moft  effedtionate  obedience,  the  moft  dutiful  ac¬ 
quiescence  in  his  will ;  and  what  is  no  lefs  rare,  contrary 
to  the  fortune  of  moft  old  kings,  he  never  poftefted  more 
perfectly  the  love  of  his  fubjedts  than  in  the  laft  years  of 
his  life.  And  he  died  at  the  very  point  of  time  when  the 
terror  of  his  arms,  the  power  of  his  kingdoms  and  the  wif- 
dem  of  his  government,  were  all  railed  to  almoft  as  high 
a  pitch  as  they  could  poflibly  arrive  at  ;  they  were  indeed 
at  that  height  of  prosperity  and  glory,  as  never  had  been 
exceeded  in  the  reign  of  the  moft  fortunate  of  his  prede- 
ceiTors. 

Flis  parts  were  not  lively  or  brilliant ;  but  the  whole  of 
his  conduct  demonftrates  that  he  had  a  judgment  both  So¬ 
lid  and  comprehenfive.  He  underftood  the  interefts  of  the 
other  Sovereigns  of  Europe ;  and  was  particularly  {killed 
in  all  the  recedes  of  that  political  labyrinth,  the  fyftem  of 
Germany ;  of  the  liberties  of  which  he  was  through  his 
whole  life  a  moft  zealous  afferter.  In  the  year  1741,  he 
took  up  arms,  and  even  rifqued  his  own  perfon,  when  by 
the  projedted  difmemberment  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  they 
were  in  danger  of  falling  a  Sacrifice  to  a  French  fadtion. 
He  afterwards  refilled  with  equal  firmnefs  that  very  houle 
of  Auftria,  which  he  had  expofed  his  life  to  defend,  when 
the  liberties  of  the  empire  v/ere  threatened  from  that 
quarter,  •  - 

The  acquifitions  of  his  father,  were  by  him  confirmed, 
improved  and  enlarged.  He  was  enabled  by  his  ceconomy 
always  to  keep  up  a  confiderable  body  ol  troops  in  Hano¬ 
ver  ;  by  which  means,  when  the  war  broke  out,  there  was 
a  difclplined  Sorce  ready  to  oppofe  the  coma?/?n  enemy ; 
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and  we  do  not  hazard  any  thing  in  averting,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  prudent  forefight  of  that  meafure,  the 
army  which  has  fince  been  formed,  and  the  great  things 
which  have  ftnce  been  done,  could  never  have  had  exig¬ 
ence.  So  that  if  we  only  examine  what  he  has  done  m 
Germany,  when  we  reflect  what  enemies  fecret  and  de¬ 
clared  he  had  at  different  times  to  manage  and  to  tight  in 
that  country,  he  mull  in  every  fair  judgment  be  allowed 

the  greateft  prince  of  his  family.  , 

He  was  in  his  temper  fudden  and  violent ;  but  this*  tno 
it  influenced  his  behaviour,  made  no  impfeflion  on  hi^ 
condudf,  which  was  always  fufHciently  deliberate  and  at¬ 
tentive  to  his  own  interefts  and  thofe  of  his  fubjedts. 

He  was  plain  and  diredl  in  his  intentions  ;  true  to  his 
word  j  fteady  in  his  favour  and  protection  to  his  fervants, 
and  never  changed  them  willingly ;  this  appeared  clearly 
in  thofe  who  ferved  more  immediately  on  his  per  foil, 
whom  he  fcarce  ever  removed  ;  but  they  grew  old  along 
with  him,  or  died  in  their  places.  But  having  been  in  a 
fort  compelled  by  a  violent  fadtion,  to  relinquifh  <x  miniftcr 
for  whom  he  had  great  affedtion,  and  in  whom  he  repoled 
an  unlimited  confidence,  it  afterwards  became  a  matter  of 
more  indifference  to  him  by  whom  he  was  ferved  in  the 
affairs  of  his  government, 

He  was  merciful  in  his  difpofition,  but  not  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  as  in  any  fort  to  encourage  offences  againft  his  go¬ 
vernment.  On  the  luppreflion  of  the  rebellion  in  1746, 
he  behaved  without  any  remarkable  dilplay  either  of  leve- 
rity  or  clemency.  Many  were  pardoned,  many  punifhed; 
and  this  perhaps-,  is  the  mod  proper  condudt  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  where  offended  majefty  requires  vidfims,  juftice 
examples,  and  humanity  pardons.  But  though  the  law  in 
many  inftances  had  its  tree  courfe,  the  exceffes  commit¬ 
ted  in  the  rage  of  war,  were  by  him  neither  commanded 
nor  approved!  After  that  rebellion  had  been  fuppreffed, 
he  retained  no  bitter  remembrance  of  it,  either  to  the 
country  in  which  it  unfortunately  began,  or  even  to  many 
of  the  perfons  who  were  adfually  concerned  in  it. 

As  he  came  into  England  in  a  riper  age,  and  of  confe- 
quence  never  had  been  able  to  attain  a  perfedf  knowledge 
of  the  force  and  beauties  of  our  language,  he  never  (hewed 
a  fufficient  regard  to  the  Englifh  literature,  which  in  his 
reign  did  not  flourifh  :  and  this  mult  be  confidered  as  the 
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gi ea. eft,  or  lather  the  only  blemifh  that  lay  upon  his  go- 
vernment. 

He  has  been  cenfured,  as  a  little  too  attentive  to  money  * 
and  perhaps  in  Tome  minute  things  this  cenfure  was  not 
wholly  without  foundation.  But  there  are  two  confidera- 
tiom  which  greatly  enervate  this  objedlion  to  his  character, 
Birft,  that  this  difpofition  never  (hewed  itfelf  in  one  ra¬ 
pacious  act ;  and  2dly,  that  it  never  influenced  his  con- 
du£t  on  any  important  occafion.  For  it  is  now  well  known 
that  he  (hewed  no  improper  parflmony,  when  this  war 
broke  out.  In  fadt,  he  expended  fo  much  op  that  occa¬ 
fion,  that  on  his  deceafe,  his  private  wealth  was  found  to 
be  far  inferior  to  what  had  commonly  been  imagined. 

T  hough  it  is  true,  that  during  his  whole  life,  he  had 
fhewn  a  remarkable  affe&ion  to  his  Hanoverian  fubjedts, 
yet  the  laft  adf  of  it  demonftrated  that  they  were  far 
from  engrofling  the  whole  of  his  regard ;  and  that  in 
reality  his  German  pofleflions  held  no  other  place  in  his 
confideration  than  what  their  relative  importance  to  the 
reft  of  his  dominions  naturally  claimed.  For  when  that 
truly  ievere  trial  came,  in  which  the  intcrefts  of  England 
and  Hanover  were  feperated,  when  a  war  began  for  an  ob¬ 
ject  wholly  foreign  to  that  country,  a  war  in  which  Hano¬ 
ver  muft  fuffer  much,  and  could  hope  no  advantage,  even 
there  his  majefty  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  expofe  his 
German  dominions  to  almoft  inevitable  ruin,  rather  than 
make  or  even  propofe  the  fmalleft  abatement  from  the  inl¬ 
ine  nfity  of  the  Englifh  rights  in  America.  A  condudf  that 
more  than  wipes  of  e\rery  fufpicion  of  an  improper  par¬ 
tiality  ;  and  which  furely  ought  never  to  be  mentioned 
without  the  higheft  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  that  mag¬ 
nanimous  monarch. 

If  the  authors  of  thefe  (heets  were  equal  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
sign,  it  would  perhaps  be  impoflible  to  exhibit  a  more 
pleafing  picture  than  that  which  might  be  formed  from  a 
juft  view  of  his  late  majefty’s  condudl,  to  thefe  two  fo 
differently  conftituted  parts  of  his  dominions.  His  virtue 
was  proved  by  two  of  the  greateft  trials  to  which  the  na¬ 
ture  of  man  is  liable;  the  truft  of  abfolute  and  unbounded 
power  ;  and  the  moft  exalted  ftation  limited  by  the  ftridf- 
eft  laws.  For  thefe  two  fo  very  different  (ituations,  very 
different  and  almoft  oppofite  tempers  and  talents  have  been, 
always  thought  neceflary.  But  that  king  had  a  mind  per- 
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fe&ly  adapted  to  both  ;  for  whilft  in  England  he  kept  the 
liberties  of  his  people  inviolate,  and  like  a  wife  magiffrate, 
was  fatisfied  to  make  his  authority  co-operate  with  law, 
and  his  will  freely  fubfervient  to  the  wifdom  of  ages,  in 
Hanover  like  an  indulgent  father,  acting  only  from  the 
fentiments  of  a  paternal  heart,  his  affection  and  his  equity 
fupplied  the  want  of  law  and  conftitution.  He  has  indeed 
left  to  his  illuftrious  fucceffor,  an  admirable  example; 
which  he  not  only  promifes  to  follow,  but  in  many  re- 
fpe&s  to  exceed  ;  and  his  fubje&s  take  the  greater  intereft 
in  his  virtues,  as  they  look  upon  them  as  more  peculiarly 
their  own  ;  and  they  now  boaft  of  a  prince,  who  neither 
has,  nor  can  have  any  partiality  but  the  beft,  and  who  is 
in  birth  as  well  as  inclination  Britifh. 

As  foon  as  his  prefent  majefty  came  to  the 
throne,  and  had  met  his  parliament,  he  in  the  18  Nov* 
moft  public  and  folemn  manner  confirmed  the 
hopes  of  his  allies,  and  gave  the  moft  undoubted  aftiiran- 
ces  of  his  refolution  to  continue  the  war  on  the  former 
plan,  and  with  the  former  vigour ;  and  he  found  his  par¬ 
liament  no  ways  changed  in  their  refolution  of  fupporting 
it  with  the  fame  liberality  and  fpirit.  Infomuch  that  as 
there  was  no  apparent  change  either  in  the  fyftem  of  the 
alliance,  in  the  difpofition  of  the  king,  or  in  that  of  the 
nation,  or  in  the  general  plan  of  the  war,  we  have  only  to 
pafs  again  to  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  continent,  thinking 
it  unneceffary  to  apologize  to  our  readers  for  having  been 
diverted  from  the  courfe  of  the  narrative  for  a  fhort  time, 
by  an  event  of  fuch  melancholy  importance  to  Great.  Bri¬ 
tain  and  to  all  Europe. 

C  A  P.  VIII. 


Rufians  and  Aujiriam  enter  Brandenburg General  HuU 
Jen  retreats  from  Saxony  to  Berlin .  Evacuates  it .  The 
city  capitulates .  Berlin  defer ibed .  King9s  palaces  p/un* 

dered.  Enemy  retires  out  of  Brandenburg  after 
pillaged  it . 


THE  King  of  pruffia’s  letter,  with  which  we  clofed 
the  6th  chapter,  exhibited  a  true  picture  of  that  mo^ 
.  narch’s  apprehenfions  ;  the  events  which  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  proved  that  thefe  apprehenftons  were  but  too  well 
*  H  2  grounded 


316  5T&?  History  of  the  War.  1760* 

grounded.  The  vidlory  near  Lignitz,  indeed,  gave  Tome 
relief  to  Silefia  ;  but  whilft  the  enemy  had  fo  many  and  fo 
numerous  armies  in  the  field,  even  fhame  independent  of 
their  intereft  exadted  from  them  fome  ftroke  of  confe- 
quence. 

The  late  manoeuvres  had  neceffarily  drawn  the  king  of 
Pruffia  into  tjie  fouthern  parts  of  Silefia,  and  confequently 
to  a  great  diftance  from  Brandenburg,  with  which  country 
his  communication  was  much  interrupted,  or  rather  wholly 
cutoff.  The  Ruffian  army,  which  after  it  had  repaffed 
the  Oder  at  Auras,  began  to  move  out  of  Silefia,  pufhed 
forward  a  powerful  detachment  under  Count  Czernichew 
towards  the  March  of  Brandenburg.  A  body  of  15000 
Auftrians  under  the  Generals  Lacy  and  Brentano  from 
the  army  of  Count  Daun,  and  the  whole  united  corps  of 
Auftrians  and  Imperial ifts  which  added  in  Saxony,  .began 
their  march  in  concert  with  the  Ruffians,  and  propcfed  to 
unite  at  the  gates  of  Berlin.  Thefe  armies  amounted  to 
forty  thoufand  men. 

General  Hulfen,  who  was  altogether  too  weak  to  op- 
pofe  the  Imperialifts  in  Mifnia,  fell  back  upon  Berlin. 
General  Werner  who  had  lately  been  fent  into  Pomerania, 
returned  with  incredible  fpeed  and  joined  the  troops  under 
Hulfen  ;  but  when  they  viewed  their  combined  ftrength, 
they  found  it  confifted  of  no  more  than  15  or  16000  men, 
a  force  far  too  weak  to  oppofe  to  thofe  powerful  armies 
that  were  marching  againft  them.  Wholly  unable  to  pro¬ 
tect  a  place  of  fuch  immenfe  extent,  and  fuch  imperfedl 
fortifications,  they  faw  that  to  attempt  a  defence,  would 
be  only  to  involve  the  troops  in  the  inevitable  fate  that 
waited  the  city,  without  being  able  to  add  any  thing  effec¬ 
tual  to  its  fecurity  ;  therefore  after  having  defended  it 
againft  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Ruffians  under  Tottle- 
ben,  who  attacked  the  gates  and  bombarded  the  town, 
when  they  found  the  grand  armies  advancing  ;  they  made 
their  retreat  ;  leaving  only  three  weak  battalions  in  the 
place,  to  enable  it  to  make  fome  fort  of  capitulation  with 
the  enemy. 

Berlin  is  compofed  of  five  towns,  which  have  ftretched 
to  each  other  and  grown  into  one  vaft  city  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river  Spree.  It  has  been  augmented  to  this  gran¬ 
deur,  by  having  long  been  the  refidence  of  the  electors  of 

Brandenburg  and  kings  of  Pruffia,  who  as  they  have  en¬ 
larged 
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larged  their  dominions  by  inheritance,  force,  or  policy, 
have  all  contributed  fomething  to  the  grandeur  and  mag-' 
nificcnce  of  this  their  capital.  The  fituation  of  the  town 
on  fo  noble  and  navigable  a  river  as  the  Spree,  communi¬ 
cating  on  one  fide  with  the  Oder,  by  a  canal  (the  moft 
princely  work  of  her  fovereigns)  and  on  the  other  falling 
into  the  Elbe,  has  added  not  a  little  to  its  extent  and  opu¬ 
lence  ;  but  that  which  has  contributed  mod  of  all,  has  been 
the  reception  of  the  French  refugees,  to  which  this  city  has 
always  been  a  mod  affured  and  favourable  afylum,  as  it  has 
alfo  been  to  thofe  protedants  who  have  been  periecuted  in 
any  part  of  Germany ;  and  the  prefent  king  by  enlarging 
his  plan,  and  imparting  an  extent  of  toleration  unknown  to 
his  predecedors,  has  alfo  introduced  Roman  Catholics, 
whom  he  has  encouraged  by  differing  them  to  build  a  mod 
magnificent  church  in  the  heart  of  Berlin.  By  this  means 
he  has  brought  the  mod  oppofite  fadfions  to  concur  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  grandeur  of  his  royal  refidence.  From  thefe 
caufes  Berlin  is  become  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  cities 
in  Europe  ;  vad  in  its  extent ;  confiderable  in  its  commerce, 
and  magnificent  beyond  mod  others  in  its  public  and  private 
buildings,  and  the  regular  didribution  of  the  dreets  in  the 
new  town.  It  had  long  been  the  feat  of  the  greated  mili¬ 
tary  arrangements  in  the  world  ;  and  it  was  made  by  the 
prefent  king  the  feat  of  arts  and  fciences,  and  the  place  of 
refort  of  ingenious  men,  in  every  fcience,  in  every  art,  and 
from  every  quarter. 

Such  is  Berlin,  which  at  this  time  being  dcferted  by  the 
greated  part  of  its  garrifon,was  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of 
a  mighty  army  of  Audrians,  Ruffians,  Saxons  and  Imperia- 
lids,  animated  by  revenge  ;  exafperated  by  injuries  ;  and  in- 
digated  by  avarice.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  terror  and 
condernation  of  the  inhabitants  on  this  occafion.  They 
were  acquainted  with  the  favage  chara&er  of  one  part  of 
the  enemy,  and  with  the  violent  animofity  of  the  red ;  and 
they  knew  that  they  did  not  want  pretences  for  colouring 
their  feverities,  with  the  appearance  of  a  jud  retaliation. 

In  thefe  difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants,  the  enemy  ap¬ 
proached.  The  garrifon  immediately  propofed  to  capitu¬ 
late.  With  refpecd  to  them,  the  terms  were  ftiort ;  they 
were  made  prifoners  of  war.  But  with  regard  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  where  the  great  danger  lay,  the  conditions  were 
more  -tolerable  than  they  expected  5  they  were  promifed 
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the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ;  and  an  immunity  from 
violence  to  their  goods  and  perfons.  It  was  alfo  agreed  that 
the  Ruffian  irregulars  fhould  not  enter  the  town  ;  and  that 
the  king’s  palace  fhould  be  inviolable.  Thefe  on  the  whole, 
were  favourable  terms  ;  and  they  were  granted  principally 
on  the  mediation  ^of  the  foreign  minifters  redding  in 
Berlin,  who  interpofed  their  good  offices  with  great  zeal 
and  humanity.  The  difficulty  was,  how  to  fecure  the  ob- 
fervance  of  them. 

Thefe  conditions  being  made,  the  army  of  the 
9th  061.  allied  powers  entered  the  town  ;  totally  deftroyed 
the  magazines,  arfenals,  and  founderies,  feized 
jan  immenfe  quantity  of  military  ftores,  and  a  number  of 
cannon  and  arms  ;  called  firft  for  an  immenfe  payment  of 
800,000  guilders,  and  then  laid  on  a  contribution  of 
1,900,000  German  crowns  :  not  fatisfied  with  this,  many 
irregularities  tvere  committed  by  the  foldiery ;  but  on  the 
whole,  though  fome  fnocking  actions  were  committed,  a 
far  more  exadt  difcipline  was  obferved  than  from  fuch  troops 
could  have  been  expe&ed  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  where 
there  was  every  incentive  which  could  work  upon  the  licence 
of  a  conquering  army.  Their  officers  no  doubt  with  great 
difficulty  preferved  even  that  degree  of  order. 

But  though  their  behaviour  was  tolerable,  with  regard  to 
the  private  inhabitants,  there  was  fomething  Clocking  anc| 
ungenerous  in  their  treatment  of  the  king’s  palaces.  The 
apartments  of  the  royal  caftle  of  Charlottenburgh  were 
entirely  plundered,  the  precious  furniture  fpoiled,  the  pic¬ 
tures  defaced,  without  even  fparing  the  antique  ffiatues 
collected  by  Cardinal  Folignac,  which  had  been  purchafed 
by  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg.  The  caftle  of  Schonhoufen, 
belonging  to  the  queen,  and  thofe  of  Fredericksfeld,  be-» 
.longing  to  the  margrave  Charles,  were  al(o  plundered. 

The  palace  of  Potfdam,  the  famous  Sans-fouci,  had  a 
better  fate  ;  Prince  Efterhafi  commanded  there  ;  it  was  pre¬ 
ferved  from  the  fmalleft  violation.  The  Prince  on  viewing 
the  palace  only  afked  which  pidture  of  the  king  refembled 
him  moft,  and  being  informed,  defired  that  he  might  have 
leave  to  take  it,  together  with  two  German  flutes  which  the 
king  ufed,  to  keep  them,  he  faid,  in  memory  of  his  majefty. 
This  was  a  fort  of  taking  very  different  from  pillage. 

•  They  ft  aid  in  the  city  four  days,  but  hearing  that  the 
king,  apprehenftve  of  this  ftreke.  was  .moving  to  the  reliei 
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of  his  capital,  they  quitted  it  on  the  13th  of  October;  and 
having  wafted  the  whole  country  round  for  a  vaft  extent* 
and  driven  away  all  the  cattle  and  horfes  they  could  find* 
retreated  by  different  routs  out  of  Brandenburgh,  leaving 
the  people  ftill  trembling  under  the  alarm,  and  hardly  yet 
certain  of  their  fafety. 

We  do  by  no  means  undertake  to  authenticate  the  rava¬ 
ges  which  the  Pruftian  accounts  charged  upon  the  Auftrians 
and  their  allies,  in  this  incurfion  ;  nor  whether  they  may 
not  have  been  in  general  much  exaggerated,  or  in  fome 
cafes  absolutely  feigned.  We  have  abundant  reafon  to  fuf- 
pe£t  the  exadf  veracity  of  many  pieces  of  that  nature  which 
have  been  published  on  all  fides  ;  and  which  are  but  too  fre¬ 
quently  a  fort  of  ftate  libels,  where  the  powers  at  war,  not 
content  to  deftroy  each  other  in  the  field,  purfue  their  ad- 
verfaries  reputation,  and  endeavour  mutually  to  paint  each 
other  as  monfters  equally  devoid  of  juftice  and  compaftion. 
Indeed  if  we  were  to  give  credit  to  all  the  writings  of  this 
kind  that  have  appeared,  it  were  hard  to  fay  which  of  the 
parties  have  by  their  conduct  brought  the  greateft  difgrace 
upon  human  nature.  It  is,  however*  certain,  that  the 
country  of  Brandenburg  fuffered  more  feverely  on  this  oc~ 
cafion  than  the  city  of  Berlin.  An  ill  difciplined  army  is 
always  moft  furious  in  its  retreat,  and  the  country  had  made 
no  conditions. 

CHAP.  IX. 

Imperialijls  male  themfelves  majlers  of  Mlfnia.  M.  Stain - 
Tjille  enters  Halberjladt.  Ruffians  befiege  Colberg.  Lau - 
dohn  befieges  Cofel.  King  of  Pruffia  and  M.  Daun  march 
into  Saxony .  Battle  of  Torgau .  M \  Daun  wounded . 

The  towns  in  Mifnia  retaken .  Siege  of  Colberg  raifed . 
Swedes  driven  back . 

THE  King  of  Pruffia  at  laft  faw  bis  capital  taken  by  his 
moft  cruel  enemies,  and  put  to  ranfom  ;  his  native 
country  was  wafted  ;  they  took  up  their  quarters  in  his  pa¬ 
laces  :  but  this  was  far  from  the  whole  of  his  misfortunes. 
When  Gen.  Hulfen  marched  to  cover  Brandenburg,  there 
remained  no  Pruftian  army  in  Saxony.  So  that  the  Impe¬ 
rial  army  on  their  return  from  Berlin,  within  a  Ihort  time, 
and  with,  little  oppofition,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Leip- 
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fick,  Torgau,  Meiffen,  and  at  laft  of  Wittemberg  ;  in  which 
city  they  took  the  grand  magazine  of  the  Pruf* 

15  oa.  fians  immenfely  ftored.  The  king  was  now 
totally  driven  out  of  Saxony,  in  which  he  had  no 
longer  a  fingle  place. 

M.  Stainviile  with  a  detachment  of  Broglio’s  army,  as 
foon  as  Wangenheim  had  been  obliged  to  repafs  the  Wefer 
(as  we  have  related  in  the  feventh  chapter)  pufhed  into  the 
King  of  Pruffia’s  dominions  on  that  fide,  and  laid  the  city 
and  dutchy  of  Halberftadt  under  contribution.  In  the  eaft- 
ern  Pomerania,  the  Ruffians  had  inverted  Colberg,  both  by 
land  and  fea,  and  prefled  that  city  with  a  clofe  and  unremit¬ 
ted  rtege.  The  king  could  fcarcely  hope  to  relieve  it.  In 
the  weftern  Pomerania,  the  Swedes  urged  forward  with  un¬ 
common  vigour,  hoping  to  partake  in  the  Plunder  of  Ber¬ 
lin  ;  and  they  advanced  with  fuccefs.  In  Silefia,  the  king 
had  no  fooner  began  his  march  to  the  northward,  than 
Baron  Laudohn  profited  of  his  abfence  to  rufh  again  into 
that  country,  and  to  invert  the  ftrong  and  important  fortrefs 
of  Cofel.  Whilft  the  king’s  dominions  were  thus  attacked  ' 
in  fo  many  parts,  he  was  himfelf  attended  every  ftep  of  his 
march  by  the  fuperior  army  of  Count  Daun,  who  moved 
along  with  him  and  watched  him  with  the  moft  attentive 
vigilance.  His  condition  feemed  extremely  to  refemble  that 
to°which  he  had  been  reduced  in  the  autumn  immediately 
preceding  the  battle  of  Rofbach.  In  Silefia,  his  condition 
was  at  that  time  worfe  *,  but  he  was  then  in  the  poflfeffion 
of  Saxony,  of  which  in  this  campaign  he  was  wholly  de- 


Saxony  was,  however,  flill  his  great  object,  and  knowing 
that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Brandenburgh  on  his  approach, 
he  left  that  country  on  his  right,  and  continued  his  march 
to  the  Elbe,  which  he  pafs’d  on  the  25th  of  October.  M. 
Daun  parted  it  the  fame  day.  The  two  champions  were  to 
eneage  once  more  for  the  fo  often  contended  prize  :  but 
now  every  difadvanfage  was  on  the  fide  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  who  had  no  longer  any  place  of  ftrength  in  that 
country,  and  all  the  magazines  he  had  amaffed  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  But  being  joined  by  his  generals 
Huifen  and  P.  Eugene  of  Wirtemberg,  with  the  corps  un¬ 
der  their  command,  he  advanced  up  the  Elbe,  w  1  • 

Daun  fell  back  to  cover  Leipfic  and  Torgau ;  but  tin  ing 

the  Pruffians  directed  their  march  towaids  the  e,  u 

encamped 
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encamped  within  reach  of  Torgau,  one  part  of  his  army 
extending  to  the  Elbe,  by  which  he  was  covered  on  that 
fide,  and  whilft  he  was  proteded  on  every  other  quarter  by 
ponds,  hills^  and  woods,  it  was  impofhble  to  chule  a  more 
advantageous  fituation,  in  which  above  80,000  men  were 
polled  with  every  precaution  that  could  be  taken  by  a  weak 

army  in  the  moft  unlucky  pofition.  , 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  extremely  fenfible  of  the 
ftrength,  the  advantageous  poflure,  and  the  precautions  of 
M.  Dauii  5  he  could  have  no  hope  of  drawing  that  wary 
commander  from  his  poll ;  and  yet  he  faw  a  neceffity  o 
fighting  him  even  there.  The  winter  was  now  far  advan¬ 
ced.  His  troops  were  extremelyharr  affed  by  fuch  long  and 
rapid  marches  :  and  he  had  no  place  for  their  winter-quar¬ 
ters  but  his  own  country,  already  wailed  by  the  enemies 
incurfions  :  and  here  ftreightened  for  fubfiflence,  cut  oil 
from  all  power  of  recruitings  he  was  to  expedl  to  be  attack- 
fed,  as  it  were,  in  a  narrow  corner  by  the  combined  force 
of  fo  many  powerful  and  exafperated  enemies. 

In  thefe  circumftances  he  was  refolved  to  come  to  a  bat¬ 
tle.  He  caufed  his  army  to  be  informed  that  he  was  to  lead 
them  to  a  moft  defpferate  attempt,  that  his  affairs  required 
it,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  conquer  ot  die  in  the  ex¬ 
pected  engagement.  They  unanimoufly  anfvvered,  that 
they  would  die  along  with  him. 

Animated  by  this  declaration  he  began  his 
march  ;  but  having  taken  a  refolution  as  daring  3d  Nov* 
as  could  be  didlated  by  defpair,  he  made  all  the 
difpofitions  with  as  much  fkill  and  care  as  could  be  fuggeft- 
fed  by  the  moft  guarded  prudence.  He  divided  his  army 
into  three  columns ;  General  Hulfen  with  one  was  to  take 
poft  in  a  wood  that  lay  on  the  left  of  the  Auftrian  army, 
and  had  Orders  not  to  move  until  he  found  the  reft  of  the 
Pruflians  engaged.  General  Ziethen  was  to  charge  on  the 
right  ;  the  great  attack  in  front  was  to  be  made  by  the  king 
in  perfon.  The  king  had  difpofed  his  force  in  fuch  a  man-* 
ner,  that  either  his  right  or  left  mull  take  the  enemy  in 
fear  and  clofe  them  in,  fo  as  to  difable  them  from  under¬ 
taking  any  thing  againft  the  part  where  he  intended  to  effedt 
his  principal  attack.  This  was  the  king’s  difpofitiom 
M.  Daun  as  foon  as  he  perceived  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
was  ferious  in  his  refolution  of  fighting,  to  prevent  confu- 
fiorij  fent  all  his  baggage  over  the  Elbe,  acrofs  which  he 
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threw  three  bridges  to  be  ready  in  cafe  a  retreat  fho-uld  be 
found  neceffary.  At  the  fame  time  he  caufed  Torgau  to  be 
evacuated.  And  then  extending  his  firft  line  to  a  village 
called  Zinne  on  the  left,  he  ftretched  it  to  another  called 
Grofwitz  on  the  right ;  fupporting  the  right  of  his  fecond 
line,  upon  the  Elbe. 

In  this  difpofition  he  was  found,  when  about  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  king  began  his  attack,  and  was  receiv¬ 
ed  with  the  fire  of  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
were  difpofed  along  the  Auftrian  front.  Three  times  the 
Pruflians  were  led  on;  they  perfevered  in  their  attacks 
with  uncommon  refolution,  but  were  every  time  repulfed 
and  broken  with  a  moft  terrible  daughter.  The  king  at 
length  ordered  a  frefh  body  of  his  cavalry  to  advance,  which 
at  firft  compelled  the  Auftrians  to  give  way ;  but  as  frefh 
reinforcements  were  continually  poured  on  that  part,  this 
cavalry  was  in  its  turn  obliged  to  fall  back,  and  the  battle 
ftill  remained  at  leaft  dubious,  or  rather  inclined  againft  the 
King  ofPruffia,  whofe  troops,  as  they  had  made  aftonifhing 
efforts,  fo  they  fuffered  beyond  all  defcription.  But  whilft 
the  Pruflians  fuftained  themfelves  in  that  quarter  with  fuch 
extreme  difficulty,  General  Ziethen,  with  the  right  wing 
took  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  repulfed  them  and  poffeffed 
himfelf  of  fome  eminences  which  commanded  the  whole 
Auftrian  army.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs  the  Pruffiait 
infantry  once  more  advanced,  maftered  feveral  of  the 
enemy’s  intrenchments,  and  made  way  for  a  new  attack  of 
their  cavalry,  which  broke  in  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity 
upon  the  Auftrians,  and  threw  feveral  bodies  of  them  into 
irreparable  diforder.  It  was  now  about  nine  o’clock,  the 
two  armies  were  involved  in  a  pitched  darknefs  ;  yet  the  fire 
continued  without  intermiftion,  and  the  battalions  wdth  a 
blind  rage  difcharged  at  each  other  without  diftinguifhing 
friend  or  foe. 

M.  Daun  did  every  thing  in  the  difpofition  and  theadfion, 
that  became  his  high  character.  But  he  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  miraculous  fortune  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  He 
received  a  dangerous  wTound  on  the  thigh,  and  was  carried 
from  the  field,  which  probably  difheartened  the  troops,  and 
haftened  the  defeat.  The  command  then  fell  on  the  Count 
O’Donnel,  who  finding  a  great  part  of  his  troops  in  difor¬ 
der,  the  night  advanced,  and  the  enemy  poffeffed  of  emi¬ 
nences  which  commanded  his  camp,  and  of  which  it  was 
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vain  to  think  of  difpoffeffing  them,  ordered  a  retreat,  which 
was  conduced  in  this  darknefs  and  acrofs  the  Elbe  with 
wonderful  order ;  none  were  loft  in  pafting  the  bridges,  and 
far  the  greater  part  of  their  artillery  was  preferved.  The 
Pruffians  remained  maftcrs  of  this  well-fought  and  bloody 
field.  The  darknefs  hindered  them  from  molefting  the 
enemies  retreat  or  improving  their  vidfory,  which  they 
bought  at  the  expence  of  ten  thoufand  killed  and  wounded, 
and  about  three  thoufand  prifoners.  But  even  with  this  lofs, 
the  advantage  was  'well  purchafed  :  it  was  a  neceftary  and  a 
glorious  vidtory.  It  re-eftablifhed  the  reputation  of  their 
arms  ;  it  fecured  their  winter-quarters  ;  and  gave  them 
again  the  poffeffion  of  a  great  part  of  Saxony. 

Probably  of  all  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  battles,  this  was  the 
moft  important ;  and  it  was  that  in  the  condudt  of  which 
he  fhewed  the  greateft  {kill,  intrepidity,  and  perfeverance. 
His  troops  behaved  with  a  firmnefs  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  thofe  which  he  formerly  led  into  Bohemia.  In 
this  a&ion  where  they  were  to  furmount  every  obftacle  and 
encounter  every  difficulty  and  danger  in  order  to  attack  fo 
great  and  excellent  an  army  as  the  Auftrian,  under  fuch  an 
accomplifhed  commander  as  M.  Daun,  th-eir  number  did 
not  exceed  fifty  thoufand  men. 

The  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  was  very  great ;  the  number 
killed  and  wounded  is  not  indeed  accurately  known.  Pro¬ 
bably  it  did  not  much,  if  at  all  exceed  the  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  victorious  army  ;  but  the  prifoners  were  far  more 
numerous,  two  hundred  and  fixteen  officers  of  the  Auftri¬ 
ans  were  taken,  among  whom  were  four  generals,  together 
with  eight  thoufand  of  the  common  fort.  The  king  in  this 
battle,  in  which  he  every  moment  expofed  his  life  to  the 
greateft  dangers,  received  a  flight  contufion  in  his  breaft  by 
a  mufketftiot. 

The  Auftrians  difputed  the  vi&ory  in  the  Gazettes.  But 
the  King  ofPruffia  reaped  all  the  fruits  of  it;  he  recovered 
all  Saxony  except  Drefden  ;  it  had  been  the  extremity  of 
rafhnefs  to  have  commenced  the  fiege  of  that  place  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  and  in  the  fight  of  an  army  ftrongly  polled, 
and  which  though  it  had  been  beaten  continued  after  its  de¬ 
feat,  more  numerous  than  his  own.  His  troops  had  alrea¬ 
dy  fuftained  fatigues  almoft  beyond  human  ftrength ;  and 
the  moft  prudent  part  now  left  was  to  permit  them  to  en¬ 
joy  a  little  repofe ;  and  in  the  interval  of  adfion  to  prepare, 
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by  employing  the  means  his  vidlory  had  put  into  his  hands, 
for  the  arduous  work  of  the  enfuing  campaign. 

Indeed  the  face  of  the  Pruffian  affairs  had  been  prodi- 
giouflvxhanged  fince  the  day  in  which  their  enemies  had 
entered  Berlin.  It  was  obferved  that  the  taking  of  that  city 
had  been  before  this  ominous  to  the  Auftrian  caufe  :  and 
that  General  Baddick’s  expedition  againft  it  in  1757,  had 
been  followed  by  the  viftories  of  Rofbach  and  Id ffa,  as  this 
Irruption  was  by  that  of  Torgau.  There  was  fome  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  former  vidlories  and  the  latter.  But  the 
PrufTians  drew  motives  of  confolation  and  hope  from  thefe 
coincidences.  There  was  alfo  fomething  folid  in  the  advan¬ 
tages  they  had  acquired.  After  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  march 
had  delivered  Berlin,  General  Werner  marched  into  Pome¬ 
rania  \  and  on  his  approach,  together  with  that  of  Winter, 
the  Ruffians  raifed  the  fiege  of  Colberg,  (which  they  had 
kept  fo  long  blocked  up  by  fea  arid  land)  and  then  retired 
into  Poland,  not  having  been  able  to  effect  in  Pomerania  by 
the  operations  of  the  whole  year,  more  than  the  devaluation 
of  the  open  country.  Then  Werner  having  freed  the 
Ealtern,  flew  to  the  relief  of  the  Weftern  Pomerania,  where 
the  fuccefs  was  as  rapid,  and  more  brilliant.  He  defeated 
a  body  of  Swedes  which  was  polled  near  PafTewalk,  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men,  in 
killed  and  prifoners  ;  and  purfuing  his  advantage  with  fpirit, 
the  Swedes  were  at  length  compelled  to  evacuate  the  Pruf- 
fian  Pomerania,  and  to  fall  back  upon  Stralfund. 

All  the  armies  of  the  Ruffians  at  length  quitted  the  king’s 
territories,  (fenerai  Eaudohn  abruptly  raifed  the  blockade  of 
Cofel  ;  and  afterwards  abandoning  Landlhut*  he  retired  into 
the  Auftrian  Silefia,  and  left  all  the  Pruffian  part  in  quiet. 
M.  Daun  after  the  battle  of  Torgau,  feeing  the  King  of 
Pruffia  attempt  nothing  againft  Drefden,  placed  one  part  of 
his  army  in  that  city,  and  cantoned  the  reft  in  thofe  ftrong 
poll's  which  lie  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  it,  by  which  he 
commanded  the  Elbe  and  kept  open  his  communication  with 
Bohemia.  The  army  of  the  empire  retired  into  Franconia, 
and  placed  its  head  quarters  at  Bamberg. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  omitted  nothing  to  re-eftabhth  his 
affairs;  and  the  recovery  of  Saxony  gave  him  great  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  that  purpofe.  We  may  judge  of  the  importance 
of  that  poffeffion  by  the  refources  he  was  able  to  draw  from 

it.  He  demanded  of  the  circle  of  Leipftck  for  the  conff*bu« 
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tions  of  the  enfuing  year,  two  millions  of  crowns,  exclufive 
of  the  ordinary  revenue,  together  with  a  vaft  quantity  ol 
forage  and  provifion.  From  all  the  other  parts  of  Milrna 
which  he  held  he  exaded  in  the  fame  proportion.  He 
compelled  them  alfo  to  fupply  a  vaft  number  of  reciuits  „ 
his  demand  was  twenty  thoufand  ;  and  though  it  be  certain 
that  they  could'not  fupply  fo  many,  yet  he  was  c  nab  Jed  by 
the  recruits  furnifhed  by  Saxony  alone,  entirely  to  nil  up 
the  breaches  which  the  battle  of  Torgau  had  made  in  hi* 
battalions.  He  drew  alfo  vaft  refources  from  the  dutchy  oi 
Mecklenburgh,  which  he  taxed  at  fome  millions  of  crowns, 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  provilion,  and  a  great  number  oi 
recruits.  Thefe  he  infifted  either  on  receiving  immediately, 
or  that  the  duke  fhould  enter  his  troops  into  the  Pruflian 
fervice.  It  is  faid  that  his  majefty  then  made  fome  foit  oi 
treaty  or  compofition  with  the  duke,  whofe  condition  has 
been  from  the  beginuing  of  the  war,  the  worft  that  can  be 
imagined.  For  his  fituation  is  fuch,  juft  behind  the  F  ruffian 
dominions,  and  out  of  all  poffibility  of  communication  with, 
the  grand  armies  of  his  allies,  that  he  cannot  be  benefited 
by  any  advantages  which  they  acquire  *,  on  the  contrary,  he 
fufFers  almoft  equally,  whether  the  King  of  Pruffia  be  vic¬ 
torious  or  defeated  ;  and  his  dominions  muft  iurnifti  the 
means  of  improving  the  king’s  victories,  and  repaiiing  hi> 
Ioffes.  If  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  made  a  treaty  with  this 
Prince,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  almoft  wholly  in  his 
majefty’s  favour,  and  that  he  has  taken  care  that  he  (hall 
not  draw  much  lefs  profit  from  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburgh 
as  an  ally,  than  he  had  derived  from  him  as  an  enemy .  . 

In  fhort,  with  regard  to  extent  of  poffeflion,  the  King 
of  Pruffia  is  much  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which  he  was 
left  at  the  clofing  the  foregoing  campaign  ;  but  in  all  other 
refpedts  his  condition  is  infinitely  preferable.  He  had  then 
indeed  the  fame  poffeffions  in  Saxony ;  but  he  clofed  that 
campaign  with  thelofs  of  two  battles,  deftrudlive  in  them- 
felves,  and  difgraceful  in  their  circumftances  :  he  doled 
this  by  a  moft  beneficial  and  moft  glorious  vidtory,  by  which 
the  reputation  of  his  arms,  greatly  tarnifhed,  was  reftored 
to  its  former  brightnefs,  and  which  in  its  confequences  has 
given  him  as  fair  a  profpedl  of  fuccefs  as  he  can  have,  tvhilft 
the  alliance  againft  him  is  not  in  the  lead  degree  weakened 
by  the  falling  off  of  the  moft  inconfiderable  member,  or' 
the  abatement  of  the  fmalleft  degree  of  their  animofity. 
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‘■tie  Alnes  7 aife  the  fiege  of  Gottingen.  Winter  quarters 
etna  fu firings  of  the  Britifi b  troops.  Popular  delates  in 
England  concerning  the  German  J'Var. 

“{lied  3xmy  in  Weflphalia  alter  their  failure  on 
JL  the  lower  Rhine,  turned  their  attention  to  the  eaft- 
\\ard:^  of  the  Wefer,  and  made  a  vigorous  attempt  upon 
Gottingen.  which  from  the  22d  of  November,  until  the 
£  2th  of  the  following  month,  they  kept  blockaded.  But 
tllC  d'  tench  made  a  brave  defence,  and  having  taken  a  fi  r  on  g 
port  of  the  allies  in  a  fally,  they  compelled  them  to  jaife  the 
blockade.  They  were  before  heartily  weary  of  it,  having 
inhered  incredible  hardfhips,  both  in  this  and  all  the  other 
Cervices  of  the  campaign,  in  which  they  had  fo  often  tra¬ 
versed  that  great  trad!  of  country  which  lies  between  the 
Maine,  the  Wefer,  and  the  Rhine  :  and  though  the  winter 
continued  very  temperate  and  open,  fuch  unufual  rains 
had  fallen,  that  the  waters  were  every  where  out,  and  the 
roads  fo  damaged,  that  their  provifions  could  fcarcely  arrive, 
or  their  communication  be  preferved. 

At  length  therefore,  they  fubmitted  to  go  into  winter 
quarters,  leaving  the  French  in  poffeffion  of  Hefle,  and  the 
whole  country  eaftward  of  the  Wefer  to  the  frontiers  of 
the  electorate  :  by  which  they  communicated  with  the 
Austrians  and  Impcrialifls,  and  prevented  the  fuccours  with 
which  the  King,  of  Pruffia,  after  the  battle  of  Torgau,  had 
intended  to  reinforce  the  allied  army.  The  Englifh  troops 
were  cantoned  for  the  winter,  in  the  bifhopric  of  Pader- 
borny  and  Lord  Granby  eftablifhed  his  head  quarters  in 
t.:ie  city  of  that  name.  But  thefe  quarters  proved  a  very 
indifferent  place  of  repofe  for  the  Britifh  troops,  worn  out 
the  fatigues  of  fo  laborious  a  campaign,  partly  from 
'he  natural  penury  of  the  country ;  and  partly  from  the 
vaft  numbers  to  be  supported,  at  a  time  when  the  fphere  of 
’'heir  fubfiftence  was  extremely  Rreightened  ;  and  even  that 
narrow  fphere  exhaufted  by  having  been  four  years  the  feat 
cf  war.  'This  fcarcity  was  increafed  by  the  difficulty  of  the 
r  oad  y  and  probably  in  foinc  degree  by  the  avarice  of  con¬ 
tractors,  over  whom,  feveral  were  of  opinion,  as  ftriCf  a 
watch  had  not  been  kept,  as  is  at  all  times  rjeceflary  for  that 
fox  r  of  people 
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But  whatever  were  the  caufes  of  this  fcarcity  :  it  was  bit¬ 
terly  felt  by  the  troops,  and  was  accompanied  by  difeafes 
which  thinned  them  extremely.  This  raifed  a  general  dis¬ 
content  in  the  army,  which  was  fpeedily  communicated  ta 
England,  where  the  people  during  the  preceding  year,  not 
having  been  ffruck  with  thofe  brilliant  advantages  which 
diffinguifh  an  offenfive  campaign,  did  not  coniine  their  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  but  began  to  fall  into  an 
almoft  general  diilike  of  the  very  fyffem  upon  which  it 
was  purfued. 

Much  of  the  old  difpute  between  the  naval  and  continen¬ 
tal  fchemes  was  renewed  ;  and  enforced  with  many  addi¬ 
tional  topics.  The  alliances  of  the  war  in  Germany  were 
feverely  criticifed.  We  are  purfuing,  faid  they,  a  fyffem* 
by  which  we  muft  certainly  lofe  all  the  advantages  which 
we  acquired  for  the  fhort  time  we  followed  one  that  was 
tnore  national,  and  fuitable  to  our  circumffances  ;  a  fyilem 
of  all  others  the  moil  abfurd  ;  a  fyilem  in  which  defeats  are 
attended  with  their  ufual  fatal  efiecls,  and  in  which  even 
vidfory  itfelf  cannot  fave  us  from  ruin.  W e  will  not  enter* 
faid  they,  into  that  long  and  vainly  agitated  queftion,  Whe¬ 
ther  we  ought  to  take  any  part  in  the  differences  which 
may  arife  between  the  powers  on  the  continent  ?  This 
difquifition  is  foreign  to  the  prefent  purpofe  ;  and  it  is  be- 
fides  of  too  vague  and  general  a  nature  to  admit  any  precife 
determination  ;  but  this  undoubtedly  may  be  afierted,  that 
We  never  can  confilfently  with  common  prudence,  engage 
in  a  continental  war  againff  France,  without  a  concurrence 
in  our  favour  of  the  other  powers  on  the  continent.  This 
was  the  continental  fcheme  of  the  great  King  William  ;  and 
this  principle  the  foundation  of  the  grand  alliance  which  he 
projedfed,  and  at  the  head  of  which,  in  defence  of  the  li¬ 
berties  of  Europe,  he  made  the  nioft  auguft  appearance  to 
which  human  nature  can  be  raifed.  It  was  on  this  princi¬ 
ple,  that  in  conjunction  with  half  Europe,  we  carried  on 
the  war  with  fo  much  honour  and  fuccefs  againff  France* 
under  the  Duke  of  Marl  borough.  But  to  engage  in  a  con¬ 
tinental  war  with  that  power,  not  only  unaflifled  but  oppo- 
fed  by  the  greatef!  part  of  thofe  {fates  with  whom  we  were 
then  combined,  is  an  attempt  never  to  be  juffified  by  any 
comparative  calculation  of  the  populoufnefs,  the  revenues* 
or  the  general  flrength  of  the  two  nations.  It  is  a  def- 
perate  llruggle,  which  muff  finally  end  in  our  ruin. 
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But  what  is  the  fcene  which  we  have  chofen  for  this 
ftruggle  ?  We  have  chofen  Germany ;  the  very  fpot  of  all 
others  which  the  French,  if  they  had  their  choice,  would 
have  pointed  out  to  us.  By  making  Germany  the  theatre 
of  war,  they  fee  that  country  wafted  and  deftroyed,  the 
ftrength  of  which  has  always  proved  the  greateft  bulwark 
againft  there  overbearing  ambition.  They  fee  the  fwords 
of  the  Germans,  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  thatvaft  and 
populous  country,  turned  againft  each  other ;  and  they  fee 
with  joy  the  Englifh,  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  fave  them  as 
much  as  poftible,  co-oporating  with  her  blood  and  trea- 
fures,  to  compleat  the  difunion,  and  confequently  the  de- 
folation  of  Germany.  In  a  war  in  that  country  France  has 
many  advantages  :  {he  fupports  her  armies  in  a  great  degree 
by  pillaging  thofe  whom  in  every  refpedl  it  is  her  intereft  to 
weaken.  She  is  not  very  remote  from  her  own  fronties, 
from  whence  fhe  is  eafily  provided,  eafily  recruited;  and  by 
means  of  which  a  great  part  of  the  public  money  is  expend¬ 
ed  in  the  country  where  it  is  raifedi  Is  fhe  uiifuccesful  ? 
fhe  is  brought  thereby  but  the  nearer  to  her  frontiers,  fup¬ 
ports  her  troops  with  ftill  the  greater  facility,  and  exhaufts 
ftill  Ids  the  natural  wealth  of  her  people.  Even  fuppofe 
the  French  army  driven  into  France;  even  then  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  on  her  fide  are  increafed  ;  and  very  obvious  cir- 
cumftances  render  it  impoftible  for  the  allied  army  to  pufh 
their  fuccefs  on  the  German  frontiers  of  France  to  any  de- 
cifive  confequence. 

But  to  the  Englifh,  every  thing  is  unfavourable  in  fueft 
a  war ;  their  greateft  fuccefles  will  only  carry  them  to  a 
greater  diftarlce  from  their  refources,  and  every  ftep  of 
their  progrefs  mu  ft  make  the  tranfport  of  provifion,  artillery* 
ammunition,  and  the  infinite  impediments  of  a  large  army 
more  difficult,  and  in  the  end  altogether  impracticable.  This 
is  not  (peculation  ;  the  events  which  followed  the  battle  of 
Creveit  have  proved  it.  Prince  Ferdinand,  victorious  ill 
that  action,  was  obliged,  rather  from  the  difficulty  of  fub- 
fifting,  than  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  to  repafs  the 
Rhine,  and  to  bring  back  to  Germany  that  war  with  which 
he  threatened  France.  It  is  thus,  that  upon  this  plan,  vic¬ 
tory  itfelf  cannot  fave  us,  and  thatallour  fuccefles  ferve  only 
to  accumulate  new  diftrefies,  new  difficulties,  new  charges* 
Whilft  France,  who  has  only  con tfafled  her  expences  by 

the  lofis  of  her  navy,  encourages  us  to  enter  deeper  and 
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deeper  into  the  inextricable  toils  of  a  G  erman  war,  in  which 
we  wafte  our  ftrength  only  to  entangle  ourielves  [uruher. 
She  holds  the  firings,  and  can  never  be  tired  out  at  this 
game.  From  all  this  arifes  an  expence  unknown  even  in 
thought  to  our  forefathers,  and  which  the  Angle  revenue  of 
England  is  by  no  means  able  to  bear.  The  allies,  if  they 
deferve  the  name,  fupply  not  the  fmalleft  part  of  it.  The 
Hanoverians  and  Heflians  contribute  to  our  fervice  only  by 
enabling  us  to  protraCl  ftill  longer  our  efforts  in  a  fyftcm,  in 
which  nothing  can  fo  effectually  ferve  us  as  being  defeated 
as  early  as  poftible. 

As  to  the  King  ofPruflia,  what  we  pay  to  that  monarch, 
may  rather  be  confidered  as  tribute  than  fubfidy  ;  fince  we 
receive  nothing  in  return  :  and  that  far  from  being  able  to 
afford  any  relief  to  our  armies,  he  is  fcarcely  in  a  condition 
to  fupport  himfelf.  So  that  this  alliance  is  worfe  than  the 
former,  as  it  is  an  heavy  charge  compenfated  not  only  with 
no  real,  but  even  with  no  apparent  or  ftiewy  advantage. 
Indeed,  he  is  an  ally  the  1  aft  in  the  world  we  ought  to  have 
chofen,  on  account  cf  his  Ions;  connection  with  our  worft 
enemies,  the  mean  and  the  hoftile  fentiments  he  has  always 
entertained  towards  us,  the  injuries  he  has  done  us,  and  the 
general  lightnefs  of  his  faith  with  regard  to  his  former  allies. 
We  regard  him,  it  is  true,  as  the  protestor  of  the  Proteftant 
religion  ;  but  how  lightly  he  thinks  of  all  religion  his  writ¬ 
ings  teftify  ;  and  what  mifchiefs  he  has  done  the  Proteftant 
caufe  in  particular,  this  war  will  be  a  lafting  memorial. 
When  he  entered  Saxony,  a  Proteftant  country,  he  found 
that  religion  no  ways  molefted  in  thofe  places,  where  it  had 
been  eftablifhed  or  tolerated  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia. 
Even  in  the  Popilh  dominions  the  perfecution  began  to  lole 
fomething  of  its  edge,  when  he  under  the  name  of  its  pro- 
teCtor,  brought  upon  it  as  great  a  calamity  as  its  moft  deter¬ 
mined  enemies  could  have  wifhed ;  by  dividing  the  reform¬ 
ed  ftates  of  the  empire,  and  fetting  Froteftants  to  cut  the 
throats  of  Proteftants,  whilft  all  the  Popifh  powers  have 
been  forced  into  a  ftriCl  confederacy, 

Had  we  kept  ourfelves  clear  of  this  runious  fyftem,  and 
inftead  of  engaging  France  on  her  ftrong  fide,  attacked  and 
vanquifhed  her  colonies,  one  after  another,  we  might  with¬ 
out  exhaufting  our  own  ftrength  have  gradually  wafted  away 
the  principal  refources  of  her  trade,  and  whilft  we  continued 
this  method,  have  as  little  reafon  to  grow  tired  of  a  war 
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(the  whole  funds  of  which  would  be  fpent  at  home)  as 
France  has  to  grow  weary  in  the  prefent  manner  of  carry¬ 
ing  it  on.  If  the  powers  on  the  continent  were  left  with¬ 
out  our  interpofition  to  do  their  own  bufinefs  they  would 
probably  better  underftand  and  better  defend  their  own 
rights.  At  worft  let  France  enter*  let  them  conquer,  let 
them  pofFefs  Hanover ;  there  is  no  mifchief  they  can  do  that 
country  greater  than  it  fufFers  by  the  prefent  war  ;  and  we 
Jiot  exhaufting  ourfelves  by  a  fruitlefs  defence,  fhould  in  the 
end  by  the  entire  pofteflion  of  the  French  colonies,  be  able$ 
jbefid  es  the  fecurity  of  our  own  juft  claims,  to  reftore  the 
Hanoverian  dominions  to  their  lawful  fovereign,  and  even 
to  procure  fome  indemnification  for  what  they  might  have 
ffoftered  in  our  quarrel.” 

This  is  pretty  nearly  the  fubftance  of  what  was  urged 
againft  the  German  fyftem  and  the  argument  was  con¬ 
ducted  with  great  management  and  addrefs,  and  interfperfed 
with  a  number  of  topics  well  calculated  to  fpread  difeontent, 
and  to  place  in  an  odious  light  every  ftep  taken  m  thole  al¬ 
liances  and  in  that  war.  Many,  however,  ftrongly  adhered 
to  that  method,  and  they  anfwered  cc  That  the  beft  rea¬ 
sons  on  the  other  fide  were  more  fpecious  than  folid ;  and 
that  the  chief  writings  againft  our  German  connections  were 
declamations  rather  than  arguments.  That  the  complaint 
of  the  expence  of  this  war  was  in  fome  meafure  juft  ;  but 
if  the  advantage  was  in  any  degree  equivalent*  the  expence 
was  incurred  to  good  purpofe.  That  France  by  engaging 
fo  heartily  as  ihe  has  done  in  the  German  war,  has  drawn 
away  fo  much  of  her  attention  and  her  revenue  from  her 
navy,  that  it  enabled  us  to  give  fuch a  blow  to  her  maritime 
ftrength,  as  poftibly  fhe  may  never  be  able  to  recover.  Her 
engagement  in  the  German  war,  has  likewife  drawn  he*r 
from  the  defence  of  her  colonies,  by  which  means  we  have 
conquered  fome  of  the  inoft  confiderable  fhe  pofTeffed.  It 
has  withdrawn  her  from  the  protection  of  her  trade,  by 
which  it  is  entirely  deftroyed,  whilft  that  of  England  has 
never  in  the  profoundeft  peace  been  in  fo  flourifhing  a  con¬ 
dition.  So  that  by  embarking  in  this  German  war,  France 
has  fuffer.ed  herfelf  to  be  undone,  fo  far  as  regards  her  par¬ 
ticular  and  immediate  quarrel  with  England.  But  has  fhe 
had  in  Germany  fuch  fuccefies  as  will  counterball ance  this 
loft  ?  Far  from  it.  At  this  moment  fhe  is  infinitely  left  ad  - 
vanced  than  fhe  was  the  year  Ihe  en  tered  Germany*  aft$r 
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havins:  fpcnt  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money,  and  loft  by  the 
fword,  by  difcafe,  and  by  defertion,  at  leaft  100,000  of  her 

FOn  the  other  hand,  the  account  ftands  thus  with  regard 
to  England  ;  deeply  embarked  as  fhe  has  been  in  this  Ger¬ 
man  war,  in  her  particular  quarrel  with  B  ranee,  fhe  has 
been  carried  along  with  an  almoft  uninterrupted  tide  of  luc- 
cefs.  She  has  taken  many  of  the  French  colonies  ;  Ihe  has 
deftroyed  their  navy  and  their  trade,  and  having  infulted 
the  enemies  coafts,  has  ruined  an  harbour  which  might  one 
day  prove  very  obnoxious  to  us.  Then  how  ftands  the  ac¬ 
count  in  Germany  ?  The  French  have  been  there  frequent, 
ly  defeated  :  Hanover  has  been  recovered  and  protected  . 
The  Kina  of  Pruffia  has  been  preferved  fo  long  nt  lealt 
from  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  in  general  the  liberty  o 
Germany  has  been  hitherto  fecured.  So  that  if  we  ave 
incurred  a  great  expence,  we  have  done  by  it  in  mte  y 
more  than  France  has  done  at  an  expence  much  greater 
than  ours.  For  the  advocates  who  declaim  againft  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  feem  to  have  forgot  that  the  charge  of 
the  French  army  muft  exceed  ours,  as  the  number  of  their 
troops  to  be  paid,  exceeds  the  difference  between  French 
and  Englifh  pay.  Thofe  on  the  Englifh  eftablifhment  in 
Germany,  have  at  no  time  exceeded  25*000,  rc^ 

of  the  confederates  ferve  very  nearly  on  the  fame  terms  with 
the  French.  Not  to  mention  thefubfidies  fo  greatly  fupe- 
^ior  to  ours,  which  that  power  pays  to  ftates  from  whom 
(he  has  not  a  (ingle  regiment  to  augment  her  armies.  Thus, 
although  by  our  victories,  France  is  relieved  from  the 
charge  of  her  navy,  and  that  of  the  defence  of  fome  of 
her  moft  confiderable  colonies,  the  German  War  alone  has 
brought  her  finances  to  a  diftrefs  of  which  the  whole  world 
has  been  witnefs.  And  nothing  lefs  could  have  happened  ; 
the  expcnce  however  contra&ed  was  ftill  enormous;  and 
the  refource  of  every  war,  trade  was  almoft  wholly  de¬ 
ftroyed.  In  England,  the  expence  was  alfo  undoubtedly 
great ;  but  then,  the  old  trade  ftill  remained  to  fupply  it, 
and  new  channels  were  opened.  Had  we  lain  by  and  tame¬ 
ly  beheld  Germany  in  part  poffeffed,  and  the  reft  compel¬ 
led  to  receive  laws  from  France,  the  war  there  would  foon 
have  been  brought  to  an  end;  and  France  ftrengthened  by 
victory,  by  conqueft  and  alliance,  would  have  the  whole 
force  and  whole  revenue  of  her  mighty  monarchy  free  to 
againft  us  alone.  K  2  They 
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They  argued  further,  that  common  faith  obliged  us  to 
an  adherence  to  our  engagements  both  with  Hanover  and 
Pruffia  ;  and  that  the  pleaded  incapacity  to  affifl  them  ari- 
fing  trom  the  greatnels  of  the  charge  could  not  excufe  us  ; 
becaufe  the  incapacity  was  not  real ;  and  if  the  expence 
was  inconvenient,  we  ought  to  have  looked  to  that  when 
we  contracted  our  engagements.  That  it  was  not  true, 
that  we  received  no  advantage  from  our  alliance  with  the- 
King  of  Pruffia;  for  if  it  be  once  admitted,  that  we  en¬ 
tered  with  any  reafon  into  the  German  war  (which  they 
fuppoled  proved)  then  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  been  very 
materially  ferviceable  to  us  ;  becaufe  it  was  his  vidtory  at 
Rofbach,  and  the  reinforcement  from  his  troops,  which 
has  enabled  us  to  do  all  that  has  fince  been  atchieved.  In 
the  like  manner,  if  the  fupport  of  the  proteflant  religion 
be  any  part  of  our  care,  that  religion  mu  ft  fuffer  eminent¬ 
ly  by  the  ruin  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  ;  for  though  the  wri¬ 
tings  attributed  to  his  Pruffian  Majefly  be  fuch,  as  if  really 
his,  refiedi:  on  account  of  their  impiety  great  difgrace  on 
his  charadler  as  a  man,  yet  as  a  king,  in  his  public  and  po¬ 
litical  capacity,  he  is  the  natural  protedfor  of  the  proteflant 
religion  in  Germany  ;  and  it  will  always  be  his  intereft  to 
defend  it. 

We  fh all  not  prefume  to  determine,  which  party  has  the 
right  fide  of  this  queflion  ;  it  was  once  undoubtedly  a  quef- 
tion  very  fit  to  be  difcuffed  with  great  care  ;  but  having 
chofe  our  party,  it  is  at  prefent  little  more  than  a  matter 
of  political  lpeculation. 

CHAP.  XII. 

Phurot  fails  from  Dunkirk .  Puts  into  Gottenburg  and 

Bergen.  Puts,  into  the  Ijle  of  Hay.  Pie  takes  Car  rick* 
fergus.  Sails  from  thence.  Pie  is  killed  and  his  whole 
fqmdron  taken .  War  in  America .  General  Amherjl 
'goes  doivn  the  river  St.  Laurence .  General  Murray 

marches  from  Quebec.  Montreal  furrenders.  Cherokee 
war.  Affairs  of  the  EajP  Indies .  Lally  defeated  by 
Coote . 

BEfore  we  refume  the  account  of  the  war  in  America 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  take  fome  notice  of  the  attempt 
of  the  celebrated  Thurot.  It  happened  much  earlier  in  the 

year. 


1760.  History  of  the  War.  333 

year,  than  the  events  which  we  have  juft  related.  But  to 
avoid  breaking  the  thread  of  the  more  important  events  in 
Germany,  we  have  referved  it  for  this  place. 

The  reader  will  remember,  that  in  the  French  fcheme 
for  invading  thefe  iflands,  (which  was  defcribed  as  it  then 
appeared  to  us  in  the  4th  chapter  of  the  annals  of  17  59’)  a 
fmall  fquadron  was  prepared  at  Dunkirk,  under  Monfieur 
Thurot,  the  deftination  of  which  moft  people  at  that  time 
imagined  to  have  been  for  Scotland.  But,  it  has  fmce  ap¬ 
peared,  that  this  little  fquadron  was  intended  to  make  a  di- 
verfion  on  the  north  coaft  of  Ireland,  whilft  the  grand  fleet 
under  Monfieur  de  Conflans,  made  the  principal^  defcent  in 
fome  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  that  kingdom.  The  manner 
in  which  the  latter  and  principal  part  of  this  project  failed, 
has  already  been  related  among  the  tranfa£tions  of  that 
year.  It  remains  now  to  give  fome  account  ot  the  part  in 
which  Thurot  was  concerned. 

His  fquadron,  confuting  of  five  frigates,  on  board  of 
which  were  1270  land  foldiers,  failed  from  the  port  of 
Dunkirk  on  the  5th  of  Otftober  1759.  Thiy  had  been 
blocked  up  until  that  time  by  an  Englifh  fleet ;  but  under 
favour  of  an  hazy  night,  they  put  out  to  fea,  and  arrived  at 
Gottenburg  in  Sweden  ten  days  after.  From  thence  they 
made  to  Bergen  in  Norway.  In  thefe  voyages,  the  men 
were  reduced  by  ficknefs,  and  the  veffels  themfelves  had 
fo  fuffered  by  ftorms,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fend  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  of  them  back  to  France.  It  was 
not  until  the  5th  of  December,  that  they  were  able  to  fail 
diredtly  for  their  place  of  deftination.  But  their  old  ill  for¬ 
tune  purfued  them  with  frefli  difappointments.  For  near 
three  months  they  beat  backward  and  forward  amongft  the 
weftern  ifles  of  Scotland,  having  in  vain  attempted  a  conve¬ 
nient  landing  near  Derry.  In  this  tedious  interval  they  fuf¬ 
fered  every  poflible  hardfhip.  Theft  men  were  thinned  and 
difheartened.  Another  of  their  fhips  was  feparated  from 
them,  ef  which  they  never  heard  more.  The  now  remain¬ 
ing  three  were  extremely  fhattered,  and  their  crews  fuffer¬ 
ed  extremely  by  famine.  This  obliged  them  to 
put  into  the  ifle  of  Hay ;  where  they  refitted  and  Feb.  16. 
took  in  fome  cattle  and  provifions,  which  were 
liberally  paid  for  by  the  generous  adventurer  who  command¬ 
ed,  and  who  behaved  in  all  fefpe&s  with  his  ufual  courtefy 
and  humanity. 


Here 
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Here  they  heard  for  the  firft  time  of  the  defeat  of  Con- 
ftan’s  fquadron.  This  was  a  circumftance  of  great  dif- 
couragement.  But  as  Thurot  could  not  he  fure  that  this 
intelligence  was  not  given  to  deceive  him  ;  he  perhfted  in 
his  refolution  to  fail  for  Ireland.  Indeed  he  had  fcarcely 
any  other  choice ;  for  he  was  fo  poorly  victualled,  that  he 
could  not  hope  without  fome  refrefhment,  to  get  back  to 
France.  And  he  was  further  urged  on  by  his  love  of  glory, 
no  fmail  fhare  of  which  he  was  certain  to  add  to  his  cha¬ 
racter,  if  he  could  ftrike  a  blow  of  never  fo  little  impor¬ 
tance  on  the  coaft  cf  Ireland  :  For  by  this  he  might  make 
fome  appearance  of  having  revenged  the  many  infults 
which  had  been  offered  to  the  coaft  of  France. 

Full  of  thefe  ideas,  he  arrived  before  the  town  of  Car¬ 
rickfergus  on  the  28th  of  February ;  and  landed  Ins  troops, 
now  reduced  to  about  600  men,  the  day  following.  They 
were  augmented  by  draughts  from  his  feamen  to  near  1000. 
Thefe  he  formed  on  the  beach,  and  moved  to  the  attack  oT 
the  town.  Carrickfergus  is  furrounded  by  an  old  wall  ruin- 
*  ous  in  many  places.  Colonel  Jennings  commanded  about 
four  companies  in  the  town,  moftly  of  new  raifed  men,  ex¬ 
tremely  ill  provided  with  ammunition,  and  no  way  prepa¬ 
red  for  this  attack,  which  they  had  not  the  leaf!  reafon 
to  expeCi.  However,  they  (hut  the  gates,  lent  off  the 
French  prifoners  to  Belfaff,  and  took  all  the  meafures  their 
circumftances  would  admit.  The  enemy  advanced  and 
attacked  the  gates.  There  was  no  cannon  j  but  the  gates 
were  defended  with  effeCt  by  mufquet  fhot,  until  the  am¬ 
munition  was  fpent.  Then  the  garrifon  retired  into  the 
caftle,  which  having  a  breach  in  the  wall  near  50  feet  in 
extent,  was  noways  tenable.  They  therefore  furrendered 
prifoners  of  war  with  terms  of  fafety  for  the  town. 

Thurot  as  foon  as  he  was  mafter  of  Carrickfergus,  iffued 
orders  to  Belfaft  to  fend  him  a  quantity  of  wine  and  pro- 
vifions ;  he  made  the  fame  demand  to  the  magiftrates  of 
Carrickfergus,  which  they  having  imprudently  refufed  to 
comply  with,  the  town  was  plundered.  Thurot  having 
victualled,  and  gained  as  much  reputation  by  this  a&ion  as 
could  be  expected  from  a  fleet  which  was  no.  more  than  a 
fort  of  wreck  of  the  grand  enterpnfe,  fet  fail  for  France. 
But  he  had  not  left  the  bay  of  Carrickfergus  many  hours, 
when  near  the  coaft  of  the  ifle  of  Man,  he  perceived  three 

Fail  that  bore  down  upon  him*  l  h^fe  were  three  Englilh 

frigates 
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frigates  which  happened  to  be  in  the  harbour  of  Kinfale, 
when  Thurot  made  his  defcent ;  the  duke  of  Bedford,  lord 
lieutenant,  difpatched  orders  to  the  commander  of  the  fri¬ 
gates  to  go  in  queft  of  the  French  armament.  The  Englifh 
frigates  were  one  of  36  guns  commanded  by  Capt.  Elliott; 
and  two  of  32. 

Such  was  their  diligence  and  fuccefs,  that  they  overtook 
Thurot’s  fquadron  before  they  could  get  out  of  the  Irifli  fea. 
They  were  exaCly  three  frigates  to  three.  The  French 
fhips  were  much  the  larger,  and  their  men  much  more  nu¬ 
merous;  but  both  (hips  and  men  were  in  a  bad  condition, 
A  {harp  and  clofe  engagement  began.  None  of  the  French 
could  poflibly  efcape,  and  they  muft  take  or  be  taken. 
Thurot  did  all  that  could  be  expeCed  from  the  intrepidity 
of  his  character ;  he  fought  his  {hip  until  {he  had  her  hold 
almoft  filled  with  water,  and  her  decks  covered  with  dead 
bodies.  At  length  he  was  killed.  The  crew  of  his  fhipt 
and  by  her  example  thofe  of  the  other  two,  difpirited  by 
this  blow,  and  prefied  with  uncommon  alacrity  by  the  fig- 
nal  bravery  of  Capt.  Elliott,  and  thofe  who  commanded  un¬ 
der  him,  ftruck,  and  were  carried  into  Ramfay  Bay  in  the 
Ifle  of  Man.  Even  this  inconfiderable  adtion  added  to  the 
glory  of  the  Englilh  arms.  None  had  been  better  conduc¬ 
ed,  or  fought  with  greater  refolution.  This  foie  infult  on 
our  coafts  was  feverely  puniftied  ;  and  not  a  vefiel  concern¬ 
ed  in  it  efcaped.  The  public  indeed  lamented  the  death  of 
the  brave  Thurot,  who  even  whilft  he  commanded  a  priva¬ 
teer,  fought  lefs  for  plunder  than  honour  ;  whofe  behaviour 
was  on  all  occafions  full  of  humanity  and  generofity ; 
and  whofe  undaunted  courage  raifed  him  to  rank,  and  me¬ 
rited  diftinCion.  His  death  fecured  the  glory  he  always 
fought :  he  did  not  live  to  be  brought  a  prifoner  into  En¬ 
gland  ;  or  to  hear  in  France  thofe  malignant  criticifms, 
which  fo  often  attend  unfortunate  bravery.  This  was  the 
fate  of  the  laft  remaining  branch  of  that  grand  armament, 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  hope  of  France,  the  alarm  of 

England*  and  the  objeC  of  general  attention  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope  (a). 

In 

•  4  , 1  '  *  .. 
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(a)  Capt .  Elliott's  Account  of  his  Engagement  njcith  Monf  Thurot, 
in  a  Letter  to  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford . 
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In  America,  the  French  had  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of 
their  fuccefs.  The  action  of  Sillery  only  gained  them,  by 
an  immenfe  efFufion  of  their  blood,  a  victory  which  was 

attended 


Molusyin  Romfoy  Boy ,  Feb .  29,  1760. 

My  Lordy 

I  Had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  the  26th  inft.  off  Dublin , 
but  very  incorre&lv  and  in  great  hafte,  as  I  that  minute  had 
information  from  the  filhermen,  that  the  enemy  were  then  at  Car- 
rickfergusy  I  made  all  the  difpatch  poflible  to  attack  them  there, 
and  got  off  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  that  evening,  but  the  wind 
being  contrary  and  blowing  very  hard  I  could  not  get  in. 

On  the  28th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  got  fight  of  them  un¬ 
der  fail,  and  gave  chace ;  about  nine  I  got  up  along  fide  their 
Commodore,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  the  engagement  be¬ 
came  general,  and  continued  very  brilkly  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
when  they  all  three  ftruck  their  colours. 

They  proved  to  be  the  Marjhal  Belleijle ,  of  44  guns  and  545 
men,  M.  Thurot,  commander,  who  is  killed :  the  La  Blonde ,  of 
32  guns  and  400  men,  and  the  Terpjicbore ,  of  26  guns  and  300 
men  (including  the  troops  in  this  number).  I  put  in  here  to  relit 
the  fhips  who  are  all  greatly  difabled  in  their  mads  and  rigging  ; 
the  Marjhal  Belltijle  in  particular,  who  loft  her  bowfprit,  nftzen- 
maft,  and  main-yard  in  the  aftion,  and  it  is  with  much  difficulty 
we  keep  her  from  finking. 

I  have  acquainted  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty 
with  the  particulars  by  exprefs,  and  I  purpofe  returning  to  feme 
port  in  England  as  foon  as  the  fhips  can  poftibly  be  repaired. 
Subjoined  is  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

1  am. 

My  Lord \ 

Tour  Grace's 


Mojl  humble ,  and  mojl  obedient  Servant , 

JOHN  ELLIOTT 


In  his  Majefty’s  Ships. 
iTolus, 

Pallas,  -  - 

Brilliant, 


Killed. 

4 

1 

o 


Wounded. 

5 

11 

7* 
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attended  with  no  advantageous  confequences.  Vaudreuil, 
the  governor  of  Canada,  after  Levy  had  been  compelled 
to  rarfe  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  fixed  his  head-quarters  at 
Montreal,  to  make  if  poffible  a  laft  Hand  in  that  place  ; 
for  which  purpofe  he  carried  in  all  his  polls  5  and  here  he 
colleaed  the  whole  regular  force  that  remained  m  Canada. 

At  the  fame  time  he  fought  to  keep  up  the  pints  o  te  peo 
pie  by  various  rumours  and  devices,  which  he  pradtifed  on 
their  credulity.  But  Monfieur  Vaudreuil  s  greateft  hope, 
was  not  in  his  artifices,  nor  his  force,  but  m  the  fixation 
of  Canada,  which  is  much  harder  to  be  entered,  than 
when  the  enemy  has  entered  it,  to  be  conquered^  n 
fide  where  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  Bntifh  force 
was  to  aft,  it  is  covered  with  vaft  impenetrable  woo  s9 
morafies,  and  mountains  ;  the  only  tolerable  entrance  tor  an 
army,  is  by  the  river  St.  Laurence;  and  the  navigation  of 
this  river  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  and  hazardous  by 
the  number  of  (hallows,  rifts  and  falls,  that  lie  between 
the  difeharge  of  Ontario  and  the  ifle  of  Montreal.  Vau¬ 
dreuil  was  in  expectation,  that  the  preparations  necel  ary 
for  condufting  an  army  through  filch  a  long  and  difficult 
way,  would  neceflarily  confume  fo  much  ot  the  fummer, 
as  not  to  leave  Efficient  time  for  the  operations  abiolutely 
neceffary  to  reduce  the  remainder  of  Canada.  He  did  not 
apprehend  much  danger  from  the  garrifon  of  Quebec, 
which  had  been  weakened  by  its  defeat  in  the  fpnng.  1  hele 
confiderations  gave  him  fome  confidence  that  he  might  pro- 
traft  the  war  fomewhat  longer,  and  another  year  might 
poffibly  give  fortune  an  opportunity  to  take  iome  turn  in  his 

favour.  -  r  i  • 

But  Mr.  Amherft,  whofe  calm  and  fteady  refolution  no 

difficulties  could  overcome,  was  taking  the  moft  effectual 
meafures  to  defeat  his  expectations.  His  plan  was  difpoled 
in  this  manner.  Brig.  Gen.  Murray  had  orders  to  advance 
towards  Montreal,  on  his  fide,  with  all  the  troops  which 
could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifon  of  Quebec.  Colonel 
Haviland  failed  from  Crown  Point,  and  took  poffeffion  of 
the  Me  au  Noix,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy 
on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  and  from  thence  had  orders  to  pro¬ 
ceed  direftly  to  the  city  of  Montreal.  His  own  aimy^ 
£onnfting  of  about  10,000  men,  he  propofed  to  tranipoit 
by  the  way  of  Lake  Ontario  into  the  river  St.  Laurence, 

'Lhus  he  propofed  entirely  to  furround  the  laft  place  oi.  im- 

L  portance 
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poitancc  which  the  enemy  poffeffed,  and  by  the  motion  of 
the  three  armies,  in  three  fuch  different  routs,  to  render  it 

his^orps6  ^  them  t0  form  an  effe£tual  oppofition  to  any  of 

Having  laid  this  general  plan,  he  left  Shene&a, 
June  21.  dy  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York,  and  paffed  up 
the  Mohawks  river  and  down  that  of  the  Oneidas, 
to  Ofwego,  where  he  arrived  on  the  oth  of  July.  The 
army  he  had  colletted  there,  confifted  of  about  10,000 
men,  regulars  and  provincials.  Sir  Wm.  Johnfon  brought 
i°°o  favages  ot  the  Iroquois  or  five  nations ;  the  greateft 

number  of  that  race  of  men  which  was  ever  feen  in  arms  in 
in<s  came  of  England. 

It  was  a  matter  of  the  greateft  difficulty  to  tranfport  fo 
numerous  an  army,  the  whole  of  its  artillery,  its  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  all  its  provifions,  over  the  expanfe  of  that  v aft 
la-ce  in  open  boats  and  gallies  ;  it  required  the  greateft  cau¬ 
tion  and  the  exadeft  order,  left  they  ftiould  fall  foul  upon 
one  another,  left  they  fhould  be  driven  out  too  far  to  gain 
tue  land  on  the  firft  threatning  of  a  ftorm,  or  left  they  fhould 
come  too  near  the  fhore.  But  all  the  difpofttions  were 
made  in  the  moft  admirable  method,  and  with  that  regula¬ 
rity  of  military  arrangement,  which  makes  fo  confiderable 
a  pait^  of  the  character  of  that  able  commander.  So  that 
the  whole  army  embarked  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft.  A  de¬ 
tachment  had  been  fent  fome  days  before  to  clear  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  of  any  obftrudion,  and  to  find 
the  beft  paflage  for  the  vefiels. 

On  the  27th  he  had  entered  that  river,  taken  pofFeffiQii 
of  Swegatchie,  and  made  all  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of 
]L  I  fie  Royale,  a  fort  lower  down  in  the  river  which  com¬ 
manded  it,  and  by  this  command  is  the  moft  important  poft5 
and  as  it  were  the  key  of  Canada.  The  troops  and  boats 
weie  fo  difpofed,  that  the  ifle  was  compleatly  invefted,  and 
the  gai  rifon  was  left  no  means  of  efcape.  The  batteries 
Auo-  or  were  then  raifed  and  opened,  and  after  two  days 
ffiarp  firing,  the  fort  furrendered. 

This  being  a  poft  of  importance  both  to  command  Lake 
i  )ntario  and  to  cover  our  frontier,  the  general  fpent  fome 
days  here  in  order  to  repair  the  fort,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  fit  out  his  veil  els,  arid  to  prepare  all  things  for  paffing  his 
troops  rLjwn  the  river,  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  which 
pz  was  no\y  to  encounter,  as  all  >he  rapids  li~  between  this 
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place  and  Montreal ;  but  notwithflanding  all  precautions^ 
near  90  men  were  drowned  in  paiTing  thefe  dangerous  falls, 
and  a  great  number  of  veffels  broke  to  pieces.  This  lofs 
from  fo  large  an  embarkation,  in  fuch  circumftances,  is  to 
be  regarded  as  very  inconfiderable.  At  length,  after  a  tedi¬ 
ous  fatiguing  and  dangerous  voyage  of  two 
months  and  leventeen  days  fince  they  left  Senec-  Sept.  6. 
tady,  the  Englifh  faw  to  their  great  joy,  the  iile 
of  Montreal,  the  objedt  of  their  ardent  wifhes,  and  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  their  labours. 

.  They  were  immediately  landed  in  the  beft  order  ;  and  all 
difpofitions  were  made  for  attacking  the  place.  So  excel¬ 
lently  was  this  plan  concerted,  and  fo  faithfully  executed, 
that  Gen.  Murray  landed  from  Quebec  that  very  day ;  and 
Col.  Haviland  with  his  army  from  Ifle  au  Noix  the  day 
following. 

Montreal  (b)  is  the  fecond  place  in  Canada  for  extent, 
building,  traffick,and  flrength.  Its  middle  fituation  between 
the  lakes  and  Quebec,  hath  made  it  the  ftaple  of  the  Indian 
tfade ;  but  the  fortifications  before  this  war  were  mean  and 
inconfiderable  ;  fomething  has  been  fince  added  ;  but  no¬ 
thing  made  the  taking  of  it  an  enterprife  of  difficulty,  ex¬ 
cept  that  here  was  collected  the  whole  regular,  and  nofmall 
part  of  the  provincial  force  which  remained  in  Canada. 
However,  by  the  difpofitions  which  at  once  brought  againft 

L  2  them 


(bj  An  Explanation  of  the  References  to  the  Perfpefli've  Views  of 

Montreal \ 


1.  The  river  St.  Laurence. 

2.  St.  Peter’s  river. 

3.  A  bridge  over  St.  Peters 
river. 

4.  M.  de  la  Calliere’s  houfe. 

5.  The  general  hofpital. 

6.  A  dry  ditch  enoompaffing 
the  town,  except  that  part  to¬ 
wards  the  river;  it  is  about 
eight  feet  deep. 

...  7.  The  glacis. 

8.  Tie  (mall  gate, 
o,  Marketrgate, 

Jo.  St,  Mary’s-gate, 


11.  Water-gate. 1 2 3 4  5 6 * 8 

o 

12.  The  fally-port. 

13.  The  Recollets  convent* 

14.  The  parifh-church. 

15.  The  nuimery-hofpital. 

16.  The  Jefuits  church  and 
feminary. 

17.  The  palace  of  M.  Vau- 
dreuil,  Goverilor-general  of  Ca¬ 
nada. 

18.  M.  de  Longuevil’s  houfe, 

39.  T  he  citadel. 

20.  The  wharf 
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them  three  armies,  the  greateft  part  of  the  flower  of  the 
Britifh  troops  in  America,  Monf.  Vaudreuil  faw  himfelt 
entirely  enclofed  ;  he  defpairedof  defending  the  place  ;  and 
therefore  furrendered  the  garrifon  of  Montreal  as  *  prifo- 
ners  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  of  his  government  as  fub- 
ieCis  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on  the  8th-  of  September 

And  thus,  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  war,  and  after  the  moft 
fevere  firuggles,  was  the  vaft  country  of  Canada  reduced 
to  the  King’s  obedience.  In  this  time  fix  battles  had  been 
fought,  the  fortune  of  which  was  equally  divided;  in  three 
the  French  had  been  victorious ;  in  three  the  Englifh. 
The  firft  of  thofe  in  which-  the  French  had  the  better,  was 
fought  in  the/ meadows  near  Fort  du  Qpefne,  where  Gen, 
Braddock  was  killed;  the  other  at?  Ticonderoga,  where 
Gen.  Abercrombie  commanded  ;  the  third  at  Sillery,  where 
Gen,  Murray  was  repulfed.  The  victories  of  the  Englifh 
were,  i ft .  that  near  Crown  Point,  where  Gen.  Johnfon 
commanded,  and  Diefkau  was  made  prifoiier  ;  the  2 d  near 
Niagara,  where  Gen,  Johhfon  alfo  commanded  ;  and  the  3b- 
and  principal  near  Quebec,  where  Wolfe  gained  the  victo¬ 
ry  and  loft  his  life.  From  the  Englifh -two  forts  had  been- 
taken,  Ofwego  and  Fort  "W ill iam-Menry.  The  Englifh  on 
their  fide  took  three  cities ;  Eouifboutgh,  Quebec,  and 
Montreal ;  and  five  principal  forts,  which  commanded  as 
many  important  communications.  Beaufejour,  Niagara, 
Frontenac,-  Ticonderoga,.  Crown  Point,  and  Xfle-Royale  my 
befides  fome  others  of  inferior  confideration. 

Taking  the  whole  war  in  America  into  one  view,  Canada' 
had  been"  defended  with  bravery  and  conduct  fufficient  to 
crown  the  Generals  Wolfe  and  Amherfl,  and  the  Admirals 
Bofcawen  and  Saunders,  who  finally  reduced  it,  with  the 
createft  glory.  And  without  queftion,  the  conduCX  o.t 
Gen.  Amherfl:  in  his  laft  expedition,  by  which  he  obliged 
Montreal  to  furrender  without  a  blow,  and  finally  con¬ 
quered  Canada  without  effufion  of  blood,  deferves  every 
honour  and  every  recompence  a  grateful  people  can  beltown 
'The  humanity  with  which  he  behaved  to  the  conquered 

both  French  and  Indians,  though  the  one  had  perpetrated, 

and 


*  They  were  not  in  firi&nefs  prifoners ;  but  fent  to  France 
ipon  condition  not  to  ferve  during  the  waiv 


i^6o.  History  of  the  War.  34* 

and  the  other' at  leaft  connived  at  the  moft  horrid  cruelties 
on  the  Emrlilh  prifoners,  adds  a  high  luftre  to  his  conquelt. 

His  troops  fet  not  one  houfe  on  fire,  not  one  habitation 
was  plundered,  not  one  man  was  killed  (except  in  the  at- 
tack  of  Ifle-Royal).  None  was  more  diftinguiihed  in  this 
refne<a  than  Sir  William  Johnfon  ;  he  led  into  Canada  an 
army  of  1000  of  the  fierceft  and  moft  cruel  favages  which 
are  bred  in  America,-  without  doing  the  leaft  damage  to 
the  country,  or  offering  the  flighted:  injury  to  the  Perfons 
of  the  inhabitants.  To  effect  this  he  was  obliged  to  exert 
the  moft  unwearied  endeavours,  and  the  whole  of  thole  un¬ 
common  talents  which  give  him  fuch  power  over  the  minds 
of  all  forts  of  men.  The  great  vi£tories  by  which  he  has 
advanced  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  have  done  him  lefs  ho¬ 
nour  than  his  condu£t,  by  which  he  has  fo  greatly  advanced 
its  character  for  humanity  and  moderation.  It  were  to 
be  wifhed  that  the  fame  might  be  faid  of  the  army,  which 
marched  from  Quebec  ;  who  finding  that  the  inhabitants  in 
fiome  parts  were  out  in  arms,  were  under  a  neceffity  of  fet- 
ting  fire  to  the  villages  ;  the  tendernefs  of  Gen.  Murray’s 
nature  revolted  when  the  giving  fuch  orders  became  a  ne- 
ceffary  part  of  his  duty.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
fummer.  Lord  Byron  with  three  of  his  majefty’s  July  9, 
fliips  deftroyed  a  fettlement  of  French  where 
none  had  ever  been  fufpedfed,  in  the  Bay  de  Chaleurs 
There  he  alfo  took  three  frigates  ;  and  about  20  fail  of  vef- 
fels  which  contained  a  reinforment  of  troops  and  military 
ftores  for  the  relief  of  Montreal  ;  but  when  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  inteligence  that  Lord  Colville’s  fleet  had  got  into 
the  river  before  them,  and  of  courfe  entirely  commanded 
it,  they  difembarked  in  this  place  to  attempt,  if  poffible,  3 
way  to  their  principal  army  by  land.  But  they  were  difeo- 
vered  ;  the  whole  armament  was  taken  ;  and  the  whole  de- 
fign  disconcerted. 

Before  we  take  our  leave  of  the  American  affairs  of  this 
year,  we  ought  to  make  fome  mention  of  a  war  with  the 
favage  Indians,  which  broke  out  on  the  back  fettlements  of 
our  fouthern  colonies.  The  Cherokees,  one  of  the  moft 
numerous  and  powerful  nations  of  thefe  barbarians,  had  in 
the  beginning,  and  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  war,  appeared  to  be  heartily  engaged  in  our  interefts  m9 
at  their  defire  a  fort  had  been  built  in  their  country  called 
Fort  Loudon,  from  the  then  commander  in  chief  of  the 

Britifh. 


H*  ThHi story  cf  the  War;' 

Bntilli  forces  in  America.  Some  parties  of  them  had  ap¬ 
pear^  in  our  favour  on  the  la#  expedition  again#  Fort  du 
V^eine.  But  it  is  thought  that  on  that  occafion  they  re- 
C£lv,e  a  oni£  in ih  1  ts,  and  had  been  treated  in  general  with  a 
neg  ect  which  made  the  deepeft  imprefiion  on  the  minds  of 

k°  '  i!*  i?tlVe  a  Peoplc*  i  hefe  difcontents  were  fomented 
by  the  french,  who  hoped  to  caufe  a  diverfion  of  a  part  of 
our  forces  in  this  quarter.  At  length  they  commenced  hof- 
tilities  in  their  ufual  manner,  by  cruel  ravages  and  murders 
on  the  frontier  of  their  neighbouring  provinces.  And  there 
was  very  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  fame  artifices 
5*  the  enemy,  and  the  fame  opinion  of  ill  ufage,  would 
oraw  the  neighbouring  and  powerful  nation  of  the  Creeks,'  > 
into  the  like  meafures. 

Mr.  Lyttleton,  who  was  then  governor  of  Carolina,': 

having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  pacify  them,  took 
iJct.  tne  reioiution  of  marching  with  all  the  force,  re- 
1 759-  g’alai  and  provincial,  which  he  could  raife,  into 
the  Cherokee  country.  This  army  in  all  did  not 
exceed^1100  men,  but  it  was  conduced  with  fuch  fpiri? 
avid  difpatch  by  Governor  Lyttleton,  that  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  he  marched  300  miles  through  a  vaft  defert  which 
lies  between  the  Indian  caftle  of  Keeowee  and  Charles¬ 
town.  He  was  advanced  into  their  country  before  they  had 
made  preparations  to  receive  him.  They  faw  their  towns 
in  cafe  of  obftinacy  on  the  point  of  being  delivered  to  fire 
and  fword.  They  therefore  defired  a  conference,  in  which 
they  acknowledged  themfelves  to  blame  ;  and  confented  to 
-  fuch  a  treaty  of  peace  as  the  governor  was  pleafed 

Lee. 26.  to  dictate.  I  hey  gave  up  the  perfons  guilty  of 
the  mo#  flagrant  murders,  and  put  into  his  hands 
twenty-two  hoftages,  as  a  fecurity  for  their  adherence  to 
the  treaty. 

The  governor  had  all  imaginable  reafon  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  effect  his  expedition  had  produced ;  and  having' 
as  every  body  believed  effectually  chaftifed  the  former  info- 
fence  of  the  enemy,  and  fecured  the  future  traquillity  of 
the  fouthern  provinces,  he  returned  to  Charles-town.  But 
thefe  perfidious  barbarians,  equal  1  regardlefs  of  their  faith, 
and  of  the  fafety  of  their  countrymen,  whofe  lives  were 
pledged  for  their  fidelity,  broke  out  as  boon  as  the  army 
was  removed,  into  their  former  ravages  ;  blocked  up  Fort 
Loudon,  which  #ands  in  the  middle  of  their  country,  and 
'i  made 
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•made  fome  attempts  on  Fort  Edward,  which  lies  nearer  to 
the  fettlements.  Their  total  want  of  /kill  in  carrying  on 
fieges  prevented  them  from  any  hope  of  mattering  thelc 
places,  otherwife  than  by  treachery  or  famine.  They  fail¬ 
ed  in  the  firtt  inftance ;  and  the  laft  required  time. 

The  imminent  danger  of  two  Englifh  garrifons,  and  that 
whole  tract  of  her  colonies,  being  made  known  to  General 
Amherft,  he  detached  Colonel  Montgomery  to  their  attitt- 
ance,  with  a  regiment  of  Highlanders,  a  battalion  of  the 
Royal  Americans,  a  body  of  grenadiers,  and  the  provincial 
troops.  He  marched  into  the  enemies  country.  He  made 
war  upon  the  Indians  after  their  own  manner.  No  other 
would  have  been  effectual.  Fie  burned  Eftatoe  the  capital 
of  the  Lower  Cherokees,  confifting  of  200  houfes,  an  Indian 
town  of  the  very  firtt  magnitude  ;  and  then  proceeded  to 
the  fame  execution  on  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  that  di- 
ttridt  of  the  Cherokees,  which  were  numerous,  populous, 
and  wealthy.  The  inhabitants  generally  fled  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  our  troops  ;  fome  however  were  burned  in  their 

houfes,  and  fome  women  and  children  were  made  prifon-r 
ers. 

This  univerfal  dettruction  of  the  lower  fettlements  bein*- 
compleated,  Col.  Montgomery  patted  on  to  the  0 

middle  Cherokees:  but  as  the  army  marched  June  2^. 
through  a  dangerous  ground,  favourable  to  the  ' 

Indian  method  of  fighting,  they  were  fuddenly  attacked 
upon  all  lides  by  this  favage  enemy,  with  the  greateft  fury, 
and  with  the  ufual  horrible  fereams  and  outcries.  The 
troops  were  fo  well  difpofed  with  a  view  of  this  kind  of  war, 
that  they  flood  the  charge  with  firmnefs  ;  they  were  not 
intimidated  with  the  covered  fire,  or  the  fereams  of  the  fa- 
vages*  The  fight  was  long  and  well  maintained  pn  both 
fades.  But  at  length  the  Indians  fled.  A  neighbouring 
town  (one  of  the  moft  confiderable)  was  entered  that  nmht! 
I  he  enemy  made  fome  attempt  to  moleft  them  ;  but  to^lit- 
tle  purpofe.  The  Englifh  loft  in  this  adion  20  killed,  and 
about  80  wounded.  The  Cherokees  had  near  40  killed, 
i  ne  number  of  the  wounded  is  not  known. 

Though  Col.  Montgomery  was  victorious  on  this  occafii- 
pn;  yet  it  was  neceffary  to  retreat  on  account  of  his  wound¬ 
ed,  tor  whom  he  had  no  place  of  fafety.  For  if  he  fhould 
attempt  tq  proceed,  he  had  to  apprehend  frequent  fkir- 
pulhes  as  he  had  advanced,  and  the  number  of  wounded  top- e- 
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iherwith  the  difficulty  of  his  march,  would  be  hourly  in- 
creafed.  This  retreat  was  certainly  neceffary.  But  when 
Col.  Montgomery  had  arrived  at  Fort  St.  George,  he  dil- 
covered  part  of  his  orders,  which  thr ew  the  whole  country 
into  confirmation  ;  which  was,  that  when  he  had  chqftifed 
the  enemy,  he  was  to  return  to  New- fork  with  the  troops 
under  his  command*  and  rejoin  the  grand  army,  Thefe 
orders  without  delay  he  obeyed;  not  however  with  fuch 
rigour,  but  that  the  earneft  entreaties  of  the  province  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  leave  about  /our  hundred  men  for  their 
protection. 

Carolina  and  the  neighbouring  colonies  were  again  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  a  favage  enemy,  not  lo  much  weakened  as 
exafperated  by  their  late  fufferings  ;  the  late  of  the  garriion 
of  Fort  Loudon  was  but  too  certain.  For  feveral  months 
they  had  fuffered  a  clofe  blockade ;  at  length  feeing  no 
hope  of  relief  their  provifions  being  totally  con- 
Auo-.  7  fumed  and  the  enemy  (hewing  fome  pacific  dif- 
^  pofitions,  they  were  reduced  to  furrender  upon 
honourable  conditions. 

But  the  enemy,  equally  regardlefs  of  faith  and  humani¬ 
ty,  fell  upon  them  in  their  march,  butchered  all  the  offi¬ 
cers  but  one,  killed  feveral  of  the  private  foldiers  and  car¬ 
ried  thee  reft  into  an  horrible  captivity.  Thefe  outrages  on 
the  fouthern  colonies  threw  fome  damp  on  the  joy  which 
was  felt  over  the  Englifti  America,  on  the  entire  conqueft 

of  Canada. 

In  Europe  the  fortune  of  the  campaign  was  nearly  bai- 
lanced.  In  America,  except  this  inconfiderable  favage  war, 
it  was  entirely  triumphant.  In  the  Eaft-Indies  alfo  we 
gained  glory  and  new  advantages.  After  the  raifing  the 
;  ^  fiege  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  February  1759.  the 

April  16,  Englifti  army  took  the  field  under  Major  Brere- 
J7  t-q.  ton,  and  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  important 
town  and  tort  of  Conjiveram.  About  the  fame 
time  the  city  of  Mafulipatam  was  (formed  and  taken  by 
Maior  Ford.  By  thefe  ftrokes  the  French  trade  on  the  coait 
of  Coromandel  was  confined  to  Pondicherry  and  a  few  in- 
confiderable  places.  And  traffick  of  the  whole  fhore  for 
an  extent  of  8co  miles  of  a  populous  and  manufaitunag 
country,  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  compam , 
This  coaft  joins  to  the  rich  province  of  Bengal.}  out  ot 
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which  alfo  the  French  were  entirely  driven  by  the  heroic 
actions  of  Col.  Clive. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  fuccdfes*  a  body  of  about  1200 
men,  Europeans  and  Seapoys,  under  the  command  oi  Ma¬ 
jor  Brereton,  advanced  further,  and  attempted  to  diflodge 
an  army  of  French  and  their  confederate  Indians,  encamp¬ 
ed  under  the  cannon  of  a  fort  of  that  country  con- 
ftruCtion.  The  acquifition  of  that  place  had  been 
a  valuable  advantage.  But  here  our  army  was  Sept, 
obliged  to  retire,  with  a  lots  of  between  3  and 
400  killed  and  wounded. 

Gen.  Lally  animated  with  this  and  fome  (lighter  advanta¬ 
ges,. threatened  the  fiege  of  Trichenopoly,  and  the  French 
affairs  feemed  again  to  revive.  But  it  was  only  a  momenta¬ 
ry  gleam.  To  check  his  progrefs,  Col.  Coote  at  the  head 
of  the  greateft  body  he  could  draw  together  on  that  coaft, 
invefted  Wandewam,  took  the  place  in  three  days, 
and  made  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war.  From  Nov.  30. 
thence  he  patted  with  rapidity  to  Carongoly  ;  the 
fiege  of  which  town  he  pretted  with  fuch  diligence,  that  in 
four  days  from  the  opening  his  batteries,  he  obli- 
ged  the  garrifon  to  march  out.  ec*  I0' 

This  progrefs  alarmed  Gen.  Lally ;  he  called  large  de¬ 
tachments  in  from  every  fide  ;  and  knowing  the  importance 
of  Wandewafh,  made  all  his  efforts  to  recover  it.  He 
puttied  forward  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  vigour  ;  hoping  to 
take  the  town  before  Col.  Coote  could  arrive  to  its  relief. 
But  the  Colonel  marched  with  equal  diligence  and 
arrived  about  the  time  when  the  French  had  July  22, 
made  a  pra&icable  breach.  His  army  confided 
of  1700  Europeans,  and  about  3000  black  troops.  Lady’s 
amounted  to  2200  Europeans,  and  between  9  and  10,000 
blacks.  The  engagement  was  long  and  obftinate  ;  but  at 
length,  the  french  gave  way  *  It  was  a  total  rout ;  they 
abandoned  their  camp,  their  cannon,  and  all  the  imple¬ 
ments  of  the  fiege.  They  left  1000  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  held  of  battle.  Among  the  prifoners  were  Brig.  Gen. 
Butty;  the  Chevalier  Godeville,  quarter -matter  genera); 
Lieut.  Col.  Murphy*  and  eleven  inferior  officers,  who 
were  all  wounded.  Lally  fled  with  his  broken  troops  in 
defpair  to  Pondicherry. 

Of  the  Englifh  in  this  aCtion  near  200  were  killed  and 
wounded  ;  in  particular  the  death  of  the  gallant  Major  Bre- 

M  reton 
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reton  was  much  regretted.  Of  the  blacks  about  70  were 
wounded  and  (lain. 

Except  the  battle  of  Paifly,  followed  by  the  revolution 
in  Bengal,  this  adtion  was  the  tnoft  confiderable  in  its  con- 
fequences,  of  any  in  which  our  troops  had  ever  been  enga¬ 
ged  in  India.  This  was  fought  in  part  againft  European 
troops  headed  by  an  able  General.  The  dif'pofitions  for  the 
battle,  and  the  conduct  of  Col.  Coote  in  the  engagement* 
merit  every  honour. 

This  victory  was  purfued  with  a  fpirit  equal  to  that  by 
which  it  was  won.  Chittiput  was  taken  in  a  few  days  after*, 
ahd  the  army  allowing  itfelf  no  repofe,  marched  diredtly 
from  thence  to  Arcot*  the  capital  of  this  immenfe  province* 
The  fiege  was  opened  on  the  5th  of  February,,  and  the  fort 
furrendered  on  the  ioth  }  near  300  Europeans  were  made 
prifoners  of  war  (e)~ 

At 


(c J  Colonel  Eyre  Coolers  Letter  to  Mr%  Secretary  Pitt ,  dated,  Arcot 

Village ,  13 th  of  February,  1760. 

SIR , 

JHave  the  honour  to  acquaint  yon  of  the  fituation  of  our  affairs 
on  the  coal!  of  Coroma?idel  fince  my  arrival,  and  of  our  happy 
fucceffes.  Soon  after  I  arrived,  the  gov ernor  and  council  of  Ma¬ 
dras  being  informed,  that  Gen.  Lally  had  fent  a  detachment  of 
his  army  to  the  fouthward,  and  that  that  party  had  taken  Syrin- 
ham,  and  tlireatned  Tricbenofoly  with  a  fiege,  it  was  thought  ad- 
vifeable,  that  I  fhould  take  the  field  with  the  army,  and  by  that 
means  endeavour  to  draw  the  enemy  from  the  fouthward.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  on  the  25th  of  November,  1759?  I  took  the  field,  and 
on  the  27th,  invefted  Wondlwajh ,  and  erefted  batteries ;  and 
having  made  a  breach  by  the  30th,  took  the  place  and  made  the 
garrifon  (which  confided  o?  five  fubaltern  officers,  63  private 
men,  and  Boo  feapoys,)  prifoners  of  war.  There  were  in  the 
garrifon  49  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition. 
December  the  3d,  I  inveffed  Carangoly .  On  the  6th,  I  opened  a* 
two  gun  battery,  and  on  the  7th  another,  and  began  to  carry  on 
the  approaches.  On  the  10th,  being  near  the  creft  of  th c  Glacis, 
and  having  demounted  all  their  guns  but  four,  Col.  O'Kennely , 
who  commanded,  fent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  and,  on  the  account 
of  his  gallant  defence,  I  granted  him  the  following  terms;  1  hat 
the  Europeans  fhould  have  leave  to  march  out  with  their  arms, 
two  rounds  per  man,  drums  beating,  and  fix  days  pro  vilions. 
The  Seapoys  to  be  difarilied,  and  turned  about  their  bu  ine 
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At  lea  Admiral  Pocock  fccondcd  the  extraordinary  efforts 
of  Col.  Coote  with  his  own  ufual  fkill  and  intre¬ 
pidity.  Again  he  engaged  the  fleet  of  Monfieur  Sept.  4, 
cf  Ache,  a  brave  commander,  who  has  in  fome  1759. 
degree  fupported  the  declining  reputation  of  the 

French 

: - - - - - - 

The  gaffrifon  -con  lifted  of  100  Europeans ,  (officers  included)  5®^ 
Seapoys,  and  nine  guns.  Having  intelligence  that  Brig.  Gen.  Eujjy 
was  arrived  at  Arcot  from  the  northward,  with  300  Europeans p 
and  a  large  black  army,  and  that  the  army, which  lay  at  Cbittiput „ 
was  to  join  him,  and  that  the  force  from  the  fouthward  were  on 
their  march  towards  Arcot ,  1  therefore  thought  it  advifeable  to 
crofsthe  Palla,  and  encamp  the  army  oppofite  the  Arcot ,  having 
the  Palla  between  us.  Three  thoufand  Moratta  horfe  about  this 
time  joined  the  enemy,  which  put  me  to  the  greateft  diflrefs  for 
want  of  provilions,  as  they  plundered  all  the  country.  On  the 
27th,  Lieut.  Gen.  tally  arrived  at  Arcot ,  and  took  the  command. 
January  the  9th,  the  enemy  were  all  in  motion.  On  the  10th, 
Gen.  tally  marched  with  all  his  army  towards  Wondi^vafi ,  and  I 
moved  with  our  army  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  order  to 
obferve  their  motions,  and  cover  our  own  country.  On  the  12th, 

I  received  a  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Conje^eram, 
that  500  of  the  enemy’s  Europeans ,  and  a  large  body  of  horfe,  had 
entered  the  town ;  and  that  the  reft  of  their  army  lay  at  Jango <r 
lam ,  three  miles  di fiance  from  it :  I  therefore  put  the  army  in 
motion,  and  endeavoured,  by  a  forced  march,  to  fave  that  place, 
which  was  very  weak  (but  of  confequence  to  us)  and  happily  ar¬ 
rived  there  the  13th  before  day-light.  The  enemy  quitted  the 
place,  their  army  moved  towards  Wondi'iuajh .  The  1 5th  I  crofted 
the  Palla  with  all  the  army,  and  on  the  1 7th  arrived  at  Outrema- 
. lour ,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Wondiwajh,  which  place  I  found 
M.  Lally  had  invefted,  and  began  to  raife  batteries.  The  21ft,  I 
went  with  all  the  cavalry  to  reconnoitre,  haying  received  a  letter 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  garrifon,  that  a  breach  was 
made;  1  therefore  determined  to  engage  the  enemy  the  next 
morning.  Accordingly,  1  fent  ofders  back  to  the  army  to  join 
me  at  Irimborough ,  nine  miles  from  Wondivoajh ,  where  I  had  ta¬ 
ken  poll  with  the  cavalry.  On  the  2 2d,  the  army  marched,  at 
fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  agreeable  to  the  orders  I  had  given 
out  the  day  before  for  that  purpofe.  About  7  o’clock,  our  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  of  horfe,  and  that  of  the  enemy,  began  to  fire  at 
each  other ;  upon  which  I  ordered  Captain  Baron  de  Pafferot,  who 
commanded  the  cavalry,  to  form  them  in  order  of  battle ;  he 
was  fupported  by  five  companies  of  Seapoys ;  and,  at  the  fame 
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v  reach  marine  ;  but  though  fuperior  in  the  number  of  his 
Clips,  and  more  than  in  that  proportion  fuperior  in  guns  and 
men,  he  was  obliged  after  upwards  of  two  hours  feyere  and 

-T— ■"» 

time,  I  or  leied  up  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  advancing  myfelf 
with  two  companies  of  Stapojs,  obliged  t  e  enemy  to  retire  to 
their  main  body  of  horfe,  which  conlifled  of  200  Europe. ns,  and 
3000  Wot  at  as,  on  their  left.  Upon  the  whole  of  opr  cavalry’s 
advancing,  that  of  the  enemy  retired  in  pretty  good  order,  tifi 
our  cannon  began  to  play,  wmch  was  extremely  well  ferved,  and 
obliged  them  to  retire  precipitately.  1  then  ordered  the  major 
of  brigade  to  t  e  army,  which  was  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  the  rear,  with  orders  for  them  to  form  the  line  of  battle,  but 
not  to  advance  till  1  had  joined  them.  Soon  after,  having  taken 
polfe  non  of  a  tank,  which  the  enemy’s  cavalry  had  occupied,  I 
returned  to  the  line,  which  by  that  t>ime  was  formed  according  to 
my  orders.  After  reviewing  the  whole,  and  finding  the  men  in 
great  fpirit,  and  eager  to  engage,  1  ordered  the  army  to  move 
forward. 

About  nine  o’clock  we  arrived  at  the  poll  we  had  driven  the 
enemy  from,  which  was  about  two  miles  from  their  camp,  and 
halted  in  their  view,  near  half  an  hour;  during  which  time,  I 
went  very  near  to  them,  and  reconnoitred  their  fituation.  Upon 
fading  they  were  flrongly  polled,  and  our  flanks  expofed  to  the 
enemy’s  cavalry,  which  was  vafiiy  fuperior  to  ours,  I  ordered 
the  arinv  to  march  by  the  right,  in  order  to  gain  the  advantage  of 
a  hill  three  miles  from  us,  and  about  two  miles  from  Wondivajh- 
fott ;  and  the  horfe,  which  was  then  in  the  front,  to  wheel  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  form  behind  the  fecond  line,  in  order  to  make 
the  rear- guard,  and  cover  the  baggage.  By  this  motion,  I  co- 
veied  my  right  flank  with  the  hill,  and  had  forne  villages  in  my 
rear,  where  I  then  ordered  the  baggage  to.  This  obliged  the 
enemy  to  altertheirdifpofition.  During  all  this  time  we  cannona¬ 
ded  each  other,  and  ikirmifhed  with  their  advanced  polls,  and 
A.or.'tta  horfe:  The  latter  di fa npeared  about  11  o’clock.  The 
enemy,  after  making  their  fecond  difpofition,  moved  towards  us 
about  the  diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  under  cover  of  a 
bank  The  cannonading  then  began  to  be  fmart  on  both  tides; 
and  upon  feeing  the  enemy  coming  brifkly  up,  1  ordered  the  army 
to  inarch  forward  At  12  o’clock  the  enemy’s  European  cavalry 
puttied ‘with  a  great  deal  of  refolution,  in  order  to  force  our  left, 
and  come  roun  upon  our  rear.  Immediately  I  ordered  up  feme 
companies  of  Seapoys,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  to 
jfullain  our  cavalry,  who  had  been  ordered  to  oppofe  them.  Up- 
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bloody  conflift  to  give  way  before  Admiral  Pocock,  and  to 
take  /helter  under  the  forts  of  Pondicherry.  During  this 
engagement  eight  of  the  Englifh  fhips  flood  the  £re  of  the 


on  the  cannon  and  Seapoys  flanking  them,  they  broke.  1  he  ca¬ 
valry  then  had  orders  to  charge,  who  drove  them  a  mile  from  our 
left,  upon  the  rear  of  their  own  army.  W  e  continued  all  this 
while  advancing  towards  each  other,  the  enemy’s  dank  being  ve¬ 
ry  well  covered  by  a  tank.  U  was  one  o’clock  when  we  arrived 
within  reach  of  mufquetiy,  when  a  H  ot  front  us  ftriking  one  of 
their  tumbrils,  it  blew  up.  I  then  immediately  ordeied  Major 
B?ere  on  to  wheel  Col.  Draper's  regiment  to  the  left,  and  charge 
their  left  flank,  which  was  executed  with  great  order,  and  much 
honour  to  that  corps.  Seeing  that  regiment  likely  to  fuffer  from  a 
body  of  black  troops,  together  with  their  marines,  who  were  un¬ 
der  cover,  and  fired  very  brifkly  upon  them  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  finding  they  had  reinforced  their  left  with  a  piquet  from 
Laly  s  regiment,  I  ordered  the  grenadier  company  of  Draper  s 
which  was  on  the  right  of  the  fecond  line,  to  fupport  their  own 
regiment ;  and  having  likewife  two  pieces  of  cannon  playing  upon 
the  enemy’s  flank,  compleated  the  rout  of  that  wing,  who  aban¬ 
doned  their  cannon,  and  fell  upon  their  own  center,  which  was 
by  this  time,  together  with  their  right,  clofely  engaged  with  our 
left.  I  then  ordered  up  Major  Monjon,  with  the  refi  of  the  fe¬ 
cond  line,  and  placed  him  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fupport  any  part  of 
our  line,  at  the  fame  time  flanking  the  enemy.  About  two  o’clock 
their  whole  army  gave  way,  and  ran  towards  their  own  camp  ;  but 
finding  vvepurfued  them,  quitted  it,  and  left  us  intire  mailers  of 
the  field,  together  with  all  their  cannon,  except  three  (mail  pieces, 
which  they  carried  off.  Ihe  number  of  cannon  taken  is  as  follows. 
One  32,  one  24,  three  20,  two  |8,  one  14,  two  3,  and  two  2- 
pounders,  iron.  Three  6,  four  4,  one  3,  and  two  2-pound¬ 
ers,  brafs.  In  all  zz  pieces.  Hound  lhot  3204.  Grape 
jio,  befides  tumbrils,  and  all  other  implements  belonging  to  the 
train.  The  prifoners  we  have  taken  are  Brig.  Gen.  BuJJy,  le  che¬ 
valier  Gode<ville,  quarter-mailer  general.  Of  Lally  s  regiment, 

*  Lieut.  Col.  Murphy,  two  Captains,  two  Lieutenants,.  Of  the 
Lorrain  regiment,  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant.  Of  the  Indian 
battalions  two  Lieutenants,  two  Enfigns.  Of  the  Marines ,  le 
chevalier  le  Poete ,  knight  of  Malta ,  who  is  fince  dead  of  his 
wounds.  All  the  above  gentlemen  were  wounded,  but  M.  Puffy  9 
r  id  an  enfrgn  of  the  Indian  battalion.  The  French  reckon  they 
had  800  killed  and  wounded,  200  of  which  we  buried  in  the  field. 
*¥c  have  taken  above  200  wounded  prifoners,  befides  40  not 
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whole  French  fleet,  which  confifted  of  16  fill,  The  fliips 
were  greatly  fhattered  3  560  of  our  fquadxon  were  killed 
and  wounded 3  and  on  the  fide  of  the  French  the  lofs  was 

not 


wounded.  Our  lofs  is  as  follows:  Of  col.  Draper's  regiment, 
en.fi  gB  Collins  killed,  and  17  private  men.  Wounded,  mqjor 
Jtrereton,  and  lieut.  Brown  (fmee  dead  of  their  wounds)  capt. 
Knuttal,  enlign  Halfpenny ,  Thump  fan  and  Hot  ier  and  66  pri¬ 
vate.  Of  my  regiment,  killed  enfign  Stuatt,  and  13  private. 
Wounded;  1  rents.  Fr after  and  Tyd,  enfign  Heron,  and  36  private. 
The  honourable  company’s  troops,  killed,  enfign  Evans,  and  18 
private.  Wounded,  cornet  Kuhn,  and  29  private.  Among  our 
black  troops,  about  70  killed  and  wounded.  '1  he  enemy’s  army* 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Laly ,  conffied  of  2200  E  uropeans f 
including  artillery  and  cavalry  ;  30ocofferies,  and  between  9  and 
10,000  black  troops.  Twenty  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  field,  and 
five  in  their  batteries  again!!  the  fort,  where  they  blew  up  a  large 
magazine  of  powder  upon  their  retreat.  Our  army  amounted  to 
170 o  Europeans,  including  artillery  and  cavalry;  3300  black 
troops  ;  14  pieces  of  cannon,  and  one  liowitz.  The  enemy  col- 
leffed  themfelves  under  the  walls  of  Chittiput ,  about  18  miles 
from  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  next  day  marched  into  Gingey. 
Our  cavalry  being  greatly  fatigued,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
purfue  the  enemy  as  far  as  I  could  have  wiihed.  Dining  the 
whole  engagement,  and  ever  fince  I  have  had  the  honour  of  com¬ 
manding  the  army,  the  officers  and  men  have  fhewn  the  great eft 
fph'it  ;  nor  can  1  fay  too  much  for  the  behaviour  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery. 

The  next  day  I  fent  out  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  to  harafs 
the  enemy.  January  26.  Finding  that  Gen.  tally  had  retired 
with  his  broken  troops  to  Pondicherry,  I  fent  capt.  de  V ajferot, 
■with  1000  horfe,  and  300  Seapoys,  ftowards  Pondicherry ,  to  de* 
flroy  the  French  country,  and  marched  the  army  tobefiege  Chitti¬ 
put  ;  and  on  the  28th  at  night,  erebled  a  two  gun  battery,  and 
got  in  one  24  and  one  20  pounder,  and  played  upon  them  from  an 
8-inch  howitz.  The  next  day,  after  making  a  breach,  Le  Che¬ 
valier  de  Filly ,  with  his  garrifon  furr endured  prifoners  of  war. 
The  garrifon  confifted  of  four  officers  34  private,  and  300  Sea¬ 
poys,  with  73  Europeans  wounded  in  the  hofpital.  1  found  in  the 
fort  9  guns,  and  a  good  quantity  of  ammunition.  Having  intelli¬ 
gence  of  a  party  of  the  enemy  going  from  Arcot  to  Gin  gey,  I  fent 
capt.  Smith  with  a  detachment  to  intercept  them.  On  the  30th, 
marched  the  army  towards  Arcot  f  the  capital  of  the  province,  in  or- 
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not  lefs  than  1000.  Admiral  Pocock  immediately  got  him- 
felt  again  in  a  fighting  condition,  and  braved  the  French 
fleet  before  pondlcherry,  who  lay  under  their  cannon,  and 
refufcd  a  new  engagement. 

It  has  been  obferved  that  hiftory  can  hardly  produce  an 
inftance  of  two  fquadrons  fighting  th*ee  pitch’d  battles,  un¬ 
der  the  fame  commanders,  in  1 8  months,  without  the  lofs 
of  a  Ihip  on  either  fide.  After  this  engagement  Admiral 
Cornifh  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  joined  Pc- 
cock,  by  which  we  attained  fo  decided  a  fuperiority  in 
ftrength,  as  we  had  before  in  courage  and  ability,  that  the 

French  no  longer  appeared  in  thofe  Teas.  Moft  of  their 
(hips  went  off,  as  it  was  thought,  to  Mauritius.  Then  the 
French  affairs  went  rapidly  to  ruin.  On  the  5th  of  April 
the  important  fortrefs  of  Caracal  furrendered  to  the  fea  and 
land  forces  under  Admiral  Cornifh  and  Major  Monkton. 
By  the  taking  of  this  and  two  other  places  of  lelfer  confi- 
deration,  the  French  were  adtually  reduced  to  the  fingle 

port 


der  to  befiege  if.  This  daycapt.  Smith  joined  me,  having  taken 
the  party  I  had  fent  him  after,  which  conliftedof  10  Europeans, 
50  Seapoys ,  and  two  brafs  8  pounders;  and  foon  after  he  took  a 
captain  of  the  Lorrain  regiment,  and  three  French  commif- 
faries. 

On  the  1  ft  of  February ,  I  fet  out  from  the  army  for  Arcot , 
leaving  orders  with  major  Mon/on  to  throw  a  few  Ihells  into  Fim- 
mery ,  and  to  fummon  the  garrifon.  February  2.  The  army 
marched  and  encamped  within  two  miles  of  Arcot .  Major  Monfon 
reported  to  me  this  day,  that  the  garrifon  of  Fimmtry  had  furren¬ 
dered  prifoners  of  war.  There  were  in  it,  fix  guns,  one  ferjeant, 
20  Europeans ,  and  60  Seapoys .  February  5.  I  opened  the  batteries 
again!!  the  fort  of  Arcot ,  viz.  One  of  five  18- pounders,  and  ano* 
tlier  of  two  18  and  one  24-pounders.  On  the  6th,  began  to  car¬ 
ry  on  approaches  to  the  foutli  weft  and  weft  towers  of  the  fort ; 
and  having  by  the  10th,  got  within  60  yards  of  the  creft. 
of  the  glacis,  the  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.  It 
conftfted  of  three  captains,  eight  fubalterns,  236  private,  and  be¬ 
tween  2  and  300  Seapo)s,  There  were  in  it,  four  mortars,  22 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  all  kinds  of  military 
ftores.  We  had  during  the  fiege,  feven  non-commiftioned  and 
private,  killed;  andenfign  Mac  Mahon ,  who  a&ed  as  engineer, 
and  16  wounded. 
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port  of  Pondicherry  ;  which  was  when  thefe  accounts  came 
away,  clofely  blocked  up  by  land  and  fea.  The  ftrongeft 
hopes  are  conceived  that  this  capital  of  the  French  India 
power  and  commerce  will  fhortly  be  brought  into  our  pof- 
feflion  ;  and  with  thefe  pleafing  hopes  we  conclude  the  hif* 
lory  of  the  war  of  1760. 
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Preliminary  remarks .  Treaty  propofed  4nd  entered  Into  by 

the  belligerent  powers.  Mr.  Stanley  fent  to  Pans ,  *»</ 
4/r.  BuJJy  to  London ;  French %  machinations  in  Spain . 

Difficulties  in  the  negotiation.  Defign  of  the  campaign  in 
Heffie,  and  of  the  expedition  to  Belief  e. 

A  FTER  a  general  war  of  five  years*  carried  on  with 
the  greateft  effufion  of  blood*  and  the  moil:  ex¬ 
traordinary  expence  ever  known  to  attend  a  war  of  that 
continuance,  it  was  hoped  that,  if  the  animofity  of  the 
belligerent  powers  was  not  abated*  at  lcaft  a  great  part  of 
the  fuel  of  difeord  had  been  coniurtied  ;  and  that  tne  time 
was  arrived  for  giving  peace  to  Europe*  Some  propofitions 
for  that  purpofe  had  been  made  in  the  clofe  ot  the  year 
X7cg.  Thofe  who  rather  wjfhcd  for  peace,  than  very 
■  N  atterx 
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attentively  confidered  the  probability  of  effe£ling  it,  feem- 
cd  to  think  it  might  then  have  been  expelled.  But  whilft 
the  public  was  flattered  with  thefe  hopes,  the  fituation  of 
affairs  would  not  fuffer  us -to  believe  that  they  had  any  folid 
foundation.  We  accordingly  ventured  to  point  out  the  dif¬ 
ficulties.  which  then  obfiru&ed  any  fcheme  for  peace  *v 
And  as  thefe  difficulties  were  fuch,  as  did  not  attend  that 
particular  conjun&ure  only,  but  muft  fubfift  as  long  as  the 
fortune  of  war  continued  in  the  fame  train,  we  were  from 
the  beginning  apprehenfive  that  the  new  negociation  which1 
we  have  fince  feen  opened,  and  for  fome  time  carried  on 
with  fuch  pleafing  appearances,  might  in  the  iflfue  be  at¬ 
tended  with  no  better  fuccefs.- 

I  here  are  indeed  but  two  fituations  in  which  peace  can- 
be  very  rationally  expe&ed.  The  firft  fituation  is  that  of 
equality  ;  and  this  is,  either  where  nothing  is  gained  on  any 
fide ;  fo  that  when  ever  mutual  wearinefs,  and  unprofita¬ 
ble  hoftilities  hiive  calmed  the  ardor  of  the  warring  powers* 
no  intricate  points  intervene  to  fruftrate  the  firft  pacific 
difpofition  ;  or  it  may  be  where  the  Ioffes  are  fo  equal,  that 
exchanges  may  £afily  be  made,  or  the  parties  may  reft  mu¬ 
tually  fatisfied  with  their  advantage  over  each  other. 

The  fecond  fituation  is  that  of  necejjity  ;  where  one  of 
the  parties  is  fo  entirely  broken  and  reduced,  as  to  fubmit 
to  receive  conditions  on  the  footing  of  conqueft,  and  to 
purchafe  repofe  by  humiliating  and  enfeebling  conceflions. 
A  peace  upon  this  latter  bafis  is  always  the  grand  popular 
objeft.  In  every  war  we  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  hope  of 
it,  again  ft  an  experience  almoft  uniform.  In  fa  61,  it  is  to 
the  laft  degree  difficult  to  reduee  any  of  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  to  this  difgraceful  neceflity.  For  to  reduce  anyone 
of  them  to  this  ftate  of  fubmiflion,  you  muft,  in  a  manner, 
reduce  all  of  them  to  it.  The  war  if  it  continues,  draws 
ftate  after  ftate  into  its  vortex  until  all  Europe  is  involved* 
A  fort  of  ballance  is  then  produced,  and  the  peace  of  con- 
queft  becomes  impracticable. 

It  would  prove  of  the  utmoft  moment  to  the  tranquility 
of  mankind  that  this  point  was  fufliciently  regarded,  and 
that  they  would,  willingly  adopt  that  fyftem  of  equality,  to 
which  fooner  or  later,  with  more  or  fewer  ftruggles,  they 
are  fo  often  compelled  to  fubmit.  When,  feldom,  a  treaty 
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is  concluded  on  other  terms,  as  the  King  of  Pruflia  has 
found  by  fevere  experience,  and  as  we  obferved  on  a  form¬ 
er  occafion,  is  only  a  fhort  ceffation,  and  not  a  perfeC 
peace.  But  it  mud  be  acknowledged  that  this  fituation, 
the  mod  coincident  with  their  true  intered,  is  at  the  fame 
time  the  mod  contradictory  to  the  paflions  and  prejudices 
of  nations.  It  appears  hard  to  loofe  upon  every  fide  every 
objedf  of  the  war.  A  peace  on  this  foundation  will  be  cen- 
fured,  but  it  is  the  bed,  on  the  fame  principle  that  the 
fhorted  follies  are  the  bed;  and  that  no  injured  pride  is 
left  to  brood  over  a  future  war.  Contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  the  warm  patriots  on  all  fides,  we  therefore  Imagined 
that  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  in  the  clofe 
of  the  third  campaign,  was  the  happy  moment  for  negocia¬ 
tion.  At  this  time,  however,  no  propofitions  had  been 
made.  The  propofitions  of  feventeen  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  were  but  (lightly  regarded,  and  obvioufly  could  end  in 
nothing.  But  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of  which  wc 
are  now  going  to  treat,  the  feene  of  negociation  was  opened 
with  far  greater  folemnity  and  parade  ;  and  as  it  was  car¬ 
ried  on  with  great  diligence,  it  necefTarily  makes  a  principal 
part  of  the  hidory  of  this  year.  It  is  indeed  fomewhat  for¬ 
tunate  both  for  the  writers  and  the  readers  of  thefe  events 
that  this  treaty  has  intervened.  The  narative  otherwife 
had  proved  extremely  barren  and  unentertaining.  For 
though  the  animofity  of  the  belligerent  powers  was  not,  as 
we  obferved,  abated,  their  efforts,  however,  had  confide-* 
rably  flackened,  and  their  operations  began  gradually  to  de¬ 
generate  into  the  Petiteguerre.  Thofe  vad  events  that 
adonifh  the  mind,  or  hold  it  in  a  pleafing  fufpence  ;  thofe 
important  battles  and  fieges;  thofe  rapid  and  well  conduc¬ 
ed  marches,  and  thofe  lively  enterprizes  which  didinguifh 
the  former  years,  except  in  a  very  few  indances,  fcarce 
make  any  part  of  the  hidory  before  us.  But  though  the 
operations  of  the  field  had  fallen  into  a  date  of  langour, 
the  cabinet  became  full  of  bufinefs,  and  negociation  flou- 
rifhed.  In  this  fituation  candour  obliges  us  to  acquaint  our 
readers  that  we  are  dill  more  liable  to  midakes,  than  when 
we  attempt  to  deferibe  the  tranfaCions  of  the  campaign. 
It  very  frequently  happens,  that  the  accounts  of  the  military 
operations  come  authenticated  from  the  hands  of  thofe  great 
generals  who  have  conducted  them,  and  when  we  have  al¬ 
lowed  for  the  partiality  of  the  account^  there  is  nothing  to 
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be  detracted  from  them  for  want  of  fufficient  information. 
Even  in  the  cafe  of.  partiality,  we  are  often  able  to  correct 
the  mifreprefentation  or  over-charge  of  one  of  the  parties 
by  that  of  the  other.  Thefe  things  are  done  in  the  eye  of 
the  world.  But  the  motives  either  to  peace,  or  war,  and 
the  fteps  taken  in  a  negociation,  are  all  behind  the  curtain. 
They  do  not  appear  for  a  long  time,  and,  fometimes  they 
never  appear  completely.  There  is  however,  an  advantage 
in  the  prefent  conjuncture.  For  one  of  the  powers  at  war, 
in  order  to  iuftify-to  its  fubjeCts  and  to  the  world,  its  part 
in  the  continuance  of  a  war  fo  fatal  to  both,  has  publifhed  ; 
an  account  of  the  late  negociation  ;  artful  indeed,  and  pro¬ 
bably  in  fome  refpects  unfair  ;  but  containing  at  the  fame 
time  many  valuable  and  illuftrating  pieces,  the  authenticity 
of  which  is  not  difputed.  The  point  in  fuch  cafes  to  be 
dreaded  is  npt  the  publication  of  falfe  pieces  but  the  con¬ 
cealment  of  feveral  that  are  real  and  important.  The 
public  information  is  probably  rather  incompleat,  than  un¬ 
true.  We  wait  with  impatience  for  that  full  and  authen¬ 
tic  narrative  of  fo  important  a  negociation,  which  undoubt¬ 
edly  our  court  propofes  to  publifh.  We  have  delayed  the 
letting  out  pur  work  the  longer,  in  hopes  of  its  appearance, 
by  which  we  might  have  been  able  to  perfect  and  correct 
our  account  of  this  tranfaCtion.  The  account  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  negotiation  has  appeared  late,  but  we  have  not  failed 
to  make  ufe  of  it.  At  prefent  we  engage  in  our  work,  un¬ 
der  thole  difficulties,  which  it  is  juft  the  reader  fhould 
know  and  allow  for.  In  the  fucceeding  year  we  lb  all 
take  rare  tp  profit  of  whatever  further  lights  may  be  im¬ 
parted.'  - ' 

Very  early  in  this  year  1761,  the  courts  of  Peterlburgh, 

Vienna,  France,  Sweden  and  Poland,  agreed  federally  and 
jointly  tp  offer  propofals  towards  renewing  that  negotiation 
tor  peace,  which  had  abruptly  been  broken  oft  in  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1759.  France  was  the  principal  and  frit  mo¬ 
ver  ;  for  as  it  was  her  ambition  which  had  made  the  war 
fo  General,  and  her  revenue  which  in  a  great  meafure  fup- 
povted  it ;  the  former  being  now  humbled  by  a  fenes  of 
unfortunate  events,  and  the  latter  reduced  by  moft  enor¬ 
mous  expences,  fhe  began  at  length  to  relent,  and  appa¬ 
rently  to  defire  peace  in  earneft.  The  other  members  of 
the  grand  alliance  could  not  decently,  nor  lafely  oppo  e 
thefe  ciil'ppfitions  pf  France.  The  court  ol  Sweden 


rs«gI>  History  of  the  War.  357 

ticular  was  given  to  underftand,  that  the  exhaufted  condi¬ 
tion  of  France  was  the  true  motive  of  her  moderation  ; 
that  in  faft,  fhe  was  not  able  any  longer  to  furmih  the 
ftioulated  fubfidics,  nor  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of  her  en- 
elements  with  her  allies.  Thefe  circumftances,  which 
fhe*' was  neither  able,  nor  feemed  difpofed  to  conceal, 

formed  the  fureft  guaranty  of  her  fincenty. 

The  five  parties  to  the  war  on  that  fide,  made  as  many 
declarations,  which  were  figned  at  Paris  on  the  25th  of 
March,  and  delivered  at  London  on  the  31ft  of  the  fame 
month.  The  counter  declaration  ot  Great  Britain  and 
Pruffia  appeared  on  the  3d  of  April.  Augfburg,  as  the  fitu- 
ation  molt  commodious  for  the  powers  at  war,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  congrefs.  -  n  1  J 

Lord  Egremont,  Lord  Stormont  ambaffador  in  1  oland, 

and  general  Yorke  our  ambaflador  in  Holland,  were  nomi¬ 
nated  as  the  Englifh  plenipotentiaries.  On  the  part  of 
France,  the  count  de  Choifel  was  appointed.  Augfburg 
now  became  the  centre  of  attention  to  all  Europe,  and  each 
court  prepared  every  thing  towards  this  important  meeting 
which  it  could  furniih  <?f  fplendgr.  for  the  d.ifplay  of  its  dig¬ 
nity,  and  of  ability  for  the  fupport  of  its  intereft.  1  he 
public  converfation  was  for  a  while  diverted  from  feenes  oi 
horror,  bloodfhed,  and  pillage  ;  and  every  mind  was  em¬ 
ployed  more  agreeably  on  the  public  feene  of  magnificence, 
and  the  private  game  of  policy,  which  was  to  enfue. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  was  unanimoufiy  agreed,  in  order 
that  a  negotiation,  in  itfelf  fufficiently  intricate,  fhould  be 
the  lefs  embarrafied,  to  admit  to  the  treaty  none  but  the 
parties  principally  concerned,  together  with  their  allies. 

Although  this  exclufion  of  the  neutral  interefts  tended 
greatly  to  difembarrefs  and  fimplify  the  negotiation,  yet 
fuch  was  the  variety  of  feparate  and. independent  matters, 
which  ftill  remained  to  be  difeuffed,  that  it  became  advis¬ 
able  to  make  a  further  feparation,  if  they  hoped  to  treat 
upon  them  with  any  tolerable  eafe,  or  with  any  profpedl  ot 
coming  to  a  fpeedy  decifion. 

For  this  purpofe  it  was  neceflary  to  bring  back  the  mo¬ 
tives  to  the  war  to  their  firft  principles  ;  ajid  to  difengage 
thofe  feveral  interefts  which  originally,  and  in  their  own 
nature  had  no  connexion,  from  that  mafs,  in  which  mutual 
injuries  and  a  common  animofity  had  blended  and  con- 
funded  them.  This  proportion  came  firft  from  France, 
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and  it  was  an  early  and  happy  omen  of  her  inclination  ta 
peace. 

7  he  war,  which  was  truly  and  originally  German,  evK 
aently  had  but  a  Tingle,  though  this  a  very  difficult  obi  eft, 
to  determine  the  fate  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  So  many 
powers  were  concerned  in  this  determination,  and  their 
views  of  aggrandifement,  indemnification,  and  revenge,  To 
various  and  difficult  to  be  reconciled,  that  this  alone  Teemed 
matter  enough  for  a  feparate  and  very  arduous  negotiation; 
In  efteX  all  the  powers  of  the  north  were  concerned  in 
it.  For  this  reafon,  the  other  great  ohjeX  of  the  general 
war,  the  limits  of  America,  which  by  that  ftrange  chain 
of  hoflile  connexions,  which  even  unites  the  various  inde¬ 
pendent  quarrels  and  enmities  of  Europe,  had  been  mixed 
with  the  German  difputes,  was  again  fet  upon  its  proper 
and  peculiar  bafis ;  and  whilft  the  truly  German  interefts. 
were  handled  at  Augfburg,  it  was  propofed  to  treat  on  this 
head  feparateiy  in  London  and  in  Paris.  For  this  purpofe, 
itiinifters  were  mutually  fent  from  thofe  courts  5  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ley  on  the  part  of  England  ;  and  Mr.  Bufly  on  that  of 
France. 

This  propofition  was  alfo  exceedingly  prudent;  for  there 
is  no  doubt  that  if  thefe  potentates  could  fettle  their  claims 
to  their  mutual  TatisfaXion,  and  Thould  carry  to  Augfourg 
the  fame  candour  and  good  faith,  and  the  fame  fincere  de~ 
fire  of  peace,  their  influence  muff  neceffarily  tend  to  infpire 
principles  of  moderation  into  the  reft,  and  muft  contribute 
largely  to  accelerate  the  great  work  of  pacification. 

Things  were  thus  fet  upon  the  beft  footing  pofiible,  and 
the  negotiation  feemed  to  be  in  the  happieft  train  that  could 
be  wimed.  But  unfortunately  the  plan  and  difpofition  of 
the  treaty  were  much  more  eafily  adjufted,  than  the  matter 
and  the  fubftance.  It  was  very  obvious,  that  France  if  fhe 
was  willing  even  to  pretend  to  a  defire  of  peace,  could  fcarce 
avoid  making  conceffions,  which  to  her  were  fufficiently 
mortifying.  The  moment  her  proper  quarrel  came  to  be 
feparated  from  the  general  caufe,  fhe  had  every  difadvan- 
tage  in  the  negociation,  becaufe  fhe  had  fuffered  every  dif- 
after  in  the  war.  On  the  fide  of  Germany  indeed  me  had 
aXed  with  fuccefs  ;  but  even  there  the  advantages  fhe  had 
acquired  were  ftill  precarious,  as  the  chance  of  war  was  ftill 
open  :  no  propofition  for  a  ceflation  of  arms  having  been 
admitted.  As  fhe  knew  therefore,  that  great  facrifices 

might 
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might  be  expected  from  her,  fhe  did  not  fo  finally  reft  her 
hopes  upon  the  negotiation,  as  not  to  look  out  for  another 
refource  ;  and  this  rendered  on  her  part  the  whole  proceed¬ 
ing  lefs  effe&ive  and  lefs  fincere. 

The  refource  fhe  fought  was  in  Spain,  who  fhe  hoped 
could  not  look  with  indifference  on  the  humiliation  of  the 
principal  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Hitherto  in¬ 
deed  the  king  of  Spain  had  obferved  a  tolerable  exadf  neu¬ 
trality  in  his  conduct,  and  in  his  declarations  had  fpared  no 
expreflions  of  good  will  and  friendfhip  to  our  court.  He 
feemed  to  be  wholly  intent  on  the  internal  cecdnomy  of 
his  dominions,  on  the  improvement  of  their  long  negle&ed 
police,  on  the  advancement  of  their  commerce,  and  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  finances.  But  notwithffanding  thefe  do- 
meftic  attentions,  the  French  miniftry  did  not  defpair  of 
drawing  his  regards  abroad.  They  thought  that  the  offers 
which  France  in  her  prefent  circumftances  would  find  her- 
felf  obliged  to  make,  muft  extremely  alarm  all  good  Spani¬ 
ards,  who  could  not  fee  without  the  raoft  ferious  apprehen¬ 
sions,  the  French  power  wholly  annihilated  in  America.  By 
this  event,  their  colonies,  though  fo  much  Superior  to  all  others 
in  opulence  and  extent,  muft  in  a  manner  be  at  the  mercy 
of  England  :  no  power  being  in  any  fort  able  to  afford  them 
afliftance,  or  to  hold  the  ballance  between  them  and  the 
power  of  England.  At  this  time  indeed,- the  French  court- 
had  not  abfolutely  fucceeded  in  her  defigns  at  Madrid  :  but 
fhe  was  in  hopes,  that  every  ftep  fhe  took  in  the  treaty 
and  every  conceftion  fhe  Should  make,  would  prove  a  frefh 
incentive  to  the  jealoufies  and  apprebenfions  of  Spain* 
Thus  in.  effe<ft  all  the  motions  which  France  feemingly 
made  towards  peace  were  in  reality  fo  many  fteps  towards  a 
new  war  ;  and  whilft  at  London  fhe  breathed  nothing  but 
moderation,  and  the  moft  earneft  defire  of  putting  a  period  to 
the  calamities  of  Europe,  at  Madrid  fhe  was  taking  the  moft 
vigorous  meafures  for  fpreading  them  further,  and  continu¬ 
ing  them  longer. 

On  the  fide  of  England,  though  there  was  far  more 
good  faith  in  the  public  procedure,  there  were  alfo,  it  muft 
be  admitted,  many  circumftances  which  co-operated  to  re¬ 
tard  the  peace.  The  great  and  almoft  unparalleled  fuccefs 
which  attended  our  arms  in  this  war,  had  raifed  a  proporti¬ 
onable  expectation,  and  infpired  very  high  thoughts  into 
the  minds  of  the  people.  They  thought  it  unreafonable  t* 

make 
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make  almoft  any  conceffions  to  a  nation  whofe  ambition  and 
violence  they  had  always  found  to  correfpond  with  its  power* 
and  whom  they  now  confidered  as  lying  at  their  mercy; 
That  this  was  the  time  for  reducing  France,  which  if  we 
let  pafs,  we  could  never  hope  again  to  recover.  In  thefe 
fentiments  it  muft  have  fared  ill  with  that  adminiftration, 
who  fhould  make  a  facrifice  of  any  of  thofe  objedts  on  which 
the  people  had  let  their  hearts.  ; 

On  the  other  hand  it  could  not  have  cfcaped  them,  that 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Germany,  however  they  might  be 
artificially  feparated  in  the  difcuffion,  muft  neceftarily  have 
an  influence  on  the  final  determination  of  the  treaty.  They 
faw,  that  after  a  fevere  ftruggle  of  five  years,  the  affairs  of 
ourneareft  allies  were  only  not  ruined.  To  fay  nothing  of 
the  condition  of  the  King  af  Pruffia,  the  whole  country  of 
Heffe  was  in  the  adfual  pofleflion  of  France  \  they  likewife 
held  the  county  of  flan  a  u  ;  and  by  their  occupation  of  Got¬ 
tingen,  the  Hanoverian  territory  lay  open  to  their  arms.  It 
this  quarrel  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  caufe  not  ftricfly  En- 
glifh,  (though  the  French  in  their  memorials  contended  it 
was),  yet  certainly  the  Heffians,  and  principally  the  Hano¬ 
verians,  were  allies  of  fo  near  a  connection,  and  had  done 
and  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  common  caufe,  that  it  muft 
have  appeared  {hocking  to  all  Europe,  if  folely  attentive  to 
our  own  peculiar  advantages,  we  fhould  patch  up  a  peace 
without  any  provifion  in  their  favour  :  and  it  was  very  evi¬ 
dent,'  that  this  provifion  could  not  be  made  in  the  fituation. 
in  which  the  laft  campaign  had  left  them,  unlefs  our  govern¬ 
ment  purchafed  it  at  a  price  that  would  be  very  grudgingly 

paid  by  the  Englifh  fubjedts. 

The  miniftry,  perplexed  between  the  natural  expediti¬ 
ons  of  their  country,  and  the  reafonable  expeditions  of  their 
allies,  muft  have  found  it  not  a  little  difficult  to  know  what 
party  they  ought  to  take.  In  order  to  reconcile,  as  much 
as  poffible,  thefe  contradictory  defires,  the  only  folution 
which  could  be  found  was  to  pufh  the  war  with  the  utmoft 
vigour  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  not  to  hurry  the  negotiation  : 
in'  hopes  that  during  its  progrefs  things  might  take  fuch  a 
turn,  as  to  enable  them  to  purchafe  peace  for  their  allies 
out  of  the  acquifitions  they  fhould  have  made  alter  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  treaty,  and  without  being  obliged  to  nave 
rccourfe  to  their  conquefts,  previous  to  that  cera.  Gn  t  is 
footing  they  propofed  to  fafisfy  the  demands  of  the  pu  ic 
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faith,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  preferve  the  reputation  which 
was  fo  neceffary  to  their  affairs  at  home.  Accordingly  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  was  to  profecute  with  the  utmoft  vigour, 
the  operations  which  he  had  begun  in  the  depth  of  winter; 
and  an  expedition,  theobjeft  of  which  was  then  fecret,  was 
prepared  with  equal  diligence  in  England. 

In  thefe  equivocal  difpofitions,  and  in  this  odd  mixture  of 
hoftile  and  pacific  meafures,  began  the  year  1761,  a  year 
more  remarkable,  perhaps,  than  any  of  thofe  we  have  hi¬ 
therto  defcribed,  for  events  which  will  be  radically  decifive 
cf  the  future  profperity  or  mifery  of  Europe,  but  lefs,  for 
thofe  matters  by  which  the  imagination  of  the  reader  is 
commonly  affedled.  Having  in  this  chapter  laid  down,  as 
'far  as  wo  can  conje&ure,  the  political  motives  for  the  un¬ 
common  effort  which  was  made  in  Germany,  in  our  next 
chapter  we  fhall  give  an  account  of  the  military  plan  of  this 
effort,  the  execution  and  the  luccefs  of  it. 

’  CHAP.  II, 

Prince  Ferdinand’s  plan .  Allies  enter  into  HeJJe  and  'Thu¬ 
ringia.  French  retire.  Hereditary  prince  repulfed  at 

•  Fritzlar.  Fritzlar  taken.  Several  ?nagazines  taken. 

*  .. Blockade  of  Marpurg  a?id  Ziegenhayn.  Siege  of  CaJJel. 
Battle  of  Langenfaltze.  Broglio  reinforced  from  the 
■Lower  Rhine.  Hereditary  prince  defeated  at  Stangerode. 
Siege  of  Cajfef  &c.  raifed.  Allies  retire  behind  the 
Dymel. 

AT  the  clofe  of  the  lafl  campaign,  the  French  had  the 
entire  and  undiflurbed  poffeflion  of  the  whole  territory 
.  c>f  Heffe  :  a  country  tolerably  provided,  and  which  contains 
.  many  tenable  places.  Some  of  thefe,  they  had  ftrengthened 
with  additional  works  ;  and  they  had  amaffed  immenfe  ma- 
-  -gazines  in  the  moft  convenient  fituations.  This  was  their 
condition  in  the  front  of  their  winter  cantonments.  On 
their  left  they  had  driven  the  allies  from  the  Lower  Rhine, 
where  they  kept  a  confiderable  body  of  troop-:,  which 
-  ftreightened  our  quarters,  and  checked  our  efforts  on  that 
fide.  On  their  right  they  poffelfed  the  town  of  Gottingen, 
in  which  they  had  placed  a  very  ftrong  garrifon  ;  and  thus 
theyfhut  us  up  on  this  quarter  aifo,  whilft  the  king’s  German 
«.  dominions  lay  entirely  open  to  their  enterprizes. 


If 
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If  wc  consider  the  fituation  of  the  French  armies,  they 
will  prefent  us  with  the  idea  of  an  immenfe  crefcent,  the 
two  advanced  points  of  which  were  at  Gottingen  and  Wefel 
and  the  body  extended  in  Hefle  :  fo  that  being  perfectly 
well  provided  with  magazines,  and  mailer  of  all  the  proper 
communications,  neceflary  for  their  current  fubfiftence, 
with*  ftrong  places  in  their  rear,  and  in  both  their  flanks  \ 
in  the  next  campaign  they  had  only  to  advance  their  feveral- 
polls  in  a  manner  to  enclofe  the  allied  army,  which,  without 
fome  fignal  fuccefs  (from  their  numbers  and  fituation,  hard- 
ly  to  be  expected)  would  find  itfelf  entirely  incapable  of 
making  any  Hand  againll  them. 

Prince  Ferdinand  was  vefy  fenfible  of  thefe  inconvenient 
cies  of  his  fituation,  and  of  the  advantages  the  enemy  had 
over  him.  It' was  extremely  difficult  to  fettle  a  plan  for  ac¬ 
tion  ;  but  no  adlion  could  be  attended  with  much  worfe 
confequences,  than  inactivity  in  a  bad  condition.  He  knew 
from  experience,,  that  the  French  were  ill  qualified  for  win¬ 
ter  operations  in  Germany,  and  that  his  own  foldiers,befides 
their  fuperior  hardinefs,  and  their  being  inured  to  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  the  climate,  could  fuller  but  little  more  from  field 
fervice,  efpecially  if  attended  with  fuccefs,  than  they  rmift 
endure  from  the  badnefs  of  their  winter  quarters.  It  is  true 
that  there  was  fomething  difeouraging  in  the  attack  of  a  very 
fuperior  body  of  the  enemy*  poflefled  of  every  advantage 
againll  him :  but  it  was  clear,  that  this  fuperiority,  and 
thefe  advantages  would  not  leflen  as  the  fummer  approach¬ 
ed.  It  was  clear,  that  every  Hep  the  enemy  gained  on  him, 
would  render  his  defence  weaker  and  his  rcfources  more 
{canty  ;  and  that  if  the  enemy  found  themfelves  in  a  conditi¬ 
on  to  commence  this  campaign  where  they  had  concluded 
the  laft,  and  that  nothing  fhould  hinder  their  proceeding  in 
the  earlieft  feafon,  he  could  never  reafonably  hope  to  pro-r 
tradl  the  war  to  another  year.  For  to  fpeak  the  truth,  this 
was  the  utmoll,  which  in  his  circumllances  he  could  pro- 
mife  himfelf  from  the  moll  judicious  fcheme  of  conduCt. 

Having  therefore  refolved  to  a£t,  he  loft  no  time  to  acr 
with  vigour.  He  appointed  three  places  of  rendezvous  on 
the  Dymel,  the  Rhine,  and  in  Savedand.  His  army  aftem- 
bled  on  - the  qth  of  February,  without  luffermg  the  enemy 
to  have  any  previous  notice  of  their  intentions.  The 

dav  the  troops  halted,  and  the  duke  communicated  to  his 
;  generals* 
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o-enerals  the  difpofition  he  had  made  for  the  motions  of  the 

WhTh;  centre  was  led  by  his  ferene  highnefs  in  perfon ;  it 
penetrated  direftly  into  Heffe,  and  marching  by  Zierenberg 
and  DurenHerg,  made  its  way  towards  Caiiel.  The  right 
and  left  of  the  army  were  each  at  a  v'ery  confiderable^  dif- 
tance  from  this  body  ;  but  they  were  fo  difpofed  as  fully  to 
exonerate  in  the  general  plan  of  operation,  which  was 
vervPextenfive.  The  hereditary  prince  commanded  on  the 
StThe  marched  by  Stadbergen  for  Mengennghaufen  ; 
and  leaving  the  country  of  Heffe  to  the  Eaffward,  as  the 
alarm  was  fo  be  as  fudden,  and  as  widely  diffufed  as  poffi- 
ble,  he  puffed  forward  with  the  utmoft  expedition  into  the 
heart  of  the  French  quarters.  General  Sporcken  com¬ 
manded  a  corps  at  a  greater  diftance  to  the  left,  and  pen  ¬ 
trated  into  Thuringia,  by  Duderftadt  and  Heil.genbadt. 
The  defign  of  this  movement  was  to  break  the  comm 
cation  of  the  French  with  the  army  of  the  Empire,  to  open 
one  for  ourfelves  with  the  Pruffians,  and  to  cut  off  ali  mter- 
.courfe  between  the  grand  army  of  the  enemy,  and  their 

garrifon  at  Gottingen,  ,,-1, 

Bv  this  fudden,  extenfive,  and  vigorous  attack,  the 

French  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confternation ;  t  ey 
retreated,  or  rather  fled  upon  every  fide.  It  could  fcarcely 
have  been  imagined,  that  this  was  the  fame  army  which 
had  but  juft  clofed  the  campaign  with  fo  much  fuccefs. 
Such  has  been  the  fport  of  fortune  in  this  war,  even  beyond 
all  former  examples  of  her  caprice,  that  the  inftances  are 
numerous  of  inferior  and  beaten  armies,  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  change  in  their  circumftances,  driving  the  conquerors 
before  them.  So  remarkable  was  the  revolution  of  fortune 
at  this  time,  that  it  is  highly  credible  if  the  French  had  had 
their  quarters  in  an  open  country,  their  army  had  been  to¬ 
tally  deftroyed :  but  happily  for  them,  they  had  very  fuffi- 
cient  means  of  fecuring  their  retreat.  For  as  the  allies  ad¬ 
vanced,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  Caffel  and  Gottingen  at 
their  backs;  into  the  former  of  which  the  enemy  ha 
thrown  a  garrifon  equal  to  a  moderate  atmy  j  an  in  t  e 
Jatter  they  had  7  or  8000  men*  Beyond  tee  again  were 
Fritzlar,  Ziegenhayn,  and  Marpurg,  places >  of  a  tolerable 
degree  of  ftrengtl)  and.  well  garrifoited,  befides  fome  o 
inferior  polls,  ^  The 
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,  ^}le  hereditary  prince,  whofe  party  was  the  moft  advanc- 
eo,  it  ruck  the  nrft  blow,  by  an  attempt  to  furprize  Fritz- 
lar.  He  had  received  advice  that  it  was  not  prepared  to  re¬ 
ceive  im.  He  accordingly  took  only  a  few  battalions  and 
no  cannon,  in  hopes  ol  being  able  to  carry  that  place  at 
once.  But  unfortunately  he  was  deceived  in  his  intelligence. 
Fhe  garrifon  was  prepared  and  refolute,  and  though  the 
hereditary  prince  attacked  it  with  his  ufual  fpirit,  he  was 
obliged  for  that  time  to  defift,  and  to  draw  off  with  no  in- 
contiderable  lofs. 

About  this  time,  Marpurg  was  attempted  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  with  no  better  fuccefs.  Gen.  Breidenback,  art 
Hanoverian  officer,  of  great  bravery,  experience  and  repu¬ 
tation,  who  commanded  there,  loft  his  life  in  the  attack. 
Theie  two  fevere  checks  at  the  entrance  into  action,  did  not 
however  difeourage  either  the  parties  that  fufFered  them,  or 
the  reft  of  the  army.  They  advanced  as  expeditioufly,  and 
y/ith  more  caution.  Cannon  and  mortars  were  brought  be¬ 
fore  Fritz5 ar,  which,  after  a  defence  that  was  rather  made 
*  for  the  credit  of  the  commander,  than  from  any 

reb.  15.  hope  of  faving  the  place,  furrenderea  on  honour¬ 
able  terms.  A  large  magazine  was  found  here. 
The  marquis  of  Granby  was  employed,  with  fuccefs,  in 
reducing  the  forts  and  caftles  in  this  neighbourhood.  The 
allied  army  refolutely  advanced,  and  as  they  advanced,  the 
french  continually  retired,  abandoning  poft  after  poft,  and 
fell  back  almoft  to  the  Maine.  They  fired  their  magazines 
as  they  retreated  ;  but  the  allies  purfued  with  fo  much  ra¬ 
pidity,  that  they  faved  five  capital  ftores  ;  one  of  which  con¬ 
tained  no  lefs  than  80,000  facks  of  meal,  50,000  facks  of 
cats,  and  a  million  of  rations  of  hay,  a  very  fmall  part  of 
'which  had  been  deftroyed.  Thefe  were  acquifitions  of  the 
utmoft  advantage,  as  they  wonderfully  facilitated  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  army;  which,  as  it  advanced,  ftill  found  its 
fubfiftence  ;  provifion  was  alfo  thereby  made  for  the  caval¬ 
ry,  which  otherwife,  it  could  never  have  been  fupplied  with 
hi  fuch  a  feafon,  and  at  fuch  a  vaft  diftance  from  our  origi¬ 
nal  quarters. 

Notwithftanding  this  fuccefs  in  front,  it  was  not  here  the 
grand  objed  of  our  operations  lay.  Call'd  was  to  be  redu¬ 
ced.  The  French  had  in  that  town  a  garrifonof  17  batta¬ 
lions,  befides  fome  other  corps,  under  the  command  of  the 
coant  de  Broglio ;  and  there  was  no  doubt,  that  he  would 

defend 
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lefend  the  place  to  the  utmoft.  The  fortifications  of  CafTel 
ire  moftly  in  the  old  manner ;  they  confift  of  very  high, 
)ut  ftrong  walls.1  Some  works  indeed  had  been  newly,  ad- 
led  ;  but  the  great  hope  of  the  enemy  was  in  the  ftrength 
)f  the  garrifon  and  the  rigour  of  the  feafon.  T.  he  liege  of 
his  place  was  not  to  be  delayed  ;  however  it  was  neceiTar/ 
)revioufly  to  clear  all  the  adjacent  countiy  of  the  enemy, 
tnd  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  garrifon  with  their 
^rand  army. 

Therefore  when  marfhal  Broglio  had  been  driven  quite 
jut  offHefle,  and  had  retreated  towards  Frankfort,  prince 
Ferdinand  ceafed  to  advance  ;  and  having  ordered  two  ho¬ 
lies  to  the  blockade  of  Marpurg  and  Ziegenhayn,  which 
fill  obftinately  held  out,  he  formed  that  part  of  the  army 
vhich  was  with  him  into  a  chain  of  cantonments,  making  a. 
ront  towards  the  enemy  which  extended  from  the  river 
Lahn  to  the  river  Ohm,  and  from  the  Ohm  to  the  Fulda  ; 
has  he  propofed  to  watch  the  motions  of  marfhal  Broglio’s 
trmy,  to  cover  the  liege  of  CafTel,  and  the  blockades  of 
he  two  fortrefTes  juft  mentioned.  The  fiege  of  CafTel  was 
:arried  on  by  the  count  of  Lippe  Schaumburg  a  fovereign 
>rince  of  the  empire,  reputed  one  of  the  ableft  engineers  in 
Europe.  His  management  of  the  artillery  at  Thornhaufen 
vas  a  principal  caufe  in  the  acquifition  of  that  great  vi&ory  ; 
md  it  was  not  doubted  that  his  abilities  would  be  exerted 
is  effectively  at  CafTel.  Trenches  were  opened  on  the  firft 
)f  March.  All  eyes  were  now  dire&ed  to  this  point;  for 
)n  the  fuccefs  of  this  ftroke  depended  the  whole  fortune  of 
he  campaign.  It  was  very  apparent  that  if  CafTel  and  its 
'  vrrifon  fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  allies,  Gottingen 
tnd  the  inferior  places  muft  inevitably  fall  along  with  it  ; 
md  this  misfortune  would  be  more  than  equivalent  to  the 
ofs  of  a  great  battle. 

Whilft  the  war  was  thus  carried  on  in  Heflc,  M.  Sporck- 
:n  who  CQmmanded  the  detachment  to  the  left,  on  the  fide 
)f  Saxony,  advanced  with  an  intrepidity  equal  to  the  reft  ; 
le  was  foon  joined  by  a  corps  of  Pruffians,  and  the  united 
irmy  loft  no  time  to  clear  the  Werra  and  the  Unftrutofthe 
)odies'of  French  and  Saxons  which  occupied  the  moft  im- 
>ortant  poft  upon  thefe  rivers.  As  thefe  bodies  were  ad- 
rantageoufly  polled  and  could  be  fupported  on  one  fide  by 
he  garrifon  of  Gottingen,  and  on  the  other,  as  they  pro¬ 
ofed  themfelves,  by  the  army  of  the  empire,  they  main¬ 
tained 
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tained  their  ground  ;  and  this  foon  brought  on 
Feb.  14.  a  fharp  action.  The  allies  attacked  a  large  body 
advantageoufly  polled  at  Langenfaltz  upon  the 
Unftrut ;  the  event  was  entirely  favourable.  Three  whole 
battalions  of  Saxons  were  made  prifoners  by  the  Pruffians  ; 
M.  de  Sporcken  took  two  battalions.  The  enemy’s  lof$ 
was  computed  at  five  thoufand  men ;  feveral  pieces  of 
cannon  were  alfo  taken,  and  a  large  magazine  was  aban¬ 
doned.  This  blow  was  well  followed  ;  one  body  of  the 
combined  army  puflied  to  Eifenach  and  Gotha,  whilft 
another  by  forced  marches  got  forward  to  Fulda;  the 
French  gave  way  on  their  right ;  and  the  army  of  the 
empire  on  the  left ;  the  latter  fell  back  to  Bamberg,  to¬ 
tally  abandoning  a  very  large  tradl  of  country. 

Hitherto  the  affairs  of  the  allies  proceeded  almofl  in  an 
uninterrupted  courfe  of  profperity.  It  was  indeed  a  degree 
of  profperity  altogether  aflonifhing,  and  which  as  at  firft  it 
could  fcarceiy  have  been  expected,  fo  there  was  no  reafon  to 
imagine  it  would  have  any  long  continuance.  For  the  allies 
f>n  the  fide  of  Saxony,  where  M.  Sporcken  adled,  in  pro- 

{portion  as  their  activity  and  fuccefs  carried  them  forward, 
eft  the  countries  on  their  rear  more  and  more  uncovered, 
^nd  expofed,  without  any  or  with  a  very  inefficient  defence, 
to  the  attempts  of  the  powerful  garrifon  of  Gottingen.  The 
count  de  Vaux,  who  commanded  that  garrifon,  is  a  very 
able  and  enterprizing  officer.  And  he  no  fooner  perceived, 
that  the  allies  were  wholly  intent  upon  driving  their  enemies 
from  the  Werra  and  Unftrut,  and  on  pufhing  the  advantages 
they  had  acquired  tp  the  utmoft,  then  he  marched  out  of 
Gottingen  with  a  ftropg  detachment,  attacked  and  routed  an 
Hanoverian  convoy,  fell  upon  the  town  of  Duderftadt  with 
the  utmoft  violence  ;  and  though  he  failed  in  his  firft  at¬ 
tempt,  he  repeated  it  with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  at  length  he 
carried  that  town,  and  afterwards  fome  of  the  moft  cons¬ 
iderable  places  near  it.  By  thefe  fucceffes  he  prevented  M. 
de  Sporcken’s  corps  from  returning  by  the  way  they  had  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  indeed  abfolutely  difqualified  them  from  a&ing 
feperately  from  their  main  ajrmy ;  to  which  foon  after  thefe 
events,  they  were  obliged  to  join  themfelves.  This  junc¬ 
tion  now  became  neceflary  on  another  account,- 

Marfhal  Broglio  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign 
Jiad  been  obliged,  by  the  enterprizes  of  the  hereditary 

Prince,  to  detach  from  his  army  in  Heffe  a  large  body  ^ 

r  1  -  '  *  :  -  •  •  the 
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he  lower  Rhine.  He  now  found  it  equally  proper  to  re- 
all  this  body  together  with  further  reinforcements,  in  order 
o  maintain  his  ground  in  the  country  northward  of  the 
Maine,  where  he  was  clofely  prefled  by  the  allies,  and 
ivhich  he  muft  be  compelled  Ihamefully  to  relinquifh,  if 
[laffel  was  not  relieved  in  time.  Senfible  of  this,  with 
whatever  difficulty,  he  called  in  his  moft  diftant  polls,  em¬ 
bodied  his  army,  infpired  them  with  new  fpirits,  and  made 
them  capable,  by  a  more  exaft  order  in  their  difcipline  and 
a  great  fuperiority  in  their  numbers,  of  attempting  fome- 
thing  considerable. 

On  the  other  handy  the  hopes  of  the  allies,  depended  on 
the  effedt  of  their  firft  impreffion  ;  they  were  obliged  to 
attempt  too  many  obje&s  at  the  fame  time,  and  thefe  too 
arduous  for  the  number  of  which  their  army  confifted.  For 
it  was  neceffary  that  they  fhould  keep  one  army,  and  that 
no  fmall  one,  employed  on  the  fiege  of  Caffel ;  another 
was  occupied  in  the  blockade  of  Ziegenhayn  j  a  third  was 
employed  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Fulda;  and  ft  ill  a  fourth 
was  neceffary  to  cover  and  fuftain  all  thefe  various  opera-* 
tions,  and  to  oppofe  itfelf  to  the  attempts  of  Marfhal  Brog- 
lio.  It  was  but  too  plain,  that  when  the  whole  of  the 
French  force  was  collected  in  one  point,  it  could  never  be 
refifted  by  a  part  only  of  the  allied  army  ;  if  they  fhould 
attempt  to  draw  away  any  of  the  feperate  corps  from  the 
critical  fervice  upon  which  it  was  employed,  the  entire  pur- 
pofe  of  their  labours  was  given  up.  In  a  word.  Prince 
Ferdinand  had  three  ftrong  pofts  of  the  enemy  on  his  rear*; 
and  their  grand  army  now  perfectly  united  on  his  front,  and' 
his  fituation,  which  was  far  from  advantageous,  obliged  hint 
to  call  in  M.  Sporcken’s  body  which  had  effected  its  pur-* 
pofe  and  could  beft  be  fpared.  However  the  prince  kept 
his  pofition  as  long  as  poffible ;  and  the  fiege  was  carried 
on  with  as  much  vigour  as  a  winter  operation,  and  the  fpi- 
rited  defence  of  a  great  garrifon  ably  commanded,  would 
admit. 

But  Marfhal  Broglio,  as  foon  as  he  had  colledfed  his  army* 
advanced  without  delay.  He  caufed  the  troops  under  the 
hereditary  prince  to  be  attacked  near  the  village  of  Stange- 
rode,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grunberg,  where  he  was  ad¬ 
vanced  in  front  of  the  before-mentioned  line  of  the  allied 
army.  The  attack  was  made  by  the  enemies  dragoons,  the 
very  firft  fhock  of  which  broke  the  whole  foot,  coafifting  of 

nine 
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nine  regiments,  Hanoverians,  Heffians,  and  Brunfwickers* 
The  trench  on  this  oCcafion  made  two  thoufand  prifoner^ 
snd  pofFelFed  themfelves  of  feveral  trophies  of  victory  y  few 
were  killed  or  wounded  on  either  fide. 

After  this  blow  the  allied  army  could  no  longer  think  of 
making  head  againft  the  French,  or  of  maintaining  their 
ground  in  HefFe.  They  broke  up  the  blockade  of  Ziegen- 
hayn  ;  and  foon  after  raifed  the  fiegc  of  CafFel,  after  twenty- 
feven  days  open  trenches.  They  evacuated  the  whole  coun¬ 
try  of  HefFe,  retired  behind  the  Dymel,  and  falling  back 
nearly  to  the  quarters  they  pofFefFed  before  this  undertaking. 

Thus  ended  an  expedition  which  was  carried  on  againft 
many  difficulties^  with  much  fpirit,  and  which  at  firft  excit¬ 
ed  great  hopes.  It  failed  indeed  in  fomeof  itsobje&s;  but 
it  produced  its  efFe£l  in  the  total  of  the  operations  of  the 
year.  The  French,  by  the  deftrudtion  or  feizure  of  fo  many 
of  their  principal  magazines,  were  for  a  long  time  difabled 
from  taking  any  advantage  of  their  fuccefFes  in  the  p  reced¬ 
ing  campaign,  or  from  their  latevidloryi  It  was  not  until 
the  feafon  was  a  good  deal  advanced  that  they  were  in  a 
.condition  to  a 61.  This  cefFation  was  not  dearly  bought 
even  by  the  lofs  we  fuftained  at  Stangerode,  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  hardfhips  the  troops  had  endured  during  the  whole 
fervice;  for  circumftanced  as  both  armies  were  at  their 
quitting  the  field,  without  this  feafonable  check  it  is  proba- 
.  ble  we  fhould  have  at  this  day  no  footing  in  Germany.  Both 
armies  as  it  whereby  confent  lay  quiet  in  their  winter  quar¬ 
ters.  During  their  inaction,  the  negotiation  at  London  and 
Paris,  whofe  commencement  we  have  related  in  the  firfi: 
chapter,  was  purfued  without  interruption. 

CHAP.  IIL 


The  negotiation  continued .  Proportions  of  uti  poflidetis.  De¬ 
bate,  concerning  the  periods .  Belief e  defer  ibed.  Engtijh 

repulfed  at  Lochmaria  bay.  They  make  good  their  land¬ 
ing.  Palais  befieged .  Town  abandoned *  Citadel  ca - 

pitulates . 

IT  muff  be  obferved,  that  after  the  judicious  feperations 
which  had  been  made  of  the  interefts  of  the  feveral  pow¬ 
ers  at  war,  there  {fill  remained  a  fufficient  fund  of  intricacy 
and  altercations  , in  each  particular  difcuffion.  In  order  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  to  make  the  way  to  peace  as  fmooth  as  poffxble,  it  was 
refolved  previoufly  to  eftablifh  fome  certain  and  iimple  points 
that  might  ferve  to  direcl  and  keep  fteady  the  whole  nego¬ 
tiation.  Thefe  points  were  but  two  5  indeed  they  were  fo 
infeperably  connected  with  each  other,  that  they  Teemed 
rather  members  of  the  fame  propofition  than  feparate  arti¬ 
cles.  The  firft  was,  that  the  two  crowns  Jhould  remain  in 
pojfejjlon  of  what  they  have  conquered  one  from  the  ether . 
The  fecond  imported  that,  the  fituation  in  which  they  Jhail 
Jtand  at  certain  periods ,  fall  he  the  pofition  to  ferve  as  a 
hafts  for  the  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated  between  the 
two  powers. 

As  France  was  known  to  have  had  the  worft  in  the  war, 
a  propofition  of  Jiatu  quo ,  coming  from  her,  muft  have  ap¬ 
peared  an  inftance  of  moderation,  altogether  iurprizing  to 
our  minifters.  It  is  certain,  that  had  peace  been  concluded 
at  that  inftant,  and  upon  the  foie  foundation  of  this  article, 
England  would  then  have  poifelfed  all  the  conqucfts  fhe  had 
made,  every  one  of  which  was  in  a  very  high  degree  advan¬ 
tageous  to  her  commerce  and  her  power,  and  none  of  which 
could  be  confidered  as  a  fubjecl  of  future  difeuftion.  On 
the  other  hand,  France  continuing  in  poffeftion  of  the  places 
fhe  had  conquered,  would  have  acquired  no  advantage  that 
could  at  all  countervail  the  expence  of  keeping  them  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  (lie  would  be  expofed  to  endlefs  alter¬ 
cations,  and  would  afford  matter  of  the  higheft  jealoufy,  in¬ 
dignation,  and  difeontent,  even  to  her  neareft  allies.  This 
baffs  being  therefore  fettled,  although  it  was  evident,  that 
the  treaty  could  not  reft  upon  this  baffs  folely.  England 
had  certainly  a  great  fuperiority  in  the  negotiation,  and 
might  rationally  expefl  (when  they  fhould  come  to  talk  of 
reftitutions)  to  purchafe  the  evacuation  of  the  French  con- 
quefts  in  Germany,  at  a  much  fmaller  price  than  their  ap¬ 
parent  magnitude  might  feem  to  demand.  However  thefe 
were  ftiil  a  matter  of  fo  much  anxiety,  and  the  nature  of 
the  precife  ftipulations  were  ftiil  fo  uncertain,  that  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  though  it  proceeded  with  ftrong  appearance  of  a 
defire  for  peace,  met  with  very  frequent  checks  and  delays. 
Both  parties  were  indeed  unanimous  in  the  article  of  uti 
pojfidetis ;  than  which,  it  muft  be  admitted,  there  could  not 
be  a  better  ground  to  treat  upon.  But  as  the  war  ftiil  conti¬ 
nued^  and  vvhilft  it  continued  might  make  a  daily  alteration 
in  the  fortune  of  the  contrafling  powers,  it  was  neceffary 
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to  fix  upon  fome  epochas  to  which  this  poflefTory  article 
fhould  refer. 

I  he  French  on  this  head  propofed,  that  the  fituation  in 
which  they  Jhall  Jiand  on  the  fir  ft  of  September  in  the  year 
1761  in  the  Eajl- Indies ,  on  the  firft  of  July  in  the  fame  year 
in  the  JVeJi- Indies  and  in  Africa ,  and  on  the  firft  of  May 
following  in  Europe ,  floould  be  the  pofition ,  which  Jhould 
ferve  as  a  bafis  to  the  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated  be¬ 
tween  the  two  powers .  They  added  further,  that  as  thefe 
epochas  might  feem  too  near  or  too  diftant  for  the  intereft 
of  Great  Britain,  they  were  extremely  willing  to  enter  into 
a  negotiation  upon  that  objedl. 

The  Englifh  miniftry  received  this  propofition  with  lefs 
fatisfadlion  than  its  apparent  fairnefs  deferved.  They  en¬ 
tirely  rejedled  the  French  epochas ;  and  declared  that  they 
could  not  admit,  without  prejudice  to  themfelves,  any  other 
epochas  than  thofe  which  have  reference  to  the  day  of  fign- 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace .  Had  this  refolution  been  ftridtly 
adhered  to,  it  was  evident  that  the  negotiation  was  that 
moment  at  an  end.  For  though  what  was  aflerted  in  the 
French  memorial  in  reply  to  this  declaration,  ( that  the  bafis 
of  the  propofition  of  uti  poffidetis  was  necejfarily  connected 
tvith  the  particular  epochas  propofed)  is  by  no  means  to  be 
admitted  ;  it  is  on  the  other  hand  not  eafy  to  deny  the  va-. 
lidity  of  their  fubfequent  aflertion,  cc  that  if  not  thefe,  at 
leaft  fome  certain  periods  during  the  war  ought  to  be  fixed  j 
and  that  the  uti  pojfidetis  could  not  reafonably  have  reference 
only  to  the  time  of  figning  the  treaty  of  peace.”  For  if  the 
contrary  principle  was  once  admitted,  it  would  become 
difficult  to  know,  or  even  with  probability  to  guefs,  at  the 
nature  or  the  value  of  the  pofleffions  which  by  fuch  an  ar¬ 
ticle  fhould  be  mutually  given  away.  And  if  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties  occurred  in  the  fimplicity  of  a  poflefTory  article,  they 
muft  be  increafed  tenfold  upon  every  other,  and  muft  come 
to  fuch  an  height  as  to  preclude  all  poffibility  of  negotiation 
on  things  of  fo  intricate  a  nature  as  exchanges  and  equiva¬ 
lents.  The  French  in  their  memorial  infilled  fo  ftrongly 
on  the  propriety  of  eftablifhing  thefe  periods,  that  they 
threatened  to  recal  the  whole  propofition  if  they  were  not 
agreed  to. 

It  muft  doubtlefs  appear  at  firft  view  furprizing  to  fee 
France,  whole  adlual  fituation  was  very  indifferent,  con¬ 
tending  for  a  near  period,  and  England,  whofe  affairs  were 
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at  that  time  apparently  in  a  profperous  fituation,  poftponing 
the  uti  pojfidetis  to  one  more  remote.  But  the  truth  is,  that 
in  that  particular  neither  party  confulted  their  prefent  con¬ 
dition.  They  a&ed  wholly  on  forefight.  For  though  the 
Englifh,  on  the  25th  of  March,  when  this  propofition  was 
made,  were  carrying  on  the  fiege  of  Caffel,  and  the  other 
ftrong  places  in  Heffe,  and  the  enemy  had  110  army  in  that 
country  to  oppofe  them,  it  was  notwithftanding  evident  that 
from  the  how  progrefs  of  thofe  fieges,  and  from  the  alacrity 
of  marfhal  Broglio  in  collecting  his  troops,  they  muft  be 
fiiortly  obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprize  ;  it  was  evident 
that  France  muft  be  reinftated  in  the  abfolute  poffeflion  of 
her  former  conquefts  long  before  the  epocha  of  the  firft  of 
May,  the  period  which  they  fixed  for  Europe.  Both  courts 
were  fully  apprized  of  this.  It  was  therefore  the  intereft 
of  France  to  offer  and  of  England  to  reject  this  near  period  ; 
cfpecially  as  the  fate  of  the  defign  on  the  coaft  of  France 
was  then  depending,  and  our  adminiftration  feemed  to  have 
conceived  no  mean  hopes  of  its  fuccefs,  and  no  fmall  opini¬ 
on  of  its  importance  in  the  negotiation. 

The  fleet  employed  in  this  expedition  failed  from  Spit- 
head  on  the  29th  of  March,  and  it  was  foon  difcovered  that 
Belleifle  was  the  object. 

Belleifle,  the  largeft  of  all  the  European  iflands  belonging 
to  the  French  King,  is  between  12  and  13  leagues  in  cir¬ 
cumference. 

The  ifland  originally  belonged  to  the  earl  of  Cornouaille, 
but  has  been  fince  vielded  to  the  king  :  it  contains  only  one 
little  city,  called  Le  Palais,  three  country  towns,  103  vil¬ 
lages,  and  about  5000  inhabitants, 

The  town  of  Palais  takes  its  name  from  a  caftle,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  duke  de  Belleifle,  in  its  neighbourhood,  which  is 
now  converted  into  a  citadel,  which  is  a  regular  and  ftrong 
fortification,  fronting  the  fea,  compofed  principally  of  horn- 
work,  and  is  provided  with  two  dry  ditches,  the  one  next  the 
counterfcarp,  and  the  other  fo  contrived  as  to  fecure  the  in¬ 
terior  fortifications.  This  citadel  is  divided  from  the  largeft 
part  of  the  town  by  an  inlet  of  the  fea,  over  which  there 
is  a  bridge  of  communication  ;  from  the  other  part  of  the 
town  ;  and  which  is  moft  inhabited,  it  is  only  divided  by 
its  own  fortifications,  and  a  glacis.  There  are  three  no¬ 
minal  harbours  in  this  ifland,  Palais,  Sauzon  and  Goulfard  ; 
•every  one  of  which  labours  under  focae  capital  defe&5  either 
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In  being  expofed,  (hallow,  or  dangerous  at  the  entrance. 

'I  he  only  branch  of  trade  carried  on  here  is  the  curing 

pilchards, 

from  this  date  of  the  ifland,  poor  in  itfelf,  capable  of 
little  improvement,  and  fo  ill  circumftanced  in  point  of  har¬ 
bours,  a  fort  of  a  diflike  to  the  expedition  began  to  arife. 
Several  did  not  fee  of  what  confiderable  fervice  fuch  a  con- 
queft  could  be  of  to  England  in  time  of  peace,  or  of  what 
prejudice  to  the  enemy  in  time  of  war.  They  forefaw  that 
it  could  not  be  taken  without  confiderable  lofs,  or  kept 
without  conftderable  expence  ;  and  on  the  whole  they  ap¬ 
prehended  that  when  exchanges  came  to  be  made,  France 
would  lay  no  great  ftrefs  upon  it.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
urged,  that  though  the  harbours  were  bad,  yet  fmall  priva¬ 
teers  might  iflue  from  thence,  greatly  to  the  moleftation  of 
the  French  coafting  trade ;  and  that  the  fleet  of  England 
might  ride  between  it  and  the  continent  in  a  well  protected 
road.  They  imagined  the  pofTeffion  of  this  ifland,  if  not 
of  great  detriment  tq  the  intereft  of  France,  would  be  a 
grievous  wound  to  her  pride  ;  and  that  thofe  circumftances 
which  had '’formerly  induced  her  to  expend  money  on  the 
fortifications  there,  and  on  the  apprehenfion  of  an  invaflon 
to  fill  them  with  a  powerful  garrifon,  would  likewife  per- 
fuade  her  to  fet  a  value  on  the  p}ace  when  it  came  to  be 
efi mated  in  the  treaty. 

Whilft  they  reafoned  in  this  manner  in  England,  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  commodore  Keppel,  and  the 
land  forces  under  general  Hodgfon,  arrived  before  Belleifle 
on  the  7th  of  April,  and  on  the  8th  agreed  to  attempt  a 
landing  on  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  ifland  in  a  fandy  bay  near 
Lochmaria  point,  Here  the  enemy  were  in  pofTeffion  of  a 
little  fort ;  they  had  moreover  entrenched  themfelves  on 
an  hill  exceffively  fteep,  and  the  foot  of  which  was  fcraped 
away.  The  attempt  was  made  in  three  places  with  great 
refolution  :  a  few  grenadiers  got  on  fhore,  and  formed  them¬ 
felves  "  but  as  they  were  not  fupported,  they  were  for  the 
greater  part  made  prifoners.  The  reft  of  the  army,  after 
fever al  very  brave  and  repeated  efforts,  being  wholly  unable 
to  force  the  enemies  lines,  or  make  good  their  landing,  were 
obliged  to  retire  with  lofs  ;  what  added  to  the  difafter  was, 
that  feveral  of  the  flat  bottomed  veffels  were  deftroyed  or 
damaged  in  an  hard  gale  which  followed  on  our  retiring 
from  "the  (hore.  This  made  the  profped  of  any  future  at- 
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emDt  more  unpleafing  even  than  the  hr  ft.  In  this  attack 
f,e  f0ft  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  near  five  hundred 

"Neither  commanders  nor  foldierswere  however  difpirit- 
ed  by  this  mortifying  repulfe.  They  refolved,  if  poffible, 
not  to  return  without  effea,  and  then  determined  diligently 
to  fearch  the  whole  coaft,  in  order  to  find  a  place  more  fa¬ 
vourable  for  another  attack.  The  view  indeed  was  not  en¬ 
couraging.  The  ifland  is  naturally  a  fortification ;  and 
what  nature  had  left  undone  to  make  it  fuch,  had  been 

amply  fupplied  by  art.  #  .  c  , 

It  was  along  time  after  this  firft  failure  before  the  wea¬ 
ther  would  give  our  commanders  an  opportunity  ofafecond 
trial ;  however  they  perfifted  with  the  .utmoft  fteadmefs, 
and  found  at  length  a  convenient  fituation.  Not  that  it 
was  a  part  of  the  coaft  lefs  ftrong  than  the  reft ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  built  their  principal  hopes  on  the  exce  ivc 
ftqepnefs  and  difficulty  of  the  rocks,  which  had  rendered 
the  enemy  rather  lefs  attentive  on  this  quarter.  This  ar^ 
duous  attempt  was  made  at  a  bold  rocky  fhore,  near^  the 
above-mentioned  point  of  Lockmaria.  Befides  the  princi* 
pie  attack,  two  feints  were  made  at  the  dime  time  to  diftradl 
the  enemy,  whilft  the  men  of  war  directed  their  fiie  with 
great  judgment  and  eftedt  on  the  hills.  Thefe  manoeuvres 
p-ave  brigadier  general  Lambert  with  an  handiul  of  men, 
an  opportunity  of  climbing  up  a  very  fteep  rock,  without 
moleftation.  This  little  body  having  thus  profperoufly 
rained  the  top  of  the  hill,  formed  themfelves  in 
good  order,  and  without  delay.  They  were  lin-  April  2,5* 
mediately  attacked  by  three  hundred  of  the 
French,  but  they  maintained  their  advantage  with  refo* 
lution  until  the  whole  corps  of  brigadier  Lambert,  which 
now  had  afeended  in  the  fame  manner,  arrived  to  their 
affiftance,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  (a) 

The 


(a  )  Letters  from  Major  Gen .  Hodgfon,  and  the  Hon .  Coommodort 
Keppel,  to  the  Secretaries  oj  State >  relative  to  their  expedition 
a  pain  ft  the  lflundof  Bellcifle. 

l  On  hoard  the  Valiant ,  off 

^  ^  J  Belleijle  April  12,  1 761. 

Have  tVe  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefly’s  fleet  under 

the  command  of  Com.  Keppel,  and  tye  tranfports 

*  ~  Majelty  s 


1 


374  ?be  History  of  the  Wak.  1761. 

t  he  landing  of  all  the  forces  was  made  good  in  a  fhort 
time  after.  1  he  lofs  in  this  daring  and  fuccefsful  at- 
tempt*  was  inconhderable.  In  one  or  two  places  the  ene- 

my 


JVTjefty  s  forces  on  board,  came  to  an  anchor  in  this  road  on 
Tvefday,  the  7th  ind.  about  twelve  o'clock.  Soon  after  their  ar¬ 
rival,  I  went  with  the  Commodore  to  take  a  view  of  the  coaft  ; 
ana  we  agreed  at  our  return,  that  the  port  of  St.  Andro  appeared 
to  us  to  be  the  bed  place  to  make  a  defcent;  and  it  was  fettled, 
that  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope ,  with  fome  of  his  Majedy’s  fliips,  and 
the  tranfports,  with  Stuart  s  and  Gray* s  battalions  and  marines  on 
board,  fhould  make  a  feint  at  Sauzon,  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
made  a  real  attack  at  St.  Andro.  Then  it  was  too  late  in  the  day 
to  do  more  than  give  the  neceifary  orders  for  the  troops  dedined 
to  land  ffrd,  to  be  ready  to  embark  early  in  the  morning  in  the 
Hat  bottomed  boats.,  that  1  might  attempt  a  landing  as  foonas  the 
ill ips  had  filenced  a  four  gun-battery,  which  commanded  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  bay.  This  was  foon  done  by  the  Achilles,  after  die 
took  her  dation.  No  time  was  then  lod  to  go  in  with  the  boats, 
with  the  grenadiers,  and  the  regiments  ordered  for  this  fervice. 
But  when  we  entered  the  bay,  we  found  the  enemy  fo  flrongly  in¬ 
trenched  on  each  fide  of  the  hill,  which  was  excedively  deep,  and 
the  foot  of  it  fcraped  away,  that  it  was  impodible  to  get  up  to 
the  bread  work.  After  feveral  unfuccesfui  efforts,  feeing  it  was 
impracticable  to  force  the  enemy  from  their  lines,  1  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  defid.  Maj.  Gen.  Crawford  and  Brig.  Carle  ton  exerted 
themfelves  as  much  as  poffible  on  the  occafion :  the  latter  is 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  but  in  a  good  way  of  doing  well.  The 
lofs  we  differed  in  our  retreat  was  very  inconfiderable,  as  the  fire 
of  the  ffiips  covered  it.  The  weather  has  been  fobad  ever  lince 
the  8th,  that  1  have  not  been  able  to  get  returns  from  the  fe¬ 
veral  corps,  fo  I  cannot  afcertain  our  lofs;  but  I  believe  there  are 
near  500  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners.  I  fhall  defire  Mr. 
Keppel  to  go  along  [with  me  to  reconnoitre  the  idand  once 
more,  and  if  we  can  difoover  any  part  whereon  an  attempt  can 
be  made  with  the  lead  probability  of  fuccefs,  we  diall  make  a  fe- 
cond  trial.  I  cannot  help  obferving  to  you,  that  the  whole  id¬ 
and  is  a  fortification ;  and  that  the  little  nature  had  left  undone, 
to  make  it  fucli,  has  been  amply  fupplied  by  art;  the  enemy 
having  been  at  work  upon  it  ever  fince  Sir  Edward  Haw  he  ap¬ 
peared  before  it  lad  winter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  the  greateft  harmony  has 
fubfided  between  the  two  fervices ;  and  I  lhould  not  do  juftice  tp 
the  coimmndcj  and  officers  of  his  Majefly’s  deet,  if  I  did  not  at 
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ny  feemed  difpofed  to  make  Tome  fland  ;  but  the  body  of 
light  horfe,  which  was  embarked  in  this  expedition,  foon 
drove  them  to  the  town,  and  laid  all  quite  open  to  the  in- 
.  trenchments 


;he  fame  time  I  inform  you,  that  they  have  affifted  me  to  the  utmoft 
af  my  wifhes  in  carrying  on  the  operations,  purfuant  to  his  Ma- 
refty’s  inftrudlions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be>  & c. 

SHEDHOLM  HODGSON. 

C  Valiant  in  the  great  road  of 

^  {  Belle'tfie ,  April  13,  1761. 

t  Had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  29th  of  March ,  when 
*  I  left  Spit  head.  It  was  from  that  time  to  the  6th  in  ft.  before 
the  wind  came  to  the  weftward,  to  enable  the  fleet  to  fleer  in 
with  the  coafl  of  France  ;  and  that  evening  I  detached  fix  frigates, 
in  hopes  they  might  in  the  night  get  fo  flationed,  as  to  cut  oft 
the  enemy’s  communication  with  the  main  land.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  fleet  palled  the  fouth  end  of  Belleijle,  clofe along  the  fliore ; 
and  at  one  of  the  bays  by  Point  Lomaria ,  the  General  and  myfelf 
thought  a  defcent  might  be  tried  :  but  as  the  wind  was  foutherly, 
it  could  not  poflibly  be  attempted  at  that  time.  At  twelve 
o’clock  the  whole  fleet  anchored  in  the  great  road  ;  when  imme¬ 
diately  I  went  with  Gen.  Hodgfon  to  the  northern  part  of  the  ifl- 
and,  to  be  as  well  informed  of  the  flrength  of  the  enemy  s  works 
there  as  the  time  would  admit ;  and  while  we  were  upon  this  ne- 
celTary  fervice,  the  fhips  of  war  in  the  road  were  preparing  the 
flat  boats  for  the  reception  of  the  troops ;  but  by  the  time  we 
got  back,  it  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  make  any  trial. 

The  8th  the  wind  north-eafterly,  the  boats  being  ready  for 
the  reception  of  the  troops,  the  fignal  was  made  very  early  in  the 
morning  for  them  to  aflemble  at  the  rendezvous ;  and  three lhips, 
with  two  bomb-veflels,  were  ordered  to  proceed  round  the  point 
of  Lo7nariat  at  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  ifland,  and  attack  the  fort 
and  other  works  in  the  Sandy  Bay  round  the  before-mentioned 
point,  the  place  the  General  and  myfelf  had  agreed  to  have 
attacked, 

Capt.  Barrington ,  in  the  Achilles,  got  placed  firft,  and  foon 
filenced  the  fire  from  the  fort  and  from  the  ihore;  and  then,  as 
he  was  direfted,  made  the  fignal  of  his  having  done  fo  ;  when 
the  troQps  in  the  boats  were  pulhed  to  the  landing,  with  great 
brilknefs  and  fpirited  behaviour,  at  three  different  places  near  to 
each  other,  by  Capt,  Barton ,  whom  I  ordered  to  command  the 

boats 
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trenchments  before  it.  The  great  difficulty  now  confin¬ 
ed  in  bringing  forward  the  cannon,  which  were  firft  to  be 
dragged  up  the  rocks,  and  afterwards,  for  two  leagues, 

along 


"boats.  But  the  difficulty  of  getting  footing,  and  the  enemy  be¬ 
ing  ftrongly  intrenched  on  the  heights,  and  in  the  little  fort,  the 
troops  foon  met  with  fuch  a  repulfe,  that  it  became  necelfary,  as 
well  as  prudent,  to  defift  from  the  attempt  for  the  prefent,  and 
retire  with  the  flat  boats ;  in  which  they  were  well  covered  by 
the  Ihips  and  bombs. 

One  of  the  flat  boats  landed  fixty  of  Erskine' s  grenadiers,  who 
got  up  a  very  difficult  place  to  the  top  of  the  hills  ;  where  they 
formed  with  great  fkill,  but  were  fo  immediately  routed  by  a 
much  more  numerous  body  of  the  enemy,  that  all  attempts  to 
fuccour  them  wras  ineffectual,  any  further  than  the  boats  bringing 
from  the  rocks  about  twenty  of  them. 

While  all  this  was  tranfaCting,  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope ,  with  four 
fhips  of  war,  the  battalions  of  Grafs  and  Stuart*  s,  with  500  ma¬ 
rines  in  tranfports,  were  oppofite  Sauzon ,  at  the  northern  part  of 
the  ifland.  thefe  troops  were  embarked  in  the  boats,  if  poflible 
to  divert  the  enemy  from  tbs  principal  objeCl. 

A  gale  of  wind  coming  on  very  quick  after  the  retiring  from 
the  fhore,  has  occalioned  fo  much  damage  among  the  tranfports, 
by  the  lofs  of  anchors  and  flat  boats,  that  it  takes  up  a  very 
conliderable  time  to  put  things  in  away  to  attempt  what  further 
may  be  thought  practicable.  The  lofs  of  flat  boats  in  the  gale 
is  twenty-two,  which  will  render  the  force  of  landing  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  what  it  was  firft  attempted  with. 

While  the  repairing  and  adjufting  of  thefe  defeCts  are  in  hand, 
I  hope  fome  fpot  may  be  agreed  upon,  where  we  may  be  more 
fuccefsful  in  the  attempt,  than  we  were  on  the  8th;  but  if  not  fo, 
I  hope  his  Majefly  will  believe  I  have  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  the  exerting  the  force  intrufled  to  me,  in  a  manner  moft 

conducive  to  the  honour  of  his  arms. 

I  ba.<ve  the  honour  to  hey  & c. 

A.  KEPPEL, 


S  I  R, 


£  BelhiJle,four  o'*  Clock  in  the 
£  morning,  April  23,  1762*. 


AS  I  have  juft  had  a  note  from  Com.  Keppel ,  to  inform,  me, 
that  a  frigate  will  fail  this  day  for  England ,  I  have  onh 
time  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefly  s  troops  under  my  com¬ 
mand.  landed  yefterday  at  five.  The  enemy’s  attention  was  *0 

diflraCted 
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alonp-  a  very  rugged  and  broken  road.  This  neccfTarily  took 
up  feme  time.  However  the  fiege  was  commenced  with 
vigour :  and  the  garrifon,  commanded  by  the  chevalier  de 

St.  ^roix. 


didrafted  with  our  attempts  of  landing  at  different  places, 
where  there  was  the  lead  appearance  of  our  being  able  tofucceed, 
that  it  gave  Brig.  Lambert  an  opportunit  y  of  climbing  up  a  rock: 
with  a  corps  I  had  left  with  him  for  that  ptirpofe,  if  practicable. 
The  difficulty  of  mount  ing  had  made  the  enemy  lead  attentive  to 
that  part.  Beauclerk's  grenadiers,  with  their  captain,  Patter  Lon,  got 
up  before  they  faw  what  was  intended.  They  immediately  march¬ 
ed  a  body  of  300  men  to  attack  him.  The  grenadiers  maintained 
their  ground  till  the  red  of  Brig.  Lambert's  got  up.  We  took 
three  brafs  field-pieces,  and  fome  wounded  prifoners.  It  is  im- 
podible  for  me  Efficiently  to  commend  Mr.  Lambert's  conduct 
and  gallant  behaviour  on  the  occaiion  ;  and  take  the  libeity  to 
beg  you  will  permit  me  to  requed  you  will  recommend  him  to  the 
King,  as  an  officer  deferving  his  rriaiedy’s  favour.  Capt.  Pat  t  erf  on 
has  lod  his  arm.  1  believe  our  lots  is  not  above  tinny  killed.  I 
am  afraid  you  will  not  be  able  to  read  this  fcrawl,  as  1  w  rite  it  in 
the  held,  the  troops  being  on  their  march, 

1  am,  & ct 

S.  HODGSON. 

C  Valiant ,  in  the  Great-Road  of 

S  *  l  Belifijle ,  April  23,  1761. 

T  Had  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  letter  by  the  Aeloen  frigate,  in 
1  which  I  gave  you  but  little  hopes.  Since  which  time  the 
General  and  I  having  conddered,  that  by  attempting  a  place 
where  the  mounting  the  rocks  was  jud  poilible,  and  where  the 
enemy  were  no  otherwife  prepared,  from  the  impracticable  ap¬ 
pearance  it  had  to  them,  than  by  a  corps  of  troops  to  annoy 
the  boats  in  the  attempt,  that  it  carried  fome  degree  of  hopes 
with  it ;  and  by  making  a  difpofition  for  the  attack  of  their 
intrenched  bays,  and  at  Sauzon  at  the  fame  time,  which  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  tranfports  with  the  light  horfe  enabled  me  to  do, 
we  might,  poflibly  gain  a  footing;  1  have  now  the  greated  plea- 
fure  in  acquainting  you,  that  his  Majedy’s  troops  have  made 
good  a  landing  on  the  rocks  near  Point  l  am  aria ;  and  cannot 
Efficiently  commend  the  fpirit  and  good  behaviour  of  the  troops 
in  the  attempt,  and.  the  judgment  with  which  Sir  Lhomas  Stan¬ 
hope,  and  the  red  of  the  captains  of  the  king’s  ihips,  directed  the 
fire  upon  the  hills. 

Capt. 


CL 
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St.  Croix,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  threatened  on 
their  fide  a  long  and  obftinate  defence.  Nothing  in  fadt 
was  deficient  on  either  part.  The  enemy  made  fome  Tallies  5 
one  of  them  with  confiderable  effect:.  Major  Gen.  Craw¬ 
ford  was  made  prifoner  on  this  occafion.  But  our  troops 
were  only  animated  by  thefe  checks.  A  furious  attack  was 
made  upon  the  enemies  lines  which  covered  the  town,  and 
they  were  carried  without  much  lofs  \  principally  by  the 
uncommon  intrepidity  of  a  company  of  marines  which  had 
been  but  newly  raifed.  No  adlion  of  greater  fpirit  and  gal¬ 
lantry  had  been  performed  during  the  whole  war. 

1  he  town  was  now  entirely  abandoned,  and  the  defence 
confined  to  the  citadel.  It  was  obvious,  that  as  our  fleet 
prevented  all  communication  with  the  continent,  and  there¬ 
by  cut  off  all  hopes  ol  relief,  the  place  muff  neceflarily  be 
reduced  ;  but  the  chevalier de  St.  Croix  was  refolved  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  own  honour,  when  he  could  not  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  th€  place  entrufted  to  him,  and,  fince  he  could 
not  maintain  it,  to  fell  it  as  dear  a  poffible.  Accordingly 
there  was  no  mention  of  yielding,  until  the  7th  of  June, 
when  there  was  no  longer  the  fiighteft  profpedtof  fuccour, 
and  the  place  was  by  no  means  fafely  tenable.  Then  he 
capitulated,  and  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  the  honours 
of  war.  , 

Thus  was  the  ifland  of  Belleifle  reduced  under  the  En¬ 
gl  i  fit  government,  after  a  defence  of  two  months.  In  this 
expedition  we  had  about  eighteen  hudred  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  lofs  moft  regretted  was,  that  of  Sir  William 
Peere  Williams,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  talents  and  ex¬ 
peditions,  and  who  had  made  a  diftinguifhed  figure  in  par¬ 
liament.  He  had  but  newly  entered  into  the  fervice.  He 
was  fhot  in  the  night,  by  having  carelefsly  approached  too 
near  a  centinel  of  the  enemy.  He  was  the  third  perfon  of 
family  whom  in  this  war,  the  love.of  enterprize  had  brought 
to  an  honourable  death  in  thefe  expeditions  to  the  coajfi  of 
France. 

Whatever 


Capt.  Barrington  having  been  employed  in  many  of  the  ope¬ 
rations  ot  Pus  fervice,  I  have  Cent  him  home  with  this  letter: 
and  beg.  Sir,  to  refer  you  to  him  for  the  particulars. 

/  have  the  honour  to  he,  tzf c* 

'  A.  KEPPEL. 


.  «...  vL 


t  *4. 


I 
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Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  have  been  en¬ 
tertained  concerning  the  value  of  this  conqueft,  or  the 
price  which  was  paid  for  it,  the  rejoicing  in  London  was 
great  and  fincere.  The  general  and  the  land  and  fea  offi¬ 
cers  employed  in  the  expedition  v/ere  the  fubjedf  of  very 
juft  applauie,  who  with  fo  noble  a  perfeverance  had  ftrug- 
gled  with,  and  had  overcome  fuch  great  difficulties,  and 
who  had  the  fpirit,  after  fuch  a  dilafter  on  their  outfet,  to 
renew  an  attack  under  circumftances  nearly  as  unfavourable 
as  thofe  by  which  they  had  been  at  firft  foiled.  The  city  of 
London  addreffed  the  King  on  the  occafion.  And  it  was 
generally  expedfed  that  this  new  proof  of  our  fupcriority 
muft  influence  the  negotiation  in  our  favour.  Some  how¬ 
ever  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  rather  exafperate  the 
French,  and  irritate  their  pride  to  renew  thefe  efforts  which 
their  misfortunes  had  flackened  when  they  faw  us  in  the 
midft  of  a  treaty  making  attempts,  and  carrying  places  in 
Old  France,  and  as  it  were,  in  the  prefence  of  that  haughty 
court.  However  as  there  was  nothing  done  that  was 
not  ftridlly  juftifiable,  no  complaint  was  made,  and  the 
treaty  proceeded,  to  all  appearance  with  as  much  good  hu¬ 
mour  as  before. 


CHAP.  IV, 

England  and  France  agree  to  treat  of  a  federate  peace .  Epo- 
chas  propofed  by  England.  Court  of  Vienna  agrees .  Ob¬ 
jects  of  the  negotiation.  Propofals  of  France  with  regard 
to  Europe ,  Afia^  Africa ,  and  America.  French  memorial 
concerning  Spain.  Indignation  of  the  Englijh  minijler . 
Englijh  anfwer  to  the  Fre?ich  memorial. 

TTmuft  be  obferved,  that  though  the  courts  of  London 
and  Verfaillcs  treated  feperately,  it  was  hitherto  by  no 
means  propofed,  that  this  feperate  difeuffion  fhould  leacl  to 
a  feperate  peace.  It  was  no  more  than  a  previous  arrange¬ 
ment  for  the  removal  of  thofe  difficulties,  which  might 
prevent  the  peace  of  France  with  England  from  being  uni¬ 
ted  with  the  general  peace  of  Europe.  But  in  proportion 
as  the  treaty  advanced,  it  became  obvious,  that  the  fettling 
of  any  terms,  which  had  no  reference  to  the  fignature  of 
Come  thing  obligatory  between  the  two  crowns,  could  at 
heft  be  only  void  and  illufory,  and  might  in  the  end  even 

Q,  ^  prove 
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prove  the  fource  of  dangerous  and  captious  altercations, 
rl  he  Englifh  minifter  therefore,  before  he  would  agree  to 
that  definitively  upon  any  point,  and  particularly  upon  the 
epochas,  infifted  upon  two  preliminary  conditions. 

bird,  that  every  thing,  which  fhould  be  happily  adjufted 
between  the  two  crowns  in-  relation  to  their  particular  war, 
fhall  be  made  obligatory,  final,  and  conclufive,  indepen^ 
dent  of  the  fate  of  the  negotiation  of  Augfburg, 

Secondly,  that  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  or  preliminary  articles  to  that 
end,  fhall  be  figned  and  ratified  between  the  date  of  that 
memorial  and  the  firft  of  the  following  Auguft. 

If  thefe  conditions  were  accepted,  then  England  on  her 
part  confented  to  name  determinate  epochas,  to  v/hich  the 
uti  poffidetis  fhould  refer  ;  the  firft  of  July  for  Europe  ;  the 
firft  of  September  for  Africa  and  America  ;  and  the  firft 
of  November  for  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  French  miniftry 
without  contefting  the  epochas  themfelves,  complained  of 
the  Conditions  ;  of  the  firft,  hecaufe  they  faid  it  departed 
from  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  memorial  of  the  26th  of 
March,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  whole  treaty;  of 
the  fecond,  on  account  of  the  extreme  fhortnefs  of  the 
time  allotted  for  the  difcnffion  of  fome  difficult  and  momen¬ 
tous  points  ;  and  the  adjuftment  of  matters  v/hich  regarded 
a  war  extended  over  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  ;  for  the 
memorial  which  contained  thofe  conditions,  was  dated  on 
the  17th,  and  was  not  received  at  Paris  until  the  end  of 
June,  fo  that  little  more  than  a  month  was  left  to  obtain 
the  confent  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  a  feperate  treaty,  to 
fettle  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  and  finally,  to  ratify  it. 

If  a  very  uncommon  good  underftanding  had  not  fubfift- 
ed  between  her  imperial  Majefty  and  the  king  of  France, 
it  in u ft  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  received  this  con¬ 
fent.  But  in  fadl  it  was  immediately  received,  and  upon 
one  very  fhort  and  apparently  reafonable  condition,  “  That 
nothing  might  be  ftipulated  to  the  prejudice  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,”  But  when  this  condition  came  to  be  explain¬ 
ed,  as  we  fhall  fee  prefently,  it  was  fo  far  from  faciliating, 
that  it  created  new  obftacles  to  the  peace.  However,  this 
acquiefcence  of  the  principal  of  her  allies,  enabled  France 
to  accept  of  the  firft  condition  without  relerve  ;  and  to  the 
la  ft  flic  verbally,  though  not  in  the  ejeareft  terms,  agreed 
ajfo. 

:  Tilings 


* 
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Things  feemed  for  the  prefent  in  the  beft  fituatbn, 

which  in  this  ftage  of  the  treaty  could  be  Tf 

bafis  of  the  negotiation  was  folidiy  eftablifhed.  1  he  ai  ti 
uti  Metis,  fince  the  taking  Beileiile,  was  a  matter  of  lefs 
difficulty,  and  the  epochas  were  in  general  fettled  in  f 
a  manner,  as  to  coincide  with  the  defigns  and  defires  of  both 
parties.  The  treaty  was  confined  to  the  two  powers,  and 
it  was  to  be  perfeftly  definitive  as  to  them.  A  time  for 
concluding  it,  was  alfo  in  a  great  metfure  fettled  ;  a  cir- 
cutnftance,  which  if  it  did  not  admit  fufficient  leifure  for 
accurate  difeuflion,  cut  off  however  the  opportunities  of 
chicane,  and  feemed  to  be  the  moll  fuitable  to  a  candid 

proceeding,  and  a  fincere  defire  of  peace. 

^  The  foundation  being  thus  laid,  the  fuperftruaure  was 
the  next  confideration.  This  fuperftruaure  confifted  in 
the  adiuftment  of  thofe  compenfations  which  were  to  be 
made  for  the  reciprocal  conquefts  (and  here  the  difficulty 
lav)  of  the  two  powers ;  a  punailio  of  honour  might  have 
intervened  at  the  very  firft  fetting  out,  extremely  pernici¬ 
ous  to  the  falutary  work  in  hand  ;  from  which  party  the 
firft  propofition  fhould  proceed  ?  But  in  this  refpecL  F ranee 
gave  way,  and  that  concefiion  afforded  no  inconlideiable 

proof  of  her  pacific  intentions. 

We  muft  apprize  the  reader  that -we  do  not  mean  to 

enter  exadlly  into  the  whole  detail  of  this  negotiation,  n o*. 
undertake  precifely  to  defenbe  all  the  turns  that  were  taken 
in  it.  This,  we  imagine,  would  prove  a  tedious  and  un¬ 
acceptable  performance.  We  {hall  attach  ourfelves  to  the 
capital  objects  which  were  contended  for  in  this  game  of 
policy  :  We  {hall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  matters  which 
firft  obftru&ed,  and  then  finally  broke  off  the  treaty  ;  and 
we  {hall  reft  on  thefe  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  feems  to 
us  fitted:  for  marking  out  the  true  fpirit  of  the  negotiating 
powers.  Our  own  obfervations  fhall  be  very  fparingly 
interpofed.  We  are  hiftorians,  and  not  advocates. 

The  uti  pojftdetis  being  fettled  as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty, 
nothing  could  reafonably  be  claimed  by  either  party,  that 
was  not  to  be  counterpojfed  by  fome  equivalent  from  the 
other  and  confequently  it  was  necqffary  to  adjuft  and  va¬ 
lue  their  feveral  poffefiions,  pretenhons  and  demands. 
There  were  fix  principal  objects  in  this  negotiation.  Firft, 
the  limits  of  the  two  crowns  in  North  America.  Secondly, 

the  conquefts  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Weft-Indics,  (toge¬ 
ther 
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ther  with  the  Neutral  Hands  there.)  Thirdly,  our  con- 

3ie A? 1Ca  'u  lndia‘  Fourth!V’  the  adjuftment  of 
Oermn  PT  uf'r  bftWeen  the  Englifh  and  French  in 

w?^’n  lfti!  y’  th<l  condua  whk'h  the  two  crowns 

"  e  J  hold  with  regard  to  their  refpe&ive  allies  in  Ger¬ 
many.  And  lailly,  the  reflitution  of  the  captures  made  bv 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  war. 

pn  the  firft  of  thefe  articles,  France  propofed  to  cede 
an  guaranty  all  Canada  to  England  ;  llipulatinp  only  that 
the  free  and  publick  exercifes  of  the  Roman  Catholic^  reli¬ 
gion  fhould  be  permitted  under  the  Englifh  government 
and  that  thofe  of  the  old  French  colonifts  who  chofe  to  re¬ 
tire  might  have  leave  to  tranfport  themfelves  from  thence 
and  -take  away  or  difpofe  of  their  effects.  In  compenfation 
tor  this,  tiie y  required  a  confirmation  of  the  privilege  of 
what  filhing  they  enjoyed  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland 
under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  3  and  that  this  fifhery  mio-ht 
e  carried  on  with  advantage,  they  likewife  required  the 
reftitution  of  the  ifle  of  Cape  Breton,  excluding  themfelves 

m  return  eredting  on  that  ifland  any  kind°of  fortifica¬ 
tion  whatfoever. 

The  affairs  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  make  the  fecond 
capital  obj edf ,  they  propofed  to  fettle  in  this  manner. 
*  key  offered  to  exchange  Minorca  for  Guadaloupe  and 
Mari  gal  ante  3  and  as  to  the  four  Neutral  Iflands,  they  in¬ 
filled  that  two  of  them,  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent,  were 
held  by  their  natural  inhabitants  the  Carribees,  under  the 
protection  of  France,  and  that  they  ought  ftill  to  remain  in 
the  fame  condition.  With  regard  to  the  two  others,  they 
propofed  to  make  a  fair  divifion  3  that  St.  Lucia  fhould  re¬ 
main  to  France,  and  that  England  fhould  enter  into  polfef- 

fjon  of  TobaS°*  °n  this  head  it  is  fufficient  to  cbferve, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  fome  people,  our  miniftry  did  not* 
in  this  treaty,  fet  the  juft  value  on  the  acquifition  they  had 
made  3  when  they  looked  upon  Canada  as  the  great  and 
leading  obje&,  and  only  confidered  Guadaloupe  and  Mari- 
galante  in  a  fecondary  and  fubordinate  light.  This  is  a 
queftion'of  difficulty,  and  has  been  much  agitated.  Thofe 
who  dread  a  frefh  American  war  from  the  ambition  of 
France,  and  v/ere  ftruck  with  the  idea  of  extended  empire, 
preferred  the  former  conqueft  3  thofe  who  folely  conflder- 
ed  our  intereft  as  a  commercial  people,  were  generally  in 


favour  of  the  latter* 


Or* 
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On  the  fide  of  Africa,  France  fatisfted  herfelf  with  de¬ 
manding  either  the  fettlement  at  Senega],  or  the  ifle  of 
Goree:  for  which  (together  with  the  reftoration  of  Belle- 
ifle)  they  confented  to  evacuate  Gottingen,  Heffe  and  Ha- 
nau,  and  to  draw  off  their  army  to  the  Maine  and  the 
Rhine.  This  was  certainly  a  full  equivalent.  But  with 
regard  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  they  had  no  tolerable  equivalent 
to  offer.  They  expatiated  much  in  their  memorial  upon 
the  difadvantages  which  muff  arife  to  the  companies  of  the 
two  nations,  from  their  entertaining  views  of  conqueff,  fo 
contrary  to  the  true  fpirit,  and  the  real  intereft  of  thefe 
trading  eftablifhments  ;  and  they  concluded  by  propofing 
the  treaty,  formerly  fettled  between  the  fieurs  Godcheau 
and  Saunders,  as  a  bafis  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace 
in  Afia.  It  muff  be  remarked,  that  this  treaty  had  been 
concluded  at  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  France  in  the  Eaffc 
Indies  made  a  figure  very  different  from  their  prefent  fitu- 
ation  ;  and  therefore  it  Teemed  unfair  to  make  this  treaty  a 
ftandard  under  circumftances  altogether  inapplicable. 

The  war,  which  has  been  fo  long,  with  fo  much  blood- 
fhed  and  fo  fruitlefsly  carried  on  in  Weftphalia,  the  French 
ftrenuoufly  contended,  was  from  the  time  of  (what  they 
called)  the  breach  of  the  capitulation  of  Clofter-Seven,  a 
war  purely  Englifh  ;  and  therefore  that  their  conquefts  in 
that  part  of  Germany,  formed  a  proper  compenfation  for 
the  Englifh  conquefts  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  world. 
Our  minifters  did  not  attempt  formally  to  refute  this  affer- 
tion  ;  they  rather  feemed  to  admit  it ;  and  they  agreed  ac¬ 
cordingly  to  receive  the  evacuation  of  thefe  places  as  ati 
equivalent  for  ceftions  to  be  made  on  the  footing  we  have 
already  mentioned.  On  this  point  there  was  little  diffi¬ 
culty. 

T.  he  intricate  and  knotty  part  was  on  what  we  have  fta- 
ted  as  the  fifth  objedf  ;  the  conduct  of  the  two  crowns  with 
regard  to  their  allies.  Here  was  a  real,  a  capital  difficulty. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  negotiation,  England  had  de¬ 
clared  that  they  would  inviolably  preferve  their  faith  to  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  and  would  a £1  ftrenuoufly  in  his  fupport. 
I  his  picqued  the  French  minifters  ;  who,  in  their  turn* 
thought  themfelves  bound  to  make  a  declaration  equally 
ftrong  in  favour  of  the  emprefs  ;  and  they  had,  moreover, 
recently  conditioned  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  admit 
nothing  in  the  treaty  to  her  difadvantage ;  words  of  great 

latitude. 
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latitude.  However,  in  this  difficulty,  they  found  out  a 
folution,  which  it  muft  be  confeffed,  had  a  very  fair  and 
captivating  appearance.  They  propofed  that  both  armies 
in  Germany  fhould  obferve  an  exadl  neutrality  ;  and  fhould 
be  reciprocally  bound  to  afford  no  fort  of  affiftance,  nor  to 
give  no  fort  of  offence  to  the  allies  of  either  of  the  parties* 
And  they  propofed  further,  that  as  armies  in  this  ftate  of 
inert  neutrality  muft  be  a  dead  and  ufelefs  expence  to  the 
power  who  maintains  them,  the  French  king,  from  the 
time  his  Britannic  majefty  recalled  the  Englilh  forces  from 
Germany,  would  caufe  double  the  number  of  French  for¬ 
ces  from  the  armies  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine  to  re¬ 
turn  into  France  \  and  that  no  French  troops  fhould  remain 
in  Germany  but  in  proportion  to  thofe  which  the  king  of 
England  fhould  keep  in  his  pay.  It  might  certainly  be 
urged  in  confirmation  of  the  propriety  of  this  offer,  that  in 
reality  thefe  armies,  whilft  they  continued  in  adtion,  though 
they  worried  each  other  abundantly,  afforded  no  kind  of  af¬ 
fiftance  to  their  allies,  and  therefore,  when  they  came  mu¬ 
tually  to  entertain  pacific  fentiments  concerning  their  own 
particular  quarrel,  and  were  to  give  an  example  of  modera¬ 
tion  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  there  feemed  to  be  no  reafon 
why  they  fhould  make  efforts  in  favour  of  any  ally  which 
they  had  not  made,  or  been  able  to  make  in  the  hotteft 
time  of  hoftili ty. 

The  laft  article  had  its  difficulties  alfo.  The  French 
infifted,  as  a  point  from  which  they  were  refolved  never 
to  recede,  upon  the  reftitution  of  the  captures  made  before 
the  declaration  of  war.  This  demand,  they  were  of  opini¬ 
on,  was  grounded  on  the  cleared  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  moftexprefs  ftipulation  of  treaties.  With¬ 
out  entering  into  thefe  various  arguments  with  which  this 
pofttion  might  be  maintained  and  attacked,  it  appeared  to 
many  that  the  honour  of  both  nations  was  aJmoft  equally 
concerned,  the  one  to  claim,  the  other  as  refolutely  to  re- 
fufe  this  reftitution. 

On  the  whole,  thefe  propofals,  which  the  French  fent 
to  London  in  a  memorial  of  the  15th  of  July,  formed,  tho 
in  fome  refpe6fs  undoubtedly  exceptionable,  a  very  agree¬ 
able  plan  for  a  treaty  of  peace.  A  better  could  not  have 
been  expe&ed  in  the  firft  projeft  of  an  enemy,  and  it  might 
be  hoped,  that  a  negotiation  thus  favourably  begun,  could 
not  fail  of  adiufting  eafily  whatever  appeared  wrong,  or 

fupplying 
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fupplying  whatever  was  defedtive  in  this  firft  draught  ot 
the  proportions.  But  fatally  for  the  repofe  of  mankind,  in 
the  very  inftant  that  this  fair  propofal  was  made,  at  the  ve- 
rv  moment  when  thefe  ftrong  demonftrations  were  given, 
an  atff  was  dene  which  blew  up  at  one  explofion,  the  whole 
bafis  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  long  and  carefully  laying, 
fcatte.red  the  materials  which  had  been  fo  induftrioufly  col- 
ledfed,  and  fo  cautioufly  arranged,  and  inftead  of  extin- 
guifhing,  fpread  the  flames  of  war  more  widely,  and  made 
them  rage  with  new  fury.  From  this  time  forward  all  the 
tranfadhon  was  full  of  animofity,  refentmcnt  and  miftruff. 
The  reader  has  been  apprized  of  the  meafures  which 
France  had  been  invariably  purfuing  at  the  court  ol  Ma¬ 
drid,  and  the  arguments  fhe  employed  to  infufe  a  jealoufy 
into  that  court.  Hitherto  however,  there  was  no  appear¬ 
ance  that  thefe  meafures  had  any  effedt ;  but  to  the  infinite 
furprize  and  indignation  of  the  Britilh  minifter,  together 
with  the  memorial  which  contained  the  above  recited  pro- 
poftions,  Mr.  Buffy,  the  French  agent,  delivered  a  private 
memorial,  fgnifying,  that  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  peace 
upon  folid  foundations,  not  to  be  fhalcen  by  the  contefled 
interefts  of  a  third  power,  the  king  of  Spain  might  be  in¬ 
vited  to  accede  to  guaranty  the  treaty,  and  that  to  prevent 
the  differences  which  fubfifted  between  Great  Britain  and 
this  monarchy  from  being  a  means  of  producing  a  frefh  war 
in  Europe,  with  the  confent  and  communication  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  majefty,  he  propofes,  that  in  this  negotiation,  the 
three  points,  which  had  been  difputed  between  the  crowns 
of  England  and  Spain,  might  be  finally  fettled.  Firft,  the 
reftitution  of  fome  captures  made  upon  the  Spanifh  flag. 
Secondly,  the  privilege  of  the  Spanifh  nation  to  fifh  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland.  Thirdlv,  the  demolition  of  the 
'Englifh  fettlements  made  on  the  spanifh  territories  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras. 

It  may  be  eafily  imagined,  from  the  charadler  of  the 
then  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  what  manner  he  received  thefe 
propofals  :  he  rejedbed  with  the  utmoft  fcorn,  the  offer  of 
segotiating,  through  an  enemy  humbled,  and  almoft  at  his 
feet,  the  difputes  of  his  nation,  with  a  power  adlually  in 
friendfhip  with  us.  He  called  upon  the  Spanifh  minifter  to 
difavow  the  propofitions,  which  had  been  faid  to  be  made 
with  the  knowledge  of  his  court.  He  returned  as  wholly 
inadmiffible  this  offenftye  memorial  3  declaring,  that  it  would 
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be  looked  upon  as  an  affront  to  the  dignity  of  his  mailer, 
an  incompatible  with  the  fmcerity  of  the  negotiation,  to 
imivc  any  further  mention  of  fuch  a  circumilance. 

.  n.^  nov^  be  prepared,  without  delay,  an  anfwer  to  the 
principal  memorial,  in  a  flile  rather  didated  by  the  circum- 
itan^es  wnich  accompanied  that  paper,  and  which  fuffici- 
endy  indicated  the  defigns  of  France,  than  what  the  pro- 
poiitions  themfelves  ltridlly  deferved.  Indeed,  as  he  had 
by  this  time  conceived  an  incurable  fufpicion  of  the  fince- 
rity  of  France  in  the  whole  proceeding,  it  would  not  have 
been  piudent  to  have  made  thofe  advances,  which  on  a 
fuppofition  of  good  faith  and  pacific  intentions,  might  poffi- 
biy  have  been  advifeable  5  for  though  both  pov/ers  had  over 
and  over  declared,  that  their  refpedlive  propofitions,  if  the 
treaty  fhould  by  any  accident  be  broken  off,  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  retraced  or  never  made;  yet  it  is  certain,  that 
things  once  fettled  and  agreed  to,  unavoidably  flamp  their 

own  imprefiion  upon  any  future  negotiation,  relative  to  the 

fame  fubjedl. 

Air.  Pitt  s  anfwer,  which  is  dated  on  the  29th  of  July, 
agrees  to  the  reflitution  of  Guadaloupe,  Marigalante  and 
Lelleifle,  on  the  compenfations  propofed  by  France.  It 
agrees  alfo  to  receive  Canada,  but  without  any  new  limits 
or  any  exception  whatfoever  ;  and  it  adds  to  the  French 
offer  ot  all  Canada,  “  its  appurtenances.”  It  admits  the 
propofal  of  the  partition  of  the  Neutral  Illands.  It  rejedls 
the  French  demand  of  Cape  Breton,  or  of  any  other  ifland 
in  the  gulph  or  river  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  or  of  any  power  of 
iifhing  in  that  river,  in  that  gulph,  or  on  thofe  coafls  ;  and 
it  allows  the  privilege  of  fifhingon  the  banks  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  only  on  confideration  of  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk. 
But  the  propofed  reflitution  either  of  Senegal  or  Goree,  is 
'utterly  refufed.  The  German  neutrality  is  rejected  with 
difdain  ;  and  it  is  declared  that  Great  Britain  is  unalterably 
refolved  to  fupport  the  king  of  Pruffia  with  efficacy  and 
good  faith.  In  addition  to  the  offer  made  to  evacuate  Heffe, 
&c.  it  is  infilled  that  the  French  {hall  make  a  general  eva¬ 
cuation  of  all  her  conquers  in  Weflphalia,  and  all  its  coun¬ 
tries,  including  its  conquefls  from  the  king  of  Pruffia  on 
the  Rhine,  though  France  had  before  declared,  that  they 
were  conquered  for  the  queen  of  Hungary,  that  they  were 
actually  governed  in  her  name,  and  that  fhe  could  not,  con¬ 
fidently  with  good  faith,  agree  to  deliver  them  to  the  king 
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fcf  Pruilia.  The  treaty  between  Saunders  and  Godcheau 
was  not  admitted  as  a  proper  bafts  for  a  treaty  relative  to 
the  Eaft  Indies.  But  it  was  agreed,  that  the  two  compa¬ 
nies  Ihould  negotiate  concerning  their  refpective  intercfts, 
as  the  king  of  Great  Britain  could  not  difpofe  of  the  rights 
of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  company  without  their  confent. 
As  to  the  reftitution  of  the  captures  before  the  war, ‘this 
was  moft  positively  refufed. 

In  this  period  we  leave  the  negotiation  to  follow  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  armies  in  Germany.  It  is  certain,  that  the  dif- 
pofttions  of  the  two  courts  grew  daily  more  unfavourable  : 
their  confidence  in  each  other,  and  their  mutual  good-will 
wore  away  ;  and  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  this  negotiation, 
if  it  broke  off  in  an  unfatisfadtory  manner,  mufi:  leave  im- 
prelfions  on  the  minds  of  the  two  nations  of  fuch  a  nature, 
as  might  caufe  them  to  wilh  they  had  never  engaged 
in  it. 

•  CHAP.  V. 


Motions  of  the  French  and  allied  armies .  General  Sporcken 
attacked.  French  pafs  the  DymeL  Skirmijhes.  Pofiti - 

en  of  prince  Ferdinand.  ‘Junction  of  Broglio  and  Sou - 
life.  Battle  of  Kirch  Den  hern.  French  defeated.  French 
threaten  Hanover .  Prince  Henry  cf  Brunfwick  killed. 

Faking  of  Dorjlen.  Various  movements  of  the  armies . 
Definition  of  Schartsf elts-cafile .  Prince  Xavier  of  Sax¬ 
ony  takes  JVolfenbuttle ,  and  invefis  Brunfwick.  Detach¬ 
ments  from  prince  Soubife  take  and  abandon  E  mb  den. 
'Attempt  on  Bremen.  Sufferings  of  Lower  JVefiphalia. 

ALthough  the  great  purpofe  of  the  early  and  ftrenuous 
effort  made  by  the  allies  was  not  fuily  anfwered,  it 
neverthelefs  produced,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  a  very 
confiderable  and  ufeful  efFedl.  The  deftrudtion  of  the 
French  magazines  retarded  their  operations  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  month  of  June  was  (pent 
before  their  armies  found  themfelves  in  a  condition  to  adf. 
But  as  foon  as  they  had  taken  proper  meafures  for  their  fub- 
ftflence,  the  prince  of  Soubife  caufed  his  troops  to  pafs  th# 
Rhine,  and  to  advance  on  the  fide  of  Munfter,  not  far 
from  which  city  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick  was 
polled  to  oppofe  him.  Marfhal  Broglio  affembled  the  for- 
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ces  under  nis  command  at  Cafiel,  and  moved  towards  the 
Dymel,  in  order  to  effect  a  junction  with  the  body  under 
the  prince  of  Soubife.  '1  hey  made  no  doubt  that  their  con¬ 
joining  fhength  would,  foon  attain  a  decided  fuperiority  over 
tne  allies,  who  had  ended  their  late  enterprize  with  a  lofs 
which  was  considerable,  and  which  in  their  ctrcumdances, 
^liey  could  not  well  bear,  nor  eafily  fupply. 

f  hele  hopes  were  fupported  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  fird  en¬ 
counter.  General  Sporcken  with  a  ftron'g  detachment  had 
been  polled  in  an  advantageous  fituation  on  the  Dymel,  and* 
m  the  front  of  the  allied  army.  On  the  approach  of  Mar¬ 
shal  Brogiio,  he  attempted  to  retire  with  all  that  expedition 
which,  his  inferiority  made  ncceflary.  But  the 
June  29.  French  came  upon  him  with  fuch  rapidity,  that 
they  overtook  and  attacked  his  rear,  which  ivas- 
indantly  routed  ;  they  took  800  prisoners,  19  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  400  horfes,  and  upwards  of  170  waggons.  The  fame 
day  they  palled  the  Dymel  and  whild  prince  Ferdinand, 
chfcouraged  by  this  check,  fell  back  to  the  Lippe, 
July  2..  they  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Warburg,  Drin- 
gleburg,  and  Paderborn. 

1  he  allies,  however,  foon  recovered  their  fpirits  ;  and 
the  main  body  of  their  army  being  well  fecured,  they  fent 
out  feveral  detachments.  Their  fmall  bodies  were  conduc¬ 
ed  by  General  Luckner,  and  other  able  partizans,  who  un¬ 
dertook  feveral  bold  and  very  diftant  enterprizes,  attacked 
the  enemy  where  they  were  lead  upon  their  guard,  routed 
their  convoys,  dedroyed  feveral  of  their  magazines,  carri¬ 
ages  and  horles,  and  carried  off  their  prey  even  from  the 
gates  of  Caffel.  I  hefe  lively  aSlions  feemed  a  prelude  to 
fome  more  important  and  decifive  attempt. 

T  he  brench  became  fen  table  that  a  droke  of  fome  im¬ 
portance  was  expeCed  from  the  greatnefs  of  their  force,, 
and  that  it  was  not  for  the  credit  of  their  arms  only,  but. 
for  their  fecurity  from  the  minute,  but  continual  and  galling 
attempts  of  parties  from  the  allied  army. 

For  fome  time  prince  Ferdinand  had  been  poded  to  the 
fouth  of  the  Lippe,  between  Ham  and  Lipdadt.  This  po¬ 
tation  lie  took,  in  all  probability,  becaufe  M.  Brogiio  had* 
by  occupying  the  places  on  the  Dymel,  got  between  him 
and  IFmover.  Therefore  he  judged  it  expedient  for  him 
in  his  turn  to  get  between,  the  prince  de  Soubife  and  the 
Rhine.  In  this  fituation,  if  the  enemy  attempted  any 
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movement  towards  the  king’s  dominions,  he  was  ready  to 
fall  dire&iy  on  the  places  they  occupied  by  that  river, 
which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  were  full  as  impor¬ 
tant  to  them  as  the  Hanoverian  territory  was  to  us.  I  hus 
whilif  he  feemed  to  retire  from  that  territory,  and  in  a 
manner  to  abandon  it,  he  in  reality  provided  with  the 
greater  efFedf  for  its  fecurity. 

Marfhal  Broglio,  when  he  had  refolved  on  the  attack  of 
the  allied  army,  united  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  prince  ae 
Soubife,  at  a  place  called  Soeft,  between  Lipftadt  and  Ham, 
On  the  other  hand,  as  foon  as  the  general  of  the  allies  was 
apprized  of  their  intention  he  pofted  his  army  in  a  very 
ftrong  and  advantageous  manner. 

The  river  Aeft  runs  for  a  confiderable  way,  almoft  paral¬ 
lel  to  the  Lippe,  from  which  it  is  not  diftant  in  fome  pla¬ 
ces,  much  more  than  half  a  mile.  The  high  road  from 
Lipftadt,  to  Ham  paftes  between  thefe  rivers  ;  and  it  was  of 
the  utmoft  moment  to  prince  Ferdinand  to  fecure  that  im¬ 
portant  communication  bv  which,  alone  he  could  hope  an 
advantageous  retreat,  or  in  any  degree  propofe  to  command 
the  adjacent  country.  With  a  view  therefore  to  protedf 
that  communication,  he  eftablifhed  his  left  wing  on  the 
Ifthmus  between  the  rivers.  T  he  left  extremity  of  that 
wing  under  General  Wutgenau,  leaning  to  the  Lippe,  by 
which  it  was  perfectly  fecured,  as  the  right  was  fupported 
by  the  village  of  Kirch  Denkern,  fituated  immediately  on 
the  Aeft.  The  marquis  of  Granby  commanded  in  that 
wing,  with  the  afliftance  of  lieutenant  general  Howard  and 
the  prince  of  Anhalt,  who  were  pofted  towards  the  above- 
mentioned  village. 

At  that  village  another  river  called  the  Saltzbach,  fmall, 
but  very  deep,  joins  the  Aeft  almoft  in  a  right  angle.  Be¬ 
hind  this  river  on  a  confiderable  eminence  was  placed  the 
centre  commanded  by  general  Conway ;  and  on  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  fame  eminence,  the  right  wing,  under  the 
hereditary  prince,  ftretched  out  towards  the  village  of 
Werle,  and  it  was  well  defended  on  the  flank  by  rugged, 
bufhy,  and  almoft  impracticable  ground.  Nothing  could 
be  more  advantageous  than  this  difpofition  of  the  army,  by 
which  the  whole  centre  and  right  wing  were  covered  in 
front  by  the  river,  and  the  left  fupported  by  rivers  on  both 
its  flanks.  In  the  left  indeed  was  the  ftr^ngth  and  flower 
of  the  army;  the  count  of  Lippe  had  placed  alfo  in  this 
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y-'Uig,  the  greateft  part  of  the  artillery,  as  he  knew  that  it 
ccfended  the  moft  important  fituation,  was  the  moft  expo- 
icd  in  fiont,  and  confequently  would  be  the  object  of  the 
enemy's  moft  conhderable  efforts. 

He  was  not  miftaken  in  his  conjecture.  On  the  15th  of 
July,  in  the  evening,  a  very  furious  attack  was  made  on 
lord  Granby’s  pofts,  which  was  fuftained  for  a  long  time 
with  all  the  intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  which  Britifh  troops 
always  exert,  and  which  that  gallant  officer  knows 
fo  well  how  to  infpire.  The  difpofition  we  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  was  not  then  compleated  ;  fo  that  they  had  the 
whole  torrent  of  that  impetuofity,  which  diftinguifhes  the 
h  rench  in  their  frit  attacks,  to  refill:  for  fome  hours,  until 
Wutgenau,  according  to  the  plan  originally  projected,  ar¬ 
rived  to  their  affiftance,  and  then  with  efforts  united  and 
redoubled  in  a  long  and  obftinate  combat,  which  continued 
tintill  it  was  quite  dark,  they  lepulfed  the  French  and  drove 
them  into  the  woods. 

By  the  next  morning,  the  difpofition  of  the  al- 
July  16.  lies  was  perfected  ;  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
French,  far  from  being  difmayed  by  their  misfor¬ 
tune,  were  preparing  for  a  more  general  and  better  fuffain- 
ed  attack  than  the  former.  M.  Broglio  commanded  againft 
our  left,  which,  as  on  the  preceeding  day,  was  the  princi¬ 
pal  objeCf  of  the  enemy.  The  prince  de  Soubife  led  their 
centre  on  their  left.  The  engagement  began  at  three  in 
the  morning,  and  it  was  a  fevere  and  continued  fire  for 
upwards  of  five  hours,  before  the  leaft  effeCf  could  be  per¬ 
ceived  on  either  lide.  The  weight  of  the  attack  this  day 
lay  on  Wutgenau’s  corps,  which  fupported  it  with  a  degree 
of  bravery,  that  rivaled  the  Hand  which  had  been  lately 
made  by  the  Britifh  forces.  But  about  nine,  the  prince 
difcovered  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  ercdt  batteries 
on  an  emminencc,  in  the  front  of  the  Marquis  of  Gran¬ 
by’s  camp,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  enclofe  within 
his  lines.  Senfible  of  the  preffing  neceffity  there  was  of 
preventing  the  enemy  from  feizing  on  an  eminence,  from 
whence  they  might  cruelly  gall  his  army,  he  called  in  a  re¬ 
serve,  which  had  been  placed  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Lippe 
under  general  Sporcken.  Strengthened  by  this  fupply,  and 
encouraged  by  the  irrefolution  which  now  began  to  appear 
in  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  he  commanded  the  troops 
whr  h  were  neareft  at  hand  to  advance  upon  them. 

This 
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This  movement  was  decifive,  the  enemy  gave  way,  fell 
into  diforder,  and  retired  with  precipitation.  Their  centre 
and  left,  which  had  not  been  able  to  pafs  the  Saltzbach, 
after  a  long  and  effectual  cannonade,  retired  with  the  reft, 
and  covered  their  retreat  ;  fo  that  favour'd  by  this  circum- 
ftance,  and  the  clofenefs  of  the  country,  which  was  full  of 
hedges,  they  marched  off  in  tolerable  order,  and  were  pur- 
fued  but  a  little  way.  However,  their  lofs  was  conftdera- 
ble  :  the  Regiment  of  Rouge,  confifting  of  four  battalions, 
with  its  cannon  and  colours,  was  entirely  taken  by  the  hiw 
gle  battalion  of  Maxwell.  Their  whole  lofs  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  has  been  eftimated  at  5poo.  The 
allies  had  about  300  killed,  1000  wounded,  and  about  2CO 
prifoners.  This  action  was  the  climax  of  the  campaign  of 
j/6x  (a)j  in  Weftphalia  ;  it  did  the  greateft  honour  to  the 

wifdom 


fa J  prince  Ferdinand's  Letter  to  his  Majejly  frcm  the  Field  of  Bat¬ 
tle,  dated,  Kirch  Dene  kern,  fitly  16,  1761, 

J  Have  the  honour  to  congratulate  your  majefty  upon  a  very 
fignal  advantage,  which  your  majeftv  s  arms  have  this  dav 
gained.  It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  fet  down  every  particular  of 
this  glorious  day.  The  bearer  of  this,  an  officer  of  very  d  iff  in- 
guifhed  merit,  and  who  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  happy  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  day,  will  give  your  majefty  an  exadf  account  of 
I  have  the  honour  to  recommend  him  to  your  majefty 's  royal  fa¬ 
vour. 

FERDINAND,  D  uke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunebcurg . 
What  follows  is  the  Account  given  by  Major  Wedderbournc , 

0N  the  15th  of  July  the  French  attacked  the  light  troops  in 
the  front  of  Lord  Granby s  corps,  which  was  encamped  on 
the  heights  of  Kirch  Denckern.  His  Lordfhip  ordered  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  Cornwallis ,  Keith,  Campbell ,  and  Mars  berg,  to  the  left 
to  fupport  the  pofts.  There  was  an  uninterupted  fire  of  cannon 
and  fmall  arms,  till  nine  at  night,  when  it  ceafed,  without  any 
impreftion  having  been  made  by  the  enemy  upon  Lord  Granby  s 

In  the  morning  of  the  16th,  about  three  o’clock  the  canno¬ 
nading  began  very  brifkly  on  both  fides,  and  continued  till 
nine,  when  the  enemy  gave  way  in  great  diforder.  His  moll  fe~ 
jene  highnefs  the  Duke,  then  ordered  the  corps  of  the  prince  of 
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wifdom  of  the  accomplifhed  commander  in  the  difpofition, 
and  to  the  bravery  of  the  troops  in  the  combat ;  but  it  was 
far  from  decifive.  Notwithftanding  the  lofs  the  French 
fullered,  they  were  Hill  much  fuperior,  in  their  numbers. 
On  this  misfortune  the  old  ill  imderfianding  between  Sou- 
lb  ife  and  Broglio  broke  out  with  frefh  animofity.  Narratives, 
memorials,  and  replies,  conceived  with  great  bitternefs, 
•were  mutually  remitted  from  both  mar  dials  to  their  court. 
Marfhal  Broglio  alledged,  that  his  misfortune  was  owing  to 
the  prinqe  de  Soubife 's  delay,  who  did  not  begin  the  attack 
till  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  continue  ir  ;  the  prince  de 
Soubife,  on  the  other  hand,  fuggciled,  that  Broglio  began 
his  attack  earlier  than  the  time  that  had  been  fixed,  in 
hopes  of  forcing  the  allies  without  Soubife's  affiftance  ;  and 
v/hen  he  found  that  point  loft,  obliged  Soubife  to  retreat, 
that  he  might  not  have  the  honour  of  recovering  it. 

The  allies  after  this  battle  kept  their  ground  for  fome 
time,  whilft  the  French  retreated.  It  is  impoffible  regular¬ 
ly  to  account  for  all  the  unexpected  turns  which  have  hap¬ 
pened,  perhaps,  more  in  this  campaign,  than  in  any  of  the 
former.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  the  original  fuperiority 
of  the  French,  together  with  their  opportunity  of  con¬ 
tinual  reinforcement,  may  very  tolerably  explain  the  reafon 
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Anhalt,  Lord  Granby  and  Wutgenau ,  to  attack  them  on  their 
retreat ;  which  they  did  with  fo  much  vigour  that  the  enemy  ne¬ 
ver  attempted  to  form  before  them,  but  threw  down  their  arms 
and  ran  off  in  the  utmoft  diforder. 

When  major  Wedderbourn  came  away,  there  were  fix  colours 
already  taken,  eleven  or  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  ;  many  officers, 
amongft  whom  the  Comte  de  Rouge ,  and  great  part  of  the  regi¬ 
ments  of  De  Rouge ,  Dauphin ,  and  Provence,  to  the  amount  of 
3000  men. 

After  Having  purfued  them  about  a  league,  the  duke  ordered 
the  troops  to  form  upon  the  heights  of  Kirch  Denckern .  The  he¬ 
reditary  prince  wasftill  driving  the  enemy  on  their  left.  Prifon- 
ers  and  cannon,  were  coming  in  every  moment. 

It  was  laid,  that  the  Marfhal  due  de  Broglio  commanded  on  the 
right  of  the  French  army,  oppolite  to  the  prince  of  Anhalt ,  Lord 
Granby ,  and  Lieutenant  General  PP  utgenau,  where  his  ferenc 
hignnefs  was  in  perfon. 

Major  Wedderboum  adds,  that  this  great  victory  was  obtained 
with  fcarceany  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  allied  army. 
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of  the  advantages  which  they  fo  often  obtained  after  very 
confiderable  defeats.  This  is  a  point  which  it  is  neceffary 
the  reader  fhould  continually  keep  in  his  mind  during  the 
whole  narration  of  this  ftrange  war.  After  their  late  lofs 
and  retreat,  the  French  foon  advanced  again.  The  party 
under  the  prince  de  Soubife  palled  the  Lippe,  and  made 
difpofitions  for  the  fiege  of  Munfter,  whilft  marlhal  Bro- 
glio’s  army  turned  off  on  the  other  fide,  croffed  the  Weler, 
and  threatened  to  fall  in  upon  Hanover. 

This  divifion  of  the  enemy  compelled  prince  Ferdinand, 
though  little  in  a  condition  for  it,  to  divide  his  army  alfo. 
The  hereditary  prince  polled  himfelf  to  cover  Munfter  ; 
whilft  prince  Ferdinand  continued  in  the  country  towards 
the  Wefer,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  marlhal  Broglio. 

Whilft  thefe  various  pofitions  were  mutually  taken,  as 
the  armies  were  continually  moving  near  each  other,  a 
number  of  very  lharp  fkirmilhes  enfued.  Marlhal  Broglio 
cautioufly  avoided  a  battle  whenever  he  faw  that  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  by  calling  together  his  troops,  had  prepared 
for,  and  was  defirous  of  it ;  fo  that  there  was  no  way  left, 
but  if  polfible,  to  check  his  motions,  and  wear  down  his 
force,  by  reiterated  lefler  a&ions  (h).  Thefe  a&ions  were 

almoft 


£bj  Tr (inflation  of  Prince  Ferdinand’ s  Letter  to  the  Marquis  of 

Granby. 


“  My  Lord, 


Convent  at  Buhren ,  Augvfi  6,  1761. 


Think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lordlhip  how  much  I  ad¬ 
mire  the  valiant  and  brave  conduct  of  lord  Giorge  Lenox,  with 
the  picquets,  and  of  major  lfral/b,  with  his  battalions  of  grenadiers 
yefterday  in  the  attack  of  the  poll  and  village  of  Wfjten.  1  beg 
your  lordlhip  will  be  pie? fed  to  fignifyto  them  my  molt  grateful 
acknowledgements,  and  that  thefe  two  gentlemen  would  do  the 
fame  to  the  brave  troops  who  were  led  on  by  commanders  of  fuch 
dKftinguilhed  valour. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 


With  the  moft  ferfeft  refpeft, 


My  Lord  Id c„ 


y. 

*  vfcuh 

H 
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almoft  always  to  the  advantage  of  our  troops.  In  one  of 
them  however,  the  young  prince  Henry  of  Brunfwick  was 
mortally  wounded  ;  and  the  whole  army  faw 
July  20.  with  regret,  the  difappointment  of  fuch  great 
hopes  as  were  formed  from  the  rifing  gallantry 
of  a  prince,  who  fo  nobly  fupported  the  martial  fpirit  of  his- 
family,  and  had  fallen  whilft  he  was  emulating  the  heroic 
adlions  of  his  brother  the  hereditary  prince  and  his  uncle 
Ferdinand. 

On  the  fide  of  YYeftphalia,  the  prince  de  Soubile  perfe- 
vered,  notwithftanding  fome  checks,  in  his  defign  of  laying 
fiege  to  Munfter  ;  there  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
he  might  fucceed  in  that  enterprize,  as  it  was  always  in? 
marfhal  Broglio’s  power,  by  taking  fome  Heps  on  the  fide 
of  Hanover,  to  make  it  neceffary  to  draw  away  the  greats 
eft  part  of  the  force  deftined  to  the  fuccour  of  Munfter.  He 
therefore  began  to  make  the  previous  arrangements  at  Dor- 
ften.  The  hereditary  prince,  who  knew  that  he  was  con¬ 
tinually  liable  to  be  called  off,  took  the  firft  op- 
Aug.  30.  portunity  of  attacking  this  place.  A  battalion  of 
French  troops  formed  its  garrifon,  and  made  d 
brave  defence,  but  it  was  affaulfed  with  fo  much  refolution 
and  perfeverance,  that  they  were  obliged  to  furrender  pri- 
foners  of  war.  The  prince  totally  deftroyed  the  ovens 

which 


Copy  of  the  Marquis  of  Granby* s  Leter  to  Major  Waljh f  command* 
‘  ing  the  firfl  Battalion  of  Britijh  Grenadiers. 

Camp  at  Haarny  Augujl  7,  17  6s. 

“SIR, 

YOU  will  perceive,  by  the  copy  of  the  letter  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  to  enclofe  to  you,  how  much  h;s  Serene  Highnefs  ad¬ 
mired  your  behaviour,  and  that  of  the  jfirft  battalion  of 
grenadiers  under  your  command,  at  the  attack  of  the  poll  and 
village  of  Weften,  on  the  5  th.  '■ 

“  You  will,  therefore,  according  to  his  Serene  Highnefs’s  de¬ 
fire,  teflify  to  the  troops  his  extreme  approbation  of  their  diftin- 
guifhed  bravery  and  firmnefs,  and  likewife  my  thanks  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner. 

1  am%  with  the  greQtffl  regard ,  Sir ,  &c. 

GRANBY, 
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which  were  eftablifhed  here,  and  by  this  means  not  only 
fruftrated  their  defign  of  befieging  Munfter,  but  compelled 
them  for  a  time,  to  retire  from  the  Lippe. 

As  to  prince  Ferdinand,  he  faw  clearly,  that  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  marflial  Bropdio  were  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  his 
majefty’s,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick’s  territories.  To  at¬ 
tempt  to  follow  him,  and  to  beat  him  from  thence,  would 
only  be  irrecoverably  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  into  thofe 
countries,  and  wholly  to  abandon  Weftphalia  to  the  enemy. 
JDiverfion  therefore,  and  not  dired  oppofition,  became  his 
objed.  He  refolved,  that  as  often  as  he  perceived  marfhal 
Broglio  making  any  progrefs  on  the  fufpeded  quarter,  he 
fhould  throw  himfelf  as  far  into  HefTe  as  the  enemy  had  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  Hanover,  and  by  flopping-  their  fubfiftence, 
oblige  them  to  quit  their  enterprize.  This  plan  at  firft 
Succeeded  to  his  wifhes,  and  drew  back  marfhal  Broglio 
into  Heffe,  upon  whofe  approach  prince  Ferdinand  retired 
to  his  old  quarters  at  Paderborn,  and  ready  for  a 
new  movement  as  foon  as  Broglio  fhould  return  OdL  19. 
to  the  execution  of  his  former  defign. 

Accordingly  he  foon  returned  to  the  Wefer.  Then  the 
hereditary  prince,  who  had  by  this  time  re-joined  the  grand 
army,  advanced  into  Hefle,  and  pufhed  to  the  fartheft  ex¬ 
tremities  of  that  country,  even  as  far  as  Fritzlar;  but  tho’ 
he  fucceeded  fo  far  in  his  attempts  as  to  deftroy  all  the  lef- 
fer  magazines  which  he  found  in  the  open  country  ;  yet  as 
all  the  fortrefles  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  the 
garrifons  had  been  newly  reinforced  and  the  grand  maga¬ 
zines  were  well  fecured  in  thofe  places,  he  kept  his  ground 
in  his  advanced  pofition. 

It  was  on  this  occafion  principally  that  prince  Ferdinand 
found  the  difadvantage  of  not  being  able  to  form  two  ar¬ 
mies,  which  might  ad  feperately.  For  on  one  hand,  mar- 
ftial  Broglio,  when  he  had  perfedly  fecured  his  pofls  m 
Hefle,  took  a  fituation  in  which  he  watched  all  the  motions 
of  prince  Ferdinand,  and  kept  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  fall 
back  into  Hefle,  or  to  advance  into  Hanover,  as  might  beft 
agree  with  his  defigns.  From  hence  he  fent  out  fome  pow¬ 
erful  detachments  which  aded  with  great  effed.  One  of 
thefe  detachments  entered  the  Harts  Foreft  (the  remains 
of  the  great  Herc.ynian,  fo  famous  among  theantients)  and 
befieged  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Schartsfelts,  which  they  took 
^nd  demojiftaed.  Then  they  laid  the  whole  trad  of  country 
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under  fevere  contribution.  Another,  and  ftill  more  powerful 
detachment  under  prince  Xavier  of  Saxony  appeared  be¬ 
fore  Wolfenbuttle,  a  confiderable  city,  and 
OT.  5.  ftrongly  fituated,  as  it  is  wholly  furrounded  by 
the  Ocker.  But  the  French,  as  they  knew  that 
the  town  is  moftly  built  of  wood,  commenced  them  opera¬ 
tions  with  a  very  fierce  bombardment.  This  had  fucli  an 
effe&,  that  the  refinance  of  the  place  was  not  proportioned 
to  its  ftrength  ;  in  five  days  it  furrendered,  and  was  fubje£ts 
like  the  reft,  to  a  grievous  contribution. 

Flufhed  with  this  fuccefs,  the  French  followed  their 
blow,  and  advanced,  keeping  ftill  the  courfe  of  the  Ocker, 
to  Brunfvvick  ;  and  began  alfo  to  inveft  that  city.  The 
reigning  prince,  unable  to  protect  his  fubiedfs,  or  to  fecure 
his  perfon  in  his  dominions,  fied  to  Hamburgh,  where  he 
met  the  landgrave  of  HefTe,  whom  the  rage  of  war  had  in 
the  fame  manner  driven  from  his  territories.  This  free  ci¬ 
ty  now  became  a  place  of  general  refuge,  and  enriched  it¬ 
self  by  the  calamities,  as  it  had  in  better  times  done  by  the 
profperity  of  Germany.  It  v/as  lately  computed,  that  the 
ft  rangers  there  had  increafed  to  40,000,  amongft  whom 
they  could  reckon  two  fovereign  princes,  and  feveral  other 
perfons  of  the  firft  diftindlion. 

This  rapid  and  unrefifted  progrefs  of  the  French  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  was  to  thehigheft  degree  alarming. 
Prince  Ferdinand  with  al)  the  expedition  in  his  power,  de¬ 
tached  the  hereditary  prince  to  the  relief  of  Brunfwick. 
This  meafure  fortunately  faved  that  very  important  place. 
This  adtive  commander  compelled  the  enemy  not  only  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Brunfwick,  but  to  abandon  Wolfenbuttel, 
and  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  fome  of 
their  cannon,  and  upwards  of  1000  men. 

Whilft  Broglio?s  detac/hments  proceeded  thus  in  diftref- 
fing  the  country  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  the  prince 
of  Soubife,  who  by  the  removal  of  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Brunfwick  to  another  quarter,  faw  no  longer  any  thing  caT 
pable  of  oppofing  him,  fpread  his  army  by  detachments 
over  all  Weftphalia,  and  ravaged  it  in  the  moft  cruel  man¬ 
ner.  They  took  Ofnabrug  5  and  becaufe  the  contributions 
were  not  immediately  paid,  they  gave  up  the  place  to  be 
pillaged  by  their  troops,  who  rifle4  the  miferable  inhabitants 
without  mercy.  .Another  body  pufhed  as  far  as  Embden. 
This  important  town  was  immediately  furrendered  by  the 
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o-arrifon  (two  Englifh  companies  of  invalids)  at  the  defire 
of  the  timid  inhabitants,  and  the  promte  of  a  favourable 
treatment :  notwithftanding  this  capitulation,  ana  the  meqt 
of  fo  eafv  a  furrender,  the  town,  as  well  as  the  whole  coun¬ 
try  of  Eaft-Friefland,  was  laid  under  a  ruinous  contribu- 
on.  But  their  exorbitances  grew  to  fuch  an  extremity, 
that  the  boors  were  at  length  compelled  to  rife,  and  wiili 
fuch  arms  as  a  fudden  rage  fupplied  them,  to  drive  thcfe 

oppreffors  out  of  their  country,  . 

A  more  confiderable  carps  commanded  by  the  prince  dc 
Conde,  laid  fiege  to  Meppen,  a  place  on  the 
Ems,  of  fome  confluence,  and  where  we  had  Ocl.  13, 
tome  magazines.  In  three  days  it  was  reduced, 
and  the  garrifon  of  five  hundred  men  v/ere  made  prifoners 

of  war.  ' 

The  city  of  Bremen  was  defended  by  a  weak  garniom 
This  was  a  place  of  far  greater  moment  than  Meppen,  the 
allies  having  am  ailed  their  immenfe  magazines,  as  it  was  a 
great  and  trading  town,  advantageoufly  fituated  on  the  river 
Wefer ;  and  the  poffeflion  of  this  place  rnuft  undoubtedly 
have  oiven  to  the  French  the  command  of  that  river,  thro 
which  the  allies  derived  all  their  fubfiftence.  If  the  Fnglifh 
had  loft  Bremen,  they  muft  have  feen  themfelves  invefted 
and  locked  up  in  a  barren  counrry,  in  the  heart  of  Germa¬ 
ny,  furrounded  by  their  enemies,  and  deprived  of  every  re- 
fource.  Fortunately  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  proved  as 
brave  as  thofe  of  Embden  were  timid.  They  were  exafpe- 
rated  by  the  example  of  the  French  rigour,  which  they 
had  feen  on  every  fide  of  them.  They  therefore  joined  the 
garrifon,  inftead  of  difcouraging  them  in  the  defence  of  the 
place.  The  French  were  obliged  to  retire  precipitately ; 
and  a  ftrong  reinforcement  was  thrown  into  Bremen,  to  le- 
cure  that  very  important  city  from  the  like  enterprizes  for 
the  future. 

Whilft  the  two  French  armies  in  this  manner  ravaged  all 
the  country  held  by  the  allies,  prince  Ferdinand,  who  law  the 
rage  of  war  fpread  all  around  him,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs, 
kept  that  central  pofition  which  he  had  taken  foon  after  the 
battle  of  Kirch  Denkern  ;  no  movements  of  the  enemy 
could  terrify  or  allure  him  from  it.  He  had  fettled  his  head 
quarters  at  Buhne,  and  his  army  extended  from  thence  to¬ 
wards  Hammelen.  Ported  in  this  manner,  he  fccured  the 
CQurfe  of  the  Wefer,  by  preventing  the  enemy  from  making 
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?la^;e.rs-1 either  of  Hammelen  or  Minden  j  he  lav 
1]1w5e  Ration  in  which  it  was  poflible  to  place  a  fin- 

n?J’  was  t0  aga^ft  two;  and  knowing  that 
lijssould  not  foa low  their  movements  with  the  body°of  his 

A  fr.y  Wlt-fi°ut  hazarding  the  king’s  electoral  dominions* 

ant1  r6  ,d  ever>'  obJea  of  the  war,  he  contented  himfelf 
Wl®  lending  out  filch  detachments  as  he  could  fpare,  fuc- 
ceiffvely  to  the  relief  of  the  places  which  were  attacked.  He 
aw  tnat  the  winter  approached,  which  had  always  been  a 

Clmm.T1^anCe  !ay°urai?le  to  ;  and  it  was  evident  that 
Wxiihr  he  continued  with  his  main  body  immoveably  fixed  as 
it  was,  ana  his  detachments  adtive  on  eVery  fide,  it  was  irn- 
ponible  for  the  enemy  to  xeep  any  oi  thofe  places,  they  had 
leized  in  their  incurfions.  2 

C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Condition  of  the  King  of  Prujfia .  His  InaRlon.  Motions  of 
the  Ruffians  and  Laudohn.  Brefau  cannonaded .  Bottle - 
hen  removed.  Colherg  hefeged.  "  Ruffian  magazines  in 
Poland  aefli  oyed.  IK  an  transferred  to  Pomerania.  King 
cf  Prujfia  quits  his  firong  camp.  Schweidnitz  taken  by  a 
coup  de  main.  General  Platen  repulfed.  General  Knob - 
lock  made  pr  if  oner  at  Treptozv.  Prince  Wurtenbur <r  re¬ 
treats.  Colb  erg  taken ,  Ruffians  winter  in  Pomerania. 

UNTIL  this  year  the  operations  of  the  Pruflian  armies 
took  the  lead  in  intereft  and  importance  before  all  the 
other  events  of  the  war.  The  firmnefs  and  a&ivity  of  their 
illuftrious  monarch,  the  number  and  animofity  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  the  blows  that  he  gave,  and  thofe  that  he  fuffered, 
his  diftreffing  and  terrible  falls,  his  amazing  and  almoft 
miraculous  recoveries,  kept  all  eyes  fixed  on  his  motions,  as 
the  great  centre  of  public  attention.  Undoubtedly  nothing 
that  has  ever  been  adfed  on  the  fcene  of  human  affairs,  at¬ 
tracted  the  minds  of  men  to  it  with  greater  juftice;  none 
perhaps  afforded  at  once  more  entertainment  to  the  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  furnifhed  more  copious  materials  for  political 
and  military  inffrudtion  ;  and  probably,  therefore,  this  part 
of  all  our  modern  hiftory,  will  be  the  moft  carefully  ftudied 
by  pofterity,  when  it  comes  to  be  properly  known,  anAwor- 
thily  written.  ® 

To  judge  of  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  general 
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war,  it  will  be  proper  to  ;ecolle£I  that,  befides  a  number  oi 
fie^es  which  were  profecuted,  together  with  innumerable 
and  bloody  fkirmifhes,  no  lefs  than  nineteen  pitched  battles, 
or  capital  actions,  have  been  fought  on  his  part  fince  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1756,  when  the  king  of  Pruffia  firft  feized 
tipon  Saxony,  and  made  an  iruption  into  Bohemia.  In 
eleven  of  thefe  battles,  the  King  or  his  generals  were  de¬ 
feated.  He  was  victorious  only  in  eight.  T.  en  of  them 
were  fought  under  his  own  command  ;  and  feven  out  of  the 
eight  victories  which  were  gained,  were  obtained  by  him- 
felf  in  perfcn  ;  of  the  eleven  defeats,  he  was  prefent  only 
at  three. 

From  thefe  circumftances  fome  judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  a£Hve  and  enterprizing  character  of  this  monarch, 
and  of  the  amazing  refource  he  had  prepared,  or  formed, 
or  feized,  and  in  fome  inftances,  one  may  fay,  almoft  creat¬ 
ed.  We  have  obferved  that  the  laid  campaign  had  ended 
more  to  his  advantage  than  the  one  preceding  had  done  ; 
for  thofe  two  great  victories  of  Lignitz  and  Torgau,  with 
which  he  then  ended  his  operations,  had  not  only  refcued 
his  affairs  in  Silefia  and  Saxony  from  impending  deftruCtion, 
but  had  enlarged  his  field  for  recruiting,  and  prepared  him, 
to  all  appearance,  for  more  early  and  vigorous  action,  than 
could  have  been  expended  in  mold  of  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paigns.  But  every  one  was  furprized  to  obferve,  that  this 
year  he  had  totally  altered  the  fyfdem  of  his  condudd.  An 
inactivity  and  languor  was  diffufed  over  all  his  proceedings. 
He  feemed  to  have  adopted  the  caution  and  flownefs  which 
had  been  fo  long  oppofed  to  his  vivacity  by  M.  Daun.  The 
fummer  was  almofd  wholly  fpent,  and  the  King  of  Pruflia 
had  fcarcely  been  mentioned. 

it  was  not  fufpedded  that  the  propofed  negotiation  at 
Augfburg  could  have  had  much,  if  any  influence  upon  his 
method  of  proceeding.  No  particular  propofals  had  been 
made  concerning  his  affairs,  nor  indeed  any  other  marks  of 
a  pacific  difpofition  towards  him  fhewn,  except  what  were 
contained  in  thofe  general  declarations,  which  a  regard  to 
common  decency  had  exacted.  It  muff  have  added  to  the 
anxiety  of  his  fituation,  that  Great  Britain  and  France  were 
at  that  time  engaged  in  a  feparate  treaty,  in  which  the  latter 
power  was  in  a  condition  to  make  fo  many  flattering  offers 
in  relation  to  Germany,  that  he  might  well  have  dreaded 
the  withdrawing  of  that  affiftance  which  had  hitherto  been 

his 
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|iis  great  fupport  againft  all  attacks,  and  his  final  refource 
in  all  his  diftreffes.  Perhaps  he  was  well  allured,  that  the 
faith  of  Great  Britain  was  proof  againft  every  offer,  however 
alluring ;  in  fadl  it  proved  to  be  fo  ;  for  in  rejecting  the 
German  neutrality,  which  the  French  propofed  in  the  late 
negotiation,  our  country  afforded  as  convincing  a  proof  of 
an  unfhaken  public  faith,  as  any  people  had  ever  given  to 
their  allies. 

However,  whilft  this  point  remained  in  any  degree  of 
fufpence,  it  would  have  appeared  natural,  that  the  King  of 
Pruftla  Ihould  make  fome  uncommon  exertions  to  confirm 
fhe  faith  of  his  allies,  as  well  as  to  put  himfelf  upon  a  more 
refpedtable  footing  at  the  enduing  congrefs.  It  is,  notwith- 
ftanding  certain,  that  he  contented  himfelf  with  adding 
wholly  upon  the  defenfive  ;  a  condudl,  which  perhaps  his 
circumftances  had  rendered  abfolutely  unavoidable.  Prince 
Henry  commanded  an  army  in  Saxony,  which  intrenched 
itfelf  ftrongly  under  Leipfic.  M.  Daun  continued  near 
Drefden  ;  and  thefe  two  armies  did  no  more  than  watch 
each  other  during  the  campaign.  The  King  was  alfo  in¬ 
trenched  in  a  very  ftrong  pofition  in  Upper  Silefia,  not  fat* 
from  Schweidnitz,  whilft  the  fortreffes  in  the  lower  part  of 
that  country  were  filled  with  fuch  garrifons,  as  put  them 
eut  of  the  reach  of  any  fudden  infult. 

This  pofition  was  pointed  out  by  the  motions  and  appa¬ 
rent  defigns  of  his  enemies.  The  Ruffian  army  was  this 
year,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  divided  into  two  ftrong  bo¬ 
dies  ;  one  of  which,  led  by  Tottleben,  diredted  its  march 
tbwards  Pomerania  :  and  the  other  under  M.  Butterlin,  en¬ 
tered  into  the  upper  Silefia,  advancing  towards  Breflam 
Baron  Laudohn  entered  that  province  in  the  part  oppofite 
to  them,  and  they  propofed  to  unite  their  armies,  in  order 
to  attack  the  King,  or  to  take  Breflau  or  Schweidnitz  in  his 
prefence.  The  remarkable  drought  in  the  beginning  of  the 
leafon,  which  had  greatly  lowered  the  Oder,  facilitated  their 
junction.  The  Ruffians  fpread  themfelves  over  all  the  open 
country  of  Silefia  *,  and  exadted  heavy  contribu- 
Aug.  1.  tions.  A  body  of  them  appeared  before  Brefiau, 
and  began  to  cannonade  the  town  from  feven  bat¬ 
teries.  Laudohn  exerted  the  whole  of  his  fkill  to  draw  the 
king  from  his  poft,  and  to  engage  him  in  a  difadvantageous 
adtion.  Sometimes  he  advanced,  as  if  he  meant  to  join  the 
Ruffians  :  fometimes  his  motions  indicated  a  defign  on  Sch^ 
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weidnitz;  thefe  attempts  failing,  he  turned  off  and  made  a 
feint  as  if  he  propofed  to  fall  upon  the  Lower  Silcfia,  in 
hopes  that  he  migffit  at  lead:  oblige  the  King  of  Pruffia  to 
detach  and  divide  his  forces  ;  but  the  King  continued  im¬ 
moveable  in  his  poft. 

Whilfl  thefe  various  movements  were  making  with  little 
effedb,  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  the  other  grand  divifion  of  the 
Ruffians  advanced  without  oppofitiqn  into  Pomerania  ;  and 
it  was  expended  that  their  proceedings  would  be  attenaea 
with  greater  effedb  fince  the  removal  of  Tottleben,  and  the 
appointment  of  general  Romanzow  to  the  command.  Fot- 
tleben  had  been  long  fufpedled,  and,  it  is  faid,  at  length 
convidled,  of  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  King  or 
Pruffia.  The  fituation  of  this  Monarch  obliged  him  to 
fight  with  every  fort  of  weapon  ;  and  Tottleben,  a  foldier 
of  fortune,  without  any  national  attachment  or  particular 
allegiance,  was  a  fit  objedt  for  the  King  of  Pruffia  s  pecu¬ 
niary  ftratagems.  He  did  not  fucceed  fowell  in  the  attempts 
of  the  fame  kind  which  he  is  faid  to  have  made  upon  Lau- 
dohn.  Every  circumftance  concurred  to  render  the  method 
of  corruption  lefs  fuccefsful  in  that  quarter. 

Colberg,  regularly  befieged,  orclofely  ftreightened  every 
campaign,  fince  the  Ruffians  made  them  felves  matters  of  the 
kingdom  of  Pruffia,  was  now  affiiulted  with  greater  and  more 
determined  force  than  ever.  A  ftrong  fleet  confiding  or 
forty  fail  of  all  kinds,  blockaded  it  by  fea,  whilfl:  the  army  ot 
general  Romanzow  formed  the  fiege  by  land.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  place  threatened  a  defence  worthy  ot  its  former 
efforts.  This  city  was  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  of 
greater  ffrength  than  it  had  commonly  been  reprefcnted  ; 
every  attempt  of  the  Ruffians,  by  demonftrating  where 
any  weaknefs  lay,  taught  the  Pruffians,  who  were  fully 
fenfible  of  its  importance,  in  what  part  and  in  what  mau¬ 
ler  it  was  neceflary  to  add  to  its  works  ;  and  they  had 
omitted  no  opportunity.  In  addition  to  this  defence,  the 
Prince  ofWurtenburg  was  ftrongly  intrenched  under  the 
cannon  of  the  town,  with  a  body  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand 
men. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  extremely  alarmed  at  the 
danger  of  this  momentous  pofl,  the  key  of  his  dominions 
to  the  north,  from  the  relief  of  which  he  was  removed, 
and,  as  it  were,  chained  down,  at  fuch  an  immenfe  dif- 
tance.  Though  Laudohn  and  Butterlin  found  abundant 
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employment  for  his  forces,  he  refolved  to  fend  a  confider- 
^ble  detachment  under  general  Platen  to  the  affiftance  of 
Col  berg.  The  fertility  of  his  genius  propofed  two  ends 
from  this  fingle  expedient.  He  ordered  Platen  to  dir6<Sb  his 
inarch  through  Poland,  and  to  deftroy  the  Ruffian  maga¬ 
zines,  which  had  been  amafied  on  the  frontiers  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  and  from  which  their  army  in  Silefia  drew  its  whols 
fubfiftence.  This  fervice,  might,  he  hoped,  be  performed 
without  any  confiderable  interruption  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
detachment  towards  Colberg.  The  event  was  entirely 
anfwerable  to  his  wifhes.  General  Platen  ruined  three 
principal  magazines  of  the  enemy.  He  attacked  a  great 
convoy  of  their  waggons  ;  deftroyed  500,  and  burned  or 
difperfed  the  provifions  they  carried.  Four  thoufand  men 
who  protected  this  convoy,  were,  for  the  greater  part,  killed 
or  made  prifoners.  General  Platen,  after  this  ufeful  and 
brilliant  exploit*  purfued  his  march  with  the  utmoft  dili¬ 
gence  to  Pomerania* 

Intelligence  of  this  blow  was  no  fooner  received  by  the 
Ruffians  in  Silefia,  than  they  were  ftruck  with  the  utmoft 
confternation,  They  had  lately  effected  one  of 
Aug.  25.  their  purpofes  by  their  jundtion  with  the  Auftri- 
ans  ;  but  this  ftroke  compelled  them  at  once  to 
fever  this  union,  fo  lately  and  with  fuch  difficulty  compaffed* 
to  drop  all  their  defigns  upon  Rreflau,  to  repafs  the  Oder* 
and  to  retire  without  delay  into  Poland,  left  theirremaining 
magazines  fliould  (hare  the  fame  fate  with  the  three  above- 
mentioned,  and  there  future  fubfiftence  be  thereby  rendered 
wholly  precarious. 

So  unfortunately  circumftanced  were  the  affairs  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  that  his  wifeft  fchemes  and  happieft  fuc- 
ceffes  could  hardly  anfwer  any  other  end  than  to  vary  the 
feene  of  his  diftrefs.  The  ftorm  which  had  been  diverted 
from  Silefia  by  general  Platen’s  expedition,  was  only  remov¬ 
ed  from  thence  to  be  difeharged  with  ii reflftible  fury  on 
Colberg.  The  Ruffians,  when  they  faw  that  the  meafures 
the  king  had  taken,  rendered  the  completion  of  both  their 
defigns  impracticable,  refolved  at  all  adventures  to  fecure 
one  of  them.  Colberg  was  the  objedt  of  their  choice,  not 
only  as  the  place  furtheft  from  fuccour  but  as  the  poffeffion 
of  it  would  be  an  advantage  fitteft  for  anfwering  thofe  ends 
which  were  more  nearly  and  properly  Ruffian.  M.  Buttur- 
lin,  therefore,  as  fo-on  as  he  had  eftabliflied  his  convoys,  di- 
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reeled  his  courfe  towards  Pomerania,  and  being  mafter  of 
Lanfperg,  he  fent  detachments  from  thence,  that  cruelly 
wafted  all  the  adjoining  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  without 
at  the  fame  time  diverting  himfelf  by  thefe  ravages  from 
his  main  intention. 

A  force  of  Ruffians  was  by  this  time  affembled  in  Pome¬ 
rania,  to  which  it  was  impoffible  for  the  king  of  Pruffia  to 
oppofe  any  thing  that  was  in  any  degree  able  to  contend 
with  them  in  the  ftel-d;  of  courfe  he  could  not  promife 
himfelf  that  immediate  raffing  the  fiege  could  be  the  effect 
of  thefe  fuccours.  All  he  could  do  was  to  fend  another  de¬ 
tachment  to  that  part  under  general  Knoblock ;  and  hoped 
that  by  the  union  of  thefe  feveral  fmall  corps,  and  by  their 
intercepting  or  at  leaf!:  diftreffing  the  Ruffian  convoys  of 
provffion,  the  place  might  be  enabled  to  hold  out,  until  the 
fevere  fetting  in  of  winter  fhould  render  the  operations  of  a 
ftege  impracticable. 

He  was  providing  in  this  manner,  and  ftudying  new  me¬ 
thods  for  the  relief  of  Colberg,  to  the  danger  of  which  place 
his  whole  attention  was  drawn,  when  an  event  happened 
juft  by  him,  and,  as  it  were,  under  his  eye,  almoft  as  dif¬ 
treffing  as  the  taking  of  Colberg  would  have  proved,  and  fo 
much  the  more  diftreffing,  as  it  was  entirely  unexpected. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  Ruffians  under  Butturlin,  the  king 
of  Pruffia  imagined  himfelf  at  liberty.  He  found  a  want  of 
provifions  in  his  ftrong  camp  near  Schweidnitz,  and  to  be 
the  more  eafily  fupplied,  he  aproached  nearer  to  the  Oder, 
He  was  fo  little  in  fear  of  the  enemy,  that  on  making  this 
movement  he  drafted  4000  men  from  the  garrifon  of  Sch- 
widnitz  :  he  thought  that  the  preparations  neceftary  to  a 
fiege  would  give  him  fufficient  notice,  and  fufficient  leifure 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  that  important  place,  from  which 
after  all,  he  had  removed  hut  to  a  very  fmall  diftance.  Lau- 
dohn,  who  through  the  whole  campaign  had  watched  the 
king  with  a  moft  diligent  and  penetrating  affiduity,  and 
hitherto  had  found  no  part  open  and  unguarded,  thought  in 
this  inftant  he  perceived  an  advantage.  It  was  indeed  an 
advantage  which  would  never  have  appeared  as  fuch,  but 
to  a  general  as  refolute  as  fagacious.  He  refolved  to  at¬ 
tempt  this  ftrong  place,  by  a  coup  cle  main .  On  the  1  ft  of 
October  at  three  in  the  morning,  the  aftault  began.  An 
attack  was  made  at  the  fame  time  on  all  the  four  outworks 
wtuch  the  troops,  ordered  on  this  important  enterprize  ap^ 
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ppoached  with  fo  much  precaution,  that  they  were  not  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  garrifon.  They  fcaled  all  the  four  at  the  fame 
time  ;  and  the  troops  which  defended  them  had  fcarce  time 
to  fire  a  few  cannon  ftiot.  On  the  fide  of  the  affailants, 
not  a  gun  was  difcharged  :  but  in  one  of  thofe  out-works 
the  fire  of  the  fmall  arms  fet*fire  to  a  powder  magazine, 
which  blew  up,  and  on  this  occafion  about  300  of  the  Au- 
ftrians,  and  about  the  fame  number  of  the  Pruflians  were 
killed.  As  foon  at  the  out-works  were  carried,  they  pre¬ 
pared  to  affaultthe  body  of  the  place,  which  they  entered 
by  burfting  open  the  gates,  and  at  day-break  they  found 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  town  after  firing  a  few  fhot. 

ive  battalions,  making  about  3000  men,  and  lieutenant- 
general  Zaftrow,  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  were  made  pri- 
foners.  The  conquerors  found  here  a  great  number  of  can¬ 
non,  and  a  large  magazine  of  meal.  Their  lofs  in  the  whole 
of  this  bold  and  fortunate  undertaking  amounted,  by  their 
accounts,  to  no  more  than  600  men. 

In  a  manner  fo  unexpe&ed,  and  confldering  the  nature  of 
th  e  fortifications,  fo  unprecedented,  Schweidnitz  fell  for 
a  lecond  time  in  this  war  into  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians  ; 
and  that  city,  which  in  the  year  1758  had  coft  the  Pruflians 
a  blockade  of  fome  months,  and  a  fiege  of  thirteen  days 
open  trenches  to  recover  it,  was  again  loft  in  a  few  hours, 
and  with  a  very  inconfiderable  damage  to  thofe  who  under¬ 
took  this  daring  enterprize. 

'  The  king  ofPruiftafelt  this  grievous  blow  to  the  quick. 
By  their  pofTeftion  of  Schweidnitz  he  faw  the  Auftrians  en¬ 
abled  to  winter  in  Silefia;  he  faw  that  whilft  they  held  this 
place,  he  could  poflibly  make  no  motion  for  the  relief  of  any 
other  part  of  his  dominions,  without  expofing  Breflau,  and 
along  with  it  the  whole  of  Upper  Silefia,  to  a  certain  and 
irrecoverable  conqueft.  In  the  firft  agitations  produced  by 
fo  extraordinary  and  affedting  a  difafter,  he  was  difpofed  to 
attribute  this  misfortune  to  the  treachery  of  the  governor, 
but  he  was  too  generous  to  harbour  fuch  a  fufpicion,  for 
any  time,  againft  an  officer  who  had  hitherto  ferved  him 
with  fidelity,  and  who  might  have  been  furprized  with  an 
attack  of  fo  uncommon  a  nature,  and  which  the  king  him- 
felfhad  as  little  fufpedted  as  the  governor.  He  immediate¬ 
ly  recovered  his  temper,  and  faid  with  a  fmile,  44  It  is  a  fa- 
44  tal  blow  ;  we  muft  endeavour  to  remedy  it.”  He  wrote 
to  general  Zaftrow,  who  commanded  there,  44  We  may 
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«  now  fay, what  Francis  I.  of  France  wrote  to  his  mother 
“  after  the  .  battle  of  Pavia,  We  have  iojl  all  except  our  bo - 
«  nour,.  As  I  cannot  comprehend  what  hath  happened  to 
“  you,  I  lhall  fufpend  my  judgment ;  the  thing  is  very 
iC  extraordinary.” 

Schweidnitz  was  loft  fuddenly ;  butColberg  made  a  moft 
obftinate  and  noble  defence.  At  length,  however,  the  gar- 
rifon  began  to  be  forely  diftrefled  for  provifions.  General 
Platen  quitted  the  intrenchments,  which  he  had  maintained 
in  conjun&'ion  with  the  prince  of  Wurtenburg,  in  oioer  to 
cover  the  reinforcements,  which  the  numerous  and  ftiong 
detachments  of  the  Ruffians,  who  overfpread  the  whole 
country,  had  hitherto  kept  at  a  diftance.  But  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  meet  an  infinitely  fuperior  body  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  to  be  beaten,  and  to  lofe  part  of  his  convoy  ;  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  efcaped  with  the  remainder  to 
Stettin. 

The  other  (general  Knoblock)  had  eftabliihcd  himxelf  at 
Treptow,  which  was  to  ferve  as  a  refting  place  for  the  con¬ 
voys  \  but  as  general  Platen  had  been  repulfed,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  we  have  juft  feen,  Romanzow  advanced  with  a  largi? 
force  to  Treptow.  Knoblock,  hopelefs  of  affiftance  in  a 
town  which  had  fcarcely  any  walls,  and  invefted  by  a  body 
fo  vaftly  fuperior,  yet  made  a  vigorous  and  gallant  defence 
for  five  days  ;  he  was  at  length  compelled  to  furrender  him- 
felf  and  his  body  of  about  2000  men  prifoners  of  war. 

Thefe  fucceffive  difafters  were  ©ccafioned  by  the  nccef- 
ffity  there  was  for  revi&ualling  Colberg,  coft  what  it 
would,  for  that  end,  of  difperfing  the  Pruffian  troops  in  the 
face  of  a  Ruffian  army  of  50,000  men.  The  reviccualling 
in  thefe  circumftances  could  not  be  effected  without  a  fin- 
gular  piece  of  good  fortune  ;  and,  in  order  to  get  into  tne 
way  of  this  good  fortune,  every  rifque  was  to  be  run. 

Thefe  advantages  over  Platen  and  Knoblock  raifed  the 
fpirits  of  the  Ruffians,  and  enabled  them  to  contend  with 
the  extreme  rigour  of  the  feafon  in  that  northern  latitude  ; 
they  pufhed  the  fiege  with  redoubled  efforts.  Ail  hope  of 
a  fupply  from  the  land  was  abfolutely  at  an  end  ;  and  tnough 
the  Ruffian  fleet  had  been  by  a  violent  {form  driven  off  the 
eoaft,  the  fuccour  from  the  fea  was  too  precarious  to  be 
depended  on.  In  this  defperate  fituation  the  prince  of  Wur¬ 
tenburg  became  apprehenfive,  left  his  army,  which  had 

been  unable  to  relieve  the  town,  by  delaying  any  longer 

under 


7he  History  of  the  War.  1761. 

undei  its  walls  would  only  fhare  its  fate,  and  that  famine 
might  aifo  oblige  him  to  furrender.  He  therefore  refolved, 
whiilt  his  men  retained  their  vigour,  to  break  through  a 
part  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and  to  leave  Colberg  to  make  the 
bed;  terms  its  circumftances  would  admit.  This  deficrn  he 
accompliihed  happily,  and  with  little  or  no  lofs. 

And  now  Colberg,  hoplefs  of  all  relief,  the 
Dec.  1 6th.  garrilon  exhausted,  provifion  low,  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  in  many  places  battered  to  pieces,  after  a 
long  fiege  of  near  fix  months,  furrendered  to  the  Ruffians. 
'I  he  governor  and  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war. 
This  place  was  defended  by  the  gallant  Heyde ,  who  to 
this  time  had  maintained  it  fuccefsrully  againft  all  the  efforts 
of  the  Ruffians  during  the  war  ;  and  as  he  was  diftinguifhed 
by  the  king  his  mafter,  for  his  merit  in  the  fuccefsful  de¬ 
fence  of  it,  he  had  likewife  as  full  afiurancesof  his  favours 
after  having  on  the  late  occafion  conducted  himfelf  with 
feis  former  bravery,  though  it  was  not  with  the  former  good 
fortune. 


The  lofs  of  two  fuch  places  as  Schweidnitz  and  Colberg, 
at  the  two  extremities  of  his  dominions,  was  decifive 
againft  the  king  of  Pruffia.  It  was  now  impoffible  for  him 
t  make  any  movement  by  which  the  enemy  could  not  pro¬ 
fit  to  his  almoft  certain  deftruction.  To  form  fieges,  with 
an  armylike  his,  inferior  in  the  field,  was  impoffible.  The 
Ruffians,  by  poffeffing  Colberg,  poffeffed  every  thing.  They 
were  matters  of  the  Baltic  ;  and  they  now  acquired  a  port, 
by  which  their  armies  could  be  well  provided,  without  the 
neceffity  of  tedious,  uncertain,  and  expenfive  convoys  from 
Poland,  The  road  lay  almoft  open  into  the  heart  of  Bran¬ 
denburg.  Stetin  alone  Rood  in  their  way  ;  but  it  was  ob¬ 
vious  that  nothing  but  the  advanced  feafon  could  fave  Stetin 
from  the  fate  of  Colberg.  The  Ruffians,  now  for  the 
firft  time,  took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  Pomerania. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  whole  year  paffed  without  a 
regular  battle  between  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  any  of  his 
enemies,  yet  none  of  the  moft  unfortunate  of  his  campaigns 
had  been  fo  ruinous  to  him.  fife  had  fuffered  four  terrible 
defeats,  without  having  ballanced  them  with  a  fingle  ad¬ 
vantage  of  confequence  in  the  campaign  of  1759.  Yet  in 
thefe  circumftances  it  is  almoft  incredible  how  little  fie 
really  loft.  He  was  able  to  take  the  field  again  the  enfuing 
year  in  4  very  refpe&abje  wanner?  4nA  t.Q  majce  hea4 
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againft  his  enemies,  i  In  tl>at  year  he  loft  a  v/hole  army 
near  Landfhut ;  ftill  he  was  far  from  being  broken.  Af¬ 
terwards  in  that  fame  campaign,  he  gave  his  enemies  two 
fignal  defeats,  and  ended  his  operations  advantageoufly,  and 
with  great  glory.  But  in  the  year,  of  which  we  now  write, 
without  fuftering  any  confiderable  blow  in  the  held,  without 
any  ftriking  efforts  on  any  fide,  his  power  has  gradually 
crumbled  away.  The  moil:  calamitous  defeats  could  not 
fink  him  lower.  And  in  the  fituation  in  which  he  ftood 
after  the  taking  of  Colberg,  we  may  fafely  fay,  that  there 
was  fcarcely  a  poffibility  that  he  could  be  preferved  from 
deftru£Hon  by  any  thing  that  lay  within  the  reach  of  human 
endeavours. 


CHAP.  VII. 


The  yiegotiation  refumed.  French  conceffions .  Difference 

concerning  the  German  alliance.  Difference  concerning 
the  captures  antecedent  to  the  declaration  of  war.  Treaty 
breaks  off.  Meffieurs  Stanley  and  Buffy  recalled. 


AFTER  having  been  fo  long  detained  on  the  theatre 

...  ...  ' 


_  of  war,  it  is  time  we  fhould  return  to  take  a  view  of 

the  negotiation  for  putting  an  end  to  the  miferies  it  occa- 
fioned.  In  reality  the  view,  even  of  this  fcene,  was  very 
glooming  and  unpromifing.  The  confidence  and  good  hu¬ 
mour  of  the  two  courts  being  fubverted,  all  that  followed 
was  rather  an  altercation  than  a  treaty.  It  is  true,  that  pa¬ 
pers  paffed  backward  and  forward  ;  and  the  pretenfions  of 
each  party,  the  points  they  agreed  to  cede,  and  thofe  which 
they  were  determined  to  adhere  to,  grew  more  diftindl  and 
explicit.  But  all  that  cordiality  was  vanifhed,  which  is  fo 
neceffary  towards  fmoothing  and  clearing  a  road,  which  a 
long  hoftility  had  broken  up,  and  fo  many  intricate  topics 
had  contributed  to  embarrafs. 

Without  involving  ourfelves  in  the  detail  of  the  feveral 
memorials  which  were  delivered  in  and  without  referrino* 
numerically  to  the  feveral  articles,  it  will  be  fufficient  tha*t 
we  briefly  ftate  thofe  points  which  were,  or  feemed  to  be, 
in  a  fair  way  of  adjuftment  between  England  and  France  ; 
and  afterwards  thofe  on  which  it  fhould  appear  that  the 
negotiation  broke  off. 

Alter  foine  difcuffions  concerning  its  proper  limits,  it  was 

agreed 
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agreed,  that  all  Canada  fhould  be  ceded  to  the  Englifh. 
This  cefiion  comprehended,  on  one  fide,  all  the  ifiands  and 
countries  adjoining  to  the  gulph  of  St,  Lawrence.  On  the 
other,  it  took  in  all  the  great  lakes,  and  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  Ohio,  to  its  difcharge  into  the  Miffifippi.  A  territory 
fufficient  for  the  bails  of  a  great  empire. 

In  drawing  this  line  of  divifion,  another  queftion  arofe 
concerning  the  bounds  of  Louifiana,  and  the  ftate  of  the 
intermediate  Indian  nation  between  the  lakes  and  the  Mif- 
fifippi,  who  inhabit,  or  are  rather  fcattered  over  an  immenfe 
country,  that  lies  along  the  back  of  our  colonies  all  the  way 
from  Penfylvania  to  Georgia.  It  was  therefore  very  proper 
that  fomething  definitive  fhould  be  fettled  on  this  article, 
as  it  might  otherwife  eafily  be  made  productive  of  a  new 
war,  England  propofed  that  all  thofe  nations  fhould  con¬ 
tinue,  as  (he  contended  they  had  heretofore  been,  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain,  without  faying  any  thing  pre~ 
cife  as  to  the  dominion  of  the  foil. 

France  controverted  this  propofition ;  file  on  her  part 
propofed  to  divide  thefe  nations ;  that  thofe  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  the  line  drawn  to  afcertain  the  limits  of  Canada 
fhould  be  independent,  under  the  protection  of  England,  but 
that  thofe,  which  were  to  the  fouthward,  fhould  enjoy  the 
fame  independence,  under  the  protection  of  France.  No¬ 
thing  was  perfectly  fettled  in  relation  to  this  point ;  but  it 
does  not  feem  as  if  there  could  have  been  any  material  dif- 
agreement  upon  it  had  the  other  matters  in  debate  been  ad- 
jutted  to  their  mutual  fatisfaCtion. 

The  African  conteft  feemed  to  have  been  attended  with 
ft  ill  lefs  difficulty.  The  French  confented  to  give  up  both 
Senegal  and  Goree,  provided  Anamaboo  and  Acra  were 
guarantied  to  them. 

The  momentous  queftion  of  the  fifhery  was  likewife  de¬ 
termined,  The  French  gave  up  their  claim  to  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  and  St.  John’s,  and  were  fatisfied  to  receive  the  little 
ifland  of  St,  Pierre  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland;  but  even 
this  they  were  to  receive  on  conditions  fufficiently  humili¬ 
ating.  "They  were  to  ereCI  no  fort  of  fortification,  nor  to 
keep  up  any  military  eftabliftiment  there.  An  Englifti  com- 
miliary  was  to  refide  on  the  ifland,  in  order  to  fee  that  thefe 
ftipulations  were  adhered  to.  As  to  the  reft,  the  French 
were  to  have  the  fame  privileges  on  the  coaft  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  checked  with  the  fame  reftriCtions,  which  before  the 
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war  they  had  enjoyed  under  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  oi 
Utrecht.  In  conformity  to  another  article  of  that  treaty ? 
and  in  compenfation  for  the  privilege  ot  the  fifhery,  they 
confented  that  Dunkirk  fhould  be  demolifhed. 

Concerning  the  i Hands  ol  Guadaloupe,  Marigalante,  Mi- 
norca  and  Belleille,  no  great  controverfy  had  fubfifled 
from  the  beginning.  It  had  all  along  been  agreed,  that, 
thefe  conquefts  fhould  be  reciprocally  rcftoied.  ^Neither  did 
the  French  fcruple  to  adopt  our  propoial  concerning  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  nor  to  make  fatisfa£tory  declara¬ 
tion  concerning  Oftend  and  Nieuport.^ 

So  many  delicate  and  interefting  points  were  fettled,  that, 
it  does  not  firft  appear  what  it  was  that  could  have  re¬ 
tarded  the  peace.  A  difeuflion  of  the  leperate  interefls  of 
two  powers  only,  that  are  in  earned:  to  agree,  may  be  fet¬ 
tled  without  any  very  confiderable  difficulty.  I  he  .  haid 
and  almoft  inextricable  part  of  the  knot,  is  that  wherein  the 
crofs  concerns  and  interefls  of  allies  intervene.  1  here  \vc±  c 
two  points  upon  which,  if  we  may  form  a  judgment  from 
appearances,  this  negotiation  unfortunately  broke  off.  The 
firft  was  upon  the  manner  in  which  England  and  1  ranee 
might  be  at  liberty  to  alfift  their  refpe&ive  allies;  and  on 
the  reftitution  of  Wefel,  Gueldres,  and  fuch  other  places 
as  the  French  had  conquered  from  his  Pruffian  majefly. 

On  the  firft  member  of  this  principal  point,  the  repeated 
propofals  of  France  for  a  neutrality  in  Germany  had  been 
uniformly  and  pofitively  reje&ed  by  our  adminiftration. 
They  were  confidered  as  fo  many  attacks  upon  national 
integrity.  This  fcheme  therefore,  net  being  admitted 
they" would  or  could  come  to  no  agreement,  and  fcarcely 
to  an  intelligible  explanation  either  of  the  mode  or  the 
quantity  of  the  afliftance  which  they  fhould  be  at  li¬ 
berty  mutually  to  impart  to  their  German  allies,  or  of 
the  place  in  which  fuch  fuccours  fhould  be  employed.  As 
to  Wefel  and  Gueldres,  the  French  obftinately  refufed  to 
reftore  thofe  places.  They  declared  that  fuch  a  ccflion 
would  be  diredlly  againft  the  faith  by  which  they  were  bound 
to  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary,  for  whom  they  infilled 
that  thefe  places  had  been  conquered,  and  in  whole  name 
£.lone  they  were  governed,  though  they  had  been  reduced 
by  the  French  arms,  and  were  at  that  moment  held  by 
French  garrifons. 

As  to  the  feepnd  point,  namely,  the  reftitution  of  cap- 
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tures  made  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  the  negoti  , 
ating  powers  were  equally  pofitive,  the  one  to  demand,  the 
other  to  refufe  it.  The  Englifh  argued  that  this  claim  had 
no  fort  of  foundation  in  the  law  of  nations,  neither  was  it 
grounded  on  any  particular  convention.  That  the  right  of 
all  hoftile  operations  refults,  not  from  a  formal  declaration 
of  war  but  from  the  hoftilities  which  the  aggrefTor  has  firft 
offered  ;  that  the  contrary  of  this  proportion  is  at  leaft  ex¬ 
tremely  conteftible  ;  and  fince,  it  can  by  no  means  be  clearly 
eftablifhed,  it  follows  that  the  detainment  of  thofe  captures 
muff  be  confidered,  on  the  fide  of  England,  as  part  of  the 
uti  pojfidethy  originally  propofed  as  the  bafis  of  this  treaty. 

.t  ranee  on  the  other  hand,  feemed  as  fully  convinced  of 
the  juilice  of  her  pretenfions,  and  fhe  deemed  the  arguments 
with  which  fhe  fupported  them  to  be  fo  unanfwerable,  that 
fhe  offered  to  fubmit  them  to  the  juftice  of  the  Englifh  tri¬ 
bunals.  They  urged  that  this  claim  of  reflitution  was 
founded  on  the  law  of  nations,  and  upon  particular  conven¬ 
tion  ;  by  the  19th  article  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht  3  and  by 
the  fccond  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce;  and  that  this 
was  flrengthened  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chappelle,  which  renews  and  confirms  thofe  articles  in 
the  preceeding  treaties. 

By  thefe  articles  a  protection  is  allowed  to  the  respective 
fubjeCts  who  may  have  fhips  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the 
powers,  becaufe  having  no  opportunity  of  knowing  that  a 
rupture  is  fallen  out,  they  failed  under  a  fecurity  of  peace, 
and  under  the  faith  of  treaties.  By  a  parity  of  reafoning, 
the  fhips  not  a&ually  in  thofe  ports  ought  to  enjoy  the  fame 
fecurity  ;  elfe,  as  they  are  included  in  the  fame  parity  of  cir- 
cumflanpes,  it  would  follow,  contrary  to  the  principals  of 
humanity  and' right  reafon,  that  the  fovereigns  had  provided 
for  the  prefervation  of  one  part  of  their  fubjedis  from  the 
miferies  of  a  fudden  rupture,  to  which  they  expofe  the  reft. 
The  particular  conventions  of  thefe  treaties,  they  faid,  had 
their  foundation  in  general  equity  and  the  law  of  nations  ; 
line c,  as  it  is  impracticable  for  belligerent  ftates  to  agree 
amongft  themfclves  which  is  the  agreiTor,  it  is  proper  that 
the  fubjeCts  fhould  receive  previous  notice  of  the  rupture, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  diftinCtly  to  know  when  they 
arc,  or  are  not  iri  fecurity,  or  when  they  may,  or  may  not 
rely  on  the  treaties  which  fubftft  between  their  fovereigns. 

Thefe  topics  were  as  ufual,  bandied  to  and  frowdth  great 
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heat  and  little  effea*,  and  as  in  fuchdifcuflions  the  arguments 
on  both  fides  are  plaufible,  and  there  can  be  no  authorised 
judae,  the  weight  of  the  feveral  pretenfions  commonly  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  power  of  the  parties  to  enforce  them.  On 
thefe  two  points,  therefore,  the  renunciation  of  German 
alliances,  and  the  reftitution  of  captures,  the  negotiation 
from  the  beginning  was  at  a  ftand  ;  and  on  thefe  at  lciigt 

to  all  appearance,  it  finally  broke  off. 

Not  but  we  are  fully  fatisfied  that  the  difagreement  even 
on  thefe  points  might  have  been  only  the  oftcnfible  cautc  ot 
the  rupture.  The  true  caufe  of  the  breach  feems  to  have 
been  the  unfeafonable  interpolation  of  the  Sparuih  claims. 
For  could  France  be  fuppofed  in  good  earneft  to  defire 
peace,  that  is,  to  defire  fuch  a  reafonable  peace,  as  her 
circumflances  might  demand,  when  fhe  officioufly  min¬ 
gled  with  our  particular  debate,  the  affairs  of  a  foreign 
and  neutral  power,  which  had  not  the  fmalleft  connexion 
with  thofe  that  were  at  this  time  properly  under  delibera¬ 
tion  ?  It  was  ridiculous  to  urge,  that  this  was  done  from  a 
prudent  forefight,  and  to  prevent  a  future  war,  which  thefe 
difputes  might  pofiibly  occafion.  The  bufinefs  was  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war  which  then  a£tually  fubfifted  ;  and  no¬ 
thing  could  be  farther  from  affifting  this  defign  than  to  in- 
creafe  the  fubje&s  of  debate.  France  muft  be  fcnfible  of 
the  weight  of  this  argument,  who  herfelf  propofed  in  the 
yery  beginning  of  this  treaty,  as  means  almoft  neceffary  for 
carrying  it  on  with  effe&,  that  their  particular  difpute  fhould 
be  feparated  from  thofe  of  their  German  allies,  with  which 
it  certainly  had  a  more  natural  connexion  than  with  thofe 
that  fubfifted  between  England  and  Spain  ;  as  all  the  former 
parties  were  then  engaged  diredtly  or  indirectly  in  the  war, 
to  which  Spain  had  then  no  manner  of  relation. 

The  Englilh  miniftry  finding  the  French  immoveable  on 
the  two  capital  points  above  mentioned  and  having  no  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  fincerity  of  their  procedure,  fent  directions  to 
Mr.  Stanly,  to  return  to  England,  and  to  de¬ 
fire  that  Mr.  BufTy  fhould  on  the  part  of  his  20th  Sept, 
court,  receive  the  fame  orders.  An  end  was  thus 
put  to  this  negotiation,  (from  which  Europe  had  conceived 
fuch  fanguine  hopes  of  the  alleviation  of  its  miferies)  after 
it  had  continued  near  fix  months.  So  far  indeed  it  was  from 
producing  the  happy  effects  that  were  propofed  from  it,  fo 
far  was  it  from  appealing  the  animofities  of  the  powers  ori- 
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thTnlJrFf^  °j  fr°‘u  extinSuifting  the  old  war,  that 
f*  p  Itles  Operated  with  intention  more  hoftile,  and  cpi- 

nions  more  adverle  than  ev°r  •  anrl  r  r  ^  ? 

to  n  T^,^u  "  11  ,  ■ 1  5  and  lhe  war  was  loon  fpread 

and  mi„  ¥'l  ft  extent  fy  the  taking  in  of  a  new  party, 
/  po.hhly  fpread,  ftill  more  widely  by  laying  open 

new  fources  ot  contention  which  may  |raduallJ  draw  ill 

vnsrJnTrS’  and  rnaI17  lnVoIve  every*part  of  Europe.  It 
at  a  ?i of producmg  changes  in  England,  which 

fnf  “f  J1°f  efs,  tranqu!llt>r’  and  in  circumftances  of  left 
internal  ftrength  might  have  been  produdive  of  the  moft 

'r  f.  y°nleqtiences.  But  thefe  matters  are  referved  for  the 
iUbject  of  the  enfumg  chapter. 

.  ?e  leadil?S  negotiation  in  London  and  Paris  being  thus 
took  place!  '  WaS  Pmp°fed  at  Au&fturS  neves 
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t-onduA  of  Spain  during  the  negotiation,  Spanijb  minified} 
memorial  Treaty  between  France  and  Spain.  Differ¬ 
ence  in  the  Englijb  mtmftry.  Mr.  Pitt  reftgm.  Mr.  Pitt’s- 

n  ;•  lJ!lPute  concerning  the  refignathn.  Addreffh , 
s,ar. lament  meets.  The  German  war  continued.  J 

S  nothing  could  have  been  more  unprecedented;  fo  no- 

tning  was  more  alarming  than  the  proceeding  of  the 
court  or  Spain  in  the  negotiation.  It  was  altogether  extra- 
ojamaiy  to  fee  a  propofal  for  accommodating  difputes  that 
.ubfifled  between  friends  coming  thro’  the  channel  of  an 
enemy,  it  was  extremely  Angular  to  fee  points  of  Arch- 
coniequence  formally  communicated  and  propofed  for  dc- 
h  Deration  by  a  French,  agent,  commiffioned  only  to  neo-o- 
uate  a  parncuiar  arid  cliftin£t  bufinefs,  when  the  Spaniards 
dl-  “m^ahad°r  refiding  in  London,  from  whom  no  fort 
or  intimation  had  been  previoufly  received  of  fuch  a  defign. 

i  i}’h  piouolal  not  only  marked  out  a  want  of  fincentv 
on  the  part  of  France,  but  it  manifefted  fo  ffrange  and  ir- 
regmar  a  partiality  on  the  part  of  Spain,  that  it  would  very 
inde  nave  Decome  the  dignity  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
or  ms  attention  to  the  fafety  of  his  fubje&s,  to  let  it  pafs. 
without  a  full  and  fatisfadfory  explanation.  Accordingly 
r.:e  pand.ii  ambailador  was  called  upon  to  difavow  this  Ir- 
procedure  j  but  he  returned  a  verbal,  and  foon  after 
•  as  autiioriled  by  his  court  to  return  a.  written  anfwer,  in 
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which  he  openly  avowed  and  juttified  the  ftep  taken  by^the 
French  agent,  as  entirely  agreeable  to  the  fcntiments  or  his 
matter.  He  declared  that  "the  kings  of  France  and  Spain 
were  united  not  only  by  ties  or  blood,  but  by  a  mutual  in- 
terett.  He  applauded  the  humanity  and  greatnels  of  mind 
which  his  mott  Chriftian  majetty  demonttrated  in  the  pro- 
pofition  that  was  complained  of.  Fie  infilled  much  on  the 
irncere  defire  of  peace,  the  only  motive  which  influenced 
the  Conduct  of  the  two  monarchs  ;  and  he  added,  haughtily, 
that  if  his  matter  had  been  governed  by  any  other  princi¬ 
ples,  66  His  Catholic  majetty  giving  lull  fcope  to  his  great- 
“  nefs,  would  have  fpoken  from  himfelf,  and  as  became 
<c  his  dignity.”  r  - 

It  appeared  evidently  from  the  whole  of  this  paper,  that 
the  court  of  Spain  was  regularly,  as  a  fort  of  party,  ap- 
prifed  of  every  ftep  that  was  taken  in  the  negotiation  ;  that 
her  judgment  was  appealed  to  upon  every  point,  and  her 
authority  called  in  aid  to  force  the  acceptance  ol  the  terms 
which  were  ottered  by  France  ;  in  a  word,  that  there  was 
a  perfedf  union  of  affedfions,  interefts,and  councils  between 
thefe  two  courts  ;  and  the  minifter  of  the  former,  lo  far 
from  denying  or  palliating  this  condudf,  feemed  to  g^ry 
in  it.> 

Mr.  Pitt  who  then  took  the  lead  in  the  minittry,  was 
fully  fatisfied  the  intentions  of  Spain  were  by  no  means 
equivocal,  and  that  this  partiality,  which  they  ftrong-, 
ly  avowed  not  only  by  declarations,  but  by  fadls,  would 
drive  them  into  all  the  meafures  of  France.  That  a 
war  on  that  account  was  abfolutely  inevitable ;  and 
if,  for  the  prefent  moment,  the  Spaniards  rather  delayed 
their  declaration  of  war,  than  laid  afide  their  hoftile  inten¬ 
tions,  it  was  in  order  to  ttrike  the  blow  at  their  own  time, 
and  with  the  greater  ettedl ;  that  therefore  tljcir  reafons  for 
delaying  to  adt  were  the  very  motives,  which  ought  to  in¬ 
duce  us  to  adt  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  utmoft  vigour. 
1  hat  we  ought  to  confider  the  evafions  of  that  court  as  a 
refufai  of  fatisfadlion,  and  that  refufal,  as  a  declaration  of 
war.  That  we  ought  from  prudence  as  wel]  as  from 
fpirit  to  fecure  ourfelves  the  ttrft  blow  ;  and  to  be  pradlically 
convinced,  that  the  early  and  effedtive  meafures,  which  had 
lo  large  a  (hare  in  reducing  France  to  this  dependence  upon 
Spain,  would  alfo  be  the  filteft  for  deterring  or  difabiing 
Spain  from  affording  any  protedUon  to  France.  That,  to 
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carry  on  this  v/ar  with  vigour,  it  was  only  neceflary  to  con¬ 
tinue  our  prefent  efforts  ;  no  new  armament  would  be  ne- 
c  diary  ;  and  that  if  arty  war  could  provide  its  own  refources, 
it  muft  be  a  war  with  Spain.  That  their  flota  had  not  yet 
arrived,  and  that  the  taking  of  it,  would  at  once  difable  theirs 
and  ftrengthen  our  hands.  This  procedure  fo  fuited  to  the 
dignity  of  the  nation,  and  the  infults  it  had  received,  would 
he  a  leiTon  to  Spain,  and  to  every  other  power,  how  they 
fhould  prefume  to  dictate  in  our  affairs,  and  to  intermeddle 
with  a  menacing  mediation,  and  an  officioufnefs  as  infidious 
as  it  was  audacious.  I  hat  he  would  allow  our  enemies, 
whether  fecret  or  declared,  no  time  to  think  and!  recoiled^ 
thcmfelVes. 

I  hefe  fentiments,  fo  agreeable  to  the  refolute  and  en- 
terprifing  character  of  this  minifter,  appeared  fhocking  to 
annofl  all  the  reft  of  his  collegues.  They  admitted  that,  we 
ought  not  to  be  terrified  from  the  affertions  of  our  juft  de¬ 
mands,  by  the  menaces  of  any  power.  They  owned  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  very  extraordinary  and  very  unjuftifiable 
itep ;  but  that  v/e  ought  to  admit  and  even  to  wifh  for,  an 
explanation ;  this  court  upon  a  fober  yet  fpirited  remon¬ 
strance,  might  recall  that  rafh  propofition  into  which  they 
had  been  perhaps  unwarily  feduced  by  the  artifices  of 
h  ranee  ;  that  to  fhun  war  upon  a  juft  occafion  was  coward¬ 
ice,  but  to  provoke  or  court  it  was  madnefs^  And,  if  to 
court  a  war  was  not  in  general  a  very  wife  meafure,  to  de¬ 
fire  it  with  Spain,  if  ’poflibly  it  could  be  avoided,  was  to 
overturn  the  moft  fundamental  principles  of  the  policy  of 
both  nations.  That  this  defire  of  adding  v\far  to  war,  and 
enemy  to  enemy,  whilft  we  had  ofir  hands  already  as  full  as 
they  could  hold,  and  whilft  all  ouf  faculties  were  drained  to 
the  utmoft  pitch,  was  ill  to  calculate  the  national  ftrength 
of  our  country,  which,  however  great,  had  its  limits,  and 
was  not  able  to  contend  with  all  the  world  ;  that  whilft  we 
were  calling  for  new  enemies,  no  motion  was  made  of  new 
allies,  nor  indeed  of  any  new  refourcewhatfoever.  To  plunge 
into  fuch  meafurcs,  in  the  manner  propofed,  and  upon 
no  better  grounds,  could  not  fail  to  fcandalize  and  alarm  all 
Europe  ;  and  we  could  poflibly  derive  no  advantage  from, 
this  precipitate  conduct,  which  would  not  be  more  than, 
counter-balanced  by  the  jealoufy  and  terror  it  would  necef- 
farily  create  in  every  nation  near  us.  As  to  the  feizure  of 
the  flota,  it  was  not  to  be  reckoned  upon,  as  at  the  very 

time 
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time  of  that  deliberation  it  might  be  cxpe&ed  to  be  fafe  in 
its  harbour  ;  and  perhaps  if  wc  could  fucceed  in  feizing  it, 
we  might  perform  a  fejrvice  not  very  agreeable  to  neutral 
nations,  and  as  little  advantageous  to  our  own  commerce. 
If  Spain,  blind  to  her  true  interefts,  and  milled  by  French 
councils,  fhould  give  in  a  more  decifive  manner  into  the 
defigns  of  that  court,  and  obflinately  refufe  a  reafonable  fa- 
tisfadlion,  it  would  be  then  the  true  time  to  declare  war* 
when  ail  the  neighbouring  and  impartial  powers  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  we  acfted  with  as  much  temper  as  refolution, 
and  when  every  thinking  man  at  home  fhould  be  fatisfied, 
that  he  was  not  hurried  into  the  hazards  and  expences  of 
war,  from  an  idea  of  chimerical  heroifm,  but  from  inevi¬ 
table  neceflity ;  and  that  in  luch  a  cafe  we  might  depend 
upon  the  utmoll  fupport  wThich  the  nation  could  give  to  an 
adminiftratiop  that  depended  upon  its  flrength,  and  yet 
dreaded  to  wafte  it  wantonly,  or  to  employ  it  unjuftly.  1  he 
minifter  warmed  by  this  oppofition,  declared  that,  44  Thi> 
44  was  the  time  for  humbling  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ; 
44  that  if  this  opportunity  was  let  flip,  it  might  never  be 
44  recovered  ;  and  if  he  could  not,  prevail  in  this  inftance, 
44  he  was  refolved  that  this  was  the  laft  time  he  would  fit 
44  in  that  council.  He  thanked  the  minifters  of  the  late 
44  king  for  their  fupport ;  faid  he  was  himfelf  called  to  the 
44  miniftry  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  to  whom  he  confi- 
44  dered  himfelf  as  accountable  for  his  condu£f  ;  and  that 
44  he  would  no  longer  remain  in  a  fituation  which  made  him 
44  refponfible  for  meafures  he  was  no  longer  allowed  to 
44  guide. ” 

The  noble  lord,  who  precided  in  this  council,  to  whom 
years  have  added  the  wifdom  of  experience,  without  abat¬ 
ing  the  vigour  and  fire  of  youth  ;  and  who  was  himfelf  as 
bold  a  minifter  as  ever  directed  the  affairs  of  this  nation, 
made  him  this  reply  :  44  I  find  the  gentleman  is  determined 
44  to  leave  us,  nor  can  I  fay  I  am  forry  for  it,  fince  he 
44  would  otherwife  have  certainly  compelled  us  to  leave 
44  him ;  but,  if  he  be  refolved  to  alTume  the  right  of  ad- 
44  vifing  his  majefty,  2nd  directing  the  operations  of  the 
44  war,  to  what  purpofes  are  we  called  to  this  council  ? 
44  When  he  talks  of  being  refponfible  to  the  people,  he 
44  talks  the  language  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  for- 
44  gets,  that  at  this  board,  he  is  only  refponfible  to  the 
44  king.  However,  though  he  may  pollibly  have  convinced 

44  himfelf 
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6  Himfelf  ofhis  infallibility,  ftill  it  remains  that  we  fhculd 
c  be  equally  convinced  before  we  can  .refign  our  underftand- 
c  mg  to  his  direction,  or  join  with  him  in  the  meafure  he 

propofes.”  (a) 

On  the  divifion,  the  minifter  himfelf,  and  a  noble  lord 
clofel.y  connected  with  him,  were  the  only  voices  in  favour 
of  the  immediate  declaration  of  war  ;  the  reft  of  the  board 


were  unanimoufly  againft  it. 

The  reader  will  obferve  that  together  with  thofe  matters, 
which  have  been  published,  relative  to  this  very  important 
deliberation,  with  force  appearance  of  authenticity,  we 
have  added  fuch  arguments  as  have  been  agitated  among 
the  people  ;  a  liberty  neceffary  to  place  the  matter  in  its 
full  light. 

Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple,  adhering  to  their  firft  opinion, 
and  having  delivered  their  reafons  in  writing,  refigned  their 
employments.  This  refignalion  feemed  equal  to  a  revolu¬ 
tion  in  the  ft  ate'.  An  univerfal  alarm  was  fpread  ;  a  thou- 
fand  rumours  flew  abroad,  and  the  ftrft  fusrgeftions  were, 
that  this  great  minifter,  endeavouring  to  avail  himfelf  by  his 
firmnefs  in  negotiation  of  the  advantages  he  had  acquired 

by 


(a)  This  fpeech  has  been  ftnee  difeovered  to  be  one  among# 
tlie  number  of  contrivances  that  were  formed  and  publifned  by 
the  oppofite  party  to  prejudice  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  ; 
for  after  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple  had  taken  their  leaves  at  the 
third  and  laft  council  fummoned  to  deliberate  on  the  conduft  of 
Spain f  the  late  earl  Granville,  then  lord  prefident  of  the  council, 
rofeupto  fpeak,  expreffinga  very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt' swif- 
dom,  penetration,  abilities,  honour  and  integrity,  and  in  a  very 
particular,  and  emphatical  manner,  fpokeof  the  innumerable  and 
a  1  mo  ft  infur  mountable  difficulties,  which  Mr.  Pitt  and  loid  Semple 
had  to  ftruggle  with  ;  thefe,  he  faid,  were  the  fentiments  he  then 
delivered,  and  in  juftice  to  himfelf,  feveral  times  declared,  that  the 
fpeech  fent  abroad,  (as  fpoke  by  him  on  that  occaflcn)  was  no 
other  than  a  vile  forgery,  calculated  toferve  a  purpofe  as  bafe  as 
it  was  ungrateful.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  deleft:  another  in- 
fiance  of  their  bafe  Conduft,  propagated  with  no  lefs  avidity  ;  that 
Mr.  Pitt  in  his  heart  was  not  an  enemy  to  penlions,  “  witnefshfs 
letter  to  a  noble  duke  folliciting  his  grace  s  intereft,  with  his 
“  late  majefty  for  a  penfion:”  By  the  noble  duke  is  meant  the 
duke  of  hevccafile^  who,  on  all  occaftons  publicly  declared,  he 

had  never  received  any  fuch  letter.  ......  .  ' 

Review  of  Lord  Futc's  AdminijlratiQn< 
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by  his  vigour  in  war,  was  oppofed  by  the  whole  council, 
who  were  refolved  to  have  a  peace  at  any  rate,  and  that 
this  oppofition  had  driven  him  to  refign  the  feals.  But  the 
true  caufe  of  the  refignation  very  foon  came  out ;  and  on 
this  point  a  violent  conflict  enfued,  in  which  the  popular 
caufe  was  worle  fuftained,  and  the  minifterial  better,  (that 
is,  with  greater  eftedt)  than  is  ufual  in  luch  dilcuflions* 
Some  circumftances  contributed  not  a  little  to  this  lucce^* 
When  Mr.  Pitt  refigned  the  feals,  the  great  perfon  to 
whom  they  were  delivered  received  them  with  eafe  and 
firmnefs,  without  requefting  that  he  fhould  refume  his  01- 
fice.  His  majefty  exprefled  his  concern  for  the  lofs  of  lo 
able  a  fervant  ;  and  to  {hew  the  favourable  fenfe  he  enter¬ 
tained  of  his  fervices,  he  made  him  a  riaoft  gracious  and  un¬ 
limited  offer  of  any  rewards  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
beftow.  His  majefty  at  the  fame  time  exprefled  himfelf 
not  only  fatisfied  with  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  his 
council,  but  declared  he  would  have  found  himfelf  under 
the  greateft  difficulty  how  to  have  adfed,  had  that  council 
concurred  as  fully  in  fupporting  the  meafure  propofed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  they  had  done  in  rejecting  it.  A  fentiment 
(in  the  light  in  which  his  majefty  confidered  this  meafure) 
grounded"upon  the  firmeft  principles  of  integrity  and  ho¬ 
nour,  and  which  muft  raife  the  higheft  veneration  for  his 
royal  character  not  only  among  his  own  fubje&s,  but 
amongft  all  nations,  when  they  fee  a  power  which  has  fo 
little  to  fear  from  any  human  effort,  fo  very  fearful  of  the 

leaft  infringement  of  the  ftridteft  and  moft  critical  rules  of 
© 

juftice. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  fenfibly  touched  with  the  grandeur  and 
condefcenfion  of  this  proceeding.  ‘  I  confels,  Sir,  1  had 
but  too  much  reafon  to  expedt  your  majefty’s  difpleafurc. 
I  did  not  come  prepared  for  thi$  exceeding  goodnefs.  Par¬ 
don  me,  Sir, - it  overpowers,  it  opprefles  me.’  He  burft 

into  tears. 

We  are  faj  from  an  attempt  to  add  any  colouring  to  fo 
exquifitely  affecting  a  pidfure.  Wc  are  indeed  far  from  be¬ 
ing  able  to  do  juftice  to  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  pathetic 
and  elevated  feenes  which  could  poftibly  be  difplayed,  the 
parting  of  fuch  a  prince,  and  fuch  a  miniftcr. 

The  next  day  a  penfion  of  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
was  fettled  on  Mr.  Pitt  for  three  lives,  and  at  the  fame  time 
a  tide  was  conferred  upon  his  lady  and  her  iffue  ;  a  penfion 

X  the 
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die  heft  be  ft  owed,  and  a  nobility  the  moft  honourably  ac- 
^uire  5  m°ft  truly  merited.  Immediately  the  Gazette 
g~\e  notice  to  the  public  of  all  thefe  tranfaeftions.  The  re- 
ug.^t.cn  made  the  firft  article  ;  the  honours  and  rewards 
t  re  ne.ct  j  and  they  were  followed  by  a  letter  from  our  am- 
ba  lador  in  bpain,  containing  an  account  of  the  favourable 
and  pacific  language  of  that  court,  and  of  the  ftrong  affu- 
ranees  they  gave  of  a  defire  to  accommodate  all  differences 
m  an  amicable  manner. 

It  muft  oe  owned  that  this  manoeuvre  was  very  ikilfully 
executed.  For  it  at  once  gave  the  people  to  underftand 
true  motive  to  the  re  ft  gnat  ion  ;  the  infufnciency  of  that 
motive,  and  the  gracioufnefs  of  the  king  notwithftanding 
^he  abrupt  departure  of  his  minifler.  If  after  this  the  late 
min  liter  fhould  chufe  to  enter  into  oppofttion,  he  muft  go 
into  it  loaded  and  oppreffed  with  the  imputation  of  the 
b.ackeft  ingratitude  ;  if  on  the  other  hand  he  fhould  retire 
nom  bufinefs,  or  fhould  concur  in  fupport  of  that  adminis¬ 
tration  which  he  had  left,  becaufe  he  difapproved  its  mea- 
iures,  his  acquieicence  would  be  attributed  by  the  multitude 
to  a  bargain  for  his  forfaking  the  public,  and  that  the  title 
and  the  were  the  considerations. 

1  befe  were  the  barriers  that  were  oppofed  againft  that 
torrent  of  popular  rage,  which  it  was  apprehended  would 
proceed  from  this  reftgnation.  And  the  truth  is,  they  an- 
iwered  their  end?'  perfedfly  :  This  torrent  for  fome  time  was 
beaten  back,  almoft  diverted  into  an  oppofite  courfe ;  and 
when  afterwards  it  returned  to  thofe  objedls,  againft  which 
it  was  originally  dircdled,  and  where  it  was  moft  dreaded,, 
it  was  no  longer  that  impetuous  and  kreftftible  tide,  which 
in  the  year  1757  had  borne  down  every  thing  before  it;  it 
was  weakened,  divided,  and  ineffedfive. 

On  this  occafton  the  clamours  and  inferior  members  of 
each  party  went  lengths,  which  undoubtedly  were  neither 
a  lit  hori  fed  nor  approved  by  their  leaders.  The  friends  of 
.Mr.  Pitt  raifed  the  moft  violent  clamours  for  difplacing  a 
minifter,  whofe  meafures  had  raifed  the  nation  from  the 
moft  abjedf  flate,  to  the  higheft  pinacle  of  glory.  They 
mid,  that  Ci  he  was  in  fadt  difplaced,  wlien  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  refign,  by  not  being  fuffered  to  carry  into  ex- 
44  ecution  thofe  meafures  which  he  knew  to  be  neceffary  to 
the  honour  and  fafety  of  his  country.  That  the  check 
which  this  mmilfer  had  received,,  would  moft  unfeafon- 
m  “  ably 
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“  ably  revive  the  drooping  hopes  of  France,  funk  by  the 
“  vigour  of  our  military  operations,  and  the  firmnefs  o» 
our  councils  under  his  adminiftration,  and  would  fhew 
4C  Spain  with  what  impunity  Ihe  might  iniult  the  honour  of 
the  Britifh  crown,  and  violate  the  property  of  its  fub- 
jedfs.  They  reckoned  up  the  difgraces  which  the  nati'- 
“  on  had  fuffered  before  Mr.  Pitt  had  entered  into  the 
“  management  of  affairs,  and  the  vi&ories  and  conquefts 

4C  which  were  the  fruit  of  his  councils.  _ 

In  confcquence  of  thele  reafonings,  addrefles,  refolutions 
and  inftrublions  were  fet  on  foot  in  the  great  corporation^  > 
and  it  was  believed  that  the  example  would  be  followed,  as 
on  a  former  occafion  of  the  fame  kind,  by  all  the  other  ci¬ 
ties  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  progreij 
this  meafure,  though  commenced  with  much  alacrit},  w..s 
flow  and  languid  :  a  few  only  of  the  corporations  entered 
into  it,  and  fome  even  of  thele  few  in  a  manner  lefs  warm 
than  was  expebled.  A  ftrenuous  defence  was  made  on  the 

part  of  the  remaimiing  miniftry- 

“  Was  it  ever  heard,  faid  they,  that  a  fovereign  has 
4C  been  cenfured  for  liftening  to  the  whole  body  of  his 
council,  in  preference  to  the  particular  opinions  of  a  fin- 
gle  man  ?  On  the  contrary,  this  uncontrouled  fway  of 
44  a  fingle  minifter  has  been  often  thought  dangerous,  and 
4C  was  always  odious  in  our  free  conftitution  ;  and  is  the 
more  juftly  to  be  difliked,  as  perhaps  inconfiftent  with 
the  true  fpirit,  either  of  abfolute  monarchy,  or  of  lirm- 
<c  ted  government.  Let  the  merit  of  this  minifter  be  wnat 
it  will,  fhall  his  mafter  therefore  be  forced  to  receive 
him  upon  any  terms  ?  Muff  his  prince,  to  gratiiy  his 
ambitious  views,  or  if  you  pleafe,  his  virtuous  intentions, 
difmifs  his  whole  council,  and  annihilate  his  prerogative 
44  as  a  king,  his  reafon  and  judgment  as  a  man  ?  Was  it 
44  ever  heard  before,  that  a  counfellor  has  profefled  with- 
4<  out  anv  referve  or  any  mafk,  that  becaufe  he  could  not 
<c  guide  in  government,  he  would  not  co-opcrate  ?  This 
4C  has  unqueilionabiy  been  the  true  motive  for  the  conduct 
44  of  many  minifters,  but  never  was  the  avowed  motive 
“  until  this  occafipn.  Mr.  Pitt  has  had  the  freeft  fcope  for 
the  exertion  of  his  genius  ;  he  was,  perhaps,  the  only 
44  Englifh  minifter  that  never  met  with  the  (lighted:  oppo- 
44  fttion  ;  he  has  had  the  treafures  and  the  forces  of  the  na- 
u  tion  at  his  moft  abfolute  command  \  let  him,  in  his  turn, 

X  2  "  do 
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.‘I  do  that  juftice  that  has  been  done  to  him;  let  him,  if 
tt  *he  taTOurs  of  the  crown  conftitute  no  obligation,  be 
bound  at  leaft  by  the  rules  of  equity;  and  if  he  will 

«  n0j  ^aLtakf  m  con^u&  of  the  prefent  moft  intricate 
«  j.  •  A-nU  1  bllll.ne^  oi  adminiftration,  let  him  not  ren- 
Gi  it  frill  more  intricate  and  more  difficult  by  his  oppo- 

jltion  ;  and  let  him  not  ftudy  to  find  a  juflihcation  of 
his  meafures,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  thofe  whom  he  has 

left,  when  tnat  ill  fucefs  will  be  owing  to  his  own  devi- 
“  ces. 

points  feem  to  have  been  urged  with  pro- 
pnety  and  weight.  A  torrent,  however,  of  low  and  illibe¬ 
ral  abufe  was  alio  poured  out  on  this  occafion  (a).  His 

whole 


(a)  A  Lsttsr  from  the  Rioht  Hon .  Mr.  Pitt,  to  a  Perfin  of  Emu 

tie  net  in  the  (tty. 

Sir,  London,  OMer  17 . 

pINDIXG,  to  my  great  furprize,  that  the  caufe  and  manner 
of  my  rengning  the  feals,  is  grofly  mifreprefented  in  the  city, 
as  well  as  that  the  moft  gracious  and  Spontaneous  marks  of  his  ma- 
je.ty’s  approbation  of  my  fer vices,  which  marks  followed  my  re- 
lignation,  have  been  infamoufly  traduced  as  a  bargain  for  my  for* 
faking  the  public,  1  am  under  a  neceffity  of  declaring  the  truth 
of  both  t h e fo  facets,  in  ,i  manner  which  I  am  fine  no  gentleman 
will  contradict;  a  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  meafures 
to  be  taken  again#  Spain,  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  honour 
of  the  crown,  and  to  the  moft  eflenrial  national  interefts,  (and  this 
founded  on  what  Spam  had  already  done,  not  on  what  that  court 
may  farther  intend  to  do)  was  the  caufe  of  my  reftgning  the  feals. 
Lord  Temple  and  I  fubmitred  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our 
moft  humble  fentiments  to  his  majefty,  which  being  over -ruled  by 
the  united  opinion  of  all  the  reft  of  the  king  s  fervants,  I  ‘reftgned 
the  feals  on  Monday  the  5th  of  this  month,  in  order  not  to  remain 
refponfible  for  meafures,  which  I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide. 
Moft  gracious  public  marks  of  his  majefty’s  approbation  of  my 
fen/ices  followed  my  refignatiou :  They  areunmerited  and  unfoli- 
cited ;  and  1  ftiall  ever  be  proud  to  have  received  them  from  the 
beft  of  fovereivns. 

O 

I  will  now  only  add,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  explained  thefc 
matter^  only  for  the  honour  of  truth,  not  in  any  view  to  court  re- 
41  n  or  ponhdencefrom  any  man,  who  with  a  credulity,  as  weak  as 

~  '  ...  it 
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whole  life,  public  and  private,  was  feminized  with  the 
utmoft  malignity,  to  furnifh  matter  of  calumny  againft  him. 

The  fucceftes  of  his  adminiftration  were  depreciated  ;  his 
faults  were  monftroufly  exaggerated,  and  the  rewards  and 
honours  fo  juftly  conferred  on  him  by  his  fovereign,  were 
by  every  trick  of  wit,  ridicule,  and  buffoonery,  converted 
into  matter  of  degradation  and  diigrace. 

Without  prefuming  to  take  any  part  in  a  controversy, 
which  (however  unequally)  divided  the  royal  council,  cr 
without  entering  into  the  Sentiments  of  any  fa&ion,  which 
we  have  always  fhunned,  we  may  affirm  with  truth  and 
impartiality,  that  no  man  was  ever  better  fitted  than 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  be  the  minifter  in  a  great  and  powerful  nation, 
or  better  qualified  to  carry  that  power  and  greatnefs  to  their 
utmoft  limits.  There  was  in  all  his  defigns  a  magnitude, 
and  even  a  vaftnefs,  which  was  not  eafily  comprehended  by 
every  mind,  and  which  nothing  but  fuccels  could  have 
made  to  appear  reafonable.  If  he  was  fometimes  incor¬ 
rect  he  was  never  vulgar. 

His  power,  as  it  was  not  acquired,  fo  neither  was  cx- 
ercifed  in  an  ordinary  manner.  With  very  little  parliamen¬ 
tary,  and  with  lefs  court  influence,  he  fwayed  both  at  court 
and  in  parliament  with  an  authority  unknown  before,  to 
the  beft  fupported  minifters.  Pie  was  called  to  the  minif- 
try  by  the  voice  of  the  people  ;  and  what  is  more  rare,  he 
held  it  with  that  approbation  *,  and  under  him  for  the  firit 
time,  adminiftration  and  popularity  were  feen  united.  Un¬ 
der  him  Great  Britain  carried  on  the  moft  important  war 
in  which  {he  ever  was  engaged,  alone  and  unaffifted,  with 
greater  fplendour,  and  with  more  fuccefs  than  fhe  had  ever 
enjoyed  at  the  head  of  the  moft  powerful  alliances.  Alone 
this  ifland  feemed  to  ballance  the  reft  of  Europe. 

In  the  conduCt  of  the  war  he  never  fuffered  the  enemy  to 

breathe. 


it  is  injurous,  has  thought  fit  haftily  to  withdraw  his  good  opini¬ 
on,  from  one  who  ferved  his  country  with  fidelity  and  fuccefs  ; 
and  who  juftly  reveres  the  upright  and  candid  judgment  of  it; 
little  folicitous  about  the  cenfures  of  the  capricious  and  ungene¬ 
rous  :  Accept  my  fincereft  acknowledgments  for  all  your  kind 
ftiendfhip,  and  believe  me  ever  with  truth  and  efteem. 

My  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  friend f  &  r. 


" 
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breathe,  but  overwhelmed  them  with  re-iterated  blows,  and 
Kept  up  the  alarm  in  every  quarter.  If  one  of  his  expedi¬ 
tions  was  not  fo  well  calculated  or  fo  l'uccefsfully  executed, 

amends  were  made  by  another,  and  by  a  third.  The  fpi- 

rit  of  the  nation  once  roufed,  was  not  fuffered  for  a  mo- 
ment  1 9  fubfule  ;  and  the  French,  dazzled,  as  it  were,  by 
the  multitude  and  celerity  of  his  enterprizes,  feemed  to 
mve  loft  all  power  of  refinance.  In  fnort,  he  revived  the 
military  genius  cf  our  people  ;  he  fupported  our  allies  ;  he 
extended  our  trade  ;  he  railed  our  reputation  ;  he  augment¬ 
ed  our  dominions  ;  and  on  his  departure  from  admimftrati- 
on,  left  the  nation  in  no  other  danger  than  that  which  ever 
rnuft  attend  exorbitant  power,  and  the  temptation  which 
may  be,  to  the  invidious  exertion  of  it.  Happy  it  had  been 
tor  him,  for  his  fovereign,  and  his  country,  if  a  temper 
ids  auitere,  and  a  difpolition  more  pradicable,  more  com¬ 
pliant,  and  conciliating,  had  been  joined  to  his  other  great 
virtues.  The  want  of  thefe  qualities  difabled  him  from  ad- 
Ing  any  othcrw ife  tnan  alone  :  it  prevented  our  enjoying 
the  joint  fruit  of  the  wifdom  of  many  able  men,  who  might 
mutually  have  tempered,  and  mutually  forwarded  each 
ether  ;  and  finally,  which  was  not  the  meaneft  lofs,  it  de¬ 
prived  us  of  his  own  immediate  fervices. 

Thofe  who  cenfured  his  political  condud  the  moft  fe- 
verely,  could  raife  but  few  exceptions  to  it ;  none  of  them 
ftngly  and  perhaps,  the  whole  united,  of  no  great  weight 
agamft  a  perfon  long  engaged  in  fo  great  a  feene  of  adion. 

Whether  the  part,  which  under  his  adminiftration  we 
rather  continued  to  ad  than  newly  took,  with  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  Germany,  be  for  the  real  intereft  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  is  a  queftion  of  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  which  per¬ 
haps  will  never  admit  a  fatisfadory  folution.  To  condemn 
him  on  this  head  we  muft  be  fure  of  this  folution.  It  has 
been  obferved  in  favour  of  that  contefted  meafure,  that 
France  demonftrated,  through  the  whole  progrefs  of  the 
late  treaty,  the  moft  earneft  defire,  that  we  Ihould  abandon 
the  German  connedion  ;  no  trifling  argument,  that  our 
enemy  did  not  look  upon  it  to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  our 
interefts.  If  he  has  carried  on  that  war  at  a  vaft  expencc, 
a  prodigious  ftand  has  been  made  againft  the  intire  power 
of  France;  had  lefs  been  expended,  the  whole,  expence 
might  have  been  loft.  How  far  this  part  of  his  condud  wa$ 
agreeable  to  his  former  declarations,  is  a  difeuffion  which 

can 
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can  avail  but  little.  He  found  the  nation  engaged  in  thefe 
affairs ;  it  was  more  eafy  to  pufh  them  forward,  than  to 
extricate  himfelf  from  them  ;  as  he  proceeded,  he  difco- 
vered  by  experience  the  advantages  of  that  plan  of  aftion^ 

and  his  opinion  was  changed.  ^  # 

But  even  admitting,  that,  to  attain  the  ends  of  cppofiti- 
on,  he  had  once  fallen  upon  popular  topics,  which  even 
then  he  knew  were  not  tenable,  it  can  form  but  a  very  fmall 
blemifh  in  a  public  character,  however  wrong  it  may  be  by 
application  to  the  flriCteft  rules  of  morality.  Ill  would  it  fare 
with  flatefmen  if  this  fort  of  confilfency  were  to  be  expect¬ 
ed  from  the  moft  confiftent  of  them. 

With  regard  to  the  penfion  and  title,  it  is  a  fhame  that 
any  defence  fhould  be  necelfary.  What  eye  cannot  diftin- 
guifh,  at  the  firft  glance,  the  difference  between  this  and 
the  exceptionable  cafe  of  titles  and  penfions  ?  What  Briton^ 
with  the  fmalleft  fenfe  of  honour  and  gratitude,  but  muffc 
blufh  for  his  country,  if  fuch  a  man  retired  unrewarded 
from  the  public  fervice,  let  the  motives  to  that  retirement 
be  what  they  would  ?  It  was  not  poflible  that  his  fovereign 
could  let  his  eminent  fervices  pafs  unrequited  ;  the  fumthat 
was  given  was  undoubtedly  inadequate  to  his  merits  ;  and 
the  quantum  was  rather  regulated  by  the  moderation  of  the 
great  mind  that  received  it,  than  by  the  liberality  of  that 
which  bellowed  it. 

The  condud  of  Mr,  Pitt  when  the  parliament  met,  in 
which  he  made  his  own  juftification,  without  impeach¬ 
ing  the  conduct  of  any  of  his  colleagues,  or  taking  one  mea- 
fure  that  might  feem  to  arife  from  difguft  or  oppofition,  has 
fet  a  feal  upon  his  character. 

Lord  Egremont  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him  as  Secre¬ 
tary  for  the  fouthern  department. 

%  t 

CHAP.  IX. 

Difpute  with  Spain .  Reprefentation  of  the  earl  of  BriJloL 
Difpofition  of  the  court  of  Madrid.  "Treaty  between 
France  and  Spain.  England  defires  a  communication • 
Court  of  Spain  refufes .  The  minijlcrs  mutually  withdraw* 
A  rupture . 

THE  unfortunate  intervention  of  Spain  in  the  late  ne¬ 
gotiation,  railed  fo  many  difficulties,  ^nd  created  fo. 

much 
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much  mifchief  both  abroad  and  at  home,  that  it  becomes 
an  acra  in  this  hiftory,  and  it  is  neceffary  we  fliould  purfue 
t  tat  object  from  the  point  at  which  we  left  it,  to  its  final 
andjatal  determination. 

The  anfwer  which  had  been  received  from  the  Spanilh 
minii.er  in  London  was  far  from  being  fatisfaftory  to  our 
court.  Orders  were  immediately  given  to  the  earl  of  BriL 
toi,  our  ambaiiador  in  Spain,  to  remonftrate  with  energy 
ana  firmnefs  on  io  extraordinary  a  proceeding  5  to  adhere 
to  the  negative  put  upon  the  Spanifh  pretenfions  to  fifh  at 
Newfoundland  ;  to  reft  the  article  of  difputed  captures,  on 
the  julhce  of  our  tribunals  ;  to  continue  the  former  profef- 
10ns 1  of  our  defire  of  an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  log- 
v/cou  difpute  ;  and  of  our  willingnefs  to  caufe  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Honduras  to  be  evacuated,  as  foon 
as  ever  his  Catholick  majefty  fhould  fuggeft  a  method  for 
our  enjoyment  of  that  traffic  to  which  we  had  a  right  by 

tieaty,  and  which  was  further  confirmed  to  us  by  repeated 
promifes  from  that  court. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  earl  of  Briftol  was  authorifed 
lo  pioceed  with  that  fpirit,  which  the  offended  dignity  of 
our  court  required,  and  to  bring  Spain  to  a  categorical  and 
iiit  is  factory  declaration,  concerning  her  final  intentions  5 
Vwt  if  he  perceived  on  her  part  any  intention  to  difavow  or 
even  to  explain  away  this  oftenfive  tranfa&ion,  he  was  rea¬ 
dily  to  accept  it,  and  to  afford  to  that  court  as  handfome  a 
retreat  as  polhblc.  I  he  letter  which  conveyed  thefe  in~ 
ftru&ions  was  written  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  dated  on  the  28th  of 

July,  a  few  days  after  the  fatal  memorial  had  been  deliver¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Bully. 

I  he  carl  of  Briftol  punctually  obeyed  thofe  orders*  He 
found  General  Wall,  the  Spanifh  minifter,  much  in  cold 
blood,  and  in  very  equivocal  difpofitions.  He  heard  with 
great  patience  the  proper  and  energetic  reprefentation  that 
had  been  very  ably  made  by  the  earl  of  Briftol.  He  ap¬ 
plauded  the  king  of  Great  Britain’s  magnanimity  in  not 
filtering  b  ranee  as  a  tribunal,  to  be  appealed  to  in  his  dis¬ 
putes  with  Spain  ;  and  declared,  that  in  the  propofition 
>vrhich  had  been  made  with  the  confent  of  his  court,  things 
were  not  considered  in  that  light ;  afked  whether  it  could 
be  imagined  in  England,  that  the  Catholic  king  was  feek- 
iug  to  provoke  us  in  our  prefent  moft  flourifhing  and  moll 
exalted  fit  nation,  and  after  fuch  a  feries  of  profperous  events 


as 
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as  no  Angle  nation  had  ever  met  with?  He  valued,  and 
reciprocally  returned,  our  frequent  profeffions  of  frienafhip 
and  our  defire  of  amicable  adjuftmcnt.  But  thefe  favoura¬ 
ble  demonftrations  were  accompanied  with  fome  circum- 
fiances,  that  had  a  very  menacing  appearance.  IJ  or  in 
the  fir  ft  place,  he  declated  that  at  that  time  the  utmoft 
harmony  fubfilled  between  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain.; 
that  in  confequence  of  their  perfect  agreement,  there  was  a 
mutual  unreferved  communication  of  every  ftep  taken  in 
their  feveral  negotiations  with  England  ;  that  f  ranee  had 
even  offered  to  ailift  Spain,  in  cafe  the  difeuflions  fhc  had 
with  us  fhould  grow  into  a  rupture  ;  and  that  this  offer  was 
confidered  in  a  friendly  light.  Such  an  intimate  union  of 
a  third  power  with  one  of  the  parties  at  war,  forebodes  no 
long  duration  to  its  friendfhip,  or  even  to  its  neutrality 
with  the  other.  If  Spain  juftified  the  proceedings  of  f  ranee, 
and  owned  herfelf  concerned  in  them,  it  was  but  one,  and 
that  a  fhort,  ftep*  to  a  jundlion  with  her. 

As  to  the  three  matters  in  difpute,  the  Spanifh  mmifter 
refolutely  adhered  to  them  all  ;  and  as  to  the  laft  (  that  of 
the  logwood)  he  obferved,  that  Great  Britain  had  offered 
them  nothing,  but  what  they  had  long  fince  been  tired  of, 
treaty  and  negotiation  ;  that  this  matter  had  been  already 
fully  difeuffed  ;  and  that  on  this  head  Spain  had  given  the 
moft  convincing  proofs  of  her  defire  to  be  on  the  beft  terms 
with  England  ;  for  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  before 
England  had  grown  terrible  by  her  fucceffes,  when  their 
American  governors  had  endeavoured  to  diflodge  the  En¬ 
gl  ifh  from  fome  new  eftablifhments  on  the  coaft  of  Hondu¬ 
ras,  they  had,  at  the  complaint  of  our  court,  in  order  to 
take  away  all  caufe  of  miftruft,  ordered  the  governor  to 
debit  from  fo  juftifiahle  an  enterprize.  T  hat  on  the  offer 
of  England  on  this  occafion  to  fettle  matters  in  an  amicable 
manner,  they  chearfully  agreed  to  that  method.  But  that 
fix  years  had  elapfed  without  their  receiving  the  lead  fails- 
faction.  They  even  alleged  that  the  Englifb  encroach¬ 
ments  on  their  coafts  in  that  time  increafed. 

In  this  manner  the  Spaniards  vindicated  the  form  and  the 
matter  of  their  proceeding  :  they  fhewed  no  foit  of  difpofi- 
tion  to  relax  from  their  claims  3  but  at  the  fame  time  they 
no  longer  infilled  on  blending  together  the  feveral  difcuffi- 
ons  ;  and  they  profeffed  in  general,  though  net  very  warm 
terms,  a  ddire  of  continuing  in  amity  with  us.  With  re- 

Y  gard 
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gard  to  the  matter  in  difpute,  the  pretenfions  of  both  pow~ 
ers  Hood  in  this  pofture  throughout  the  whole  difeuflion  ; 
except  that  they  were  urged  with  more  or  lefs  afperity,  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  fluctuating  difpofition  of  the  court  of  Spain* 
which  feemed  to  reft  upon  no  fure  and  fettled  principals. 
There  were  probably  two  factions  in  her  councils  who  as 
they  alternately  prevailed,  changed  the  language  and  counte¬ 
nance  0 f  the  Spanifti  minifter.  However,  for  fomc  time  the 
afpecl  of  things  continued  on  the  whole  to  be  rather  fa¬ 
vourable  ;  and  even  an  exprefs  declaration  was  at  length 
jnade,  that  Spain  had  been,  at  no  time,  more  intent  on 
cultivating  a  good  correipondence  with  us.  But  ftill  the 
French  intereft  filently  gained  ground  at  Madrid  ;  the  con- 
fidental  communications  of  that  court  with  Spain  ;  her  af- 
feCted  moderation  in  the  treaty  ;  the  dangerous  greatnefs  of 
England  ;  the  common  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
every  part  of  which  muft  fuffer,  both  in  its  dignity  and  fafe- 
ty,  by  allowing  the  principal  of  its  branches  to  be  pruned 
to  the  quick  :  thefe  points  were  urged  with  continual  folli- 
citation ;  and  they  allured  the  Spaniards  that  even  the  ftgn- 
ing  an  alliance  between  the  fovereigns  of  the  two  nations, 
would  intimidate  England,  already  exhaufted  by  the  war, 
and  apprehenfive  of  loftng  the  valuable  commerce  file  car¬ 
ried  on  with  Spain. 

Thefe  arguments  and  fuggefKons  at  length  prevailed, 
and  a  treaty  was  figned  between  the  two  courts,  the  pur- 
pofe  of  which  was  to  preferve  from  oppreflion,  and  to 
maintain  the  interefts  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  This  al¬ 
liance  was  of  a  nature  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  turned  up¬ 
on  family  not  national  intereft,  and  becaufe  not  ftating  ex¬ 
actly  its  objeCts,  it  might  be  made  juft  of  what  extent  they 
pleafed.  We  make  no  mention  of  any  other  treaty  than 
this,  of  itfelf  fufficiently  alarming,  becaufe  whatever  fuf- 
picions  maybe  entertained,,  there  is  no  certainty  that  any 
other  has  been  concluded  between  thofe  powers. 

France  had  obtained  in  this  treaty  almoft  all  that  fhe 
aimed  at ;  by  it  fhe  entered  into  the  clofeft  conne&ion  with 
Spain  ;  this  connection  did  not  indeed  feem  direCtly  of  ne- 
ceflity  to  conclude  a  breach  with  England  ;  it  led  to  it  how¬ 
ever,  almoft  inevitably.  Atfirft  the  whole  tranfaCtion  was 
kept  a  profound  fecret  ;  the  inferiority  of  the  marine  of 
Spain,  and  the  precarioufnefsof  their  fupplies  from  America, 
in  cafe  they  came  to  a  prefent  rupture  with  England,  obliged 

them 
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them  to  this  temporary  rcferve.  France  took  care  that  this 
treaty  fhouldnot  tranfpire  untill  the  negotiation  was  broken 
off  ;  and  Spain,  whilft  fhe  was  under  thefe  apprehcniions, 
exhibited  thofe  occafional  proofs  of  a  pacific  dilpontion, 
which  we  have  juft  now  feen.  But  as  foon  as  Trance  had 
loft  all  hopes  of  concluding  the  negotiation  in  the  manner 
fliehad  wifhed,  and  had  failed  in  the  ufe  fhe  made  of 

the  intervention  of  the  claims  of  Spain,  fhe  circulate  ^  wit 

great  induftry  a  report,  that  Spain  would  immediately  de¬ 
clare  againft  Great  Britain,  inconfequence  of  a  treaty  lately 

concluded  among  the  Bourbon  courts. 

England  found  that  thofe  boafts  of  the  French  were  too 
confidently  made,  and  too  generally  believed,  to  be  a  toge¬ 
ther  without  foundation.  In  confequence  of  thefe  appre- 
henfions,  orders  were  fent  to  Spain,  to  demand  in  the  meat 
moderate  terms,  but  in  a  manner  not  to  be  evaded,  a  com¬ 
munication  of  this  treaty,  ot  at  leaft  a  difavowal  that  it  con¬ 
tained  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  Great  Britain. 
before  thefe  orders  could  reach  Spain,  lord  Briftol  had  him- 
felf  received  intelligence  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  hopes, 
which  the  French  made  no  fecret  ot  their  deriving  from 
that  fource.  He  therefore  thought  himfelf  under  a  neceftity 
of  defiring  fatisfadion  from  the  Spanifh  fecretary  of  ftate 

concerning  it.  , 

Upon  this  application  there  appeared  on  a  fudden  luch  a 
change  in  the  countenance,  language,  and  fentiments  of 
that  minifter,  as  indicated  but  too  fully  the  juftnefs  of  the 
fufpicions  that  were  entertained.  The  Spanifh  flota  was 
now  fafely  arrived  with  a  very  rich  cargo  ;  the  French  arms 
had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  king  s  eleToral  do¬ 
minions  ;  the  fuccefs  of  the  Imperial  arms  was  no  lefs  ftrik- 
ing ;  the  reafons  for  their  former  fhew  of  moderation  no 
longer  exifted.  They  therefore  gave  a  loofe  to  thofe  move¬ 
ments  which  they  had  hitherto  concealed.  Ad.  Wall,  evad¬ 
ing  a  diredl  anfwer,  entered  into  a  long  and  bitter  com¬ 
plaint,  not  only  of  the  treatment  which  Spain  had  received 
from  us,  but  of  the  haughtinefs  of  our  late  proceedings  with 
France  ;  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  open  their  eyes,  and 
not  to  fuffer  a  neighbour,  an  ally,  a  relation,  and  a  friend, 
any  longer  to  run  the  rifque  of  receiving  fuch  rigid  laws  as 
were  preferibed  by  an  infulting  conqueror  *,  that  we  were 
intoxicated  with  our  fucceffes  ;  and  a  continued  feries  of 

victories  had  elated  ps  fa  far,  as  to  make  us  rejedt  the  rea- 

y  2  fonable 
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fonable  conceffion  offered  by  France.  This  refufal  made  it 
ei  1  tnt  tnai  our  defign  in  ruining  the  French  power,  was 
tne  more  eafily  to  crudi  Spain  ;  that  we  propofed  entirely 
to  crate  the  French  from  all  their  colonies  in  America  to 
nave  the  eaiier  tafk  in  feizing  on  the  Spanjfh  dominions  in 
t  ole  paits,  thereby  to  fatisfy  to  the  utmoft  of  our  ambition, 
and  to  gratify  our  boundlefs  third:  of  conqued ;  therefore 
ire  wculd  hinrfelf  be  the  man  to  advife  the  king  of  Spain, 
tnat  hnce  his  dominions  were  to  be  overwhelmed,  at  lead: 
that  they  fliould  be  fiezed  with  arms  in  his  fubjedis  hands, 
and  not  to  continue  the  pafliye  victim  he  had  hitherto  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

1  he  Lnglilh  ambadador,  though  adonifhed  at  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary  a  change  of  diie,  replied  with  coolnefs  to  the  invec- 
tiyrs,  and  with  firm nefs  to  the  menaces  of  the  Span! dr  mi- 
nider ;  he  obviated  the  objections  which  had  been  made, 
and  fupported  our  pretendons  ;  after  anfwering  in  the  bed 
manner  to  what  M.  Wall  had  urged,  he  returned  to  his 
hid  demand,  an  explanation  concerning  the  treaty:  as  often 
as  a  direct  anfwer  was  evaded,  the  fame  quedion  was  again 
put  ;  and  at  length  the  only  reply  was,  that  the  king  of 
opam  had  thought  proper  to  renew  his  family  ccmpctft ;  and 
then  Mr.  Wall,  as  if  he  was  gone  farther  than  he  was  au¬ 
thorised,  fuddenly  turned  the  difcourfe,  and  no  farther  fatif- 
fption  could  be  obtained, 

i  his  revolution  in  the  appearances  of  things  in  Spain, 
was  too  interefting  not  to  be  immediately  communicated. 
Our  minidry  faw  evidently,  that  the  moderation  they  had 
hitherto  displayed,  might  be  attributed  to  fear,  and  that  the 
language  of  the  court  ot  Spain  would  permit  no  doubt  of 
their  hodile  intenfions.  Orders  were  therefore  given  to 
tne  earl  of  Bridol,  conformable  to  dignity  of  the  nation, 
and  the  judice  of  our  claim.  He  was  ordered  to  renew  his 
in  dances  concerning  the  treaty  ;  to  demand  an  explanation 
v»ith  a  proper  brmnefs,  but  without  the  mixture  of  any 
thing  which  might  irritate  ;  and  to  dgnify,  that  a  peremp¬ 
tory  refufal  to  communicate  the  treaty,  or  to  difavow  an 
intention  to  take  part  with  our  enemies,  would  be  confi¬ 
ded  as  an  aggredion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  an  abfo- 
lute  declaration  of  war. 

1  hings  were  now  brought  to  a  Tingle  and  precife  point. 
The  demand  was  made  in  the  terms  of  the  order.  Then 
it  was  that  the  pride  of  Spain  entirely  threw  of  the  remain¬ 
der. 
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der  of  that  mafk,  which  her  policy  had  perfuaded  her  to 
affume  ;  the  fecretary,  M.  Wall,  replied,  “  That 

the  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  of  difeord,  which  Dec.  To. 
«  dictated  this  inconfiderable  Hep,  and  which  for 
*c  the  misfortune  of  mankind  llill  reigns  lo  much  in  the 

Britifh  oovernment,  is  what  has  made  the  declaration  of 

war,  and  attacked  the  king’s  dignity  ;  and  that  the  Earl 
<c  of  Briflol  might  return  when  and  in  what  manner  was 
<c  convenient  to  him.” 

The  Earl  of  Briflol  parted  from  Madrid  the  17th  of  De¬ 
cember  ;  and  thus  was  brought  on  a  rupture  which  has 
prodigioufly  extended  the  operations,  and  consequently  the 
miferies  of  war,  and  threatens  to  protect  them  to  a  very 
long  duration.  Europe  unfortunately  found  herfelf  plunged 
into  the  gulph  of  a  new  war,  at  the  time  fhe  hoped  .  to 
emerge  from  the  old  one,  and  by  the  very  means  which 
were  ufed  to  draw  her  out  of  it.  A  point  of  honour  alone 
feemed  to  have  been  the  laft  and  immediate  caufe  of  the 
breach  ;  but  whoever  has  diligently  attended  to  the  Spanifh 
affairs  from  the  memorial  prefented  by  Bufly  to  the  final 
anfwer  delivered  by  W all,  will  fee  that  the  motives  were, 
however  ill  underflood,  of  a  much  more  ferious  and  impor¬ 
tant  nature. 

As  the  two  powers  had  now  come  to  extremities,  and  the 
Englifh  ambaffador  had  departed  from  Madrid,  the  Spanifh 
minifler  alfo  quitted  London  ;  but  before  his  departure  he 
left  a  paper,  in  the  nature  of  a  manifefto,  of  very  little  im¬ 
portance  in  point  of  argument,  but  filled  with  inveftives, 
charging  the  war  on  the  haughtinefs  of  the  late  Englifh 
minifler,  and  on  the  little  refpedlwith  which  his  court  had 
been  treated,  both  during  the  adminiflration  of  that  minifler, 
and  fince  his  refignation.  That  had  the  purport  of  the 
treaty  been  defired  in  a  manner  lefs  offenfive  to  the  dignity 
of  his  mafler,  it  might  as  eafily  have  been  obtained,  as  it 
could  have  been  juflified  ;  for  the  treaty, which  was  believ¬ 
ed  to  have  been  figned  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  contained 
only  a  reciprocal  guaranty  of  the  dominions  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  but  with  this  particular 
reflri&ion,  that  it  fhould  only  extend  to  the  dominions 
which  fhall  remain  to  France  after  the  prefent  war. 

It  muft  be  remarked  that,  this  paper,  whilfl  it  pretends 
to  fet  fori 
4oes  not 


hthe  purport  of  a  treaty  dated  the  15th  of  Auguft, 
deny  the  exiftence  of  any  other  treaty,  which 
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might  more  offenfively  concern  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain, 
It  was  however  anfwered  in  every  article  with  the  utmoft 
moderation,  perfpicuity  and  force,  in  a  memorial  of  lord 
Fgremont.  Hereweclofe  the  Spanifh  tranfa&ion  ;  as  this 
is  the  whole  of  what  belongs  properly  to  the  year  we  treat 
of.  All  that  remains  for  us  to  do,  is  to  touch  upon  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft  Indies  and  America. 

C  H  A  P.  X. 

Blockade  of  Pondicherry .  D if  refs  of  the  French .  Fleet  dif- 
perjed  in  a  form .  Fleet  returns.  Fown  furrenders • 
.Maine  taken .  Enterprifes  of  Mr .  Law.  Mogul’s  army 
defeated  by  Major  Carnac .  Nabob  of  Bengal  depofecl 

Coaf  of  Sumatra  ravaged  by  the  count  d’Efaing .  Domi¬ 
nica  taken  by  lord  Rollo  and  Sir  fames  Douglas . 

f  ^  T*  E  R  the  defeat  of  the  French  near  Wandewafh, 
jtjL  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  fortreffes  of  Chitteput  and  Carrical,  Pondicherry  was 
the  only  fpace  of  confequence  which  remained  to  our  ene¬ 
mies  in  India.  This  town,  beautifully  built,  ftrongly  forti¬ 
fied,  and  four  leagues  in  circuit,  feemed  rather  the  capital 
of  a  kingdom,  than  a  trading  eftablifhment.  It  is  fituated 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  about  forty  miles  from  our  fettle- 
ment  at  Madrafs,  which  in  the  days  of  its  profperity  it  ri¬ 
valled,  if  not  exceeded  in  trade, opulence  and  fplendor  ;  and 
it  ftill  remained  the  depofitory  of  whatever  wealth  was  left 
to  the  French,  after  the  reverfe  of  their  fortune  in  war. 

As  foon  as  the  fortreffes  adjacent  to  this  important  place 
had  been  reduced,  and  the  inland  country  brought  perfectly 
to  our  interefts  by  the  total  expulfion  of  the  French,  the 
blockade  of  Pondicherry  was  commenced  by  the  land  forces 
under  colonel  Coote,  and  the  marine  under  admiral  Stevens. 
A  regular  liege  was  at  tha-t  time  impracticable  on  account 
of  the  periodical  rains,  which  were  daily  expeCIed  ;  and 
even  under  more  favourable  circumftances  it  would  have 
proved  a  talk  of  infinite  difficulty  to  attempt  any  army  that 
could  be  fupported  in  India,  the  taking  of  a  place  fo  ftrongly 
/fortified,  defended  by  a  good  garrifon,  and  by  an  officer  able 
and  refolute,  and  whofe  pride  and  obftinlacy,  fo  prejudicial 
on  all  other  occafions,  would  have  made  him,  as  in  effe$: 
they  did  make  him,  perfevere  to  the  very  laft  moment,  in 
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the  defence  of  the  laft  flake,  which  the  French  had  left  in 

^Th'e  blockade  being  therefore  chofen  as  the  moll  eligible 
for  the  time,  was  continued  with  the  beft  difpofitions,  and 
the  moll  extraordinary  patience  on  both  fides,  for  full  feven 
months.  In  this  time  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  fuffered 
forely  by  famine.  Col.  Coote,  in  order  to  augment  their 
diflrefs,  erected  batteries  at  a  diflance,  not  with  a  view  of 
ruining  the  walls,  but  to  harrafs  the  enemy  by  an  encreafe 
of  garrifon  duty. 

At  length  when  the  weather  appeared  fettled,  four  batte¬ 
ries  were  raifed  at  fome  diftance  to  enfilade  the  ftreets  of 
Pondicherry,  whilft  others  were  advanced  nearer  in  order 
to  play  upon  the  works.  Thefe  operations,  though  the  fiege 
was  not  yet  formally  undertaken,  commenced  on  the  26th 
of  November,  1760,  but  as  the  feafon  of  the  rains  and  winds 
was  not  yet  quite  over,  much  was  fuffered  from  ftorms, 
which  ruined  the  batteries  and  approaches.  They  were 
however  always  repaired  with  the  utmoft  alacrity  and  fpeed, 
and  the  fiege  fuffered  no  intermiflion.  So  that  the  befieged, 
who  eagerly  expeded  the  arrival  of  their  fleet  to  their  relief, 
were  reduced  to  the  moft  extreme  diflrefs.  They  lived  on 
camels,  elephants,  dogs,  and  cats.  The  extreme  fcarcity 
and  dearnefs  even  of  this  wretched  provifion,  increafed  their 
mifery.  Sixteen  roupies  (half  crowns)  had  been  paid  for 
the  flefh  of  a  dog. 

In  the  midft  of  this  diflrefs  their  hopes  were  fuddenly  re¬ 
vived,  and  thofe  of  the  befiegers,  notwithftanding  the  pro- 
grefsthey  had  made,  almoft  totally  depreffed.  On  the  firff: 
of  January  1761,  one  of  thofe  terrible  ftorms,  fo  frequent 
in  the  Indian  fea,  and  fo  ruinous,  drove  the  Englifh  fquadron 
from  before  Pondicherry.  Two  fhips  of  the  line  were 
wrecked,  and  their  crews,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  men,  entirely  perifhed.  Two  others  of  the  fame  clafs 
were  driven  afhore,  and  beat  to  pieces.  The  men  fortu¬ 
nately  efcaped.  The  real  damage  which  our  fleet  fuftained 
on  this  occafion,  together  with  the  idea  of  a  far  greater, 
fuggefted  by  their  own  defires,  and  juftified  by  the  violence 
of  the  ftorm,  elevated  to  the  highefl  pitch  the  fpirits  of  the 
garrifon,  funk  by  difeafe,  famine,  fatigue,  and  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  train  of  adverfe  fortune.  General  Lally  feeing  the 
port  clear,  fent  an  exprefs  without  delay  to  the  French 
agent  in  the  neighbouring  neutral  fettlements,  that  this  was 

the 
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the  time  to  throw  in  fuccours ;  he  Teemed  fanguine  and  full 
of  vigour.  The  letter,  which  was  intercepted,  is  printed 
below  (a))  as  it  may  tend  to  furnifh  fome  idea  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  lingular  man* * 

But  admiral  Stevens,  and  thofe  who  commanded  under 
him,  exerting  themfelves  with  unparalleled  diligence  and  ce¬ 
lerity,  appeared  again  before  Pondicherry  in  lefs  than  four 
days  after  the  ftorm,  with  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  one 
frigate,  and  the  blockade  was  as  compleat  as  ever.  No  fuc- 
cours  had  been  thrown  in,  and  admiral  Stevens  in  order  to 
prevent  the  ill  impreffion  which  the  late  difafter  might  have 
occafioned,  fent  a  meflage  to  the  neighbouring  Dutch  and 
Danifh  fettlements,  of  the  good  condition  and  ftrength  of 
the  remainder  of  his  fleet,  and  allured  them  he  would  make 
prize  of  fuch  veflfels  as  he  found  infringing  the  neutrality  by 
attempting  to  fupply  the  enemy. 

Notwith Handing  this  mortifying  difappointment,  M. 
Lally  made  no  propofal  to  furrender.  The  fiege  was  carried 
on  with  redoubled  alacrity;  and  at  length  a  large  battery 
being  advanced  within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the 
rampart,  a  breach  being  effected,  and  not  more  than  one 


(a)  Tranfiation  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  general  Lally,  to 
Raymond,  the  French  ref  dent  at  Pullicat,  dated  Pondicherry, 
the  2 d  of  January  1761. 

Mr.  Raymond, 

nr  HE  Englijh  fquadron  is  no  more,  Sir ;  oiit  of  the  twelve 

*  fhips  they  had  in  our  road,  feven  are  loft,  crews  and  all ; 
the  four  others  difmafted  ;  and  it  appears  there  is  no  more  than 
one  frigate  that  has  efcaped  ;  therefore  don’t  lofe  an  inftant  to 
fend  11s  ohelingoes  upon  chelingoes  loaded  with  rice;  the  Dutch 
have  nothing  to  fear  now  ;  befides  (according  to  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions)  they  are  only  to  fend  us  no  provifions  themfelves,  and  we 

are  no  more  blocked  up  by  fea. 

The  favinp-  ot  Pondicherry  has  been  in  your  power  once  alrea¬ 
dy  ;  if  you  nufs  the  prefent  opportunity,  it  will  be  entirely  your 
fault ;  do  not  forget  alfo  fome  finall  chelingoes .  offer  great  re¬ 
wards  :  1  expert  feventeen  thoufand  Morattoes  within  thefe  four 
days.  In  fliort,  rifque  all,  attempt  all,  force  all,  and  fend  us  fome 
rice,  fiipuld  it  be  but  half  a  garfe  at  a  time. 

Signed.,  LALLlc 


t 
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day’s  provifion  of  any  kind  remaining,  a  fignal  was  made  for 
a  ceflation  of  arms  ;  the  principal  of  the  Je  Suits,  together 
with  two  Civilians  came  out,  and  offered  terms  of  capi¬ 
tulation.  The  governor  preferving  all  his  haughtinefs, 
which  neither  his  errors  nor  misfortunes  could  in 
.the  lead:  abate,  declined  to  offer  any  terms  ;^he  Jan.  1 5. 
fient  out  a  paper  full  of  inve£lives  againft  the  En- 
glifh,  for  the  breach  of  treaties  relative  to  India  5  he  alledged 
that  thofe  breaches  disqualified  him  from  propofing  any 
terms  ;  and  in  confequence  he  rather  Suffered  our  troops  to 
take  pofiefiion  of  the  place,  than  formally  Surrender  it.  As 
the  governor  refufed  to  capitulate,  the  propolal  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  was  little  regarded,  and  the  city  of  Pondicherry, 
with  a  garrifon  of  about  fourteen  hundred  European  fol- 
diers,  a  vaft  quantity  of  military  (lores,  and  great  riches, 
was  given  up  at  diferetion  to  our  victorious  arms. 

Nothing  can  be  faid  too  highly  of  the  conduct,  perfeve- 
ranee,  and  unanimity  of  the  land  and  fea  Services  during  a 
tedious  fiege  and  blockade  of  eight  months,  in  a  climate  fo 
unfavourable  to  all  military  operations.  Colonel  Cootegave 
the  final  blow  to  the  French  power  in  India  ;  he  was  now 
indifputed  mailer  of  the  rich  coail  of  Coromandel  ;  the 
French  power  was  wholly  extirpated  ;  the  neutral  nations 
Were  contemptible  ;  the  princes  of  the  country  confidered 
us  with  an  aweful  regard,  and  nothing  but  a  little  French 
fettlement  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  called  Mahie,  (and 
which  was  foon  after  reduced)  oppofed  our  commanding  the 
whole  trade  of  that  vaft  peninfula  of  India  from  the  Ganges 
to  the  Indies,  the  moll  extenfive  and  profitable  Sphere  of 
commerce  in  the  world. 

Whilft  every  thing  was  giving  way  to  our  arms  in  the 
Southern  parts  of  this  peninfula,  the  affairs  of  France,  which 
in  Bengal  had  been  to  all  appearance  totally  fupprefted,  rofe 
up  again  for  a  moment  from  a  quarter,  and  in  a  manner, 
which  was  little  expeCled.  After  the  taking  of  Chandena- 
gore  by  admiral  Watfon  in  the  year  1757,  Mr.  Law,  (ne¬ 
phew  to  that  Law  who  had  made  himfelf  fo  well  known  by 
the  Miffifippi  Scheme)  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
French  fugitives,  which  was  augmented  from  time  to  time 
to  about  two  hundred  men.  With  this  Small  party  he 
threw  himfelf  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  joining 
himlelf  Sometimes  to  one.  Sometimes  to  another  of  the  na¬ 
tive  pnnees,  as  his  interefl  led  him  y  he  rendered  himfelf 

Z  confiderable 
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conflderable  by  feveral  finking  fervices,  and  fupported  the 
credit  of  his  little  corps  with  a  very  high  reputation. 

The  Great  Mogul  having  fome  time  fince  been  depofed 
by  an  irruption  of  the  Marrattas,  and  dying  foon  after,  one 
of  his  fons,  Sha  Zaddah,  aflumed  the  title,  and  was  fup¬ 
ported  by  fome  of  the  provinces  of  that  extenfive  and  dif- 
united  empire ;  he  was  oppofed  by  others  \  and  though  he 
was  at  the  head  of  a  royal  army  of  his  native  fubjedls, 
fuch  is  the  Hate  of  the  military  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
that  he  confidered  an  handful  of  European  fugitives,  as  an 
acquisition  of  the  greatefl  importance,  and  fuch  as  might 
turn  the  ballance  againfl  any  weight  of  Indians,  which 
might  be  thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale.  In  fa&,  it  was  to 
Mr.  Law  he  attributed  the  redudtion  of  feveral  conflderable 
proyinces  to  his  obedience. 

Elated  with  thefe  fucceiles,  Law  perfuaded  him  to  turn 
his  arms  againfl  Bengal,  which  had  not  acknowledged  him  ; 
it  was  a  rich  and  flourifhing  country,  and  the  pofTeflion  of 
it,  would  undoubtedly  contribute  more  than  all  the  refl  to 
fet  him  on  the  throne  of  the  Moguls.  Here,  unfortunately 
for  him  the  evil  genius  of  Law  impelled  him  to  encounter 
again  with  thofe  arms,  by  which  the  interefl  of  his  country 
had  been  before  ruined  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  which 
indeed  were  thofe  only,  from  which  he  had  a  great  deal  to 
fear.  Sha  Zaddah  entered  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  80,000  Indians  and  fomething  more 
than  200  French.  1 

■  .  .  .  1 

The  French  fupport  was  more  prejudicial  to  his  title  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Englifh,  than  any  other  objedlion,  and  as 
they  were  now  become  the  arbiters  of  crowns  in  the  Eafl, 
they  joined  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  to  oppofe  his  progrefs. 
About  20,000  blacks  fupported  by  500  Englifh  foldiers, 
formed  the  army  againfl  him.  A  major  (major  Carnac) 
commanded  that  body,  which  engaged,  and  totally  routed 
an  army  of  fourfeore  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the 
Mogul  in  perfon.  That  prince  was  taken  prifoner;  Mr. 
Law  was  aifo  taken,  and  the  party  of  French  adventurers 
difperfed  for  ever.  It  is  not  yet  known  with  certainty,  in 
what  manner  they  mean  to  difpefe  of  their  captive  monarch. 
It  v/as  fome  heightening  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  this  great 
event,  that  it  happened  on  the  fame  day  in  which  the  French 
agreed  to  the  furrender  of  Pondicherry. 

A  little  before  this,  Jaffier  Ali  Cawn^  the  Nabob  who, 

‘  '  ‘  4  *  in 


*>  K  t 

^he  History  bf  the  War.  435 

in  1757,  had  been  placed  in  that  dignity  by  general  Clive, 
notwithftanding  the  terrifying  example  of  his  predecefior, 
by  his  weaknefs  and  mifgovernment,  drew  on  himfelt  the 
hatred  of  his  fubjedts,  and  loft  the  protection  ct  the  Lnglifh. 
But  as  his  ambition  was  the  feebleft  of  his  paflions,  he  con- 
fented  quietly  to  quit  the  throne.  The  revolution  was  et- 
feaed  without  bloodfhed,  his  fon-in-law  was  appointed  in 
his  room  j  and  as  the  whole  tranfaaion  was  with  the  con- 
fent  and  co-operation  of  the  Englifh  governor  V  anfittart, 
the  old  privileges  of  the  company  were  confirmed,  and  new 
were  acquired  :  the  Englilh  in  Bengal  were  Decome  n^celiary 
to  the  government  of  that  country,  and  every  cnange  pro¬ 
duced  Something  to  their  advantage.  .  . 

It  is  certain,  that  the  period  of  this  war  in  the-  Eaft  in¬ 
dies,  has  been  marked  by  as  many  ftriking  events,  uncom¬ 
mon  circumftances,  and  fmgular  reveries  or  fortune,  as  any 
that  have  happened  from  the  time  of  our  knowledge  of  this 

part  of  the  world.  <  _ 

It  can  hardly  be  faid,  that  this  feries  of  profperity  was 
interrupted  by  the  fuccefsful  attempts  of  the  count  d  Eftaigh. 
This  lively  adventurer,  with  the  command  of  no  more  than 
two  ordinary  frigates,  had  in  Odlober  1 7 59>  tahen  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  Englifh  fettlement  of  Bender-AbafTi$  on  the  Per— 
fian  gulph  ;  he  then  ftruck  over  to  the  ifland  of  Sumatra, 
where  we  carry  on  our  mold  confiderable  commerce  in  pep¬ 
per  ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  following  April,  reduced 
Bencoolen,  the  principal  fettlement,  and  all  the  reft  of  our 
forts  and  factories  on  that  ifland,  which  made  a  defence  al¬ 
together  as  unworthy  of  the  reft  of  our  condu&  in  India,  as 
that  of  the  count  d’Eftaign  was  fuperior  to  the  efforts  of  his 
Countrymen  in  that  quarter.  This  bold  adventurer,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  derive  lb  much  honour  from  the  vigour  of 
Iiis  eritefprize,  as  difgrace  from  having  made  them  againft 
the  moft  facred  law  of  arms  :  if  what  is  faid  is  true,  that  he 
was  at  the  very  time  a  prifoner  upon  parole. 

In  America  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  one  of  thofe  iflands 
called  Neutral,  but  which  the  French  had  fortified  and  fet¬ 
tled,  was  reduced  by  a  fmall  armament  under  lord  Rollo 
and  Sir  James  Douglas.  North  America  was  perfe&ly 
quieted  by  a  peace  with  the  Clierokees.  Colonel  Grant 
reduced  them  to  this  necefiity,  by  penetrating  with  great 
Courage  and  perfevefance  into  their  country,  and  deftroying 
fifteen  of  their  towns,  and  alinoft  their  whole  harveft. 
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State  of  Europe  in  the  beginning  of  this  year .  Ill  fate  of 
the^  Britifb  alliance.  (Condition  of  the  northern  powers . 
If'ar  reaches  to  the  fouthcrn.  Family  compa5ly  Some 
articles  from  it.  Obfer  vat  ions  upon  them ,  Confequen- 
ces  of  this  treaty  to  Europe .  War  declared  againf  Spain , 
State  of  Spain  and  Great  Britain  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  between  them .  Advantages  and  difadvantages  on 

each  fide. 
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THE  c!o fe  of  the  year  1761  left  the  affairs  of  all  Eu¬ 
rope*,  both  military  and  political*  in  the  moft  in- 
terefting  htuation,  in  which  they  have  flood,  at 
perhaps  any  period  of  our  modern  hiftory.  The  endea¬ 
vours  which  had  been  made  to  bring  about  peace  amongfl 
the  belligerent  powers,  ferved  only  to  incrcafe  their  ani- 

,  mofity* 
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mofity.  And  at  the  fame  time  they  brought  into  light  and 
exertion,  thofe  latent  motives  and  difpofitions  to  war,  which 
had  long  lurked  in  other  powers  under  the  veil  of  neutrali¬ 
ty  ;  and  had  only  been  kept  down  fometimes  by  irrefoluti- 
on  of  temper  in  perfons,  and  fometimes  by  want  of  fyftem 
in  politics*  Thefe  ineffectual  endeavours  for  peace  produ¬ 
ced  alio  many  occafions  of  quajrrel  and  debate,  that  wer£ 
abfolutely  new. 

To  the  north  there  was  no  appearance  of  relenting  m  any 
one  of  the  powers  engaged.  It  was  not  to  be  cxpeci.ee, 
that  the  confederacy,  which  had  held  together  fo  long,  and 
under  fuch  difficulties  and  difappointments,  fhould  now 
break  to  pieces,  juft  at  the  moment  when  the  ftates  which 
compofed  it  feemed  in  a  condition  to  reap  the  mature  fruits 
of  their  unanimity  and  perfeverance.  I  he  king  of  Pruilia 
was  not  in  a  ftate  either  to  allure  or  to  intimidate.  Great 
Britain  could  not  increafe  his  fubndy,  nor  reinforce  his  ar¬ 
mies.  The  allied  army  in  Weftphalia  played  a  defenfive, 
and,  on  the  whole  of  the  campaign,  a  lofing  game  ;  and 
there  was  nobody  fo  fanguine  as  to  think  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  could  increafe  her  ftrength  in  Germany,  where  Ihe 
paid  already  100,000  men,  and  expended  five  millions  an¬ 
nually. 

Although  nothing  feems  more  certain  in  a  general  view 
of  the  political  fyftem,  than  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  is  not 
the  natural  and  neceffary  ally  of  this  nation ;  yet  his  fortune 
neither  was,  ftnee  the  beginning  of  the  war,  nor  is  it  now 
3  matter  of  indifference  to  us. 

The  late  Mr.  Shippin  was  of  opinion,  that  the  power  of 
France  was  become  an  obje<ft  of  much  Iefs  terror  lince  the 
growth  of  the  power  of  Ruffia.  But  he  never  imagined  it 
poffible,  that  all  the  great  continental  powers  of  Europe 
fhould  ever  be  united  with  France  ;  and  that  they  fhould 
confpire  to  load  her  fcale  inftead  of  ballancing  it.  He  never 
could  forefee,  what  has  aCIually  happened  in  this  war,  that 
this  very  power  of  Ruffia  could  co-operate  with  b ranee, 
and  even  with  Sweden ;  and  what  is  full  as  extraordinary, 
that  both  thefe  latter  could  co-operate  with  Auftria  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  in  effe£f  the  fyftem,  which  had  been  eftablifhed  by 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  ;  that  fyftem,  which  it  had  been 
the  great  drift  of  policy,  and  the  great  objeft  of  war  to 
both  France  and  Sweden  in  the  laft  century  to  eftablifh  and 
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to  confirm,  and  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  conftantly  to  op- 
pofe.  The  deftrudtion  of  the  king  of  Pruftia  feemed  to  in¬ 
clude  the  deftrudtian  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia;  becaufe 
he  is  the  only  power  in  the  empire  capable  of  afferting  the 
independency  of  its  members,  and  fupporting  the  declining 
credit  of  the  Proteftant  caufe.  ^ 

The  total  ruin  of  Saxony,  with  fuch  circumftances  of 
unpardonable  cruelty  by  that  prince  himfelf,  and  the  ex- 
liaufted  flats  of  all  the  other  Proteftant  members  of  the 
empire,  have  narrowed  that  intereft  more  and  more  to  the 
fingle  objedl  of  Pruflia.  As  this  intereft  was  firft  formed 
in  the  empire,  fo  its  condition  there  cannot  fail  of  having 
the  moft  lenfible  influence  on  all  the  potentates  of  the  fame 
communion.  Even  in  this  light,  England  had  an  intereft 
*kat  the  King  of  Truilia  fhould  not  be  entirely  crufhed  by 
the  prevalence  of  a  combination  compofed  in  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  manner,  that  its  fuccefs  mu  ft  necelfarily  produce  a 
total  revolution  in  the  fyflem  of  Europe,  and  draw  on  a 
feries  of  confequences,  which,  though  it  is  •  impoftible  to 
particularize,  muft  have  undoubtedly  been  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  and  alarming  nature. 

But  there  was  an  intereft  yet  nearer  to  us,  the  fate  of 
our  own  army  in  Germany,  which  could  not  furvive  the 
deftrudtion  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  for  an  hour.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  rendered  the  profpedl  of  the  campaign  in  Ger¬ 
many  very  gloomy  ;  as  there  was  no  fort  of  ground  to  fup- 
pofe  that  this  prince,  upon  whofe  fate  fo  many  important 
interefts  immediately  depended,  could  hold  out  to  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  fummer.  Befides,  Denmark  (hewed  no  favourable 
difpofltions  towards  us ;  and  Holland  difeoverod  evident 
marks  of  coldnefs,  if  not  of  abfolute  alienation.  Such  was 
the  difpofition  of  the  powers  in  the  north. 

The  fouthern  powers  of  Europe,  whofe  total  inconnec- 
tiqn  with  the  caufes,  and  whofe  great  remotenefs  from  the 
feat  of  war  might  appear  fufHcient  to  enfure  their  tranquil¬ 
lity,  began  to  enter  into  adtion  with  a  fpirit  equal  to  that  of 
any  of  the  parties,  who  had  from  the  beginning  a&ed  as 
principals  ;  new  fewel  was  heaped  upon  the  fire  of  conten¬ 
tion,  which  had  wafted  fo  many  nations,  juft  as  it  feemed 
to  be  on  the  point  of  expiring. 

That  alliance  between  the  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  of  which  we  have  fpoken  iaft  year,  and  which  is 
fo  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Family  Compact,  is  one 
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of  the  mo#  extraordinary  tranfa&ions  of  this,  or,  perhaps, 
of  any  time.  It  has  already  produced  fome  cffedts  anfwcjr- 
able  to  its  defign  j.  it  may  produce  others  ftill  more  impor¬ 
tant  j  and  on  the  whole  muff  be  coniidcred  as  an  event  of 
the  mod  extenfive,  lading,  and  alarming  influence. 

The  treaty  of  Vienna  in  1756,  between  France  and 
Audria,  has  certainly  contributed  not  a  little  to  give  that 
new  turn  to  affairs,  by  which  almod  all  the  difeourfes, 
that  have  hitherto  been  written  on  the  intereds  of  princes, 
are  rendered  erroneous,  and  of  little  ufc  in  future  ^pecula¬ 
tions.  That  treaty,  however,  though,  it  :eems  entirely^ to 
have  disjointed  the  antient  fyflem  of  alliance  by  which 
France  was  formerly  counterpoifed,  may,  poflibly,  not  be 
fo  much  a  lading  change,  as  a  temporary  and  excentric  de¬ 
viation  from  the  fphere 'in  which  the  houfe  of  Audria  had 
formerly  movred,  and  into  which  it  feems  fo  futiable  to  her 
natural  and  permanent  intereft  to  return.  The  Bourbon 
compadt  is  of  a  different  nature ;  and  it  feems  to  have  at 
length  produced  that  intire  union  between  the  French  and 
Spanifh  monarchies,  which  was  fo  much  dreaded  on  the 
death  of  Charles  II,  and  which  it  was  the  great  purpofe  of 
the  treaty  of  partition,  and  the  war  of  the  grand  alliance 
to  prevent.  W e  have  feen  it  take  place  in  our  days,,  com¬ 
paratively  with  very  little  notice  ;  fo  much  greater  is  our 
prefent  ftrength  ;  or  fo  much  greater  wTas  the  apprehenfx- 
on  in  thofe  days,  than  the  danger  of  the  adtual  event  in  the 
prefent. 

It  was  a  bold  pufh  in  France  to  attempt,  and  an  uncom¬ 
mon  fuccefs  to  procure,  towards  the  clofe  of  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  difgraceful  war,  an  alliance  of  this  kind.  France 
could  not  have  expedled  from  the  mod  fortunate  iflue  of  her 
.  affairs,  an  advantage  fo  great  as  that  which  fhe  derived 
from  her  uncommon  didreffes.  It  is  fome  time  fince  the 
jealoufy  of  her -power  has  began  to  abate.  But  in  fa  61  her 
fecurity,  and  (frobably  too  her  power,  will  be  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  this  very  circumdance.  Indead  of  forming  fuch 
an  object  as  alarmed  mankind,  and  againd  which  all  Eu¬ 
rope  ufed  to  unite,  fhe  is  herfelf  become  the  centre  of  an 
alliance,  which  extends  from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern 
extemity  of  Europe ;  and  fhe  was  in  this  war,  adtually 
united  with  Ruflia,  Sweden,  Audria,  the  Empire,  Spain, 
and  Naples  ;  to  fay  nothing  of  Denmark,  with  which  fhe 
had  alfo  fome  conneftions. 

With 
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«  Ylul  0t!ier  nat^ons5  however,  her  ties  are  comparative¬ 
ly  -nght :  but  the  engagements  of  the  Bourbon  compact 

>iHi  rather  an  adt  of  incorporation  than  an  alliance.  It 
contains  ftipulations  hitherto  unheard  of  in  any  treaty.  By 
tne  2.3d  and  24th  articles,  the  fubjedts  of  the  feveral  branch- 
es  ot  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  are  admitted  to  a  mutual  natu¬ 
ralization,  and  to  a  participation  of  fuch  privileges  and  im¬ 
munities,  as  if  they  were  natural  born  fubjedfs  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  their  refpedUve  fovereigns.  The  diredt  trade  to 
America  forms  the  only  exception  to  this  comprehenfive 
communitive  of  ihterefts.  The  tenor  of  this  article  is  of  in¬ 
finite  confequence  to  the  general  trading  intereft  of  Europe; 
all  theftates  of  which,  by  the  25th  article  of  the  fame  al¬ 
liance,  are  excluded  from  any  profpedt  of  obtaining  fimiiar 
advantages. 

A  his  forms  a  civil  union  m  almoft  the  ftridteft  fenfe  ;  the 
political  union  is  even  more  perfedF  By  the  iff  and  16th 
articles,  the  two  monarchy  of  France  and  Spain  agree  to 
look  upon  every  power  as  their  enemy,  which  becomes  an 
enemy  of  the  other  ;  that  a  war  declared  againft  either, 
ihall  be  regarded  as  perfonal  by  the  other ;  and  that,  when 
they  happen  to  be  both  engaged  in  a  war  again!!  the  fame 
enemy  or  enemies,  they  will  wage  it  jointly  with  their 
whole  forces  ;  and  that  their  military  operations  fhall  pro¬ 
ceed  by  common  con  fen  t  and  with  a  perfedt  agreement. 

By  the  26th  article,  they  agree  reciprocally  to  difclofe 
to  each  Other  their  alliances  and  negotiations. 

By  the  17th  and  18th,  they  formally  engage  not  to  make, 
or  even  to  liften,  to  any  propofal  of  peace  from  their  com¬ 
mon  enemies,  but  by  mutual  confent ;  being  refolved,  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  as  in  time  of  war,  each  mutually  to  con - 
Jtder  the  inter  efts  of  the  allied  crown  as  its  own  ;  to  compen - 
fate  their  feveral  Ioffes  and  advantages,  and  to  a£l  as  if  the  two 
monarchies  formed  only  one  and  the  fame  power .  The  king  of 
the  Sicilies,  and  the  infant  duke  of  Parma  are  comprehend¬ 
ed  in  this  treaty. 

Here  is  the  model  of  the  moft  perfedt  confederacy. 
'There  is  but  one  reftridtion  to  the  extent  of  this  fcheme  ; 
but  this  particular  reftridtion  is  a  key  to  the  whole  treaty  ; 
as  it  fhews,  in  the  moft  fatisfadlory  manner  againft  what 
object  it  was  principally  diredted.  For  by  the  8th  article  it 
is  provided,  that  Spain  fhall  not  be  bound  to  fuccour  France, 
when  fhe  is  engaged  in  a  war  in  confequence  of  her  engage¬ 
ments 
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meats  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  or  other  alliances  with 
the  princes  and  dates  of  Germany  and  the  north ,  unlefs 
fome  maritime  power  takes  part  in  thofe  wars ,  or  France 
be  attacked  by  land  in  her  own  country.  1  his  exception 
of  the  maritime  powers  indicates  fufHciently  tnat  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  this  article  is  to  affedf  England,  and  fervcs  to  point 
out  clearly,  though  obliquely,  to  the  other  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  that  their  connedlion  with  England  is  the  great  cir- 
cumftance  which  is  to  provoke  the  enmity  of  Spain. 

It  fhould  feem  that  this  treaty  alone,  when  once  its  true 
nature  came  to  be  difcovered,  if  no  other  caule  exifted, 
woulddiave  been  fufficient  to  juftify  Great  Britain  in  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war  againft  a  monarchy,  which  had  united  it- 
felf  in  fo  intimate  a  manner  with  her  enemy,  that  it  was 
rendered  impoftible  to  diftinguifli  the  one  from  the  other. 
In  this  point,  however,  prudence  was  to  interpofe,  and 
circumftances  to  diredfc.  It  was  not  therefore,  untill  eve¬ 
ry  attempt  to  bring  Spain  to  a  clear  declaration  of  pacific 
intentions  had  been  tried  without  fuccefs,  in  the  manner 
(lie  have  already  feen,  that  war  was  adlually  declared  againft 
her.  This  declaration  was  made,  on  our  part,  in  London, 
the  2d  of  January  of  the  prefent  year. 

Since  Great  Britain  was  a  kingdom,  file  never  was  in 
.  fuch  a  doubtful  and  dangerous  fituation  ;  for  at  this  time 
we  was  engaged,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a  war,  not  only 
with  all  the  great  continental  powers,  but,  what  is  more 
material,  with  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  maritime 
ftrength  of  Europe.  According  to  the  ordinary  computa¬ 
tions,  the  navy  of  Spain  confided  of  more  than  ico  men 
of  war;  and  though  the  French  navy  was  greatly  reduced, 
it  became  of  conlideration  when  added  to  the  Spanifh. 
Great  efforts  were  made  to  render  it  rcfpcdtablc.  Several 
communities  in  France  engaged  to  fit  out  men  of  war  at 
their  own  expence;  and  in  general  that  whole  people  felt, 
after  having  been  funk  under  a  long  defpondency,  a  momen¬ 
tary  glow  of  hope  and  animation  from  this  alliance,  lo  pow¬ 
erful  in  its  real  ftrength,  and  in  its  principals  fo  flattering 
to  the  national  vanity.  The  glory  of  their  royal  houfe,  was, 
on  this  occafion,  united  with  the  fafety  of  their  country. 
They  were  reinforced  by  the  moft  cordial  amity  of  a  power 
untouched  in  its  refources  of  men,  money,  and  ftorcs  ; 
whilft  Great  Britain  was  exhaufted  of  men  by  her  many 
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victories,  and  her  refources  were  finking  under  a  debt  of 
more  than  one  hundred  millions. 

Befides  a  rude  fhock  had  been  lately  given  to  the  fyfteut 
of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  which  might  be  fuppofed,  in  fome 
degree,  likely  to  affeCt  public  credit.  The  part  which  Mr.- 
Pitt  might  finally  take,  and  the  conferences  which  might 
refult  from  his  actions,  were  extremely  undetermined  ;  nor 
was  it  at  all  clear,  what  degree  of  harmony  and  real  confi¬ 
dence  continued  amongft  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fubfiffing 
adrniniftration.  All  thefe  con  fid  orations  could  not  fail  of 
infpiring  France  with  great  confidence. 

Great  Britain,  under  thefe  cireumftances,  had,  however, 
fome  things  in  her  favour.  The  hope  of  plunder  which 
always  attends  a  Spanifh  war,  difpofed  the  minds  of  many 
towards  the  prefent ;  and- was  lure  to  call  forth  a  very  vigo¬ 
rous  exertion  both  of  public  and  private  ftrength.  This 
circumftance  alfo  infured  the  fupplies. 

With  regard  to  the  adrniniftration,  their  delay  in  entering 
into  this  Spanifh  war,  contrary  to  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
his  refignation  in  confequence  of  this  delay  ;  the  neceffity, 
which  fo  foon  after  appeared,  of  engaging  in  hoftilities, 
and  which,  to  the  bulk  of  the  people,  feemed  to  juftify  ths 
fentiments  of  that  minifter,  together  with  a  recollection  of 
the  fingular  fpirit  with  which  the  French  war  had  been  car¬ 
ried  021,  muff  neceffaoly  have  excited  them  to  the  mod 
ffrenous  efforts,  and  to  every  a Ct  of  laudable  emulation. 
There  was  a  neceffity  of  {hewing,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  the  wifdom  of  its  councils,  were  not  confined  to 
a  fingle  man  ;  and  it  was  fhewn  effectually. 

We  had  alfo,  to  ballancethe  great  ftrength  derived  from 
the  extraordinary  combination  of  our  enemies,  that  uni¬ 
form  tenor  of  fuccefs  on  our  fide,  which  made  our  people 
believe  themfelves  invincible.  This  was  notan  unground¬ 
ed  prefumption,  or  a  dream  of  enthufiafm  ;  their  juit  opini¬ 
on  of  fuperior  courage,  together  with  the  folid  experience 
derived  from  fuch  a  variety  of  fervices,  and  fo  many  fharp 
conflicts  by  fea,  and  land,  all  combined  to  make  our  forces 
feem,  and  be,  almoft  irrefiftible. 

Spain,  011  the  other  hand,  had,  in  the  very  conftitution 
of  her  power,  an  eilential  defeCt,  which  expoled  her  on 
this,  as  upon  all  other  occafions.  Her  refourcesy  though 
very  great,  are  not  within  herfelf ;  and  consequently  are 
hot  always  at  her  command,  being  fubjeCt  not  only  to  be 
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intercepted  by  the  operations  of  the  war,  but  to  be  de* 
ftroyed  or  loft  by  the  -cafualty  of  long  voyages  ;  and,  Ui 
every  event,  are  liable  to  delay  and  disappointment. 

CHAP.  II. 


Portugal  threatened.  Melancholy  Jlate  of  that  kingdom. 
Arrogant  proportion  of  the  French  and  Spanijh  minijters 
to  the  court  of  Lijlon .  Anfwer  of  that  court .  Several 
memor  ials.  Reflation  cf  the  king  of  Portugal.  fTer}ch 
mid  Spanijh  minifers  depart.  War  declared  by  thoje 

powers  agalnf  Portugal. 

SUCH  was  our  fituation,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  at. 

the  breaking  out  ot  this  new  war.  Something  extraor¬ 
dinary  was  to  be  expected  from  the  confederacy  of  t  c 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  It  was  not,  however,  altogether  cer¬ 
tain  where  the  florm,  that  was  gathering,  would  fall. 
There  were  apprehenfions  for  the  peace  of  Italy  ;  Holland 
had  fome  caufe  of  dread  ;  and  menaces  were  ufed  in  that 
quarter.  But  Portugal  feemed  to  be  moft  endangered,  on 
account  of  her  clofe  and  natural  connexion  with  Great 
Britain,  her  internal  weaknefs,  the  antient  claims  of  the 
Catholic  king,  and  the  opportunity  of  inyafion ;  that 
kingdom  being  on  all  fides,  except  to  the  fea,  in  a  manner 

inclofed  by  Spain.  ...  r> 

Public  conjecture  was  not  miftaken  in  fixing  upon  Por¬ 
tugal.  No  mention  was  made,  indeed,  of  the  Spanifh  pre- 
lenfions  to  that  crown  ;  but  a  resolution  was  taken  not  only 
to  oblige  her  to  renounce  all  friendfhip,  but  to  violate  her 

neutrality  with  Great  Britain. 

No  attempt  was  ever  defigned  with  lefs  appearance  of 
juftice  ;  no  propofition  was  ever  made  with  more  arrogance 
and  defpotifm  to  an  independent  fovereign  ;  and  no  fcheme 
feemed,  according  to  every  human  appearance,  fo  certain 
of  fuccefs. 

The  kingdom  of  Portugal,  on  the  recovery  of  her  li¬ 
berty;  which  happened  in  the  year  1640,  found  herfelf 
ffripped  of  the  greateft  part  of  thofc  acquifitions,  in  both 
Indies,  which  had  been  the  principal  fources  of  her  power, 
and  the  great  monuments  of  the  captivity  of  her  former 
kings  and  commanders.  During  the  interval  of  her  fub- 
jedion,  new  commcrical  powers  had  rifen,  fome  on  the 

A  a  2  ruins 
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ruins  of  her  fortune,  and  others  upon  different  but  not  lefs 
iubffantial  foundations,  though  the  Brazils  were  recover¬ 
ed,  and  Goa  and  fome  other  places  in  India  remained  Hill 
to  Portugal,  her  maritime  power,  and  the  fhare  of  trade, 
on  which  it  depended,  were  not  recoverable.  Contrary  to 
the  fate  of  other  nations,  who  have  fhaken  off' a  foreign  do¬ 
minion,  The  did  not  owe  her  liberty  to  great  abilities, 
Whilif  the  United  Provinces  were  hrft  freed,  and  after¬ 
wards  aggrandized,  by  the  capacity  of  the  princes  of 
Orange,  and  whilft  Pruffia,  from  an  inconfiderable  and  de¬ 
pendent  principality,  grew  into  a  formidable  monarchy  by 
the  genuis  of  her  fovereigns,  Portugal  continued  to  lan¬ 
guid  in  a  ftate  of  mediocrity.  Without  any  fymptoms  of 
danger  to  her  exiifence,  fhe  fuffered  a  gradual  decay  of  her 
power  and  confideration.  The  character  of  her  govern¬ 
ment  was  narrow  and  biggoted,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  her 
commerce  prepofferous.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  a  long  peace 
added  to  the  refhurces  of  her  revenue,  it,  on  the  other, 
abfolutely  annihilated  her  military;  and  no  country  in  the 
world  had  an  army  fo  complete  in  numbers,  fo  ill  furnifh- 
ed  with  arms,  fo  deficient  in  difeipline,  and  fo  wholly  un¬ 
provided  of  able  and  experienced  officers. 

In  this  condition  fhe  fuffered  a  fatal  blow  from  the  earth¬ 
quake  in  1756.  The  wealthy  and  dourifhing  city  of  Lifbon 
was  laid  level  with  the  ground  ;  near  30,000  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were  buried  in  the  ruins  ;  and  thofe  who  remained, 
ivith  the  court  itfelf,  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
and  mifery. 

As  if  this  earthquake,  which  overturned  their  capital, 
had  alfo  fhaken  and  deitradled  the  frame  of  their  government, 
and  the  temper  of  their  minds,  the  moft  dreadful  diftempers 
broke  out  in  the  ftate,  A  feries  of  horrid  crimec,  and  of 
cruel  punifhments,  fucceedea  to  this  calamity.  The  moff 
noble  and  wealthy  family  of  Portugal,  having  engaged  it-  1 
/elf  in  a  facrilegious  attempt  on  the  life  of  their  fovereign, 
was  cutoff  at  once,  with  little  diftinclion  of  fex  or  age,  by 
£  bloody  and  dreadful  exertion  of  juftice.  Many  others, 
who  were  accufed  pr  fufpedfed,  fuffered  death,  or  exile, 
or  imprisonment,  Amongft  thefb,  and  from  the  fame  cau- 
/es,  one  of  the  moffconfiderable  religious  orders  for  wealth, 
influence,  and  policy,  was  ftripped  of  its  poffeffions,  and 
entirely  driven  out  of  the  country. 

All  thele  circumftance-s  left  this  unhappy  kimgdom  in  the 

utmofi 
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Utmoft  weaknefs  and  confufion.  All  thofe,  and  they  .were 
not  a  few,  who  were  attached  by  conne&ion  of  blood  or 
intereft  to  the  nobles  that  had  fullered,  or  by  religious  pre¬ 
judice  to  the  Jefuits  who  had  been  expelled,  could  neter 
be  cordially  relied  upon  by  the  crown,  and  weie  probably 
as  little  inclined  to  any  extraordinary  efforts  in  favour  of  a 
government,  which  their  refentments  muft  have  represent¬ 
ed  to  them  as  no  better  than  a  bloody  tyranny. 

Fhe  Bourbon  confederacy  had  fome  ground  to  fuppofe 
that  Portugal,  in  this  fituation,  would  not  have  courage  to 
withftand  their  menaces,  and  much  lets  ability  for  any  long 
time  to  refift  their  efforts.  The  Spanifh  army  overfpread 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal ;  the  commerce  of  corn  between 
the  two  kingdoms  was  prohibited,  and  every  thing  threat¬ 
ened  a  fudden  inyafion.  In  the  midlf  of  theie 
hoffile  preparations,  the  French  and  Spanifh  mi-  Mar.  6. 
jiifters  prefented  a  joint  memorial  to  the  court  of 
Lifbon  which  was  followed  by  feveral  others.  Tne  pur¬ 
port  of  thefe  memorials  was  to  perfuade  his  moft  faithful 
fnajefty  to  enter  into  the  alliance,  and  co-operate  in  thd 
meafures  of  the  two  crowns,  againft  Great  Britain. 

It  was  noteafy  to  find  very  convincing  argumehts  to  in¬ 
duce  Portugal  to  adopt  fo  extraordinary  a  change  of  fyftem. 
The  united  crowns,  in  a  memorial  which  was  figned  by 
the  ambaffadors  of  both,  muffed  largely  on  the  tyranny 
which  Great  Britain  exerted  upon  all  powers,  efpecially  the 
maritime,  and  upon  Portugal  among  the  reft ;  on  the  par¬ 
ticular  infult  which  had  been  offered  to  her  jurifdidfion,  by 
Bofcawen’s  attack  on  de  la  Clue’s  fquadron  in  a  Portugucfe 
harbour ;  on  that  affinity,  by  which  the  two  monarchs  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  are  as  clofely  connected  by  the  ties  of 
blood,  as  all  powers  are  by  a  common  intereft,  to  oppofe 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  Englifh. 

Whatever  thefe  arguments  were  deficient  in  reafon,  was 
jnade  up  by  a  ftrong  inftnuation  of  force.  The  memorial 
concluded  with  a  declaration,  that,  as  foon  as  his  mofl  faith¬ 
ful  majefty  had  taken  his  refolution,  which  they  doubted 
not  would  prove  favourable,  their  army  was  ready  to  enter 
Portugal,  and  to  garrifon  the  principal  ports  of  that  king¬ 
dom,  in  order  to  prevent  the  dangers  to  which  they  might 
be  expofed  from  the  attempts  of  the  Englifh. 

The  two  minifters  added  to  this  extraordinary  memori¬ 
al,  that  they  were  ordered  by  their  courts  to  demand  a  ca¬ 
tegorical 
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f«gorica!  anfwer  in  four  days  ;  and  that  any  delay,  bevond 
that  time,  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  negative. 

I  he  fituation  of  Portugal  was  at  this  time  certainly  wor- 
thy  o f  compaffion.  It,  contrary  to  her  known  interefts, 
contrary  to  her  antient  connections,  and  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  fhe  fhould  engage  in  this  offenfive  alliance,  the 
inuit  expeCt  to  fee  her  territories  and  her  colonies  expofed 
to  the  formidable  navies  of  England.  I  his  however  dan¬ 
gerous  condefcenfion  was  not  to  fccure  her,  by  her  own 
ad,  fhe  would  have  put  herfelf,  bound  hand  and  foot,  into 
the  power  of  the  Bourbon  alliance  ;  and  having  received 
foreign  garrifons  into  all  her  places  of  ftrength,  would 
have  reduced  herfelf  to  the  condition  of  a  province  to  Spain. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  fhe  adhered  to  her  faith,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  maintain  her  independency,  an  army  of  llxty 
thouiand  men  was  ready  to  enter  her  territories,  which 
contained  no  place  of  real  ftrength,  and  which  had  not 
twenty  thoufand  troops,  and  thofe  ill  armed,  and  worfe 
difciplined,  to  defend  it. 

In  this  emergency,  the  firmnefs  of  the  king  of  Portugal 
was  eminent,  and  fuch  as  muft  deliver  his  name  to  pofterity 
with  the  moft  diftinguifhed  advantage.  He  refolved  ftea- 
dily  to  adhere  to  his  antient  and  natural  alliance,  and  to 
brave  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  that  he  might  preferve 
his  fidelity  inviolable ;  following  that  generous  maxim  of 
king  John  of  France,  that  if  good  faith  were  to  be  banifhed 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  ought  to  be  found  in 
the  breaft  of  fovereigns. 

His  anfwer  to  this  infuiting  propofition  was  humble  and 
moderate,  but  firm :  he  obferved,  that  the  ties,  which 
equally  united  him  to  Great  Britain  and  the  two  crowns, 
rendered  him  as  proper  a  mediator  to  them  all,  as  they 
made  it  improper  for  him  to  declare  himfelf  an  enemy  to 
any  of  them  ;  that  his  alliance  with  England  was  antient, 
and  therefore  could  give  no  offence  at  this  conjuncture  ; 
that  it  was  purely  defenfive,  and  therefore  innocent  in  all  its 
circumftances  ;  that  the  late  fufFerings  of  Portugal  difabled 
her  (in  cafe  fhe  were  willing)  from  taking  part  in  an  offen- 
iive  war,  into  the  calamities  of  which,  neither  the  love  his 
faithful  inajefty  bore  to  his  fubjeCts  as  a  father,  nor  the  du¬ 
ty  by  which  he  was  bound  to  them  as  i  king,  could  fuffer 
him  to  plunge  them.  Finally,  he  reminded  the  catholic 
king  of  his  pacific  difpofitions,  by  which,  on  former  occa- 
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fions,  he  had  yielded  fo  much,  to  preferve  peace  between 

the  two  kingdoms.  r 

This  reafonable  and  moderate  anfwer  drew  on  replies, 
which  more  and  more  difclofed  the  true  character  and  fpi- 
rit  of  the  Bourbon  confederacy.  T*hey  denied  that  the  al¬ 
liance  with  England  was  purely  defensive,  or  intirely  inno¬ 
cent  ;  and  for  this  unheard-of  reafon,  that  the  defenfive  al¬ 
liance  is  converted  into  an  often  five  one,  from  the  filiation 
of  the  Portuguefe  dominions ,  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
Englijh  power:  the  Englifh  fquadron,  faid  they,  cannot 
keep'the  fea  in  all  feafons,  nor  cruize  on  the  principal  coafts 
for  cutting  off  the  French  and  Spanifh  navigation,  without 
the  ports  and  the  afliflance  of  Portugal  ;  that  thefe  iftand- 
ers  could  not  infult  all  maritime  Euiope,  if  all  the  itches  of 
Portugal  did  not  pafs  into  their  hands  ;  that  therefore  Por¬ 
tugal  &furnifhes  them  with  the  means  to  make  war  ;  and 
their  alliance  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain  is  offen- 

five. 

Certainly,  the  filiation  of  a  country  was  never  before 
given  as  a  reafon,  however  it  might  have  ferved  as  a  fecret 
motive,  for  declaring  war  againft  it.  Nor  was  it  before 
heard,  that  the  common  advantages  of  trade,  derived  from 
a  neutral  nation,  could  be  deemed  an  a£t  of  hoftility.  Thefe 
were  rather  infults  than  arguments.  And  the  whole  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  united  crowns  were  in  the  fame  ftrain  ;  they 
undertook  to  judge  for  Portugal  of  the  pretended  yoke  which 
was  impofed  upon  her  by  England,  and  which  fhe  could 
not  herfelf  dilcover  ;  to  refent  injuries  for  her,  for  which 
fhe  had  received  and  accepted  fatisfaclion  ;  and,  as  if  this 
had  not  been  indignity  fufRcient,  they  infultingly  inform 
the  king  of  Portugal,  that  he  ought  to  be  glad  of  the  nececejfi- 
ty  which  they  laid  upon  him  to  make  life  of  his  reafon ,  in 
order  to  take  the  road  of  his  glory ,  and  the  common  inter  eft. 
This  neceflity  was  the  immediate  march  of  their  army  to 
take  poffeftion  of  his  dominions. 

So  extraordinary  a  treatment  neither  intimidated  the  king 
from  the  firmnefs  of  his  refolution,  nor  provoked  him  to 
change  from  the  moderation  of  his  language.  He  main¬ 
tained,  that  the  treaties  of  league  and  commerce,  which 
fubfifted  between  Portugal  and  Great  Britain,  are  fuch  as 
the  law  of  God,  of  nature,  and  of  nations,  have  always 
deemed  innocent.  He  intreated  their  moft  chriftian  and 
catholic  majefties  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  crying  injuftice 

of 
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©fpurfuing  againft  Portugal,  the  war  kindled  againft  Great 
Britain  ;  he  defired  them  to  confider,  that  they  were  giving 
an  example,  which  would  produce  the  deftrudtion  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  that  there  was  an  end  of  the  public  fafety,  if  neutral 
nations  were  to  be  attacked,  becaufe  they  have  defenfive 
treaties  with  the  belligerent  powers  ;  that  a  maxim  fo  de¬ 
ft  r  active  would  occafion  defolation  in  all  Europe,  the  mo¬ 
ment  a  wTar  was  kindled  between  any  two  ftates  ;  that,  there¬ 
fore,  if  their  troops  fhould  enter  his  dominions,  he  would, 
in  defence  of  his  neutrality,  endeavour  to  repulfe  them  with 
all  his  forces,  and  thofe  of  his  allies  ;  and  he  concluded  with 
this  magnanimous  declaration,  that  it  ivould  aff'edi  him  lefis, 
though  reduced  to  the  laj }  extremity ,  of  which  the  Great 
fudge  is  the  foie  arbiter ,  to  let  the  laji  tile  of  his  palace 
fall,  and  to  fee  his  faithful  fubjedls  fpill  the  laji  drop  of 
their  bloody  than  to  facrifice ,  together  with  the  honour  of 
his  crown ,  all  that  Portugal  holds  mojl  dear ;  and  to  fub- 
tnit ,  by  fuch  extraordinary  means,  to  become  an  unheard-of 
example  to  all  pacific  povoers ,  who  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  neutrality ,  whenever  a  war  frail  be 
kindled  between  other  powers ,  with  which  the  former  are 
CGnnedied  by  defenfive  treaties.  When  this  final  refolution 
was  thus  fpiritedly  declared,  paffports  were  de- 
April  27.  manded  for  the  ambaffadors  of  the  two  crowns* 
who  immediately  departed  ;  and,  in  a  little  time 
after,  France  and  Spain  jointly  declared  war  againft  Portu- 

gaL 

We  have  dwelt  fome  time  upon  this  tran faction  :  we 
hope  the  reader  will  not  think  the  narrative  drawn  into  a 
'blame-able  length.  The  fubje<ft  is  interefting,  the  proce¬ 
dure  uncommon,  and  the  example  alarming.  This  war 
againft  Portugal  was  the  firft  fruit  of  the  Bourbon  compadl : 
they  fliewed  very  early  to  the  world,  what  it  was  to  expert 
from  the  maturity  of  this  league  ;  when  they  were  fo  ele¬ 
vated  by  the  fuperiority  they  imagined  they  had  attained, 
even  in  forming  it,  that  they  thought  themfelves  difpenfed 
from  thofe  decorums,  and  .pi audible  appearances,  which  the 
moft  ambitious  princes  commonly  make  ufe  of,  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  their  moft  ambitious  defigns.  If  they  had  invad¬ 
ed  Portugal  without  any  declaration  at  all,  it  might,  per¬ 
haps,  be  confidered  as  a  piece  of  convenient  injuftice,  which 
they  left  to  the  previous  neceftity,  and  fubfequent  fuccefs  of 

their  -affairs,  to  juflifv  as  they  could)  but  fo  many  memo¬ 
rials 
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rials  and  reafonings  on  the  fubjcft,  fhew  that  this  oppreffion 
was  deliberate,  and  that  they  had  not  been  driven  to  it  by  a 
fodden  emergency,  but  that  it  became  a  regular  and  avowed 

part  of  their  political  fyftem, 

Having  laid  open  the  manner  in  which  the  fouthein  part 
of  Europe  fo  furprifingly  became  engaged  in  this  war,  it  is 
now  our  bulineis  to  relate  in  what  manner  fome  oi  the 
northern  parts  were  as  lurprifingly  extricated  out  of  it. 

CHAP.  III. 

Death  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  of  Raffia.  Her  chamber. 
State  of  the  power  of  Ruff  a  on  hev  deceafc.  Her  nephew , 
Peter  III.  fucceeds .  Intire  change  of  fyfiem.  Peace  with 

Brujfa.  Peace  between  Prujfa  and  Sweden.  .  Prufian 
conquefs  reflored.  Phe  czar  enters  into  an  alliance  with 
the  king  of  Prujfa.  IVar  with  Demnark  threatened.  Itt 
caufe .  Extorted  loan  from  Hamburgh.  Campaign  be¬ 

tween  Pruffans  and  Aujlmans  opens.  Pruffans  obtain 
advantages  ifi  Saxony  and  Si/efa.  Sudden  revolution  m 
Ruffa, 

WE  have  feen,  in  the  clofe  of  the  la  ft  year,  that  by  the 
taking  ot  Colberg,  on  one  hand,  and  Schweidnitz, 
©n  the  other,  the  king  of  Pruflia’s  dominions  were  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies  :  his  forces  were  worn  away, 
and  even  his  efforts  had  gradually  declined  :  a  complete 
victory,  tho’  this  was  an  event  not  at  all  probable,  could  not 
fave  him.  The  Ruffians,  by  wintering  in  Pomerania,  and 
by  the  poffcflion  of  Colberg,  which  inlured  them  fupplies 
by  a  fafe  and  expeditious  channel,  were  in  a  condition  to 
commence  their  operations  much  earlier  than  ufual,  as  well 
as  to  fuftain  them  with  more  1  pirit  and  uniformity.  No 
rcfource  of  policy  could  be  tried  with  the  leaft  expectation 
of  fuccefs.  After  fuch  a  rcfiftancc  for  five  years,  of  which 
the  world  never  furrtifhed  another  example,  the  king  of 
Pruflia  had  nothing  left  but  fuch  a  conduct,  as  might  clofe 
the  feene  with  glory,  fince  there  was  fo  little  appearance  of 
his  concluding  the  war  with  fafety. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  gloomy  appearances,  his  inveterate 
and  inflexible  enemy,  the  emprefs  ol  Ruflia, 
died,  in  the  fixty-third  year  of  her  age,  and  the  Jan.  2. 
twenty-fecond  of  her  reign. 

B  b  This 


4 5°  2^  History  <?/  the  War.  176:2, 

This  prmcefo  was  fecond  daughter  to  Peter  the  Great, 
and  a  descendant  not  altogether  unworthy  of  that  illuftrious 
founder  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  '  From  being  little  better 
than  a  prifoner,  fbe  became  in  a  moment  a  defpotic  fove^ 
reign.  At  the  acceffion  of  this  princefs,  the  Ruffian  power, 
fo  newly  created.  Teemed  to  be  in  danger  of  a  decline,  from 
the  many  revolutions  to  which  the  empire  had  been  fubjedf  ; 
and  the  institutions  of  Peter  the  Great,  by  which  that  ex- 
tenfive  part  of  the  world  was  drawn  out  of  barbarifm,  be¬ 
gan  perceivably  to  decay,  until  her  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
when  the  former  was  put  out  of  all  queftion  by  the  vigour 
of  her  government,  and  the  latter  eherifhed  and  promoted 
by  the  encouragement  which  fhe  gave  to  every  valuable  art 
and  fcience.  The  academy  at  Peterfburgh  is  at  prefentone 
of  the  in  oft  flourishing  in  Europe,  and  has  already  enriched 
the  learned  world  With  confiderable  difeoveries. 

In  fact,  file  governed  the  Ruffian  empire  with  more 
lenity  than  any  of  her  predeceflors  ;  and,  perhaps,  carried 
this  amiable  difpofitleft  to  an  impolitic  accefs.  She  regu¬ 
lated  ahd  increafed  her  finances  ;  kept  alive,  and  even  in- 
creafed,  the  difeipline  of  her  armies;  and  in  all  her  tranf- 
adlions  with  foreign  Rates,  and  in  the  various  faces  which 
her  politics  afTutned,  fhe  always  fupported  the  dignity  and 
importance  of  heir  country  at  the  higheft  point.  For  her 
private  pleafures,  indeed,  She  has  been  much  cenfured  ;  but 
as  they  were  merely  pleafures,  and  of  fuch  a  nature  that  fen- 
tifiteht  had  little  fhare  in  them,  they  had  little  influence  on 
her  public  conduct,  which  was  always  manly  and  firm. 

The  part  ihe  took  in  this  war,  though  it  might  in  Tome 
meafute  have  been  dictated  by  reTcntment,  was  at  the  fame 
time  the  refnlt  of  the  founded  policy.  No  power,  but  that 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  was  capable  of  checking  hers.  He 
v/as,  not  only  from  his  ftrength  and  character,  but  from  the 
lituation  of  bis  dominions,  the  only  prince  in  Europe  from 
whom  it  could  be  materially  her  intereft  to  make  conqueftsy 
By  the  retention  of  Pruffia,  and  by  the  dominion  which  in 
another  name,  (he  held  over  the  diitchy  of  Courland,  fhe 
pofTefled  a  very  great  fhare  of  the  Baltic  coaft,  and  thereby 
pofTeffed  the  means  of  becoming  a  maritime  powfcr  of  the 
fir  ft  order.  With  thefe  advantages,  file  might  eafily  com¬ 
plete  all  that  had  been  wanting,  towards  eftablifhing  an  un- 
controulable  power  over  Poland.  By  the  fame  means  fhe 
flight  entirely  over-awe  Denmark  and  Sweden  $  and  alfo, 
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would  render,  by  her  machinations,  the  empire  in  the  Au- 
ftrian  family  very  precarious  ;  and  might  even  find  means  of 
fetting  fome  feeble  prince  on  the  imperial  throne,  in  or  ei 


to  embroil  the  whole  Germanic  body,  and  to  keep  it  in.  en¬ 
tire  dependence  upon  Ruffia.  On  the  whole,  if  tbe  projefts 
of  Auftria  had  fucceeded  in  their  fuh  extent,  {he  would  ha\e 
very  foon  found  in  Ruflia  a  more  pow^r  u  ic  r^n*t  t  an 
ever  (he  had  either  in  France  or  Sweden,  even  in  the  great- 
eft  heights  of  their  power  and  credit  in  Germany,  bhe 
would,  indeed,  have  ruined  the  king  of  Pruflia  ;  but  ihe 
would  have  purchafed  his  ruin  with  her  own  independency* 
Thefe  were  the  profpedts  that  lay  before  all  political  i ea¬ 
rners  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth, 
Charles  Peter  Ulric,  of  the  houfe  ot  Holftein,  who  had 
been  created  errand  duke  of  Ruflia,  and  appointed  h«nr  ap¬ 
parent  to  that  vaft  empire  by  the  late  czarina,  fucceeded, 
under  the  name  of  Peter  III.  Norte  but  thole  who  w<-re 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  character  and  difpofitionoi 
the  new  czar,  could  have  any  reafon  to  imagine  that  M 
would  abandon  the  fyftem  of  his  predecellor,  which  was 
certainly  founded  on  the  true  intereit  oi  the  country  he  go¬ 
verned.  The  king  of  Pruflia  himfclf  feemed  for  fome  time 
to  have  entertained  no  great  hopes  from  this  change.  The 
czar  had,  however,  fometimes  difeovered  maiks  ox  efteem 
for  the  character  of  this  monarch.  lie  had  the  black  eagle, 
of  which  order  the  king  of  Pruflia  is  grand  mailer.  But  the 
king  of  Pruflia  could  place  very  little  confidence  in  this  . 
however,  with  that  air  of  pleafantry,  which  never  entirely 
forfook  him  in  all  his  misfortunes,  he  laid  in  a  letter  to  Mr, 
Mitchel,  the  Britifh  minifter  at  the  Ruffian  court,  “  Is  not 
this  a  very  extraordinary  knight,  t®  teed  80,000  men  at  my 
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E'6  ?  ,?C  h  th*  only  °»e  of  my  knights  that  takes  that 
p  ,  W  .}.  tvc,y  knight  of  the  garter  did  the  fame,  youf 
t  nghind  ( England  though  it  is)  would  be  devoured  by  them 
i  btg  you  wou  d  endeavour  to  make  my  knight  more  trac¬ 
table  and  tell  him  it  is  againft  the  inftitutes  of  the  order, 
*orJJ  knight  to  eat  up  his  grand  mafter.” 

I  he  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  now  fixed  upon  the  ftens 
v/  ich  the  czar  might  take.  With  regard  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  his  country,  nothing  could  be  more  popular  and 
aufpicious  than  his  ftrft  meaiures,  The  earlieft  ufe  he  made 

°*  hls  7oIutc  Power,  was  to  fet  the  Ruffian  nobility  and 
gen  try  free,  and  to  put  them  on  the  fame  footing  with  thofe 
or  their  rank  in  the  other  more  moderate  governments  of 
Europe.  Aim  off  all  the  exiles  were  recalled  to  court,  and 
among  ft  the  reft  the  unfortunate  count  Biron,  who,  from  a 
Sovereign  prince,  bad  beer*  reduced  to  the  moft  wretched 
condition,  in  the  moft  wretched  country  on  the  o-lobe.  He 
had  been  many  years  a  peafaAt  of  Siberia,  and ‘may  Very 
probably  once  more  become  a  fovereign  prince.  It  is  in 
thofe  defpotic  governments  we  fee  the  moft  ftriking  excefles 
and  di  final  reverfes  of  fortune  ;  in  which  one  day  a  perfon 
is  railed  to  fomething  almoft  above  man,  and  the  next  rs 

perhaps  in  a  moment  degraded  to  the  loweft  ftation  of  hu¬ 
manity. 

1  he  new  emperor  proceeded  in  his  reformation  to  abolift 
fome  fevere  and  tyrannical  jurrldictrons,  and  intending  the 
fame  benign  difpofition  to  all  degrees  of  his  fubjefts,  he 

leflened  the  tax  upon  fait,  to  the  very  great  and  univerfaE 
relief  of  the  poor. 

I  hefe  beginnings  gave  the  moft  favourable  impreffions  of 
nis  domeftic  government.  But  Europe  was  principally  con¬ 
cerned  m  his  foreign  politics.  It  was  not  long  before  his 
difpofitions  to  peace  became  apparent.  What  aftonifhed 
the  world,  was  the  high  rate  at  which  he  valued  this  bleffing. 
Jii  .I  memorial,  which  he  cauled  to  be  delivered  on  the  23d. 
ui  February,  to  the  miniflersoi  the  allied  courts,  he  declar¬ 
ed,  that,  in  order  to  the  ejlabli foment  of  peace ,  he  was  ready 
to  Jacrifce  all  the  cbnquejls  made  by  the  arms  of  Rujfia  in  this 
war,  in  hopes  that  the  allied  courts  will  on  their  parts  equally 
prefer  the  rejhration  of  peace  and  tranquillity ,  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  they  might  cxpefl  from  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  Jut  which  they  cannot  obtain  but  by  a  continuance  of 
>/Jc  effupon  oj  human  blood * 

'  '  '  The 
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The  allies  praifed  the  difintereftednefs,  fpirit,  and  huma¬ 
nity  of  this  declaration  ;  but  recommended  to  his  attention 
the  fidelity  to  treaties,  which  conftitutcs  a  no  lefs  valuable 
part  of  the  royal  character,  and  a  no  lefs  confiderable  branch 
of  the  duty  of  a  monarch  to  his  fubjedts.  1  hey  file  wed  a 
difpofition  to  imitate  his  defire  for  peace,  but  by  no  means 
to  follow  his  example  in  purchafing  it  by  a  ceffon  of  all  the 
advantages,  which  they  had  acquired,  or  hoped  to  acquiie 
by  the  war. 

'  The  Czar  having  thus  far  complied  with  decency,  and 
being  of  a  character  little  fitted  to  wait  the  flow  procedure 
of  a  joint  negotiation,  gave  way  to  his  ardent  defires  for 
peace,  and  to  the  fentiments  of  that  extravagant  admiration^ 
which  he  had  conceived  for  the  king  of  Pruflia.  A  fufpen- 
fion  of  hoftili ties  was  concluded  between  them  on  the  l6th 
of  March  ;  and  it  was  followed  not  long  after  by 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance.  Nothing  was  May  5* 
ftipulated  by  the  czar  in  favour  dfthe  former  con¬ 
federates,  whom  he  entirely  abandoned.  He  even  agreed  to 
join  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  to  act  againft 
them.  In  a  little  time  a  Ruffian  army  was  feen  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  one  of  Pruffa,  to  drive  out  of  Silefia  thofe  Auftri- 
ans,  who  had  been  a  few  months  before  brought  into  that 
province  by  the  Ruffan  arms. 

This  was  a  miraculous  revolution,  fortune  who  had  fo 
long  abandoned  the  king  of  Pruffa  to  hisgenuis,  after  ha¬ 
ving  perfecuted  him  for  near  five  years,  and  overpowered 
him  with  thewhole  weight  of  her  anger,  at  length  made 
amends  by  a  fudden  turn,  and  did  for  him  at  one  itroke  the 
only  thing,  by  which  he  could  poffbly  be  faved. 

Sweden  who  fince  file  has  recovered  her  liberty  has  loft 
her  political  importance,  and  for  a  long  time  adled  entirely 
under  the  diredfion  of  Ruffan  councils,  followed  on  this, 
as  on  all  other  occafions,  the  example  of  the  courts  of  Pctcrf- 
burgh,  and  figned  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Pruffa 
on  the  22d  of  May.  * 

In  order  to  account  for  whatever  was  not  the  refult  of 
mere  perfonal  character  in  this  extraordinary  revolution  of 
politics  in  Ruff  a,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  remind  the  reader, 
that  the  czar  Peter  the  third  was  duke  of  Holftein  ;  and  that 
the  dukes  of  Holftein  had  pretenfons  to  the  dutchy  of  Slef- 
wick.  Thefe  pretenfions  were  compromifed  by  a  treaty  in 
1732.  But  as  the  ceffon  made  by  the  houfc  of  Holftein  in 

this 
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tuis  treaty  was  the  effect  of  neceffity,  it  had  been  always 
apprehended  that  fhe  would  make  ufe  of  the  firft  fafe  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  i  eel  aiming  her  antient  rights.  The  czar  feifed 
eageily  on  the  great  one,  which  the  pofTeffion  of  the  whole 
Jv uman  P°wer  afforded  him,  and  he  refolved  to  enter  into 
an  immediate  war  for  this  objedt,  to  which  his  prediledlion 
foi  his  native  country  gave  in  his  eyes  a  far  greater  impor¬ 
tance  than  to  all  the  conquefls  of  his  predecefTor.  Aslonp* 
as  tnis  war  with  the  king  of  Prufiia  fubfifted,  it  was  impqffi- 
ble  that  his  deligns  againfl  Denmark  could  be  profecuted 
with  any  hope  of  fuccels.  Wholly  indifferent  therefore  to 
all  others,  and  paflionately  fond  of  this  obiebf,  as  foon  as 
he  came  to  the  throne,  without  any  difpute  or  negotiation, 

Pruffia  in  his  great  diftrefs  every 
thing  he  could  have  hoped  from  a  feries  of  victories,  and 
whdft  he  joined  his  arms  to  thofe  of  that  monarch  in 
Silefia,  he  caufed  an  army  to  march  towards  Holftein. 

Thus  the  peace  with  fkiifia,  far  from  conducing  to  the 
general  peace  of  Europe,  did  very  little  more  than  change 
trie  face  of  the  war.  It  brought  in  new  fubjedfs  of  difpute, 
and  new  parties,  and  by  threatning  Denmark,  left  not  a  Tin¬ 
gle  power  in  the  north  in  a  flate  of  allured  tranquillity. 

I  he  king  of  Denmark,  though  threatned  by  fo  formida¬ 
ble  a  power  engaged  in  purfuit  of  a  favourite  objedf,  was 
not  terrified  into  any  mean  concelfions.  He  recruited  his 
army,  repaired  his  fortifications,  and  prepared  for  his  defence, 
with  temper  and  magnanimty.  As  money  muft  be  much 
wanting  for  the  fervices  of  fo  important  a  war,  as  his  coun¬ 
try  could  furnifh  jio  great  fupplies,  and  the  borrowings  in 
every  part  of  Europe,  together  with  the  fudden  invafion  of 
his  dominions,  could  enable  him  to  form  no  fanguinc hopes 
of  public  credit,  he  turned  his  eyes  towards  the  city  of  Ham¬ 
burgh,  which  had  enriched  itfelf  by  its  induftry  and  neu¬ 
trality  during  the  whole  war,  and  by  the  number  of  wealthy 
perfons  who  had  fled  there  for  refuge  from  the  calamities^ 
which  all  the  neighbouring  countries  had  fuffered. 

His  Danifh  majefty  had  always  kept  alive  a  claim  of 
Sovereignty  over  that  city,  which  (whoever  founded)  he 
exercifed  whenever  he  found  himfelf  able.  He  thought 
the  prefent  one  of  thofe  conjunctures.  Therefore  without 
any  previous  notice  he  appears  with  a  ftrong  army 
June  18.  before  Hamburg,  feizes  the  fuburbs,  threatens 
tue  city  with  an  immediate  fiege,  if  they  did  not 

immediately 
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immediately  fubmit  to  3.  lon.ii  oi  x,ooo,ooo  of  iix  cellars. 
The  magistrates  of  this  trading  city,  little  prepared  for,  or 
accuftomed  to  war,  having  no  ally  at  hand,  and  who  would 
be  equally  endangered  by  the  ftrength  of  any  ally  able,  to 
p  rote  ft  them,  prudently  fubmitted,  and  furniflied  the  king 
writh  fuch  a  fupply  as  his  affairs  required. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  loft  no  time  to  profit  of  this  great 
and  unexpected  revolution  in  his  favour.  T  he  neutrality 
of  the  Ruffians  ftiil  left  the  Auftrians  much  fuperior  to  him 
Their  alliance  brought  him  to  an  equality.  I  wo  Auftriafi 
armies  in  Silefia  and  one  in  Saxony,  were  prepared  to  aft, 
and  it  was  not  clear  which  fide  would  begin  to  aft  on  the 
offenfive  ;  the  Auftrian  armies  threatened  Giogau  and  Brel- 
law  with  a  fiege,  and  the  king  ot  Pruffia’s  threatened  Sch> 
weidnitz. 

The  aftive  charafter  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  tne 
caution  of  marfhal  Daun,  foon  determined  the  part  which, 
the  feveral  armies  were  to  take,  and  the  fpirit  of 
the  feveral  operations.  Very  early  in  the  camp-  May  12. 
paign  prince  Plenry  made  a  vigorous  pufh  on  the 
imperial  polls  towards  the  frontiers  of  Saxony.  The  Ini- 
perialiffs  v/ere  obliged  to  evacuate  Dippolfwalda  with  feme 
lofs  in  killed.  About  four  thoufand  men  were  taken  prifo- 
ners  ;  356  waggons  were  alfo  taken,  and  feveral  military 
trophies. 

By  this  fignal  advantage, 'all  the  part  of  Saxony,  pofleffed 
by  the  Pruffians,  was  effeftually  fecured  ;  and  any  attempt 
which  might  hereafter  be  thought  proper  for  the  recovery 
pf  Drefden,  was  much  facilitated.  Although  the  Auftrians, 
fenfible  of  the  confequence  of  this  lofs,  and  largely  reinforce- 
ed  from  the  armies  in  Silefia,  attempted  to  recover  their 
polls  by  feveral  lively  efforts,  they  were  repulfcd  with  no 
fmall  ftaughter  on  both  fides  ;  and  prince  Henry  remained 
fo  much  mailer  of  Saxony,  that  it  was  neceftary  to  keep 
a  large  army  from  the  war  in  Silefia,  to  prevent  if  poffiblc 
his  making  irruptions  into  the  very  heart  of  Bohemia. 

His  Pruffian  majefty  derived  advantages  from  the  conduft 
of  his  brother,  which  he  did  not  negleft  to  improve.  It 
was  not  until  the  latter  end  of  June  that  he  was  joined  by  his 
new  Ruffian  allies.  As  foon  as  this  junftion  was  formed,  he 
refolved  to  make  a  tryal  of  what  thefe  men  could  do  in  his 
favour,  who  had  afted  fo  ftrenuoufty  againft:  him.  Mar- 
Daun’s  army  occupied  feveral  ftrong,  but  detached  emi¬ 
nences, 
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nenccs,  which  enabled  him  to  communicate  with  and  pro- 

_  5ec^  Schweidnitz  from  all  attempts  of  the  en£my. 

July  21.  The  king  of  Pruffla  undertook  to  diffodge  him 
from  thole  advantageous  polls.  In  fome  of  his  at- 
in  others  he  was  baffled  with  fome  lofs. 

i  his  was  no  regular  battle;  but  the  king  of  Pruffla, 
though  he  did  not  fucceed  immediately  in  his  attack,  yet  by 
his  judicious  manoeuvres  he  attained  all  the  advantages  he 
propofed  from  his  enterprile.  For  marfhal  Daun,  appre- 
henlive  from  the  motions  of  his  army,  that  the  king  of 
Pruffla  intended  to  feize  upon  his  principal  magazine,  and 
even  cut  off  his  communication  with  Bohemia,  abandon¬ 
ed  thofe  important  pofts  which  he  had  hitherto  maintained 
with  fuccefs,  fell  back  to  the  extremities  of  Silefia,  and  left 
Schweidnitz  entirely  uncovered. 

The  king  of  Pruffla  immediately  prepared  to  invefl  that 
city  whilft  different  detachments  of  Pruffians,  fome  on  the 
iide  of  Saxony,  others  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  penetrated  deep 
into  Bohemia,  laid  many  parts  of  the  country  under  contri¬ 
bution,  and  fpread  an  univerfal  alarip.  It  was  about  ffye 
Years  fince  they  had  been  driven  frofn  thence  by  the  victo¬ 
rious  arms  of  marfhal  Daun,  who  now  found  himfelf  unable 
to  protedl  that  kingdom  from  their  ravages.  A  confiderahle 
body  of  Ruffian  irregulars  alfo  made  an  irruption  into  Bo¬ 
hemia,  and  began  there  to  retaliate  on  the  Auflrians  thofe 
excefies,  which  they  had  themfelves  fo  often  before  com¬ 
mitted  on  thePruffian  dominions, 

Whilft  the  king  of  Pruffla  was  thus  playing  with  fpirit 
the  great  game  which  fortune  had  put  into  his  hands,  he 
was  all  at  once  threatened  with  a  fudden  reverfe,  by  ano¬ 
ther  revolution  in  Ruffla,  which  bore  all  the  appearance  of 
being  as  unfavourable  to  him,  as  the  former  had  been  be¬ 
yond  all  hopes  beneficial.  The  variable  political  climate  of 
Xuffla,  under  whofe  influence  all  his  fortune  decayed  or 
flourifhed,  was  covered  with  a  fudden  cloud  by  the  depo¬ 
sition,  followed  clofe  by  the  death,  of  his  faff;  friend,  and 
faithful  ally,  the  czar  of  Mufcovy. 
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Caffes  of  the  revolution  in  Ruffin.  Czar  irritates  the  clergy 
and  foldiery .  Differences  with  the  czarina.  Confpiracy 

againjl  him .  Czar  depsjed  by  the  Jenate.  Attempts  an 

ejeape.  His  imprifonment  and  death.  "The  czarina  declared 
emprefs.  Her  politic  cendutt .  Ingratiates  her [elf  with  the 

Peoffle. 

x 

FROM  the  moment  of  the  late  czar’s  acceflion  to  the 
throne  of  the  Ruflia’s,  fomething  extraordinary  was  ex¬ 
pelled.  His  difpofition  feemed  to  lead  him  to  make  altera¬ 
tions  in  every  thing,  and  having  fet  before  himfelf  two  great 
examples,  that  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  of  his  predecefibr 
Peter  I.  it  was  expelled  that  this  vaft  empire  was  going 
once  more,  almoft  within  the  life  of  a  man,  to  afTume  a  new 
face  •  a  circumftance  which  could  not  fail  of  having  a  feri- 
ous  influence  on  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Peter  III.  made 
more  new  regulations  in  Ruflia  in  it  few  weeks,  than  wife 
and  cautious  princes  undertake  in  a  long  reign.  It  was  to 
be  feared  that  his  adlions  were  rather  guided  by  a  rafh  and 
irregular  turn  of  mind,  and  the  fpiritof  innovation,  than  by 
any  regular  and*well  digefted  plan,  for  the  improvement  of 
his  extenfive  dominions. 

His  firft  actions  on  coming  to  the  throne,  it  is  true,  were 
laudable,  and  feemed  well  calculated  to  acquire  him  theaf- 
fections  of  his  people.  But  if  in  fome  inftances  he  confulted 
their  interefts,  in  many  he  {hocked  their  prejudices  ;  and  he 
loft  thereby  that  opinion, which  is  on  all  occafions  neccliary, 
but  is  particularly  fo  for  carrying  fuch  uncommon  defigns 
as  his  into  execution. 

The  power  of  the  czar’s  though  abfolute  and  uncontrou- 
lable  in  its  exercife,  is  extremely  weak  in  its  foundation. 
There  is  not  perhaps  in  Europe  a  government  which  de¬ 
pends  fo  much  on  the  good  will  and  affection  of  thofe  that 
are  governed  ;  and  which  requires  a  greater  degree  of  vigi¬ 
lance  and  a  fteadier  hand.  The  regular  fucceftion  which 
has  been  fo  often  broken,  and  the  great  change  of  manners, 
which  in  lefs  than  a  century  has  been  introduced,  have  left 
in  Ruflia  a  weaknels  amidft  all  the  appearance  of  ftrength, 
and  a  great  facility  to  hidden  and  dangerous  revolutions. 

,  Peter  III.  paid  little  attention  to  thofe  difficulties,  which 
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to  him  were  the  greater,  as  lie  was  a  foreigner  born.  They 
were  augmented  by  the  fuperior  and  invidious  regard  he 
.eemed  to  pay  to  foreign  interefts,  and  foreign  perfons.  The 
preference  he  fo  manifellly  gave  to  the  uncertain  hope  of 
inconhderable  conqueft  in  Holltein  over  the  folid  and  valu¬ 
able  pone  (lions  which  the  fortune  of  his  predeceffor  had  left 
im,  mult  have  difgufted  all  the  politicians  of  his  country, 
^iis  intimate  connexion  with*  and  boundlefs  admiration  of 
that  prince,  with  whom  Ruffia  had  been  fo  lately*  and  fa 
long,  in  a  llate  of  the  molt  violent  hoftility,  could  not  add 
to  the  opinion  of  his  prudence.  They  did  not  think  he 
lumciently  confulted  his  dignity,  in  folic  king  with  o-reat 
anxiety  a  command  in  the  Pruffian  fervice.  When  he  re¬ 
ceived  it,  he  dreffed  himfelf  in  the  Pruflian  uniform,  made 
a  grand  feftival,  and  difplayed  all  the  marks  of  an  immode¬ 
rate  and  puerile  fatisfa&ion.  He  pufhed  his  extravagance* 
in  this  point  fo  far,  that  he  made  preparations  in  this  im¬ 
mature  date  of  his  government  to  quit  Ruffia,  and  to  go 
into  Germany  for  the  fake  of  an  interview  with  that  <rreat 

monarch,  whole  genius,  principles  and  fortune  he  fo  o-reatlv 
admired. 

Although  this  proceeding  was,  almoft  in  every  refpeCf, 
extremely  impolitic,  it  did  not  threaten  fo  dangerous  confe- 
quences  as  the  other  fteps,  which  he  took  about  the  fame 
time.  Nothing  requires  fo  much  judgment,  and  fo  nice  a 
hand,  as  to  effed  a  change  in  the  fettled  eftablifhments  of 
any  country.  Above  all,  there  mud  be  fomething  favour¬ 
able  in  the  conjuncture  ;  or  fomething  fo  uncommon  and 
over-ruling  in  the  genius  of  the  conductor  of  thofe  changes, 
as  will  render  him  fuperior  to  all  difficulties.  This  latter 
was  the  cafe  of  Peter  I.  who  had  indeed  very  little  favour¬ 
able  in  the  conjuncture;  but  he  did  every  thing  by  his  ca¬ 
pacity,  courage,  and  perfeverance.  The  foldiery  and  the 
ecclefiaftics  are  the  great  fupports  of  all  abfolute  rule,  and 
they  are  certainly  the  lall  bodies,  upon  which  a  prince  of 
this  kind  woi4d  chufe  to  exert  any  invidious  aCt  of  autho¬ 
rity.  But  the  czar  was  indifereet  enough,  very  early  in  his 
reign,  highly  to  provoke  both  thefe  bodies ;  'the  foldiery, 
by  the  manifelt  preference  he  gave  to  his  Holftein  guards, 
and  to  all  officers  of  that  nation  ;  and  by  the  change  he 
made  m  favour  of  the  Pruffian  uniform  to  the  exclufion  of 
?V]at,  in  winch  the  Ruffians  believed  they  had  fo  often  avert¬ 
ed  the  honour  oi  their  country*  and  gained  many  fignal  ad¬ 
vantages 


zy6i.  7^  History  of  the  War.  4^9 

vantages  over  the  troops  diftinguifhed  by  thole  regimentals 
which  were  now  preferred 

Thefe  trifles  had  very  important  confequences.  But  wha£ 
he  did  in  matters  of  religion  was  (till  more  dangerous.  This 
prince  had  been  educated  a  Luthern  ;  and  though  he  con¬ 
formed  to  the  Greek  church,  in  order  to  quality  himfelf  for 
the  fucceflion,  he  never  fhewed  much  relpect  to  that  mode 
of  religion,  to  the  rites  and  doctrines  of  which  his  lubjedts 
had  been  always  extremely  attached.  He  feized  upon  tnc 
revenues  of  the  clergy,  whether  monks  or  leculars,  whether 
bifhops  or  inferiors,  and  for  compenfation  allowed  them  fame 
mean  penfions,  in  fuch  a  proportion  as  his  fancy  fuggefted. 
His  capricious  order  that  the  clergy  fhould  be  no  longer  dil- 
tinguifhed  by  beards,  was  in  itielf  of  leta  moment,  but  it 
was  hardly  lefs  ofFenfive.  He  made  alfo  fome  regulations 
concerning  the  images  and  pidfures  in  their  churches,  which 
gave  them  reafon  to  apprehend  his  intention  of  accomplifh- 
ing  a  total  change  in  the  religion  of  the  empire,  and  intro¬ 
ducing  Lutheranifm. 

Whilft  he  was  taking  thefe  meafures  to  alienate  the  minds 
of  his  people  in  general,  and  eipeciallyof  thole  bodies,  with 
whom  it  was  the  moll  his  intereft  to  be  well,  he  had  not 
the  good  fortune  to  live  in  union  with  his  own  family.  He 
had  long  flighted  his  conform  a  princefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  a  woman  of  a  mafeuline  underftanding,  and 
by  whofe  councils  he  might  have  profited.  He  lived  in  a 
very  public  manner  with  the  countefs  of  Woronzofl,  niece 
to  the  chancellor  of  that  name,  and  feemed  devoted  to  her 
with  fo  ftrong  a  paffion,  that  it  was  apprehended  he  had 
fome  thoughts  of  throwing  his  emprefs  into  a  monaftery, 
and  railing  this  lady  to  the  throne  of  all  the  Ruflias.  What 
feemed  to  confirm  this  opinion,  was  his  omitting  formally 
to  declare  his  Con  the  grand  duke  Paul  Petrowitz  the  fuc- 
ceflbr.  This  omiffton  in  a  country  where  the  fucceflion  is 
eftablifhed  and  regular,  would  have  been  of  no  confcquence  ; 
the  punctual  obfervance  of  fuch  a  ceremony  would  rather 
have  betrayed  fome  doubt  of  the  title.  But  the  nature  of 
this  government,  as  well  as  poflitive  confutations,  had  made 
it  neceffary  inRufiia,and  the  omiflion  was  certainly  alarming. 

That  unfortunate  prince,  having  in  this  manner  affronted 
his  army,  irritated  his  clergy,  offended  his  nobility,  and 
alienated  his  own  family,  without  having  left  himfelf  any 
firm  ground  of  authority,  in  perfonal  eftcem  or  national 
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picjjJice,  proceeded  wjth  his  ufua]  precipitation  to  new 

r  ;‘ngCS-  n.th®  m.ean  tlrne  a  moll  dangerous  confpiracy  was 
nmg  agamfl:  hini;  7  he  cruel  punifhments  inflicted  in 

■  jla  °r  Cl !mi'na^s>  have  only  an  effedt  to  harden  the 
iii  s  o  men  already  fierce  and  obdurate,  and  feldom  deter 
ineni  trom  the  molt  defperate  undertakings.  Rofamoufki, 
•-  .nan  01  chief  of  the  Coflacks,  a  perfon  of  importance  by 

, hl  mToTiand;.  Panin’  governor  of  the  grand  duke  Paul, 
mailhal  Butterlin,  the  chamberlain  Teplow,  the  attorney 
general  Clebow,  baron  Orlow  major  of  the  guards,  and 

many  others  of  the  great  officers  and  firft  nobility  of  the 

•rnpire,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  to  dethrone  the  czar, 
who  was  now  imiverfally  hated;  and,  what  was  more  fatal 
to  him,  univerfally  defpifed. 

1  hey  allured  themfeives  that  their  aaions  could  not  be 
unagreeable  to  the  emprefs  ;  whofe  conduct  had  always  been 
veiy  re^erle  of  that  of  her  confort,  1  his  princefs  find- 
mg  tn  s;  tne  a..eclions  of  her  hulband  were  irrecoverably 
■nienateu,  endeavoured  to  fet  up  a  feparate  and  indepen  ¬ 
dent  mtereit  in  her  own  favour,  and  for  averting  the  rights 
ot  herfon.  She  therefore  afliduoufly  cultivated°the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  Ruffian  nation,  and  paid  a  refpe<ft  to  their  man¬ 
ners  and  religion,  in  the  fame  degree  that  her  hulband 
teemed  to  cotemn  them. 

ho  ill  was  the  czar  ferved,  that  this  confpiracy  was  grown 
general,  without  his  receiving  the  lead:  notice  of  it",  and 
7  he  remained  in  perfeft  fecurity,  whilft  the  fenatq 

june  2o.  and  the  clergy  were  afTembled  to  pafs  the  fentence 
of  n,s  (’^pofition.  At  this  time  the  emprefs  and  he 
were  both  abfent  from  the  capital  at  different  country  feats. 

empiefs,  as  foon  as  fhefound  that  thedeficg  was  declar- 
oe,  got  on  horfe-back5  and  with  all  poflible  fpeed  arrived  at 
Peitriburg.  She  immediately  harangued  the  guards,  who 
chearfully  and  unanimoufly  declared  in  her  favour,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  her  emprefs  of  Rudia  independently  of  her  hufband. 
She  then  addreffed  herfelf  to  the  clergy,  and  the  chief  of  the 
nobility,  who  applauded  her  refolution  ;  and  all  orders  im¬ 
mediately  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  her  as  foie  emprefs. 
bbe  was  no  focner  acknowledged  in  this  manner,  than, 
without  loiing  a  moment's  time,  fhe  marched  from  Peterf- 
burg  towards  the  emperor  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  tjfbops, 

1  his  prince  was  indulging  himfelf  in  indolent  amufe- 
mc.atSj  and  lulled  in  the  moft  profound  fecurity  at  a  houfe 
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of  pleafure,  called  Oraniebaum  on  the  fea  fhore,  when  a 
foldier  brought  him  an  account  that  his  kingdom  was  taken 
away  from  him, 

Aftonifhed,  and  wholly  unprepared  for  this  event,  he  was 
fometime  fenfelefs,  and  entirely  at  a  lofswhat  part  to  take. 
When  he  was  rouzed  from  this  trance  by  the  approaching 
danger,  his  firft  fuggeftion  was  to  defend  the  place  v/ith  his 
Hclftein  guards  ;  but  tho’  fatisfied  of  their  attachment,  he 
doubted  their  ftrength,  and  he  knew  it  was  in  vam  to  hope 
for  any  effort  in  his  favour  from  the  Ruffians. 

Nothing  then  remained  but  flight,  by  which  he  might 
efcape  to  Holftein,  and  wait  fome  favourable  turn  of  fortune. 
This  late  lord  of  powerful  fleets  and  armies  embarked  in 
a  fmall  veffel,  and  v/ith  a  few  attendants,  rowed  towards 
Cronftadt ;  but  he  had  not  proceeded  very  far,  when  he 
wTas  informed  that  this  fort  refs  was  in  the  hands  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  that  every  avenue  for  efcape  was  fhut  again#  him. 
Dejedted  and  defpondinghe  returned  to  Oraniebaum.  Al¬ 
ter  fome  fhort  and  tumultuous  deliberation,  he  refolvcd  to 
K  •  , 

abandon  all  thoughts  of  defence,  and  to  thro.v  himfelfon 
the  compaffion  of  the  emprefs. 

On  her  march  fire  met  his  meffengers,  who  brought  let¬ 
ters  containing  a  renunciation  of  the  empire,  and  ftipulating 
no  other  terms  than  leave  to  return  to  Holftein,  and  the 
fatisfadtion  of  taking  with  him,  as  the  companion  of  his  re¬ 
treat,  the  countefs  ofWoronzoff  and  one  Tingle  friend. 

Reafons  of  Rate  could  not  permit  the  emprefs  to  confent: 
to  the  firft  of  thofe  terms,  and  the  la#  could  not  be  very 
flattering  to  her.  His  terms  were  rejedted  ;  and  he  was  re¬ 
quired  to  fign  an  unconditional  refignation  of  his  crown,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  form  that  was  prepared  for  him.  Not  fatisfied 
with  depriving  him  of  his  crown,  it  was  thought  fit  to  make 
him  the  murderer  of  his  own  reputation  ;  and  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  prince,  moved  with  the  vain  hope  of  life,  fignedapaper 
declaring  his  conviction  of  his  inability  to  govern  the  empire, 
either  as  a  fovereign,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  his  len fe 
of  thediftrefs,  in  which  his  continuing  at  the  head  of  affairs 
would  inevitably  involve  it.  After  he  had  figned  this  abdi¬ 
cation,  he  gave  up  his  fword,  and  was  conducted 
to  prifon,  where  in  a  fhort  time,  but  according  to  July  6. 
what  had  been  univerfallv  expedted,  he  died.  The 
diforder,  which  killed  him,  was  called  an  hemorrhoidal 
gholic. 


Thus 
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}  was  a  revolution  of  fuch  immenfe  importance  efteft 

Woo  l  $lcday*  andwithout  fhedding  aPfingle  d  op  of 
!  h  Vle,  “lunate  emperor  enjoyed  the®  power  of 
1  ch  he  had  made  fo  imprudent  and  unpolitic  an  ufe ’no 

-l  fan  ‘X  molul£s'  His  wifci  without  any  hereditary 
*5 ■  /overeign  miftrefs  of  the  Ruffian  empire;  and  the 

monarch!  Ute  P°WCr  ^  Carth’  ^  n°W  hdd  hy  311  ekaivc 


Immediately  on  this  revolution  a  number  of  manifeftoes 
appeared,  in  which  the  condud  of  the  late  czar  was  fe- 
verely  condemned,  the  weaknefs  of  his  perfonal  character 
expofed  and  defigns  of  the  blackeft  kind,  even  that  of  mur- 
denng  his  confort,  attributed  to  him.  Thofe  manifeftoes 
at  the  fame  time  were  filled  with  the  ftrongeft  declarations 
of  affedion  from  the  emprels  to  the  fubjects  of  Ruffia,  of  re¬ 
gard  to  their  interefts,  and  of  attachmenUo  their  religion  • 
and  they  are  all  filled  with  fuch  unaffected  and  fervent  ftrains 
o.  piety,  as  muft  needs  prove  extremely  edifying  to  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of  pure  relio-ion 

by  which  great  princes  are  generally  animated  on  occasions 
of  this  nature. 


Nothing  could  be  more  able  than  the  conduct  of  the  em- 
preis,  iince  her  acceffion  to  the  throne.  In  almoft  all  re- 

j  r  -n-'j  WnS  the  VCry  reverfe  of  that  of.  her  hufband.  She 
mlmilied  all  foreigners  from  her  confidence  and  fervice  • 

ihe  fent  away  the  Holftein  guards,  and  chofe  Ruffian,  whofe 
ant  lent  uniform  was  revived  with  luftre,  the  emprefs  her- 
ielf  frequently  condefcending  to  appear  in  it.  The  clergy 
were  reftored  to  their  poffeffions,  and  their  beards.  She 
conferred  all  the  great  ports  of  the  empire  on  native  Ruffi¬ 
an;,,  and  entirely  threw  herfelf  on  the  affections  of  that  peo¬ 
ple  to  whon>  fih<"  owed  her  elevation. 
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CHAP.  V. 

^  the  revolution  in  Rnjfia  on  the  king  of  Pruffa  s  af- 
* fairs.  Situation  of  the  new  emprefs.  She  adopts  a  neu¬ 
trality.  Ruffian  conquefls  rejlored.  Ruffians  quit  the 
P ruffian  camp .  King  of  Pruffia  draws  marfhal  Daun 
from  Bucker/dorff.  Schweidnitsa*  hefieged.  Marfhal  Lau- 
dohn  attacks  the  prince  of  Bevern.  Is  repulfed.  Difpo- 
fition  of  the  French  and  allied ,  armies.  Broglio  removed . 
Battle  of  Grahenflein.  French  defeated .  Lord  Granby 

drives  the  French  from  Hambourgh.  Prince  Xavier  of  Sax¬ 
ony  defeated.  Gottingen  evacuated .  French  ar?ny  called 

from  the  Lower  Rhine. 

THIS  great  change  in  the  government  of  Ruflia,  it  was 
univerfally  feared,  would  be  followed  by  a  total 
change  of  fyflem  with  regard  to  foreign  affairs.  The  peace 
and  alliance  with  the  king  of  Pruflia  were  very  unpopular 
meafures  in  Mufcovy.  It  was  not  probable  that  the  clofe 
and  intimate  connexion  which  had  fubfiffed  between  the 
king  of  Prufiia  and  the  late  czar,  could  greatly  recommend 
him  to  the  fuccefTbr.  And  as  it  was  imagined  that  this  re¬ 
volution  muff  have  been  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the 
machinations  of  thofe  courts,  whom  the  czar  had  irritated 
by  withdrawing  from  their  alliance,  there  was  the  greater 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  power,  which  was  now  fet  up, 
would  be  exerted  in  their  favour. 

There  were  alfo  great  advantages  on  the  fide  of  Ruflia, 
if  the  emprefs  fhould  not  hold  the  peace  concluded  by  her 
late  hufband  to  be  binding  on  her,  as  none  of  the  conquefls 
were  at  this  time  evacuated.  Every  thing  feemed  to  con- 
fpire  towards  plunging  the  king  of  Pruflia  into  the  abyfs  of 
his  former  diftrefles,  after  he  had  emerged  from  them,  on¬ 
ly  for  fuch  a  time,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them 
more  bitter  and  infupportable. 

Fortunately,  however,  for  this  wonderful  man,  the  em¬ 
prefs,  who  had  come  to  the  Ruffian  throne  in  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner  that  we  have  feen,  could  not  look  upon  her- 
felf  as  fufficiently  fecure  to  undertake  again  a  war  of  fo  much 
importance  as  that  which  had  been  jufl  concluded.  It  was 
neceflary,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  that  fhe  fhould  confine 
her  attention  loiely  to  her  own  fafety.  Therefore  it  was 

expedient 
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expedient  to  colled,  within  itfelf,  all  the  force  of  the  em- 
pile,  in  order  to  oppofe  it  to  the  defigns  of  the  many  mal¬ 
contents,  with  which  that  empire  always  abounds,  and 
who,  though  not  attached  to  the  intereft  of  the  late  czaf* 

and  little  inclined  to  revenge  his  fate,  would  find  now  both 
inducement  and  opportunity  for  raifing  troubles  and  at¬ 
tempting  new  changes.  Very  plaufible  pretences  for  fuch 
attempts  exifted  from  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great;  who, 
whilil  he  improved  and  ftrengthened  his  kingdom,  left 

In  it,  at  the  fame  time,  the  feeds  of  civil  wars  and  revo¬ 
lutions. 

1  hefe  confiderations,  whatever  her  defires  might  be, 
Induced  the  czarina  to  continue  fo  much  of  the  fyftem  of 
her  predeceffor,  as  coincided  with  her  fituation.  She  there- 
%  ^  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  minifters,  “  that  fhe 

was  refolved  to  obferve  inviolably,  in  all  points,  the  perpe¬ 
tual  peace  concluded  under  the  preceding  reign,  that  never- 

_  *  ^  ^  ght  proper  to  bring  back  to  Ruffia,  by 

the  neareft  roads,  all  her  troops  in  Silefia,  Pruffia,  and  Po- 
merania.” 

It  was  not  the  critical  fituation  alone  of  the  czarina 
wdhch  produced  this  moderation  ;  the  prudent  behaviour 
of  his  Prufiian  majefty,  during  the  time  of  his  connexion 
W1'th  the  late  czar,  had  a  confiderable  fhare  in  reconciling 
the  mind  of  this  emprefs  to  him,  and  of  perpetuating  fome- 
thing  like  the  fame  Iriendfhip,  with  interefts  fo  very  differ¬ 
ent.  The  Ruffian  fenate,  flaming  with  refentment  ao-ainfb 
this  monaich,  and  againft  their  late  fovereign ;  and  the 
emprefs,  full  of  fufpicion  that  the  conduct:  of  the  latter 
might  have  been  influenced  by  the  councils  of  the  former, 
fearched  eagerly  among#  the  papers  of  the  late  emperor 
for  elucidation  or  proofs  of  this  point.  They  found  indeed 
many  letters  from  the  king  of  Pruffia  ;  but  in  a  ft  rain  abfo- 
lately  different  from  what  they  apprehended.  The  kingof 
Pruffia  had,  as  far  as  prudence  would  admit,  kept  a  referve 
and  diftance  in  regard  to  the  rafh  advances-  of  this  unhappy 
ally.  Too  experienced  to  be  carried  away  by  his  inconfi- 
derate  impetuofity,  he  gave  him  much  falutary,  though 
fruitlefs,  advice  ;  he  counfelled  him  to  undertake  nothing 
againft  the  emprefs  his  confort ;  to  defift  from  the  war, 
with  Denmark  ;  to  attempt  no  changes  in  the  religion  and 
fundamental  laws  of  the  country  ;  and  not  to  think  of  com¬ 
ing  into  Germany. 
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On  hearing  thefe  letters  read,  the  emprefs  is  faid  to  have 
burft  into  tears  of  gratitude,  and  made  in  confequence  the 
ftrongeft  declarations  in  favour  of  this  prince.  They  were 
not  without  effea.  Orders  had  been  given  with  relation 
to  Pruflia,  which  threatened  a  renewal  of  hoftilities.  1  hey 
were  foon  fufperided.  T  he  arrtry  ot  the  Ruffians  was  in¬ 
deed  feparated  from  that  of  Pruffia;  but  all  the  important 
places,  which  the  Ruffians  had,  with  fo  much  bloodihed, 
and  through  fo  many  difficulties  acquired,  and  wmc  gave 
them  the  command  of  every  thing  eife  that  remame  to  t  e 

king,  were  faithfully  reftored. 

This  change  from  a  ftridt  alliance  to  a  cold  neutrality., 

though  it  made  no  fmall  difference  ih  the  Pruffian  aftans* 
yet,  all  things  confidered,  muft  be  regarded  as  an  efcape, 
and  as  a  deliverance  almoft  as  wonderful  as  his  former. 
However,  this  circumffance  could  not  fail  of  infpiring  fomc 
degree  of  confidence  into  his  enemies,  which  the  king  o 
Pruffia  endeavoured  above  all  things  to  prevent. 

On  the  21ft  of  July,  the  orders  arrived  at  the  allies 
camp  from  Peterfburg,  for  the  Ruffians  to  feparate  them- 
felves  from  his  army,  and  return  without  delay  to  their  own. 
Country.  The  king,  without  being  confounded  by  this 
fudden  order,  and  inftead  of  flackening  his' efforts  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  defertion,  refolved  to  fall  with  vigour,  and 
without  delay,  upon  marfhal  Daun,  and  to  attack  him  be¬ 
fore  the  news  of  this  change  could  reach  him.  Since  he 
could  no  longer  profit  by  the  arms  ot  the  Ruffians,  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  profit  at  leaft  by  their  appearance  in  his  camp. 
The  very  next  day  therefore  he  attacked  the  Auftrian  army, 
whofe  right  wing  occupied  the  heights  of  Buckerfdorff  ; 
drove  them  from  that  eminence,  and  from  fome  villages 
where  they  were  advantageoufiy  pofted.  1  he  fuccefs  was 
not  owing  only  to  the  fpirit  of  the  actual  attack,  but  to  an 
apprehenfion  of  the  Auftrians,  that  the  whole  united  army 
of  the  Pruffians  and  Mufcovites  was  on  the  point  ot  engag¬ 
ing  them.  The  king  of  Pfuffia  made  ail  ufe  of  thofc  allies, 

in  the  moment  they  deferted  him. 

This  lively  attack  was  made  with  a  lofs  only  of  tnrec 
.  Hundred  men  on  the  fide  of  the  Pruffians  ;  the  number  of 
the  Auftrians  killed  is  not  known.  The  prifoners  amount¬ 
ed  to  one  thoufand  ;  and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon  were 
taken.  It  was  indeed  no  more  than  an  affair  ot  pofts  ;  but 
its  confequences  were  important ,  for  the  communication 
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ot  the  Imperialifts  with  Schweidnitz  was  now  entirely  and 
finally  cut  oft  5  they  could  not  attempt  anything  conrtde- 
rable  for  the  relief  of  that  place.  Prince  Henry  held  them 
in  continual  alarm  for  Bohemia,  and  a  great  part  of  their 
attention,  and  no  fmall  part  of  their  forces  were  kept  con¬ 
tinually  engaged  upon  that  fide. 

The  king  ol  Pruffia  having  thus  pufhed  back  marfhal 
Daun,  inverted  Schweidnitz*  and  laid  rtege  to  that  impor¬ 
tant  fortrefs  before  his  face.  This  was  the  fourth  time 
which  that  place  had  been  befieged  fmce  the  beginning  of 
this  war  ;  and  this  circumftance  alone  might  fuffice  to  fhew 
the  many  and  extraordinary  changes  of  fortune  which  dif- 
tinguifhed  thefe  campaigns.  We  apprehend  no  inftanee 
has  happened  before  of  any  place  like  this  of  real  ftrength 
being  fo  often  fuccefliyely  taken  and  retaken  in  the  courfe  of 
a  iingle  war. 

As  Schweidnitz  is  the  key  of  Silerta,  and,  though  not 
quite  a  regular  place,  is  notwithstanding  well  fituated  and 
well  fortified  ;  as  the  garrifon  amounted  to  nine  thoufand 
men,  commanded  by  a  good  officer,  and  affifted  by  a  very 
experienced  engineer,  and  as  two  great  armies  of  the  ene¬ 
my  obferved  all  his  motions,  it  was  neceftary  to  make  the 
difpofitions  for  the  rtege  with  uncommon  care.  His  infant¬ 
ry  were  encamped  on  the  heights  behind  Schweidnitz.  His 
cavalry  formed  a  chain  in  the  plains  of  Keintzerdorf,  to  be 
nearer  the  camp  of  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  which  was 
fituated  fo  as  to  prevent  any  enterprize  from  the  county  of 
Glatz.  The  prince  of  Bevern  commanded  a  ftrong  corps, 
which  ported  itfelf  advantageoufly  near  Cofel.  One  under 
general  Werner  did  the  fame  at  Noifla. 

By  thefe  difpofitions  the  Pruffian  convoys  were  protect¬ 
ed,  the  principal  places  in  Silerta  guarded,  the  rtege  of  Sch¬ 
weidnitz  covered,  and  an  eafy  communication  preserved  be¬ 
tween  all  the  detached  corps  employed  in  thefe  feveral  fer- 
vices. 

The  effects  of  this  wife  difporttion  were  foon  felt.  Mar¬ 
fhal  Daun,  defpairing  to  fucceed  againft  the  army,  which, 
under  the  king  in  perfon,  covered  the  liege  of  Schweidnitz, 
endeavoured  to  break  this  chain,  and  by  that  means  diftrefs 
the  Pruffians  who  were  carrying  on  the  rtege.  Laudohn 
was  therefore  detached,  with  a  very  fuperior  force,  to  at¬ 
tack  the  prince  of  Bevern,  and  to  drive  him  from  the  ad¬ 
vantageous  port  he  occupied.  This  attack  was  made  with 

all 
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ail  the  celerity  and  refolution,  which  diftinguiffi  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  brave  officer.  But  the  prince,  mindful  of  the 
difgrace  he  had  formerly  fuffered  in  this  province,  oppofed 
him  with  fuch  conftancy  and  perfeverance,  that  the  king  of 
Pruffia  had  time  to  come  to  his  relief.  The  Auftrians  were 
then  put  between  two  fires,  routed,  and  purfued  with  a  ter¬ 
rible  (laughter. 

This  attempt  being  defeated,  the  king  of  Pruffia  met 
with  no  difturbance  in  his  preparations  for  the  fiege,  and  the 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  night  of  the  8th  ot  July* 

Whilfi:  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  making  this  advantageous 
nfe  of  his  fortune,  the  armies  of  the  French  and  the  allies 
in  Weftphalia  were  not  inactive.  Among  the  commanders 
of  the  former  a  great  difunion  had  long  prevailed.  The 
marfhals  de  Broglio  and  de  Soubife  had  mutually  accufed 
each  other ;  the  camp  and  the  court  were  for  fome  time 
entirely  dillradled  with  the  cabals  of  the  partizans  of  thefe 
officers.  Therefult  was  not  favourable  to  marlhal  Broglio. 
In  him  the  French  court  was  obliged  to  recal,  and  in  fome 
meafure  to  difgrace,  one  of  the  very  beft  of  their  officers. 
A  fufpicion,  and  that  not  weakly  founded,  prevailed  againll 
this  general,  that  unable  to  bear  a  competitor  in  fame,  or 
an  affociate  in  command,  he  had  often,  in  order  to  difgrace 
thofe  with  whom  he  was  to  a£l,  negledted  to  improve  his 
favourable  opportunities  ;  and  that  in  fome  inftances,  by  his 
conduct,  he  had  purpofely  occasioned  fome  failures,  and 
even  defeats.  This  was  a  fault  which  no  great  qualities  in 
an  officer  could  compenfate,  He  was  therefore  removed 
from  his  command,  and  the  conduct  of  the  army  left  to  the 
prince  de  Soubife,  who  was  infinitely  beloved  by  the  fol- 
diers  for  his  generous  and  benevolent  difpofition  ;  and  mar- 
fhal  d’Etrees,  who  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  courfe 
of  this  hiftory,  was  affociated  with  him. 

The  plan  of  the  campaign,  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
did  not  differ  much  from  that  which  had  been  formerly 
purfued.  They  had,  as  before,  two  armies  ;  this  under  the 
prince  de  Soubife  and  marfhal  d’Etrees  on  the  Wefer,  and 
another  under  the  prince  de  Conde  on  the  Lower  Rhine. 

The  difpofition  of  the  allies  was  alfo  but  little  varied.  The 
hereditary  prince  was  polled  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Munfter, 
to  watch  the  latter  of  thefe  armies  ;  and  prince  Ferdinand  in 
petfon,  with  the  body  of  the  army,  lay  behind  the  Dymel 
to  make  head  againll  the  former.  So  little  had  the  French 
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profited  by  their  fuperior  numbers,  and  fuperior  refources 
in  this  continental  war,  and  fo  little  decifive  ufe  had  they 
made  even  of  fome  advantages  in  the  field,  that  this  cam¬ 
paign  commenced  very  nearly  in  the  fame  place,  and  they 
contended  for  pretty  much  the  fame  objects,  which  they 
had  ftruggled  for  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

So  fuperior  was  the  genius  of  prince  Ferdinand,  that  un¬ 
der  many  difadvantages  he  was  thefirft  to  commence  offen- 
five  operations.  The  ftroke  he  ftruck  on  this  occafion  would 
fuffice  alone  to  rank  him  with  the  firfl  commanders  of  his 
age.  His  abilities  throughout  the  war  have  never  fhone 
out  with  more  luflre  than  in  this  campaign,  which  con¬ 
cluded  it. 

The  French  army  was  moil  advantageoufly  polled,  both 
for  command  of  the  country,  and  for  hrength,  near  a  place 
called  Graebenflein,  in  the  frontiers  of  Hefle  ;  their  center 
occupied  an  advantageous  eminence;  their  left  wing  was 
almoft  inaccehible  by  feveral  deep  ravines,  and  their  right 
was  covered  by  the  village  of  Graebenilein,  by  feveral  ri¬ 
vulets,  and  a  flrong  detached  body  under  one  of  their  bell 
officers,  monfieur  de  Caflries. 

In  this  fituation  they  imagined  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  attempts  of  prince  Ferdinand,  whofe  army,  be- 
fides  the  inferiority  of  its  numbers,  was  feparated  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and  in  fuch  diflant  places,  that  they  judged  it  im- 
poftible  it  could  unite  in  any  attack  upon  their  camp.  But 
whilft  they  enjoyed  themfelves  in  full  fecurity,  the  {lorm 
was  preparing  to  fall  upon  them  from  all  quarters. 

A  confiderable  corps  of  the  allied  army,  under  general 
Luckner,  was  pofted  to  the  eailward  of  the  Wefer,  near 
Eimbecke,  on  the  Leine.  He  lay  there  to  oblerve  prince 
Xavier  of  Saxony,  who  was  encamped  between  the  Werra 
and  Gottingen.  But  if  he  watched  the  prince,  the  prince 
alfo  watched  him.  When,  therefore,  he  had  orders  to 
quit  this  poll,  that  he  might  co-operate  in  the  grand  defign, 
he  left  a  finall  party  of  his  corps  ip  his  ftation,  by  which  he 
Received  the  prince  of  Saxony  ;  and  marching  in  the  night 
with  the  utmofl  fpeed,  he  crofted  the  Wefer,  turned  the 
right  of  the  French  army,  and,  without  being  difcovered, 
placed  himfelf  upon  their  rear.  General  Sporcken  at  the 
fame  time  placed  himfelf  lb  as  to  attack  the  fame  wing  in 
Hanko  Prince  Ferdinand  crofted  the  Dyniel,  in  order  to 

fall 
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fall  upon  their  center.  The  attack  on  the  enemy’s  left  was 

commanded  by  lord  Granby.  .  ,  .  ,  •  ,d<rment 

Thefe  preparations  were  made  with  fo  much  judgment, 

celerity,  aVgood  order,  that  the  French  had  not  perceiv¬ 
ed  the  approach  of  the  allies,  when  *hey  found 
themfelves  attacked  with  infinite  impetuofity  m  June  24. 
front,  flank,  and  rear.  The  battle  was  (carcely 
bepnin  when  they  thought  of  nothing  but  ffignt.  _  Th 
cofps  under  mouniieur  de'Cnllries  had  time  to  «,,«  ■»  to¬ 
lerable  order,  and  without  any  great  lofs.  But  jUm 
fare  fo  well  with  their  center,  and  their  left,  which  \\er-. 
oppofed  by  the  calm  refolution  of  prince  F erdinand,  and  ...  a 

generous  courage  of  Granby.  , 

6  As  the  French  placed  all  their  hopes  rather  in  retre.-.t 

than  combat,  an  entire  rout  mull  have  eniued,  if  mcr.i-mr 
Stainville,  who  commanded  on  the  lert,  had  not  thrown 
himfelf  with  the  flower  of  the  French  infantry  into  a  wood, 
which  enabled  him,  at  the  expence  of  the  beft  partot  it,  to 
coverthe  retreatof  thearmy.  Here  thysbraveand  accomph-h- 
ed  officer  made  a  refolute  Hand,  and  tor  a  long  time  fuftained 
the  whole  weight  of  the  all  ies.  His  corps  was  a  devoted  faci  lfic  r , 
All  but  two  battalions  were  cut  to  pieces  or  made  pruoners. 
The  other  bodies,  covered  by  this  refolute  manoeuyic, 
made  a  fhift  to  cover  themfeles  under  the  cannon  ot  Gai- 
fel  or  precipitately  efcaped  to  the  other  fide  ot  the  r  ujda. 

Thus  did  the  French  army,  by  the  virtue  ot  monlieur 
de  Stainville,  efcape  a  total  defeat ;  but  the  confequences 
of  the  adtion  were  not  recovered  during  the  whole  came 
paio-n  They  loft  much  credit  both  in  point  of  refolution 
antf  generalthip.  Their  infantry,  in  this  engagement,  con- 
fifted  of  one  hundred  battalions,  when  that  ot  the  allies  was 
eompofed  but  of  fixty.  The  common  men  made  pntoners 
by  the  allies  on  this  occafion  were  two  thoufand  feven  Hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty,  and  no  lei's  than  one  hundred  and  fixtv-two 
officers  were  taken.  The  Englith  loft  but  a  few  men  killed 

and  noofficer  of  rank  but  lieutenant-colonel  I  ownfliend  (a), 

who 

_  mmm  ■  ■  - -  ~~  ‘  ~~ 

(a)  This  col.  To^wvjhend  was  fecond  fon  to  the  hon.  7 bemas 
Vvwnjbind ,  Efq;  He  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  feveral  occa¬ 
sions.  Guadaloupe  he  was  pufhed  overboard  in  th*,  landing 
ofthe  troops,  but  his  black  faved  his  life  by  jumping  ^  after  him. 
In  the  laft  campaign  in  Germany,  he  was  Ikct  through  the  aim, 
and  in  this  engagement  he  loft  his  life,  feekihg  the  pott  oi  hon<mr 
that  his  duty  did  not  require 
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rhheweh"iia?mg;:at  slory  to  himfeif’ and  to  the  resret  °f 

the  effea  Ofl  well £ d^fted  °p] an  • ’and^o ne "great 

^  -e*.  -s 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  was  difloged  from  their  ftroncr  D0ft 
u.e  was  made  of  this  advantage  (whilft  the  French,  SuLer 
.?  un Y  ai?d  confufion  of  their  late  misfortunes,  were  un- 
*  5  C.  °  Provic*e  againft  unexpected  accidents)  to  pufh  for¬ 
ward  a  body  of  the  Englilh  under  lord  Granby  and  lord  Fre 

‘  ieTk  CZerfl{h-  The  Frenc h  could  fcaJcely  imagine 
that,  whilft  they  were  in  poffeffion  of  fo  ftrong  a  place  as’ 

Gai  el,  and  commanded  an  army  fo  fuperior  in  numbers  to 
tneaLies,  that,  whilft  prince  Ferdinand  braved  them  in 
liont,  they  fhould  find  one  of  his  detachments  upwards  of 
i,  irty  miles  behind,  them.  In  this  emergency,  monfieur  de 
iiochambeau  perceiving  their  motions,  haftily  collefted 
r  ,  £  fome  brigades  of  infantry  and  cavalry  at  Hom- 
Jmy  6.  bourg,  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  the  communicati- 
on  of  the  grand  army  with  Franckfort  from  beinp- 
cut  oft.  But  they  were  charged  with  fo  much  vigour  bv 
?re  tJf°  engnui  commanders,  that,  though  they  defended 
themfelves  with  fpirit  for  fome  time,  they  were'  in  the  if, 
Sue  dilperfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  They  were  obliged  to 
evacuate  that  trad  of  country.  Fritzlar,  Feltzber*,  and 

Ij°tt  Vand  a  mo1^  a11  t!le  important  ports  in  the  fouth  part 

or  Heffe  were  occupied  by  the  allies.  The  communicati- 

on  witn  Franckfort,  from  whence  the  French  drew  their 

whole  fubfiflence,  was  absolutely  intercepted. 

i  o  the  north  of  HefTe  alfo  the  allies  were  not  lefs  active 

nor  lefs  fuccefsful :  they  obliged  prince  Xavier,  .  with  his 

haxon  detachments,  to  abandon  his  advanced  poll  on  the 
1  erne.  n /4  u :  — r,. i c  a . i  i  . — . _ 
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,  and  unite  himfeif  to  the  grand  army.  They  o-0t 
between  him  and  Gottingen,  by  which  the  French  trarrifon 
there  was  left  without  fupport/  This  garrifon,  fefing  its 
communication  interrupted,  blew  up  a  part  of  the  fortifica¬ 
tions,  and  attempted  a  retreat ;  but  finding  no  avenue 
open,  they  were  obliged  to  return  in  confufion.  Defpair- 
mg  of  their  ability  to  hold  this  important  place,  they  thought 
themfelves  happy,  when  at  length,  with  much 
A‘ig.  1 6.  management  and  difficulty,  they  were  able  to  eva¬ 
cuate  it  without  oppofition. 

Prince 
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Prince  Xavier,  after  having,  as  we  faid  before,  quitted 
his  advanced  fituation  at  Morungen  in  the  territories  of  Ha¬ 
nover,  united  himfelf  to  the  right  of  the  principal  army, 
which  was  ported  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Fulda,  not  far  from 
the  place  where  that  river  forms  an  angle  in  its  junction 
with  the  Werra.  In  this  angle  ftands  the  town  of  Munden, 
a  fortified  place,  in  which  the  French  had  a  garrifon.  Full 
of  confidence  from  this  fituation,  they  were  under  no  ap-  < 
prehenfion  :  but  the  generals  Zaftrow,  Gilfac, 
and  Waldhaufen,  parted  the  Fulda  in  their  fight,  July  23. 
and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  their  cannon.  The 
corps  of  the  two  former  officers  pofferted  themfelves  of  a 
wood  on  the  enemy’s  right  flank.  General  Waldhaufen, 
in  the  mean  time,  had  feized  the  village  of  Bonnevert, 
which  enabled  him  to  keep  the  garrifon  of  Munden  in 
check,  and  gave  him  alfo  an  oportunity,  whenever  the 
occafion  required  it,  of  falling  on  the  enemy’s  rear. 

The  bold  partage  of  the  Fulda,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
fubfequent  dilpofitions,  infured  the  victory.  Prince  Xavier, 
for  a  good  while,  defended  himfelf  with  an  obftinate  refolu- 
tion  ;  but  finding  his  flank  gained,  he  began  to  give  way. 
In  this  Inftant  Waldhaufen,  who  had  hitherto  only  watch¬ 
ed  the  irtue  of  the  engagement,  threw  in  his  horfe  upon 
the  rear  and  compleated  the  defeat. 

General  Stainville,  who  occupied  a  ftrong  entrenched 
camp  in  the  neighbourhood,  feeing  the  party  of  the  prince 
of  Saxony  in  danger  of  being  totally  cut  to  pieces,  quitted 
his  intrenchments  with  his  whole  army  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  and  haftened  to  their  relief.  Prince  Frederick  of 
Brunfwick,  attentive  to  this  movement,  with  great  quick- 
nefs  feized  this  critical  opportunity,  entered  their  camp  the 
moment  they  had  left  it,  and  entirely  deftroyed  all  their 
works.  In  this  action  1100  of  the  enemy  were  made  pri- 
foners. 

The  French  finding  their  communication  deftroyed, 
their  army  furrounded  and  harrafted  on  every  fide,  and 
without  intermiflion,  were  neither  able  to  advance  with  a 
profpedt  of  fuccefs,  or  to  retreat  with  any  hope  of  fafety. 
In  this  diftrefs  they  had  nothing  left  but  to  call  their  army 
from  the  Lower  Rhine  to  their  affiftance.  No  time  was  to 
be  loft.  Exprefs  after  exprefs  was  fent  to  haften  them.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  difpatches,  the  prince  of  Conde  ad¬ 
vanced  by  forced  marches;  the  hereditary  prince  ftuck 

clofe 
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tlofe  to  him,  and  kept  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  fall  upon  his 
corps,  when  a  favourable  opportunity  fhould  offer. 

In  the  mean  time  prince  Ferdinand  preffed  upon  Soubife’s 
army.  Advahtageoufly  as  they  were  fituated,  he  offered 
them  battle  for  a  whole  day.  Rather  than  rifque  an  en¬ 
gagement  they  decamped  in  the  night,  and  quitted,  with¬ 
out  an  action,  tbofe  advantageous  grounds  called  the  heights 
of  Mulfingen,  where  they  could  not  be  attempted  without 
the  greateft  difficulty  and  hazard  ;  and  thequitting  of  which 
gave  prince  Ferdinand  the  moff  important  advantages  over 
them. 

Never  were  military  operations  pufhed  with  more  viva¬ 
city,  whilft  the  negotiation  for  peace  was  in  great  forward- 
nefs,  The  two  great  contending  courts  had  opened  confe¬ 
rences,  whilft  their  armies  were  cutting  one  another  in  pie¬ 
ces  :  but  prince  Ferdinand  on  that  account,  rather  {train¬ 
ed  than  flackened  his  efforts.  He  knew  that  the  negotiati¬ 
on  for  peace  is  always  much  forwarded  by  the  opperations  of 
the  campaign,  aiid  that  a  fuccefsful  adtion  often  haitens  the 
decifion  of  a  contefled  article;  Perhaps  too  he  was  willing 
to  fhew  in  England*  that  the  necetffity  of  making  peace 
ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  circumftances  of  that  part 
of  the  war1  which  had  been  committed  to  his  care.  People 
imagined  they  could  difcern  fomething  like  coldnefs  to¬ 
wards  this  great  commander  in  the  new  Britifh  minrftry  5 
and  that  he,  on  his  fide,  feemed  rather  to  favour  that  party 
in  England  which  was  for  prolonging  the  war, 

CHAP.  VI. 

.*  t  \  u  t  7  *  *  .**'  5 

War  in  Portugal.  Plan  of  the  Campaign «  Mir  and ,  Brag - 
anzy  and  Chaves  taken .  Almeida  hefieged  and  taken : 

Count  of  La  Lippe  arrives  in  Portugal.  Surprize  .of  Va¬ 
lenti  a  d’ Alcdntara,  by  general  Burgoyne .  Affair  of  Villa 
Velha ;  Spaniards  retire. 

lv 

THE  events  of  the  war  in  Germany,  though  its  objedt 
was  riot  more  interefting  than  that  in  Portugal,  feera 
to  rank  far  before  the  actions  of  the  latter  in  dignity  and 
importance.  They  naturally  occupy  the  firft  place,  and 
juftify  a  more  minute  detail  in  an  hiftory  of  military  opera¬ 
tions.  It  is  in  Germany  that  the  great  efforts  of  all  the 
or  eat  powers  in  Europe  Were  made  from  the  beginning; 

Here 
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Here  the  moft  confiderable  armies  were  maintained  ;  here 
the  o-reat  battles  were  fought ;  and  on  this  theatre  the  great 
commanders  gave  a  full  fcope  to  their  genius.  Germany 
feems,  as  it  were,  the  natural  foil  of  hoftility ;  but  1  ortu- 
gal,  which  had  long  languifhed  in  a  tranquil  obfeunty, 
could  icarce  furnifhout  a  taint  image  or  war. 

Of  the  {fate  of  the  military  in  that  country  we  have  ipo- 
ken  in  a  preceeding  chapter.  The  marine  was  not  on  a 
much  more  refpedtable  footing.  About  iix  or  feven  *n!PS 
of  the  line,  and  a  very  few  frigates,  compofed  all  the  naval 
force  of  Portugal  that  was  fit  tor  fervice  ;  of  that  Poitugal 
which  had  formerly  been  one  of  the  firft  maritime  powers 
in  Europe.  The  fortifications  in  that  kingdom  had  been 
alfo  long  negledted,  and  fcarce  any  of  them  were  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  fuftain  a  regular  fiege. 

Portugal,  however,  poilefled  fome  advantages ;  hut  they 
were  only  fuch  as  fhe  derived  from  her  weaknefs.  I  he  ex¬ 
treme  barrennefs  and  poverty  of  the  country,  made  it  veiy 
difficult  for  an  army,  either  of  friends  or  enemies,  to  fub- 
fift  in  it.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  frequency  and 
fteepnefs  of  the  mountains,  which  occupy  the  greateft  pait 
of  that  kingdom,  made  it  no  lefs  difficult  to  advance  with 
rapid  marches,  and  to  improve  the  advantages  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  with  proper  expedition.  The  nature  of  the  countiy 
alfo  rendered  it  not  unfit  for  that  fpecies  of  defence,  which 
the  beft  force  it  had  was  beft  qualified  to  make  ;  that  is,  in 
the  way  of  an  irregular  war,  by  its  armed  peafantry  ;  for  the 
defiles  in  many  places  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to.  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  maintained  by  a  fmall  and  undifeiplined  body, 
againft  very  numerous  and  very  regular  forces.  And  the 
Portuguefe,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  were  animated 
with  fuch  a  fmcere  and  inveterate  hatred  to  the  Spanifli 
name,  and  were  filled  with  fo  much  terror  at  the  prolpecd 
of  falling  a  fecond  time  under  the  government  of  that  nati¬ 
on,  that  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  their  exerting 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft  on  this  occalion,  and  of  their  tou- 
fing  that  natural  courage  in  which  the  Portuguefe  are  not 
deficient. 

Thefe  advantages,  however,  did  by  no  means  balance 
the  dangers  to  which  that  kingdom  was  expofed,  from  the 
joint  hoftility  of  France  and  Spain.  All  the  hope  of  Por¬ 
tugal  was  centered  in  England,  for  whofe  fake,  and  in  who fe 

quarrel  fhe  had  been  drawn  into  this  unequal  contcft.  1  he 
*  '  £  e  greater 
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greater  the  weaknefs  of  Portugal  was,  the  more  confpicu- 
ous  were  the  magnanimity  and  refources  of  Great  Britain, 
who  made  in  the  clofe  of  fo  expenfive  and  ruinous  a  war, 
Hich  aftonifhing  efforts  and  who  was  in  a  condition  by  her 
irrength  t®  prop  up,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  fo  very  feeble  a  fyf- 
tern.  She  fent  to  Portugal,  officers,  troops,  artillery,  arms, 
military  (tores,  proviiions,  and  money,  every  thing  which 
could  enable  the  Portuguefe  to  exert  their  natural  ftrength, 
ana  every  thing  which  could  fupply  that  ftrength  where  it 
was  deficient. 

When  the  Bourbon  courts  made  war  againft  Portugal, 
the  declared  objedl  was  to  prevent  Great  Britain  from  the 
military  and  commercial  uie  of  the  ports  of  that  kingdom. 
As  it  was  impoffihle  to  attain  this  objetft  by  naval  operati¬ 
ons,  they  attempted  it  by  military  ones,  and  aimed  their 
principal  endeavours  at  the  two  great  ports,  to  which  the 
Tnglifh  principally  refort,  Oporto  and  Lifbon.  The  pof- 
feffion  of  thefe  two  obje<51s  would  probably  haye  finifhed 
the  war  in  their  favour ;  the  poffeffion  of  either  of  them 
would  have  given  them  the  moft  decifive  advantages  in  it. 

With  this  view  three  inroads  were  to  be  made,  one  to 
the  north,  another  was  propofed  more  to  the  fouth,  whilfl 
the  third  was  made  in  the  middle  provinces,  in  order  to 
fuftain  thefe  two  bodies,  and  preferve  the  communication 
between  them.  The  reader  muff  confiderthis  as  what  ap¬ 
pears  from  their  defigns,  and  from  the  fteps  they  took  to  exe¬ 
cute  them  to  have  been  their  general  plan  ;  not  that  it  was 
ever  perfectly  executed  in  all  its  parts,  or  at  the  fame  time. 

The  firft  body  which  commenced  hoftilities  was  com¬ 
manded  by  the  marquis  de  Sarria.  This  army  entered  into 
the  north  eaft  angle  of  Portugal,  and  marched  towards 
Miraqda,  This  town,  though  in  no  good  ftate  of  defence, 
might  have  delayed  them  in  their  progrefs ;  but  a  powder 
magazine  having  blown  up  by  accident,  the  fortifications 
were  ruined,  and  the  Spaniards,  before  they  had 
May  9,  railed  their  firft  battery,  marched  into  the  town 
by  the  breaches  in  the  wall. 

Animated  by  this  eafy  and  fortunate  fuccefs,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Braganza,  a  confiderable  city,  from  whence  the 
royal  family  of  Portugal  derived  its  ducal  titles,  This  town 
made  no  greater  defence  than  Miranda.  From 
May  15.  thence  a  detachment  marched  to  Moncorvo, 
which  was  furrenderpd  in  the  like  manner ;  and 

every 
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every  thing  was  cleared  before  them  to  the  banks  of  the 
Douro.  A  party  under  count  O’Reilly  made  a 
forced  march  of  fourteen  leagues,  in  two  days,  May  24. 
to  the  city  of  Chaves,  which  was  immediately 
evacuated.  By  thefe  fucceffes  they  became  matters  o.  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  extenfive  province  of  T ralos  Montes, 
and  their  progrefs  fpread  a  general  alarm.  Oporto  was  al- 
moft  given  up  as  loft;  and  the  admiralty  of  England  prepa¬ 
red  tranfports  to  carry  off  the  effects  of  the  Britifh  factory. 
However,  the  body  which  had  traverfed  this  province  with¬ 
out  refiftance,  attempting  to  crofs  the  Douro,  had  its  pro¬ 
grefs  checked  on  that  fide.  The  peafants,  animated  an 
guided  by  fome  Englifti  officers,  and  feizinga  difficult  pafs, 
repulfed  and  drove  them  back  to  Torre  deMoncorvo.  1  hev 
are  faid  to  have  been  guilty  of  feme  cruelties  to  the  bpamili 
prifoners  who  fell  into  their  hands.  Thefe  cruelties  were 
afterwards  feverely  retaliated  upon  them.  1  hcle  peopie, 
on  both  fides  haturally  ferocious  had  not  been  fumcient  y 
inured  to  war,  to  moderate  its  fury,  and  reduce  it  under 
laws ;  they  hated  mutually*  and  they  gave  a  lull  fcope  to 
their  hatred  :  they  did  not  fee  each  other  as  foldiers,  but  as 
enemies. 

The  fecond  body  of  the  Spaniards,  which  we  have  men- 
tioried  as  the  connective  link  between  the  two  otheis,  en¬ 
tered  into  the  province  of  Beira,  at  the  villages  called  Val 
deMula  and  Valde  Coelha.  They  were  joined  by  ftrong 
detachments,  amounting  to  almoft  the  whole  army  in  Fia- 
los  Montes,  arid  immediately  laid  fiegeto  Almeida,  which, 
though  in  no  good  order,  was  the  ftrongeft  and  beit  piovi- 
ded  place  upon  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  Befides,  it  was 
of  the  greateft  importance  from  its  middle  fituation,  as  the 
pofleilion  of  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  upon 
every  fide,  and  would  efpecially  tend  to  forward  an  attempt 
upon  Lifbon,  which  was  the  capital  objeCt,  towards  which, 
at  this  time,  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Spaniards  feem  to 
have  been  direCfed. 

Almedia  was  defended  with  fufficient  refolution  ;  but  its 
fate  was  forefeen  as  foon  as  it  was  attempted,  there  being 
no  means  of  affording  relict  to  any  ot  the  places 
beheged.  It  furrendered  however,  upon  terms  Aug.  25. 
honourable  to  the  garrifon. 

The  Spaniards,  having  made  themfelves  mailers  of  tins 
place  overfpread  the  whole  terriority  ot  Caitle  Branco,  a 
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principal  diftrift  of  the  province  of  Beira,  making  their  way 
o  t  e  fouthward,  until  they  approached  the  banks  of  the 

agus.  During  the  whole  of  their  progrefs,  and  indeed 
uring  the  whole  campaign,  the  allied  troops  of  Great  .Bri¬ 
tain  and  Portugal  had  nothing  that  could  be  called  a  body 
of  an  army  in  the  field,  and  they  could  not  think  of  oppo¬ 
sing  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle.  All  that  could  be  done 

was  by  the  defence  of  pafies,  by  fkirmifh,  and  by  fur- 
prize.  '  J 

By  this  time  the  count  of  la  Lippe  Buckeburg  had  arri¬ 
ved  in  Portugal.  Lord  I  yrawly,  who  had  been  fent,  at 
the  defire  of  the  court  of  Lifbon,  thither  before  the  break¬ 
ups  out  of  the  war,  being  difgufted  by  the  behaviour  of 
iome  perfons  at  court,  and  much  difappointed  in  his  expect¬ 
ations  of  the  exertion  they  had  promifed  to  make  of  their 
own  force,  and  even  of  the  ufe  they  had  made  of  the  fuc- 
cours  from  England,  had  been  recalled  very  early  in  the 

campaign,  and  probably  not  contrary  to  his  own  incli¬ 
nation. 

It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  joy  which  filled  the  whole 
nation  at  the  arrival  of  fo  celebrated  an  officer  as  the  count 
la  Lippe  to  their  affi fiance.  More  unanimity  was  now  ex¬ 
pected,  as  the  count  had  nothing  to  complain  of,  and 
came  an  entire  ftranger  to  all  the  fubje&s  of  debate,  which 
had  hitherto  exifled  between  the  Britifh  general  and  the 
court  of  Lifbon. 

That  army,  which  we  have  mentioned  as  the  third  corps 
deftined  for  the  iiivafion  of  Portugal,  affembled  on  the 
frontiers  of  Lflremadura,  with  an  intention  of  penetrating 
into  the  province  of  Alentejo.  Had  this  third  body  been 
joined  to  the  others  already  in  Portugal,  it  would  probably 
have  formed  fuch  an  army  as  might,  in  fpight  of  any  ob- 
flruCtion,  have  forced  its  way  to  Lifbon  :  had  it  aCIed  fe- 
parately,  it  might  have  greatly  diflraCIed  the  defence,  fo  as 
to  enable  fon.e  other  body  to  penetrate  to  that  city.  It  was 
neceffary  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  their  entrance  into  Portu¬ 
gal  ;  fince  their  mere  entrance  would  have  been  almoft 
equal,  in  its  confequences,  to  a  viCIory  on  their  fide. 

The  count  la  Lippe,  therefore  formed  a  defign  of  at¬ 
tacking  an  r  vanced  body  of  the  Spaniards  which  lay  on 
their  frontiers,  in  a  town  called  Valentia  de  Alcantara,  as 
he  heard  that  they  had  here  amafTed  confiderable  maga- 

.  zines. 
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zines.  The  condudl  of  this  important  enterprizc  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  brigadier  general  Burgoyne. 

This  gallant  and  able  officer,  though  at  a  diftance  of  five 
days  march,  and  in  fpight  of  all  the  difappointments  and  ob- 
ftruflions  to  which  fervices  of  this  kind  are  fo  liable,  when 
they  cannot  be  executed  immediately  ;  yet  effect¬ 
ed  a  complete  furprize  on  the  town  of  Valentia  Aug.  27* 
de  Alcantara  ;  took  the  general,  who  was  to  have 
commanded  in  the  intended  invafion,  one  colonel,  two 
captains,  and  feventeen  fubaltern  officcis.  One  of  the 
belt  regiments  in  the  Spanifh,  fervice  was  entirely  de- 
ftroyed. 

Although  they  were  difappointed  in  their  expectations  of 
finding  magagines  in  this  place,  the  efteCt  of  this  well-con- 
duCted  enterprize  was  not  loft.  The  taking  of  this  general 
was  probably  the  caufe  which  prevented  the  Spaniards  from 
entering  into  the  province  of  Alentejo.  I  his  feemed  to 
have  been  for  fome  time  the  deftination  not  only  of  that 
particular  body,  but  alfo  the  great  objeCt  of  the  Spanifh 
army,  which  had  hitherto  aCted  in  Beira.  The  former  of 
thefe  provinces  is  a  plain,  open,  fertile  country,  where  their 
cavalry,  in  which  confiftcd  the  chief  of  their  army,  and  in 
which  lay  their  moft  marked  fuperiority,  might  have  aCted, 
and  aCted  decifively  ;  whereas  the  latter  was  a  rough  moun¬ 
tainous  region,  in  which  the  horfe  were  fubfifted  with  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  could  be  of  little  fervice..  To  prevent,  there¬ 
fore,  the  entry  of  the  Bourbon  army  from  any  quarter,  into 
Alentejo,  feemed  to  be  the  great  and  fingle  objedt  of  the 
campaign  on  our  fide.  General  Burgoyne,  by  his  expedi¬ 
tion  into  the  Spanifh  territories,  had  already  prevented  it  on 
one  part ;  and  the  vigilance  and  adfivity  of  the  fame  officer 
had  no  fmall  fhare  in  preventing  it  alfo  on  the  other. 

That  part  of  the  Bourbon  army,  which  acted  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Caftel  Branco,  had  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  feveral  important  paffes,  which  they  obliged  fome 
bodies  of  the  Portuguefe  to  abandon.  They  attacked  the 
rear  of  the  combined  army,  which  was  paffing  the  river 
Alveito,  with  the  appearance  of  a  retreat ;  but,  in  reality, 
with  a  view  to  draw  them  infenfibly  into  the  mountainous 
tradls :  here  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs ;  but  ftill  they 
continued  mafters  of  the  country  ;  and  nothing  remained 
but  the  paffage  of  the  Tagus,  to  enable  them  to  take  up 
their  quarters  in  Alentejo. 


Burgoyne, 
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®urgoyne,  who  was  ported  with  an  intention  to  obftrudt 
them  in  their  pafiage,  lay  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  with¬ 
in  view  of  a  detached  camp,  compofed  of  a  confiderable 
body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  lay  near  a  village  cal¬ 
led  V  ilia  Velha.  As  he  obferved  that  the  enemy  kept  no 
very  foldiery  guard  in  this  poll,  and  were  uncovered  both 
on  their  rear  and  their  flanks,  he  conceived  a  defign  of  fal- 
ing  on  them  by  furprize.  He  confided  the  execution  of 
this  defign  to  colonel  Lee,  who  turned  their  camp, 
Oct.  6.  fell  upon  their  rear  in  the  night,  made  a  confider¬ 
able  daughter,  dilperfed  the  whole  party,  deflroy- 
€(!  their  magazines,  and  returned  with  fcarce  any  lofs# 
Burgoyne,  in  the  mean  time,  fupported  him  by  a  feint  at¬ 
tack  in  another  quarter,  which  prevented  the  enemy’s  be- 
ing  relieved  from  the  adjacent  polls. 

1  his  advantage,  being  obtained  in  a  critical  moment,  was 
attended  with  important  confequences.  The  feafon  was  now 
far  advanced  ;  immenfe  rains  fell  at  this  time  ;  the  roads 
were  deilroyed  \  the  country  became  impracticable  \  and  the 
Spaniards,  having  feifed  no  advanced  polls  in  which  they 
could  maintain  themfelves  during  the  winter*  and  being  ef- 
pecially  unprovided  with  magazines  for  the  fupport  of  theif 
horfe,  every  where  fell  back  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where 
their  fupplies  were  at  hand,  and  where  they  were  not  liable 
to  be  harrafied  by  the  efforts  of  the  combined  army. 

In  this  manner  Portugal  was  faved,  at  leall  for  that  cam¬ 
paign,  by  the  wife  conduCl  of  count  la  Lippe,  and  the  dif- 
tingurlhed  valour  of  the  Englilh  commanders  and  foldiery  : 
all  that  was  wanting  towards  their  deliverance  was  accom- 
plifhed  by  the  fucccfs  of  the  Englifh  army  in  more  dillant 
quarters,  and  by  the  peace,  in  which  fo  valuable  and  fo  ex- 
pofed  an  ally  was  not  negle&ed*  There  never  was  proba¬ 
bly  fo  heavy  a  Horm  of  national  calamity,  ready  to  fall  upon 
an  unprovided  people,  fo  happily  averted,  or  fo  fpeedily 
blown  over.  Every  thing,  at  the  beginning  of  this  cam¬ 
paign,  bore  the  moll  louring  and  ominous  afpeCl  to  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Great  Britain.  As  it  advanced,  the  Iky  continu¬ 
ally  cleared  up  ;  and  the  fortune  of  no  nation,  towards  the' 
clofe  of  it,  was  enlivened  with  a  more  brilliant  and  more 
unclouded  profperity.  We  (hall  now  proceed  in  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  thofe  fuccelfes,  and  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Englilh 
arms  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  where  new  ficenes  of  dan- 
gei  and  honour  were  now  opened  to  them* 
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Expedition  again]}  Martinico .  Forces  fent  thither .  Troops 

land  at  Cas  Navire.  Nature  of  the  country.  Attack  of 
the  pojis  near  Fort  Royal.  Fort  Royal  furrendered .  St . 
Pierre  and  the  whole  ijland  capitulate.  St.  Lucic ,  Gre¬ 
nades,  and  St.  Vincent  taken .  Preparations  for  vjar 

again/l  the  Spanijh  Weft  Indies. 

rr,Owards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  it  was  determined 
to  relume  the  fcheme  of  operations  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  ;  where  nothing  had  been  attempted  fince  the  year 
1759.  Diftreffed  as  the  French  trade  to  their  iflands  had 
been,  it  ftill  continued  a  refource  to  that  nation.  On  the 
other  hand,  nothing  could  poftibly  furnifh  us  with  places 
of  more  importance,  either  to  retain,  or  to  exchange  upon 
a  peace,  than  our  fuccefs  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Ano¬ 
ther  confideration  had  probably  no  fmall  fhare  in  directing 
our  arms  towards  that  quarter.  From  the  time  that  the 
difpofitions  of  Spain  had  become  equivocal^  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  take  fuch  fteps,  as  would  put  us  in  a  refpectable 
fituation,  in  cafe  a  war  with  that  kingdom  fhould  become 
unavoidable.  It  was  therefore  very  proper  to  have  a  ftrong 
armament  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that  fide  on  which  Spain  is 
moft  vulnerable,  and  in  which  every  wound  affedls  a  part 
of  the  quickeft  fenfibility.  Accordingly  the  force  which 
was  fent  into  the  Weft  Indies  on  this  occafion  was  very 
great ;  and,  if  we  take  the  naval  and  military  together,  it  was 
fuch  an  armament  as  had  never  been  before  feen  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  It  was  certainly  very  right  to  leave  as  lit¬ 
tle  to  hazard  as  poftible  ;  and  when,  in  the  moft  frugal  me¬ 
thod  of  proceeding,  a  great  many  men  muft  have  been 
employed,  and  a  great  deal  of  money  fpent,  it  would  have 
been  an  unpardonable  error,  from  a  confideration  of  almoft: 
any  faving,  to  have  left  any  thing  imperfedt ;  efpecially  at 
a  time,  when  the  effedl  of  every  operation  became  almoft 
hourly,  more  and  more  critical  and  decifivc. 

Every  thing  which  had  been  an  objedt  of  war  in  North 
America,  was  by  this  time  completely  acquired.  It  was 
therefore  eafy  to  draw  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the 
army  from  thence.  Eleven  battalions  were  drawn  from 
New  York  3  a  draught  was  alfo  made  from  the  garrifon  of 

Belleille, 
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Lcllcillc.  fl  hefe  were  reinforced  by  fome  troops  which 

Cd  among  the  Leeward  Iflands  ;  fo  that 
e  w  o.e  and  armament  did  not  fail  very  fhort  of  twelve 
ou  an  men.  General  Monckton,  who  had  acquired  fo 
muc  Reputation  in  North  America,  and  had  received  a 
very  grievous  v/ound^  at  the  taking  of  Quebec,  command- 

tie  and  forces  in  this  expedition.  The  marine  was 
under  rear-admiral  Rodney. 

.  ^he  failure  in  1759  did  not  difcourage  our  adminiftra- 
tl?,n  r°m  RR^ing  Martinico  the  objedf  of  another  attempt, 
fie  Lnglilh  fleet,  after  having  rendezvouzed  at  Barba- 
oes,  came  befoie  this  ifiand  on  the  7th  of  January,  1762. 
7  he  troops  landed  at  a  creek  called  Cas  Navire  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man  ;  the  fleet  having  been  difpofed  fo  pro¬ 
perly,  and  having,  directed  their  fire  with  fuch  efredl,  that 
the  enemy  was  obliged  in  a  fhort  time  to  abandon  the  bat¬ 
teries  they  had  eredted  to  defend  this  inlet. 

V/nen  the  landing  was  eftedled,  the  difficulties  were  far 
from  being  at  an  end.  It  is  true,  that  neither  the  number 
noi  the  quality  of  the  enemy’s  regular  troops  in  the  ifiand 
v/eae  veiy  foranidable.  But  the  militia  was  numerous,  well 
armed,  and  not  unqualified  for  fcrvice  in  the  only  kind  of 
war,  which  could  be  carried  on  in  their  country.  Befides, 
the  whole  country  was  a  natural  fortification,  from,  the 
number. of  ravines  with  rivulets  between  them,  which  lay 
from  diftance  to  diftance.  Wherever  thefe  grounds  were 
pradti cable,  the  French  had  polled  guards,  and  ere&ed 
batteries.  It  is  eafy  from  hence  to  (iifeern  what  obftruc- 
tions  the  progress  of  an  army  was  liable  to,  particularly 
with  regard  to  its  artillery.  Thefe  obftru<aions  were  no 
where  greater  than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place, 
again  ft  which  the  firft  regular  attack  was  propofed. 

I  his  town  and  citadel  is  overlooked  and  commanded  by 
two  very  eonfiderable  eminences,  called  Marne  Torterfan 
and  Marne  Gamier .  W hilft  the  enemy  kept  polTeftion  of 
thefe  eminences,  it  was  impoftible  to  attack  the  town  ; 
if  they  loft  them,  it  would  prove  impoftible  to  defend  it. 
Suitable  to  the  importance  of  thofe(  fituations  were  the 
meafures  taken  to  render  them  impregnable.  They  were 
protected,  like  the  other  high  grounds  in  this  ifiand,  with 
very  deep  ravines  ;  and  this  great  natural  ftrength  was  im¬ 
proved  by  every  contrivance  of  art.  The  Marne  far  ten  fun 
was  firft-  to  be  attacked.  To  fiyvour  this  operation,  a 
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body  of  regular  troops  and  marines  were  ordered  to  ad¬ 
vance  on  the  right  along  the  fea-fide,  towards  the  town, 
in  order  to  take  the  redoubts  which  lay  in  the  lower  grounds. 
A  thoufand  Tailors  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  rowed  clofe  to 
the  fhore  to  affift  them.  On  the  left,  towards  the  country, 
a  corps  of  light  infantry,  properly  fupported,  was  to  get 
round  the  enemy’s  left ;  whilft  the  attack  in  the  centre  was 
made  by  the  Britifh  grenadiers  and  the  body  of  the  army, 
under  the  fire  of  batteries,  which  had  been  erected  on 
the  oppofite  fide  with  great  labour  and  perfeverance ;  the 
cannon  having  been  dragged  upwards  of  three  miles  by  the 


feamen. 

The  difpofltions  for  the  attack  of  this  difficult  poft  hav¬ 
ing  been  made  with  fo  much  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
commander,  it  was  executed  with  equal  fpirit  and  refolu- 
tion  by  the  foldiery.  The  attack  fucceeded  in  every  quar¬ 
ter.  With  irrefiftable  impetuofity  the  enemy’s  works  were 
fucceflively  carried.  They  were  driven  from  poft  to  poft  ; 
until  our  troops,  after  a  fharp  ftruggle,  remained  mafters 
of  the  whole  Morne  ;  fome  of  the  enemy  fled  precipitately 
into  the  town,  to  the  very  entrance  of  which  they  were 
purfued.  Others  faved  themfelves  on  the  Morne  Gamier, 
which  was  as  ftrong,  and  much  higher  than  Morne  Torten- 
fon,  and  overlooked  and  commanded  it.  Thus  far  had  they 
proceeded  with  fuccefs ;  but  nothing  decifive  could  be 
done,  without  the  poffeffion  of  the  other  eminence,  our 
troops  being  much  molefted  by  the  enemy  from  that  fupe- 
rior  fituation. 

It  was  three  days  before  proper  difpofltions  could  be 
made  for  driving  them  from  this  ground.  Whilft  thefc 
difpofltions  were  making,  the  enemy’s  whole  force  defeend- 
ed  from  the  hill,  Tallied  out  of  the  town,  and  attacked 
the  Englifh  in  their  advanced  pofts  ;  but  they  were  imme¬ 
diately  repulfed  :  and  the  ardour  of  the  Britifh  troops  hur¬ 
rying  them  forward,  they  improved  a  defenfive  advantage 
into  an  attack,  pafled  the  ravines,  mingled  with  the  enemy, 
fealed  the  hill,  feized  the  batteries,  and  pofted  themfelves 
on  the  fummit  of  Morne  Gamier.  The  French  regular 
troops  efcaped  into  the  town.  The  militia  difperfed  them¬ 
felves  in  the  country. 

All  the  fituations  which  commanded  the  town  and  cita¬ 
del  were  now  fecured  ;  and  the  enemy  waited  no  ^  . 
longer  than  until  the  batteries  againft  them  were 

F  f 
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completed  to  capitulate,  and  to  furrender  this  important 
place,  the  fecond  in  the  ifland.  (a ) 

The  capital  of  the  ifland,  St.  Pierre,  ftill  remained  to  be 

reduced  : 


( &  j  General  Monckton's  Letter,  to  the  Right  Hon%  the  Earl  of  Egre e 

wont* 

Head-Quarters  in  the  Ifland  of  Mar  tinico,  fan,  ZO,  1762, 

1 . 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that  we  left 
Barbadoes  the  5th  Infbmt,  anchored  in  St.  Anne\  bay  in  this 
illand  the  7th,  the  fhips  of  war  having  filenced  fome  batteries 
which  the  enemy  had  erebied  there,  and  where  I  was  in  hopes  to 
have  been  able  to  have  landed  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  bay,  and 
to  have  croffed  over  to  Port  Royal  bay ;  but  the  difficulties  that 
would  have  attended  our  being  fupplied  with  provifions  and  flores, 
added  to  the  fcarcity  of  frefh  water  in  that  part,  made  me  delilh 
I  then  thought  that  if  I  could  get  poffeflion  of  Pidgeon  Ifland, 
a  fecure  anchorage  might  be  had  for  the  fleet  and  tranfports  in 
Fort  Royal  harbour.  For  this  purpofe,  I  detached  two  brigades  of 
the  army,  under  the  command  of  brigadiers  Haviland  and  Grant , 
to  Ance  Darlet ,  where  they  landed,  and  marched  to  the  ground 
oppofiteto  the  ifland  ;  -but  finding  the  road  impaffable  for  cannon, 
which  >vere  neceffiary  for  the  reduction  of  that  ifland,  I  judged  it 
befl  for  his  majeffy’s  fervice,  to  proceed  (having  previously  recon¬ 
noitred  the  fhore)  and  land  near  the  Cafe  des  Navires ;  which  we 
effebfed  on  the.  1 6th,  without  any  molefiation,  the  fhips  of  war 
having  filenced  the  batteries  above  us.  I  had  forgot,  my  lord, 
to  mention,  that  with  the  above  command,  were  the  light  infan¬ 
try  under  lieutenant  colonel  Scott,  who  were  advanced  the  night 
the  command  remained  there,  and  were  attacked  in  the  night  by 
three  companies  of  grenadiers,  fome  free-booters,  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  which  the  enemy  had  paired  over'  from  Fort  Royal ;  but 
they  were  lb  warmly  received,  that  they  retreated  precipitately, 
leaving  fome  dead  ;  and  a  ferjeant  and  three  of  their  grenadiers 
taken  prifoners,  without  any  lofs  on  our  fide.  * 

We  are  now  encamped  upon  the  heights,  above  Cafe  des  Na¬ 
vi  res  ;  and  I  was  in  hopes,  before  this  time,  to  have  given  your 
lordfhip  more  fatisfa&ory  accounts  of  our  operations.  But  the 
l-avines  or  gullys  we  have  to  pafs,  are  of  fuch  depth  and  difficulty 
of  acccfs,  and  that  in  the  face  of  many  batteries  and  redoubts, 
with  the  whole  country,  as  well  mulattoes  and  negroes,  as  inha¬ 
bitants  in  arms,  and  without  being  able  to  procure  any  material 
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reduced  :  this  is  alfo  a  place  of  no  contemptible  ftrength  ; 
and  it  was  apprehended  that  the  refinance  here  might  be 
confiderable,  if  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  in  any  degree 


intelligence,' that  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  toexpofe  hisniajefty  s 
troops  until  I  can  ereft  batteries  to  cover  them,  which  we  are  at 

work  upon  with  the  utmoft  expedition.  .  , 

However,  my  lord,  1  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  troops  continue  healthy,  although  they  have  been  neceffari  y 
expofed  to  laying  on  their  arms, and  are  in  the  higheltfpirits ;  and 
I  don’t  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  I  (hall  be  able  to  execute  this 
principal  object  of  his  majefty’s  commands,  of  which  1  lhall 

your  lordihip  the  earlieft  notice.  . 

It  eives  me  great  pleafiire  to  acquaint  your  lordihip,  how 
much  1  am  indebted  to  admiral  Rodney,  for  the  afliftance  received 
from  the  fleet  under  his  command :  the  utmoft  harmony  has  iub- 
fifted  hitherto,  and  I  am  perfuaded  will  continue  to  do  fo. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordihip  by  captain  w  a  am, 

who  takes  ho:ne  the  admiral’s  difpatches. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c» 

ROBERT  MONCKTON. 


Admiral  Rodney  s  Letter  to  Mr .  Cleveland. 

Cafe  Navire  Bay ,  Martinico,  Jan.  \’]6z% 

SIR,  . 

T  Deflreyou  will  acquaint  their  lordfhips,  that  I  arrived  at  Bar - 
A  b  a  does  on  the  zed  of  November,  having  parted  company  with 
the  fquadron  under  my  command  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  a  few 
days  after  we  left  the  channel. 

The  Foudroyant,  Modejle,  and  Bajlhsk ,  joined  me  the  2/tn, 
the  Nottingham  and  Thunder  the  ift  of  December,  and  the  l  an- 
guard,  with  the  remainder  of  the  fquadron,  on  the  9th.  The 
‘Femsraire,  and  Afteon,  with  the  troops  from  Belleijlc,  arrived  the 
14th  of  December ,  and  major  general  Monchton ,  with  the  forces 
from  North  America,  on  the  24th  ;  and  having  remained  a  lew 
days  to  water  the  fhips,  refrcih  the  men,  and  make  neceflary  dii- 
pofitions  for  our  enterprise,  we  arrived  oft  Martinico ^  the  7th  of 
January  ;  and  on  the  8th  we  all  anchored  in  St.  Anne  s  bay  ;  the 
fhips  i  had  appointed  (under  Sir  James  Douglas )  having  lilcnced 
the  forts  of  that  coaft;  in  performing  of  which,  we  had  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  the  Raifonable t  as  ihe  was  leading  in  for  one 
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correfponded  with  that  of  the  fortifications,  and  with  the 
natural  advantages  of  the  country.  Our  troops  therefore 


were 


mtkere?fe'7’S  bIftter!eS’,  0Wi?g.t0  thePiIot’s  beinS  ignorant  of  2 
little  reef  of  rocks,  which  took  her  up.  We  have  favedallher 

people,  all  her  floras,  and  I  hope  foon  to  get  all  her  guns. 

Having  by  the  motion  of  the  fleet  and  army,  taken  poflefiion 
or  an  excellent  harbour,  and  fecured  a  landing  on  the  weather- 
mott  part  of  tlie  iiland,  which  might  be  made  tenable  at  any 
time,  as  likewife  thereby  greatly  alarming  the  enemy. 

At  general  Monckton's  requeft,  I  difpatched  commodore  Snvan- 
ton,  with  a  fquadronof  ihips,  and  two  brigades,  to  the  bay  of 
i  elite  Ance^  m  order  to  take  port  there.  Captain  Hervey  of  the 
7 having  filcnced  the  battery  of  the  Grand.  Ancet  landed  his 
nm!LlnJ;s  snd  feamen,who  attacked  italfo  from  the  fhore,  and  took 
po  '-mon  of  the  fort;  and,  on  the  14th,  I  followed  with  the 
whole  fleet  and  army,  after  dedroying  the  enemy’s  batteries  at 
Anne  s  bay,  when  (having  reconnoitred  the  coaft  with  the  ge- 
3ieral)  we  came  to  a  refolution,to  make  an  attempt  between  Point 
j..egro-  and  the  G ns  de  Pilot te,  which  I  ordered  to  be  attacked  on 
the  1 6th ;  and  having  very  fucoefiively,  and  with  little  lofs  filenced 
tiie  batteries,  I  landed  general  Monckton  with  the  g reated  part  of 
Ins  forces  by  fun-fet ;  and  the  whole  army  was  on  fhore  a  little 
after  day-light  next  morning,  without  thelofsofa  man  (the  boats' 
being  commanded  by  commodore  Snvanton  in  the  centre,  capt. 
Shuldbam  on  the  right  wing,  and  capt.  Herwey  on  the  left)  with 
fucli  necefTaries  as  they  were  mod  immediately  in  want  of,  and 
had  all  the  Ihips  and  tranfports  anchored  as  much  in  fafetv.  as* 
this  coad  will  admit.  ^ 

i  alfo  landed  two  battalions  of  marines,  confiding  of  uco  men 
each. 

The  army  are  now  carrying  on  their  approaches  to  the  heights 
of  Mount  Grenie  and  Mount  Portenfon f  which  the  enemy  have 

made  as  drong  as  art  can  do,  and  from  whence  the  general  pro- 
pofes  to  lay  fiege  to  Port  Royal . 

I  have  the  happinefs  to  add,  that  the  army  and  navy  continue 
in  perfect  health;  and  carry  onthefcrvice  with  the  greated  fpirit 
and  harmony. 

General  Monckton's  fecond  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Egreniont , 

Fort  Royal  in  Martinico ,  Feb.  o.  \  n6zi 
My  Lord ,  ^  / 

JT  Had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  lorddiip  the*  20th  of  J  nu- 
aryf  when  1  acquainted  you  that  I  intended  to  attack  the  ene- 

**  "  ■  ~  my 
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were  ftill  under  forne  anxiety  for  the  final  fuccefs  of  their 
work,  and  feared,  if  not  difappointment,  at  leaft  delay* 
But  the  reduction  ofP'ort  Royal  had  fo  greatly  abated  the 

enemy’s 


my  in  the  flrong  pods  they  occupied  on  the  oppofite  heights,  and 
the  I Worm  Tartenfon,  leading  to  Fort  Royal ,  asfoon  as  1  had  erect¬ 
ed  batteries  (which  were  thought  necedary)  to  afiid  us  in  the 
palling  a  very  deep  and  wide  ravine*,  or  gully,  which  feperated 
us  from  them. 

My  difpoiition  for  the  attack  being  made  on  the  24th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  at  break  of  day  the  troops  advanced  under  a  brilk  tire  of 
our  batteries.  The  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant  firft  falling 
in  with  tiie  enemy's  advanced  pods,  began  the  attack  :  brigadier 
Rujar.e  on  the  right,  with  his  brigade,  and  the  marines,  was  to 
advance  and  attack  the  redoubts  along  the  coaft ;  1000  teamen 
in  the  flat-bottomed  boats,  rowed  us  as  he  advanced  :  Lord  Rollo’s 
brigade  fupported  the  grenadiers :  Brigadier  Waljh  with  his  bri¬ 
gade,  (fupporting  the  light  infantry  under  lieutenant  colonel  hcott ) 
to  attack  the  left  of  a  plantation,  and  to  endeavour  to  get  round 
the  enemy.  The  light  infantry  effe&ed  their  attempt,  and  while 
the  grenadiers  were  driving  the  enemy  from  poll  to  poft,  they 
got  upon  their  left,  which  helped  to  complete  the  event  of  the 
day.  The  enemy’s  works  were  now  fuccellively  attacked  with  the 
moft  irrefifl^ble  impetuofity,  fo  that  at  nine  o’clock  we  were  in 
the  entire  pofleffion  of  all  their  works,  and  the  flrong  ground  of 
Morne  I artenfon ,  conlifting  of  many  redoubts  mounted  with  can¬ 
non,  and  advantageoufly  fituated  to  aflift  the  natural  ftrength  of 
the  country.  The  enemy  retired  in  the  greateftconfufion,  to  the 
town  of  Fort  Royal ,  and  to  Morne  Gamier  (a  hill  higher  hill  than 
the  Morne  T artenfon,  and  feperated  from  it  by  a  deep  ravine,  co¬ 
vered  with  a  very  thick  brufh,  and  a  rivulet  at  the  bottom)  from 
whence  they  thought  they  were  never  to  bedillodged,  both  from 

its 

*■  A  large  hollow  made  between  two  hills ,  occafioned  by  a  fudden 
Current  of  water ,  which  is  very  frequent  and  rapid  at  the  time  of 
the  Equinox ,  It  is  of  a  con fider  able  depth ,  and  not  lefs  difficult  to  get 
into  than  to  dfiend  as  it  is  tufted  with  trees ,  brufk-wood  on  every  fide9 
and  in  many  flaces  covered  over  Thefe  the  French  lined  with  in¬ 
fantry ;  but  our  forcesrefolute,  and  determined  to  carry  the  batteries 
on  the  other  fide,  let  each  other  down  firf  flinging  their  muskets  ;  when 
they  got  to  the  other  fide,  clambered  up  as  fafi  as  poffiblci  formed f 
and  carried  all  bef  ore  them.  Some  were  let  down  precipitately ,  by 
the  banks  giving  way,  but  they  foon  recovered  thtmfilves  and  joined 
their  corps , 
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enemy’s  confidence,  that  the  militia  defpaired  of  making 
any  efieclual  defence.  I  he  planters  alfo,  folicitous  for  their 
fortunes,  were  apprehenfive  of  having  their  eftates  ruined 

by 


its  natural  ftrength,  and  the  works  and  batteries  they  had  on  it. 
The  fpirit  of  the  grenadiers  in  this  attack  was  fuch,  that  fome  of 
them  even  purfued  the  enemy  to  the  bridge  of  the  town,  and 
brought  off  prifoners  from  thence. 

While  this  was  doing  on  this  fide,  brigadier  Halv'd  and  with  his 
brigade,  two  battalions  of  Highlanders ,  and  a  corps  of  light  in- 
iantry  (which  I  had  formed  from  the  feveral  regiments  and  given 
the  command  of  to  major  Leland )  had  orders  (from  the  reported 
practicability  of  the  pafl?ge)  to  crofs  the  ravine  a  good  deal  to 
the  left,  and  attack  a  body  of  the  enemy  who  were  polled  on 
feveral  heights  oppofite  to  him,  and  to  try  to  get  into  their  left, 
and^  by  that  means  divide  their  force.  Yet,  although  they  began 
their  march  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  fuch  was  the  difficulty 
of  accefs,  though  l  am  convinced  every  means  were  tried,  that 
It  was  late  before  they  effected  it. 

When  I  found  that  the  enemy  were  giving  way  on  all  fides,  I 
ordered  lieutenant  colonel  Scott’s  light  infantry,  brigadier  Waljh’s. 
brigade,  and  a  divifion  of  the  grenadiers,  to  a  plantation  more  to 
the  left.  Where  brigadier  Haviland  was  to  have  come  down  : 
they  drove  off  fome  of  the  enemy  polled  there  ;  and  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  poffeiTed  themfelves  of  a  very  advantageous  polf  oppofite 
to  Morne  Gamier .  To  fupport  them,  I  ordered  brigadier  Havi- 
land s corps  (which  now  had  paifed)  to  their  right:  the  divifion 
of  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant,  and  Waljb's  brigade,  kept 
poffieffion  of  the  upper  plantation,  and  communicated  with  Havd 
land* s  corps.  The  marines,  which  I  had  taken  from  brigadier 
Rufane ,  I  polled  to  cover  the  road  between  the  two  plantations. 

On  the  25th,  we  began  to  ereCl:  batteries  on  Morne  Fartenfon, 
againft  the  citadel  of  Fort  Royal ,  but  were  much  annoyed  on  that, 
and  the  followingday,  by  the  enemy  from  Morne  Gamier .  Find¬ 
ing  that  it  was  abfolute  neceffajy  to  attack  this  place  to  the  left, 
where  the  corps  of  light  infantry,  and  brigadier  Haviland’s  bri^ 
gade  were  polled,  I  determined  immediately  to  errefr  batteries 
againft  thefe  of  the  enemy  which  annoyed  us,  and  which  might 
aifo  cover  our  paftage  of  the  ravine. 

On  the  27th,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  enemy, 
under  cover ©f  their  batteries,  and  with  the  greatetl  part  of  their 
force,  !kad  the  temerity  to  attack  the  two  corps  of  light  infantry, 
and  brigadier  Ha<viland’$  brigade,  in  the  polls  they  occupied  ^ 
but  were  received  with  fuch  fteadinefs,  that  they  were  immedi- 
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by  a  war  too  long  continued,  or  perhaps  of  lofing  all  by 
paffing  the  opportunity  of  a  favourable  capitulation.  In¬ 
fluenced  by  thefe  motives,  and  dilheartened  by  the  train  of 

mis- 


ately  repulfed  ;  and  fucli  was  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  that  they 
palled  the  ravine  with  the  enemy,  feized  their  batteries,  and  took 
poll:  there,  being  reinforced  by  brigadier  W'aljb* s  brigade,  and 
the  divilion  of  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  on  the  attack  had  marched  to  fupport  them.  Night  was 
now  come  on  ;  but  major  Leland  moving  on  to  the  left  with  his 
light  infantry,  and  finding  no  oppofition,  continued  his  rout  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy’s  redoubts,  which  he  foon  came  up  to,  and  took 
polfelbon  of  the  enemy  (except  a  few  grenadiers,  who  were  pri- 
foners)  having  abandoned  them.  Their  troops  retired  into  the 
town  and  citadel,  and  the  militia  difperfed  in  the  country.  Briga¬ 
diers  Wal/h,  Grant  and  Hanji land ,  immediately  moved  up  to  fup- 
poxt  the  light  infantry  :  fothat  at  nine  o’clock  at  night,  his  ma- 
jedy’s  troops  were  in  pofTeffion  of  this  very  flrong  poll,  which  en¬ 
tirely  commanded  the  citadel.  So  precipitate  was  the  enemy's 
flight,  that  they  left  a  mortar  loaded,  and  8  or  9  guns  unfpiked, 
with  a  quantity  of  ammunition  and  proviiions.  The  cannon  and 
mortar  were  turned  againft  the  citadel  in  the  morning. 

Having  gained  this  advantageous  pod,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  fo  much  annoyed  ns  and  having  completed  two  batteries  on 
Mome  Tar  ten/on,  confiding  of  fourteen  guns  and  three  mortars, 
we  opened  them  on  the  30th  :  but  finding  that  the  didance  was 
too  great,  and  having  now  Mome  Capucbine  in  our  power,  not 
more  than  400  yards  didant  from  the  fort,  as  well  as  the  pofief- 
iion  of  the  town,  I  immediately  refolved  to  ereft  batteries  at 
both  thefe  places,  the  fooner  to  reduce  the  citadel ;  but  for  the 
eader  conveyance  of  our  cannon  by  water,  I  ordered  major  Leland \ 
with  his  light  infantry,  to  take  poll  on  the  river  monfieur. 

The  enemy  perceiving  our  deligns,  and  for  reafons  bed  known 
to  themfelves,  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  indant,  beat  the  cha- 
made ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  gate  of  the  citadel  was  de¬ 
livered  up  to  his  majedy’s  troops  the  evening  of  the  4th,  and  at 
nine  o’clock  next  morning  the  garrifon  marched  out,  on  the  terms 
of  the  capitulation.  It  confided  of  about  800  men,  grenadiers, 
marines,  militia,  and  free-booters.  About  150  cf  the  garrifon 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  liege.  The  enemy  might  have 
kept  us  much  longer,  as  it  would  have  been  absolutely  neceffary 
to  have  made  two  or  three  breaches,  which  mud  have  taken  fome 
time. 

In  the  feveral  attacks,  lam  credibly  informed, that  the  enemy 

had 


'ytw'-  fzl 


* 


4s  g  H I.  S TOR  Y  of  tie  W A  R .  1762. 

misfoi  tunes  which  hud  attended  the  French  arms  here  and 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  they  refolved  to  hold  out 

no 


had  not  lefs  than  icoo  men  killed,wounded,  and  taken  prifoners: 
among  the  latter,  feveral  of  their  principal  officers  of  the  mi¬ 
litia,  taken  the  24th.  Ourlofs  your  lordlhip  will  fee  by  the  re¬ 
turn.  You  have  alfo  my  lord,  a  return  of  the  artillery  anddores 
taken  from  the  enemy  on  the  24th  and  27th  of  January ;  and  in 
the  citadel  at  its  furrender  on  the  5th  inftant. 

1  cannot  find  words,  my  lord,  to  render  that  ample  judice  due 
to  the  true  valour  and  perfevering  ardour  of  his  majedy’s  troops, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  command.  The  difficulties  they  had 
to  encounter  in  the  attack  of  an  enemy,  poffeffed  of  every  ad¬ 
vantage  that  art  or  nature  could  give  them,  were  great.  Their 
perfeverance,  in  furmotinting  thefe  obdacles,  furnifhes  a  noble 
example  ofPritifih  fpirit. 

The  brigadiers  Haviland,  Grant,  Rufane,  Lord  Rollo,  and 
Walih,  and  all  the  officers  in  general,  deferve  the  higheft  ap- 
plaufe  for  their  animated  and  foldierlike  conduit. 

The  grenadiers  of  the  army,  in  three  divifions,  headed  by  the 
lieutenant  colonels  Fletcher,  Maffy,  and  Vaughan,  and  the  light 
Infantry  and  rangers,  in  three  bodies,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
colonel  Scott,  major  Leland,  and  captain  Kennedy,  particularly 
diftinguifhing  themfelves,  the  warmed  part  of  the  fervice  having 
fallen  to  their  lot. 

M.  la  I  ouche  the  governor  general,  after  leaving  a  garrifon  in 
Tort  koyal,  retired  with  the  remains  of  his  grenadiers,  and  is  now, 
as  I  am  informed,  at  St,  Pierre*  We  have  not  as  yet  had  the  lead 
correfpondence  together,  nor  has  he  fo  much  as  feat  to  enquire 
after  his  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners. 

Immediately  upon  the  fort  furrendering,  the  admiral  and  I  re* 
ceivcd  a  deputation  from  mod  of  the  quarters  of  the  ifland,  de- 
airing  fikewife  to  capitulate,  M.  La  Touche  having  refufed  them  to 
enter  into  any  terms.  On  the  7th  indant  we  agreed  upon  the  ca¬ 
pitulations,  to  which  we  have  every  day  fome  of  the  other  quar¬ 
ters  oi  the  ifland  acceding.  St .  Pierre ,  and  the  neighbouring  quar¬ 
ters,  are  the  only  ones  which  hold  out,  owing  to  the  prefence  of 
M.  La  T  ouche ;  but  fhouid  they  not  come  in,  in  a  day  or  two, 
which  I  am  told  I  may  expeft  every  hour,  I  purpofe  moving  that 
way,  and  do  not  the  lead  doubt  but  that  I  lhall  foon  reduce 
them  to  reafon.  - 

On  the  7th  infiant,  Pidgeon  JJland ,  one  of  the  defences  of  this 
harbour,  furrendered  by  fummons  on  the  fame  terms  of  the  citadel, 
(camion  excepted.) 

Ycuf 
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no  longer  ;  and  general  Monckton,  juft  as  he  was 

ready  to  embark  for  the  reduction  ot  St.  Picric,  Feb.  12* 

was  fortunately  prevented  by  the  arrival  of  depu-  ^ 


Your  lordlhip  may  look  upon  the  capitulation  for  the  ifland  as 
fixed,  the  admiral  and  myfelf  being  refolved  not  to  make  the  leaft 
alteration.  The  other  quarters  mull  accede  to  it.  .  ^ 

We  hope  both  the  capitulations  will  receive  his  majefty  s  ap* 
probation,  as  it  has  been  our  earnelt  lludy  to  obtain,  on  our  part, 
every  advantage  to  the  nation,  that  could  accrue  from  the  con- 
quell  of  this  illand. 

The  day  after  the  affair  of  the  27th,  learning  front  one  of  my 
parties  that  M .  Nadau  Deutru.il,  late  the  French  governor  of  the 
illand  of  Guadaloupe,  was  at  a  houfe  about  two  leagues  from 
my  quarters,  I  thought  it  necelfary  to  fend,  and  bring  hint  in, 
and  he  is  now  with  me  a  prifoner.  I  purpofe  fending  hint  to 
France  by  fonte  opportunity  that  may  offer  hereafter,  lit  o.  French 
troops  are  all  aboard,  and  will  foon  fail  for  France  according  to 
the  capitulation. 

I  have  given  orders  for  the  repair  of  the  citadel,  and  for  every 
neceffary  work.  The  inhabitants,  who  had  all  quitted  their 
houfes,  and  retired  to  the  heights,  are  now  returning  to  them  ; 
and  as  foon  as  I  have  fixed  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre ,  I  fhali 
purfue  the  other  parts  of  his  majefty 's  inllruttions. 

I  mull  repeat  to  your  lordlhip  the  harmony  that  fubfifts  between 
the  fleet  and  army,  and  the  cordial  alliflance  we  have  received 
from  admiral  Rodney ,  in  every  part  of  the  operations  where  his 
aid  could  be  ufeful. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordlhip  by  major  Gates ,  one  of 
my  aid-de-camps,  who  will  inform  your  lordlhip  of  any  particu¬ 
lars  you  may  deflre  to  know.  I  mull  beg  leave  to  recommend  him 
to  hismajefty’s  favour,  as  a  very  deferving  officer,  and  who  has 
now  ferved  upwards  of  twelve  years  in  America  with  mucli 
credit, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  c . 

R.  MONCKTON. 

Rear  Admiral  Rodney  s  fecond  Letter  to  Mr .  Cleveland. 

Fort  Royal  Bay ,  Martinico,  Feb.  10,  1762. 

ClNCE  my  letter  of  the  19th  of  January,  fent  exprefs  by 
captain  Walfingham ,  acquainting  their  lordfhips  with  my 

arrival  and  landing  the  army  at  Cafe  Navire  ;  I  have  tire  honour 

G  g  “  to 
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ties,  who  came  to  capitulate  for  the  furrender  of  that  place, 
and  of  the  whole  ifland. 

H  he  i ut  1  endcr  of  Martinico,  which  was  the  feat  of  the 

fuperior 


to  congratulate  them  on  the  furrender  of  the  moll:  important  ci- 
2  5  °,  ^ort  Royal,  a>id  Pidgeon  Ifland ;  which  has  given  his 
maje  iy  s  forces  poffiedion  of  the  nobled  and  bed  harbour  in  tliefe 
parts  of  the  Weft  Indies . 

I  he  almoh  infurmountable  difficulties  the  troops  had  to  flings 
gx  with,  and  the  furprizing  drength  of  the  country,  improved  by 
a  that  art  could  add,  will  be  bed  explained  by  general  Monckton . 
±>ut  this  I  mud  fay,  in  judice  to  thofe  I  have  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand,  that  the  intrepidity  and  gallant  behaviour  of  the  officers 
and  troops  employed  on  tins  expedition,  could  be  equalled  only 
by  the  eager  and  chearful  activity  of  the  officers  and  feamen  ;  who 
contributed  every  thing  in  their  power  towards  the  reduflion  of 
t*  e  place,  and  made  no  difficulties  in  tranfporting  numbers  of 
tne  neavied  mortars  and  thins  cannon,  up  the  deeped  mountains, 

at  a  very  condderable  didance  from  the  fea,  and  acrofs  the  ene¬ 
my  s  line  of  fire. 

JHiave  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  their  Iordfhips,  that  we  have 
taken,  in  this  port,  fourteen  of  the  enemy's  bed  privateers ;  and 
many  more  which  are  in -the  other  ports  of  the  ifland,  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  delivered  into  rny  hands,  agreeable  to  the  capitulation 
of  the  inhabitants :  and  tor  all  further  particulars,  I  mud  refer 
their  Iordfhips  to  captain  Darby ,  who  is  charged  with  thefe  dif- 
patches. 

^  Jt  gives  me  the  dneereft  fatisfaftion,  that  I  can  affine  their 
iordlhips,  the  modperfeff  harmonyhas  fubtided  between  the  navy 
aimy,  each  vying  (in  the  mod  friendly  manner)  which  diould 
ferve  his  majedy  and  their  country  bed. 

General  Monckton's  third  Letter,  dated ,  St.  Peter's ,  Martinico , 

February  2- ?  1762, 

My  Lord, 

)  «ad  the  honour  of  writing  to  you;  Lordfhipthe  9th  bid.  from 
tort  Royal  which  went  by  my  aid-de-camp,  major  Gates , 
who  failed  from  thence  in  his  majedy  s  ifr.jp  Nightingale ,  on  the 
loth  ind.  a  duplicate  of  that  letter  1  now  inclofe. 

jun  when  I  was  about  to  embark  for  the  reduction  of  St.  Peter' s 
t  vvo  deput  ics  arrived  at  port  Royal  on  the  12th  ind.  offering  terms 
of  capitulation  for  the  whole  ifland,  on  the  part  ofM.  La  VaJJ'or 
pslatavcbe,  the  Governor-General  on  the  isth.  They  received 

thq 
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fuperior  government,  the  principal  mart  of  trade*  and  the 
centre  of  all  the  French  force  in  the  Caribbees,  naturally 

drew  on  the  furrender  of  all  the  dependent  iflands*  Gra¬ 
nada, 


the  Admiral's  and  my  anfwers,  to  their  propofals,  which  they  car¬ 
ried  to  St.  Peter's ;  and  on  the  14th  returned  with  the  capitulation 
iigned.  In  confequence  of  which,  I  left  tort  Ryal  on  the  15th* 
with  the  grenadiers  of  the  army,  and  the  2d  brigade;  and  on  the 
following  day  took  poffeihon  ot  this  large  and  opulent  town,  with 
all  the  poils  in  the  neighbourhood.  .The  enemy  marched  out  about 
320  grenadiers,  who  are  embarked,  and  will  fail  immediately  for 
France.  M.  Ls  VaJJ'or  Delatoucbe ,  the  Governor-General,  M. 

Rout  lie ,  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  the  Half  will  Ihortly  fol- 

*  * 

low. 

Inclofed  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  for  the 
iHand,  which  we  humbly  hope  will  meet  with  his  Majetlys  ap¬ 
probation.  Commodore  Stanton  is  now  of!  the  (grenades  with  a 
fquadron  of  men  of  war ;  and  J  propofe  fending  immediately  Frig, 
Gen.  Waljb  with  the  5th  brigade,  and  the  corps  of  light  infantry 
linder  Lieut.  Col.  Scott,  in  order  to  reduce  that  and  the  other 
iflands.  I  have  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  number  of  white 
men  in  the  Grenades  do  not  exceed  500 ;  and  in  the  other  illands 
not  quite  fo  many. 

1  Ihould  have  proceeded  upon  this  fervice  myfelf,  had  I  not 
thought  it  of  more  confequence,  for  his  Majeity's  fervice,  my 
remaining  here  at  this  critical  time,  when,  by  what  we  can  learn, 
a  rupture  with  Spain  may  be  daily  expected  ;  and  here  I  am  alio 
at  hand  to  fettle  many  material  affairs  relative  to  the  fecurity  of 
this  conqueft. 

Indeed,  1  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  Frig*  Waljb  will 
meet  with  very  little  obltruCtion  in  his  operations*  However, 
ihould  he  not  immediately  fucceed,  I  lhall  move  that  way  with  a 
larger  force,  and  make  no  doubt  to  compel  them  to  a  fpeedy  fur- 
render. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  Cent  home  an  exprefs  until  I 
could  have  informed  your  Lordfhip  of  the  reduction  of  the  other 

iflands  mentioned  in  his  Majeity’s  initructions. - But  as 

this  Bland  is  now  completely  reduced  to  his  Majeity’s  obedience,  I 
was  apprehenfive  that  a  delay,  in  lignifying  this  interciting  event, 
might  be  attended  with  fome  bad  confequences  at  this  critical 
juncture.  1  therefore  fend  this  by  my  Aid-de-Camp.  Captain 
Ricaut ,  who  can  inform  your  Lordlhip  of  any  particulars  you  may 
delire  10  know  ;  and  1  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Lord- 
ihip’s  countenance,  as  a  veiy  deferving  and  good  office:. 
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nada5  a  fertile  ifland,  and  pollefled  of  fome  good  harbours, 
was  given  up  without  oppofition.  St.  Lucia,  and  St.  Vin¬ 
cent,  the  right  to  which  had  fo  long  been  objects  of  con- 

•  4  tention 

*  -  . .  1  ■-  . .  .  — ■ ■■ 

As  it  was  neceflary  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  immediately  to  hi! 
fome  civil  employments  here,  I  have,  accordingly,  appointed 
proper  perfons  to  a t't  until  his  Majefty’s  pleafure  be  known. 

Your  Lordlhip  has,  herewith,  a  return  of  the  artillery,  and 
warlike  ftores,  found  in  the  town,  the  Reduit ,  and  the  other  dif¬ 
ferent  pods. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

ROE.  MONCKTON. 

Admiral  Rodney’s  third  Letter ,  dated,  St.  Pierre's  Road,  Martinicos 

February  28,  lj6z. 

glNCE  my  difpatch.es  of  the  icth  inftant,  by  Capt.  Darb\\  ac¬ 
quainting  their  Lordfhips  with  the  furrender  of  Fort  Royal9 
and  the  capitulation  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants,  I  have 
the  additional  pleafure  to  congratulate  their  Lordfhips  on  the  con- 
quefl  of  the  whole  illand  of  Martinico ;  M.  Delatoucbe  having, 
thought  proper  to  fend  his  brother  on  board  the  Marlborough 9 
with  articles  of  capitulation,  juft  in  time  to  fave  the  town  of  St. 
Pierre  from  deftruft ion  ;  a  copy  of  which  capitulation,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inclofe. 

As  this  great  ifland  is  now  entirely  fubje&ed  to  his  Majefty’s 
obedience,  I  can  only  repeat,  in  this  public  manner,  my  entire 
approbation  cf  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  feamen  of  that 
part  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  command, 
all  having  exerted  themfelves  in  their  proper  ftaftions,  with  an  or¬ 
der  and  refolution  becoming  Britifli  feamen. 

Immediately  on  the  furrender  of  St.  Pierre  s,I  difpatched  Com¬ 
modore  Savant o?i,  with  a  fquadron  of  his  Majefty’s  ihips  to  join 
thofe  already  before  the  ifland  of  Granada ,  and  block  up  that 
port  as  clofe  as  poffible:  The  iflands  of  St.  Vincent  and  St.  Lucia 
are  likewife  very  clofely  blockaded ;  and  I  make  not  the  leaft 
doubt,  but  that  all  the  Caribbee  iflands  will,  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
be  fubje&ed  to  his  Majefly. 

On  the  4r.l1  inftant,  Capt.  Ourry,  of  his  Majefty’s  ftiip  the 
Atteon,  cruizing  o iT  Tobago,  fell  in  with  and  took  a  large  Spanijh 
regifkr  Ih ip,  laden  with  cannon,  powder,  fwali  arms,  and  ordi¬ 
nance  ft  (ires,  bound  to  Laquira » 

'  *  *  Admiral 
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tention  between  the  two  nations,  followed  its  example.  The 
Englifh  were  now  the  foie  and  undiflurbed  poffeiTors  of  all 
the^Caribbees,  and  held  that  chain  of  innumerable  iflands 
which  forms  an  immenfe  bow,  extending  from  the  eafteru 
point  of  Hifpaniola  almoft  to  the  continent  of  South  Ame¬ 
rica.  And  though  fome  of  thefe  ifiands  are  barren,  none 
of  them  very  large,  and  not  many  of  them  well  inhabited^ 
they  boaft  more  trade  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  many  refpedt- 
able  kingdoms. 

The  time,  in  which  Martinico  was  reduced,  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  almoft  as  much  confequence  as  the  redu&ion. 
itfelf ;  for  the  war  againft  Spain  having  been  declared  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  it  became  advifeable  t-o  ftiike  early 
fuch  an  effcddive  blow  againft  that  nation  as  might  incline 
them  to  a  fpeedy  peace,  or  might  influence  the  fortune 
of  the  whole  war,  if,  contrary  to  our  wifhes,  the  war 
fhould  continue.  It  was,  on  this  plan,  neceflary  to  employ 
a  very  great  force,  and,  of  courfe,  to  call  away  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  that  which  had  been  employed  at  Mar¬ 
tinico,  whilft  the  feafon  permitted  them  to  act. 

When  the  Britifh  adminiftration  determined  to  trans¬ 
fer  the  war  into  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  with  great 
judgment  they  fixed  they  eyes  at  once  upon  the  capital 
obiedt  (a)  :  and  refolved  to  commence  their  operations 

where 


Admiral  Rodney's  fourth  Letter ,  dated,  St.  Pierre's  Road,  Martinico , 

March  1,  1762. 

jr  Have  this  moment  received  an  exprefs  from  Captain  Htrvgy, 
*  that  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  is  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
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(a)  As  the  merit  of  projecting  this  expedition  has  beenyariou/Jy 
related ,  the  following  particulars  may  not  be  improperly  given  here . 

_ Admiral  Knowles  on  his  return  from  Jamaica  in  1756,  took 

an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  Havanna ,  and  infpeping  its  fortifi¬ 
cations ,  of  which  he  made  plans ,  and  other  material  obferyations  * 
thefe  at  the  requcjl  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland ,  were  laid  bejoi  1 
him  for  his  infpcCtion ,  who  knowing  the  merit  of  the  cidmu  a l  as  an 
engineer ,  confultcd  him  on  the  mofi  probable  means  of  putting  them 
into  execution  ;  thefe  his  royal  hi ghnefs  formed  into  a  regular  plan 
for  execution^  which  he  ftnt  to  the  mmjlry ,  who  held  them  under 
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v/here  others  of  lefs  ability  would  have  chofen  to  conclude 
them.  In  an  attack  upon  fub Ordinate  places,  the  conqueft 
would  not  have  been  much  more  certain  ;  when  obtained 
it  would  be  far  from  decifive ;  and  a  failure  would  have 
been  fatal,  as  it  would  include  a  lofs  of  reputation.  The 
failure  of  an  armament  in  a  fubordinate  attack  is  a  bad  pre- 
paiative  tor  a  greater  attempt.  i  he  plan,  therefore,  of  the 
war  or  1740  in  the  Spanifh  Indies,  in  which  we  be^an 
with  Porto  Bello,  and  fo  proceeded  to  Carthagena,  tcc, 
was  mean,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  in  one  of  thefe  attempts 
did  nothing  towards  infuring  fuccefs  in  thex»ther;  and  if 
jve  had  nmceeded  in  both  attempts,  our  advantage  would 
have  had  but  little  influence  on  a  third.  But  the  plan  of 
the  war,  juft  now  concluded,  was  great  and  juft-  becaufe 
we  began  with  the  Havannah,  in  which  the  whole  trade 
and  navigation  of  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  center,  and 
without  which  it  cannot  be  carried  on.  If  we  fhould  ac- 
quiefce  in  this  conqueft,  this  conqueft  alone  would  almoft 
have  fin  1  (lied  the  wai  j  becaufe  it  would  have  utterly  in¬ 
tercepted  the  enemy’s  refources.  If  we  chofe  to  purfueour 
advantage,  it  expofed  the  whole  Spanifh  America. 


W—  . . .  .  ,  - 

confederation  for  fane  time  ;  however ,  this  plan  zvas  difapproved 
of  by  lord  Anfon ,  then  firjl  lord  of  the  Admiralty ,  who  formed 
another ,  which  zvas  carried  into  execution  ;  but  as  his  royal  high- 
nefs  had  very  early  interejhd  himfelf  in  the  expedition ,  the  ap¬ 
pointing  of  a  commander  of  the  land- force  zvas  left  to  him ,  which 
naturally  fell  on  the  earl  of  Albemarle ,  whom  he  had  in  a  manner 
tutored  from  his  earliejl  years . 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

,  c  -  ~  >  \  '  *  f 

Commanders  In  the  expedition  againf  the  Havannah.  Fleet 
fails  from  Portfmonth .  Pafage  through  the  old  freights 

of  Bahama .  Town  and  harbour  of  the  Havannah  dejeribed . 
Troops  land,  Difpofition  of  the  troops .  Siege  of  Fort  Mo- 
ro>  Captain  Harvey  cannonades  the  Moro .  Englijh  batte¬ 
ry  fired .  Difrefs  of  the  Englijh  forces .  Succours  arrive 
from  North  America .  ^  /ally.  The  fort  formed.  Ope¬ 

rations  againfl  the  town.  The  Havannah  J'urrenders .  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  acquiftion . 

T  T  being  determined  to  commence  with  this  enterprize, 
fuch  commanders  were  to  be  choien,  as  could  be  lately 
intruded  with  the  condudl  of  an  undertaking  fo  weighty, 
and  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  fo  much  depended.  Lord  Al¬ 
bemarle,  the  friend  and  difciple  ot  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
commanded  the  land  forces.  Admiral  Pococke,  who  having 
contributed  by  his  valour  towards  that  fovereignty  which 
his  country  had  obtained  in  the  Ead  Indies,  was  now  chofcn 
to  extend  its  empire  and  its  honour  in  the  W ed. 

They  failed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  5th  of  March,  the 
day  on  which  the  Grenades  v/ere  Surrendered.  A  fleet  had 
failed  from  Martinico  under  the  command  of  that  Spirited 
and  intelligent  officer,  Sir  James  Douglas,  in  order  to  rein¬ 
force  them.  The  Squadrons  very  happily  met,  without  de¬ 
lay  or  difperfion,  at  Cape  Nichola,  the  north-wed  point  of 
Hifpaniola,  on  the  27th  of  May.  After  this  jun£tion,  the 
armament  amounted  to  nineteen  fhips  of  the  line  ;  eighteen 
Small  vefiels  of  war ;  and  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  tran¬ 
sports,  which  conveyed  about  ten  thoufand  land  forces.  A 
Supply  of  four  thoufand  had  been  ordered  from  New  York, 
and  was  expe&ed  to  join  them  very  near  as  early  as  they 
could  be  fuppofed  able  to  commence  their  operations. 

There  were  two  choices  before  the  admiral  for  his  comic 
to  the  Havannah.  The  fird  and  mod  obvious  was  the  com¬ 
mon  way,  to  keep  to  the  South  of  Cuba,  and  1  all  into  the 
track  of  the  galleons.  But  this,  though  by  much  the  iaieli, 
yvould  prove  by  far  the  mod  tedious  paffage  ;  and  delays, 
above  all  things  were  to  be  avoided,  as  the  fuccefs  of  the 
whole  enterprize  would  probably  depend  upon  its  being  in 
forwardnefs  before  the  hurricane  feafon  came  on.  He  there¬ 
fore 
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tore  refolded  to  run  along  the  northern  fhore  of  that  ifland, 
puriuing  his  career  from  eaft  to  weft  through  a  narrow  paf- 
iage,  not  lefsthan  {even  hundred  miles  in  length,  called  the 
old  ftreights  of  Bahama. 

This  paflage,  through  almoft  the  whole  of  its  extent,  is 
bounded  on  the  right  and  left  by  the  moft  dangerous  fands 
and  ftioals,  which  render  the  navigation  fo  hazardous,  that 
it^  has  ulually  been  avoided  by  Angle  and  fmall  veflels. 
T  here  was  no  pilot  in  the  fleet  whofe  experience  could  be 
depended  on  to  conduct  them  fafely  through  it.  7"he  ad¬ 
miral,  however,  determined  on  this  paflage  ;  and  being  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  good  chart  of  lord  Anfon’s,  he  refolved  to  truft 
to  his  own  lagacity,  condudf,  and  vigilance,  to  carry  fafely 
through  thole  {freights  a  fleet  of  near  two  hundred  fail.  So 
bold  an  attempt  had  never  been  made  ;  but  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  guard  this  boldnefs  from  the  imputation  of  te¬ 
merity.  A  veflel  was  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  paflage,  and, 
when  returned,  was  ordered  to  take  the  lead  ;  fome  frigates 
followed  ;  floops  and  boats  were  ftationed  on  the  right  and 
left  on  the  {hallows,  with  well  adapted  fignals  both  for  the 
day  and  the  night.  7  he  .fleet  moved  in  feven  divifions. 
And  being  favoured  with  pleafant  weather,  and  fecured  by 
the  admirable  difpofltions  which  were  made,  they,  without 
the  fmalleft  lofs  or  interruption,  got  clear  thro’  this  perilous 
paflage  on  the  5th  of  June,  having  entered  it  on  the  27th 
of  May. 

The  Havannah,  the  obje£f  of  their  long  voyage,  and  of 
fo  many  anxious  hopes  and  fears,  was  now  before  them. 
7"his  place  is  not  denominated  the  capital  of  Cuba;  St.Jago, 
fiituated  at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  ifland,  has  that  title  : 
but  the  Havannah,  though  the  fecond  in  rank,  is  the  firft  in 
wealth,  fize,  and  importance.  The  harbour,  upon  which  it 
Hands,  is,  in  every  refpe£f,  one  of  the  beft  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  and  perhaps  in  the  world.  It  is  entered  by  a  narrow 
paffage,  upwards  of  half  a  mile  in  length,  which  afterwards 
expands  into  a  large  bafon,  forming  three  cul  de  facs ;  (a) 
and  is  fufEcient,  in  extent  and  depth,  to  contain  a.thoufand 
fail  of  the  largeft  (hips,  having  almoft  throughout  fix  fathom 
water,  and  being  perfectly  covered  from  every  wind.  In 
this  bay  the  rich  fleets  from  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Spanifh 

Weft 


(a)  Deep  Bays* 
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Weft  Indies,  called  the  Galleons  and  the  Flota*  afTemble, 
before  they  finally  fet  out  on  their  voyage  for  Europe. 

This  circumftance  has  rendered  the  Havannah  one  of 
the  rnoft  opulent,  flourifhing,  and  populous  cities  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  Great  care  was  taken  to  fortify  and  fe- 
cure  a  place,  which,  by  being  the  center  of  io  lich  a  com-* 
merce,  would  naturally  become  the  faireft  maik  for  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  an  enemy*  d  he  narrow  entrance  into  this  har¬ 
bour  is  fecured  on  one  fide  by  a  very  ftrong  fort,  called  the 
Moro,  (C)  built  upon  a  projedting  point  of  land  .  on  die 
other,  it  is  defended  by  a  fort  called  the  Puntal,  (D)  which 
joins  the  town.  The  town  itfelf,  which  is  fituated  to  the 
weft  ward  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to 
the  Moro  fort,  is  furrounded  by  a  good  rampart,  (AA) 
flanked  with  baftioiis,  and  covered  with  a  ditch. 

The  Spaniards,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  preparing 
for  war,  had  formed  a  confiderable  navy  in  the  Weft  Indies  : 
this  fleet,  (q)  which  was  near  twenty  fail,  moftly  or  the  line, 
lay  at  this  time  in  the  bafon  of  the  Havannah  ;  but  they  had 
not,  when  our  armament  appeared  before  the  port,  received, 
it  feems,  any  authentic  account  from  their  court  concerning 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between  the  two  nations. 

Whether  the  Spaniards  were  rendered  inadlive  by  the 
want  of  inftru&ions,  whether  all  their  fhips  were  not  in 
fighting  condition,  or  whatever  elfe  was_  the  caufe,  this 
fleet  lay  quiet  in  the  harbour.  If  fome  of  the  above  rea- 
fons  did  not  oppofe,  it  may  be  very  rationally  fuppofed, 
that  their  beft  part  would  have  been  to  come  out,  and  fight 
our  fquadron.  They  were  not  very  far  from  an  equality  * 
and  though  the  i/Tue  of  a  battle  might  have  proved  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  them,  yet  a  battle  tolerably  maintained  would 
have  much  difabled  our  armament,  and  perhaps  have  been 
a  means  of  preventing  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  enterprize. 
The  lofs  of  their  fleet  in  this  way  might  poflibly  have  laved 
the  city  •  but,  the  city,  once  taken,  nothing  could  poflibly 
fave  the  fleet.  It  is  true,  they  much  trufted,  and  not  wholly 
without  region,  to  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  to  thole 
aftonifhing  difficulties  which  attend  any  military  operation, 
that  is  drawn  out  to  length  in  this  unhealthy  climate.  In 
other  refpedis,  they  were  very  far  from  being,  deficient  in 
proper  meafures  for  their  defence.  i  hey  made  a  ftrong 
boom  (p)  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  ;  and  almoft  the 

H  h  only 
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ci'ly  ufe  they  made  of  their  Shipping,  in  the  defence  of  the 
place,  was  to  link  three  of  them  (n)  behind  this  boom* 
When  all  things  were  in  readinefs  for  landing,  the  admi¬ 
ral,  with  a  great  part  of  the  fleet,  bore  away  to  the  weft- 
waul,  (s)  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  from  the 
true  object,  and  made  a  feint*  as  if  he  intended  to  land  up¬ 
on  that  fide ;  while  commodore  Keppel  and  captain  Har¬ 
vey,  commanding  a  detachment  of  the  fqttadron,  approach¬ 
ed  the  fhore  to  the  eaftward  (t)  of  the  harbour, 
June  7.  and  effected  a  landing  there  in  the  utmoft  order, 
without  any  oppofition,  having  previoufly  filenced 

a  fmall  tort,  (F)  which  might  have  given  fome  diftur- 
bance. 

t  ^he  principal  body  of  the  army  was  deftined  to  a&  upon 
tnis  fide.  It  was  divided  into  two  corps  \  one  of  which  was 
advanced  a  confiderable  way  in  the  country,  towards  the 
fouth-eafl  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  cover  the  liege,  and 
to  fecure  our  parties  employed  in  watering  and  procuring 
piovifions.  I  his  corps  was  commanded  by  general  Elliot. 
I  he  other  was  immediately  occupied  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
Moro,  (w)  to  the  reduction  of  which  the  efforts  of  the  En- 
giifh  were  principally  direfled,  as  the  Moro  commanded 
the  town,  and  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  This  attack 
was  condudted  by  general  Keppel.  To  make  a  diverfion  in 
favour  of  this  grand  operation,  a  detaehment,  under  colonel 
How,  was  encamped  to  the  weftward  of  the  town.  This 
body  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and  the 
country,  and  kept  the  enemy’s  attention  divided.  Such  was 
the  difpofition,  and  it  was  impoffible  to  make  a  better,  of 
the  land  forces  during  the  whole  fiege,  (a) 

The 


(a)  Explanation  of  the  Plan  of  the  fiege  of  the  HAVANNAH, 
drawn  by  an  officer  on  the  fpot,  dlugufl  15,  1.762. 
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The  hardfliips  which  the  Englifh  army  fuftained,  in  car- 
ryino-  on  the  fiege  of  the  Moro,  are  almoft.  inexprcffible  : 
the  earth  was  every  where  fo  thin,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  they  could  cover  themfelves  in  their  approaches. 
There  was  no  fpring  or  river  near  them  ;  it  was  neceffary 
to  bring  water  from  a  great  diftance  ;  and  fo  precaiious  and 
fcanty  was  this  fupply,  that  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  water  from  the  {hips.  Roads  for  communication 
were  to  be  cut  through  thick  woods  ;  the  artillery  was  to  be 
dragged  for  a  vaft  way  over  a  rough  rocky  fhore.  Several 
dropped  down  dead  with  heat,  thirft,  and  fatigue.  But 
fuch  was  the  refolution  of  our  people,  fuch  the  happy  and 
perfect  unanimity  which  fubfifted  between  the  land  and  the 
fea  fervices,  that  no  difficulties,  no  hardfhips,  flackened  lor 
a  moment  the  operations  againft  this  important,  ftrong, 
and  well  defended  place.  Batteries  were,  in  fpite  of  all 
difficulties,  raifed  againft  the  Moro,  and  along  the  hill  upon 
which  this  fort  ftands,  in  order  to  drive  the  enemy  s  fhips 
deeper  into  the  harbour,  and  thus  to  prevent  them  from 
molefting  our  approaches. 

The  enemy’s  fire,  and  that  of  the  befiegers,  was  for  a 
long  time  pretty  near  on  an  equality,  and  it  was  kept  up 
with  great  vivacity  on  both  fides.  The  Spaniards  in  the 
fort  communicated  with  the  town,  from  which  they  were 

H  h  2  recruited 
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i  The  batteries  againfl  the  Moro • 
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tccruitcd  and  fupplied  ;  they  did  not  rely  folely 
June  29.  on  their  works ;  they  made  a  fally  with  Efficient 
,  lefolution,  and  a  confiderable  force,  but  with  lit¬ 

tle  fuccefs.  They  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  a  lofs  of 
two  or  three  hundred  men  left  dead  on  the  fpot. 

Whilft  thefe  works  were  thus  vigorously  pufhed  on 
there,  tne  navy,  not  contented  with  the  great  affiftance 
which  they  had  before  lent  to  every  part  of  the  land  fervice, 
refolved  to  try  fomethipg  further,  and  which  was  more  di- 
redly  within  their  own  province,  towards  the  redu&ion  of 
the  M010.  Accordingly,  the  day  the  batteries  on  fhore 
were  opened,  three  of  their  greateft  fhips,  (g)  the  Dragon, 
the  Cambridge,  and  the  Marlborough,  under  the  conduct 
of  capt,  Harvey,  laid  their  broadfides  againft  the 
July  x,  fort,  and  began  a  terrible  fire,  which  was  returned 
with  great  pblfinacy.  I  his  firing,  one  of  the  warm- 
efr  ever  feen,  continued  for  feven  hours,  without  intermif- 
jion.  But  in  this  cannonade  the  Moro,  which  was  fituated 
upon  a  very  high  and  fteep  rock,  had  great  advantages  over 
tnc  ihips,  and  was  proot  againll  all  their  efforts.  Befides, 
the  fire  from  the  oppofite  fort  of  Puntal,  and  the  batteries 
cf  the  town,  gailed  them  extremely.  Infomuch  that,  in 
order  to  lave  the  Blips  from  abfolute  deffrudfion,  they  were 
obliged  at  length,  tho"  unwilling,  to  bring  them  all  off, 
Even  this  retreat  was  not  effected  without  difficulty,  as  the 
Blips  were  very  much  Blattered  in  this  long  and  unequal 
conteff.  1  hey  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed  and 
wounded  ;  and  one  of  the  captains,  captain  Geoffrey  of  the 
Marlborough,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was  alfo 
killed.  I  he  captains  Harvey  and  Burnett  gained,  with 
better  fortune,  an  equal  honour,  by  their  firm  and  intrepid 
behaviour  throughout  the  whole  operation. 

I  his  bold  attempt,  though  it  had  very  little  effedf  upon 
the  works,  on  that  tide  of  the  fort  which  the  fhips  attacked, 
was  neverthelefs  of  confiderable  fervice.  The  enemy’s  at¬ 


tention  being  diverted  to  that  fide,  the  other  was  a  good 
deal  negledfed  :  our  fire  was  poured  in  the  mean  time  with 
redoubted  fury  from  the  batteries  ;  it  became  much  fuperi- 
cr  to  that  of  the  enemy*  and  did  no  fmall  damage  to  their 
work,.  But  the  moment  the  Spaniards  were  relcafed  from 
their  attention  to  our  men  of  war,  they  returned  again  to 
the  ealtward  face  of  the  fort :  their  defence  was  revived 
with  as  much  vigour  as  before  s  on  both  fides  a  conftant  un- 

remitted 
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remitted  fire  was  kept  up,  with  a  fierce  emulation,  for  feve- 
ral  days.  It  now  became  evident,  that  the  reduction  oi 
this  fortrefs  was  to  be  a  work  ol  time.  Never,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  had  the  Englilli  valour  been  fo  well 
matched.  Here  was  at  length  an  adverfary  worthy  of  our 
arms,  and  our  whole  military  (kill  and  fpirit  was  put  to  the 

icvcrcft  trial 

In  the  midft  of  this  fharp  and  doubtful  contention,  the 
capital  battery  againft  the  fort  unfortunately  took 
fire  ;  and  being  chiefly  conftruded  of  timber  and  July  3* 
fafcines  dried  by  the  intenfe  heats  and  continual 
cannonade,  the  flames  foon  got  a-head,  and  became  too 
powerful  for  oppofition.  The  battery  was  almoft  wholly 
confumed.  The  labour  of  fix  hundred  men,  for  f even- 
teen  days,  was  deftroyed  in  a  moment;  and  all  was  to  be¬ 
gin  anew. 

This  was  a  mortifying  ftroke.  It  was  felt  the  more  fe- 
verely,  becaufe  the  other  hardfhips  of  the  fiege  were  be¬ 
come  by  this  time  almoft  infupportable.  T  he  ficknefs, 
fomething  of  which  the  troops  had  brought  with  them  from 
Martinico,  and  which  increafed  infinitely  in  this  unwhole- 
fome  country  and  rigorous  fervice,  had  reduced  the  army 
to  half  its  number,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  doubled  the  fa¬ 
tigue  of  thofe  few  who  ftill  preferved  feme  remains  of 
ftrength.  Five  thoufand  foldiers  were  at  one  time  down 
in  various  diftempers  ;  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand  of  the 
feamen  were  in  the  fame  miferable  condition.  A  total  want 
of  good  provifions  exafperated  the  difeafe,  and  retarded  the 
recovery.  The  deficiency  of  water  was  of  all  their  grievan¬ 
ces  the  greateft,  and  extremely  aggravated  all  the  reft  of 
their  luffenngs.  The  procuring  from  a  diftance  this  wretch¬ 
ed  fupply,  fo  uneqtlal  to  their  wants,  exhaufted  all  then 
force.  Befides,  as  the  feafon  advanced,  the  profped  of  f'uc- 
ceeding  grew  fainter.  The  hearts  of  the  moft  fanguinc 
funk  within  them,  whilft  they  beheld  this  gallant  army- 
wafting  away  by  difeafes  ;  and  they  could  not  avoid  trem¬ 
bling  for  that  noble  fleet,  which  had  rid  fo  long  on  an  open 
Chore,  and  which  muft  to  all  appearance,  be  expofed  to  in¬ 
evitable  ruin,  if  the  hurricane  feafon  fhould  come  on  before 
the  redudion  of  the  place.  A  thoufand  languifhing  and 
impatient  looks  were  caft  ©ut  for  the  reinforcement  from 
North  America.  None  however  as  yet  appeared  ;  and  the 
exhaufted  army  was  left  to  its  own  endeavours.  Many  fell 

into 
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into  defpair,  and  died,  overcome  with  fatigue,  anguifh  and 
disappointment. 

r,  *n  t^lc  of  tliefe  cruel  delays  and  diftreffes,  the 

eadineis  of  the  commanders  infufed  life  and  activity  into 
then  troops,  and  roufed  them  to  incredible  exertions.  The 
rich  prize,  which  was  before  them  ;  the  fhame  of  returning 
home  bafHed  ;  and  even  the  If  renuous  refinance  which  was 
made  by  the  enemy  ;  all  thefe  motives  called  loudly  on  their 
mtei  eft,  their  honour,  and  their  pride,  and  obliged  them  to 
trie  exertion  or  every  nerve.  Nobody  could  imagine  that 
it  was  this  reduced  and  flender  army,  by  which  thefe  afto- 
nifhmg  efforts  were  made,  and  this  extenhve  fphere  of  duty 
io  perfectly  filled.  New  batteries  arofe  in  the  place  of  the 

;  the  fire  foon  became  equal,  and  then  fupe- 
July  20.  rior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  T  hey  by  degrees  fi- 
lenced  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  beat  to  pieces  all  the 
upper  works,  and  made  at  length  a  lodgment  in  the  covered 
way.  I  here  hopes  were  now  become  more  lively.  Some 
July  12.  ^ays  before  they  had  gained  this  grand  advantage, 
the  Jamaica  fleet  appeared  in  its  paffage  toEurope, 
With  leveral  conveniences  for  the  fiege.  Not  many  days 
July  28.  a?er  *-kis  they  received  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
New  York  reinforcement.  Some  of  the  tranfports 
in  their  pallage  thro1  the  old  Bahama  Streights  were  loft, 
hut  the  men  were  faved  on  the  adjacent  iflands. 

Fhefe  favourable  events  infufed  double  life  into  their  ope¬ 
rations,  in  this  advanced  ftate  of  the  fiege ;  but  a  new  and 
grand  difficulty  appeared,  juft  at  the  feeming  accomplifh- 
ment  of  their  work.  An  immenfe  ditch  yawned  before 
them,  for  the  greater  part  cut  in  the  folid  rock,  eighty  feet 
deep,  and  forty  feet  wide.  To  fill  it  up  by  anymeans  appeared 
impoffible.  Difficult  as  the  work  of  mining  was  in  thofe  cir- 
cumftances,  it  was  the  only  expedient.  It  mighthave  been  an 
impracticable  one,  if  fortunately  a  thin  ridge  of  rock  had  not 
been  left,  in  order  to  cover  the  ditch  towards  the  fea.  On  this 
I  1  narrow  ridge,  the  miners  wholly  uncovered,  but 
‘  Ui'  '  with  very  little  lofs,  palled  the  ditch,  and  foon 
buried  themfelves  in  the  wall. 

ft  now  became  vifible  to  the  governor  of  the  Havannah, 
that  the  fort  mult  be  fpeedily  reduced  if  left  to  its  own 
ftrength.  At  all  events  fomething  mult  be  done  in  this  ex¬ 
igence 
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igence  for  its  immediate  relief.  Accordingly  be¬ 
fore  break  of  day  a  body  of  twelve  hundred  men,  July  22* 
moftly  compofed  of  the  country  militia,  Mulattoes 
and  Negroes,  were  tranlported  acrofs  the  harbour,  climbed 
the  hills,  and  made  three  attacks  upon  our  polls.  But  the 
ordinary  guards,  though  furprifed,  defended  themfelves  fo 
refolutely,  that  the  Spaniards  made  little  imprefflon,  and 
were  not  able  to  ruin  any  part  of  the  approaches.  The 
pofts  attacked  were  fpeedily  reinforced,  and  the  enemy, 
who  were  little  better  than  a  diforderly  rabble,  and  not  con¬ 
ducted  by  proper  officers,  fell  into  terror  and  confufion. 
They  were  driven  precipitately  down  the  hill  with  great 
(laughter  ;  fome  gained  their  boats,  others  were  drowned, 
and  they  loft  in  this  well  imagined,  but  ill  executed  fally, 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men. 

This  was  the  laft  effort  for  the  relief  of  the  Moro  ;  which, 
abandoned  as  it  was  by  the  city,  and  while  an  enemy  was 
undermining  its  walls,  held  out  with  a  fullen  refolution, 
and  made  no  fort  of  propofal  to  capitulate.  The 
mines  at  length  did  their  bufinefs.  A  part  of  the  July  30. 
wall  was  blown  up,  and  fell  into  the  ditch  ;  leaving 
a  breach,  which  tho’  very  narrow  and  difficult,  the  general 
and  engineer  judged  pra&icable,  The  Englilh  troops,  who 
were  commanded  on  the  moft  dangerous  of  all  fervices,  re¬ 
joiced  that  it  was  to  be  the  end  of  labours  much  more 
grievous  to  them.  They  mounted  the  breach,  entered  the 
fort,  and  formed  themfelves  with  fo  much  celerity,  and 
with  fuch  a  fpirited  coolnefs  of  refolution,  that  the  enemy, 
who  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them,  and  who  might  have 
made  the  affault  an  affair  of  great  bloodlhed,  aftonifhed  at 
their  countenance,  fled  on  all  hands.  About  four  hundred 
were  flaughtered  on  the  fpot,  or  ran  to  the  water  where 
they  perifhed.  Four  hundred  more  threw  down  their  arms, 
and  obtained  quarter.  The  lecond  in  command,  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Gonfales,  fell  while  he  was  making  brave,  but  in¬ 
effectual  efforts  to  animate  and  rally  his  people.  Don  Lewis 
deVelafco,  the  governor,  who  had  hitherto  defended  the 
fort  with  fuch  obftinate  bravery,  feemed  refolved  in  this 
extremity  to  fhare  the  fame  fate  with  it.  He  collected  an 
hundred  men  in  an  entrenchment  he  had  made  round  his 
colours.  But  feeing  that  all  his  companions  were  fled  from 
him,  or  flaughtered  about  him,  difdaining  to  retire  or  call 
for  quarter,  he  received  a  mortal  wouud,and  fell,  offering 
...  his 
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Iiis  fword  to  his  conquerors.  The  Englifh  wept  with  pity 
and  admiration  over  that  unfortunate  valour,  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  them  fo  many  toilfome  hours,  and  coft  them  fo 
many  lives. 

Thus  the  Moro  came  into  our  poffeflion  after  a  vigorous 
ftruggle,  forty-four  days  from  the  time  the  firft  operations 
had  been  begun  againft  it.  No  time  was  loft  to  profit  of 
this  great  advantage,  notwithftanding  that  the  ficknefs  ftill 
raged  like  apeftilence,  and  that  many  new  and  great  works 
were  to  be  undertaken.  Not  only  the  fire  of  the  fort  was 
turned  againft  the  town,  but  a  line  of  batteries  (1 )  was  eredf- 
ed  along  the  hill  of  theCavannos,  on  the  extremity  of  which 
the  fort  ftands.  By  thefe  batteries  which  mounted  three 
and  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twelve  mortars,  almoft  the 
whole  eaftern  fide  of  the  city  was  commanded  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  Preparations  for  an  attack  were  alfo  made, 
and  batteries  eredfed  to  the  weftward  of  the  town,  which  011 
that  fide  had  hitheto  been  only  watched.  Some 
Aug.  2*  time  before  a  part  of  the  fecond  divifion  of  the 
troops  from  North  America  had  arrived.  A  part 
had  been  taken  by  a  fquadron  of  French  men  of  war;  but 
thofe  who  efcaped,  came  very  feafonably,  and  were  of  fig- 
11  ai  fervice. 

When  thofe  preparations  were  perfedtly  ready 
Aug.  10.  to  take  efFedf,  lord  Albemarle  by  a  mefiage  repre- 
fented  to  the  governor  the  irrefiftible  force  of  the 
attack,  which  he  was  ready  to  make  upon  the  town,  but 
which,  in  order  to  avoid  unnecefiary  effufion  of  blood,  he 
was  willing  to  fufpend,  that  the  Spaniards  might  have  lei¬ 
sure  to  capitulate.  The  governor  in  a  refolute  but  civil 
manner  returned,  that  he  would  defend  the  place  committed 
to  him  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  began  inftantly  to  fire. 

To  convince  the  governor  that  the  menaces  employed 
were  not  an  empty  boaft,  lord  Albemarle  the  very  next 
morning  ordered  a  general  fire  from  the  batteries,  which 
was  poured  from  all  fides,  with  fuch  continued  and  irrefifti¬ 
ble  fury,  that  in  fix  hours  almoft  all  the  enemy’s  guns  were 
filenced.  To  the  inexpreflible  joy  of  the  fleet  and  army* 
flags  of  truce  appeared  from  every  quarter  of  the  town.  A 
capitulation  enfued,  in  which  the  eftablifhed  religion,  the 
former  laws,  and  private  property  were  fecured  to  the  inha* 
bitants.  Thegarrifon,  which  was  reduced  to  about  feven 

hundred  men  had  the  honours  of  war,  and  were  to  be  con¬ 
veyed 
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veyed  to  Spain.  A  diftriT  of  an  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
weftward  of  theHavannah  was  yielded  along  with  the  town. 
The  Spaniards  ftruggled  a  long  time  to  fave  the  men  of  war  j 
but  this  was  a  capital  point,  and  wholly  inadmiflible.  They 
alio  made  fome  attempts  to  have  the  harbour  declared  neu^ 
tral  during  the  war  ;  but  this  was  no  iefs  efiential  to  the 
completenefs  of  the  conqueft,  and  was  fteadily  refufedo 
After  two  days  altercation,  tftcy  gave  up  thefe  points,  and 
the  Englifh  troops  were  put  in  poilellion  of  the  Hayannah. 
on  the  14th  of  Auguft,  when  they  had  been  before  it  two 
months  and  eight  days. 

Although  we  have  not  purfued  in  exa£f  order  all  the  de¬ 
tail  of  the  more  minute  operations  of  this  memorable  ftege, 
we  have  dwelt  on  it  a  longer  time,  than  we  have  on  our 
plan  generally  allowed  to  (uch  tranfa£lions  3  becaufe  it  was$ 
without  queftion,  initfelfthe  moft  confiderable,  and  in  its 
confequences  the  moft  decisive  conqueft  we  have  made  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  war  3  and  becaufe  in  no  operation  were 
the  courage,  fteadinefs,  and  perfeverance  of  the  Britifti 
troops  and  the  condudtof  their  leaders  more  confpicious. 
The  acquifiton  of  this  place  united  in  itfelf  all  the  advan** 
tages  which  can  be  acquired  in  war.  It  was  a  military  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  higheft  clafs  3  it  was  equal  to  the  greateft 
naval  vidfory,  by  its  effedf  on  the  enemy’s  marine  3  and  in 
the  plunder  it  equalled  the  produce  of  a  national  fubfidy. 
Nine  fail  of  the  enemy’s  {hips  of  the  line,  fome  of  the  fine# 
vefiels  in  the  world,  were  taken,  with  four  frigates,  Three 
of  their  capital  (hips  had  been,  as  already  mentioned,  funk 
by  themfelves  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  3  two  more  were 
in  forwardnefs  on  the  ftocks,  and  thefe  were  deftroyed  by 
the  Englifh.  The  enemy,  on  this  occafion,  loft  a  whole 
fleet.  In  ready  money,  in  the  tobacco  colle£ted  at  the  Ha- 
vannahon  account  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  in  other  valu* 
able  merchandizes,  the  plunder  did  not  perhaps  fall  fhortof 
three  millions  fterling  (a) 

Spain 


(a)  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 
dated  head  quarters  near  the  Havannah,  Auguft  21,  1762. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  town 
of  the  Havannah,  with  all  its  dependencies,  and  the  men  ofwar 

I  i  in 
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Spain  now  began  very  fenfibly  to  feel  the  inconveniences 
shd  mifeiies  lhe  had  voluntarily  drawn  on  herfelf,  by  enters 
mg  into  a  war  lo  fatal  to  her.  No  fooner  had  the  news  of 

;  this 


in  the  harbour,  furrendcred  to  his  majefly’s  arms  by  capitulation 
on  the  13th  infiant. 

Inclofed  is  a  copy  of  the  capitulation,  various  returns,  and  the 
chid  engineer  s  continuation  of  the  journal  of  the  fiege  of  the 
Nero  fort,  which  was  taken  by  florin  on  the  30th  of  lait  month, 
fo  much  to  the  honour  and  credit  of  his  majefly’s  troops,  and  to 
major  general  Keppel ,  who  commanded  the  attack,  that  I  fhould 
do  them  injuflice  if  I  did  not  mention  them  in  a  particular  man¬ 
ner  to  your  lordihip.  Our  mines  were  fprung  about  one  o’clock, 
and  a  breach  made  jufl  practicable  for  a  file  of  men  in  front.  The 
enemy  was  drawn  up  on  the  top  of  it,  in  force  with  a  feemiim  de¬ 
termination  to  defend  it ;  the  attack  was  fo  vigorous  and  impe¬ 
tuous,  that  the  enemy  was  inftantaneoufly  drove  from  the  breach, 
and  his  majefly  s  flandard  planted  upon  the  baflion. 

I  did  not  lend  a  particular  exprefs  with  this  good  news  to  your 
lordlhip,  becaufe  I  flattered myfelf,  that  what  has  happened  would 
iuon  be  the  confqeuence  of  our  fuccefs  at  Fort  Moro. 

Cn  the  1 1  th  in .the  morning,  by  a  flgnal  from  the  fort,  we 
opened  our  batteries  againfl  the  town,  and  Punta  fort :  The  guns 
and  mortars  were  fo  well  ferved  by  the  artillery  and  failors,  and 
their  efleCf  fo  great,  that  in  lefs  than  fix  hours  all  the  guns  in  the 
tor!  and  noith  baflion  were  filepced,  1  he  governor  hung  out  the 
whiie  flag,  and  beat  a  parley  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  out  an 
<niicc;  to  propofe  a  collation  of  arms  fo.r  twenty-four  hours  in  or¬ 
der  to  prepare  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

1  fent  on  board  the  A amur  to  the  Admiral,  to  inform  him  of 
the  governor’s  propofals. 

Sir  Gtorge  Pocock  immediately  came  to  my  quarters,  and  we 
agreed  to  a  fufpenflon  of  hoflilitiesto  the  13th  at  twelve  o’clock. 

1  turnmoned  the  governor  on  the  joth.  His  anfwer  was  very 
civ  if  and  proper ;  at  the  fame  time  faid  he  would  defend  his 
pawn  to  the  lad  extremity. 

1  he  difficulties  the  officers  and  foldiershave  met  with,  and  the 
iatigues  they  have  fo  chearfully  and  refolutely  gone  through  flnee 
Tie  army  flrfl  landed  on  this  ifland,  are  not  to  be  deferibed.  They 
defer  ye  fropi  me  the  greatefl  commendations ;  and  I  muft  intreat 
your  lordfhip  to  take  the  flrfl  opportunity  of  informing  his  majefly 
how  much  1  think  myfelf  obliged  to  lieut,  general  Elliot ,  and  the 
}  efl  of  the  general  officers  under  my  command  ;  to  every  office? 
tflcl  foldier  in  the  army  ;  ^nd  to  the  officers  and  failors  ofhisma- 

jelly's 
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this  important  capture  reached  Madrid,  than  an  univerfal 
dejedtion  appeared  in  every  countenance,  and  the  high* 
towering  hopes  they  had  formed  at  the  beginning  oi  tnc  war 

entirely 


jelly’s  fleet,  for  the  zealous  manner  with  which  they  have  carried  on. 
the  fervice,  and  for  the  great  alhftanee  I  have  received  fiom  tiuju. 
Happy  we  liia.ll  all  think  ourfelves,  if  our  conduct  meets  witn  his 
majefly’s  approbation. 

Sir  George  Pocock  and  commodore  Keppel  have  exeited  tacm- 
felvcs  in  a  moll  particular  manner  :  And  I  may  venture  to  lay  9 
that  there  never  was  a  joint  undertaking  carried  011  Mth  nioie 
harmony  and  zeal  on  both  tides,  which  greatly  contributed  to 
the  fuccefs  of  it. 

Capt.  Nugent ,  one  of  my  Aid-de-Camps,  who  has  tlm  honour 
of  delivering  you  my  difpatches ,  can  inform  your  lordlhip  ot  any 
particulars  you  are  pleafed  to  learn  from  him.  He  lias  been  very 
adlive,  andprefent  at  every  material aftair  that  has  happened. fmee 
the  landing  of  the  troops.  I  muft  beg  through  your  lordlhip  to 
recommend  him  to  his  majefty  as  a  very  deferving  young  man.  l  ie 
carries  with  him  the  Spanilh  enflgn  taken  at  the  More, 

Colonel  Carleton,  who  has  aded  as  brigadier  flnee  lord  Rouo 
left  the  army,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  wounded  on  the  2ed 
of  July,  when  the  enemy  made  a  fortie  :  He  is  at  prefent  in  a 
fair  way  of  doing  well, 

I  think  it  but  juftice  to  major  Fuller ,  who  is  my  elder  Aid-dc?- 
Camp,  to  fay,  that  1  fhould  have  fent  him  to  England,  il  1  had 
not  thought  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  his  majelly  to  receive 
the  news  by  one  of  his  own  fervants. 

1  am ,  &c, 

albemarl  e. 

"Letter  from  Sir  George  Focock,  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  off  Cho* 
rea  River,  near  the  Havannah,  the  of  Auguft  1762. 

S  I  R, 

IDeflre  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordlhips,  that  it  is  with  the 
greatefl  pleafurel  now  congratulate  them  on  the  great  lucceis 
of  liis  majefly’s  arms,  in  the  reduction  of  the  Havannah  with 
all  its  dependencies. 

The  Mora  fort  was  taken  by  florin  on  the  30th  of  lafl  month, 
after  a  liege  of  twenty-nine  days  ;  during  which  time  the  enemy 
loft  above  a  thoufand  men,  and  a  brave  officer  in  Don  Ltwi*  de 
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entirely  vanifhed:  the  prodigious  advantages  they  had  vain- 
.7  expe&ed  to  flow  from  the  family  compaSl ,  were  now  ren- 
dered  abortive,  and  grief  and  defpair  were  the  melancholy 
offspring  of  injuftice  and  raftinefs. 

Great 


Vaiafco ,  captain  of  one  of  their  men  of  war,  and  governor  in  the 
Moro  mortally  wounded  in  defending  the  colours  fword  in  hand 
in  the  florin  :  And  on  the  i  ith  inflant,  the  governor  of  the  Ha- 
vannah  delired  to  capitulate  for  the  town,  which  was  granted,  the 
articles  agreed  to,  and  figned,  (a  copy  of  which  I  enclofe)  and  we 
were  put  in  pofleffion  of  the  Prmta  and  land  gate  the  14th.  With 
this  great  and  important  acquifltioii  to  his  majefty,  have  alfo 
fallen  twelve  men  of  war  of  the  line,  as  per  lift,  three  of  which 
v/ere  funk,  with  a  company  s  fhip,  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbour ; 
nine  are  lit  for  fea,  and  two  on  the  flocks;  a  blow  that  I  hope 
will  prove  the  more  capital  to  the  enemy,  as  they  receive  it  fo 
early  in  the  war  ;  and,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  will  leave  all  their 
Settlements,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  expofed  to  any  attempts  that 
may  be  thought  propier  to  be  made  on  them.  But  however  trivial, 
with  the  pofleffion  of  theHavannah,  it  may  appear,  yet  I  cannot 
nelp  mentioning  the  difeovery  and  pofleffing  of  the  harbour  of 
Mariel,  about  feven  leagues  to  the  leward  of  this,  and  which  we 
had  made  ourfelves  mailers  of,  though  the  enemy  had  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  ruin  it  by  linking  fliips  in  the  entrance :  and  we  had  lately 
fent  near  one  hundred  tranfports  with  fome  men  of  war  there,  for 
fecurity  againft  the  feafon,  in  which  we  are  already  advanced. 

It  will  be  as  needlefs,  asalmoft  impoffible,  for  me  to  exprefs  of 
deferibe  that  perfedt  harmony  that  has  uninterruptedly  fubflfted 
between  the  fleet  and  the  army,  from  our  flrft  fetting  out.  Indeed 
it  is  doing  injuftice  to  both,  to  mention  them  as  two  corps,  flnee 
each  has  endeavoured,  with  the  molt  eonflant  and  chearful  emu¬ 
lation,  to  render  it  but  one ;  uniting  in  the  fame  principles  oflio- 
“noiir  and  glory  for  their  King  and  Country’s  fervice.  I  am  glad, 
on  this  occaflon,  to  dojuftiee  to  the  diftinguiffied  merit  of  Com¬ 
modore  Keppel,  who  executed  the  iervice,  under  his  direction, 
on  the  Coxmar  flde,  with  the  greateft  ijpirit,  a&ivity  and  dili¬ 
gence;  and  I  mu  ft  repeat  that  the  zeal  of  his  majefty  sfea  officers 
and  feameri  exerted  in  carrying on  the  fervices  alloted  to  them,  is 
highly  to  be  commended. 

I  lliall  now  beg  leave  to  refer  their  Lordfliips  to  capt.  Harvey 
for  all  further  particulars,  who  I  fend  with  this  letter,  and  who- 
has  approved  himfelf  a  brave  ami  deferring  officer  in  fhis-expedi- 

tion  ; 
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Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary,  as  prudent  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  victory,  as  brave  in  gaining  it,  feemed  not  o  elated 

with  her  o-ood  fortune,  as  to  make  her  indulge  in  the  luxu- 

rious 


tion  ;  therefore  think  my  felf  obliged  to  deiire  their  loxdfhips  will 

recommend  him  to  his  majelf y.  . 

1  am,  dir. 

Your  mojl  obedient  bumble  Servant, 

g.  pocock; 

'A  Lift  of  the  /hips  of  war  that  were  in  the  harbour  of  the  Havannali, 
under  the  com7nand  of  the  Maiquis  del  Real  1  ranfportc,  commo¬ 
dore  and  commander  in  chiej  oj  all  his  Catholic  Majefty  s  filP5 ** 
America,  and  furrendered  with  the  city  the  12 th  of  Augu  ,  I  j  <-• 


Tigre 
Reyna 
Soverano 
Infante 
*Neptuno 
Aquilon 
*Aiia 
America 


Guns. 

7° 

7° 

7° 

70 

70 

70 

64 

60 


*Europa  -  -  - 

Conqueflado  -  - 
fSan  Genaro 
fSan  Antonio 

Frigates. 
JVinganaza  --  — 
^Thetis 
+Marte 


Guns, 

60 

-  60 
--  60 

-  60 


24 

24 


*  Sunk  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  f  New  flips.  XTakci 

by  the  Defiance.  §  By  the  Alamain. 

N.  B.  There  are  two  fhips  of  war  on  the  flocks,  and  feveral 

merchants  Ihips  in  the  harbour. 

letter  from  Sir  George  Pocock  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  off 
*  Chorera  River,  the ° I Itb  of  Aug.  1762,  inclofid  in  the  fort- 
going  of  the  iqth. 

/"VM  the  28th  of  July  the  Intrepide  arrived,  with  n  fail  of  tran- 
^  fports,  with  troops  from  New  York.  1  hey  failed  from 
thence  the  i  ith  of  June.  The  Chefterfield  and  four  tranfports  run 
on  Cayo  Comfite ,  the  entrance  of  the  Bahama  Straights  on  the 
Cuba  fide,  the  24th  of  July,  an  hour  before  day  light,  and  were 
branded,  but  lofl  no  feamen  or  foldiers.  T  he  lntnpide  met  the 
Richmond  the  day  after,  who  was  looking  out  for  the  convoy, 
Capt.  Elphinfton  returned  with  the  three  tranfports  which  were 
cleared,  in  order  to  brin*  away  the  feamen  and  troops  who  were 

on  ihoxe  ;  and,  to  make  all  poflible  difpatch,  I  Tent  a  way  th  eEcho, 

Cygnet, 
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xious  lap  of  indolence,  but  determined  by  the  profecution  of 
the  war  in  the  fame  able  and  vigorous  manner,  to  compel 
her  enemies  to  iue  for  that  peace  they  had,  when  offered 
haughtily  refufed. 

To  effedt  fo  great,  fo  definable  a  work,  it  was  thought 
the  reduction  of  the  Philippine  iflands  would  not  a  little 
contribute  ;  that  enterprize  was  therefore  formed,  and  en- 
trufted  to  the  execution  of  two  great  men,  who  had  on  many 
occafions  before,  fignalized  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  and  approved  themfelves  equal  to  the  ereateft 
things  :  thefe  were  General  Draper,  and  Admiral  Cornifh. 
i  he  troops  allotted  for  the  fervice,  were  the  79th  reg/ment, 
and  a  company  of  the  royal  artillery,  30  of  the  artillery 
'furnifhed  by  the  gentlemen  of  Madrafs,  600  Seapoys,  a  com¬ 
pany 


Cygnet  and  Thunder  bomb,  to  meet  the  Richmond,  and  to  take  the 
men  out  of  her ;  and  ordered  captain  Elpbinjlon  to  take  the  Cygnet 
with  him,  and  proceed  up  the  Streights  to  meet  the  fecond  dtvi- 
fion  of  tranfports. 

T.  lie  2d  inftant,  the  Echo  and  bomb  returned  with  the  fecond 
diviflon,  confiding  of  eleven  fail  of  tranfports,  which  failed  from 
New  York  the  30th  of  June .  The  Richmond, ,  Lizard ,  Enterprize, 
Cygnet,  and  Porcupine  lloop,  arrived  the  8th,  bringing  with  them 
all  the  feamen  and  foldiers  from  the  thips  that  were  wrecked. 
Captain  Banks  informed  me,  that,  on  the  21ft  of  July ,  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  near  the  paflage  between  Maya 
Guanna ,  and  the  North  Caicos ,  he  difeovered  two  French  ililps  of 
the  line,  three  frigates,  and  fix  fail  of  brigantine  and  Hoops ;  that 
the  men  of  war  and  frigates  gave  cliace  to  the  convoy  ;  and  that 
five  of  the  tranfports  were  taken  with  350  regulars  of  Anjlrutbe? s 
regiment/ and  i$o  provincial  troops  onboard  of  them.  AH  the 
red  of  the  troops  arrived  and  landed  in  perfect  health. 

I  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  order  the  Sutherland  and  Dover 
to  be  fitted  as  flags  of  truce,  taking  out  their  lower  tier  of  guns  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  late  Spanijh  commodore,  the  governor 
Of  the  Havannab ,  the  viceroy  of  Peru ,  and  the  governor  of  Car - 
thagena,  to  Old  Spain,  and  then  return  to  England .  Tranfports  are 
getting  ready  for  the  Spanijh  foldiers  and  Tailors,  agreeable  to  the 
capitulation,  which  I  hope  we  lhall  be  able  to  difpatch  in  a  few 
days. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  colleff  an  account  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  feamen  belonging  to  the  different  fhips  flneethe  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  liege,  who  were  employed  at  the  batteries  on  fhore, 
but  it  (hail  go  by  the  flrfl  opportunity. 
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pany  of  Caffrees,  one  of  Topazes,  and  one  of  Pioneers  ;  to 
which  were  added,  the  precarious  aftiftance  of  two  compa¬ 
nies  of  Frenchmen,  enlifted  in  their  fervice,  with  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  unarmed  Lafcars,  for  the  ule  of  the  engineers,  and 
park  of  artillery.  This  little  fupply  of  men  was  farther  re¬ 
inforced  with  a  fine  battalion  of  550  feamen,  and  270  good 
marines  ;  fo  that  the  whole  force  amounted  to  2300  men, 
who,  with  the  necefTary  {lores,  were  embarked  on  board  of 
his  majefty’s  fquadron,  and  two  India  fliips  employed  as 
tranfports. 

As  it  may  appear  furprizing  fo  important  a  conqueft  fhould 
be  attempted  with  fo  fmall  a  force,  when  a  greater  might 
be  employed,  it  may  not  be  amiis  to  obierve,  that  if  more 
were  drawn  from  the  coafts  the  fettlemcnts  would  be  in  dan¬ 
ger  ;  and  therefore,  it  may  be  thought  advifeable,  rather  to 
attempt  with  a  few  brave  men,  a  place  that  v/as  unprepared 
(as  imagined)  for  fuch  a  vifit,  than  by  employing  a  greater 
force  to  fubject  our  own  colonies  to  hoflile  attempts,  and, 
perhaps,  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  be  aware  of  our  defigns. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft  the  forces  fet  fail,  the  Seahorie, 
Capt.  Grant,  having  been  previoufly  difpatched  through  the 
{freights  of  Malacca,  to  the  entrance  of  the  China  lea,  to 
{lop  all  velTels  that  might  be  bound  to  Manila,  or  fent  from 
any  of  the  neighbouring  fettlements  to  give  the  Spaniards 
intelligence  of  the  defign.  On  the  23d  of  the  following 
month  they  anchored  in"  Manila  bay,  and  found  that  their 
vifit  was  unexpected,  and  the  enemy  unprepared.  I  o  in- 
creafe  as  much  as  poffible  their  vifible  confufion  and  conifer- 
nation,  it  was  determined  to  lofe  no  time  in  the  attack  of  the 
port  of  Cavite,  as  at  firft  determined,  but  proceed  directly 
to  the  grand  object,  the  city  of  Manila,  the  general  and 
admiral  rightly  judging,  that  their  conqueft  of  that  impor¬ 
tant  place  would  of  courfe  occafion  and  draw  after  it  the 
fall  of  Cavite. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  a  fummons 
was  fent  to  the  governor  to  furrender  the  town.  Sept.  24. 
but  it  had  no  effect  on  him  ;  wherefore  the  admi¬ 
ral  and  fome  other  principal  officers  examined  the  coaft,  in 
order  to  fix  upon  a  proper  fpot  for  landing  the  troops,  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  ftores.  About  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Manila 
a  convenient  place  was  found.  Accordingly  all  the  boats 
were  prepared,  and  the  frigates  fent  in  very  near  the  fhore* 
to  cover  the  defeent,  Theft  latter  kept  up  a  very  brifk 
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iiie  to  the  right  and  left,  to  protedl  the  flanks,  and  difperfe 
the  enemy  who  were  affembled  in  great  numbers,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  to  oppofe  a  defcent.  It  had  the  defired  effect. 
I  xie  Spaniards  retired,  and  left  a  clear  coaff ;  but  a  violent 
iuif  a  riling,  many  boats  were  dafhed  to  pieces,  the  arms  and 
ammunition  much  damaged,  but  providentially,  no  lives 
were  loll.  1  he  troops  then  formed  upon  the  beach,  march¬ 
ed,  and  took  poffeftion  of  the  Malatta,  hxed  their  out-pofts, 
&nd  paffed  the  whole  night  underarms.  The  Spaniards  in 
the  mean  time,  were  employed  in  burning  of  their  fuburbs, 
T  he  next  day  a  fort,  named  the  Polverifta, 
Sept.  25.  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned  was  feized, 
which  proved  a  moft  excellent  place  of  arms  for 
covering  thb  landing  of  the  {lores,  and  fecuring  a  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  fquadron.  Colonel  Mcnfon,  who  had 
been  detached  by  the  general  with  200  men  to  view  the 
roads  and  approaches  to  Manila,  occupied  the  Hermita 
church,  which  was  large  and  commodious,  and  about  900 
yards  from  the  city.  Orders  were  then  fent  to  major  Moore 
to  march  up  with  the  79th  regiment,  to  fecure  and  maintain 
that  pofl,  which  was  performed  with  great  activity  and  good 
condudt.  Polleffon  was  then  taken  of  St.  Jago’s  church, 
near  the  fea,  it  being  looked  on  as  a  place  of  infinite  impor¬ 
tance  towards  the  carrying  on  their  operations. 

On  the  26th,  the  admiral  fent  on  fhore  the  battalions  of 
feamen  under  the  command  of  the  captains  Collins,  of  the 
Weymouth,  Pitchford  of  the  America,  and  George  Ourry 
from  the  Panther.  The  reft  of  the  company’s  troops  of  all 
forts  were  likewife  landed,  and  put  under  cover.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  advanced  out  of  the  garrifon,  under  the  command  of 
the  chevalier  Fayet,  with  400  men,  and  two  field  pieces,  and 
from  a  church  about  200  yards  to  the  right  of  St.  Jago’s 
church,  began  a  cannonade  upon  the  right  iBank  of  the 
troops  polled  there.  Some  feapoys,  under  enfign  Car ty, 
were  fent  to  fkifrnifti  with  them,  fupport^d  by  three  picquets 
of  the  79th  regiment,  and  100  feamen,  all  under  the  com* 
xnand  of  colonel  Monfon,  who  loon  drove  the  enemy  back 
into  the  town. 

The  fuperior  {kill  and  bravery  of  the  Englifh  troops  were 
fo  evident  from  this  affair,  that  it  occafioned  a  fecond  fum- 
moris  to  the  governor,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  the  anfwer  was 
much  more  fpirited  than  their  condudl  had  been.  The 
church  from  whence  the  Spaniards  had  been  driven,  colonel 

Monfon 
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Monfon  had  orders  to  keep  poffeflion  of,  if  he  found  it  tena¬ 
ble,  from  the  top  of  which  a  perfeft  view  was  had  of  the 
enemy’s  works.  The  front  they  were  obliged  to  attack, 
was  defended  by  the  baftions  of  St.  Diego  and  St.  Andrew, 
with  orillons  and  retired  flanks  ;  a  ravelin  which  covered 
the  royal  gate,  a  wet  ditch,  covered  way,  and  glacis,  but  all 
thefe  works  were  out  of  repair,  except  the  baftions,  whidb 
were  in  excellent  order,  and  lined  with  a  great  number  of 
fine  brafs  cannon.  It  became  absolutely  neceffary  to  found 
the  ditch,  and  which  might  have  proved  a  very  perilous  en- 
terprize,  had  the  Spaniards  been  careful  in  porting  centries 
on  the  covered  way,  but  their  omiflion  and  negligence  made 
it  the  more  eafy.  It  was  therefore  undertaken  and  effected 
by  a  fmall  party  of  the  79th  regiment  under  captain  Fletcher, 

with  the  lofs  only  of  three  men. 

The  city  of  Manila  being  of  great  extent,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  employed  to  reduce  it  very  fmall,  it  became 
impoflible  to  invert  it  on  every  fide  $  two  fides  therefore 
were  conftantly  open  to  the  enemy  to  introduce  Supplies  of 
men  and  provifions,  and  carry  out  their  effects.  The  gar- 
rifon  confifted  of  800  men  of  the  royal  regiment  under  the 
command  of  the  marquis  of  Villa  Mediana,  brigadier  gene¬ 
ral,  which  was  farther  reinforced  by  a  body  of  10,000  In¬ 
dians.  It  is  evident  from  hence,  that  the  disadvantages  un¬ 
der  which  theEnglifh  forces  laboured  could  not  be  remedied, 
nor  could  there  be  any  reafonable  ground  for  fuccefs,  but  in 
the  prudence  and  wifdom  of  the  general,  and  the  matchlefs 
intrepidity  of  the  troops. 

The  city  continued  thus  inverted,  and  was  cannonaded 
both  by  the  batteries  ere&ed,  and  the  frigates,  which  were 
brought  up  till  the  2d  of  Oaober,  when  a  battery  for  twen¬ 
ty-four  pounders  was  completed,  and  a  mortar  battery  for 
the  heavy  {hells  of  ten  and  twelve  inches,  which  made  a 
good  parallel,  and  communication  from  the  church  to  the 
gun  battery,  and  eflablifhed  a  fpacious  place  of  arms  on  the 
left  of  it,  near  the  fea.  Thefe  were  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  roaring  of  the  waves,  it  being  very  tempeftuous  weather, 
and  which  prevented  the  Spaniards  from  hearing  the  noife 
of  the  workmen,  who  gave  no  fort  of  interruption,  but 
feemed  to  truft  entirely  to  the  elements.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  governor,  who  was  an  archbiftiop,  gave  out,  that  an 
Angel  from  the  Lord  was  gone  forth  to  deftroy  the  Englifti, 
like  the  hoft  of  Senacherib.  In  the  afternoon  the  feamen, 

K  k  with 
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OA  „  fkh',great  aaivit7  and  indefatigable  labour  had 
-  2‘  broughf  UP  and  mounted  all  the  guns  in  the  bat- 

tery,  which  were  mafked. 

madC  thC  4th  by  1000  of  the  Indians,  who 
L  /  C  a  jr  e  cantonment  of  the  feamen ;  but  upon  the  alarm, 
colonel  Monfon  and  captain  Fletcher,  with  the  picquets, 

w\n£  1  ^atC  ie,^  t0  t]leir  affiftance,  the  enemy  was  repulfed, 
and  forced  to  fly,  with  the  lofs  of  300  men.  Had  the  {kill 
an  weapons  of  thefe  Indians,  who  are  a  wild  and  barbarous 
people  from  the  province  of  Pampanga,  been  equal  to  their 
nrength  and  ferocity,  the  difperfion  of  them  might  not  have 
0  ea  y  9  foy  though  armed  chiefly  with  bows,  arrows, 
an  ances  ,  t  ley  advanced  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  their 
enemy  s  pieces,  repeated  their  affaults,  and  died  like  wild 
ea  u,  gnawing  the  bayonets.  In  this  fkirmifh,  captain 
1  orter  a  brave  and  experienced  fea  officer  was  flain.  Scarce 
wei  c  the  Indians  thus  routed,  when  another  body  of  them, 
witu  part  of  the  Spanifh  garrifon,  attacked  the  church,  and 
forced  the  feapoys  from  their  poll  in  it,  neareft  the  town, 
took  poheffion  of  the  top,  from  whence  they  killed  and 
/Vounoe  .  everal  of  tne  Fnglifh,  who  were  entirely  expofed 
to  all  their  weapons.  Notwithftanding  their  difadvantaee- 
mis  lituauon,  the  European  foldiers  maintained  their  poll: 

rn  j  cburcb  Wlt^  £rfat  patience  and  firmnefs,  and  at 
dn.odged  the  enemy,  with  the  lofs  of  captain  Strahan,  of 
tne  79th  regiment,  and  40  private  men  wounded  or  killed. 

■  ie  Spaniards  left  70  dead  behind  them  in  and  about  the 
church.  T  his  was  their  lait  effort.  All  their  Indians,  ex- 
cepti^g  ioOC,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs,  returned  home,  and 
the  fire  of  the  beiiegers  continuing  with  unremitted  fury,  the 
.nexvday^a  breach  appeared  practicable,  and  it  was  thought 
the  Spaniards,  fenflble  of  their  danger,  would  think  of  oflv- 
ing  up  the  town  :  but  they  y/ere  obffinate  without  bravery, 
or  ^iny  generous  icfolution  of  defending  the  breach. 

1  I  ttext  day,  at  four  in  the  morning,  in  confequence  of 
a  rgfolution  formed  the  preceding  '  night,  the 
.j  mg.  6.  troops  filed  off  horn  their  quarters  in  fmall  bodies 
to  gi^e  the  lefs  fufpicion  to  the  enemy,  with  an  in- 
fen t ion  of  ilorming  the  town,  and  by  degrees'  affembled  at 
St.  Jago’s  church,  cbferving'tjie  ptmoft  filence,and  conceal¬ 
ing  themielves  in  the  place  of  arms,  and  parallel  betweei} 
Lk.  church  and  the  battery,  while  in  the  mean  time  a  brifk 
fj.L  vvto  kc  pt  up  upon  the  works,  and  thofe  places  where  the 

'  •  '  •  *  *  *  “  1  v-  (J? 
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enemy  might  be  lodged  or  intrenched.  At  day  break  a  large 
body  of  Spaniards  was  difcerned,  forming  themfelvcs  on  the 
baft  ion  of  St.  Andrew,  but  upon  the  explofion  of  fome  lhells 
that  were  thrown  among  them,  they  went  oft.  T  aking  im¬ 
mediate  advantage  of  this,  and  by  the  ftgnal  of  a  general 
difcharge  of  artillery  and  mortars,  the  troops  rufhed  on  to 
the  aflault,  under  cover  of  a  thick  fmoke  that  blew  diiecfly 
lipon  the  town.  Sixty  volunteers  of  difteiefit  coips  undci 
lieutenant  Ruflel  of  the  79th  led  the  way,  fupported  by  the 
grenadiers  of  that  regiment.  i  he  engineers,  with  the 
pioneers  and  other  workmen,  to  clear  and  enlai  ge  the  br  each, 
and  make  lodgments,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhould  have  been 
too  ftrongiy  intrenched  in  the  gorge  of  the  baftion,  follow¬ 
ed.  Cob  Monfon  and  major  More  were  at  the  head  of  two 
grand  diviftons  of  the  79th  *  the  battalion  of  feamen  advanc¬ 
ed  next,  fuftained  by  the  other  two  diviftons  of  the  79th  - . 
and  the  company’s  troops  clofed  the  rear.  1  hey  all  mount¬ 
ed  the  breach  with  amazing  fpirit  and  rapidity,  and  d ii per  led 
the  Spaniards  with  the  greateft  facility.  Little  refinance 
was  given,  except  at  the  Royal  gate,  and  from  the  galle¬ 
ries  of  the  lofty  houfes  which  lurrounded  the  grand  fquare. 
In  the  guard  houfe  over  the  Royal  gate,  100  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  and  Indians  who  would  not  furrender,  were  put  lo 
the  fword  ;  and  according  to  the  enemy  s  own  account, 
300  men  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  efcape  over  the 
river,  which  was  very  deep  and  rapid.  I  he  governor  and 
principal  officers  retired  to  the  citadel,  and  were  glad  to 
furrender  as  prifoners  at  diferetion,  as  that  place  was  in  no 
good  pofture  of  defence  ;  the  marquis  of  v  ilia  Mcdiana, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh  officers,  were  admitted  as  pri- 
ioners  of  war  on  their  paroles  of  honour,  and  to  conciliate 
the  affedions  of  the  natives,  all  the  Indians  taken  prifo¬ 
ners,  were  difmifted  in  fafety. 

The  joy  on  taking  this  important  place  was  greatly  cloud¬ 
ed  by  the  lots  of  major  More,  who  being  transfixed  with  an 
arrow  near  the  Royal  gate,  died  immediately,  univerfally 
lamented  for  his  good  qualities.  A  few  officers  only  were 
wounded,  and  no  more  than  30  private  menkined  oi  wound¬ 
ed.  In  confequence  of  thef  terms  given  to  the  Spaniards, 
the  port  of  Cavite,  and  the  citadel,  with  the  iflands  and  forts 
dependent  on  Manila,  were  given  up  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  and  they  were  to  pay  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  town  and  their  eftecls. 

K  k  2 
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Such  lucrative  conquefts  as  the  Havannah  and  the  Phillip- 
pine  lflands,  had  never  before  been  made  (a).  But  thefe 
immenfe  captures  though  they  inriched  individuals,  contri¬ 
buted  nothing  dire&ly  to  the  public  fervkse.  However, 

they 


f  a)  Brigadier  Gen.  Draper’s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Earemont. 

a-  ted  Manila,  November  z ,  1762.  °  ' 

My  Lord, 

|  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  fbndinglieut.  col. $w//,  late  adjutantv 
general,  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  the  fuecefs  of  his  Maiefty’s 
arms  m  the  conqueft  of  Manila ,  the  furrender  of  the  port  of  Ca - 
vite%  and  the  ceffion  of  the  JP killippine  iilands. 

On  tlie  6th  of  October  we  took  the  capital  by  ftorm,  after  1  z 
days  operation,  which  are  detailed  in  my  journal!  Our  lofs  upon 
tills  occafion  would  have  been  trifling,  but  for  the  death  of  major 
More,  a  valiant  good  officer  ;  and  it  is  with  particular  fatisfaftioir 
can  allure  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  firm  bravery  and  perfeverance 
ot  the  troops,  could  only  be  equalled  by  their  humanity  after  vic¬ 
tory*.  Out  of  refpeft  and  deference  to  Admiral  Comijb ,  we  waited 
till  he  came  on  fhore,  and  being  defiroirs  to  fave  fo  fine  a  city 
from  defiru&ion,  we  jointly  dictated  the  annexed  conditions  to 
the  governor  general  (the  Archbifhop)  and  the  chief  magiftrates. 
who  moil  readily  embraced  them. 

Confldering  their  critical  fituation,and  vaft  opulence,  the  terms 
ivere  as  reafonable  for  them  as  beneficial  to  us.  We  allow  the 
India  company  a  third  part  of  the  ranfom,  the  whole  of  which 
amounts  to  a  million  fierling  ;  and,  according  to  my  inftru&ions, 

I  have  this  day  delivered  up  Manila,  one  of  the  richefl  cities  and 
iflands  in  this part  of  the  world,  with  the  port  of  Cavite,  to  Davu- 
fon  Drake ,  Efq;  and  the  other  gentlemen  appointed  to  receive  them 
on  behalf  of  the  company,  with  all  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
v.  arlike  ilores  found  therein,  agreeable  to  the  inclofed  inventories. 

I  have  appointed  major  Fell  of  the  79th  regiment  to  be  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  garrifon,  which  muft  confifl  of  all  the  troops 
brought  from  Madrafs,  as  the  great  extent  of  the  place,  its  very 
numerous  inhabitants,  and  unfettled  country,  with  the  importance 
of  the  Cavite y  demand  at  le aft,  this  force  for  an  effedhral  fecurity. 

d  he  feafon  of  the  year,  and  condition  of  the  fquadron,  oblige 
us  to  deter  the  taking  pofleffion  of  the  fubordinate  places  ceded  to 
the  crown, until  the  thips  have  had  a  fufficient  repair*;  andlhave 
tiie  pleafure  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  large  quantityof' 
^ava.1  llorcs  taken  in  the  royal  magazines  at  Cavite,  fupply  moil 

excellent 
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they  might  be  faid  to  contribute  fomething  to  it  infirmly  * 
by  Increafmg  the  ftock  of  the  nation,  and  fupplying  that 
prodigious  drain  of  treafure,  which  for  feveral  years  had  bcca 


excellent  materials  for  thispurpofe,  in  which  the  Admiral  is  inde¬ 
fatigable,  whole  zeal  for  his  majefty  sfervice,  great  cordiality,  and 
conftant  attention  to  us  during  the  whole  couife  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  fatiguing  progrefs  of  the  liege,  are  beyond  all  praifc 
The  other  officers  of  the  fleet  exerted  themfelves  to  the  -utmoft 
upon  every  occalion.  As  a  fniall  acknowledgment  o  our  many 
obligations  to  Mr.  Kempenfelt,  the  Admiral  s captain.  I  begged  his 
acceptance  of  the  government  of  the  citadel  and  port  of  Cavite, 
till  it  was  given  up  to  the  company ;  his  prudent  and  excellent  re¬ 
gulations  there  were  of  infinite  utility  to  the  public  feivice. 

The  captains  Collins,  Fitckford ,  and  George  Ourry ,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  battalion  of  feamen,  behaved  with  great  fpint  and  con- 
dud,  and  capt.  Jocelyn ,  who  was  intruded  with  the  care  of  the 
difembarkations,  gave  us  all  the  affiftance  that  could  be  \v  imed  o* 
expelled  from  a  diligent  good  officer.  The  marine  officers  ana 
-corps  were  of  great  fervice,  and  the  feamen  aftonifhed  us  with 
moll  extraordinary  proofs  of  activity  and  valour,  particularly 

thofe  who  aflifted  at  our  batteries. 

The  reduction  of  Manila  has  been  fo  much  owing  to  the  con¬ 
summate  fkill  and  bravery  of  Col.  Monfon ,  that  I  fear  my  faint  re- 
prefentations  cannot  do  juflice  to  his  merit;  and  I  moft  humbly 
beg  leave,  through  your  Lordlhip,  to  recommend  him  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  together  with  the  following  officers,  viz.  Lieut.  Col.  Scctt9 
Major  Barker ,  who  commanded  our  artillery  ;  Capt.  Fletcher 9 
Major  of  Brigade  ;  the  engineers.  Captains  Stephenfon, and  Cots/ord , 
andEnfign  Barnard ;  the  Captains  M^or^and  Pemble, aids-de-camp, 
who  have  all  afted  in  their  feveral  departments  with  extraordinary 
merit,  and  greatly  facilitated  my  good  fortune.  Loth  the  royal 
and  the  company's  artillery,  with  their  other  troops,  behaved  very 
well.  In  the  lafl  place,  may  I  pjefumeto  point  out  the  fervices 
of  the  79th  regiment,  which,  from  the  good  conduct  of  their  for¬ 
mer  and  prefent  field-officers,  has  the  peculiar  merit  of  having  firil 
flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  India ,  and  not  a  little  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  h^ppinefs  and  decifion  of  that  war  under  Col  Coote9 
and  has  finee  extended  the  glory  of  his  Majefly  s  arms  to  the  ut¬ 
moft  verge  of  Afta.  Twenty-three  officers,  with  upwards  of  So o 
men  have  fallen  in  the  caufe  of  thek  country,  fince  the  regiment 
,  left  England ;  Numbers  of  the  furvivors  are  wounded.  Your 

Lordfhip  s  goodaefs  encourages  me  to  mention  them  as  objefts  of 

comj&aflioa. 
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mafnrSn^  thi%king40m  for  f°reign  fubfidies,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  armies  abroad.  If  it  had  not  hppn  fr ,  r  u 

pecuniary  f.ppliu*  with  whieh  ,hc  un^Zn  Sc"c"uf 

this 

hyS'lS C“P'’”  » 

1  have  the  honour  to  he,  tfc0 

brigadier  Genera,,  a„d  Colander  iJS^  DRAPER‘ 

Letter  from  Vice-Admiral  Cornifli,  to  Ur.  Cleveland,  dated  in  the 
Ba>  of  Manila,  the  3  ijt  of  Odtober,  1762. 

greatfft  Plea/llre  1  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
i  n-  °/  ,  llPsv-'ith  tlie  fuccefs  of  his  majefly’s  arms  in  the  re- 
du  tion  of  the  city  of  Manila,  whieh  was  taken  by  florm  on  the 
morning  of  the  9tii  infant.  In  my  letters  of  the  23d  and  31ft  of 
Hme*  acquainted  their  lordthips  with  my  proceedings  to  tha* 
time  ;  after  which  I  ufed  every  poflible  means  at  Madras  for  dif- 
patcii ,  the  demine  of  the  S.  W.  monfoon  making  it  of  the  utntoft 
importance.  To  promote  this  end,  I  compleated  the  Elizabeth; 
Grafton  Lenox,  Heymoutb,  and  Argo,  with  fuch  of  the  troops  and 
military  ilores,  as  they  were  to  take  on  board,  and  on  the  20th 
fent  them  away  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Tiddeman, to 
proceed  to  Malacca,  with  a  view  that  they  might  compleat  their 

fquadroif6  ^  tlC  tlmC  1  lll0,lId  arrive  with  the  remainder  of  the 

Having  accomplilhed  the  embarkation  of  every  thing  delim-ied 
for  the  expedition,  with  a  difpatch  much  beyond  my  expectations, 
as  we  had  from  the  whole  time  of  my  being  there  a  violentfurf  to 
contend  with,  I  failed  t he  hr  ft  of  Auguft  with  the  flips  undermen¬ 
tioned,  VIZ.  Norfolk,  Panther,  America,  Seaford,  South-Sea  Caftli 
flore  mips,  Admiral  Steven's  ftore-fhip,  Ojlerly  Company’s  fliip, 
caving  the  Falmouth,  at  the  requeft  ot  the  prefidentand  council, 
to  convoy  the  EJJex  India  tliip,  who  was  not  ready  to  fail,  bavins' 
the  treafure  to  take  on  board  the  China  cargoes,  and  to  bring 
to  Manila  fuch  of  the  company’s  fervants,  as  were  to  be  put  in 
po.leflion  of  that  Government,  iftlie  expedition  fucceeded. 

1  lie  1  grli,  I  arrived  at  Mallacca,  and  wasdifappointed  in  not 
finding  Mr.  Piddeman  there,  who  did  not  join  me  till  the  21ft 
having  met  witii  long  calms:  the  difficulty  of  watering  the  fquz- 
dron  at  this  place  made  it  the  27th  before  I  could  leave  the  road. 
On  the  id  of  September  I  arrived  off  Pule  Tim  ear.,  and  was  join- 
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this  war  were  attended,  it  never  could  have  been  maintain¬ 
ed  in  the  extent  to  which  it  was  carried,  notwithftanding 
the  increaie  of  trade,  which  has  been  uniformly  progreflive 

for 


ed  by  capt,  Grant ,  in  the  Seahorfe ,  whom  I  had  detached,  uprn 
my  firlt  arrival  at  Madrafs ,  to  cruize  between  this  iiland  and  the 
drafts  of  Sincapore ,  to  Hop  any  yeifels  he  might  fufpedf  going  to 
Manila . 

On  the  19th  I  made  thecoalf  of  Luconia ,  but  was  drove  cdf 
again  by  alirongN.  E.  wind,  which  feperated  fome  of  the  fqua^ 
dron.  The  2  2d  the  gale  broke  up,  and  the  wind  drifting  to  the 
S.  W.  the  23d  we  recovered  the  land  again  ;  the  next  day  entered 
the  bay  of  Manila ,  and  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening' anchored  off  the 
port  of  Cavite  with  the  whole  fquadron,  except  the  South-Sea 
CajUe,  and  Admiral  Stevens,  the  Falmouth  and  F,JJex  having  joined 
me  off  the  coafl.  In  the  night  I  fent  the  mailers  to  found  about: 
the  fortifications  of  Cavite,  and,  by  their  report  found  that  it 
might  be  attacked  by  fhips. 

The  25th  in  the  morning,  the  wind  not  being  favourable  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Cavite.  I  took  two  of  the  frigates,  and  with  general 
Draper ,  and  fome  other  officers,  reconnoitred  the Ihore  about  Ma¬ 
nila:  and  obferved  fome  churches  and  other  buildings  to  Hand  near 
the  works  on  the  foutli  fide  of  the  town,  particularly  toward  the 
S.  W.  bailion.  We  had  fome  defign  of  attacking  Cavite  firil,  to 
have  had  the  conveniency  of  that  port  for  the  ihipping,  but  con- 
fidered  that  though  the  attack  ihould  be  attended  with  all  the 
fuccefs  we  could  hope,  yet  it  would  caufe  a  delay  at  lead  of  two 
days  before  we  could  land  at  Manila,  which  time  would  afford 
opportunity  to  the  enemy  to  demolifh  thofe  buidings  near  the 
works,  and  to  prepare  many  obdacles  to  our  landing  and  perhaps 
recover  from  that  condensation  our  unexpeided  arrival  had  thrown 
them  in  ;  and  further,  Manila  being  the  capital,  if  that  fell,  Ca¬ 
vite  would  in  confequence. 

From  th.efe  condderatjons,  I  joined  in  opinion  with  the  general 
to  take  advantage  of  circumdances,  fo  favourable  for  a  defeent, 
and  land  the  troops  with  all  difpatch,  and  endeavour  to  get  poifef- 
don  of  fome  pods  near  their  works,  which,  if  effected,  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  city. 

I11  confequence  of  thefe  refohitions,  1  immediately  made  the 
iignal  on  board  the  Sealiorfe  for  the  fquadron  to  join  me,  and  for  the 
troops  to  prepare  to  land.  About  feven  in  the  evening  the  79th  re¬ 
giment,  with  the  marines  in  the  boats,  under  the  dire&ion  of  the 
captains  Parker ,  Kempenfelt ,  and  Brereton ,  pulhed  for  the  fhore  - 
and  under  the  fire  of  the  three  frigates,  effected  the  landing  at  p 

church 
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for  the  lad  three  years.  It  has  in  a  loofe  way  been  com¬ 
puted,  that  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  great  increafe  of  valuable  merchandize* 

(which 


church  called  the  Moratta,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  walls. 
We  had  no  oppofition  from  the  enemy,  but  fome  difficulty  from 
the  furf,  which  ran  high,  and  bilged  all  the  long  boats,  but  hap¬ 
pily  loit  no  men. 

The  next  morning  the  general  took  an  advanced  poll  about  20.0 
yards  from  the  glacis,  and  there,  undercover  of  a  blind,  intended 
his  battery  againft  the  face  of  theS.  W.  baftion.  The  number  of 
troops  being  final!*  I  landed  a  battalion  of  feamen,  confiding  of 
about  700  men,  under  the  command  of  the  Captains  Collins, 
Pitchford,  and  George  Gurry- 

The  25th  I  difpatched  three  armed  boats  after  a  galley,  coming 
up  the  bay  to  Manila  ;  they  came  up  with  her,  refolutely  boarded 
her,  and  took  her,  notwithftanding  ihe  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  with 
patteraroes  and  mufkets ;  fhe  mounted  two  carriag  and  feventeen 
'bra •  s  fwivel  guns,  and  had  eighty  men.  By  letters  found  in  her, 
we  difcovered  lhe  was  difpatched  from  the  galleon  St.  Philippine 7, 
from  Ac  .pulca,  and  whom  «:  e  had  left  the  10th  of  September,  at 
dajayapan f  between  the  Efnbocadtra  and  Cape  Spintu  Santa.  Up¬ 
on  tilis  difeovery,  I  came  to  a  refolution  to  fend  the  Panther  and 
jt>go  in  quell  of  her,  but  it  was  the  4th  of  Qthber  before  the  wea¬ 
ther  permitted  their  failing. 

Tim  28th  of  Septtmber  t  ie  General  acquainted  me,  that  he  was 
beginning  to  work  on  the  battery,  and  that  if  fome  Chips  could  get 
jaear  enough  to  throw  fhot  on  the  works  of  the  town  oppofite  to  it* 
it  might  take  eff  fome  of  the  enemy’s  fire  and  attention,  and  there-  . 
by  facilitate  its  conftru&ion.  Inconfequence  of  this,  I  ordered 
Commodore  Tiddettun,  with  the  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth ,  towards 
fhe  town,  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  and  to  place 
the  fhips  in  fuch  a  pofition  as  would  beft  anfwer  the  purpofe  in¬ 
tended,  which  was  accordingly  dome  the  next  day,  and  their  fire 
bad  a  very  good  effect 

On  the  30th,  the  South-Sea  Cofile  arrived  with  ltores  which 
were  much  wanted,  particularly  the  entrenching  tools,  for  want 
of  which  the  army  had  been  fo  greatly  diftrelled,  that  1  was  oblige 
ed  to  employ  all  the  forges  in  making  fpades,  pickaxes,  &c.  for 
them.  The  firft  of  October  it  began  to  blow  frelh,  and  in  the 
night  increafed  to  a  hard  gale,  which  drove  the  South  Sea  Cofile 
slhorc  near  the  Pufoerifia ,  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  our  camp. 
This  accident,  however,  had  fome  confiderable  advantages  attend¬ 
ing  it,  as  the  fixation  fl*  lay  in  made  he*  cannon  a  proteftion  for 

(9  '  thr* 
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("which  ufed  to  be  formerly  the  foie  produce  and  advantage 
of  the  Eaft  India  commerce,)  has  brought  into  England 
durino-the  war,  near  fix  millions  in  treafure  and  jewels. 

i  he 


the  rear  of  our  camp  :  it  was  likewife  the  means  that  .til  hei  rm  i 
tary  flores  were  got  on  board  with  iatety  and  difpatch,  an  y  t  na 
army  fupplied  with  the  provisions  lire  had  on  board,  both  of  w  aic  1 
were  articles  they  hood  in  immediate  need  of,  and  winch  could 
not  have  been  fupplied  by  boats,  as  it  continued  blowing  weat  ier 
for  feveraldays  after,  and  the  furf  breaking  very  high  on  the  beaclu 

This  rale  was  from  the  W.  S.  W.  directly  on  the  Shore, ^  which 
rave  me  much  concern  for  the  fafety  of  the  fquadron,  particular  y 
for  the  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth,  who  were  only  in  four  fathom  wa¬ 
ter,  and,  as  I  have  been  Since  informed.  Shuck  ;  but  the  bot  tom 
being  mud,  and  foft  to  a  considerable  depth,  they  received  no 
damage.  On  the  4th  in  the  morning,  the  General  opened  tm 
battery,  which  was  fo  well  managed,  and  feconded  by  the  lhrp* 
before  the  town  that  in  four  hours  the  defences  were  taken  on,  and 
the  next  day  in  the  evening  the  breach  was  made  practicable. 

On  the  6th,  at  day  light  in  themorning,  the  general’s  regiment, 
with  the  fe a  battalion,  mounted  the  breach,  made  the  attack,  and 
foon  got  poSfeSIion  of  all  the  baflions,  which  completed  the  ^  con¬ 
quest.  I  immediately  went  on  Shore,  and  with  the  General,  had  2 
meeting  with  the  Spanish  Governor,  and  fonie  of  the  principal 

officers,  when  a  capitulation  was  agreed  on,  that  the  town  and 

port  of  Cavite,  with  the  islands  and  forts  dependent  on  Manila, 
Should  be  given  up  to  his  Britannick  Majefty,  and  that  they  Should 
pay  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the  preservation  of  the  town  and 
their  effects,  (a  copy  of  which  capitulation  1  have  inclofed  ) 

On  the  10th  I  Sent  capt.  Ktmpenfelt  in  the  Norfolk,  with  the 
Seaford and  Seahorfe ,  to  take  poSfeSIion  of  Cavite,  agreeable  to  the 
capitulation  ;  by  this  acquisition  we  are  in  poSTeSlion  of  a  very  large 
quantity  of  naval  Slores  ;  andbefide  the  advantage  ofalmoll  cveiy 
convenience  for  refitting  a  fquadron,  the  people  are  fupplied 
with  frefii  meat  and  vegetables  in  great  plenty. 

The  Siege,  though  lhort,  was  attended  with  many  difficulties  and 
great  fatigue,  in  which  both  the  officers  and  men  exerted  themfelves 
with  the  ut molt  chearfulnefs.  We  had  constant  freffi  gales,  a  Ice 
Shore,  and  consequently  a  high  furf  to  contend  with,  which  made  it 
always  difficult,  frequently  hazardous  and  fometimes  impofSIble  to 
land  with  boats.  1  he  rains  fell  very  heavy,  and  our  little  army 
were  furrounded  and  harraffied  by  numerous  bodies  ol  Indians, 
who,  though  undifoiplined,  and  armed  only  with  lances,  bows  and 

L  1  arrows. 
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i  he  capture  of  the  Spanifh  regifttr  fhip,  the 
May  21.  Hei  inione,  which  happened  foon  after  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  war  with  Spain,  and  juft  asfhd 
was  on  the  point  of  entering  one  of  the  ports  of  Old  Spain, 

and 


arrows,  yet  by  A  daring  refblufloft  and  contempt  of  death,  they 
became  not  only  troublefome  btit  formidable.  I  have  the  fatis- 
faff  ion  of  acquainting  their  lordfhips,  that  throughout  the  whole 
expedition,  the  moft  perfect  harmony  and  unanimity  have  fub- 
filled  between  his  majefly’s  land  and  fea  forces. 

You  will  receive  with  this,  an  account  of  the  number  of  officers 
and  men,  both  feamen  and  marines,  that  were  landed  from  the 
fquadron,  as  likewife  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  each  corps.  It 
is  with  concern,  I  acquaint  their  lordfhips  with  the  lofs  of  com¬ 
modore  Piddeman,  who,  in  attempting  to  enter  the  river  in  his 
barge,  the  morning  after  the  reduction  of  Manila,  was  drowned 
with  five  of  his  people,  by  which  unhappy  accident,  his  Majefty 
has  loft  a  brave  and  experienced  officer. 

Captain  Kempenfelt ,  by  whom  I  fend  this  (and  will  prefent  to 
you  for  their  lordfhips  a  plan  of  the  town  of  Manila,  and  the  port 
of  Cavite)  has  been  of  the  greateft  affiftance  to  m<*  during  the 
con rfe  of  this  enterprize  ;  he  is  very  capable  of  fumi filing  their 
lordfhips  with  many  particulars  neceftary  for  their  information; 
and  his  great  merit  makes  it  my  duty  to  recommend  him  as  a  very 
able  and  good  officer, 

1  am,  &c. 

S.CORNISH. 

Letter  from  V ice- Admiral  Corn  ifh  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  in  the 

Bay  of  Manila,  Nov.  io,  1762. 

} 

IN  my  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Oaoher ,  lacquainted  you  of  my  hav¬ 
ing  feilt  Captain  Parker  with  the  Panther  and  Argo,  inqueft 
of  the  galeonSt.  Philippina,  from  Acapulco,  bound  to  Manila. 

The  7  th  inflant  capt.  King  in  the  Argo,  returned  with  a  letter 
from  capt.  Parker,  acquainting  me,  that,  in  confcquence  of  my 
orders,  having  the  30th  of  October  got  the  length  of  the  iflaad 
Caput,  near  the  entrance  into  the  Embocadera ,  in  pirrfuit  of  the 
St.  Philippina,  where  the  Argo  had  come  to  an  anchor  (and  which 
lie  intended  to  do  for  that  night)  juft  as  theday  clofed  favv  a  fail, 
and  Handing  to  the  northward  ;  at  eight  in  the  evening  he  got  light 
of  the  chafe,  about,  two  leagues  to  leward,  but  unluckily  by  the 
rapidity  of  a  counter  current,  to  what  the  chafe  was  in,  drove 

among 
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and  that  of  the  Santiffimo  Trinidad,  a  Manila  fhip5  mull  be 
added  to  thefe  refources.  The  ffrft  of  thefe  was  worth  lit- 
tie  lefs  than  a  million  fterling,  and  the  other  at  leall  three 
millions  of  dollars.  The  taking  of  thefe  fhips  is  not  altoge¬ 
ther  unworthy  a  place  in  hiftory;  becaufe  it  had  no  fmall 
influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  Bourbon  alliance,  and  confi- 

derably 


among  the  Narrango's  in  the  utmoff  danger  of  being  loff,  and 
obliged  to  anchor  ;  the  frigate  having  efcaped  the  danger,  got  up 
with  the  ohace,  and  engaged  her  near  two  hours ;  but  was  fo 
roughly  handled,  that  capt.  King  was  obliged  to  bring  too  tore- 
pair  his  damages.  By  this  time  the  current  llackened,  which  en¬ 
abled  capt.  Parker  to  get  under  fail  with  the  chace  in  light : 
about  nine  the  next  morning  he  came  up  with  her,  and  after  bat¬ 
tering  her  two  hours  within  half  mufket  Ihot,  fhe  ffruck.  1  he 
enemy  made  but  little  refiffance,  t ruffing  to  the  immenfe  thickncfs 
of  the  Tides  of  their  lliip,  which  the  Panther's  Ihot  was  not  able  to 
penetrate,  except  her  upper  works.  CapL  Parker  was  no  lefs  dif- 
appointed  than  furprized,  when  the  general  came  on  board,  to 
find,  that  inffead  of  the  Saint  Philippina,  he  had  engaged  and 
taken  the  Santiffimo  Tpnadad,  who  departed  from  Manila  the  firif 
of  Auguft  for  Acapulco ,  and  had  got  three  hundred  leagues  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Embocadero  ;  but  meeting  with  a  hard  gale  of 
wind,  was  difmafted  and  put  back  to  refit.  She  had  eight  hundred 
men  on  board,  and  pierced  for  lixty  guns,  but  when  Capt.  King 
engaged  her,  had  only  fix  mounted,  and  but  thirteen  when  taken  : 
ffie  draws  thirty-three  feet  water,  and  is  a  much  larger  fhip  than 
the  Panther .  I  cannot  ascertain  the  value  of  the  cargo,  but  there 
is  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  regiffered, 
and  Ihe  is  reputed  fo  be  worth  three  millions. 

Capt.  King  left  thp  Panther  with  her  prize  at  anchor  about 
three  leagues  fouth  of  the  Corrigedcnv,  at  the  mouth  of  this  bay  ; 
and  as  I  have  fent  a  reinforcement  of  men  with  launches  and  warps, 
I  hope  very  foon  to  have  her  in  fafety.  I  am, 

4  S.  CORNISH. 

Officers  killed  and  wounded,  &c.  belonging  to  the  Norfolk  Lieut. 
Peter  Porter ,  and  Mr.  White,  furgeon’s  fecond  mate,  killed.— — 
Lenox  "Thomas  Spearing ,  fecond  lieutenant  of  marines,  wounded. 

Total  officers,  feamen  and  marines  landed,  1017.  Killed,  17. 
Wounded,  17. 

N.  B.  The  furgeons,  armourers,  and  other  artificers,  are  not 
included  in  the  above  account. 

Norfolk,  off  Capita,  S,  CORNISH, 

Oft.  31,1 76a. 


L  1  a 


524  '  The  History  of  the  War!  1762. 

derably  funk  thofe  refources  of  money,  which  v/ere  the 
piincipal  objects  to  trance,  when  fhe  formed  that  famous 
treaty.  All  thefe  advantages  were  without  any  confiderable 
ab  ay  on  tne  lide  of  Grreat  Britain  ;  they  would  have  ferved 
to  ballance  any  poffible  fuccefs,  which  the  enemy  might  have 
i.ad  in  Portugal.  But  theip  fuccefs  in  that  quarter,  where 
they  had  entertained  the  mod;  fanguine  hopes,  was  by  no 
means  confiderable,  and  very  far  from  tending  to  any  thing 
deciiive.  Thefe  confederations  helped  to  difpofe  the  Bour¬ 
bon  courts  to  peace,  almoft  as  foon  as  they  had  jointly  en¬ 
tered  into  the  war  ;  and  Europe,  after  having  been  deceived 
in  the  hopes  of  tranquillity,  which  were  entertained  from 
the  late  negotiation,  and  plunged  apparently  deeper  than 
ever  into  war,  was  in  reality  approaching  faff  to  peace,  and 
the  public  repofe  was  preparing,  when  it  feemed  to  be  at  the 
greatefl  diftance. 

'(  k  . 

. . in  —  — -  ■  ■  ■■  — - -  ■  — -  -  - 

C  H  A  P.  IX. 

Propofals  for  peace .  State  of  the  min  fry  and  parties, 

Dukes  of  Bedford  and  JVivernois  employed  in  the  negotiation . 
Newfoundland  taken  and  retaken .  War  in  Germany.  He¬ 
reditary  Prince  defeated  at  Iohannifberg.  French  repulfed . 
Cajfel  invejled .  Remarkable  cannonade  at  Pucker  Muhl . 

French  take  Apionebourg.  CaJJel  fur  rendered  to  the  allies , 
War  in  Wef  phalia  concluded.  , 

WHEN  France  had  found  experimentally,  that  the 
prefent  at  leaf!  was  not  the  favourable  time  for 
drawing  from  her  alliance  all  thofe  advantages  with  which 
fhe  flattered  herfelf,  fhe  inclined  in  good  earned;  to  peace, 
I  he  fmccrity  of  her  procedure  in  the  former  negotiation 
might  be  juftly  queflioned  j  becaufe  fhe  had  prepared  an  af¬ 
ter  game  in  cafe  of  its  breaking  off.  And  fhe  fo  much  re¬ 
lied  on  it,  that  it  is  very  poffible  the  negotiation  itfelf  was 
but  a  feint  made  to  cover  and  to  prepare  that  projedf.  But 
hnding  that  Great  Britain  was  neither  intimidated  by  the 
threats  of  that  formidable  alliance,  nor  at  all  likely  to  be  re¬ 
duced  by  the  exertion  of  its  forces  3  fhe  came  in  good  ear¬ 
ned;  into  thefe  pacific  fentiments,  which  formerly  fire  had 
only  counterfeited.  The  flowprogrefs  of  the  Bourbon  troops 
in  Portugal,  the  retrograde  motion  of  the  French  army  in 

Germany* 
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Germany,  the  taking  of  Martinico  and  its  dependencies, 
and  the  imminent  danger  in  which  they  beheld  the  navan- 
nah,  all  confpired  to  humble  the  pride,  and  daft  the  hope. 

of  the  Bourbon  alliance.  r.  . 

On  the  fide  of  Great  Britain  likewne,  the  difpofitions 

peace  became  much  more  cordial.  No  P'-C’P  e  were  eV"r 
lefs  intoxicated  with  their  fuccefles.  V  ictories  were  be¬ 
come  familiar  to  us,  and  made  but  little  niipit  non. 
marks  of  public  joy  on  the  mod  confiderable  conquefts, 
were  become  much  (lighter  and  colder,  than  weie  (hewed 

at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  upon  very  tuvia  a>  vantages. 
Befides  the  nation  had  occafion  for  peace.  1  hough  her 
trade  had  been  greatly  augmented,  a  circumftance  Vvl^1Ga 
example  favourable,  and  though  many  of  her  conquc  s?  as 
we  have  feen,  were  very  far  from  uni  iterative,  ici^  uppnes 

of  money,  great  as  they  were,  did  not  keep  pace  ^ltn  er 
pences.  The  fupply  of  men  too,  which  was  nece  ary  to 
furnifh  the  wafte  of  fo  extenfive  a  war,  became  cn  my  l- 
minifhed,  and  the  troops  were  not  recruited  but  with  iome 
difficulty,  and  at  a  heavy  charge.  It  was  time  to  c  o  e  t  le 
war,  when  every  end,  we  couid  rationally  propo  e  to  our- 
felves  in  carrying  it  on,  was  anfwered  ;  we  had  enoug  \  ux 
our  hands  to  anfwer  all  our  demands,  and  almoit  a  1  our  ex¬ 
pectations  ;  and  as  it  is  grown  into  a  lort  of  maxim,  that 
nations  greatly  victorious,  mult  cede  loniething  on  a  peace, 
the  difficulty  on  our  fide  was  only  what,  and  how  much  wc 
fhould  retain.  Not  that  there  was  a  doubt,  but  whatever 
choice  of  acquifition  could  be  made  upon  any  rational  prin¬ 
ciples,  a  great  deal  would  {till  remain  to  give  the  fullcit 
-  fcope  to  every  fentiment  of  equity  and  moderation. 

All  thefe  were  fufficient inducements  to  peace.  But  other 
things  operated  as  caufes.  An  alteration  in  the  iy^cm  ot 
the  Britifh  miniitry  had  begun  this  war;  another  alteration 


put  an  end  to  it.  . 

The  whole  council  had  been  almoit  unanimous  to  oppo  e 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  fcheme  for  precipitating  the  declaration  ot 
war  againft  Spain.  They  thought  his  principles  too  vio- 
lent,  and  they  did  not  perfectly  like  his  perfon.  When  he 
retired  from  publick  bufinefs,  it  feemed  as  if  they  breathed 
more  freely,  and  had  got  rid  of  a  burthen  that  oppreffee 
them.  But  he  was  not  long  removed,  when  it  appeared 
that  the  remaining  part  of  the  fyltem,  was  framed  upon 
principles  fo  very  difeordant  in  themfelves,  that  it  was  by 
P„q  means  likely  to  ftand,  K 
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The  duke  of  Newcaftle,  fir  ft  lord  of  the  treafury,  by  his 
early  zeal  in  favour  of  the  protefhnt  fucccffion,  by  he  Le 
ral  andpoimeufehehad  made  of  a  great  fortune, L  the  oh- 

ifof T.?;  *  cour^ °f  many  years,  and  i„'  a'facceffi- 

O0  of  great  employments,  he  was  enabled  to  confer  on  feme 

ed  COn‘!deralIle  P-C°Ple  5n  the  kingdom,  had  attach! 

eda  great  number  to  Ins  fortunes,  and  formed  an  intereft  in 

the  parliament  and  the  nation,  which  it  was  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  to  overturn,  or  even  to  fliake,  He  came  to  be  confi- 
aered  as  the  head  of  the  whigs  ;  and  he  was  in  reality  well 
quahfied  in  many  reipeds  for  the  chief  of  a  party,  from  his 
unbounded  liberality,  from  his  affability,  magnificence,  and 
perfonal  difintereftednefs.  Even  the  defects  and  faults, which 
might  have  appeared  in  his  charaiSter,  were  rather  of  fervica 
to  him,  as  they  often  tended  to  foften  refentments,  and 
helped  to  give  that  great  power,  of  which  he  was  poffeffed,  an 
appearance  lefs  formidable. 

,  P,Urin|  *  f,re?t  Part  the  late  king’s  reign,  his  family 
ad  due  tied  ail  things  without  controul.  On  the  acceffiou 

<0.  his  prefent  majefiy,  his  fituation  feemed  more  doubtful, 
^ut  in  a  little  time  he  appeared  outwardly  as  well  eftablifhed 

X  fVlr’.n°r*Chiy  in  his  fbrmfr  high  employments,  but  in 
.nac  ihare  oa  inLuence  which  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  at¬ 
tend  it.  I  here  was,  however,  very  little  reality  in  this  fpe- 
emus  appearance  3  for  he  did  not  poiTefs  the  royal  confi¬ 
dence,  upon  which  all  the  effential  of  power  depends.  Nei- 
txiCr  hib  age,  nor  his  fituation  in  the  former  reien,  had  aN 
lowed  him  the  opportunity  of  cultivating  an  intereft  with 
tile  prefent  king.  Another  noble  perfon  (a)  had  been  in 
an  employment  near  his  perfon ;  and  having  formed  his 
mind  with  much  attention  and  fuccefs  tothofe  virtues  which 

**dorn  his  ftation,  deferved  anu  obtained  a  very  uncommon 
Share  of  his  confidence. 

This  pobieman  was  firft  groom  of  the  ftole  :  afterwards 
taking  a  more  open  {hare  in  the  conduA  of  affairs,  he  accept¬ 
ed  the  ieais  as  fecretary  of  ftate.  On  the  removal  of  Mr* 
f  Uv,  v.  no  prefer  *ed  a  fort  of  union  in  the  adminiftration  by 
in'  .  1  coiiiKxOn  dread  ot  him,  the  only  competition  was  be¬ 
tween  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  and  lord  Bute.  The  former 
could  not  well  endure  that  decay  of  influence,  which,  on  a 
thoufand  occaflons,  he  mull  have  fenfibly  felt,  and  which 

the 
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the  great  rank  he  held  mud  have  rendered  only  more  pain¬ 
ful.  Lord  Bute,  on  the  other  hand,  could  not  bear  to  fee 
the  treafury  board,  which,  under  whatever  limitations,  was 
attended  with  fo  much  power,  in  the  hands  of  his  rival.  It 
is  indeed  a  department,  the  entire  conduct  of  which  is  abso¬ 
lutely  eilential  to  the  perfon  who  has  any  pretenfioiis  to  be 
at  the  head  ot  the  Britifh  adminiftration. 

Thele  principles  fooii  produced  their  natural  effect.  In 
a  fhort  time  the  duke  of  NewcafUe  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  refign,  and  lord  Bute  became  firft  May  26* 
commiflioner  of  the  treafury.  This  refignation 
was  followed  by  that  of  others  of  great  confideration  for 
their  rank  and  influence.  No  one  was  furprifedat  the  ferment 
which  enfued  ;  in  which  perfonal  refentment,  party  violence, 
and  national,  or  rather  local  prejudices,  were  all  united,  to 
throw  every  thing  into  confufion. 

In  this  condition  of  parties,  a  number  of  thofe  called 
Whigs,  who  had  loft  their  places,  being  highly  irritated  at 
the  late  changes,  and  even  many  of  thofe  who  ftill  continu¬ 
ed  in  employments,  being  fuppofed  attached  to  the  intereft: 
of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  therefore  not  to  be  depended 
on  by  the  new  adminiftration,  it  became  neceffary  to  have 
rccourte  to  thofe  called  Tories,  or  country  gentlemen. 

from  the  beginning  of  this  reign  it  had  been  profefted, 
with  the  general  applaufe  of  all  good  men,  to  abolifh  thofe 
odious  party  diftindtions,  and  to  extend  the  royal  favour  and 
protection  equally  to  all  his  majefty’s  fubjects.  The  per- 
fons  called  Tories  had,  befides,  been  before  active  in  fup- 
port  of  fome  of  thofe,  who  now  clamoured  at  the  very  mea- 
lures  which  they  had  themfelves,  more  than  once,  adopted. 
However,  occafion  was  taken  from  thence  to  endeavour 
at  the  revival  of  this  almoft  exploded  diftiiution.  There 
were  great  heats,  which  were  blown  into  a  combuftion  by 
every  art,  and  every  inftrument  of  party,  that  had  ever 
proved  effectual  upon  fimilar  occafions. 

Whilft  the  nation  was  thus  diffracted,  the  conduct  of  a 
war  became  difficult ;  its  continuance  unfafe  ;  and  its  fup- 
plies  uncertain.  If  the  adminiftration  failed,  their  failure 
would  be  conftrued  into  incapacity  ;  if  they  fuccecded,  their 
fuccefs  would  be  converted  into  an  argument  for  fuch  terms 
of  peace,  as  it  would  be  impoftible  for  them  to  procure. 
Above  all,  the  antient  and  known  connection  between  the 
chiefs  cf  the  moneyed  inteixft  and  the  principal  perfons  in 
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the  oppofition,  muft  have  been  a  fubject  of  great  anxiety  to 
the  adminiftration. 

Thefe  caufes  co-operated  to  render  the  intentions  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry  towards  peace  altogether  cordial  and  fin- 
cere  ;  and  they  thought  themfelves  abundantly  juftified  in 
their  willies  for  it  at  this  juncture,  both  from  the  fuccelfes 
and  the  burthens  of  the  nation  ;  from  the  flourifhing  ftate 
of  Tome  of  their  allies,  and  the  doubtful  ftate  of  others  ; 
and  in  general,  from  thofe  arguments  of  humanity,  which 
made  it  high  time  that  Europe  fhould  enjoy  fome  interval 
of  repofe. 

Both  courts  thus  concurring  in  the  fame  point,  all  diffi¬ 
culties  were  fpeedily  fmoothed,  It  is  faid,that  the  firft  over¬ 
tures  were  made  under  the  mediation  of  his  Sardinian  ma- 
jefty.  As  foon  as  terms  were  propofed,  in  order  to  give  a 
pledge,  to  each  other  of  their  mutual  fincerity,  it  was  agreed 
that  this  treaty  fhould  not  be  negotiated,  as  the  former 
had  been,  by  fuhordinate  perfons  ;  but  that  the  two  courts 
fhould  reciprocally  fend  to  London  and  Verfailles  a  perfon 
of  the  firft  confequence  and  diftindlion  in  either  kingdom. 
Accordingly  the  duke  of  Bedford  was  fent  to  negotiate  on 
the  part  of  England,  and  the  duke  de  Nivernois  on  that  of 
France  ;  the  great  outlines  of  the  treaty  were  very  foon  ex¬ 
plained  and  adjufted.  The  detail  of  fome  articles  took  up 
more  time. 

During  this  mixed  interval  of  war  and  treaty,  the  French 
obtained  a  temporary  advantage  *,  but  which  neither  lul- 
pended  nor  influenced  the  negotiation.  It  was  the  laft  of- 
fenfive  effort,  which  they  made  ;  and  though  this  enter- 
prize  was  attended  with  a  temporary  luccefs  in  the  execu¬ 
tion,  it  was  in  the  defign  not  fuperior  to  any  of  thofe  that 
had  failed.  Monfieur  de  Ter  nay,  with  a  Iquadron  of  four 
men  of  war  and  a  bomb  ketch,  and  M.  d*  Haufonville,  with 
a  proportionable  number  of  land  forces,  arrived  the  24th  of 
June  at  the  bay  of  Bulls  in  Newfoundland,  and  finding  the 
ifland  little  prepared  to  refift  them,  took  without  difficulty, 
the  forts  of  St.  John,  Trinity,  and  Carbonear,  deftroyed  the 
two  laft,  and  likewife  the  ftages  and  implements  of  the  fiffi- 
ery,  to  a  confiderable  value.  "  The  immenfe  extent  of  our 
military  operations,  rendered  it  little  wonderful  or  blame- 
able,  that  this  particular  part  was  found  weak. 

The  French  prefumed  by  far  too  much  on  the  fupme- 

nefs  of  the  nation,  when  they  hoped  fuch  an  advantage 

could 
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could  have  any  great  eftebt  on  the  negotiation.  In  fabl,  as 
foon  as  the  news  arrived  in  England,  a  force  was  fitted  out 
to  retake  thofe  places.  But  fuch  was  the  vigilance  and  rea- 
dinefs  of  general  Amherft,  our  commander  in  America, 
that  it  fuperfeded  the  necelfity  of  this  armament.  He  de¬ 
tached  colonel  Amherft  with  a  body  of  forces,  and  Lord 
Colville  with  a  finally  but  fufficient  fquadron,  to  recover 
this  valuable  ifland.  The  land  forces  attacked  fonae detach¬ 
ments  of  the  French,  advantageoufly  pofted  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  St.  John’s,  and  prepared  to  attack  St.  John’s 
itfelf,  with  fo  much  vigour  and  adlivity,  that  M.  d’Haufon- 
vilie,  who  had  remained  there  as  governor,  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  deliver  up  that  place,  and  furrendered  him- 
leli  and  garrifon  prisoners  of  war  (a)9  before  Sept.  18. 

lor 


(aj  Colonel  Amber ffs  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont ,  dated ,  St, 
John's,  Newfoundland,  Sept  20,  1762. 


My  Lord , 

Ccording  to  the  orders  I  received  from  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft 9 
at  New  York ,  of  which  your  Lordlhip  have  been  informed, 
I  proceeded  from  New  fork  to  Half  ax  with  the  tranfports,  to 
take  up  there  the  troops  deftined  for  the  expedition.  I  got. 
into  the  harbour  the  26th  of  Auguft ;  and  finding  Ld.  Colville 
had  failed,  determined  to  embark  the  troops  there,  and  at  Louif 
bourg,  as  expeditiouily  as  poftible,  and  proceed  after  his  Lordlhip. 

Tlie  men  of  war  being  failed,  who  were  to  have  taken  part  of 
the  troops  on  board,  I  was  obliged  to  take  up  11  ipping  to  tire 
amount  of  400  tons. 

I  had.  every  thing  embarked,  ready  to  fail  the  29th,  but  con- 
i  T.iiy  winds  kept  us  in  the  harbour  till  the  ifi  of  September ,  when 
we  got  out,  and  arrived  at  Louijbourg  on  the  5th.  The  next  day 
the  troops  were  embarked,  and  we  failed  out  of  the  harbour  the 
7th  in  the  morning. 

1  had  the  good  fortune  to  join  Lord  Colville's  fleet  on  the  nth, 
a  few  leagues  to  the  foutlnvard  of  St.  Johns ;  and  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence  his  Lordlhip  had  received,  l  was  obliged  to  change  my  re- 
folution  of  landing  the  troops  at.  Kitty  Kitty ,  a  narrow  entrance 
clofe  to  the  harbour  of  Sr.  John's ,  the  enemy  having  entirely 
flopped  up  the  pafiage,  by  linking  ihaliops  in  the  channel. 

from  the  beft  information  I  could  get,  it  appeared  that  Torbay, 
about  three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  St,  Johns,  was  the  place 
to  land  the  troops. at,  within  that  diflriift. 

M  m 
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lord  Colville  coilld  arrive  from  the  place  where  the  troops 
had  been  landed*  to  c6-operare  with  them.  M.  de  Ternay 
efcaped  with  the  fleet*  partly  by  having  gained  a  confident 

ble 


Lord  Col*ui/lv  fent  the  Syren  man  of  war  into  Torbay  with  the 
tranfports  5  and  it  was  late  at  night  on  the  12th,  before  they  all 
came  to  an  anchor.  Capt.  Douglas  of  his  Majefty’s  Ihip  Syrtni 
welit  with  me  to  view  the  Bay,  and  we  found  a  very  good  Beach 
to  land  on.  It  blew  hard  in  the  night,  and  one  of  the  tranfportsy 
with  the  Provincial  Light  Infantry  corps  on  board,  was  driven 
out  to  fea. 

1  landed  the  trdops  early  the  next  morning,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Bay,  from  whence  a  path  led  to  St.  John’s ;  a  party  of  the 
enemy  fired  fome  ihots  at  the  boats  as  they  rowed  in.  The  Light 
Infantry  of  the  Regulars  landed  tirfl,  gave  the  enemy  one  lire, 
and  drove  them  towards  St.  John's.  The  battalions  landed,  and 
we  marched  on.  The  path  for  four  miles  very  narrow,  through 
a  thick  wood,  and  over  very  bad  ground. 

Capt.  M’ Donnell's  Light  Infantry  corps  in  front  came  up  with 
fome  of  the  party  we  drove  from  the  Landing  Place:  They  had 
concealed  themfelves  in  the  Wood,  fifed  upon  ns,  and  wounded 
three  men.  A  part  of  M’ Donnell's  corps  rttihed  in  upon  them, 
took  three  prifoners,  and  drove  the  reft  off. 

The  country  opened  afterwards,  and  we  marched  to  the  left 
of  Kitty  Kitty :  It  was  ncceffary  to  take  poffeflian  of  this  pafs,  to 
open  a  communication  for  the  landing  of  artillery  and  ftorcs,  it 
being  impradieable  to  get  them  up  the  way  we  came. 

As  foon  as  our  right  was  clofe  to  Kitty  Kitty  rivCr,  the  enemy 
fired  upon  us  from  a  hill  on  the  oppofite  fide.  I  fent  a  party  up  a 
rock,  which  commanded  the  paffage  over,  and  under  cover  of 

•  their  fire,  the  Light  Infantry  companies  of  the  Royal  and  Mont* 
gomery'sf  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  Royal,  paffed,  drove 
the  enemy  up  the  hill,  and  purfued  them  on  that  fide  towards  St. 
John’s :  when  I  perceived  a  body  of  the  enemy  coming  to  their 
fupport,  1  immediately  ordered  over  Major  Sutherland,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  firft  battalion,  Upon  which  they  thought 

•  proper  to  retreat  ;  and  we  had  juft  time,  before  dark,  to  take 

•  poft.  1 

Capt.  Mackenzie,  who  commanded  Montgomerys  Light  Infan-- 
try,  w  as  dangeroufly  wounded.  We  took  ten  prifoners ;  the 
troops  lay  this  night  on  their  arms. 

The  next  morning,  the  14th,  we  opened  the  channel,  where 
the  enemy  had  funk  the  ihallops  :  they  had  a  breaft-work  which 
commanded  the  entrance,  and  a  battery  not  quite  finilhed. 

Lieut. 
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ble  diftance,  before  they  were  di (covered,  by  means  of  a 
thick  fog  ;  and  partly  becaufe  lord  Colville,  after  their  hav¬ 
ing  been  difcovered,  did  not  apprehend  that  they  really 
were  the  enemy's  (hips. 

V  It 


Lieut.  Col.  Tnllikin ,  who  had  met  with  an  accident  by  a  fall, 
and  was  left  on  board,  joined  me  tills  day  ;  and  Capt.  Fergufon 
commanding  the  artillery,  brought  round  fome  light  artillery  and 
dotes  from  Torbay  in  the  lhallops. 

The  enemy  had  poifdlion  of  two  very  high  and  deep  hills,  one 
in  the  front  of  our  advanced  polls,  and  the  other  nearer  to  St. 
John's,  which  two  hills  appeared  to  command  the  whole  ground 
from  Kitty  Fitty  to  St.  Johns,  It  was  necedary  that  we  Ihould 
proceed  on  this  lide,  to  fecure  effectually  the  landing  at  the  Kitty 
Kitty,  from  the  tirfl  hill  the  enemy  fired  upon  our  polls. 

Oil  the  15th,  juft  before  day-break,  1  ordered  Capt.  M'Don- 
nells  corps  of  Light  Infantry,  and  the  Provincial  Light  Infantry, 
fupported  by  our  advanced  polls,  to  march  to  furprife  the  enemy 
on  this  hill.  Capt.  A '1* Donnell  palfed  their  ccntries  and  advanced 
guards,  and  was  lirlt  difcovered  by  their  main  body  on  the  hill, 
as  lie  came  climbing  up  the  rocks  near  the  fummit,  which  he 

gained,  receiving  the  enemy's  lire.  He  threw  in  his  tire,  and  the 
£iiemy  gaye  way. 

Capt.  M’Donnell  was  wounded ;  Lieut.  Schuyler  of  his  com¬ 
pany  killed,  with  three  or  four  men,  and  eighteen  wounded. 

I  lie  enemy  had  three  companies  of  grenadiers  and  two  picquets 
at  this  poll,  comm  anded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Belcombc,  fccond  in 
command,  who  was  wounded;  a  Captain  of  Grenadiers  wounded 
gild  taken  prifoner ;  his  Lieut,  killed,  feveral  men  killed  and 
\yoimded,  and  13  taken  prisoners. 

The  enemy  had  one  mortar  here,  with  which  they  threvy  fomp 

(hells  at  us  in  the  night :  a  lix-pounder  not  mounted,  and  two 
wall  pieces. 

1  his  hill,  with  one  adjoining,  commands  the  harbour. 

The  16th,  we  advanced  to  the  hill  nearer  St.  John's,  which 
the  enemy  h^d  quitted.  Iwenty-nine  lhallops  came  in  to  day 
with  artillery  and  llores,  provilion  and  camp  equipage  from  Tor- 
bay,  which  we  unloaded.  I  moved  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
forward,  leaving  a  poll  to  guard  the  pafs  of  Kitty  Fifty,  on  the 
other  fide.  Lad  night  the  enemy’s  fleet  got  out  of  the  harbour. 
1  Ins  night  we  lay  on  our  arms. 

J  lie  1 7H1,  a  mortar  battery  was  compleated,  and  a  battery  be¬ 
gun  for  Jour  24-pounders,  and  two  12-poundcrs,  abeut  500  yards 


/ 
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_  ^  wa.s  *n  Germany  that  the  greateft  efforts  were  made, 
itven  atter  the  negotiations  had  been  confiderably  advanced, 
the  military  operations  were  in  that  country  no  way  flack- 


ened. 


from  the  fort,  made  the  road  from  the  landing  for  the  artillery, 
ana  at  night  opened  the  mortar  battery,  with  one  eight  inch  mor- 
tar,  and  feven  cohorns,  and  fix  royals.  The  enemy  fired  prettv 
bnflily  from  the  fort,  and  threw  foinelliells. 

The  18th,  in  the  morning,  I  received  a  letter  from  Count  de 
Ha.q.nvtl.e,  of  winch  1  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your 
Lorain  ip  a  copy,  as  alfo  of  my  anfwer ;  with  copies  of  other  let¬ 
ters  that  palled,  and  of  the  capitulation. 

As  Lord  Colville,  at  this  time,  was  feme  diflanee  off  the  coaft, 
and  the  wind  not  permitting  his  Lordlhip  to  Hand  in,  to  honour 
ine  with  his  concurrence  in  the  terms  lobe  given  to  the  crarrifon, 

1  thougnt  no  time  fhould  be  loft  in  fo  advanced  a  feafon,  and 
therefore^took  upon  me  to  determine  it,  hoping  to  meet  with  his 
Lordinips  approbation;  and  he  has  given  me  the  greatefl  plea* 
fure,  by  entirely  approving  of  everything  I  have  done. 

I  muff  beg  leave  to  fay,  my  Lord,  that  every  afTiftance  we 
could  poffibly  defire  from  the  fleet,  has  been  given  us.  Lord 
°'c,Jl  8  llP011  the  ftort  notice  }ie  had  ot  our  joining  him,  having 
laboured  to  get  together  all  the  fhallops  he  could,  and  with  which 
we  were  fo  amply  fupplied,  was  a  meafure  of  eflential  fervi'ce: 
and  without  which  our  operations  mult  have  been  confiderably 
retarded.  J 

1  he  indefatigable  labour  and  perfevering  ardour  of  the  troops 

2  have  tiic,  honour  to  command,  fo  neceflary  towards  compleatino' 
the  conqueft,  before  the  bad  feafon  fet  in,  did  indeed  exceed 
what  I  could  have  expefted.  Lieut.  Col.  Tul/ikin  feconded  me 
in  every  thing  as  I  could  with. 


Capt.  My  Donnell ,  of  Col.  Frazers  regiment,  having  Sir  Jeffery 
Ambgrfis  leave  to  go  to  England,  was  to  have  delivered  this  tq 
your  Loidfhip ;  but  his  leg  is  broken  by  the  wound  lie  received, 
which  keeps  him  here:  may  I  humbly  prefume,  my  Lord* 
to  recommend  this  gentleman  to  your  Lordfhips  protection,  as  a 
real,  brave  and  good  officer. 

Lord  Colville  intends  fending  his  Majefly’s  fhip  Syren  immedi  ¬ 
ately  to  England :  I  fend  Capt.  Campbell ,  of  the  ?.zd  regiment, 
.vith  thele  difpatches,  who  will  inform  your  Lordfliip  of  any  par-^ 
iipuLirs  you  may  deflre  to  know. 

1  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  rranfmit  to  ypur  Lordlhip  fuch  returm 


r'  r 


\ 
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*  *  *  J  A  *■  f  ^  v  r 

ened.  The  body  under  the  marfhal  tFEftrecs  and  Soubife, 
being  {Heightened,  in  the  manner  we  have  icon,  by  the  in¬ 
comparable  judgment  of  prince  Ferdinand's  me^futes,  had 

beca 


as  I  can  poflibly  get  in  time,  to  fliew  the  true  hate  of  the  French 
troops  and  garrifon  here, 

I  amt  with  the  mofl  profound  refpeft,  my  Lord, 


Tour  Lordfhip's  moft  humble ,  and  mofl  obedient  Servant, 

» 

WILLIAM  AMHERST 

Capt.  Campbell  has  brought  with  him  the  French  colours  which 
were  hoifled  on  the  fort  of  St.  Johns , 

Lord  Colville's  Letter  to  Mr,  Clive  Jana,  dated ,  St,  John s,  New¬ 
foundland,  September  20,  1762, 

SIR, 

T  Had  the  honour  of  fending  you  an  account  of  my  proceedings 

until  the  18th  of  Augufl ,  by  a  veffei  which  failed  from  Placen¬ 
tia  for  England  at  that  time  ;  and  on  the  2 2d  I  failed  with  his 
majelly  S  fllips  the  Northumberland ,  Antelope ,  Gofport  and  Syren , 
and  the  King  George ,  belonging  to  the  province  of  Maffachufetfs 
Bay.  On  the  25th,  we  chafed  a  fehooner  off  St.  Johns  and  took 
her  clofe  to  the  harbour’s  mouth.  She  had  been  an  En  fifh  priva¬ 
teer,  taken  by  the  enemy,  had  eight  carriage  guns  mounted,  and 
was  manned  with  thirty  Frenchmen ,  commanded  by  an  enfign  dc 
VaiJJeau. 

The  enemy  had  fent  away  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
John's,  men,  women,  and  children,  by  giving  them  veffels  and 
provifions  to  carry  them  where  t  hey  pleafed  ;  two  of  thefe,  a  Hoop 
and  a  fehooner,  we  met  with  on  the  coaft,  and  took  twenty -three 
lrifhmen  that  were  fmgle  men  out  of  them,  to  replace  in  part  the 
marines  of  the  fquadron  that  were  left  in  garrifon  at  Placentia  and 
the  iHe  of  Boys,  Thefe  lrifhmen  faid,  that  if  I  would  go  into 
the  bay  of  Bulls ,  numbers  of  their  countrymen  would  refort  tome 
and  enter  on  board  the  fquadron  ;  but  during  two  days  which 
I  ffayed  in  that  bay,  not  a  man  joined  me.  The  few  inhabitants 
that  remained  there,  quietly  followed  their  bulinefs  of  hilling, 
and  ’tis  poliible  the  enemy  prevented  any  others  at  St.  John's 
from  coming. 

Garland  and  Mr,  Davis ,  two  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
i  -  Harbour 
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been  obliged  to  call  that  under  the  prince  of  Conde  from 
the  Lower  Rhine  to  their  attjftaqce.  In  order  to  complete 
their  jun&ion  with  this  corps?  the  grand  army  uncovered 

Caffei, 


Harbour  Grace  and  Carbonera 9  jn  Conception  Bay  having  acquaint¬ 
ed  me  that  a  number  of  men  in  their  neighbourhood  were  willing 
to  ferve  in  the  fquadron  during  the  prefent  exigency,  I  fent  the 
armed  fchooner  for  then),  and  the  returned  with  fifty  men,  which 
l  have  diftributed  among  the  fhips.  And  the  fame  gentlemen  re- 
prefenting,  that  the  enemy  fomejdmes  fends  fmall  parties  by  land 
to  Portugal  Cove,  which  have  threatened  to  moled  them  in  fhal- 
lops  from  that  place,  deltred,  in  behalf  ofthemfelves  and  all  their 
neighbours,  that  the  fchooner  might  be  dationed  in  Conception  Bay . 
for  their  protection  and  defence,  which  request  I  complied  with* 

The  ihand  of  Carbonera,  in  Conception  Bay,  has  had  no  other 
garrifon  for  many  years  but  a  few  old  men  of  the  artillery,  to 
take  care  of  the  guns  and  ordnance  dores.  Had  fqmeof  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  adjacent  coad  taken  poll  herp,  they  might  eafily 
have  defended  it  againft  any  force,  except  one  narrow  landing 
place, and  no  fafe  road  in  the  neighbourhood  for  great  fhips ;  but 
the  enemy  landed  in  boats,  and  dedroyed  the  whole  without  ri¬ 
ddance.  And  the  ifle  of  Boys,  near  Ferryland,  would  probably 
have  lhared  the  fame  fate,  had  it  not  been  pofTeffed  in  due  tijnp 
by  the  Syren's  marines. 

In  frequently  patting  the  harbours  mouth  of  St.  Johns,  we 
could  plainly  fee  that  the  fort,  which  fronts  the  entrance,  was 
fort  ifyed  all  round  the  new  works  ;  and  that  a  redoubt,  or  fome- 
thing  like  one,  was  raifed  at  the  little  harbour  of  Kitty  Vitty . 
The  old  battery  at  the  South-tide  of  the  harbour’s  mouth  was  re^ 
paired  with  additional  works,  and  a  new  one  erected  on  the  fame 
tide  nearer  the  entrance.  All  thefe  were  to  be  feen  from  the  fea  ; 
and  I  could  not  learn  that  the  enemy  intended  any  thing  more 
than  the  tinilhing  thefe  works. 

Oh  the  8th  of  September  I  received  by  a  doop  exprefs  from 
Halijax ,  letters  from  Sir  Jfffery  Amber  ft  at  Ne*w  7orkf  acquaint¬ 
ing  me,  that  he  had  come  to  a  refolution  to  fend  a  body  of  troops, 
in  order  to  dillodge  the  enemy  as  foon  as  pottible  from  St.  Johns  ; 
and  that  Lieut,  Col.  Amherjl  was  to  command  thefe  troops-  The 
fame  conveyance  brought  me  letters  from  Col.  Amherjl,  acquaint¬ 
ing  me  with  his  arrival  at  Halifax  on  the  26th  of  Augujl ,  his 
departure  from  thence  on  the  drdof  September ,  and  with  his  in¬ 
tention  to  call  at  Louisbourg  for  the  troops  there,  and  then  proceed 
round  Cape  Race,  to  join  me  on  this  coaft.  Upon  receipt  of  thefe 
letters,  1  fent  the  doop  which  brought  them  to  look  out  for  Col. 
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Caffel,  quitted  the  banks  of  the  Fulda,  and  tell  back  to  a 
tc«nfiderable  diftance.  The  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick, 
who  had  attended  this  corps  all  along,  thought  at  length  a 

fair 


•Amherjl  and  the  tranfports  off  Cape  Race  ;  and  in  order  to.  join 
them  the  fooner,  to  concert  meafures  for  the  enfuing  operations, 
before  the  enemy  could  have  notice  of  their  arrival,  I  dropped 
down  with  the  fquadron  to  Cape  Broje ,  but  Mr.  Gilt,  of  St. 
Johns  who  had  been  fent  out  of  the  town  in  a  cartel  fchooner 
two  days  before,  fending  off  advice  from  Ferryland ,  that  he  was 
fare  the  enemy  intended  to  fail  in  a  very  little  time,  I  returned 
with  the  fquadron  to  our  ftation  off  St.  Johns . 

On  the  1 1 th  we  were  joined  by  Col.  Amherjl ,  with  the  troops 
in  ten  tranfport  veffels  ;  and  1  propofed  Torbay  as  the  properelt 
place  to  land  at :  It  is  to  the  northward  of  St.  John's,  about  feven 
miles  by  land,  and  the  roads  pretty  good,  but  the  bay  is  not  reck¬ 
oned  fafe  anchorage,  being  open  to  theeafterly  winds,  which  ufu- 
ally  begin  to  prevail  at  this  feafon  By  one  of  the  tranfports  from 
New  York,  I  received  a  duplicate,  the  original  not  yet  come  to 
hand,  of  their  Lordlhip's  order  of  th e  7th  of  June,  directing  me 
to  repair  myfelf,  or  fend  a  fuffeient  force  to  enable  Capt.  Graves 
of  the  Antelope ,  to  defeat  the  deligns  of  the  fquadron  commanded 
by  M.  de  Ter  nay. 

Oft  the  12th  we  proceeded  to  Torbay.  I  fent  capt.  Douglas  in 
the  Syren  to  anchor  with  the  tranfports,  accompanied  by  the  boats 
of  the  fquadron,  and  a  number  of  lhallops,  or  ii  thing  boats,  which 
I  had  collected  from  different  parts  for  the  king’s  fervice  With 
the  reft  of  the  (hips  I  returned  to  my  ftation  clofe  to  St.  Johns 
harbour.  Next  morning  Col.  Amber fl  landed  with  the  troops  in 
the  head  of  the  bay,  having  only  four  men  wounded  from  a  dif- 
tant  bulb-firing  of  the  enemy.  He  marched  di redly  to  Kitty  Kitty, 
and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  important  poft  in  the  evening, 
without  having  a  man  killed,  and  only  two  or  three  wounded. 
Every  thing  belonging  to  the  army  was  carried  from  Torbay  to 
Kitty  Kitty  in  lhallops,  efcorted  by  boats  from  the  fquadron.  And 
this  fervice  was  conduded  with  diligence  and  care,  by  Mr.  Dug- 
dale,  my  firft  Lieutennant,  Capt.  Douglas  having  joined  the 
fquadron  again.  The  enemy's  fleet  was  to  have  failed  the  morn¬ 
ing  1  palled  the  harbour  with  the  tranfports ;  and  300  men  only 
weretobeleft  in  St.  John's  for  the  winter  ;  but,  upon  feein<*  us, 
they  landed  their  grenadiers  again. 

The  15th  it  blew  lhong  from  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  with  thick  rainy 
weather.  In  the  evening  the  wind  Ihifted  to  the  weftward,  light 
breeges,  and  thick  fog.  At  lix  next  morning,  it  being  calm,  with 

a  great 
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fair  opportunity  had  occurred  of  linking  a  decifive 
Aug.  3°*  blow  againft  it;  With  this  aid  he  attacked,  with 
his  ufual  vivacity j  that  part  of  the  French  army, 

which 


&  great  fwell>  we  faw from  the  mail-head,  but  could  bring  theiji 
down  no  lower  than  half  way  the  topmaft  fhrouds,  four  fail,  bear¬ 
ing  S.  S.  F.  diflant  feVen  leagues ;  the  mouth  of  St.  John* s  har¬ 
bour  at  the  fame  time  bore  W;  four  leagues.  We  loll  light  of 
fiiem  about  feven,  though  very  clear  ;  and  fome  time  after,  a 
fmail  breeze  fpringing  up  in  theS.  W.  quarter,  I  flood  in  towards 
‘Torbay,  in  order  to  cover  the  lhallops  that  might  -by  going  from 
thence  to  Kitty  Vi  tty. 

In  the  afternoon  I  received  a  note  from  Col.  Fmherfi,, acquaint¬ 
ing  me  that  the  French  fleet  got  out  la  A  night.  Thus,  after  being 
blocked  up  in  St.  y^w’sdiarbour  for  three  weeks  by  afquadron  of 
equal  number,  but  fmaller  fhips,  with  fewer  guns  and  men,  did 
M.  T emay  make  his  efcape  in  the  night  by  a  fhameful  flight.  I 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  not  a  man  in  the  fquadron  imagined 
the  four  fail,  when  we  faw  them,  where  the  enemy  ;  and  the  pi¬ 
lots  were  of  opinion,  that  they  mull  have  had  the  wind  much 
flroftger  than  with  us,  to  overcome  the  weflerly  fwell  in  the  har¬ 
bours  mouth.  I  lent  the  King  George  round  Cape  Face,  as  far 
zs  TrepaJJy 3  to  bring  me  intelligence  if  the  enemy  fliould  fleer  to¬ 
wards  Placentia  ;  and  I  di redded  Capt.  Douglas  of  the  Syren  to 
get  the  tranfports  moved  from  Torbay  as  a  very  cunfafe  road  to 
thelbay  of  Bulls. 

A  bomb  battery  was  opened  againfl  the  fort,  in  the  night  of  the 
17th,  and  next  day  it  capitulated,  before  any  other  battery  began 
to  play. 

The  fquadron  got  into  the  harbour  yeflerday  morning;  and  in 
the  evening  T  received  their  Lotdlhips  order  of  the  3d  of  Buguft, 
fent  me  by  capt.  Pallifer  of  the  Shrewsbury*  who,  with  the 
ferbe ,  Bedford ,  and  Minerva ,  had  juft  arrived  on  the  coaft.  I 
have  diredlad  capt.  Pallifer,  with  the  other  fhips,  to  come  into 
the  harbour,  as  foon  as  a  convenient  opportunity  offers  for  fd 
doing. 

We  have  about  eight  hundred  prifoners,  grenadiers,  picquets. 
and  fome  marines,  being  a  very  fine  body  of  men,  and  nearly 
equal  in  number  to  the  regulars  of  our  army.  I  am  now  preparing 
tranfports  to  carry  them  to  Brefi. 

The  enemy  did  not  intend  to  leave  fo  great  a  part  of  their  force 
here  ;  their  grenadiers  were  ready  for  embarking,  but  M.  deTer - 
nay  feemed  determined  at  all  events  to  grafp  an  opportunity, 
which,  if  once  loft,  might  never  be  regained  ;  therefore,  in  the 

utmoft 


I 
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which  was  pofted  at  a  place  called  the  heights  of  Johan* 
nifberg,  near  the  banks  of  the  Wetter.  At  hrfthis  fuccefs 
was  anlwerable  to  his  own  expectations,  and  the  courage 

r 

or 


utmoft  confufion,  he  left  behind  his  grenadiers,  anchors,,  and 
turned  his  boats  adrift  when  they  had  towed  hint  out.  The  fog 
was  fo  thick  that  Lieut.  Col.  Tullikin,  who  was  polled  on  an 
eminence  in  the  narrowed  part  of  the  harbour  s  mouth,  could  hear 
their  noife,  but  could  not  difcern  gny  of  their  fhips.  1  he  fog 
even  altered  the  direction  of  the  found,  which  feemed  to  come 
from  another  part  of  the  liarbour,  wliilft  they  mult  have  been  di¬ 
rectly  under  him. 

There  is  a  coiiliderable  quantity  of  provifions  and  other  goods 
at  this  place,  collected  and  tumbled  promifcuoufly  into  different 
itorehoufes  by  the  enemy.  Many  of  the  Irilli  fervailts  have  alfo 
been  robbing  and  plundering  their  matters.  To  afeertain  proper¬ 
ty,  in  order  to  make  reditution  as  tar  as  can  be,  and  to  redore  re¬ 
gularity  to  a  country,  fo  long  diitraCted  by  being  iii  the  enemy’s 
poffefTion,  will  be  the  particular  care  of  governor  Graves,  who, 
in  my  opinion,  is  well  qualified  for  fuch  an  office ;  and  as  he  will 
day  here,  lie  will  be  able,  in  a  great  nieafiire,  to  redore  the  adairs 
of  this  country. 

Capt.  Douglas  of  the  Syren  has  behaved  with  fpirit  and  activity, 
and  exerted  every  talent  of  a  good  officer  during  this  expedition  ; 
aifd  (without  adding  anymore  officers  to  the  corps)  I  am  happy 
in  the  opportunity  of  fending  him  to  wait  on  their  lordfhips. 

fhe  following  Letters  having  fomething  in  them  very  particular  twe 
jhall  fubjoin  them  keret  having  our  Readers  to  make  fuch  objerva- 
tions  as  may  occur ; 

S  1  R>  : 

*  J  Now  being  under  fome  dotlbt  of  St.  John's  and  Placehtia  in 
Newfoundland  tills  fummer,  as  the  fquadron  from  Brefl  is  fail¬ 
ed,  1  read  in  the  news-papers  whither  can  they  go  but  to  New¬ 
foundland,  and  as  a  loyal  fubjcCl  to  his  majedy,  and  a  great  friend 
to  trade,  in  which  I  have  differed  much  by  being  too  enterprizing ; 
1  do  therefore  mod  humbly  offer  my  thoughts  for  the  good  of  my 
king  and  country  ;  that  is,  I  really  think  from  my  heart  that  faid 
Brefl  fquadron  is  gone  to  Newfoundland ,  many  of  our  Ntw found- 
land  fhips  being  taken  the  lad  year.  The  common  enemy  mud 
know  the  flender  force  of  our  Neifouml! and  convoy  m  thofe  paits  ; 
and,  was  a  finall  fquadron  of  his  majedy’s  lhips  fo  go  foon  to 
Newfoundland,  and  -return  again  after  examining  into  the  fafety 

N  a 
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of  his  troops.  He  drove  the  enemy  intirelv  from  the  high' 
grounds  into  the  plain  ;  butwhilft  hepurfuedhis  advantage, 
the  body  he  attacked  was  reinforced  by  the  main  army. 
The  a&ion  which  began  fo  favourable  for  the  allies,  ended 
in  a-  defeat.  I  hey  loft  above  three  thoufand  men  in  killed  * 
wounded,  and  prisoners*  The  hereditary  prince,  who  had, 
through  the  whole  action,  made  the  moft  powerful  efforts, 
and  expofed  himfelf  to  the  greatefl  dangers,  received  a 
wound  from  a  mufket-ball  in  his  hip-bone,  from  which  his 
life  was  a  long  time  doubtful,  and  his  recovery  lingering 
and  tedrous.  Whilft  his  life  continued  in  danger,  the  con¬ 
cern  was  unufual,  and  common  to  both  armies  ;  both  taking 
an  interefl:  in  the  prefervation  of  a  prince,  as  much  endear¬ 
ed  by  his  humanity,  as  admired  for  his  valour  and  military 
genuis. 

A  viflory  of  the  greatefl:  importance  could  not  have  more 
fully  difplayed  the  fuperiority  of  prince  Ferdinand’s  capaci¬ 
ty,  in  the  condudf  of  a  war,  than  his  meafures  after  this  de¬ 
feat*  The  French  were  not  fuffered  to  derive  the  fmallefb 

advan- 

of  that  valuable  ifland  and  trade,  may  likely  five  many  of  his 
tnajefty’s  flibje&s  from  ruin,  and  prevent  the  common  enemy  a 
footing  in  the  Newfoundland  fhhery. 

*  You  will  pleafe  to  communicate  thefe  my  thoughts  to  tkeir 
lordlhip3,  which,  I  humbly  think  with  fubmiflion,  is  worthy  at’ 
this  time  of  their  oonfideration. 

*  I  have  by  long  experience,  fome  judgment  in  fea  affairs ;  as 
^fo  a  willingnefs  to  ferve  my  king  and  country,  thefe  will  plead- 
an  exeufe  in  my  behalf  to  their  lbdhips  for  this  trouble. 

%o  John  Cleveland,^ Efq;  f  & c* 

AflfvMr* 

Adrxiralty-Ojf,ce  y  June  lltk,  l  jSl* 


S  1  R, 

t  Have  received  and  com  immicated  to  my  lords  commiflioners 
1  of  the  admiralty  your  letter  of  the  8th  inftant,  with  refpefi 
o  the  apprehenfion  y  *u  are  under,  that' the  Breji  fleet  is  gone  fo, 
Newfoundland' 

lour  very  bumble  fervant , 

T,  CLEVELAND, 
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advantage  from  their  vi&ory  ;  nor  did  the  allies  loie  a  foot 
of  ground.  The  communication  with  Caffel  was  ftill  at  the 
mercy  of  the  allies..  The  b  rcnch,  in  their  retreat,  had 
thrown  a  garrifon  of  ten  thoufand  men  in  that  place  ;  and 
the  prince  made  immediate  and  vigorous  preparations  tc? 
•befiege  it. 

When  the  prince  had  adjufted  his  army  to  cover  the 
fiege  the  French  took  advantage  of  his  movement  for  that 
.purpofe,  to  repafs  the  Lahan  near  Gieffen,  and  advanced 
towards  Marpurg.  But  as  they  advanced,  the  prince  drew 
hi-s  army  from  the  fiegc,  and  made  fuch  difpofitions  as  ena¬ 
bled  him  to  fall  at  once  upon  their  flank  and  rear, 
drove  them  from  all  their  poffs,  and  obliged  them  Sept.  26. 
once  more  to  fly  with  precipitation  behind  the 
Lahne. 

After  this  fuccefsful  affair,  the  body  of  the  army  refumed 
their  preparations  for  the  liege  of  Cartel,  which  was  now  be¬ 
come  the  grand  obfedl  of  the  campaign ;  and  the  great  pur- 
pofe  of  the  endeavours  of  both  armies  was,  of  the  one  to 
open  the  com  mum  cation  with  CaiTel,  of  the  other  to  cut 
it  off. 

A  number  of  fkkmifecs  happened  in  thefc  movements* 
The  moft  remarkable  among  them  was  the  af¬ 
fair  of  Bucker  Mu'hl,  not  fo  much  for  the  confe-  Sept.  30. 
quences,  which  were  not  extraordinary,  but  for 
the  uncommon  ftcadinefs  of  the  two  parties  engaged.  It 
was  a  poll  of  fomc  moment,  the  forcing  of  which  would  fa¬ 
cilitate  to  the  French  the  reduction  of  Amoncbourg,  a 
fmall  fortrefs,  but  of  importance,  as  it  commanded  a  pafs 
which  led  into  the  country  which  they  propofed  to  enter. 
This  poll  was  nothing  more  than  a  bridge  over  the  Ohmc* 
defended  by  a  flight  redoubt  on  one  fide,  and  by  a  mill  oil 
the  other.  The  allies  had  no  cover,  except  the  redoubt  ; 
nor  the  French,  except  the  mill.  The  engagement  began 
at  firft  between  two  fmall  bodies,  and  an  artillery  proporti- 
onably  fmall ;  but  as  the  adlion  warmed,  the  artillery  was 
gradually  augmented,  until  it  amounted  to  about  five  and 
twenty  heavy  cannon  on  each  fide.  The  allies  had  originally 
but  one  hundred  men  in  this  port  ;  but  before  the  bufmefs 
ended,  feventeen  complete  battalions  were  engaged,  who 
fuccelTively  relieved  each  other,  after  each  detachment  had 
made  fixty  difeharges.  The  artillery  fired  at  a  diftance  of 
three  hundred  paces,  and  the  mufquetry  at  thirty,  Bcfides, 
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the  allied  troops,  as  they  palled  to  and  from  the  redoubt, 
were,  for  a  length  of  four  hundred  paces,  expofed  to  all  the 
enemy’s  cannon  loaded  with  grape  fhot. 

The  fituation  of  the  French  was  nearly  the  fame.  A 
dreadful  fire  was  fupported  between  thefe  refolute  bodies, 
without  a  moments  intermiflion,  or  the  lead:  ilackening  on 
onefide  or  the  other,  for  near  fifteen  hours,  from  the  dawn 
of  day  to  dark  night.  Neither  fide  gave  way;  and  this  moll 
bloody  conteft  for  a  moil  trifling  objedl  in  the  end  left  the 
allies  in  the  pofTeflion  of  their  redoubt,  and  the  French  of 
their  mill.  The  whole  compafs  of  military  hiflory  furnifhes 
no  inflance  of  fo  obftinate  a  difpute.  The  allies  loll  fix  hun¬ 
dred  men  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  the  dead  bodies  ferved  to  raife  a  parapet  for  the  re¬ 
doubt,  in  the  place  of  that  which  had  been  beat  to  pieces 
by  the  cannonade. 

The  French  are  thought  to  have  fuffered  more  in  this 
adiion  than  the  allies.  However,  though  they  did  not  fuc- 
cced  in  their  attack  upon  the  bridge,  they  battered  at  the 
fame  time  the  callleof  Amonebourg  with  fo  much  fury,  that 
in  a  fhort  time  they  eflfe&ed  a  breach,  and  obliged  the  gar- 
rifon  to  furrender.  By  this  advantage  they  gained  a  good 
deal  of  ground,  and  even  got  on  the  rear  of  the  allied  army. 
But  with  this  advantage,  confiderable  as  it  was,  they  were 
able  to  do  nothing  decifive  :  they  were  able  neither  to  raife, 
nor  materially  to  dillurb  the  liege  of  Calfel,  which  went  on 
without  interruption;  nor  where  they  ableto  throw  the  leaft 
relief  into  this  place,  where  their  garrjfon  already  began  to 
fuller  for  want  of  provifions. 

.  This  capital  of  an  unfortunate  principality,  which  has  fo 
often  been  taken  and  retaken  during  the  courfeof  this  war, 
difpairing  of  relief,  at  length  furrendered  to  the 
Nov.  1.  victorious  arms  of  the  allies,  after  a  fiege  of  fif¬ 
teen  days  open  trenches.  The  garrifon  made  an 
honourable  capitulation.  And  now  prince  Ferdinand  might 
confider  himfelf  as  mailer  of  Helle,  no  place  of  {Irengthdu 
that  country  remaining  in  the  enemy’s  hands,  except  Zie- 
genhayn.  Advanced  as  the  feafon  was,  the  prince  prepared 
to  lay  fiege  to  that  fortrefs ;  and  as  he  was  now  able  to  draw 
down  his  whole  army  into  that  quarter,  there  was  no  quef- 
t\on  but  he  would  have  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  place 

without 
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without  any  difficulty.  But  the  figningof  the  Pre' 
liminaries  of  peace,  at  this  time  notified  in  the  Mov.  15. 
two  armies,  put  an  happy  conclufion  to  all  milita- 
ry  operations. 

Thefe  preliminaries  had  very  little  to  do  towards  com¬ 
pleting;  the  relief  of  our  allies  ;  except  that  they  fet  the  feal 
on  their  good  fortune,  and  prevented  their  being  expoled 
any  longer  to  the  chances  of  war.  This  campaign,  thoug 
it  was  not  diftinguifhed  by  any  great  decifive  victory,  was 
not  the  lefs  honourable  to  the  commander  or  the  troops.  A 
connected  feries  of  judicious  and  fpirited  operations  produced 
all  the  effedls  which  could  be  propofed  from  a  .angle  an 
brilliant  ftroke.  At  this  period,  the  French,  after  having 
for  fix  years  exerted  almoft  the  whole  undivided  nrength  of 
their  monarchy  upon  this  fingle  objeT,  were,  in  the  cn  * 
very  little  more  advanced  than  they  were  the  day  they  tint 
fet  "their  foot  in  Germany.  The  polTciTion  ot  three  or  four 
poor  unimportant  places  was  all  they  had  purchaled  by  mat 
ny  millions  of  treafure  expended,  and  poflibly  near  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  lives  thrown  away.  .  # 

The  whole  body  of  the  allies  acquired  great  and  jult  glo¬ 
ry  in  this  war  ;  but  the  Englifhhad  all  along  the  poll  of  ho¬ 
nour,  and  obtained  the  higheft  reputation.  As  to  their  com¬ 
mander  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  having  begun  his  operati¬ 
ons  almoft  without  an  army,  having  continued  the  war  with 
an  army  always  inferior  in  numbers,  having  experienced 
every  variety  of  fortune,  his  capacity  and  his  hrmnefs  carri¬ 
ed  him  with  credit  through  all ;  and  enabled  him  to  con¬ 
clude  the  war  with  a  triumphant  fuperiority.  He  may  now 
enjoy  in  the  honourable  repole  which  his  exploits  have 
purchafed  for  himfelf  and  his  country,  the  beft  of  rewards* 
the  confcioufnefs  of  public  fcrvice.  Eofterity  will  confide** 

him  as  the  deliverer  of  Germany. 

The  Englifh  troops,  after  fo  many  fatigues  and  dangers* 
at  length  enjoyed  the  profpedi  of  a  fpeedy  return  to  their 
country  ;  but  a  general  damp  was  call  fuddenly  on  their 
joy  by  the  illnefs  of  lord  Granby  ;  who  was  attacked  by  a 
very  dangerous  and  long  continued  fever,  (a)  It  is  inipofli~ 

1  1  1  mi  ,  ' 

(aj  The  Marquis  of  Granby’s  Letter  oj  Thanks  to  the  Britifh  Forces 

in  Germany,  dated  Munfter,  Jan,  i,  1763* 

«  T  ORD  Granby  hoped  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  have 

^  feen  and  taken  his  leave  «>f  the  troops,  before  their  embar¬ 
kation 
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blc  to  exprefs  the  concern  of  the  whole  army  during  this 
anxious  interval,  or  the  joy  which  enlivened  every  bread 
•on  his  recovery.  No  commander  had  ever  been  more  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  an  enterprifmg  and  generous  courage  ;  and 
none  half  fo  much  for  an  unlimifted  benevolence.  The  fick 
and  wounded  foldier,  the  officer  whofe  income  was  unequal 
to  hkv  rank  or  his  neceffities,  in  him  found  a  never  failing 
and  never  hurthe.nfome  refource.  Whatever  could  be  done 
to  animate  the  foldiery,  to  make  them  chearful  in  the  fer- 
vice,  to  alleviate  the  hardfhips  of  war,  was  exerted  beyond 
what  could  be  thought  poffible  in  the  limits  of  a  private  for¬ 
tune  ;  and  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  giver  went  always  be¬ 
yond  the  a&ual  benefit,  becaufe  in  his  greateft  liberality, 
it  was  evident  that  he  wifhed  to  do  a  thoufand  times  more. 
By  his  whole  condudl  he  infpired  foreigners  with  a  favoura¬ 
ble  idea  of  the  Englifh  nobility..  His  character  is,  indeed, 
luch  as  we  are  apt,  in  romantic  ideas,  fondly  to  conceive  of 
our  old  English  barons.  It  is  with  pleafure  we  attempt, 

however 


kationfor  England  ;  but  a  fevere  illneft  having  detained  him  at 
Warburg,  and  his  prefent  date  of  health  obliging  him  to  take  an¬ 
other  route,  lie  could  not  leave  this  country  without  this  public 
teftimony  of  his  entire  approbation  of  their  condubl  fince  he  has 
had  the  honour  of  commanding-  them 

Thefe  fentimeuts  naturally  call  for  his  utmoft  acknowled^- 
meats  ;*  he  therefore  returns  his  warmell  thanks  to  the  generals, 
officers,  and  private  men,  compofing  the  whole  Kjitifh  corps,  for 
the  bravery,  zeal,  discipline,  and  good-condutt  he  has  con  flan  tly 
experienced  from  every  individual  ;  and  his  mod  particular  and 
perfona!  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  ready  obedience,  upon 
all  occasions  to  fuch  orders  as  his  flatten  obliged  him  to  give. 

“  His  bed  endeavours  have  always  been  dire  died  to  their  good* 
by  every  means  in  his  power  ;  and  he  has  thefatisfadlion  to  think 
he  has  fome  reafou  to  flatter  himfelf  of  their  being  convinced,  if 
not  of  the  efficacy*  at  lead  of  the  flneerity  of  his  intentions,  if  he 
may  judge  by  the  noble  return  their  behaviour  has  made  him ;  a 
behaviour,  that  while  it  Alls  him  with  gratitude,  has  endeared 
them  to  their  king  and  country,  and  has  covered  them  with  glory 
and  honour. 

“  Highly  fenfiblc  of  their  merit,  he  fhnli  continue,  while  he  lives, 
to  look  upon  it  as  much  his  duty,  as  it  will  for  ever  be  his  inclina* 
tions.  to  give  them  every’  poffible  proof  of  his  affe&ion  and  efleem ; 
which  he  fhould  be  happy  to  make  as  apparent  as  their  valour  has 
been,  and  will  be  conspicuous  examplary  to  after-ages.” 
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however  feebly,  to  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  thofe  men* 
flying  or  dead,  who,  in  this  memorable  war,  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  raife  this  country  to  a  pitch  of  glory,  in  which  it 
has  not  been  exceeded  by  any  other  in  antient  or  modern* 
times.  Future  hillory  will  pay  them  a  reward  more  ade¬ 
quate  to  their  merits. 

CSA  V.  X. 

Siege  and  fumndcr  of  Schweidnitz.  liar  transfrred  to 
Saxony .  Aujlrians  defeated'  at  Frey  berg.  Prujfians  ra¬ 

vage  the  Empire.  Preliminaries  oj  peace  between  Grca t 
Britain  ahd  France.  DifputtS'  concerning  them.  Mr.  Fox 
'  comes  into  adminijlration.  Preliminaries  approved  by  par¬ 
liament.  Peace  of  Hubertjbourg  between  Aujlria  and 
Prujfia %  Gondufton * 

TTT  H  I  L  S  T  the  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  were 
\^r  making  f©  considerable  a  progrefs  towards  peace* 
tlibfe  of  Vienna* and  Berlin  feemed  to  remit  nothing  ot  their 
antient  animofity.  The  king  of  Pruflia,.  deprived  «f  the  af~' 
fiilance,  but  at  the  fame  time  freed  from  the  hoflilities  ob 
the  Ruffians  directed  his  whole  force  and  attention  towards 
the  fingle  object  of  driving  the  Auftrians  out  of  Silefia. 

Prince  Henry,  who  commanded  in  Saxony,  contented 
himfelf  with  adling  upon  the  defenfivc.  The  king  in  per- 
fon  carried  on  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  almoft  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  marfhal  Daun,  who  fcarce  made  any  attempts  to  re¬ 
lieve  it.  But  whatever  deficiency  there  might  have  beer* 
i’n  the  fpirit  of  the  grand  army  of  the  Auffriaris,  it  was  am¬ 
ply  compenfated  by  the  obftinatc  bravery  of  the  garrifon* 
which  refilled  all  the  attacks  of  the  PrufHans  for  near  two 
months  from  the  opening  of  the  trenches.  It  is  faid  that 
the  attack  was  conducted,  and  the  defence  made,  by  two  en¬ 
gineers,  who  had  written  on  the  fubjcdl  of  the  attack  and 
defence  of  places  ;  and  they  were  now  pradlically  engaged  ttf 
prove  the  fuperiority  of  their  feveral  fyftems. 

However  this  may  be,  Schweidnitfc  cod  the  king  of  Pruf-* 
fla  a  great  deal  of  time,  many  laborious  efforts,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men.  The  brave  garrifon,  to  the  number 
©f  eight  thoufand  men,  were  at  length  obliged  to  Odl.  9* 
furrender  prifoners  of  war.  Their  ill  fortune  pur¬ 
sued  them  every  where.  A  great  part  of  this  body  of  gal^ 

lant 
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1  P  ^  IS3TS  were  drowned  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oder,  on 
their  p adage  to  their  intended  confinement  at  Konigfbero- : 
only  nine  men  of  the  whole  number  efcaped.  ° 

1  he  king  ol  Pruffia  now  hiafter  of  Schweidnitz,  and 
confequcntly  of  Silefia,  turned  his  attention  to  Saxony,- 
where  he  confiderably  reinforced  his  brother’s  army  and 
made  preparations  which  indicated  a  defign  of  laying:  fiege 
to  Dfefden.  ,  J  6  6 

In  Saxony  alfo  the  Auflrians  began  to  exert  themfelves 
with  great  fpirit ;  and  made  forne  progrefs  under  the  gene¬ 
rals  Stolberg,  and  Haddick.  I  hey  obtained  confiderable 
advantages,  m  fcveral  encounters,  over  the  army  of  prince 
Henry ;  and  even  pufhcd  them  back  to  Freyberg  ;  the  pof- 
feiTion  of  which  place  they  prepared  to  difpute  with  the 
Pruffiansy 

But  here  fortune,  which  has  feldom  proved  long:  conflant 
to  their  arms,  entirely  forfook  them.  The  united 
OH.  29.  army  of  Imperalifls  and  Auflrians  was  attacked  by 
prince  Henry,  (who  took  advantage  of  the  abfence 
of  general  Haddick,)  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freyberg,  and 
totally  routed.  Great  numbers  were  flain.  The  Pruflians 
took  near  fix  thoufand  prifoners,*  among  whom  were  about 
two  hundred  and  forty  officers  of  all  ranks,  thirty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  feveral  fiandards.  The  viHory  was  complete, 
and,  as  far  as  regarded  the  event  of  the  campaign,  decifive. 

The  Auflrians  attributed  this  defeat  to  the  treachery  of 
one  of  their  fuperior  officers,  who  was  foon  after  taken  in¬ 
to  cuflody.  But  whilft  they  were  inquiring  into  the  caufe 
*>f  their  difafter,  and  preparing  to  punifh  the  author  of  it, 
the  Pruflians  were  pufhing  the  advantages  which  their  vic¬ 
tory  afforded  them  with  all  imaginable  alacrity.  And  this 
they  were  enabled  to  do  with  the  greateft  effeH,  by  means 
of  a  partial  ceffation  of  hoftilities,  which  the  Auflrians  were 
fo  imprudent  as  to  conclude  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  for 
Silefia  and  the  eieHoral  Saxony  only,  without  forefeeing  the 
danger,  or  providing  for  the  fafety,  either  of  their  own  im¬ 
mediate  dominions,  or  of  thofe  members  of  the  Empire, 
.which  were  the  moil  attached  to  their  intereftsy  and  which 
.were  now  expofed  to  the  attempts  of  a  bold,  rapacious, 
and  exafperated  enemy. 

One  body  of  the  Pruffian  army  broke  into  Bohemia*, 
pufhcd  on  almoff  to  the  gates  of  Prague,  and  deftroyed  a 
Capital  magazine.  Another  fell  upon  the  fame  country  on 

another 
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another  quarter,  and  laid  the  town  of  Egra  almoft  in  allies, 
by  a  bombardment  and  a  cannonade  of  red  hot  bullets* 
Some  extended  themfelves  all  over  Saxony  ;  others  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  furtheft  parts  of  Franconia,  and  even  as 
far  as  Suabia,  ravaging  the  country,  exacting  the  moil  ex¬ 
orbitant  contributions,  and  fpreading  difmay  and  confu- 
fion  upon  every  fide.  The  dyet  of  the  Empire  fitting  at 
Ratifbon  did  not  think  themfelves  in  fafety ;  but  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  fly  and  preparing  to  remove  their  records. 

The  free  city  of  Nuremberg,  fo  famous  for  the  inge¬ 
nious  induflry,  and  pacific  difpofition  of  its  inhabitants, 
fuftered  the  m oft  by  this  invafion;  having  been  obliged  to 
pay  contribution  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  our  money.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  in  this 
expedition  the  Pruftians  raifed  a  fum  equal  to  the  annual 
fubfidy,  which  had  formerly  been  paid  by  Great  Britain  to 
their  fovereign.  Many  of  the  ftates  found  themfelves  ob- 
bliged  to  fign  a  neutrality,  in  order  to  fave  their  territories 
from  further  ravages. 

And  now  a  great  part  of  the  Empire  being  already  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  the  reft,  tied  down  by  this  neutrality,  entirely  dif- 
abled  by  the  late  defeat,  or  exhaufted  by  the  fubfequent  in- 
curfions,  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  furnifh  an  army 
under  the  imperial  name  and  authority.  After  the  whole  al¬ 
liance  had  been  thus  gradually  diffolved,  the  affair  was,  at 
length,  left  to  be  decided  as  it  was  begun, by  thefingle  arms 
of  Auftria  and  Pruffia ;  fo  that  there  was  great  reafon  to 
hope,  as  the  war  in  Germany  had  fucceeded  immediately  to 
the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  the  peace 
between  thefe  powers  would  alfo  lead  to  the  fpeedy  pacifi¬ 
cation  of  the  Empire. 

The  preliminaries  had  been  figned  by  the  Britifh.  and 
French  minifters  at  Fountainbleau,  on  the  third  of  No¬ 
vember,  and  it  is  neceffary  for  the  completion  of  our  defign, 
that  we  fhould  here  give  fome  account  of  the  definitive 
treaty  which  was  built  upon  them. 

The  reader  will  recoiled!,  that,  in  the  negotiation  of 
1761,  it  was  laid  down  as  a  principal  by  the  tw  o  courts,  that 
their  refpedive  propofitions,  in  cafe  the  treaty  fhould  by 
any  accident  be  broken  off,  were  to  be  confi  dej*ed  as  re- 
traded  or  never  made.  At  that  time  we  remarked,  that 
thefe  propofitions  would  probably  have  their  influence,  not- 
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withstanding  this  provifion  ;  becaufe,  as  we  then  obferved 
things  once  fettled  and  agreed  to,  unavoidably  ftamp  their 

»  f>W'\  liT1Pre®onTuPon  any  ftiture  negotiation  relative  to  the 
fame  fubjeft.  It  happened  very  nearly,  as  was  then  fore¬ 
seen  ;  tor,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  negotiation  did  not 

letout  upon  any  new  or  peculiar  principle  of  its  own,  but 

eeme  to  ailume  as  a  bafis  thofe  points,  which  were  near- 
ett  to  an  adjuftment  in  the  preceding  treaty ;  and  to  com¬ 
mence  where  that  tranfadfion  concluded. 

1  he  fpirit  of  the  two  negotiations,  fo  far  as  regarded  the 
pecu  lar  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  feems  to  have  been  per- 
f  y  lmilar.  There  Was  fcarcely  any  other  difference, 
than  that  Great  Britain,  in  cohfequence  of  her  fuccefTes 
mice  that  time,  acquired  more  than  fhe  then  demanded  ; 
nit  'till  the  general  idea,  on  which  fhe  acquired,  was  near¬ 
ly  or  altogether  the  fame.  But  with  regard  to  fome  of  our 
allies*  the  principal  was  greatly  .varied;  and  we  imao-ine 
that  this  change  was  fufficiently  juflified  by  the  alteration 
which  happened  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  during  the  in¬ 
terval  between  the  two  treaties.  Thofe  who  conduced  the 
negotiation  in  1761,  were  fteady  in  reje&ing  every  propo¬ 
sition,  in  which  they  were  not  left  at  liberty  to  aid  the 
king  of  Pruftia,  with  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain  ; 
thofe,  who  concluded  the  peace  in  1762,  paid  lefs  attention 
to  the  interefts,  though  they  did  not  wholly  negleit  the 
fafety  of  that  monarch.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
before  they  had  entered  into  the  negotiation,  they  refufed 
to  renew  that  article  of  the  annual  treaty,  by  which  our 
court  had  engaged  to  conclude  no  peace  without  the  king 
of  Pruftia  ;  though  at  the  fame  time  they  declared  themfelves 
willing  to  aftift  him  with  the  ufual  fubfidy.  He  onhis  part  re¬ 
fufed  the  fubfidy  unconne&ed  with  that  article.  Some  cold- 
nefs  grew  between  the  two  courts  from  this  time  forward. 

The  adjuftment  of  affairs  in  the  Empire,  feemed  to  form 
no  material  impediment  to  the  progrefs  of  the  treaty. 
Both  parties  readily  agreed  to  withdraw  themfelves  totally 
from  the  German  war.  T[  hey  thought  and  rightly,  that 

.  nothing  could  tend  fo  much  to  give  peace  to  their  refpedtive 
allies,  as  mutually  to  withdraw  their  aftiftance  from  them  ; 
and  to  flop  that  current  of  Englifh  and  French  money* 
which,  as  long  as  it  ran  into  Germany,  would  be  fure  to 
feed  a  perpetual  war  in  that  country. 

Circumftanced  as  affairs  then  were,  this  conduit  on  our 

fide 
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fide  was  as  defenfible  as  the  conduct  which  we  held  in 
1761.  At  that  time  the  affairs  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  were 
at  the  lowed:  ebb  ;  he  was  overpowered  by  the  whole  weight 
of  Audria,  of  Sweden,  of  the  Empire,  and  of  Ruffia,  as 
determined  as  ever,  in  her  enmity,  and  then  fuccefsfiu  ;  to 
fay  nothing  of  France.  Neither  generofity,  nor  perhaps 
found  policy,  ought  to  have  permitted  us  to  delert  him  in 
that  fituation.  But  when  the  lad:  treaty  was  made,  the  con¬ 
dition  of  his  affairs  was  abfolutely  reverfed.  He  had  got 
rid  of  the  mod:  powerful,  and  one  of  the  mod:  implacable 
of  his  enemies.  He  had  concluded  a  peace  with  Sweden, 
The  treaty  itfelf  freed  himfromall  apprehenfions  of  France, 
He  had  then  none  to  contend  with,  but  a  nominal  army  of 
the  Empire,  and  one  of  Audria,  which,  though  fomething 
more  than  nominal,  was  wholly  unable  to  oppofe  his  pro- 
grefs.  His  fituation,  from  being  pitiable,  was  become  formi¬ 
dable.  It  was  good  policy  to  prevent  the  ballance  of  Ger¬ 
many  from  being  overturned  to  his  prejudice.  It  would  have 
been  the  word  in  the  world  to  overturn  it  in  his  favour. 

Thefe  principles  fufficiently  explain  and  judify  the  dif¬ 
ferent  conduct  of  this  nation,  at  thefe  two  periods,  towards 
the  king  of  Pruffa.  The  demand  of  the  evacuation  of 
Wefel,  Cleves,  and  Gueldres,  which  had  been  made  in 
the  fird  negotiation  was  then  judly  excepted  to,  becaufe 
we  refufed  to  put  an  end  to  the  German  war.  In  this  lad 
the  French  agreed  to  it,  and  with  reafon,  becaufe  we  agreed 
in  common  with  them  to  be  neutral  in  the  difputes  of  the 
Empire.  And  on  thefe  principles,  the  peace  of  Germany, 
fo  far  as  it  depended  on  Great  Britain  and  France,  was  re- 
dored.  The  red  of  Europe  was  pacified  by  the  dipulation 
for  the  evacuation  of  Portugal.  This  was  indeed,  with 
regard  to  the  contracting  courts,  the  primary  objeft. 

What  remained  after  the  concerns  of  the  allies  were 
provided  for,  was  the  adjudment  of  what  related  to  the  fet- 
tlements  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Bourbon 
courts.  The  difficulty,  which  prevented  this  adjudment 
in  the  preceding  negotiation,  was  the  intervention  of  the 
claims  of  Spain.  The  attempts  of  the  Bourbon  powers  to 
intermix  and  confound  their  affairs  in  the  preceding  nego¬ 
tiation,  had  a  fhare  in  making  the  war  more  general  ;  on 
this  occafion  it  had  a  contrary  effeCE  As  the  whole  was 
negotiated  together,  it  facilitated  the  peace,  by  affording 
eafier  methods  of  adj tiding  the  fyftcitt  of  compenfation,  and 

O  0  2  fur- 
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furnifhing  more  largely  to  the  general  fund  of  eqivalents. 
i  he  great  object,  arid  the  original  caufe  of  the  war,  had 

ett^menLtof  in  America.  This  was  therefore 
the  nrlt  object  to  be  attended  to  in  the  treaty.  And  it  muft 

be  obferved,  that  this  point  was  much  more  accurately,  as 
well  as  beneficially,  fettled,  than  it  promifed  to  be  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  foregoing  year.  For  the  French,  not 

ving  a  certained  the  bounds  between  their  own  feveral 
pollelfions  with  great  exadtnefs,  than  they  had  thofe  be¬ 
tween  their  poffeifions  and  ours,  it  was  not  clear  in  ceding 
panada,  how  much  they  ceded  to  us.  Difputes  might 
r  ^  dld  indeed  immediately  arife  upon  this 

jubjedt.  befides,  the  weftern  limits  of  our  fouthern  conti¬ 
nental  colonies,  were  not  mentioned.  And  thofe  limits 
were  extremely  obfcure  and  fubjedt  to  many  difcuflions. 
t'ucn  difcumons  contained  in  them  the  feeds  of  a  new  war. 
n.  f  e  la^  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  a  line  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  river  Miffifippi,  from  its  fource  to  the  ri¬ 
ver  Iberville,  (a  fmall  but  navigable  branch  of  the  Miffifip- 
pi,  J  rind  thence  along  the  middle  of  this  river,  and  the  lakes 
of  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain, (which  lakes  communicate 
with  both  rivers)  to  the  fea,  fhould  be  the  bounds  of  the 
two  nations  lii  North  America. 

Nothing  could  be  more  diftind  than  this  boundary.  It 
gave  us,  in  addition  to  what  was  properly  Canada,  a  very 
large  trad  of  territory,  which  the  French  ufed  to  include 
under  the  name  of  Louilania ;  to  which  our  claims  were 
never  clearly  afcertained,  and  much  lefs  eftablifhed  by  any 
poiFeffion.  The  French  have  had  for  a  longtime  forts  and 
settlements  in  that  country  ;  whereas  the  Englifh  never  had 
cither  the  one  or  the  other ;  and  this  is  a  confideration  of 

no  fmall  moment  in  a  conteft  concering  rights  in  a  country 
fuch  as  America.  3 

What  added  alfo  to  the  rounding  of  our  territories,  and 
cutting  off*  the  occafions  of  limitary  difputes,  was  the  cef- 
fion  of  Florida  on  the  part  of  Spain.  This  country  indeed 
makes  no  great  figure  in  the  commercial  world ;  and  cannot 
be  therefore  put  in  competition  with  the  other  conquefts. 
But  from  the  fituation  of  its  harbours  of  Penfacola  and  Mo¬ 
bile,  it  affords  fome  advantages  in  the  time  of  peace,  and  very 
confiderable  ones  in  time  of  war  ;  by  conneding  our  fu¬ 
ture  fettlements  on  the  Miflifippi  with  thofe  upon  the  At¬ 
lantic  ocean,  and  by  enabling  us  greatly  to  diftrefs,  if  not 
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wholly  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  the  Spaniards  In  cafe  of  a 
rupture  with  them.  The  navigation  of  the  Mifllfippi  was 
made  common  to  both  nations. 

By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  fettled  our  northern 
limits,  and  by  this  treaty  which  afcertained  thofe  to  the 
weft,  our  pofl'eflions  in  America  are  as  well  defined,  as  the 
nature  of  fuch  a  country  can  poflibly  admit.  They  com¬ 
prehend  in  their  extent  the  foundation  of  a  vaft  empire  j 
they  have  many  advantages  of  foil  and  climate  ;  and  many 
of  intercourfe  and  communication,  by  the  number  of  noble 
lakes  and  navigable  rivers,  with  which  that  part  of  the 
world  abounds.  Thefe  circumftances  afford,  though  a  di* 
flant,  a  fair  profpedt  of  commerce  to  Great  Britain,  when 
this  immenfe  country  comes  to  be  fully  peopled,  and  pro¬ 
perly  cultivated.  Some  advantages  alfo  we  derive  from  this 
poffeflion,  that  are  not  only  confiderable  but  immediate  ; 
among  the  principal  of  which  muft  be  reckoned,  the  mono¬ 
poly  ofthe  furr  and  peltry  trade  of  North  America,  much 
the  greateft  trade  of  that  kind  in  the  world,  and  which  is 
now,  we  may  fay,  entirely  in  our  hands.  Befides  the  pof¬ 
feflion  of  Canada  enlarged  the  fphere  of  our  fifhery,  and 
took  from  the  French  an  opportunity  of  trade,  which  (he 
might  employ  greatly  to  our  detriment. 

Such  are  the  advantages  fairly,  and  without  any  exagge¬ 
ration,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  this  part  of  the  treaty* 
in  which  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  were  well  weighed 
and  folidly  provided  for. 

The  next  point  we  fhall  confider,  is  the  arangement 
made  concerning  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  This  was  x 
point  of  infinite  importance,  and  a  fubjedl  of  much  con- 
troverfy.  In  a  commercial  view  it  is  certainly  of  great 
eftimation.  But  it  has  been  confidered  as  even  more  ma¬ 
terial  in  a  political  light.  Every  body  knows  that  thefe  ex- 
tenfive  fifheries  are  tha  life  of  many  maritime  places,  which 
would  otherwife  be  of  no  fort  of  value  ;  that  they  are  the 
great  nurferies  of  feamen,  and  confequently  the  great  re¬ 
sources  of  the  marine.  Scarce  any  objedt  Could  be  of  more 
importance  to  two  nations,  who  contended  for  a  fuperiority 
in  naval  power.  * 

The  more  clearly  therefore  it  was  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  to  acquire  the  exclufive  exercife  of  this  fifhery,  the 
more  ftrongly  and  evidently  it  became  the  intereft  of  France 
to  ©ppofe  themfelves  to  fuch  a  pretenfion.  Not  only  a  large 
part  of  her  foreign  trade  depended  on  this  fifhery,  but  a 

great 
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gieat  part  °f  her  domcftie  fupply.  Befides  every  hope  of 
the  ftrength  and  almoft  of  the  exiftence  of  a  naval  power, 
mint  van  ifh  with  the  ceflion  of  this  filhery. 

The  Englifh  adminiftration  probably  faw,  that  Franc? 
wound  rather  run  all  the  hazards  of  war,  than  totally  relin- 
qm  h  this  object.  Since  therefore  they  defpaired  of  driving 
t  e  french  entirely  from  the  fifhery,  they  endeavoured  as 
inuch  as  pofllble  to  diminifh  its  value  to  them.  In  this  re- 
ipect  they  followed  the  plan  of  the  former  negotiation,  ex¬ 
cept  that  fome  improvements  were  added. 

In  the  firft  place,  that  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
was  eftablifhed,  by  which  the  French  were  admitted  to 
ddi,  and  to  dry  their  fifh,  on  the  north-eaft  and  north-weft 
parts  of  Newfoundland,  from  Cape  Bonavifta  to  Point  Biche, 
ciiid  excluded  from  the  reft  of  this  ifland.  They  were  alfo 
permitted  to  fifh  within  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  but 
with  this  limitation,  that  they  (hall  not  approach  within 
three  leagues  of  any  of  the  coafts  belongingto  England. 

I  his  precaution  was  taken,  not  only  with  a  view  of 
abiidging  the  French  fifhery  of  dry  cod,  but  principally  in 
order  to  prevent  their  landing,  and  on  that  pretence  forming 
iettlements  on  thofe  extenfive  defarts,  which  furrounded  the 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  Otherwife  this  privilege  might 
become  a  means  of  exciting  new  controverfies  between  the 
two  nations. 

In  compensation  for  the  ceflion  of  the  ides  of  Cape 
11  reton  and  St.  John  to  England,  we  agreed  to  furrender  to 
France  the  fmall  idand  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  fitu- 
ated  to  the  fouth  of  Newfoundland.  The  ceflion  of  the 
two  former  idands  was,  unqueftionably,  more  than  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  the  two  latter,  though  the  latter  are  by  no  means 
either  incommodioudy  fituated  or  ill  cii  cumftanced  fof  car¬ 
rying  on  the  fifhery.  The  French  ftipulated  to  ereeft  no 
fortifications  on  thefe  idands,  nor  to  keep  more  than  fifty 
foldiers  to  enforce  the  police.  In  this  inftance  the  plan  of 
the  former  negotiation  was  purfued.  The  ideas  of  a  refi- 
dent  commid'ary,  and  the  occafional  vifitation  by  a  fhip  of 
war.  were  omitted  ;  as  regulations,  which  were  in  truth  more 
humiliating  to  France,  than  in  any  refpedl  advantageous,  to 
our  intereft. 

The  fifhery  was,  as  it  had  been  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
divided  between  France  and  England,  but  with  left  equali¬ 
ty  on  this  than  on  that  occafion.  Th^  French  are  not 

•  wholly 
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wholly  deprived  of  their  fhare  ;  hut  this  fhare  is  confider- 
ably  impaired.  Their  lofs  of  Cape  Breton  does  not  appear 
to  be  fully  fupplied  by  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon.  The  con- 
fiderable  and  growing  fifhery,  which  the  French  had  fettled 
at  Gafpe  is  taken  away  without  hope  of  recovery.  Omthe 
whole,  we  are  thus  circumftanced  ;  we  have  advantages  in 
this  fifhery,  which  we  may  certainly  improve  to  a  great  fu- 
periority  ;  but  we  have  ftill  a  rival,  which  makes  it  necef- 
fary  to  exert  ourfelves  with  unremitting  indufhy  in  order 
to  fecure  it. 

With  regard  to  Spain,  fhe  entirely  defifted  from  the  rio-ht 
fhe  claimed  of  fifhing  on  thefe  coafts.  A  more  fatisfadlory 
expreffion  could  have  been  wifhed  ;  if  it  had  been  of  great 
importance,  in  what  terms  a  right  was  renounced,  which 
for  along  time  had  never  been  exercifed. 

When  the  affairs  of  the  Weft  Indies  came  to  be  fettled, 
though  they  caufed  great  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
publick,  they  do  not  feem  to  have  railed  any  great  difficulty 
in  the  negotiation.  We  had  here  made  great  conquefts, 
and  here  alfo  we  made  great  conceffions.  We  ceded  the 
Havannah,  with  a  confiderable  part  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba  ; 
the  iflands  of  Martinico  ;  Gaudeloupe  ;  Mariegalante  ;  De¬ 
grade  j  and  Santa  Eucia.  W e  retained  in  our  hands  the 
iflands  of  Tobago,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  the  Gre¬ 
nades.  To  the  three  former,  of  which,  (as  well  as  to  Santa 
.Lucia,  which  we  furrenderedj  we  had  an  old  claim.  The 

laft  only  was  a  new  acquifition  ;  and  the  three  others  are  at 
prefent  of  fmall  value. 

Many  cenfured  with  great  vehemence  and  afperity  this 
part  of  the  treaty.  They  infilled  that  in  this  treaty  we  had 
loft  fight  of  that  great  fundamental  principal,  that  France 
is  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  to  be  dreaded  by  us  in  the  light 
of  a  maritime  and  commerical  power.  That  therefore 
we  had,  by  reftoringto  her  all  her  valuable  Weft  India  if¬ 
lands,  and  by  our  conceffions  in  the  Newfoundland  fifherv 
left  in  her  hands  the  means  of  recovering  her  prodigious 
iofies,  and  of  becoming  once  more  formidable  to  us  'at^fea. 

1  hat  the  fifhery  trained  up  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
young  Teamen  *  and  that  the  Weft  India  trade  employed 
them  when  they  were  trained.  That  France  had  lonr  fince 
gained  a  decided  fuperiority  over  us  in  this  lucrative  branch 
of  commerce,  and  fupplied  almoft  all  Europe  with  the  rich 
commodities,  which  are  produced  only  in  thac  part  of  the 

world 
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world.  By  this  commerce,  faid  they,  fhe  enriched  her 
merchants  and  augmented  her  finances ;  whilft  from  a 
want  of  fugar  land,  which  has  been  long  known  and  fevere- 
ly  felt  by  England,  we  at  once  loft  the  foreign  trade,  and 
fuffered  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  monopoly  at  home. 

That,  at  the  clofe  of  fo  expenfive  a  war,  we  might  very 
reafonably  demand  fomething  towards  our  indemnification, 
as  well  as  towards  our  fecurity.  It  is  evident  laid  they, 
that  our  conquefts  in  North  America,  however,  they  may 
provide  for  the  one,  are  altogether  inadequate  to  the  other 
of  thefe  ends.  The  ftate  of  the  exifting  trade  of  thefe  con¬ 
quefts  is  extremely  low  ;  the  fpeculations  of  their  future 
are  precarious,  and  the  profpeCt,  at  the  very  beftr  very  re¬ 
mote.  We  ftand  in  need  of  fupplies,  which  will  have  an 
efFeCl,  certain,  fpeedy,  and  confiderable.  The  retaining 
both,  or  even  one  of  the  confiderable  French  iflands,  Mar- 
tinicoor  Guadeloupe,  will,  and  nothing  elfe  can  effe&ually 
anfwer  this  tripple  purpofe.  The  advantage  is  immediate. 
It  is  a  matter  not  of  conje&ure  but  of  account.  The  trade 
with  thefe  conquefts  is  of  the  moft  lucrative  nature,  and  of 
the  moft  confiderable  extent ;  the  number  of  fhips  employed 
by  it  are  a  great  refource  to  our  maritime  power ;  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  at  home  is  corre&ed,  and  the  foreign  trade  is  reco¬ 
vered.  And  what  is  of  equal  weight,  all  that  we  gain  on  this 
fyftem,  is  made  fourfold  to  us,  by  the  lofs  which  enfues  to 
France.  But  our  conquefts  in  North  America,  however  ad¬ 
vantageous  they  may  prove  to  us,  in  the  idea  of  fecurity, 
(for  in  that  refpeCl  alone  they  are  of  any  moment)  are  of 
very  little  detriment  to  the  commerce  of  France.  On  the 
Weft  India  fcheme  of  acquifition,  our  gain  and  her  lofs  go 
band; in  hand.  -  . 

i  Tbcy  infilled  upon  the  obvious  connection  of  this  trade, 
-^Hth  that  of  our  colonies  in  North  America,  and  with  our 
Commerce  to  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  African  trade,  faid 
they,  will  be  augmented,  by  the  demand  for  flaves.  That 
cf  North  America  will  all  center  in  ourfelves.  Whereas  if 
the  iflands  are  all  reftored^  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  of 
the  northern  colony  trade  muft  redound,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done,  to  thofe  who  were  lately  our  enemies,  and  will  al¬ 


ways  be  our  rivals. 

They  obferved,  that  there  was  nothing  extravagant  or 
overbearing  in  this  demand.  That  though  we  (hould  re¬ 
tain  either  Martinico  or  Guadeloupe,  or  even  both  thefe 

iikuide 
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iflands,  ourconquefts  were  fuch,  that  there  was  ftill  abun¬ 
dant  matter-left  to  difplay  our  moderation  in  the  ceffion  ot 
the  reft.  To  fay  nothing  of  our  many  concefltons  in  the 
fifhery ;  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  and  in  the  Lalt  Indies  ; 
from  all  which  great  provinces  of  commerce  the  hrcnc 
had  been  entirely  driven  this  war,  and  to  a  confiderable 
fhare  ©f  which  they  were  reftored  by  the  treaty,  f  ut  if 
further  conceflions  muft  be  made  ('for  which  however  they 
faw  no  rieceflity)  let  the  prodigious  demand  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica  be  lbmewhat  contraded  ;  by  this  method  we  loofe  no¬ 
thing  to  our  commerce  ;  and  we  do  not  hazard  our  fecuri- 
ty,  as  we  frail  ftill  be  infinitely  fuperior  in  ftrength  ;  and 
whenever  a  war  breaks  out,  that  power  will  be  mold  fecure, 
whole  refources  are  moft  confiderable. 

Such  are  concifely,  and,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  fairly^  t  e 
principal  heads  of  argument,  brought  by  the  bell  wi  iters 
upon  this  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  they  were  replied  to.  by  the 
beft  writers  on  the  other,  upon  the  following  principles. 

Thatthe  original  objedt  of  the  war  was  the  fecunty  of 
Our  colonies  upon  the  continent ;  that  the  danger  to  which 
thefe  colonies  were  (.expofed,  and  in  confequence  of  that 
danger,  the  immenfc  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure  which  en- 
fued  to  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  calamities,  whicn 
were  from  the  fame  fource,  derived  upon  the  four  quart¬ 
ers  of  the  world,  left  no  fort  of  doubt  that  it  was  not  only 
our  beft,  but  our  only  policy,  to  guard  againft  all  poffibili- 
ty  of  the  return  of  fuch  evils.  Experience  has  (hewn  us 
that  while  France  poffefles  any  fingie  place  in  America, 
from  whence  fhe  may  moleft  our  fettlements,  they  can  ne¬ 
ver  enjoy  any  repofe,  and  of  courle  that  we  are  nevpr.  fe¬ 
cure  from  being  plunged  again  into  thofe  calamities,  from 
which  we  have  at  length,  and  with  lo  much  difficulty,  hap¬ 
pily  emerged.  To  remove  b ranee  from  our  neighborhood 
in  America,  or  to  contract  her  power  within  the  narroweft 
limits  poffible,  is  therefore  the  moft  capital  advantage  w© 
can  obtain  $  and  is  worth  purchafing  by  almoft  any  concef¬ 
lions. 

They  infilled  that  the  abfolute  fecurity  derived  from  this 
plan,  included  in  itfelf  an  indemnification.  Firft  ;  by  fay¬ 
ing  us,  more  effedlually  than  any  other  method  could, 
from  the  necefluy  of  another  war,  and  confcquently  by 
giving  us  an  opportunity  of  increafing  our  trade,  and  low¬ 
ering  owr  debt.  Secondly  ;  by  permitting  our  cohjmics  on 
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JeftadSn"6 The C^end  ^he,mfeIves  without  danger  or  mo. 
In  thofe  colonies  within  a'  fevfyeLr^Thef  fte^d  ’ “1°" 

Sift  ***■  mf er  ^  ^ 

from  the  moleftatJT enemies,  Ind^tJe^mubtTons^f 

pSots  Uonurmited  •"  thCi,r  P°ffeffl0ns’  fafe  in  thei 
Jfu’*  American  planters  would  by  the  very  courfe 
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there  w!s  therefoL^rea^onto  TiaVthat^wa^15  V'  Tha£ 
which  their  adverfaries  inlitntated,  iince  North  °A  r'  ^"’ 

-  -  ££  fs? 

:s 

nence  arife  to  commerce.  That  the  value  of  our  concmefts 
thereby  ought  not  to  be  efttmated  by  the  prefent  produce 
bat  by  the,,  probable  mcre.fe.  Neither  S  ,S=  JaS 

taL"?’  TrV  H  k'e'y ,rieJ  ™  if  commercial  atW 
gs,  that  extent  of  territory  and  anumber  of  fubie&s  are 

matters  of  as  much  confideration  to  a  ftate  attentive  to’ the 

ources  of  real  grandeur,  as  the  mere  advantages  of  traffic 

that  fuch  ideas  are  rather  fuitable  to  a  limited  and  petty 

commonwealth,  like  Holland,  than  to  a  great,  powerful 

and  warlike  nation.  _  That  on  thefe  principles,  havL  made 

very  large  demands  ns  North  America,  it  was  necehfry  to 

to  an  m  fri  PtritS'  Jhat  F  rance  would  never  be  brought 
to  any  confiderable  ceffion  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  but  that 

her  power  and  mercafe  there  could  never  become  formida- 

Me,  becaufe  the  exiftence  of  her  fettlements  depended  up- 

on  ours  in  North  America,  fhe  not  being  any  longer  left  a 

place  from  whence  they  can  be  fupplied  with  provifions  ; 

!]h  Lr1  k  1  ng  *°mething  of  the  trade,  we  loft  very  lit- 

tie  elfe  than  a luxury :  as  to  the  other  produce  of  the  Weft 

indies,  it  might  be  in  a  great  meafure,  and  in  part  already 
vyas  (upphed  by  our.pofleffions  on  the  continent,  which  dai¬ 
ly  increafed  not  only  in  the  quantity  but  in  the  kind  of  its 
produce. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  pafs  any  judgment  on  the  merits 

iGra  ^es  9ueftion,  which  is  certainly  a  ve- 

ry  difficult  one.  We  relate  opinions,  as  well  as  fails,  hif- 
toncally..  .  ..  The 
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The  only  point,  which  remained  to  be  adjufled  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  was  the  logwood  trade.  Spain  confented  not 
to  difturb  the  Englifh  in  their  occupation  of  cutting  log¬ 
wood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras,  and  to  permit  them  to  occu¬ 
py  fuch  buildings  as  may  be  neceffary  for  them  in  this  occu¬ 
pation.  Great  Britain,  on  her  fide,  ftipulated  to  deftroy 
the  fortifications  which  had  been  eroded  on  that  bay*. 

By  this  article  the  Englifh  acquired  a  folid  right  in  this 
long  contefted  trade  ;  butfeemed  at  the  fame  time,  to  lofe 
all  the  means  of  proteding  it.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to 
point  out  a  better  method  of  adjufting  a  claim  of  fuch  a  pe¬ 
culiar  nature.  The  right  we  claimed  was  not  a  right  to  the 
territory,  nor  diredly  to  the  produce  ;  but  only  a  privilege 
of  cutting  and  taking  away  this  wood  by  indulgence.  To 
have  infilled  on  the  right  of  eroding  fortifications,  would 
have  been  making  the  llrongeft  claim  ib  an  absolute,  dired: 
and  exclufive  dominion  over  the  territory  itfelf  ;  a  point,  to 
which  I  do  not  find  that  our  moft  extenfive  claims  have 
ever  been  carried. 

In  Africa,  Goree  was  reftored  to  France,  and  Senegal 
remained  to  Great  Britain  +•  This  regulation  leems  to 
have  divided  the  trade  on  this  river,  and  the  adjacent  coaft, 
between  the  two  nations.  The  Englifh  as  they  are  now 
circumftanced  on  that  part,  feem  to  be  the  moft  advanta- 

feoufiy  fituated  for  the  trade  in  time  of  peace ;  and  the 
rench  for  carrying  away  the  whole  of  it  in  time  of  war. 
With  regard  t©  the  Eaft  Indies,  all  the  French  fadories 
and  fettlements  are  reftored  to  that  nation  in  every  part 
of  India  J:  Although  this  muft  be  regarded  as  a  very 
great  conceffion,  it  does  not  however  afford  all  thofe 
advantages  to  France,  which  might  be  imagined  at  the 
firft  view,  Firft,  becaufe  the  fortifications  ereded  at 
fuch  a  vaft  expence  in  all  thofe  fettlements  have  been 
totally  deftroyed  ;  and  it  cannot  be  expeded,  in  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  the  French  company,  that  they  can,  in 
the  courfe  of  many  years,  if  at  all,  be  reftored  to  their 
former  flate;  in  Bengal,  (including,  by  an  explanation  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  definitive  treaty,  the  kingdom  of  Orixa.)  they 
have  engaged  to  ered  no  kind  of  fortification,  nor  to  keep 
any  number  of  foldiers  whatfoever.  Secondly,  they  have 
agreed  to  acknowledge  the  prefent  reigning  iubas  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  Decan,  and  thfc  Cainatick,  as  the  lawful  fovereigns  of 

P  p  2  thefe 
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iifilbCnf ' I ' tries’  Thcfc  F.inccs  are  the  Sreateft  on  the  pen- 

owe  eiiInl'a  :  theyrare  m  °Ur  intereft>  and  moft  of  them 
we  either  the  acquifition,  or  depend  for  the  prefervation 

teir  power  upon  our  arms  ;  by  which  means  our  com-? 
pany  is  become,  in  effea,  arbiter  of  the  cpmmercs  and  po- 

;  aAgrea^apd  °Pulent  extending  from  the 

vranges  to  Cape  Comorin ;  and  in  a  great  degree  alfo  of 

tie  otticr  from  the  fame  cape  to  the  mouth  of  the  Indus. 

1  ",rdly»  dunng  ‘he  courfe  of  our  fucceffes,  the  trader? 
ana  the  manufacturers  have  removed  from  the  French  to 
our  fettlements,  where  they  will  have  at  leaft  an  equal 
market,  and  a  iuperior  proteftion  ;  and  it  will  be  difficult, 
jt  not  impoffible,  to  bring  them  back. 

Minorca  and  Belleifle  were  to  be  reftored  fo  their  former 

poneiiors  ||.  The  fortifications  and  harbour  of  Dunkirk 

were  to  be  demoliflmd  agreeable  to  the  ftipulations  of  former 
treaties  5.  ’ 

This  is  the  general  outline  of  the  late  treaty.  The  parr 
ticulars  given  here  will  ferve  to  point  out  the  fpiritand  the 
general  effedf  of  that  tranfadfion,  which  has  been  the  fub- 
jec.  of  fo  much  heat  and  controverfy  ;  and  which  nothing 
hut  adulation  will  affert  to  he  free  from  defedf,  nor  any 
aiing  but  fadfion  can  deny  to  be  productive  of  many  very 
great  and  effential  advantages  to  this  kingdom. 

I  his  treaty,  while  it  remained  in  agitation,  formed  3 
great  cribs,  not  only  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  but  in  the 
lortuneof  the  new  mjniffry.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
*he  Summer  Mr.  Fox  was  called  in,  and  engaged  in  them 
fupport.  T  hough  he  continued  in  his  old  place  of  paymaf- 
rer,  he  undertook  to  condudf  the  affairs  of  government  in 
the  houfe  of  commops.  Mr.  Grenville,  whofe  employ¬ 
ment  would  naturally  have  engaged  him  in  that  tafk,  re¬ 
signed  the  feals  of  fecretary  of  bate,  and  was  appointed 
fir ff  lord  of  the  admiralty.  The  great  experience  and  known 
parliamentary  abilities  of  Mr.  fox,  feemecl  to  give  new 
life  to  the  affairs  of  the  adminiff  ration.  A  mote  vigorous 
and  determined  condudf  was  from  that  time  adopted.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  thofe,  who  were  not  perfedfly  attached  to  the  new 
fvifem,  were  immediately  removed  from  their  employ¬ 
ments;  and  meafures  were  takep  to  clear  every  department 
pf  every  friend  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaffle. 

I  he  fpirit  of  thele  proceedings  feemed  to  augment  that 
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of  the  oppofition.  It  was  apprehended,  that  the  prelimina¬ 
ries  would  undergo  a  rigorous  fcrutiny,  and  miglit  pofflbly 
incur  a  heavy  cenfure  from  parliament.  H  he  terms  of  peace 
were  criticifed  without  mercy.  They  were  declared  to  be 
inglorious,  inadequate,  and  infecure ;  unequal  to  the  great 
fucceffes  pf  the  war,  and  below  the  Juft  expe&ations  of  the 
nation  ;  that  our  commerce  was  neglected,  and  our  allies 
abandoned.  Public  expc&ation  was  however  entirely  dis¬ 
appointed.  The  preliminaries  were  approved,  without  any 
qualification,  by  both  houfeY;  by  the  lords  with 
out  any  divifion  j  by  the  commons  with  a  very  dii-  Dec#  q. 
proportioned  majority. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to  produce  this  moderate  difpofl- 
tjon.  Firft,  a  very  great  number,  which  included  almoft 
all  the  Tories,  were  engaged  in  the  fupport  of  the  adminif- 
tration.  The  then  chiefs  of  the  oppofition  were  not  well 
agreed  among  themfelves.  Mr.  Pitt  who  was  confidered  as 
a  party  in  himfelf,  had  not  joined  with  the  duke  of  Newcaf- 
tie,  nor  feemed  difpofed  to  ad  with  any  particular  body. 
The  fame  general  plan  of  peade,  which  many  now  in  the 
oppofition  had  formerly  approved,  had  been  adopted  in  thefe 
preliminaries,  and  evidently  improved.  It  is  true,  it  had 
been  objeded,  that  our  additional  fucceffes,  fmee  that  time, 
gave  us  ground  to  exped  better  terms  ;  but  it  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  our  national  burthens,  and  the  extent  of  the  war, 
bad  increafed  in,  at  leaft,  an  equal  proportion  ;  and  that 
peace  was  become  neceffary  to  the  nation. 

Thefe  arguments  whatever  weight  they  might  have  in 
themfelves,  were  ftropg  againft  thefe,  upon  whom  they 
were  rather  retorted,  than  for  the  firft  time  levelled,  being 
altogether  agreable  to  the  fyftem  which  many  now  in  op- 
pofition  had  always  purfued,  and  to  the  fentiments  many  of 
thpm  had  publickly  avowed,  and  perhaps  ftill  fecretly  re¬ 
tailed.  On  the  whole,  it  was  evident,  that,  when  the 
queftioncame  on,  the  difeontented  party  was  found  not  ve¬ 
ry  well  united,  and  absolutely  unprovided  of  any  regular 
Scheme  of  oppofition.  However,  though  baffled  on  this 
occafion,  it  has  fince  begun  to  revive  and  to  unite  ;  and 
though  peace  is  happily  reftored  with  foreign  powers,  our 
dprneftic  quiet  is  ftill  far  from  being  Securely  eftablifhed. 

With  regard  to  the  powers  in  Germany,  the  peace  be¬ 
tween  England  and  France,  and  the  Superiority  of  the  king 
Pruffxa  at  the  cjofe  qf  the  campaign,  infp.ired3  at  length, 

though 
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though  unwillingly,  a  difpofition  to  peace.  Conferences 
were  opened  at  Hubertfberg,  and  a  treaty  concluded  be¬ 
tween  his  Pruffan  majefty  and  the  emprefs  queen.  As  af¬ 
fairs  in  this  treaty  were  fpeedily  adjufted,  fo  they  may  be 
very  concifely  related.  The  fubftance  of  it  was  no  more 
than  that  a  mutual  reftitution  and  oblivion  fhould  take 
place,  and  each  party  fit  down  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  the 
^mefituation  m  which  they  began  it.  Thus  the  king  of 
rruina,  after  having  for  fix  years  contended  again#  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  almofl:  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  by  whofe 
enmity  he  could  be  affe&ed,  having  ftood  proof  again#  the 
molt  terrible  blows  of  fortune,  enjoys  at  length  the  full  re¬ 
ward  of  his  uncommon  magnanimity.  He  retains  his  do¬ 
minions  in  their  utmoft  extent ;  and  having  delivered  his 
country  by  his  incomparable  talents  for  war,  he  now  en¬ 
joys  leifureto  recover  it  by  his  no  lefs  admirable  talents  for 
government.  Scarcely  was  the  war  concluded,  when  he 
began  to  difplay  his  attention  to  domeftic  policy,  and  his 
care  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people.  He  imediately  at¬ 
tributed  lands  to  his  difbanded  foldiery ;  and  gave  them  the 
Lorfes  of  his  artillery  to  aid  them  in  their  cultivation. 

Europe  is  new  pacified  ;  and  the  begins  to  refpire,  after 
a  more  general  and  a  more  bloody  war  than  any  the  world 
had  experienced  fince  that  which  was  concluded  by  ths 
peace  of  Weftphaiia.  As  far  as  it  is  fafe  to  judge  concern¬ 
ing  a  fyflem  which  is  fubjedt  to  fo  great  and  unfore feen  va¬ 
riations,  and  fometimes  from  very  flight  caufes,  this  peace 
promifes  a  confiderable  duration.  The  king  of  Prufiia  will 
hardly  again  commit  his  affairs,  fo  miraculoufly  retrieved 
to  the  chances  of  war.  He  fees  how  dearly  he  has  a  fecond 
time  purchafed  his  conque#  of  Silefia,  and  he  will  hardly 
aim  at  new  acquifitions.  The  emprefs,  fince  fhe  failed  to 
reduce  Silefia,  or  even  to  recover  the  fmaileft  particle  of 
her  Ioffes,  with  fueh  an  exertion  of  her  own  ftrength,  and 
with  fuch  an  alliance  as  never  was  feen  united  before,  and 
with  which  fhe  can  never  flatter  herfelf  again,  mu#  be  con¬ 
vinced  how  vain  it  is  to  attempt  any  change  in  the  prefent 
fyflem  in  Germany. 

Whilft  Ruff  a  remained  circumftanced  as  fhe  feems  to  be 
at  prefent,  there  is  a  very  good  profpeft  for  the  tranquillity 
of  the  North. 

h  ranee  has  turned  her  thoughts  to  a  much  wanted  ceco- 
nomy  and  the  re-cftablifhment  of  her  marine,  fhe  has 
•  '  reduced 
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deduced  her  iand  farces,  by  above  one  half*  England,  with 
out  leflening  the  ordinary  eftablifhment  of  her  navy,  has 
augmented  her  military,  in  confequence  of  the  extent  of 
her  conquefts.  Both  nations  feem  fenfible  of  the  neceflity 
of  being  prepared,  and  yet  ' quiet.  The  Bourbon  courts 
are  united  but  weakened.  The  mutual  jealoufy  of  the 
nations,  which  have  been  lately  at  war,  continues ;  but 
their  fubie&s  of  difpute,  and  occafions  of  animofity,  arc 
much  lerfened.  This  is  as  good  a  fituation  as  could  rea- 
fonably  be  expe&ed. 

We  have  thus  accomplifhed  our  defign  of  laying  before 
the  public  a  connefted  narrative  of  the  events  of  the 
late  moft  remarkable  war,  which  we  have  purfued  from 
its  commencement  to  its  conclusion.  We  have  omitted  no 
care  to  make  it  as  perfeft  as  the  nature  of  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking  would  permit ;  and  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  it  will 
be  thought  as  impartial,  and  fatisfa&ory,  as  any  work  of 
the  kind  extant. 
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